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From the Editor
Happy New Year! September seems like such a long time ago. I
hope that every one of you enjoyed your holiday season. I think
this issue of the Colby newsletter is a good one, thanks to
contributions sent in from several members. If you haven’t
already signed on the rootsweb Colby list, you’re missing out.
Subscribers have access to lots of family research information and
can be in touch with many others who are doing good work
investigating all the family secrets. ☺ To sign up, use the url on
page 7. Please mark your calendars for the Colby reunion on
August 18. I know that Paula is going to show us a fabulous time
in Massachusetts. Please read through her note in the next
column. I have been working on organizing several old
scrapbooks that Bea Blasenak compiled. It is fun work sorting
through so many old articles, photos and memorabilia. I will be
sure to bring them to the reunion so everyone can enjoy them.
Most of you know that we have had a surprisingly mild winter
here in New England. However, February brought the bitter cold
temperatures and the icy wind, but still no snow…..so far. Stay
tuned, and Stay warm!

54th Annual Colby Clan
Reunion
From Paula Belyea:
Well - plans are underway for the 54th Colby Reunion to be
held August 18, 2007. The reunion will be held in Wakefield,
MA this year at the Parish Hall of the Most Blessed Sacrament
Church. A buffet luncheon is being planned again this year so
you will not have to make a choice about what you want to eat
– you can have it all! Our entertainment program with a
vintage flavor following the business meeting is sure to
please…surprises are so much fun, aren’t they? But, we are
also looking to greet as many Colby descendant children as
our members are willing to bring, as activities are being
planned for their personal entertainment (and we will be
asking for their ages on the reservation form coming out later
this year)! Remember—without involving our children, our
annual reunion may someday cease to exist! (Good heavens,
no! Plan to bring those young-uns!) Hotel accommodations
are still in process at this writing, but should be finalized very
soon.
Please feel free to e-mail Paula Belyea at
ppbel@yahoo.com - she will be happy to provide this
information (and any other that you may require) as soon as it
is available (please put “Colby reunion” in the subject line).
What, no e-mail! Call Paula at 781/595-2457 and be sure to
leave a message if she’s not home!
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Your reunion committee—
Paula (DeGusto) Belyea, Christine (DeGusto) Corbett,
Pauline Colby DeGusto, Joan (DeGusto)—
is looking forward to greeting you this August!
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News from the Colby Members
Kathleen Colby of Amesbury, MA -- I have now been elected
treasurer, along with being the secretary, of the Friends. Next year I'll
give you an update and photos before June of what's going on at the
Macy Colby House so people can see that their money is being well
spent. We very much appreciate everyone's generation support. This
year alone we've spend close to $25,000 on major repairs. But now the
house will be standing for a few more hundred years, we hope.
In a letter to Adeline Stack, Kathy wrote:
“We want to thank you all for the hard work you do for the Colby Clan
and we do appreciate the Colby Clan members’ generosity. It does
help with the upkeep for the Macy-Colby House. We have finished the
first draft of the National Register application. Margaret Rice started
this in the 1980s, but never completed it. Once the application is final,
it will go to the MA Historical Commission and then to the National
Register Commission. The ‘nationals’ meet only quarterly each year so
it could be a year or longer before we get on the Register. We know we
will be registered; it’s just a matter of waiting our turn. When that
happens, we will have a celebration.”
The Friends of the Macy-Colby House had a ceremony on September
27, 2006 to recognize the work of Hazele and Milton Kray for many
years of service to the Macy-Colby House. One of the photos has a
picture of the plaque and a citation from the State of Massachusetts.
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IN MEMORIAM
Frances Dowd passed away this past year. Frances was the
treasurer of the Friends of the Macy Colby House committee.
Ruth Brown Colby, 78, Mission, Texas, died of a heart attack, Wednesday,
Aug. 9, 2000, at her home. She was born March 24, 1922, on a farm near
Stockport, the daughter and step daughter of Ira L. and Donna Vancine
Brown of Fairfield. She lived many years of her life in Fairfield, Burlington
and graduated from high school in Fort Madison. She also accompanied her
husband, Craig, to many foreign countries while he was with the Air Force.
