
 

 

Duke 

The Family in England 

 

 The origin of the family name is Norman. It is a titular designation which 

signifies “chief” or “leader”. It is synonymous with the French “le Duc”, the Italian “Il 

Duce and the Anglicized title “Duke”. Another authority says the origin is English and 

means a descendent of Duke a pet form of Marmaduke which in turn means “sea leader” 

or “steward”. As a surname it is among the most ancient of those borne by English 

families. 

 

Devonshire Branch 

Armes: Per fesse argent (silver) and azure (blue), three chaplets (wreaths) counter 

charged. 

Crest: Demi-griffin (body of a lion, head of an eagle holding a chaplet azure. 

Motto: Semper Fideliis  (Always faithful). 

 

Suffolk Branch 

Armes: Azure a chevron between three birds argent, membered gules. 

Crest: a sword argent, hilt or stuck in a plume of five ostrich feathers; two azure, three 

argent. 

Motto: In adversis idem (the same in adversity). 

 

 The family is of Norman origin having come from France within the first century 

following William the Conqueror’s defeat of King Harold II at the battle of Hastings on 

October 14, 1066. The family name appears in the Domesday Book which was an attempt 

to register the landed wealth of England at William’s order in 1086. The name is 

frequently mentioned during the reign of the Norman Kings. Large estates were acquired 

in England and members of the family held offices of honor and importance. The earliest 

person believed to be identified in the lineage of this family is Roger le Duc. His is 

among the earliest names recorded by Burke in his pedigrees of the nobility and landed 

gentry of England. Bardsley mentioned him in “English Surnames”. The Reverend 

Rasleigh E.H. Duke, Rector of Maltby, Alford, Lincolnshire in his contribution to 

Miscellanea Genealogica et Heraldica cites Roger Duke circa 1190 as the first identified 

member of the family. 

 

 Roger Duke was one of the first two bailiffs that governed the city of London. A 

bailiff was a person charged with local administrative authority. He was the chief 

magistrate in certain towns or he was an overseer of a landed estate. The office originated 

in the first year of the reign of King Richard I, “the lionhearted” who ruled from 1189 to 

1199. At that time the citizens of London “obtained to be governed  by two bailiffs and 

these bailiffs are in divers ancient deeds called sheriffs”. 

 

 Rogers term as sheriff in 1190 the second year of the reign of Richard Couer de 

Leon was followed by Nicholas Duke who served in 1192 the third year of Richards’s 

reign. In 1193 Roger Duke took office again for the fourth and fifth years of Richard’s 



 

 

reign. In 1208 Roger’s son Peter Duke was named sheriff in the tenth tear of the reign of 

King John (1199-1216). Then a Roger Duke who is assumed to be the son of Peter took 

office as sheriff in 1226. In the following year Roger became the seventh Lord Mayor of 

London and served in that office until the year 1230 during the 12
th

13
th

14
th

, and 15
th

 

years of the reign of Henry III who ruled from 1216 to 1272.    Even then London was a 

great city. 

 

 When an English Monarch drives to Westminster in the royal coach to open 

Parliament he receives a sharp reminder of the fact that in England the king is the servant 

of the people. At Temple Bar the colorful royal procession comes to a halt to receive 

permission from the Lord Mayor of London to enter the inner part of his capital. Inside 

the city limit’s the King is received by the Lord mayor who presents him with a long 

sword that is symbolical of the Lord Mayor’s sovereign status inside the city of London. 

The King takes the sword and immediately hand it back in recognition of the local 

sovereignty. 

 

 After Roger’s service as mayor of London his descendents migrated northeast of 

London through Essex to Suffolk County on the North Sea. During the reign of Edward 

III who ruled from1327 to 1377, Walter Duke of Brampton did homage for his land at 

Framingham Castle. Walter’s son Roger and grandson Robert held those lands at 

Shadingfield through the eleventh year of the reign of Henry VI (circa 1433) who ruled 

from 1422 through 1471. This branch of the family acquired many estates, some by 

marriage to the daughters of titled and landed barons, and some of the descendants were 

knighted. 

 

 There are two main families or branches named Duke which sprung from the 

same progenitor. One was situated in East Anglia, first at Brampton then at Benhall 

Lodge which was built in 1638 by Sir Edward Duke, created a Baronet July 16, 1661, but 

his grandson dying without male issue the title became extinct and the estates passed to 

the female line. There are some original letters of this family in the Tanner MSS Bodelian 

Library. Subsidiary branches were in Essex and Herts.   

