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From the Editor
We had a wonderful time at the Colby Reunion in Branford. The
setting was beautiful, our hosts were very generous, and the group
was lots of fun. We sat around the table enjoying our lunch and
the beautiful view of Long Island Sound and made our usual
inquiries about the people who weren’t there. There are many
reasons why folks can’t attend the reunions, all very reasonable
and understandable. However, in case you ever wonder if your
absence really makes a difference, be assured that we miss each
person who isn’t there. We want to know that everyone is well,
and that perhaps we’ll see you again next year. We already have
hosts for next year’s reunion in New Hampshire, in the
Ossipee/Effingham area. Look for more information in the
March newsletter.

Colby Clan Reunion
Branford, CT

The reunion group, gathered outside the clubhouse with
Long Island Sound in the background
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Ron E. Colby (with the teddy bear)
Award for being the “Connecticut Colby” in attendance
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Our New Hampshire host committee
L to R: Walter Browne, Sis Levesque, Judy Johnson, Alice
Volkert, Al Levesque
Virginia Colby was the oldest person in attendance.

Richmond Browne and Gertrude Stein(way)

Look for the X under Effingham in the top right section.
This is the location for next year’s reunion.
A possible venue?

Carmino Ravosa performing his own musical compositions

http://www.castleintheclouds.org/index.html
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IN MEMORIAM
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http://www.remickmuseum.org/
One of the many possible sites to visit near next year’s reunion
location

From the President
I really enjoyed our reunion in Branford, Connecticut! Sandra and
Richmond provided a beautiful facility and a great lunch for our
enjoyment. Friday evening, before the meeting on Saturday, many
of us met at their home and enjoyed some fabulous music.
Richmond is an awesome pianist and Barbara is equally proficient
on the cello. Such talent! They had never even met before – no
practice – but were able to play together and entertain us. The
Brownes also provided lovely munchies. Saturday, in the clubhouse
on Long Island Sound, we had a great time conversing with each
other, catching up from prior years, eating yummy wraps and
generally enjoying ourselves. Carmino Ravosa provided great
entertainment. What a talent!
We are very fortunate that we have volunteers to host our reunion
next year. Al and Sis Levesque, along with Walter Browne and
Judy Johnson will welcome us to their area of New Hampshire.
They have some great ideas of fun things to do in the area; so
maybe we should plan to stay longer and take advantage of these
activities. There will be more information coming, in future
newsletters and on the website www.colby-family-association.org.
If anyone is thinking about how much fun it would be to be a host,
contact me and let’s talk about it. We are all family!!

as they are printed in the September 2009 Colby Clan
Communications, seconded by Al Levesque. Everyone was in
favor, none opposed. The motion passed. Jim Colby presented
the Treasurer’s Report, which is printed on page 4 of this
newsletter. There was some discussion about postage expenses,
and whether we can transition the newsletter to an electronic
publication. Barbara Zdravesky, newsletter editor, explained that
more people are reading the newsletter via email or online, which
has reduced the number of hard copies needing to be mailed. She
explained that many people on our mailing list don’t use email,
and still request a hard copy in the mail. There was a question
about whether one of the three issues (perhaps the March issue)
could be an electronic only, as there is less pertinent information
about the reunion in that issue. For now, we will continue to mail
all three issues to those who request it, but will to ask our readers
to opt for an electronic copy.
Alice then introduced our host committee for next year’s reunion.
Judy Johnson, Walter Brown, Sis Levesque and Al Levesque will
host the reunion in the Effingham, NH area. They will provide
reunion details and information about nearby activities, to be
published in the March and June newsletters. Jim Colby
expressed that it is exciting to bring the reunion back to New
Hampshire as there are many Colby connections in that area.
The next item was the annual donation to the Macy-Colby House.
Jim Colby explained that general donations from the membership
go into the association’s treasury; donations specifically targeted
for the Macy-Colby House are added to our annual donation. Ron
E. Colby made a motion to donate $400 to the Macy-Colby House
this year. The motion was seconded by Al Levesque, all were in
favor and none were opposed. The motion passed. Kathy Colby
gave an update on the House; the rock wall outside caved in, but
has been repaired and they have started an inventory on the items
in the house. Kathy has produced a photo DVD of the House, a
fundraiser for the Bartlett Cemetery Association, which can be
purchased for $10.
The annual awards were given to the following: Ron E. Colby for
being the “Connecticut Colby” in attendance, Marcia Synott from
Columbia, South Carolina for being the person who traveled the
farthest to attend, and Virginia Colby of East Greenwich, NY, for
being the oldest in attendance (age 87).
The meeting was adjourned at 12:50 with a blessing of the food
given by Roger Volkert.

