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Griffin/Griffith 

 

Armes: Gules, three lioncels (little lions) passant, in pale argent, armed azure. 

Or: Barry of six argent and sable. Three griffins sergeant or.   

Crest: A demi-lion rampant, sable armed gules. 

Motto: Virtus Omnia Noblest “Virtue Enobles All” 

 

            The name is from the Welsh word “gruff”, pronounced “greef” which means fierce 

or terrible. Other interpretations contend that the name signifies “having great faith” or that it 

means “fierce lord”. The correct Welsh spelling is Gruffydd. 

 

       Robert Louis Stevenson once wrote that the proper summit of any Cambrian (Welsh) 

pedigree is a prince. Llewlyn ap Griffydd was the last Prince of Wales in 1077. Since the great 

majority of Welsh formed their surnames from the names of their fathers and grandfathers it is 

expected that the Griffiths (which name is very common in Wales) are descended from that 

Prince. 

 

           Griffin is the Anglicized corruption of Griffith and is common in the English counties 

neighboring Wales. 

 

           Note that the griffin, a national emblem associated with Wales is a mythical monster with 

the body of a lion and a head, wings and claws of an eagle. 

 

           Anthony Griffin was the progenitor of the family in Baltimore. Nothing has been 

found regarding his origins. However, records in Kent County reveal this information: Philip 

Calvert to Anthony Griffyn, Sherrif of Kent County - cause to be elected Burgess per Volume 1 

Page 396, Archives of Maryland. Bill of complaint states Anthony Griffith was granted 110 acres 

of “Harbour Rouse” 21 October 1746 per Chancery Court records 1669-1782 page 90. 

 

The following Court cases are recorded:  

1/15/1658 Gregory Morell Vs. Anthony Griffin 

2/15/1658 Mathew Reade Vs. Anthony Griffin 

3/15/1658 Anthony Griffin Vs. Edward Hull (also a witness to deposition of Francis Brooke) 

2/1/1659 Anthony Griffin Vs John Erickson 

12/1/1660 Anthony Griffin - witness - Capt. Thomas Brodnox  (sold horse to John Coursey) 

12/20/1660 William Hambleton Vs Anthony Griffin 

?/27/1661 John Salter’s widow Janne (sic) appointed Anthony Griffin as her lawful Attorney 

12/20/1661 A statement of Oliver Sprye was received and mentioned Anthony Griffin, and he 

filed a complaint against Thos.Stagwell.  He was paid by the Court for various services “for 

charge and attendance”  

 

In 1670, 75 acres of “Comb Hill” per land patent of A. Griffin    A John Griffith was listed in the 

census of 1800 and 1810, and a Samuel was also listed in 1810. John, Mary, Peter, and Samuel 

Griffin were listed in the census of 1800. No connection has been made to Anthony Griffin the 

yeoman/landsman who served in the British navy on the Frigate “Guerriere” which was defeated 

in battle with the United States Frigate “Constitution” (Old Ironsides) on the 19
th

 of August 
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1812. 

 

Family tradition is that Anthony was a United States citizen who was impressed by the British in 

an action which was a cause of the War of 1812. He is listed among the prisoners taken upon the 

defeat of the “Guerriere” in the United States Archives. The prisoners taken were debarked from 

the “Constitution” at Boston on August 30, 1812, to the Marshall of the District of 

Massachusetts. Two years later he wed Anne Fields on August 22 or 23, 1814. The couple was 

married by Father Enoch Fenwick at St. Peter’s Church on Saratoga St., the first Catholic 

Cathedral Church of Baltimore. Sponsers were Thomas Deloughery, Sarah Mullen and Anne’s 

brother James Fields.            

          

        Anthony made his living as a tailor. In 1819 he resided at Liberty St. north of Pitt St. 

in Oldtown; on the south side of German St. east of Caroline in Fell’s Point from 1822 to1824; 

and the south side of east Pratt St. 3 doors east of Caroline in 1827, all in the 2
nd

 and 3
rd

 wards of 

Baltimore City. 