 

  During the 17
th

 century Edward Duke fathered 18 children. His grandson, Sir 

Edward sired 29 children by two or more wives. That branch of the family are the 

ancestors of the Dukes who migrated principally to Virginia, North Carolina and Georgia. 

Most of the Dukes throughout the United States, including those that settled in Frederick, 

Cumberland and the Eastern Shore of Maryland are undoubtedly descended from that 

line. Included are the Dukes of Duke University, American Tobacco, etc. and the Dukes 

of Philadelphia. 

 

 Some of Roger Duke’s descendents settled in Essex County, which lies between 

London and Suffolk, and Hertsfordshire which adjoins Essex. Their migration may have 

stopped short of the movement of the Suffolk branch or they may have returned westward 

in subsequent generations. That they are of the same branch of the family as those of 

Suffolk is evidenced by the signature of Richard Duke on a transfer of a mortgage on the 

manor of Ware dated May, 1668. That document was sealed with the arms of the Suffolk 



 

 

branch. It can be found in the British Museum under additional charters numbered 29 and 

533. Richard was the noted divine and poet whose father Richard Sr. was a London 

scrivener whose origins were in Herts. Richard Sr. made a deposition in London on 

August 14, 1664 that he was aged 47, that he was a professional writer and that he was a 

citizen of London. He was born in 1617. 

 

 To all Christian People to whom these present shall come etc. If Anthony 

Bateman Knt. Lord Mayor of London and the Aldermen and Senators of the same City 

send greeting: Know ye on Court held in the Chamber of the Guild Hall of said city 

Richard Duke citizen and scrivener of London aged 47 years and Thos. Goodman citizen 

and scrivener of London, Maravite Perry of (Shaofer?) Co. of Surrey (1649); John 

Bateman ni (?) daughter of  sd  Margaret etc.??? 

  

 Note: These facts of Richard’s life are of interest to the Duke’s of Maryland who 

may be under the misimpression that this was the same Richard who came to Maryland 

in1634. 

 

 It is apparent that other of Lord Mayor Roger Duke’s progeny migrated to the 

west of London to Wiltshire. 

 

 The earliest record of the name of Duke in Wilts is on November 11, 1404 when a 

grant for life was made to the King’s servant John Duc, one of the grooms of the King’s 

chamber, of the office of bailiff itinerant in the county of Wilts. In 1428 Peter Duke the 

son of John Duc was on the jury of an inquisition. He was on the list of gentry in 

Wiltshire in 1433 and 1434. He was among those whose oaths were taken by the Bishop 

of Salisbury and the knights for the county of Wilts. Two branches of the family sprung 

from the origins in Wilts. 

 

 The Duke’s of Maryland are descended from the branch of the family that left 

Wiltshire for southwest England. The progenitor of this branch was John Ross Henry 

Dewke who settled at Sherborne in Dorset. He married the daughter of a man named 

Shelston. This branch of the family claims descent from Henry Fitz Alwynn the First 

mayor of London. 

 

 John’s son William immigrated west from Dorsetshire to Devonshire where he 

was mayor of Exeter in 1460. There he built the conduit in 1461. William acquired 

Powerhayes (Poerhayes) also known as Hayes-Barton by his marriage to Cecily daughter 

and co-heiress of Roger le Poer of Devon. 

 

 William and Cecily had a son named Richard who in turn had two sons Richard 

(II) and Henry. Richard (II) was heir to Poerhayes  and Mayor of Exeter in 1523. His 

wife may have been “Crispian” (“Cristina”) who married a man named Richard Duke on 

July 17, 1540 at Shirwell, Devon. Richard (II)’s son John married Juliana the daughter of 

Thomas Cosenton (Cossington) in Aylesford, county Kent and his wife (unnamed) who 

was the daughter of Sir William Cantilupe of London, knight. John acquired the estate of 

Cosenton through this marriage. 



 

 

 

 Richard (II)’s second son George married first Anne the daughter and co-heir of 

William Wilde, servant to the Archbishop of Canterbury who was of Cumberwell in 

county Surrey in southeast England. George acquired the estate of Cumberwell by this 

marriage. George and Anne had a son Thomas who married Elizabeth Culpepper, 

daughter of John Culpepper of Wakehurst in southwest England, per will proved in 1608. 

