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Greenberry Kemp
Age 40 (1885)

Born: July 27, 1845
Died: Nov. 9, 1926 (age 81)

Buried: Bloom-Riddle Cemetery,
Boone Township, Crawford County, Indiana

Photo from Dan Houser

Order Book A
    Proceedings of March 1, 1818, the date of the es-
tablishment of Crawford County, through below
date are missing.

December Term 1818
Page 1 — 1st Day

    This being the day appointed for holding the De-
cember Term of the Crawford Circuit Court and rec-
ommendations having been made at Mount Sterling
for the said court, the court met at the court house in
said town.
    Present: The Honorable Henry Green and The Hon-
orable James Glenn, Associate Judges.
    The court appointed Ebenezer Macdonald pros-
ecuting attorney, who therefor took the oath of office.
    The Sheriff handed unto the court the following list
of grand jurors to-wit:
Martin Scott William Hart
Nichoel Harvey John Riddle
Elisha Moore Moses Pennington
Robert Grimes Lazarus Stewart
Joseph Hawkins Cornelius Hall
Abraham Hobbs Gory Jones
Riggs Pennington John McCarty
Samuel Morrow James Totten
Lewis Wyman William Anderson
    Martin Scott was appointed foreman, who with the
other jurors being sworn, retired from the bar to con-
sult of presentments and indictments.
    On motion, Reuben W. Nelson, Henry P. Cobune and
William Hoggett, Esquires were admitted as attorneys
of this court.
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State of Indiana
vs. Assray

John Tibbs &
John S. Caggs

    At this time came John Tibbs one of the defendants
who being arraigned, pleaded not guilty and for his
trial put himself upon the county and the prosecut-
ing attorney did the like, Wherefor came a jury, to-wit:
James Land, William Followell, Alexander Barnet, Pe-
ter McMickle, Thomas Stroud, Constant Williams, Pe-

}

Continued on Next Page
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ter Peckinpaw, Jonathan Rice, David Miller, Arthur
White, John Followell, John Lynch & William Followell,
twelve good and lawful men, who being elected, tried
and sworn well and only to try the issue, joined re-
turned into court the following verdict to-wit:  We the
jury find the defendant guilty and fine him $1.50.  It is
therefore considered that the State  of Indiana recover
of the said defendant $1.50 with costs and that he stand
committed until fine and costs be paid.

State of Indiana
vs. Indictment

Jos. Osborn

    Ordered that a noble proseq be entered in the above
case.

Same
vs. Indictment

Joseph Osborn

Same order.
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State of Indiana
vs. Indictment

Henry Buckner

Same order.

Same
vs. Indictment

Pedigo Watson

Same order.

Same
vs. Indictment

William Osborn

Same order.

State of Indiana
vs. Indictment

Joseph Bradford

A Phenies awarded.

Same
vs. Indictment

John Tibbs & John Scaggs

Order Book A — Continued
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    An alias awarded against John Scaggs.
    On motion of Henry Stephen Esquire on behalf of
John McCarty ordered that an ad quord damnum is-
sue to condemn a mill seat on section one, township
three south, range one west.  The inquisition to be
taken on the second Monday in January next.
    On motion of Henry Stephen Esquire on behalf of
Henry Barker ordered that an ad quord damnum is-
sue to condemn a mill seat on section 30, township
three south, range one east; the inquisition to
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be held on the second Monday in January next.
    On motion of Edwin Ridings ordered that an ad
quord damnum issue to condemn a mill seat on the
southeast quarter of section two, township three south,
range one west.  The inquisition to be held on the first
Monday of January next.

State of Indiana
vs. Indictment

Alex Tadlock

    At this time came the defendant and pleaded not
guilty and the prosecutor joined thereto.

Same
vs. Indictment

Jeremiah Sturgeon

    Same Plea and joinder.