Alice Colby Volkert

Secretary’s Report
On Friday evening of August 20, 2010, we met at the home of
Richmond and Sandra Browne in Branford, CT. Several members
gathered to enjoy refreshments, and to hear Richmond play his
wonderful Steinway piano, which he has affectionately named
Gertrude Stein(way). He was accompanied by clan Secretary
Barbara Zdravesky on the cello, playing selections by Saint Saens,
Mendelssohn, and others.
The group gathered for the annual business meeting on Saturday,
August 21 at the Harbor Village Clubhouse in Branford, CT. The
meeting began at 12:17 p.m. and was led by our President, Alice
Volkert. She began the meeting by introducing herself and
welcoming everyone to the reunion. The next item was the
Secretary’s Report, given by Barbara Zdravesky. The Secretary’s
Report consists of the minutes of the previous year’s meeting,
which are published in the annual September newsletter. Walter
Browne made a motion to accept the minutes of last year’s meeting

Treasurer’s Report
CD #1 $5813.94 (available balance)
CD#2 #1339.09 (available balance)
Savings/Chekcing account: $ 368.90 (available balance)
Checking account:
$1189.35 (available balance)
Disbursements to date: September 15, 2010
Reunion expenses – catering, etc. $566.51
Macy-Colby House donation
$420.00
September 2010 newsletter postage $119.80
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News from the Colby Members
Bill and Bev Whidden, from Weymouth, MA, are doing fine.
Bill is unable to do much driving lately, which has prevented
them from attending the reunions. (We miss seeing them both!)
Visiting History
By Mark Colby of Boothbay Harbor, ME
Recent Motorcycle/Family History Adventure - August 11 and
12, 2010
I, along with my two daughters and their two friends, left
Wentworth By The Sea Marina around 7:30 a.m. for the six or so
hour cruise to Nantucket via the Cape Cod Canal, Woods Hole,
and Nantucket Sound. We arrived at the Nantucket Boat Basin
adjacent to Straight Wharf where the Macy building is located
near the head of the wharf. I passed this building several times
during the weekend stay at the Jarred Coffin House where I
resided during non-captain duty hours. I even went on a tour
given by Gayle Island Tours. It turns out after mentioning I had
gone to high school with many youngsters from Nantucket,
Gayle, our tour guide, was one of those students. Although I
have been immersed in family history, genealogy, and ancestry
for some years, I have not been able to put it all together.
However, the pieces are slowly coming together and the dots,
too, are getting connected. Something struck my fancy about the
Macy building on Nantucket. I wondered what I knew about that
name. I started to put two and two together, and upon further
research via the internet, found out that the Macy-Colby House in
Amesbury was the Macy connection I had forgotten about. I
quickly put together an itinerary that I had been thinking about
doing for years. I made a reservation at the Exeter Inn in Exeter,
NH for Wednesday night, retrieved a copy of the deed of
ownership of a pew at the Presbyterian Meeting House in
Newburyport, and hoped that the Newburyport Maritime Society
Museum would be open for visitors. Furthermore, I have wanted
to explore via motorcycle the New Hampshire coast and felt at
this time this mode of transportation would be best suited for this
adventure. Off I went mid-Wednesday morning, following Route
1 all the way to New Hampshire, dealing with a vast number of
vehicled tourists from “away.” It took me about five hours to
make it to the border. I don’t recommend using Route 1 in
August for anything other than getting into the middle of a snafu.
I found my way to Route 1A in New Castle and followed it to
Salisbury where I re-connected with Route 1 for the brief ride
over the bridge crossing the Merrimack River and into the pretty
seaport town of Newburyport. My first stop was at the Custom
House Maritime Museum with which I was somewhat familiar as
I had stopped here several times in the off season only to find the
museum closed with special off season hours of operation. This
time it was open and after paying the small fee I chatted at length
with the lady who took my money and ran the small gift shop. I
told her of my relation to Captain Isaac Newton Colby, being his
great grandson. We talked about the Sonora’s burning by the
Confederate Steamship Alabama of which she was quite familiar.
She showed me a picture of Captain Colby on a wall with the
many other Captains of the Maritime Society. This picture was of
a younger Captain Colby than that of the picture in The History
of the Marine Society of Newburyport 1772-1905. After
viewing the exhibits, I purchased two recommended books: one,
an account by Capt. Brown and family of the burning of the