When they retired they moved to Mission, Texas and made it their
permanent home. She was also the person that helped get the "Smoke
Piercing Camera" for the fire department. She is survived by two daughters,
Karla Robinson, Chicago, IL and Anita Bywater, Daleville, AK; one brother,
Dwight "Bud" Brown, Clive; five grandchildren; and six great
grandchildren. A funeral mass was held Saturday, Aug. 12, in Mission,
Texas. Burial was in Spencer Cemetery, Stockport.
Lois G. Colby, 77, of Martha Street in Claremont and recently a patient at
Sullivan County Nursing Home in Unity, died Sunday, June 26, 2005, at
Valley Regional Hospital. She was born in Springfield, VT on April 22,
1928, and was adopted by Joseph and Annie Gosselin of Springfield. She
graduated from Springfield High School in 1946. She worked for five years
in Albany, NY, for 20 years at Bryant Grinder Corp. in Springfield, Vt., for
11 1/2 years at Joy Manufacturing Co. in Claremont, and for 6 1/2 years at
American Brush in Claremont. On Aug. 17, 1973, she was married to
Dawson H. Colby, who died on Sept. 14, 1993. Survivors include one son,
Alan Gavin, who made his home with Mrs. Colby in Claremont; one
daughter, Diane Lawrence of Langdon, NH; three stepchildren, Susan J.
Burbank of Livingston Manor, NY, Dawson H. Colby Jr. of Cement City,
MI, and Kenneth Colby of Poway, Calif.; six grandchildren; and one greatgrandson. A memorial service was held at Stringer Funeral Home in
Claremont, with the Rev. Shawn M. Therrien of St. Mary Parish officiating.
Interment followed at Pine Crest Cemetery in Charlestown.
Betty M. Colby, age 78, of Canton, OH, passed away Tuesday, April 17,
2001 in the Country Lawn Nursing Home following an extended illness.
Born in Akron, OH, on May 29, 1922, she was the daughter of the late John
and Lovina Bowermaster. She had lived most of her life in the Canton area
and was a retired employee of General Electric Credit Co., retiring in 1983
after 20 years of service. She was preceded in death by her husband, Omer
Colby, who passed away Nov. 10, 1989 and also by a sister, Madeline
Arnold. Survivors include her daughter, Cynthia Jacobs of Canton and her
son and daughter-in-law, Randy and Estella Colby of Loveland, CO; her
brother, Jim Bowermaster of Mt. Pleasant, SC; five grandchildren and their
spouses,Patrick Jacobs and Stephanie, Shannon Jacobs-Lippert and Robert,
Jennifer Calhoun, all of Canton, Sean Jacobs and Elizabeth Shimp of
Massillon and William Colby and Kate of Loveland, CO; 11 greatgrandchildren. There were no services as her wishes were to be cremated.
Peggy Irene Colby, 68, of Loveland, formerly of Aurora, died April 6, 1999
in Sun City Center, FL. Services were April 16. Mrs. Colby was born in
Flint, MI, on Oct. 20, 1930. She married Gerald W. Colby, 1949. She was a
retired secretary. She was a member of All Saints Episcopal Church.
Survivors include her husband; son Craig of Eagle; daughters Sylvia Dane of
Boulder, Nora Cedarwin of WA, Ann Whisenant of TX; 10 grandchildren
Franklyn E. Colby died December 3, 2003 in Tonawanda, NY; husband of
the late Margaret Jean Colby; dear father of Robert (Suzanne) and Theodore
(Paula) Colby; grandfather of Scott (Lisa), Lisa Popp (Joseph), Suzanne
Battilana (Samuel), Craig, Traci, Christopher and Patrick; also survived by
five great-grandchildren.

