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From the Editor
I want to let you all know about a new, very low-tech website. I
have created a wiki space for Colby Clan items. It is not a
research site, but merely a place for me to store the Colby photos,
articles, obits, and various documents so that I don’t have to keep
paper stored in boxes, and so they can be shared with the rest of
the
Clan
members.
The
site
address
is:
www.colbyclan.pbwiki.com. It’s in the very early development
stage, and I have just begun to add things to the site each day. I
don’t think that I’ll be able to scan and upload every document
that I have accumulated, but I can easily add new things going
forward. If you would like me to post anything, just email it to
me. This site will not replace the newsletters, but will provide
more space where you can find things that didn’t make it in a
newsletter.
Happy Easter! And I hope to see many of you on my home turf in
Providence for the reunion in August.

55th Annual Colby Clan
Reunion
Providence, Rhode Island

The Colby Reunion is scheduled for Saturday, August 16.
Saturday’s activities will begin at 11:00 a.m. in the Chapel Hall at
the Central Congregational Church at 296 Angell Street in
Providence, Rhode Island. A detailed schedule will be printed in
the June newsletter along with a reservation form. The church is
set on the East Side of Providence near Brown University and
the Rhode Island School of Design. I plan to offer walking tours
of the Benefit Street historic neighborhood as well as the
downtown riverfront area.
Nearby hotels:
 Radisson Hotel Providence Harbor, 220 India Street,
Providence, RI 02906 800.333.3333
 Providence Marriott Downtown, 1 Orms Street,
Providence, RI 02904 401.272.2400
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News from the Colby Members
From Ron Colby of Kearns, UT:
My oldest granddaughter presented us with a Great granddaughter.
Cambree Lannae Harvey b. Oct 18, 2005 Richfield, Utah
weight: 5lb 3 oz
time: 12:16 p.m.

Danielle Asche-Prevott (left) and her mother Katie (right). Danielle
is the granddaughter of Ruth and Arnold Sears of San Francisco,
CA

State Assembly in 1852 and to the senate in 1884. He served as a
State Property Locating Agent in the Marysville area where he
became familiar with the agricultural potential of Butte, Yuba,
Glenn and Colusa Counties. He bought considerable land in
Butte County in 1858 and established a store and pier at Colby's
Landing on the east bank of the Sacramento River north of
Hamilton City. He owned over 3000 acres of land in Butte
County and founded the town of Nord northwest of Chico. He
raised grain and cattle. (I say cattle because there is a Colby
Mountain, Colby Meadow and Colby Creek in Butte and Tehama
-- originally part of Butte. Such landmarks usually got their
names from cattlemen who drove their herds to the mountains for
summer pasturage.) He was a contemporary of General John
Bidwell, Butte County's most notable citizen. On 8 December
1866 he married Caroline Amelia Smith from a pioneer family
from Maine. The had five children: Gilbert Francis, Julia
Caroline, Charles Warren, Willard Edward and Mary Josephine.
He died 20 August 1881 during a trip to San Francisco. The
above are just the highlights of G.W. Colby's life in California. I
would like to find out which branch he is perched upon in the
Colby Family Tree and correspond with any of his kinfolk.
Eventually I plan to write an article on G.W.
Robert E. Colby
Historian-Author
6472 Kingsdale Court
Magalia, CA 95954
Sent by Susan Saltmarsh of Pembroke, NH:

Sent in by Bob Colby of Magalia, CA:
I am an historian in Butte County CA and I read the Colby Clan
Communications that my sister Marygrace Colby receives. For
several years I have had the good intentions of researching Gilbert
Winslow Colby who is kinfolk, but not in my particular branch of the
Colby Family Tree. I'm afraid that so far it's a case of "The cobbler's
children have no shoes." Until recently I was for nine years the editor
of Tales of the Paradise Ridge, the bi-annual publication of the Gold
Nugget Museum in Paradise, CA. And in the last two years I have
written two books on local history. (See arcadiapublishing.com and
look up Paradise and Magalia to Stirling City). I have collected a
fair amount of information on G.W. Colby in Butte County, but do
not know how I am related to him. G.W. was born on 5 May 1825 in
Bradford, NH to Charles Colby and Mary Atwood. His great
grandfather was Nehemiah Colby, Sr., who served in the Revolution.
He was orphaned at age 12 when both parents were killed in separate
accidents. He later graduated from the University of Vermont and
worked as a school teacher and civil and military engineer. At 23
years of age, he left for California on 3 February 1849. Arriving in
Sacramento, he had a store at Red Bank on the American River.
Selling his store, he raised grain and was elected to the California
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IN MEMORIAM
Frederick O. Colby passed away on January 4th in Port Orange FL
after a long illness from lung problems. He is survived by his son
Drew Colby of Port Orange FL. His brother Denziel Colby of
Melbourne Beach FL, a brother Charles Colby of Westfield NJ, and
another brother George W. Colby of Manorville, NY. He and Drew
were members of the Colby Clan Association since the early 1990s.

