
"Convalescent Hospital"

Dear Sister,
Baton Rouge , La. May 24163

I received the box and the letter from the l2th of this month and was as you would be
likely to expect very glad to receive them. I had not received any letters until then since about
the 25th of March and they were read with much pleasure and was glad to find that you were also

well. I noticed you spoke of sending papers and letters and also that George had sent some. I
never received any that he sent and have not received any letters by mail of a later date than
March 11'h . The reason of my not receiving any for so long a time is this- The 53'd left Baton
Rouge about the 25th of March and as the letters were directed to the Reg. in the care of the Capt.
I suppose they of course are now with the Reg. whereas if I had have had them directed to me at

Baton Rouge in "Convalescent Hospital" I should have received then all right. I wrote to the
Express Office at N.O. if a box came directed to me to send it here. Since I wrote to you last my
health has been about the same but I have got quite tired of staying in the hospital and wish that I
could get to the Reg. but at present suppose it is impossible to get at them as they are above Port
Hudson having gone up the opposite side of the river and crossed above Port.

But I am hoping that in a week or two I shall see them without a doubt if our troops have
good success.

But you are wondering why I don't say more about the box. You spoke about all boxes
sent to soldiers being opened but I hardly think this ever had been.

I was very glad indeed to receive it although some of the articles had spoiled and others
were slightly spoiled as you will perceive by the paper on for this is some that Willie sent. The
apples were what played the mischief for nearly every one had rotted and they did some
execution before they got across the "big pond" in the way of saturating some of the bundles
pretty well with rotten apple juice but I made out to save much more of the stuff that I thought
for when first I opened the box.

You spoke about a bottle of elderberry wine among the rest but really I could not find a

drop but at the same time I did not doubt but what it was sent and yet the only proof I had of it
was from the peices of broken glass that I found in the box and which I in vain searched over for
a drop of the liquid but "nary" a drop could I find but I could see as I advanced. For then in
examining the contents of the box numerous times and the wrappers of the other bottles which
were more lucky than its ill fated companion and had escaped with whole heads. These marks
confirmed me that there had been in that bottle that which I was going to leam had all been lost
on the way. But you must tell Mrs. Colburn that her kindness was fully appreciated and that I am

greatly obliged to her for the articles she sent me. She wished to know if I had forgotten her and
you can tell her that if I am so far away from old hoss, as I now am away down in the mosquito
and alligator swamps of Louisiana that I have not forgotten "Aunt Sally" and the many good
times I have had at her house and that ain't all. I hope I shall be around in those parts again

before many months and have the privilege of seeing all of those that I used so often to meet at

her house. Tell her also to tell Cad for me that I have not received a letter from her for a long

time. The date of the last one I've received from her was January 30th /63. I don't know as she

has received all my letters but I hardly think by what you wrote that she has for I wrote quite a

number from Carrollton and I think I sent two while we were in camp at "Magnolia Grove" in



this place previous to our trip to Port Hudson. After that I was taken to the hospital and have not
felt like writing or doing hardly anything except to lie down and keep cool if I could. I don't
seem to have any ambition scarcely left in me. The fact of it is as one the 161't N.J. Reg. out here
said it is awful hot here so that in the daytime he was obliged to get in the shade and lie down
and keep his mouth shut tight to prevent his teeth from warping. Hot weather and mosquitos up
north "aint" a circumstance to what they have down here in this "nigger" country. Let some of
the most rabid abolitionists from the north come down here and live among the niggers awhile
and I guess their would be quite a change in their sentiments and ideas. I have seen and heard
quite a number say that they had an entirely different idea about slavery than they even had
before coming out here.

You must retum many thanks for me to those who sent articles in the box for they all
gladly received and I enjoyed them much.

You have probably heard of the fighting at Port Hudson. It is still going on and we can
plainly hear the reports of the mortars and see the flashes from the shells. But we are gaining
slowly on the Rebels and the capture of the place is thought by the troops here to be certain in a
short time but not without much destruction on both sides. Sick and wounded are coming down
here to the hospital every day. But I will close as I am not feeling very spunky today although I
have good appetite. But when a person unused to this climate once gets run down here and his
strength lost it takes a long time to regain it.

I never had one half the energy in hot weather when I was at home and down here it is so

much worse that I am pretty weak and lazy and I find I have plenty of company for that is a
prevailing feeling among the soldiers here. But you must not be at all alarmed about me. If only
I had my usual strength I should feel all right but just as soon as we get on the salt water I think I
shall feel better at once. We probably shall start home soon as it is thought here that Bank's will
probably start his 9 month men home after the capture of Port Hudson.

I should have written much oftener than I have since I have been in the hospital but
somehow I found I had not "gumpshun" enough when I made an attempt.

You will direct letters to me in future to "Convalescent Camp" Baton Rouge, La. You
can also if you like put on Co. C 53'd Mass. Reg.

Tell Mrs. Colburn that I have thought sometimes of bringing her some snuff from Baton
Rouge but I never happened to see any for sale. The women down this way seem to prefer
smoking instead but it I can find some snuff I shall endeavor to bring a pinch or two with me
when I start north. And as for "Old Joe Hooker" if he did not have so good luck on the Potomac

as he might have had in that last fight there at Fredericksburg I guess I shall have to bring a little
of the "Louisiana weed" to him and I hope he will do better next time.