and Kathleen Testone. She is also survived by 1 Sister and 2
Grandchildren Robert and Katie Ireland. Memorial Service was held at
Fairfax Memorial Funeral Home, Fairfax, VA on Wednesday, July 27,
2005. Interment was held in Laconia, NH at a later date. In lieu of
flowers, contributions may be made to the American Diabetes
Association.
Larry Samuel Colby -- August 5, 1934 - July 14, 2006 Larry passed
away suddenly on his boat in the early morning sunshine. He will be
lovingly remembered by his wife of 48 years, Bar-Jean; his children
Wesley (Nancy), Brooke (Roxanne), Larissa (Asiff), Douglas (Cheryl),
Spencer (Connie); his grandchildren, Alexander, Amanda, Chantal,
Kaitlind, Kyle, Khalil, Dustin, Taylor, Paige, Mackenzie, Benjamin; his
siblings June (Stan), Irwin (Marianne), Sharon (Mel), Lynne (Wayne)
and their families. Larry also leaves behind a large extended family and
many treasured friends who will miss him dearly. He was predeceased
by his father, Samuel Francis Colby and his mother, Norah Frances
Colby. Larry was born in Vancouver, BC on August 5, 1934. He
enjoyed an adventurous youth and then joined the Royal Canadian Navy
in 1953. It was during his naval service that he met and fell in love with
Bar-Jean. They took up permanent residence in White Rock in 1962
with their young family and have lived there ever since. Larry's passions
for people and new ideas led him on a wonderful life's journey that
included stints as newspaper columnist, entrepreneur, plumber, realtor
and city counselor. Recently, Larry was involved in helping to promote
local tourism and was very excited about the upcoming Olympics in his
beloved province. Larry never lost his love of the sea and cherished his
time with Bar-Jean motoring and tinkering on their boat. With a larger
than life personality, Larry maintained a positive outlook and lived life
to the fullest. He will remain an inspiration to both family and friends. A
memorial service was held on Wednesday, July 19th at Peace Arch
Provincial Park, Surrey, BC. In lieu of flowers, donations will be
gratefully accepted to CH.I.L.D. FOUNDATION CANADA or PEACE
ARCH HOSPITAL AND COMMUNITY HEALTH FOUNDATION.
Victory Memorial Park Funeral Centre www.victorymemorialpark.com
604-536-6522
Irwin Keith Colby -- July 14th, 1931 - August 16th, 2006 It is with
great sadness we announce the sudden passing of our wonderful
husband, father, papa, brother, uncle and friend. He will be forever
loved by his wife Marianne (Peanut): they had 55 wonderful fun filled
years together. Lovingly remembered and missed by his children, Keith
(Brenda), Larry (Tami), Cheryl (Michael), Stuart (Louise), Dianne
(Lorne), Debbie (Don) and all eighteen of his grandchildren. Also
mourning the loss are his three sisters, June McCreary (Stan), Sharon
Lawlor (Mel), Lynne Cowley (Wayne), his sister-in-law Bar-Jean
(Colby), and their families. He will be greatly missed by Marianne's
brothers, Al Bayes (Shirley), Lionel, Gordie, and Gary Bayes (Dianne)
and their sister Glenice (Hennessy) as well as their children.
Predeceased by his wonderful younger brother Larry just one month
ago. Irwin served with distinction in the PPCLI during the Korean War.
Upon his return he embarked on a career in the "Plumbing and
Pipefitting business". Through his hard work and perseverance he
became the successful owner/manager of Porter's Mechanical in New
Westminster, B.C. Throughout these years he always made time for his
family. This included coaching his sons baseball teams, camping at
Mara Lake, setting up swing sets, and never missing a game or
performance of any of his children. He and Marianne were gracious
hosts and many family gatherings have been held at their lovely home
surrounded by their beautiful gardens. "Rest in peace my Darling" Love
Peanut The service was held on Wednesday, August 23rd at the Peace
Arch Park Pavilion, followed by a Celebration of Life at Irwin and
Marianne's home. Donations to the Peace Arch Hospital and Community
Health Foundation or the Heart and Stroke Foundation of B.C. and
Yukon will be gratefully appreciated.