They had two daughters Elizabeth and Dorothy who inherited all of the properties 

acquired by George and John and passed them on to descendants not named Duke. 

George wed second Phillipa Weldon in 1546 who had Elizabeth and a son John who died 

without issue. 

 

  Thomas Duke became Lord of the Manor of Milkwell in Camberwell and 

Lambeth and later Cossington in Somerset in southwest England. He and Elizabeth had 

issue: 

1. Sir Edward Duke of Cossington who married first Margaret the daughter of 

William Brockmanof Kent by whom he had issue. He married second Jane 

Russell. 

2. William Duke of Richmond,Surry who married Anne the daughter and coheir of 

Isaac  Rudson of Horston, Kent. 

3. 3.  Richard Duke of Maidstone, baptized August 13, 1568 who married first Anne 

the daughter of  ?  Cowper of Sussex by whom he had at least one son named 

Henry. He married second Mary Carter Symonds the daughter of William Carter 

and Joanne Patterden of Tenderden, Kent and widow of Michael Symonds. Issue 

by the second marriage were Jane who married first John Beale of Farnington 

Court, Kent and second William Duke of Sennoke who was her half brother’s 

son, the son of Henry Duke who was a son of Richard Duke of Maidstone and his 

wife Anne Cowper.  Other issue of Thomas Duke and Elizabeth Culpepper were 

4.  Mathew;  

5. Anne baptized April 15, 1566; 

6. John baptized June 17, 1571 and Henry buried January 11, 1573.  

 

 This family is not to be confused with the Dukes of Devonshire. 

 George and Phillipa’s acquisition of property included monastic lands from part of the 

estates of the Abbeys of Sherborne and Cerne in Dorset as well as Poerhayes in East 

Budleigh Parish which he inherited from William and Cecily through Richard (1) and 

(11) above. George sold Poerhayes to his first cousin Richard (111) thus retaining that 

estate in the Duke family. 

  

Richard (1)’s second son Henry held civic office in Exeter. He married Matilda 

(Mawde) the daughter of Roger White of Awtry (Ottery) St. Mary in Devon. They had 

two sons Richard (111) and John. 

  

Richard (111) was highsheriff of Devon in 1565. His first wife was Elizabeth the 

daughter of John Frank of Yorkshire. They had a daughter Christine born January 27, 

1502/03 whose first husband was the second son of Lord Cobham. Richard’s second wife 

was Jane the daughter of Thomas Holby or Hobbye, of London. Richard and Jane had a 



 

 

son Richard who died young without children. 

  

Richard (111) was chief of the Court of Augmentation and as high sheriff he was 

the chief magistrate in County Devon during the reign of Henry V111.The office of high 

sheriff was for the most part honorary but with numerous financial privileges and 

remunerations. One source records that as part of his wages Richard received several 

monasteries but perhaps he was only able to purchase from the crown the large estates 

belonging to the dissolved abbeys as a result of the influence he derived as clerk of the 

Court of Augmentation. 

  

The Court was established by Henry V111 to try cases effecting the suppression 

of monasteries. The dissolution began while Henry was still in communion with Rome. 

He undertook this measure with at least the secondary purpose of removing a secular 

atmosphere from the church. 

   

Richard (111) had purchased the estate of Poerhayes form his cousin George as 

related above. One of the abbey estates he purchased as clerk was Otterton which 

adjoined Poerhayes. 

 

 The ancient estate of Otterton lies in one of the loveliest regions in England on the 

river Otter near the village of East Budleigh and within a mile or two of the famous 

Devon coast. The ancient estate was very probably the site of a church since Saxon times. 

Some time before the Norman Conquest in 1066 the Manor of Otterton was given in 

trust, perhaps under duress of William the Conqueror to the famous abbey of Mont St. 

Michel in Normandy by the Countess Gwyntha, who was a daughter of King Canute and 

the widow of Earl Godwin and the mother of King Harold who was killed in the Battle of 

Hastings. 

 

 Monks from Normandy built a priory church at Otterton with a single nave. A 

second nave was built later for use of the villagers and a tower was added. A Norman 

arch in the tower, a fifteenth century baptismal font, a tomb of the Duke family dated 

1589 and memorial brass plaques are features still found in the church in the last of the 

20
th

 century. 

