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69TH ANNUAL BRACEWELL REUNION
 
DATE:   April 17, 2005 
TIME:   10:00am until last person leaves 
PLACE: Mt. Pleasant in Bedias, Texas 

 

����he Bracewell Family will gather 
together to celebrate our family's heritage 
as we have for the past 68 years. In 1937 
our ancestors knew the importance of 
gathering together and they set aside one 
day each year to celebrate and remember 
our heritage. Just three years later 
Reginald Bracewell presented the first 
written family tree. Today our family tree 
spans three feet tall and thirty-five feet 
long.  
This year we continue to restructure the 
program using our traditional values and 
incorporating new ideas. New and 
exciting genealogy breakthroughs will be 
discussed. Children will now have a larger 
part in the program. A new musical 
program will be lead by Jacob Machac. 
Older photos will be on display for 
identification. Group photos will be taken 
before lunch to preserve the memories for 
future generations. Individual and family 
photos will be taken after lunch. 
Some of our family members have 
attended almost every reunion over the 
past 68 years, and for others this will be 
their first. This year we will honor our 
long term and new reunion attendees. 
The record attendance of 200 people was 
set back in 1948. Everyone must attend 
this year so we can shatter that record. 

See you at the reunion 

WHAT TO BRING 
Covered dish of your favorite recipe 
Lawn chairs and folding table if available 
Photos to share with others 
Information to update the family tree 
Games (football, horseshoes, etc) 
Acoustical music instruments 
 

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED 
Cemetery Prep: Spend a half-day helping 
Ken prep the grounds. 
Music Program: Singers & acoustical 
instrument players needed.  
Bracewell Family History: Read a copy 
of our history to the group. 
Memories of Early Reunions:  
Mt. Pleasant Church, funny stories, etc… 
Reading of Minutes: You choose the year. 
Closing Prayer: Volunteer needed. 
Vice President: This position is for a 
person under 20. Duties include helping 
the President, Secretary, and having fun.  
Videographer: We need at least two 
people to video this year.  
Welcoming Committee: Open for kids to 
help get everyone signed in.  
Secretary: Take notes on reunion 
activities for the family archive. 
Tables: If you have the ability to bring 
tables we can put them to use.  
Car Pool: Help out those that may not be 
able to drive themselves.  
Out of Town Accommodations: If you 
would like to provide accommodations for 
out of town family. 
Other ideas needing a sponsor: Family 
Reunion Shirts, Family Trivia, Scavenger 
Hunt, Talent Show, Baby Photo Contest, 
School Achievement Awards. If you 
would like to help with one of these 
activities please contact Russell. 

NEW FAMILY CONTACTS 
This year new contacts were made with 
Bracewell families from Florida, Georgia, 
Texas, California, and Canada. Some of 
these new members have stated their 
intent to attend this year’s reunion. 
Carey Bracewell from East Texas is from 
the Richard Bracewell Family (son of 
Rev. Robert). Carey is one of the 
administrators of the Braswell/Bracewell 
DNA project.  
Joel Bracewell from Houston is from one 
of JMB’s Brothers. We are anxious to 
find his connection. Joel visited the 
reunion years ago and plans to return this 
year.  
Ron Bracewell from Florida is from the 
Georgia, Bracewells. Ron owns a 
company that sells log home kits 
www.bracewellloghomes.com. He is 
interested in the DNA project and if he 
decides to participate the results should 
verify Russell’s Georgia Bracewell DNA 
signature. His uncle visited the family 
reunion several years ago. 
Bill Ford from Georgia is researching his 
connection to the Bracewell family. His 
grandmother was from the Georgia 
Bracewells. I believe Bill to be connected 
to Richard Bracewell branch. The first 12 
markers from Bill’s DNA test are a 
perfect match. Additional testing will be 
required to confirm the match. 
Lyndall Maxwell from Houston is from 
the James Newton Bracewells (JMB’s 
Brother). Lyndall contacted the website 
looking for information on James Newton 
descendants. It only took a few hours to 
trace his ancestors back to our family tree. 
Alex Bracewell from Canada who runs 
www.bracewell.com an alpine wilderness 
retreat. Ronnie Bracewell contacted Alex 
for information on how they may link to 
our family. We will continue to work on 
linking the two families. 
Wynell Simpson   is researching for 
Crowson ties to the Bracewell family. 
Vickie Carey will be helping Wynell. 
 

www.bracewellfamily.com 
president@bracewellfamily.com

From Interstate 45:  Exit 123 (7 miles 
North of Huntsville, Texas). West on FM 
1696 (1.5 miles) to intersect U.S. 75, turn left 
(.2 miles) to Crabbs Prairie. Turn right on 
FM 1696 and go 17.4 miles to the crossroads 
at 1696 and Grimes Co. Rd. 137. Turn right 
on Co. Rd. 137, and Mt Pleasant is 1.3 miles. 
Follow the signs.  
From Bedias: Texas Hwy. 90 and FM 1696, 
go 2.9 miles East to the crossroads at 1696 
and Co. Rd. 137. Turn left and go 1.3 miles 
to Mt. Pleasant. 