Cynthia Colby Schreiber, 67, of Fairfax, VA formerly of Jacksonville, FL.
Cynthia was born in Laconia, NH and passed away on Thursday, July 21,
2005 at INOVA Fairfax Hospital. Beloved mother of Susan (Shaun) Ireland
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The photo below is of Jay Williamson and his daughter Carolyn.
Jay is 6'4" and had to watch his head with the low ceilings. Their
little girl, Carolyn, age 2 1/2, is probably the youngest descendant
of the Colbys who last lived in the house. Jay’s maternal
grandfather Edwin lived there with his siblings and parents
William and Helen Colby before they sold it to Uncle Moses. Jay
hadn't been in the house since he was a little boy. He is on the
Amesbury Historic Commission and is the curator of the Cushing
House in Newburyport, which is owned by the Historical Society
of Old Newbury. The house never looked better.
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The attached were taken from an old book, which was donated to
the Friends of the Macy-Colby House. Dorothy Williamson
copied some of the pages from the scrapbook entitled, "History of
the Josiah Bartlett Chapter, Daughters of the Revolution – 1896."

Orral C. Colby, 83, died Sunday, April 20, 1997, at Heritage Care
Center in Red Cloud. Services were held at Simonson-Williams
Funeral Home chapel in Red Cloud with the Rev. Al Trucano
officiating. Burial was in Riverton Cemetery at Riverton. Mr. Colby
was born Sept. 27, 1913, to Clarence and Minnie (Moser) Colby in
Franklin County north of Riverton. As a small boy he moved with his
family to Gillette, WY. They later moved to Denver. They returned
to Riverton where he attended high school. On Sept. 24, 1932, he
married Hazel Montey in Mankato, KS. They farmed near Riverton.
He also operated heavy equipment for land construction. In 1943 he
and his wife purchased a farm northwest of Inavale in Webster
County. In 1983 they bought a home in Red Cloud. They continued
to maintain the farm. Survivors are his wife; one daughter, Alta
Colby of Inavale; two sons, Melvin of Lansing, KS, and Larry of
Rock Spring, WY; one brother, Delmer Hoyt of Shingletown, CA;
five grandchildren; eight great-grandchildren; and one great-greatgrandchild. He was preceded in death by one brother and one sister.
My name is Spencer Colby and I want to pass on some family news
for your next newsletter. My father (Larry Samuel Colby) and his
brother (Irwin Keith Colby), both passed away this summer. Our line
is Anthony(1), Samuel(2), Samuel(3), Samuel(4), Gideon(5), Aaron
(Lieut.)(6), Samuel(7), Augustus G.(8), Herbert Forrest(9), Samuel
Francis(10), Larry Samuel & Irwin Keith(11). Their father, Samuel
Francis Colby, moved to Vancouver, Canada with his family as a
young boy in the early 1900's. While some of his siblings migrated
down to California in their youth, Sam stayed in Canada to raise his
family. The obits are printed on page 3 of this newsletter.
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Interesting Colby Facts
The following note and photos were sent from Carolyn Mohun of
Redwood City, CA.

From the Crystal Lake Herald Crystal Lake, Illinois (McHenry
County) Wednesday, November 6, 1924
Clarence W. Colby, son of Webster and Abagail Colby, was born
on a farm north of McHenry Dec. 22, 1848. He was united in
marriage April 28th, 1870 to Henrietta Thurwell. To this union were
born four children: Mrs. Lee Lockwood and Mrs. Truman Flanders,
both of Crystal Lake, Edna who passed away about three years ago,
and Myrtle who died in childhood. After his marriage he purchased
a farm near Barreville and resided there for fifty years. Then,
because of failing health, he disposed of his farm property and
moved to Crystal Lake. Mr. Colby was abundant in labors and
devotion to those for whom God made him immediately responsible.
