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From the Editor
I had a fabulous time at the Amesbury reunion. My hat is off to
Marjorie McCabe and to Luther and Kathy Colby for planning a
successful and well-attended event. I am beginning to remember
more faces and establish personal connections with more of you,
instead of knowing individuals by their addresses. I was also
encouraged to see that the soggy weather didn’t keep folks away.
The Macy-Colby House has a new floor, thanks to a large donation
from an Amesbury resident, and it looks terrific! It was so generous
of Frances Dowd and the Friends of the Macy-Colby House to not
only have the house open for our convenience, but to provide
delicious refreshments both Friday evening and Saturday morning.
I would also like to extend my thanks to Marcia Melnyk for such a
poignant talk, reminding us how important it is to preserve not only
the legacies of our ancestors or our family members, but our own as
well. Perhaps one reason this reunion was a little more personal for
me, is the absence of our former President Neal Slocum and the
sadness we all feel about his death in early August. Though we
missed both he and Beverly, it was good to be able to share
memories of Neal with other folks who knew him. I have a small
engraved photo album that I would like to send to Bev. If you have
any photos, notes, or anything you would like me to include, please
send them to me. Keep sending your news!

Errata: In the June 2004 issue, page 4, Births listing – Carolyn
Williamson is the daughter of Jay Strong Williamson. Jay’s brother
Jon is Carolyn’s uncle.
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Colby Clan Reunion
st

The 51 Colby Reunion in Amesbury was a terrific event,
enjoyed by all. Many folks arrived on Friday evening and
gathered at the home of Luther and Kathleen Colby where
we were given a very warm and welcome reception. In her
usual fashion, Kathy provided a bountiful array of food and
refreshments. It was a nice opportunity for folks to meet
each other, get reacquainted, relax, and enjoy each other’s
company.
Saturday’s events began with registration and check-in at the
Macy-Colby House, where the Friends of the Macy-Colby
House provided us with good coffee and a terrific variety of
bagels, muffins, and other delicious pastries. Though the
rain waxed and waned, attendance was good, and there were
many smiling faces. We were given a guided tour of the
Bartlett Museum, accompanied by Amesbury resident (and
relative) Sue Dowd.
The crowd moved to the Amesbury Playhouse for the rest of
the day’s activities. We began with our business meeting,
which is outlined in the Secretary’s Report on page 6. After
the meeting, we were given a talk by Marcia Melnyk
entitled, “Oral History: Separating Fact from Fiction..” I
have included some of the points from Marcia’s talk on page
2. If you would like the full outline, I will be happy to send
it to you. After Marcia’s talk, we presented the annual
awards to the youngest person in attendance, oldest person
in attendance, and the person who traveled the greatest
distance to attend. See pages 5 and 6 for photos of our
award winners. The award presentation was followed by a
very delicious meal served by the Amesbury Playhouse staff.

Save the Date!
Colby Clan Reunion 2005
Saturday, August 20
East Hartford, Connecticut
Hosted by Billy L. Colby
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Reunion photos were provided by Marjorie McCabe of
Amesbury, MA and George W. Colby of Manorville, NY.

News from the Colby Members

Barbara Zdravesky, Jim F. Colby, Jim W. Colby

Herb and Dorothy Williamson of Newburyport, MA sent this note.
Jay Strong Williamson and his wife Jennifer who are the parents of
Carolyn (see June 2004 newsletter). Jay and Jennifer live in
Amesbury. Jay is the Curator of the Historical Society of Old
Newbury in Newburyport and is an Art Dealer. He is also on the
Historical Commission in Amesbury. He was previously on the
Newburyport Historical Commission. Jennifer makes wedding cakes
and other cakes. Her business is known as "Jenny's Wedding
Cakes". One of her wedding cakes was featured in "Elegant
Wedding" magazine , Fall- Winter 2003. They selected her cake to
be on a full color page.