David Bruce Colby, 71, lost his courageous three-year battle with ALS
(Lou Gehrig’s Disease) on 20 November, 2007 at his home in Gambrills,
MD with his beloved wife Judith Rice Colby at his side. Born in Littleton,
NH on May 1, 1936, Dave was the son of the late Reginald Merton and
Margaret Bedell Colby. He graduated from Littleton High School as
valedictorian in 1954 and lettered in three sports, including a state
championship in football. He pursued his love of science and sports while
attending Bates College in Lewiston, ME on a Union Carbide scholarship.
An outstanding baseball pitcher, his combination of power pitching and
knuckleballing led to a contract offer from the Cleveland Indians. Despite
his successes on the pitching mound, Dave chose to forgo baseball in his
final year at Bates to concentrate on his studies, graduating with honors in
physics and mathematics in 1958. A week after graduation Dave wed his
college sweetheart, Judith Ann Rice, before heading to Wesleyan University
in Middletown, CT. After receiving his Masters Degree in physics in 1960,
he spent another year at Wesleyan performing research for the National
Science Foundation. In 1961 Dave began a distinguished 35-year civil
service career, with the last 25 years at the senior executive level. Starting at
the former Naval Weapons Laboratory in Dahlgren, VA, his career
encompassed assignments at the Office of Telecommunications, Executive
Office of the President, and the Office of the Secretary of Defense. At the
age of 30 he received the Navy Meritorious Civilian Service Award for
directing one of the largest-ever Fleet research exercises at sea, whose
results still influence Fleet concepts, systems and doctrine. Dave continued
his pioneering work in electromagnetics, organizational development,
systems engineering, and leadership, shaping far-reaching national defense
decisions. His career was perhaps best marked by his instrumental role in
transitioning the Navy activity at Dahlgren from a river range-focused
Proving Ground to today’s full spectrum Research and Development
laboratory as the Naval Surface Warfare Center. Yet with all of his
accomplishments Dave was most known at work as a person with a genuine
interest in people and their development, encouraging technical excellence
and helping others to reach their career goals. His priorities were also
evident when several times he turned down more lucrative assignments in
the Department of Defense to spend more time with his family. Dave’s love
for his wife, dedication to his family, and willingness to help others was an
example to many in the small town of Colonial Beach, VA where he resided
for 43 years. He was a founding director of the Colonial Beach Educational
Foundation, raising over $800,000 in private funds to help design and
construct the town’s new high school in 1989. He also sponsored an annual
scholarship in the name of his son, Army Sgt Stephen Rice Colby, who died
in a plane crash in 1985 after returning from peacekeeping duties with the
101st Airborne in Egypt. After retirement he became a member of the vestry
of St. Mary’s Episcopal Church in Colonial Beach, leading Bible studies and

helping others with their spiritual growth. Dave passed on his interests
in sports, science and engineering to his children, including being an
avid reader and computer enthusiast. His greatest pleasure came from
helping his children and grandchildren grow, learn, and become
accomplished adults. Dave and his family shared a love of the Maine
coast, spending their summers at Judy’s parents’ cottage at
Kennebunkport, ME, which they rebuilt as a home in 2000. After
diagnosis with ALS, Dave and Judy sold their Virginia home in 2005
and moved to a condo in Gambrills, MD to be closer to their daughter
and treatment at Johns Hopkins. Dave was preceded in death by his son
Stephen Rice Colby in 1985 and sister Carolyn Colby Ellis in 2004. He
is survived by his wife Judy, sister Susan Colby Sumadi of San Antonio,
TX; daughter Linda Colby Pautsch of Severna Park, MD; son Glenn
David Colby of Hollywood, MD; nephew Scott Colby Ellis of
Kennebunk, ME; niece Margaret “Peggy” Ellis of Astoria, NY; niece
Sarah Sumadi of San Antonio TX and eleven grandchildren. The family
thanks Hospice of the Chesapeake for their unwavering support for the
family and loving care of Dave. Memorial Services were held on
Saturday, December 15th at 1:00 p.m. in the Severn Run Evangelical
Presbyterian Church, 1624 Millersville Road, Millersville, MD
(www.severnrunchurch.org). In lieu of flowers the family requests that
donations be sent to the Hospice of the Chesapeake, 445 Defense
Highway, Annapolis, MD 21401.