June 2'd 1863
You will notice that I have been a long time writing this but I have written a little at a

time whenever I happened to feel in a writing mood. Today I am feeling quite bunkum.
I went to the Camp of the 30th Mass. A few weeks ago and found Alford Fay. At first he

did not recognize me but when I told him who I was he seemed to remember all about me and I
had quite a pleasant visit. He is looking quite well and wished to be remembered to Uncle
Jonase's family. He is 2nd Lieut in Co. E 30th Reg.

The 53'd are with Banks at "Port Hudson" and I have heard of some being killed and

wounded. Some of the wounded I have seen down here but as yet none from Co. C. I hear that a



few have been slightly wounded from the campaign but none killed that I could hear of. I heard
that Ed. Whitney and Palmer and one or two others whose names I did not learn were slightly
wounded. Quite a lot of Rebel Prisoners and also their wounded have been brought down here
and I have had a chance to see quite a lot of "Secesh" but I will wait until I get home and then I
can tell you all about these things. The 9 month men are feeling quite confident now of going
home within a month and I guess there is not much doubt what we start as soon as that.

I hope I shall be able to see the Reg. down here in a few days. It would seem like old
times to get with them again. It is now about 2 lzmonths since I came here and it has got to be
and old story remaining around here in the hospital although I can get outside of the fortification
and go around where I choose but I have been around the place so much that there is not much
fun in going out now especially this hot weather. I hope I shall be able to bring home some figs
that grow here. There is a fig tree close to the end of our hospital larger than any tree in our
garden that is full of green figs. All kinds of green garden sauce is for sale in the market here
and peaches will be ripe here in about a month I am told.

June 13th

Since writing the first part of my letter quite a lot of the boys from the 53'd have arrived
here, some sick and others wounded.

A few from Co. C. are here but not near as many as from some other companies. It really
seemed good to see them. It had been so long a time since I had either seen as many of them or
had an opportunity of hearing directly from them. But I was sorry to see any of them either
wounded or sick.

I was glad to see Mr. Bixby, he was not wounded but seemed pretty well tired out. I saw

him last evening and he was looking quite smart to what he was a few days ago. He will have a

chance to rest here and that is what many of them need that have come in here lately. I have not
heard as yet of any from our Co. Being killed but quite a number have been wounded and some
have died from sickness.

I saw here Isaac Fletcher from Stowe, the one that lives near Cousin Jane.

He came here a day or two since and I was very much surprised when he told me of the
death of two from our Co. They were at "Brasher City" in the hospital at the time of their death.

They were Geo. Webb and Edmund Hardy. The first one you of course know the last one I
presume you may not. He worked for Mr. Howe was unmaffied and I think lived in the Widow
Tenney's house. Ed Whitney and a few others of the Co. I hear are wounded but I guess none

mortally. I got a letter from Lawyer Merriam a day or two ago and also a deed which he wished
me to have executed. It was mailed I notice, the 28th of April and I did not [the following is
written across the text of the first page] receive it until about a week ago and I thought I could
just as well wait until I reached home for we probably shall leave now within a few weeks. He
mentioned that Geo. Tisdale wanted to go to repairing it at once. As far as that is concerned if he

can not wait until I get home he can go to work on it. I wish some of you would inform Lawyer
Merriam about it at once.

If you send any more letters to me direct sent do Convalescent Baton Rouge, La.
But I will close . Remember me to all.

Yours truly,
Gussie.



[The following was written in an open space at the top of a page]
June 20 - Since writing last I have heard that Lieut. Glover was killed and Capt. Stratton
wounded on the head by a shell.

ThisletterwasstartedMay24, l863,thelastentrywasJune20andwaspostmarkedinNewOrleansonJune24. Theenvelopewasaddressed
to his mother but the salutation is to his sister.
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Massachusetts Volunteers
New Orleans, La.
Port Hudson, La., about l5 miles northwest ofBaton Rouge
brother Charles William Hills, age 14 fHills 27241
His matemal grandmother.

same

Clara Belinda Polley
suburb ofNew Orleans
about 3 miles south olBaton Rouge

Banks Expedition to secure the lower Mississippi, led by Major General Nathaniel Prentiss Banks

Jonas Colburn, bom June 21,1798, died 1873.
Edward Whitney, Company C., from Leominster, age l8
Edwin L. Palmer, Company C., from Leominster, age l8
George W. Bixby, Corporal, Company C, from Leominster, age 38
Isaac W. Fletcher, Company D, from Stowe, age 38.

Across Bayou Teche from Berwick, La.
There was no George Webb in the 53'd Regiment. This could be Ceorge Thompson of Company C, from
Leominster, age 21 , died May 30, I 863 at Brashear City, La.
Company C, from Leominster, age 29, died May 29, 1863

Possibly W. F. Howe, Postmaster in North Leominster
Probably widow of Maj. Joseph Tenney
Charles H. Merriam, bom March I, 1822

Alfred R. Glover, Company C, from West Roxbury, age 34, killed June 14, 1863 at Port Hudson.
Joel A. Stratton, Company C, from Leominster, age 25, wounded in the head June 14, 1863 at Port Hudson