Barbara Zdravesky

These pictures were sent to me from Robert Dykema of Twin Lake,
MI. This is a Colby Reunion at Twin Lake County Park on Sunday,
July 18, 2004. These are the Colbys of Muskegon and Oceana
Counties of Michigan, descendants of Sidney and Laban Colby,
sons Asel Colby, who was in Calumet County, Wisconsin in 1860.
Asel’s wife remarried to Mathew Anderson in 1867. Sidney had a
son Elmer, of Rothbury, MI, who then had eleven children, one of
whom was Robert’s mother, Arlene Colby. There were about two
hundred in attendance at this reunion, one person from Petersburg,
FL. This reunion takes place annually on the third Sunday in July.

Jean Whyte, Barbara Zdravesky, Carolyn Mohun

“Oral History: Separating Fact from Fiction”
by Marcia D. Melnyk, Genealogical Researcher
Rowley, MA
Audio or video recording an oral history can be a very
special way to preserve the thoughts, ideas, and memories of
another time and place. It is a unique way to hold on to your
ancestors, to hear their voices many years from now. We
can preserve for our children and future generations that
which made our ancestors the special individuals that they
are – with their images, voices, and laughter. We can also
record and save our own memories in the same way.
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.

Determine who your subject will be
Discuss the possibility of interviewing with your
subject in advance.
Determine a time and location.
Compile a notebook of pertinent records.
Determine what local or world events took place
during their lifetime.
Make a list of questions to ask.
Be sensitive that audio/video recorders may be
foreign to older persons.

Cont. on page 7.
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at Letterkenny Army Depot. My wife and I fell in love with
Chambersburg and Franklin County, and said that some day we
will return and stay, which we did in 1994. Just an example of
why someone moves from New England to Pennsylvania.
Chambersburg will be opening its new Heritage Center on July
16th. This will help visitors understand the history of
Chambersburg and Franklin County, reaching back to 1734, when
the town was founded. We were on the Frontier, defending
settlements against the Indians. We were heavily engaged in the
French and Indian War and the Revolutionary War. One of the
first major engagements of the Revolutionary War took place at
Fort Loudoun, PA, a logistical post on the western side of
Franklin County. John Wayne's "Allegheny Uprising" movie
depicted these events in history. Obviously, this predated
Ephraim Colby's interest in this area. Then, came the Railroad,
which helped establish Chambersburg as a major center for
commerce, as it was a crossroads north and south, and eventually
east and west over the mountains to Pittsburgh. Gift is a popular
Franklin county name, even today. I know several Gifts. I will
speak with a few historians and ask them when significant events
or industry might have brought Ephraim Colby to Chambersburg
in the early 1800's. Good luck....Paul E. Cullinane, Jr. Son of
Paul E. Cullinane and Mary Colby Cullinane (Roxbury, MA).
Harold and Betty Colby were the oldest in attendance. Harold
is the last of Elmer Colby’s children. The infant is Jarek
Joseph Stalec, born June 13, 2004 in Muskegon, MI.

This is the Winthrop Colby clan. The photo was taken on
August 5, 2001 and was sent to me from Paul Cullinane of
Chambersburg, PA.

Captain Glenn A. Colby of Pawtucket, RI. This picture was
taken in Iraq. Glenn is in the 231st police battalion/Hotel
Company/APO.
This note was sent to me from Paul Cullinane of
Chambersburg, PA. I am a Massachusetts Colby descendent, as
my mother was Mary Catherine Colby, daughter of Randolph
and Florence Colby of Massachusetts. When I saw your article
in the Public Opinion, I immediately turned to the March 2004
edition of the "Colby Clan Communications", and found your
request at the top of page 6 (an inquiry from Janet Heck). My
next thought is for you to contact the Kittochtinny Historical
Society, here in Chambersburg. They operate a genealogical
library, which many people across the country turn to in similar
research situations. You may reach them at 175 East King
Street, Chambersburg, PA 17201 (717) 264-1667. They are
usually open three or four days each week, Wednesday or
Thursday thru Sunday at this time of year, so keep trying. I
came to Chambersburg when the U.S. Army stationed me here

