
Page 38  Chapter 6 

 

  

Chapter 6   The John Humphrey Family 
 
 
John Humphrey was born on April 1, 1847 in Craven County, North Carolina. His 
mother, Drusilla Humphrey, was the daughter of Hiram Humphrey and Nancy 
Jones of Craven County. John Humphrey does not appear in the 1850 census; 
however, the court bonds of 1848 and 1849 indicate his mother, Drusilla, also 
had a daughter born in 1848. Other than the court bonds, there are no records in 
Craven County concerning Drusilla and her daughter, John’s half-sister. 
 
In the 1850 Craven census, there is a listing for a Joseph Murphrey, Brazella, 
John and Dinah living in the adjacent house to Nancy Humphrey, the widow of 
Lewis Humphrey1. Also Joseph Humphrey, uncle of Drusilla, appears only in the 
Schedule 2 slave owner’s listing but not in the Schedule 1 inhabitants, along with 
Nancy Humphrey and others.2  Research into later records found no listings for 
Joseph and Brazella Murphrey and their children. At this time, the writer can 
only speculate that Barzella may be the missing Drusilla and her children. 
 
A small Methodist hymnal, owned by John Humphrey, dated about 1858-9, is in 
the possession of Charles P. Humphrey, great grandson of John.3 
 
In the 1860 Craven census, John 
Humphrey appears for the first 
time in public records, age 13, 
apparently an orphan, in the 
household of Matilda Morris, a 
widow, in the area of Core Creek 
in Craven County. The family of 
Leonard White also lived with 
Matilda. Migrating from Lenoir 
County after 1850, this White 
family settled in the area, 
Leonard’s sons, Frank and 
Reuben, are buried in the Cove 
City area.4 

Figure 7   Thomas Morris House, c. 1820. 

 
John Humphrey enlisted in the Confederate army on September 27, 1861 at the 
age of 14 ½, and was listed as a farmer, 5 feet 6 inches tall. Family history has 
John being discharged in Kinston, with a single silver dollar to his name, walking 
the railroad line back to Craven County.5 
 
In 1867, John Humphrey is listed in the extant voter registration of 1867, 
returning the vote to citizens taking the oath of allegiance to the federal 
government. John Humphrey does not appear in the 1870 Craven census.6 
 
John Humphrey and Julia Eleanor Arnold were married on February 21, 1877 in 
Perfection, Craven County in the home of William Arnold, Julia’s father.  This 
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home still stands on NC Highway 55 in the Perfection area. Daniel Culbreth, 
Methodist minister of Beech Grove (1872-1876), performed the ceremony and the 
witnesses were William W. Prescott, George Milton Lancaster, and John 
Washington Stewart. 7 
 
Of the witnesses, William W. Prescott 
married Julia’s older sister, Eliza 
Arnold (1853-1934) and George M. 
Lancaster married Julia’s older sister, 
Harriet Arnold (1850-1915).  William 
Prescott’s sister, Mary “Polly” 
Prescott was married in 1871 to 
Joseph Humphrey, cousin of John 
Humphrey. John W. Stewart later 
became a prominent businessman in 
New Bern, owning a stable, and later 
was the sales agent and Treasurer for 
the Enterprise Brick and Tile 
Manufacturing Company of Clarks.8 
 
 

Figure 8   Photo of 
 John Humphrey 

 
 
 
 
 
John and Julia made their home in Craven County in Clarks. On December 3, 
1878 John purchased a tract of land from E. R. Stanley for $1200. The tract was 
bounded by Bachelor Creek on the west, south of the Atlantic and North Carolina 
Railroad, bounded on the east by the land of Henry J. B. Clark, and on the south 
by the land of the estate of John H. Richardson and others. The agreement 
purchased the land for an initial payment and annual payments of $200 for four 
years. Part of the purchase was an agreement to maintain the buildings on the 
land. The mortgage was recorded as cancelled in 1891. The brickyard is 
documented on the Lt. Col. Guion (CSA) map of 1864 and the old home existed 
before the war. The original home was of pegged beam construction and over 
many years additional rooms were added and wood siding added to the home.  
Two more generations of Humphreys lived in the home before it was destroyed 
by fire in 1966.9 
 
The first of John and Julia’s children, Laura Gertrude Humphrey, was born on 
November 30, 1877.  
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John, Julia and Laura are listed in the 1880 Craven census residing in Clarks in 
the 8th Township of Craven County. John was a farmer and Julia’s occupation 
was housekeeper in 1880.10 
 
Besides farming, John was also 
involved with a brick business. A 
versatile man, John was a progressive 
farmer, helping introduce soybeans to 
the Craven area. John also wrote 
articles for farming periodicals and was 
a Justice of the Peace. John sold 
medicines and would weight out doses 
for his customers. A family story has 
John sewing a severed finger back on a 
man’s hand after an accident. John was 
a proponent of education and taught 
school for a time.11 
 

Figure 9   Photo of  
Julia Arnold Humphrey 

 
 
After operating the brickyard for many 
years, John opened a dairy in Clarks 
and his son, Jay Lee Humphrey, 
operated the brickyard. 
 