Forgetful of self he gave unsparingly of time and strength that they
might have those comforts he wished them to have. He lived a quiet,
unobtrusive life and was greatly loved by those nearest to him and
highly honored and respected by all who knew him. During the past
three years he has been in rapidly declining health and at 5 p.m.,
Monday, Nov. 3d., he passed quietly away at the age of 75 years, 10
months and 14 days. He is survived by his devoted wife; two
daughters, Mrs. Lee Lockwood and Mrs. Truman Flanders both of
Crystal Lake; also two sisters, Mrs. Emma Colby of Crystal Lake
and Minnie Colby of CA; and one brother, Fred Colby of Crystal
Lake. We can say of him as Alfred Tennyson said of his friend who
had passed away - "God's finger touched him and he slept." Funeral
services were held from the home on Woodstock street, Wednesday
afternoon at 1 p.m., Rev. H. D. Dick officiating. The remains were
laid to rest in the McHenry cemetery.
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From the McHenry Plain Dealer
McHenry, Illinois (McHenry County)
Friday, December 28, 1973
HOWARD LOCKWOOD
Funeral services were conducted at the George R. Justen & Son
chapel Thursday afternoon at 2 o'clock for Howard Lockwood of
1701 N. Court street, McHenry, who died Sunday, Dec. 23, in
Memorial hospital, Woodstock. Burial was in McHenry County
Memorial Park cemetery, Woodstock. Mr. Lockwood, 68, was born
April 22, 1905, in Crystal Lake, son of Lee and Ollie Colby
Lockwood. He was a retired machinist.
From the Crystal Lake Herald
Crystal Lake, Illinois (McHenry County)
Thursday, March 24, 1932
Henrietta Thurwell Colby was born Dec. 28, 1851, in Yorkshire,
England. She was next to the eldest of eight children. When but three
years old she came with her parents, Mr. and Mrs. John Thurwell, to
this country, where she resided most of her life at or near McHenry,
IL. On April 28, 1871, she was united in marriage with Clarence
Colby, son of Abigail and Webster Colby. To this union were born
four daughters, Olive, Mrs. Lee Lockwood; Lorena, Mrs. Truman
Flanders; Edna, and Myrtle. The three latter daughters and Mr. Colby
preceded Mrs. Colby in death. On April 28, 1921, Mr. and Mrs.
Colby celebrated their Golden Wedding at their home on the farm,
three miles south of McHenry. Not long after this they moved to
Crystal Lake, which has since been their home. Because of her
failing health, her daughter, Mrs. Lee Lockwood and husband Lee
Lockwood came to live with her, and has given her tender and
unceasing care, until her death came early Wednesday morning,
March 16. Mrs. Colby passed away peacefully to her reward. Mrs.
Colby had many sorrows but bore them with Christian fortitude and
patience. Because of her cheerfulness, she will be greatly missed by
her many friends. Mrs. Colby leaves to mourn her loss, one daughter,
Mrs. Lee Lockwood; eight grandchildren; eleven great grandchildren;
two brothers, John Thurwell of California, and Clyde Thurwell of
OK; and one sister, Mrs. Smith, of McHenry, IL.
"Oh to be ready to hasten home;
No earthward clinging,
No lingering gaze,
No step at parting,
No sore amaze,
No cloud-like phantom to fling a gloom,
'Twixt heaven's bright portals and earth's dark tomb;
But sweetly, gently to pass away
From the world's dim twilight into day."
Helpful websites:
http://freepages.genealogy.rootsweb.com/~colby
/colbyfam
http://gravelocator.cem.va.gov/j2ee/servlet/NG
L_v1

The following book titles were sent in by Bill Whidden of
Weymouth, MA.

Bill Whidden

Ralph E. Colby of Durham, NH sent the following:
“I enclose some interesting data pertaining to our ancestors. Mr.
Garth Coombs, an associate with a penchant for genealogy was
digging up information recently and came up with what looks
like legal events for our immediate interest.”
