
There is no diary, as such, for 1862. These notes, and others for 1863, are on ten pages of
writing paper. Most of the events from October 15 to November 29 took place at "Camp
Stevens," Groton Junction, Massachusetts.

October 15 1862
The Reg't. had its first Battalion drill

Oct. 17 *

Co's. A. D. E. F. and G. were mustered into the U. S. Service.

Oct. i8
Co's. B" H. and I. were mustered in.

Oct.22 *

An election for the choice of two Lieuts. was held by Co. C. resulting in the choice of Salmon
Whitney as 1't and John Parks as2d Lieut.

OcL24 *

Gov. John A. Andrew and staff were present and reviewed the Reg't. the Gardner Band
furnishing music. A member of Co. D. died in camp during the night.

October 25 *

The ladies of Groton Junction presented a Flag to Capt. Sawyer the commander of the Post.
The presentation speech being made by Capt. F. F. Fay of Co. F. The Groton Band was present
and fumished music for the occasion.

Oct. 30 *

A citizen was drummed out of camp having been caught gambling with the soldiers.

November 1

Nearly Il2 of the troops in camp were granted a furlough until the 5th inst.

Sunday Nov. 2
Rev. Mr. Start of Groton conducted divine services in camp.

Nov.6
Co. C. was mustered into the U. S. Service.
Owing to the illegality of the election of Lieuts. in Co, C which occurred Oct.22d, another

election took place today resulting in the choice of Alfred R. Glover of Roxbury as l't Lieut. and

James W. Hall of Boston as 2nd Lieut.

Nov.7
A furlough was granted to all member of Co. C. with 3- or 4 exceptions until the 1lth inst.



Nov.8 *
Capt. J. A. Stratton of Co. C. was presented by the young people of Leominster with a Sash-

Belt and Shoulder Straps. The presentation took place at the Town Hall in Leominster.

Nov.29 *

The Reg't. left Camp Stevens about 11 am. enroute for New York via Allens Point.

Dec. 3'd

Left New York City for the "lJnion Race Course" Jamaica L. I. We went via Williamsburgh
marching about 7 miles. The night was cold and rainy and having no tents we were marched to

Hiram Woodruffs Hotel where alargenumber of the reg't. found lodging in open horse sheds in
rear of the house. A good supply of straw was furnished by the landlord.

Dec.4
Many of the boys desirous of availing themselves of a good wash after their vain endeavors to

sleep in the cold sheds repaired to the pump in the back yard and were making good use of
alarge wooden bowl which was near at hand as a wash bowl when suddenly the good landlady

came rushing hastily out of the house and begged them to no longer use her butter bowl for a

wash dish. Marched back to the Race Course and put up our shelter tents.

December 5'h

Cold and rainy during the day and in the night snow fell to the depth of several inches making

"shelter Tent" life anything but agreeable. In the morning we awoke finding our tents burdened

with the weight of snow bearing down upon our faces and our feet protruding outside of the tent

caused our boots to be stiffened to an uncomfortable degree by the cold.

Dec.6th
The cookhouse of the contractors who furnished the troops with rations was raided and

completely cleaned out.

Sunday Dec. 7

The Reg't. left for Jamaica Centre some 5 miles distant to avail themselves of more

comfortable quarters where we arrived about 5- p.m. and the several companies were soon

snugly quartered in unoccupied dwellings- hotels, school houses, halls, etc. The inhabitants

showed us great kindness, furnishing us with hot coffee and eatables.

Dec. 8th

Left Jamaica for New York City about 9- a.m. having received orders the evening previous to

that effect.
Before leaving and while in line Ex. Gov. King of N. Y. addressed the Reg't. briefly and

praised them in behalf of the people of the town for their good behavior while there and

assured us that they stood ready to do anything in their power for our comfort and welfare and if
ever we found ourselves in a similar plight to come at once to Jamaica and we should be gladly

welcomed and cared for by their citizens. We reached our old quarters at Franklin Street

Barracks the same day about 2-30 p.m. having made the march of nearly 13 miles in about 5 and