 

        He was a signer of a petition to the City Council to retain the service of Mr. Joyce as 

keeper of the eastern spring in Fell’s point in 1827. His occupation was “tailor” at each of these 

places, and his widow lived at the last address from 1831 to 1854, occupation “seemstress” 

 

Anthony and Anne had nine children; 

John Ambrose b. 8/4/1815 

Sophia Caroline b. 1/28/1817  

James Fields b. 8/26/1818                

Henry George b. 1/24/1820 

Ann Maria b. 3/22/1821 

Margaret Anastasia b. 11/20/1822 

Edward James b. 10/4/1824 

Anthony John b. 3/11/1826 

Mary Eliza b. 10/1/1828  

 

          Anthony Sr. died in 1830. A receipt from the Baltimore Hospital dated April 17
th

 of that 

year was made out to James Fields in the amount of five dollars for board and medical attention 

for Mr. Anthony Griffin, signed by Wm. Downey. 

 

      Anne had her property tax paid for by her brother James Fields. A receipt for two 

dollars dated 11/2/1838 was made out to him by Samuel Brady, collector for the Mayor and City 

Council of Baltimore for property on the northwest corner of Strawberry Alley. 
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Anne Elizabeth (Fields) Griffith 

 

 Anne Fields Griffith died 8/29/1873 in her 77
th

 year. She had fallen and broken a leg on 

the steps of Immaculate Conception church on Mosher St. according to an obituary in one of the 

Baltimore newspapers. She was buried from the residence of her son John A. Griffith at 404 

Eutaw Place and was interred in his plot at New Cathedral (Bonnie Bray) cemetery. 

 

          John Ambrose Griffith was the eldest and wealthiest member of the family. He made quite 

a fortune for his day in the business of selling tailors trimmings. He had stores in Baltimore and 

Cincinnati Ohio. He first lived at Front St. opposite St. Vincent de Paul church and later at 404 

Eutaw Place. He always supported his mother and had a pastel portrait of her done, which was 

passed on to James E. Codd Jr. through the generosity of another of her descendents, Elise 

Cassidy. Upon the death of his first wife, Mary Dowling, his sister Margaret kept house for him. 

His second marriage to a Miss Cooper ended in a separation. The newspaper account of his death 

reads as follows: 

 

Death of a Well Known Merchant 

Mr. John A. Griffith of the firm John A. Griffith & Co. dealers in 

Trimmings at 247 west Baltimore St. died yesterday at Cape May, New 

Jersey where he had gone with his family to spend the summer.  He had 

been in delicate health for the last five or six years. Mr. Griffith was 

born in Baltimore and was in his 63
rd

 year. In 1853 he established in 

Cincinnati the house of John A. Griffith & Co. and continued there 

until 1860 when he removed to Baltimore continuing business in Ohio 

as a branch. He had been a director for the city in the Western 

Maryland Railroad, a member of the water board and at the time of his 



 

4 

death he was a director in the Peabody Heights Railroad. His three 

children were John b.7/1/51, drowned 10/4/62 in Jones Falls; Edward 

b. 10/27/54, wed Emma Lanahan 11/27/84; and Maryann b. 11/10/55 

wed 4/12/83 Vivien Neale. 

 

The second child and eldest daughter, Sophia Caroline wed a man named Carman. Nothing more 

is known of her or the next child James Fields Griffith.  Henry George wed Jane Stone and had 

five children. William wed a girl named Ella ???  Henry wed and moved to Chicago.  John lived 

most of his life in Rome Italy and died there.  Augustus wed and moved to New York.  Edward 

wed, went West to Illinois and then settled in Los Angeles, California. Ann Maria wed William 

McCormick a wealthy newspaper editor in Greensboro, N.C. They had five children.  Margaret 

Anastasia kept house for elder brother John and at his death was left ten thousand dollars. She 

never married.  Edward James was about six years old when his father died leaving his mother 

with nine children all under 15 years of age. See the Codd family for his biography. 

 

 Anthony Griffith Jr. was a private in Captain Pipers Company of the United Maryland 

Artillery. He married, had a daughter Eliza Jane b. 3/17/1849, baptized 3/31/1849 at St. Peter’s 

Catholic Church, went to San Francisco during the gold rush and made a fortune as a wholesaler 

of dried fish. 

 

     Mary Eliza produced the sampler at the Carmelite monastery in 1844.where in she 

identifies herself as Eliza Griffith. It became the possession of James Codd through the 

generosity of Elise Cassidy. Mary wed John D. Stewart 4/12/50 and was a forbear of Elise. 
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