Anthony Colby
Origin: Horbling, Lincolnshire
Migration: 1630
First residence: Boston
Removes: Cambridge 1632, Ipswich 1637, Salisbury 1640,
Amesbury, Salisbury
Occupation: sawmill owner
Church membership: “Anthony Chaulby” admitted to Boston
church as a member #93, which would be in the winter of 1630/1
[BChR 14]. On 2 August 1646 “Anthony Colby according to his
desire had letters of dismission” from Boston church “unto the
Church at Salsbury” [BChR 47].
William Osgood and the other part owners of the old mill at
Salisbury were brought to task for failing to pay the town its
share of lumber agreed upon in return for allowing the mill to be
built on Salisbury land. Osgood had to sue the heirs of the other
owners, including “Susan Whitridge, administratrix of Anthony
Colbye,” to recover boards for Salisbury, which he did at court
September Term, 1682. Among the depositions establishing the
number of boards due were several describing immigration into
Essex County, such as that of John Pressy “aged about forty0four
years, testified that the first summer he came into this country, in
1651…I do well remember that the saw mill at Salisbury was one
thing that was accounted a rare thing and I did go to see it and I
did see it going and sawing boards that very summer.” [EQC
8:250, 373-75].
These two gentlemen, and many others, can be researched further
in the Great Migration Begins 1620-1633. You can get more
information be going to the following website:
www.greatmigration.org
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Women’s Diaries of the Westward Journey
By Lillian Schlissel
Schocken Books-New York
Pg. 155 and 156
Mary M. Colby wrote to her brother and sister in Massachusetts from Lebanon, in Oregon Territory, in 1849.
Dear Brother & Sister:
It is a long time since we have seen each other but I have not forgotten you although many miles of land and water separate us yet I often
wish I could see you and your family and many dear friends in Nashville (New Hampshire). I suppose you would like to hear how we
like this country and how we prosper in the first of our living here. I did not like (it) very well but after we had taken our claim and
became settled once more I began to like (it) much better and the longer I live here the better I like (it). The summer is beautiful and not
hot a very little rain tho it is not so warm in the summer here as it is in the States the nights cool and comfortable and I can sleep like a
rock. The winters is rather rainy but it is not cold and so bad getting about as it is in the States here the grass is fresh and green the year
round and our cattle are all fat enough now for beef there is not a month in the year but I can pick wildflowers or some wildflowers or
some strawberry blossoms.
As to our prosperity we are getting along as well as one could expect we have a section of land one mile square in the best part of
Oregon it is prairie all except a strip of timber on two sides of it with a stream of water running through each pice (sic) of timber our
stock consists of seven cows one yoke of oxen six calves fifteen hogs and 24 hens: hens here are one dollar a piece eggs are only one
dollar per dozen I sold a lot yesterday, for that price butter is from fifty cents to one dollar (a) pound. I think with good health and
good economy we shall get along verry well. I cannot say that I wish to go back to the states to live at present if ever. I know when one
gets comfortable fixed here they can live as well as they can anywhere else with half of the labor that you do in the states. . ..
I do not wish to brag but I think we shall ere long be as well off for property as some of the family think they are . . . .Our health is good
and has been for the most of the time since we have been here. . . . (I left out some here……. L.H.)
We are in the best neighborhood I ever lived in all it wants to make it right is to have some of my friends here. . .
I believe it we have about 140 acres of our own land under fence 40 of it is improved I suppose he (husband) would not sell it for four
thousand that is a small price to what some value their claims when our fruit trees begin to bear it seems more like home we have
apples pear peaches and plum trees . . . we live in a dry cabin it has two rooms and is verry comfortable is as good as the rest of our
neighbors have so I am content with it till we can have a better one now . . .give my love to all your children and please to except a
good share your self . . .
Yours, Mary M. Colby
Please send us a paper now and then.
~Mary M. Colby to her Brother and Sister. February, 1849. Bennett Family Papers, Haverhill Public Library, Cambridge,
Massachusetts. I thank Alice Kessler-Harris for making the correspondence known to me.
Provided by Linda Holm of Dewitt, MI

Barbara J. Zdravesky
123 Mulberry Street
Pawtucket, RI 02860
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