Yzhours, in the meantime having made a stop of Yz hour at our camp at the "Race Course." I
think it proper and just to state in connection with our stay at Jamaica that it was brought about
largely by the efforts of l't Lieut Glover of Co. C who went there on Sunday morning and
secured the accommodations which the Reg't. enjoyed. I remember well that Co. C occupied that
night a nice dwelling house and in company with 17 other members of our Co. I slept in the front
chamber of the house on the floor, and we lighted a fire in the open fire place and laid ourselves
down for the night congratulating ourselves with the thought that we had "struck a soft snap" for
probably several days at least. But directly our slumbers were disturbed and our fond hopes
dispelled by the appearance in our midst of one in authority who informed us that we must be in
readiness at an early hour in the morning ready to march for the city.

I find in one of my letters written home soon after our return to Franklin St. that I stated it was
uncertain how long we should remain there as the day previous a report was current in the
barracks that the 53'd would probably return in a few days to Camp Stevens as the Gov't. had
more troops at their disposal in Washington than they knew what to do with and that the Rebels
had expressed the desire to cease hostilities and lay down their arms for 30 days and endeavor to
alrange if possible a satisfactory settlement. Another report was to the effect that the Gov't. was
unable to furnish transports for 3-months or more and that Capt. Sawyer was on from Mass. and
said that there was more than an even chance that the Reg't. would be returned to its old quarters
at Groton Junction. But like hundreds of other "camp reports" these proved to be but idle talk,
for the next day the report was circulated purporting to come from the Q. M. that the Reg't. was
to be furnished with 40 days rations when we left N. Y. and that several transports were waiting
in the harbor to receive troops which report proved to be the nearest conect.

Sunday Dec. 14 *

The Pastor of St. Johns Church having offered the use of it to our Reg't. the privilege was
made good use of in the afternoon they marched to and occupied the body of the church and
divine services were conducted by our chaplains.

Many spectators occupied the galleries.

Dec" 15

Co's. A, B, and K were ordered to Staten Island to quell a riot among "Duryeas Zouaves" who
were in camp at that place.

Dec.28 *

The Reg't. went to St. Mathews Church on Walker St. for divine services.



*Notes

Oct. 17. Also Company K.

Oct. 22. Salmon Whitney served as a Private, his service was terminated on June 6, I 863 on account ofdisability. John Parks served as a

Private until the expiration ofservice, September 2, 1863.

Oct.24. HenryA.Waters,2l,ofshirleydiedofpleurisy,therollofCompanyDliststhedateasOctober25.

Oct, 25. Captain Wesley Sawyer was the temporary commander of the 53'd Regiment. Capt. Farwell F. Fay was of Company E.

Oct. 30. John E. Terrill ofTownsend.

Nov. 8. This date has been marked over as the 7th.

Nov. 29. Allens Point is Allyns Point, Ct., about 5 miles north of Groton and north of Gales Ferry. The probable itinerary was

Worcester and Nashua R.R.
Groton Junction, Mass. (now AYer)
Harvard (Jewetts, Stil'l River)
Lancaster (Lancaster Cenhe, South Lancaster)
Clinton
Sterling Junction
West Boyleston (Oakdale, South Boyleston)
Worcester (Summit, Greendale, Barbers, Northville, Lincoln Square, Worcester)

Norwich and Worcester R.R.
Worcester (Worcester, South Worcester, Cambridge Street)
Aubum (Rices Mills, Stones Cross, Maywood)
Oxford (North Oxford, Oxford Plain)
Webster, Mass. (North Village, Beacon Park, Perry)
Thompson, Conn. (Wilsonville, Fisher Village, Thompson Depot)
Putnam (Pomfret Street)
Killingly (Dayville, Danielson)
Plainfield (Central Village, West Plainfield)
Griswold (Jewett City)
Norwich (Green Village)
Ledyard (Allyns Point, the tracks go on to Gales Ferry, the end of the line)

At Allyns Point they waited for 7 to 8 hours for the boat that took them across the Sound to New York City.

Dec. 14. Rev. Mr. Mattison's church on 41'r Street.

Dec. 28. The Walker Street Church was German Lutheran.