CAROLYN FAYE MOHUN
Age 70, died unexpectedly at her home on Sunday, November 20, 2007.
Carolyn was born in Woodward, OK and came west to California at the
age of 6 with her parents and settled in Redwood City where she lived
for 64 years. She graduated from Menlo Atherton in 1955 and went to
work for Pacific Bell as an operator. She met John Henry Mohun her
husband on a blind date that was set up by long time friends Emmy and
Joe Bozzuto. They fell in love and married on April 13, 1958 and were
married for 41 years when John lost his battle to heart failure on
September 23, 1999. She is survived by her 3 daughters Carrie Lee
Mohun, Cynthia Jean Guitron and Johnna Mohun-Escobedo, 3 son-inlaws John F. Dougherty, Jose (Tony) Guitron and Chopper Escobedo
and 5 grandchildren Christopher Michael Guitron, Melissa Marie
Guitron, Rory Lee Dougherty, Cobi John Dougherty and Shelby Marie
Escobedo. She is also survived by her very special brother Billy Lee
Colby known to her as BBB, “Big Brother Bill” of Hartford,
Connecticut, and loving and caring brother-in-law Robert T. Mohun of
Redwood City, and a newcomer to our family Richard Garvey. Carolyn
leaves aunts, many cousins, many nieces and nephews, wonderful
friends of many years and children and grandchildren not of her own but
ones that she took under her wing to love. “Mom you are the wind
beneath our wings, you will be deeply missed.” Chapel services were
held on Monday, November 26 at 10 am at Spangler Mortuary. Burial
followed at Alta Mesa Cemetery in Palo Alto.
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Army court martial (TIME, Sept. 10). Last week Geetingsville
heard what Bobby Colby had done. At Eisleben he had gone
AWOL to find a drink, had been given four days' extra labor as
punishment. That night he had taken a rifle, shot and killed his
company commander and a passing lieutenant. I found 5 articles
in the The Vidette Messenger (Valparaiso, Indiana) on
Ancestry.com The last article was dated Sep 19 1945 and it said
that Senator Willis was appealing to President Truman.
http://pincumbe.com/legacy/444.htm
http://www.pincumbe.com/colby/williamcolby-descendants.htm
http://homepages.rootsweb.com/~nvjack/fylbrigg/data/b22035.htm
Sandra Leeds of Manchester, NH sent in her Colby line:
1. Mr. Unknown Colby b. abt.1505 married ?? b. abt.1505
2. Matthewe Colby b. abt.1530 d. 10/10/1591 married Mary b.
abt.1532 d. 12/18/1591
3. Thomas Colby b. 12/20/1567 d. 12/11/1625 married
Anne/Agnes Jackson b. abt.1571
4. Anthony Colby b. abt.1590 d. 2/11/1660 or 1661 married
Susannah Sargent b. abt.1610 d.7/8/1689
5. Thomas Colby b.3/8/1649 d.3/30/1691 married Hannah Rowell
6. Thomas Colby married Frances
7. Abraham Colby b.1720 d.1809 married Elizabeth Blaisdell
b.1722 d.8/8/1808
8. Thomas Colby b.6/22/1756 d.12/25/1848 married Susanna
Colby b.6/4/1748 d.12/14/1832
9. Abraham Colby b.9/22/1784 d.2/8/1867 married Deborah
Austin b.9/16/1786 d.9/22/1835
10. Hannah Colby b.2/3/1823 married Alden S. Gardner
b.8/22/1822 d.11/4/1876
11. Laura A. Gardner b.3/3/1849 d.4/5/1921 married Harry
Washington Leeds b.5/1/1843 d.11/4/1886
12. Clarence Ernest Leeds b.7/1/1877 d.6/24/1956 married Jessie
Leona Whipple b.6/10/1884 d.6/16/1957
Children: five (generation 13)
Alden Willard Leeds b.7/1/1905 d.11/14/2007
Esther Marion Leeds b.5/4/1907 d.5/27/1991
Milton Frank Leeds b.6/28/1912 d.10/21/1991
Myrtle Leona Leeds b.12/15/1920
Norman Ernest Leeds b.3/7/1924 d.5/3/1987 married &
div (1) Gertrude Anna Jache b.1/29/1926
14. Sandra Ann Leeds b.2/6/1948 married & div. Kenneth
Arthur Jenkins b.11/8/1950
15. Kenneth Arthur Jenkins, Jr. b.2/27/1986

