Athboy Town
A ford over the Athboy river gave its name to the town i.e. Baile Átha Buí (the town of the Yellow Ford), and the first bridge was built here in c. 1400 A.D. By 1470 the town was sufficiently important to be granted a Royal Charter.

A small walled town, it was dominated by the Plunkett family who married into the Cruises and were replaced at the Cromwellian plantation by the Blighes, afterwards Earls of Darnley. By the 19th. century they held the largest of land holdings in Meath, 10,000 hectares of land. Some of the medieval walls survive in the grounds of the Church of Ireland, as does an interesting table tomb.
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St. James' Church, Athboy.

The Church dedicated to St. James is the parish church. Lewis, writing in 1837, says " the chapel is now in the course of re-erection and when completed will be a handsome and comodious edifice in the ancient style of architecture with a steeple 90 feet high." It was completed in 1845. Fr. James Rickard was the Parish Priest at the time of construction.