Signs will be posted at the 
intersection of FM 1696 & 137 



Reunion History 
Reading from the 1973 reunion handout:  
The Bracewell Reunion was begun in 
1938 in order to bring back together, at 
least one day each year, the wonderfully 
close and loving group of children and 
grandchildren of Joseph Marion and 
Emmaline Bracewell. The early reunions 
were occasions for the grandchildren to 
show their respect for their grandparents 
and parents and remember, with gratitude, 
the examples they had set with their lives 
- good and simple folks who worked hard, 
who loved their God, loved their children 
and loved their fellow man. Joseph 
Marion and Emmaline's children are 
present only in our memories today. Their 
grandchildren are well represented 
 

Family History Website 
www.bracewellfamily.com 

This document and hundreds like it have 
been placed online at the Bracewell 
family website. The website started as just 
a way to archive family documents to 
preserve them for our future generations. 
Today the website has grown to over two 
hundred documents, four hundred photos, 
and hundreds of pages of family history. 
The website was visited by over fourteen 
hundred people last year who viewed over 
nine thousand pages of documents. 
In July 2004 the free service being 
utilized for hosting the family website 
became unavailable. Unfortunately, the 
site disappeared for several months until a 
call went out for support with two 
options.  We could discontinue the site or 
we could collect donations and continue 
the site with a paid hosting company. 
Overwhelming support for the 
continuance of the site was received and 
$200 was collected to purchase one year 
extension on the website. Due to this 
support we now have plans and 
capabilities to become the leader in 
Bracewell genealogy research. 
 

Bracewell Online 
Community 

The Joseph Marion Bracewell family is 
becoming a leader in Bracewell genealogy 
through the use of new technologies. A 
new family tree program has been added 
to the website that allows all Bracewell 
family members from across the world to 
view and add information. A new 
messaging system will allow the JMB 
family to send messages to all family 
members for important occasions. New 
genealogy & photo software is now being 
tested and should be available soon. 

Website Future 
Our small family website has now grown 
to the average size of a large business site. 
New software, programs, and help is 
needed to keep the site running. 
The goal is to become self-sufficient 
where we will not rely on family 
donations for funding. Until this can be 
accomplished we will need to raise   
$150-$200 yearly to keep the site up and 
running.  
 
 You can help in several ways. 

1. Donation of money to the 
Bracewell Reunion earmarked for 
the website. This option will be 
discussed at the reunion. 

2. Purchase one of the Bracewell 
Reunion DVD’s, Family History 
prints, Photo CD’s, Family Tree 
Prints, or Coat of Arms prints. 

 
The small amount of proceeds from these 
items goes to support enhanced features 
including a compete redesign of the site 
by a professional web programmer. 
 

Bracewell Family DVD 

 
1 hour 55 min. DVD with a look at Mt. 
Pleasant grounds followed by the 1966, 
2000, 2002, and 2003 family reunions. 
 
To ensure enough copies of the Reunion 
DVD, and 2003-2004 Reunion group 
photos, please contact Russell to preorder 
your copies. 
 

Braswell/Bracewell DNA Project 
The results are in and the test shows a 
genetic signature for our branch of the 
family. Continued testing by new 
volunteers will help confirm our previous 
research. 
 

New Bracewell Documents 
A recent trip to the Clayton Library in 
Houston uncovered a wealth of genealogy 
information on the Bracewell family. If 
you are a library card holder you can view 
online over 54 books, 600 census records, 
and 750 other recourses containing the 
keyword Bracewell. Within 10 minutes in 
the England section three references to 
English Bracewells from the 12th and 13th 
century was discovered. A book by 
Joseph Eugene Boulet on the Baptist 
Churches of Grimes County contains a 
short section on Mt. Pleasant. 
 

Did You Know? 
A Bracewell family phone book is in 
development. Update you address, email, 
and phone number to be included. 
 
You can update your mail/email address 
online. Email subscribers will be notified 
of any births, deaths, or family news as it 
occurs. You will also receive the reunion 
notice in advance of the regular mail-out. 
 
Today’s youth are the future of our 
family. If you do not provide them with 
family history, eventually our traditions 
will fade away. Bring your kids and get 
them involved with the reunion. 
 
The reunion grounds are now covered by 
a large open air pavilion and have new 
picnic tables for lunch. 

2005 Bracewell Reunion 