Interesting Colby Facts
Submitted by Ron Colby of Kearns, UT:
Robert Arland COLBY 9 Dec 1922 - 15 Mar 1987
BIRTH: 9 Dec 1922
DEATH: 15 Mar 1987, Clinton Co, Indiana
REFERENCE: 316-14-3719
Father: Lance Orlo COLBY
Mother: Florence Ethel Johnson GRIFFIN
======
TIME
Monday Sept 17, 1945
For eleven days the hamlet of Geetingsville, IN had offered prayers
for Pfc. Robert A. Colby, sentenced to death in Germany after an

Below is the obituary for Sandra’s uncle, who recently passed
away:
Alden W. Leeds 1905 – 2007
Alden W. Leeds 102, died November 14, 2007 at Hillsborough
County Nursing Home following a brief illness. Mr. Leeds was
born July 1, 1905 in Weare. He has resided in this community for
most of his life and graduated from Weare High School. Mr. Leeds
was the holder of the Boston Post Cane for the past eight years. He
was the son of Clarence E. and Jessie (Whipple) Leeds. Mr. Leeds
served as the head herdsman on dairy farms in Haverhill, MA and
Concord, NH. He was also employed for many years with Everseal
Burial Vault Company of Weare and Suncook. Mr. Leeds was a
longtime member of the Kingdom Hall of Jehovah's Witnesses,
Goffstown Congregation where he was responsible for the
literature counter and active in the door-to-door ministry. Mr.
Leeds loved the outdoors and was an avid gardener and enjoyed
Cont. on page 5
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Cont. from page 4
chair caning. He was predeceased by his wife Amelia B. (Gunn)
Leeds and a son Gardner Leeds. Members of his family include
two daughters Wanda H. Leeds of Goffstown and Corinne N.
Nichols of Weare; 5 grandchildren and 8 great grandchildren. A
sister Mrytle Currier of Pembroke. A memorial service was held
at the Kingdom Hall of Jehovah's Witnesses,97 Daniel Plummer
Road, Goffstown. Internment services followed at Johnson
Cemetery of Weare. French and Rising Funeral Home made the
arrangements. In lieu of flowers donations may be made to
Kingdom Hall of Jehovah's Witnesses, Goffstown Congregation,
97 Daniel Plummer Road, Goffstown N.H. 030435 or to the
charity of ones choice.
November 16, 2007
My memory of Uncle Alden - a kind gentle man. How much fun
we had going around to different cemeteries while working on the
Leeds Family Tree. Aunt Amelia would pack us a lunch and
Uncle Alden and I would be gone all day. How much knowledge
he shared with me in regards to our family. Aunt Amelia said he
loved it when I would drop in and talk about the Family Tree.
When my father Norman passed away, Uncle Alden made the
cement base for the Veterans plaque on my father's grave. Uncle
Alden would water the flowers on my father's grave so they
would last all summer. Uncle Alden was the oldest of five
children and my father was the youngest. I sent a school picture
every year to Aunt Amelia and Uncle Alden of my son, Kenny.
When you went to visit you could see the pictures of their
grandchildren and great grandchildren and other family pictures.
How much they loved their family. I will always cherish the
picture that they gave me when I got married with a special note.
They both are gone now but will always be remembered and
loved. Sandy Leeds Jenkins (Manchester, NH)

Here’s to Adeline!

Adeline Stack has faithfully served the Colby Clan Association
for 40 years! In her honor, I have included some of the many
photos of Adeline and David at past reunions. She still serves as
Clan Treasurer and is an invaluable help to everyone in the Clan.
We thank you Adeline!
Cont. on page 6
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Adeline and David at the Golgotha Rock in Amesbury, MA

Adeline with Arnold and Ruth Sears

Adeline with Wendell Colby
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more photos of Adeline in next issue….

SAVE THE DATE
Colby Clan Reunion 2009
Amesbury, MA
Hosted by Kathleen Colby

Barbara J. Zdravesky
123 Mulberry Street
Pawtucket, RI 02860
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