Left: Mildred Colby Ward, will be
98 years old on September 17, 2004.
She is pictured with her daughter
Barbara Cilley. Below: Standing,
left to right – Priscilla Chickering,
Ralph Houghton, George Vincent
Colby. Sitting, left to right – Susan
Colby Szltmarsh (80th birthday
party), Abby Colby Cirioni (Susan’s
sister). All are 8th generation
descendants of Abraham Colby who
settled on Wood Hill in Bow, NH.
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IN MEMORIAM

“It is good to have an end to
a journey toward; but it is
the journey that matters in
the end.”
~ Ursula K. LeGuinn

NEAL CUMMINGS SLOCUM
BURLINGTON - Neal Cummings Slocum, 76, of
Burlington, passed away Aug. 5, 2004, surrounded by his
loving family. He was born Jan. 6, 1928, in Keene, N.H.,
the son of Harry J. Slocum and Lottie C. Slocum. He
graduated from Keene High School in 1947, and earned
his B.S. in industrial arts from Keene Teachers College in
1952. At Keene, Neal met the love of his life, Beverly
Anne Blasenak. They were married May 16, 1953 in
Littleton, N.H. Neal had a lifelong love of aviation. While
attending college, he worked at the town airport. Likened
to the "hobos" of his day who spent hours riding the rails,
Neal was given the nickname "Skybo" due to hours spent
at the airport and his passion for flying. Neal served in the
U.S. Air Force from 1952 to 1956 as an avionics instructor
and instrument technician. He was an active member of
the Experimental Aircraft Association. Neal and Beverly
moved to Burlington in 1956, when Neal accepted a
teaching position at Burlington High School. After a year
of teaching, he moved on to T.A. Haigh Lumber Company
where he worked from 1957 to 1966 as a custom millwork
designer. In 1967, Neal began the most rewarding job of

his professional life, for the next 13 years, he served Burlington
public schools as audiovisual graphics designer, creating custom
visual ads. He also led many workshops for teachers and was
fondly remembered as a "teacher's teacher," for his
extraordinary patience and attention to detail. In 1972, Neal
earned his M.Ed. from Keene State College. In 1979, Neal
returned to Burlington High School as a drafting teacher, and
retired in 1991. Neal actively supported boy scouting. He was a
longtime member of the First Congregational Church of
Burlington. Neal served on the board of Ruggles House and was
a loyal alumnus of Keene State College. His family will fondly
remember Neal's passion for building and collecting model
airplanes from the "Golden Age" of aviation. Neal was also an
avid photographer and a skilled wordworking craftsman. Above
all, Neal had a gentle and compassionate heart. He spent many
hours being a faithful friend to the elderly and had an
extraordinary gift for giving his talents and time to others. Neal
also had a special love for animals. Neal is survived by his
loving wife of 51 years, Beverly Anne (Blasenak) Slocum of
South Burlington; his children, Lee Ann (Slocum) Orlando and
her husband, John Orlando, of Williston, Dean C. Slocum and
his partner, Cyndy Craft, of Richmond; and son-in-law, Terry
K. Bonson of Burlington. Neal was also a devoted grandfather
to Kirsten, Alex, and Patrick Bonson, and to Andrea, Taylor,
and Alisa Craft. He will be greatly missed by his cats Shadow
and Chester. Neal was predeceased by his parents; a daughter,
Susan Jean Slocum; and a cherished mother-inlaw, Beatrice
Blasenak. A memorial service to celebrate Neal's life was held
Thursday, Aug. 12, in the First Congregational Church,
Burlington. Neal's family requests that donations be made to the
Humane Society of Chittenden County, 142 Kindness Court,
South Burlington, Vt. 05403. "The reward of a thing well done
is to have done it." -Ralph Waldo Emerson

Neal Slocum 2000
Former Colby Clan President

Beverly Slocum
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Barbara Zdravesky, Bruce and Mary Milton of
Bloomington, MN

Frances Dowd
Barbara Zdravesky and Adeline Stack

Luther and Kathy Colby
Our speaker, Marcia Melnyk.