The oldest son, Jay Lee Humphrey, was born on August 16, 1881 in Clarks.  Jay 
Lee’s brother, John William Humphrey, was born on July 7, 1884. The last child, 
a daughter, Clara Julia Humphrey, was born on January 2, 1886.12 
 
 

 Figure 10 
 Photo of the  
John Humphrey 
family 

 
Taken about 1909 in 
Clarks. Front row; John 
and Julia Humphrey, 
Back row; l-r, Jay L. 
Humphrey, Hal Foscue, 
Clara Humphrey Foscue,  
John W. Humphrey and 
two cats. The overhead 
streak is the smoke from 
a passing train. 
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Figure 11   Photo of 
 Laura G. Humphrey, c. 1882 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Figure 12   Photo of Jay Lee Humphrey   

Figure 13   Photo of John W. Humphrey 
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Laura Gertrude died on September 25, 1897 and was buried in the Arnold 
Cemetery near Perfection, along with other members of the Arnold family.13 

 
In 1900, John and Julia Humphrey are listed in the Craven census, along with 
John, Jay, and Clara.14 
 

 
 

Figure 14   John Humphrey Family Tree 

 
 
John and Julia along with other Methodist families in the area attended the 
Beech Grove Methodist Church at Bellair. This church was built in 1871 and 
dedicated in 1876. Several Clark’s residents are buried in the church graveyard.15 
 

 
Figure 15   Beech Grove Methodist Church 
 
John and Julia were members of the Clarks Methodist Church, founded in 1905. 
John served as the first Superintendent of the Sunday School. Son Jay Lee, and 
daughter, Clara Julia were active in collecting money to built the church. In 
the1970s, the Clarks Methodist Church, build a new sanctuary, and the church 
was purchased by William G. Humphrey, and moved to the Jay Lee Humphrey 
home place. The old church building still stands in 2002.16 
 

John Humphrey
1847-1917

Julia Eleanor
Arnold 1856-1912

Laura Gertrude
Humphrey 1877-1897

Jay Lee Humphrey
1881-1964

John W. Humphrey
1884-1942

Clara Julia Humphrey
1886-1980

     m. 1877
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The Humphreys were involved with fund raisers for the new Methodist Church in 
Clarks, two invitations survived in the estate papers of Clara Foscue Bennett: 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Figure 16  Measuring Party 
Invitation, 1907 

 
 
 

Figure 17   Glove Party Invitation 
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Jay Lee and John attended North 
Carolina State College in Raleigh, 
North Carolina. Traveling from the 
Clarks railroad station to Raleigh, 
they befriended a fellow student, 
Haliburton Foscue, from nearby 
Jones County. Haliburton Josephus 
Foscue married Clara Julia 
Humphrey on November 16, 1906 in 
the Clarks Methodist Church. The 
ceremony was performed by George 
B. Webster, and witnessed by M. W. 
Foscue and W. B. Foscue.17 

Figure 18   John W. Humphrey, Hal Foscue, Jay L. Humphrey 

 
Figure 19   The Clarks Methodist Church, circa 1905 
 
Established in 1905, the original church building shown above was moved to the 
Jay Lee Humphrey Sr. homesite about 1980. A new church structure was built 
on the original site in Clarks, NC. Photo 2002 by the author. 
 
John Humphrey built a new home on the south side of Deep Branch in Clarks. 
The wooden two-story home, of typical farmhouse design, stood until the 1980s. 
A photograph of the home and family, about 1912, shows, Hal Foscue, Clara 
Humphrey Foscue, Sara Julia Humphrey (b. 1911), and John Humphrey. The 
original photograph was in the possession of Clara Foscue and in the 1970s was 
restored and distributed by William Grey Humphrey. Unfortunately, the name of 
the dog remains a mystery.18 
 
The dignified home stood between two large brick chimneys, the parlor walls 
were plastered, and the home boasted gas lighting, supplied by a self-contained 
acetylene gas generator in the yard. When the house was electrified much later, 
the electrical wires were routed through the old gas pipes to the new lighting. 
William G. Humphrey acquired and restored the exterior of the home in the 
1970s and the home stood until it was destroyed by fire in the 1980s. 
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The John Humphrey home circa 1912. Left to right: 
Haliburton J. Foscue, Clara J. H. Foscue, John 
Humphrey, and Sara Julia Foscue. 
 