 

 The Exeter Domesday Book describes the estate as very valuable in 

agriculture,wood, manufacture of salt, wool, trade and shipping. The river Otter was 

navigable from the ocean to the village until 1500. The monks held the manor from 1155 

to 1403. Little is left of the priory buildings except foundations. The building north of the 

church is thought to have been the priory guest hall. It later became the mansion of the 

Duke family. Under this building is a large vaulted chamber very likely constructed by 

the monks. 

 

  Otterton was held by the Duke family for 250 years until it was sold in1785 to 

Denys Rolle for 72,000 pounds. The Rolle and Duke families acquired extensive 

properties in this district by grant of the crown and by purchase which “they developed 

widely and not ungenerously” per local historian G.E.L. Carter. 



 

 

 

 High sherif, Richard died on September 8, 1570 without a will. A post mortem 

inquisition by Queen Elizabeth on October 12-14, 1570 recited a post nuptial settlement 

whereby the estates of Poerhayes and Otterton were entailed to his brother John. The 

other properties went to Richard’s only surviving daughter Christina and her heirs. 

 

 Henry and Matilda’s second son John Duke of Pinne (Prynne) married first Ellen 

the daughter of Thomas Middleton. John and Ellen had Gilbert who died without heirs; 

Richard (IV); Thomas who died in 1613 or1619 without heirs; Jane and Edith. John’s 

second wife was Agnes the daughter of John Grindall. John and Agnes had Roger who 

married and had two daughters, and Alexander who died without heirs and was buried in 

1634. 

 

 John and Ellen’s second son Richard (IV) married first Martha the daughter of 

John Parker, a London Merchant. Martha died March 1, 1582 or 1583 after bearing five 

girls, a boy named Gregory who died at age two; Richard (V) son and heir; and Robert. 

Richard (IV) wed second December 9, 1583 Katherine daughter of George Prideaux of 

Nutwell who bore him four daughters, a son Humphrey who died without heirs and a son 

Thomas who was admitted to the Inner Temple in 1610 but also died without heirs. 

 

 Richard (IV) died intestate and was buried at Otterton March 21, 1605. An 

inquisition post mortem was taken on October 17, 1605 in the fifth year of the reign of 

King James I wherein his first son Richard (V) who was at least 23 years old inherited 

Poerhayes and Otterton. 

 

 Richard (V) born circa 1576-82 married circa 1598 Margaret the daughter of Sir 

Arthur Basset, knight of Heaton, who bore seven sons and four daughters as follows: 

Richard (VI) born 1599; Robert born and baptized December 4, 1600; Anne born 1603; 

Margaret born 1604; Arthur born 1606; Elizabeth 1607; Francis 1609; Humphrey; Vicar 

of Harpford 1611; Bassett 1614; Thomas 1616;and John 1619. Margaret died in 1619 in 

childbirth of the last son John. 

 

 Richard (V) is the Mr. Duke to whom Sir Walter Raleigh wrote asking to be 

allowed to buy Poerhayes his birthplace which King Edward VI had granted to Walter 

Raleigh Esquire and son John on October 6, between 1547 and 1553 for their lifetime. 

The famous adventurer, captain and courtier wrote in1584: 

 

Mr. Duke, 

I wrote to Mr. Prideaux to move you for the purchase a farm soom tyme in 

my father’s possession. I will most willingly give you whatsoever in your 

conscience you shall deem it worthe and if you shall att any tyme have 

occasion to use mee you shall find mee a thanckfull friend to you and 

yours. I have dealt with Mr. Sprinte for such things as he hath att collitone 

and ther abouts and he hathe promised mee to dpt (depart?) vnto (unto?) 

you inconsideration of hayes according to the valew and you shall not find 

mee an ill neighbor vnto you hereafter I am resolved if I cannot intreat you 



 

 

to build at Colleton but for naturall disposition I have to that place being 

borne in that howse I had rather seat my sealf at large unto Mr. Sprint. I 

take my leve resting redy to contervaile all your courteses to the uttermost 

of my power. Count the XXVI of July 1584. 

 

Your very willing frinde in all it shall be able 

Mr. Raleigh      

   

 The letter is preserved at Albert Memorial Museum in Exeter. Sir Walter’s effort 

to purchase Poerhayes was declined however. 