Adeline Stack
Youngest in attendance at the Colby
Reunion – Alexis Scott, age 3, of
Enfield, CT.

Nancy Poland of South Portland, ME

A special thanks goes to Ruth Sears of
San Francisco, CA for making the pen
holders distributed at the reunion. We
appreciate Ruth’s faithfulness in
providing gifts each year for the reunion
attendees.
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Oldest in attendance, Mrs. Cedric (Jean) Ruiter, age 91, of
Concord, NH. Jean attended the reunion with Bruce
MacWilliams, also of Concord.

Farthest distance traveled to the reunion – Jean Whyte (on the
right) and her friend. These ladies traveled from Hertfordshire,
England!

Interesting Colby Facts
A couple of Colby boys make good. I think Fred is Frederick
Colby s/o Albert H. Colby and Sabrina Clothier and Ed is
probably Albert's brother, Edwin. They were the only Colby
families in this area in the 1880's
ADAMS, CLAY, HALL, AND HAMILTON COUNTIES,
NEBRASKA BIOGRAPHICAL AND HISTORICAL
MEMOIRS.
Hamilton County, Nebraska
In the early part of 1885, a great deal of petty thieving was
going on in the vicinity of Marquette, from farmers in the
surrounding country and from merchants in the town, several
burglaries even being committed. It was concluded that and
organized band of outlaws existed in that section of the county,
and the commissioners took steps for their apprehension and
conviction, making a special appropriation of funds for that
purpose. Messrs. Haniner & Kellogg were attorneys for the
county and at once entered upon an investigation of the matter.
A detective was employed and in a short time an overwhelming
amount of evidence was accumulated and six members of the
gang were arrested. A special term of the court was called in
June, 1885, for their trial, but so completely had the work of
securing evidence been done, that no defense was attempted, the
parties pleading guilty. Ed Colby, Fred Colby, Richard Shull,
Jacob Mundell and Cab Rumrey were each sentenced to two
years and six months and J. Garrett to one year in the
penitentiary.