Sonora; and two, New England and The Sea. Both volumes
mention the saga and the destructive force of the Alabama. For
those of you reading this and not knowing of the connection let me
explain that Captain Isaac N. Colby was Chief Mate at the time on
the Sonora when she encountered the Alabama and her Captain
Semmes who burned the Sonora, put her crew and officers in the
ship’s boats and set them off near Singapore without water or
navigational instruments. It’s rather an amazing story of survival and
bravery. My next stop was down the street to the Old South
Presbyterian Church or Meeting House of 1756. I climbed the steps
of this remarkable old building thinking of our ancestors actually
worshiping there. Unfortunately, the minister had left and the
building was closed. I left a note on the copy of the deed of
ownership of a pew (number 21, I think) bought by Caleb Haskell
who was the father of Mary Amelia Haskell who later married
Captain Isaac N. Colby. That would make Caleb Haskell my great
great grandfather. For history’s sake, his father was also Caleb
Haskell, the one who fought during the Revolutionary War at
Bunker Hill and later joined Benedict Arnold for a trek up the
Kennebec River in 1775 to attack the British in Quebec. That was a
disastrous trip for most, but Caleb survived the ordeal. His diary,
which is now located in the Maine State Museum in Augusta,
survived as well. I later headed to Amesbury to visit the Anthony
and Susanna Colby homestead of 1656. I easily found my way to
the Macy/Colby House of 1654. Thomas Macy sold the home to
Anthony Colby in 1656. Thomas Macy had given help to some
Quakers and thus fell out of town favor. He moved to Nantucket
Island to become the first white man to own land there. It became the
Colby home for over one hundred years. Many Colby descendants
are buried atop the hill overlooking the homestead. I’m not a
believer in ghosts but going inside this homestead had just a
remarkable feeling for me. A very distant Colby cousin had
answered my phone inquiry and came to show me the home. My
day of family investigation and history was now complete. I asked
for back road directions to Exeter and easily made the ten-plus miles
to the Inn. This too was a treat for me as I was tired after all the
travel and emotionally spent with so much information gathered. It
was time to put it in order and the Exeter Inn was just the place. I
made by boat job obligation the next day then rode back to Boothbay
Harbor via the Maine Turnpike. One last note. Kathy Colby and her
husband were the “cousins” that gave me a great tour of our
ancestor’s home. Anthony Colby by the way was the first Colby to
arrive in the new world back around 1630. Since Anthony started it
“all” there have been many Colbys in high places and some in low
places. Kathy and her husband, gave me a copy of the Colby Clan
Communication dated March 2010. It told of a Colby Reunion in
Branford, Connecticut on Saturday, August 21, 2010. I’ll miss it this
year but if something comes a bit closer to home then I’ll probably
attend. When browsing through the brief newsletter what should I
come across but a picture of my Dad in his WWII Navy uniform
under the heading World War II Honoree. Honored by Sarah
Sherman Brewer, Friend. I have not talked to Sarah but will so soon.
She as you may know lives on Southport and is the author of
Southport: The War Years of which Dad’s Navy days are
described. Small world isn’t it?
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Interesting Colby Facts
Our new Colby Clan Association website is:
http://www.colby-family-association.org/
The site was created, and is managed by Alice Volkert. Please
check it out and let her know what you think.

This poem was written by Margaret Skinner Rice, former curator
of the Macy-Colby House
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A black and white photograph of a house with three people
visible near it. The woman is Elsie Abbott Colby, widow of
Moses Colby. The man with a horse is Melvin Colby, Jr. The
man with the two oxen is Melvin Colby, Sr. Written on the back
of the photograph: “Anthony Colby’s house in Hopkinton, New
Hampshire. He built it in 1788. Anthony’s son James B. Colby
inherited it and passed it on to his son, Moses. Moses then passed
it on to his son, Melvin. Melvin sold it to D. F. Fisk (date
unknown).

The room, before we set up

http://archives.colby-sawyer.edu/archives/20720/colby-family-2/

The view from our reunion site

Our host Sandy Browne
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L to R: Luther Colby, Kathy Colby, Sandy Browne, Barbara Zdravesky, Ron Colby, Al Levesque, Alice Volkert, Walter Brown, Marcia
Synott, Judy Johnson, Virginia Colby, Natalie Cross, Carine Feist, Jim Colby, Dan, Carmino Ravosa, Claire Colby

Barbara J. Zdravesky
123 Mulberry Street
Pawtucket, RI 02860
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