 

 Richard (V) was admitted to the Inner Temple in 1593 from Lyons Inn. He died at 

about age 66 on April 28
th

, 1641 and is buried at Otterton. His wife was buried after 

giving birth to son John at Otterton July 9, 1619. Richard’s will dated April 17, 1641 was 

proved July 19, 1641. In the will he gives to his eldest daughter Elizabeth 400 pounds 

sterling; to his son Humphrey 80 pounds sterling; to his son Thomas 150 pounds sterling; 

to his son John 5 pounds sterling and the residue to his second son Robert who was made 

sole executor. Richard (VI) the eldest son was disinherited and the other children were 

probably dead. Another source stated Richard the eldest received 5 pounds sterling. 

 

  Richard (VI) the eldest son of Richard and Margaret Bassett was baptized at 

Otterton on October 21, 1599. He matriculated at Exeter College, Oxford University on 

October 24, 1617 and was admitted to the Inner Temple in 1618. He was disinherited for 

matching (marrying) against his father’s will. Richard was buried at Otterton on March 

27, 1653 in the church of St. Michael that adjoins the mansion. 

 

  At the Genealogical Society Headquarters in London on page 503 of the 

“Visitation of Devon” by J.L. Vivian there is the record that Richard Duke of Otterton 

wed Dorothy the daughter of Richard Milford and Margaret Burgoyne on the 29
th

 of 

January 1622/23 at Tawton by a Justice of the Peace. He was 23 or 24 years old at that 

date. On February 9, 1622, they were married at the Church of England at South Tawton. 

A record of the wedding of Richard Milford to Margaret Burgoyne at the Church of 

England on February 22, 1578 in Braunton is written in Latin, the second entry of 

weddings Anno Domini 1578. They had a daughter Dorothy baptized July 30, 1580. 

Dorothy’s parents were given courtesy titles meaning that they were of yeomen stock, per 

family and local historian, Mrs. Sylvia Guthrig. The difficult script in Latin appears to 

indicate a son Roger was baptized October 12, 1623 and a son Thomas was baptized July 

15, 1625.   

 

 Richard’s brother Robert inherited Poerhayes and Otterton. He also matriculated 

at Exeter College  Oxford University and was admitted to the Inner Temple in 1619. He 

was high sheriff of Devon in 1658 and 1659. Robert and his son, another, Richard were 

pardoned for an unsuccessful attempt to assist in the restoration of Charles II to the 

throne at Salisbury on March 11, 1655. Robert was baptized December 4, 1600 and was 

buried on May 19, 1665. His son Richard was also an Oxford student who was admitted 

to the Inner Temple, was high sheriff in1677 and a member of Parliament for Ashburton 



 

 

from 1679 until 1693 or 1696. He was baptized May 11, 1627 and was buried June 10, 

1693. 

 

 Otterton remained the seat of the Duke family from whom have gone various 

branches among them those of Lake and Bulford in Wiltshire; Colyton and Raleigh in 

Devonshire; Cosenton and  Maidenstone in Kent; the southeast coast  of Richmond in 

Surrey and of Castle Jordan in County Meath on the east central coast of Ireland. In turn 

the younger sons of those families who had not inherited the family fortunes, and 

beguiled by visions of conquest and prosperity beyond the sea went to America, the West 

Indies and elsewhere. The branch of the family that migrated to County Sligo on the 

northweast coast of Ireland may have descended from either John, the youngest son of 

Richard (V) and Margaret Bassett, born 1619 or John born 1600-1610 the eldest son of 

John Duke of Lake, Wiltshire. He was a captain in 1662. The Duke branch in Suffolk 

produced no Richards or Johns that could have been Richard who arrived in Maryland in 

1634 or the Richard who arrived in St. Mary’s County in1665.  

   
 

                 Duke Manor at Otterton.             Poerhayes. 
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Henry Duke Councilor - Walter Garland Duke. 

  

Baptisms of the children of Richard Duke, Roger Duke and Robert Duke at the Otterton 

Church from 1568 thru 1638 and various Dukes in the burial register from 1570 to 1708 

were reported to Mrs. Ruth Naylor by a researcher from Plymouth, Devon in August 

1984 are retained in my sources file.             