To get updates and to see what other Colby family research is
being discussed, please visit the following website:
http://lists.rootsweb.com/index/surname/c/colby.html. You can
subscribe and have queries and other information emailed to
you.
Secretary’s Report
Submitted by Barbara J. Zdravesky
The annual meeting of the Colby Clan Association was held on
Saturday, August 21 at the Amesbury Playhouse in Amesbury,
MA. In the absence of a sitting President, the meeting was
facilitated by Barbara Zdravesky. The first order of business
was the election of new officers. The proposed slate of officers
was as follows: President, James F. Colby of Scarborough,
ME; Vice-President James W. Colby of Falls Church, VA;
Secretary Barbara J. Zdravesky of Pawtucket, RI, and
Treasurer Adeline Stack of South Portland, ME. The motion
was made by Doby C. Hall of Hamden, CT and seconded by
Dot Martin of Detroit, MI.
Nancy Poland of South Portland, ME read the names of family
members who passed away since the 2003 reunion. A memorial
tribute was made to our former President, Neal Slocum of
Burlington, VT. New President Jim F. Colby said a few words
in memory of Neal, then new Vice-President, Jim W. Colby
spoke about Neal’s funeral. Secretary Barbara Zdravesky
offered a few words of recognition for Neal’s service as
President. Doby Hall said a prayer for all of our deceased
family members and we then observed a moment of silence.
The remainder of the meeting was facilitated by President Jim
F. Colby. A motion was made to accept the minutes of the 2003
business meeting, as published in the September 2003
newsletter, by Arnold Sears of San Francisco, CA and
seconded by Walter Brown of West Ossippe, NH. A motion
was made to accept the treasurer’s report, as presented by
Adeline Stack, by Bruce Milton of Bloomington, MN and
seconded by Bill Whidden of South Weymouth, MA. Jim then
recognized all new members and asked them to introduce
themselves. A discussion to continue financial support of the
Macy-Colby House in the amount of $400 was followed by a
motion from Bill Whidden and seconded by Arnold Sears. A
benediction was given by George W. Colby of Manorville, NY
and a motion was made by Doby Hall to adjourn the meeting,
seconded by Carolyn Mohun of Redwood City, CA.
Treasurer’s Report
Submitted by Adeline Stack
August 23, 2003
$798.08 working capital
Dues and donations
$1,530.00
Interest
$1.98
M/C House donations
$280.00
$680.00
Newsletters
$480.00
Reunion 2003
$111.79
Postage, printing, etc.
$215.00
Reunion 2004
$180.00
Add to CDs
$113.42
August 21, 2004
$2,610.06
$1,780.21
$829.85 (working capital)
3 CDs
$7,204.94
$8,034.79
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Can Anyone Help?
Katie Colby, 18-133 Kimberly Court, Red Bank, NJ 07701.
We do not know much of my grandfather's (William John
Colby) family history. All I know was that he was born in
Manhattan and lived most of married his life in Bronx, NY. He
married my grandmother, Estelle (O’Brien) Colby; thus my dad
- William Anthony Colby who was born in Manhattan March
10, 1929. I know that my grandfather was in the US Army
during WWI and served in France. He was so excited to return
home that when his troop ship entered NY Harbor and he saw
the Statue of Liberty - he jumped overboard and swam to the
shore line. My dad said that was a true story. He died in May of
1971! I did not know his parents and for some reason I recall
my dad saying that he believed his dad was orphaned early in
life. I know that my grandfather did have some relatives on
Long Island - but that's about all I know. My dad was an only
child.
Robert W. Dykema of 7272 Blue Lake Road, Twin Lake, MI
49457 is trying to find out some information on Asel Colby who
was in Charlestown Calumet county Wisconsin in 1860 census.
I know where the rest of the family went. Something happened
between 1860 and 1867 because his wife remarried to a Mathew
Anderson in White River Twp. Muskegon, MI. My mother was
a Colby. I can't find any thing on his parents. He was born in
Vermont.

Cont. from page 2
8. Make sure the interview location is comfortable,
quiet, and private.
9. Ask the subject to write down things that may come
to mind after the interview.
10. If time allows, give your subject one of the many
books available on keeping a personal history,
recording memories, etc.
11. Always thank your subject and ask if you may
contact them with questions in the future.
12. If there is sensitive information contained in the
interview, ask the subject what they wish to have
done with it.
Examples of questions you can ask:
• When and where were you born? How old are you
now?
• How many siblings are there in your family? What
was their order of birth?
• What is your first memory as a child? Why do you
think that memory is so vivid?
• Who were your parents? When and where were
they born? Do they have siblings? How did they
meet? What was their occupation?
• What do you recall about the house you grew up
in? Who were your neighbors?
• What were your chores? Which ones did you like
or dislike?
• What traditions does your family observe? Are
there any family heirlooms that you have?
• What were your dreams and expectations for the
future? What were your major concerns? What
events caused you to change your plans for the
future?
• What was the most rewarding time of your life?
What, if anything, would you change? What single
piece of advice would you like to give others?
Remember – Recording your own memories is just as
important as doing so for others. Answer your own
questions and record your answers for your children and
future generations.
The full outline and list of resources for Marcia’s talk is
available upon request.

Barbara Zdravesky and George W. Colby

Marjorie McCabe and Dot Martin

Dot Martin and Marion Colby
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Our reunion “party favors” were made by Marjorie McCabe with the help of her husband. They are wooden models of the Macy-Colby
House. Very creative!

Mary Milton and Jim Colby

Barbara J. Zdravesky
123 Mulberry Street
Pawtucket, RI 02860
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