 
 
Figure 20   The John Humphrey Home 
 
Back of the John Humphrey home, circa 1980, after 
restoration work by William G. Humphrey. Photo 
courtesy of William C. Humphrey. 
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Figure 21   John Humphrey Letter, 1909 

Written by John Humphrey to his son, Jay Lee Humphrey in 1909. 
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John William Humphrey and Eva Lane Pittman were married on December 22, 
1910 in Craven County. Hal Foscue and Clara J. Foscue witnessed the marriage. 
J. R. Hurley performed the marriage, in the New Bern Township. An additional 
note, the license records that Eva’s parents, Charles and Annie Pittman were 
living in Kinston in 1910.19 
 
Julia A. Humphrey died on January 28, 1912, the cause of death unknown. Julia 
was buried in the family graveyard on the home place off SR 1225 in Clarks. The 
following obituary appeared in the New Bern Sun Journal in the February 2, 1912 
issue: 

 
Died, Sunday morning at heir home in Clarks, Mrs. J. H. 
Humphrey. The funeral was conducted from the Baptist Church 
Monday morning by Rev. J. M. Wright, and the interment made 
in the cemetery at that place. Mrs. Humphrey had a large number 
of friends in this city who will learn with regret of her death. 
 
 

The above reference to the Baptist church may be incorrect, as Julia and John 
were fervent Methodists and supporters of the Clarks Methodist Church. 
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The New Bern Weekly Journal of February 6, 1912 carried the following: 
 

In Memoriam. 
 

Seldom are relatives and friends more shocked and pained then 
when on Sunday morning last, the sad news passed from lip to 
lip, “Mrs. John Humphrey is dead!” How could we believe it; 
when so late’y we had seen her well, seemingly strong and full of 
life. When a young life is taken away just in the flush of youth, we 
sometimes say “this is saddest time to die”; but when they have 
just reached the “high noon” of life and the toilsome weariness of 
the journey is changing into the quiet joys and ?eanties of the 
noontide glow: when we feel that the much deserved rest has 
begun after the toilsome climb to the summit and quite 
enjoyments of a calmer view of life. There we catch the radiance 
of the eventide glow before we begin the journey towards the 
summit. Surely this is a sadder time to let the go.  But what a 
beautiful gem-crowned life she left us! Faithful and true as a wife, 
fond and loving as a mother; as ever strong and faithful friend; a 
full type all rounded Christian character. But through our tears 
we can smile and say with an infinite trust to His love; as we gaze 
sadly out at the lovely flowers and radiant face of nature that she 
loved so well, “He maketh sore and he bindeth up, He woundeth 
and His hands make whole”. 

 
“A Friend” 

 
Jay Lee Humphrey and Stella Rosa Pittman, sister of Eva, were married on July 
31, 1912, in Lenoir County. Brother John W. Humphrey was a witness.20 
 
In 1915, the Beech Groove Methodist Church dedicated a new brick sanctuary. An 
article in the Heritage of Craven County, by unknown Methodist official mentions 
the hospitality of a night provided by John Humphrey and his son-in-law, Mr. 
Foscue. “The conversation of Brother Humphrey so full of interest and 
information made the hours fly away.”21 
 
In 1917, after contracting pneumonia, John Humphrey died on January 13, 1917. 
He was buried at his home in Clarks, along with his wife, Julia, in the family 
cemetery.  The following obituaries appeared in the local papers: 
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From the New Bern Weekly Journal, dated January 13, 1917: 
 

Mr. J. Humphrey Dead at Clarks 
Esteemed Citizen Passed Away At Early Hour This Morning 

 
Mr. John Humphrey, one of the most highly esteemed citizens of the 
county, this morning succumbed to an attack of pneumonia at his home 
near Clarks. The deceased, who had been ill for several days, was 
seventy-two years of age and was held in high esteem by all who knew 
him. The funeral service will be conducted from the Methodist church at 
that place tomorrow afternoon at 2 o’clock. 

 
From the Sun Journal, dated January 14, 1917: 
 

Funeral of Late Mr. John Humphrey.  Service to be 
Conducted from Methodist Church at Clarks This Afternoon. 

 
The funeral services over the remains of the late Mr. John Humphrey, 
who died at his home in Clarks yesterday morning, will be conducted 
from the Methodist Church at that place at two o’clock and the interment 
will be made in the family burying ground.  
The deceased, who was seventy-two years of age, was stricken a few 
days ago with an attack of pneumonia and being advanced in years, he 
gradually grew worse until the end came. 
The deceased was one of Craven County’s most esteemed citizens and his 
passing will be mourned by friends of the family throughout this section 
of the State. 
 

After his death, many papers and journals were destroyed in the “clearing out”. 
One of his few remaining possessions, a copy of Charles Dickens’, “A Christmas 
Carol”, published in 1867, bears the signature, “John Humphrey 1879”, is in the 
library of the writer. 
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Figure 22   Death Certificate of John Humphrey 
 
John’s death certificate, signed by his son, Jay Lee Humphrey, stated John was 
69 years of age, and born on April 1, 1847.22 The mystery of John’s parentage 
began at that time, as Jay Lee filed the certificate, writing “born in Craven 
County, parents unknown”. Over eighty years later the writer found the 1848 
court records and discovered John’s mother, Drusilla Humphrey of Craven 
County. 
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