    At this time came Allan D. Thom by E. Macdonald,
his attorney, and it appearing to the satisfaction of the
court that said Thom is propriator of the land in the
ad quod damnum and inquisition mentioned.  It is
ordered that he have leave to erect a Dam 12 feet high
and build a mill pursuant to the inquisition of the jury,
on the southwest quarter of section ten, township four
south, range one east.
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Ordered that court adjourn untill tomorrow morning
at 9 o’clock.
Henry Green & James Glenn

}

}

March 1st of each year is

FOUNDERS DAY
in Crawford County, Indiana
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Communications
Date: Fri, 13 Oct 2006 09:23:00 -0400
From: “Suzanne Sloan” <cookey11@verizon.net>
Subject: CC newsletter
To: burmeisterlarry@yahoo.com
    Mr. Burmeister,  I received your very good newslet-
ter from an email that had been sent to me.  I would
very much like to be added to your email list to re-
ceive any further issues.  I am a new member of the
Historical Society of Crawford Co.  I am originally from
there but living in Seymour, IN now.  My family is still
in the area.  I am presently researching the Key’s and
attached families which number many.  Thanks so
much for your hard work on this newletter.

Suzanne Key Sloan

Date: Sat, 14 Oct 2006 19:33:11 -0500
From: “Jerry & Judy Dickens” <Jujed@t6wireless.com>
To: burmeisterlarry@yahoo.com
Subject: Genealogy Newsletter
    Hi Larry,
A fellow researcher sent me a copy of your newsletter.
What a great job! I would like to be added to your mail-
ing list please.
    Are there back issues available and how do I go about
getting copies?
    Thanks so much for all your effort which helps
people that live far away (I live in Northern Illinois
near the Wisconsin state line).
    Thank you for your time.

Jerry L Dickens

From: Dleistner@aol.com
Date: Sun, 15 Oct 2006 23:03:03 EDT
Subject: Re: Crawford Newsletter
To: burmeisterlarry@yahoo.com
    Yes, I will be pleased to receive your email Crawford
Co. newsletter. Thank you for including me on your
mailing list.
  Have you seen the So. Indiana Genealogical Society
quarterly?  I’ve been doing Century Notes 1906, ab-
stracting info from Crawford Co. newspapers of 100
years ago.
  I look forward to receiving anything published about
Crawford Co.

Doris Leistner

From:”Ron Yates” <ron@yatesville.net>
To:burmeisterlarry@yahoo.com
CC:ryates@rr1.net
Subject: Civil War Discharges
Date:Fri, 20 Oct 2006 15:46:17 -0400
          Hello Larry, I would like to order a BW copy of

each of these men listed below.  If you will tell me the
amount due including postage, I will put a check in
the mail to you.  My best regards, Ron Yates

Bell, Robert M. 157;   GGG 2nd Cousin
Curl, Richard D. 161;   GG Uncle
Froman, Victor F. 233;   GG 2nd Cousin
Grant, Daniel D. 158; Husband of GGG 2nd Cousin
Roberson, Geo. W. 247, 248; GG 2nd Cousin
Roberson, Harvey 159; GG Uncle
Roberson, Manford 37, 136; unknown yet
Roberson, Orign 39; GGG 2nd Cousin
Robinson, Fielding 123; GGG 2nd Cousin
Yates, Daniel 28, 29; GG Uncle
Yates, Wm. 149.  GG Uncle

    I also recently posted some Roberson family stories
that included one on Fielding Roberson and also ex-
plored the previous work of OC Robinson regarding
his Grandfather.  I have attached his photo.  You have
discharges of these two men.
http://www.yatesville.net/hist-5.html

BORN UNWANTED
By: Origin Robinson III

    In 1843 a 25 year old, unmarried Indiana farm girl,
named Elizabeth Roberson, gave birth to a baby boy
and named him Origin. Since this mother was unmar-
ried the child took his mother’s maiden name,
Roberson. To be born to an unmarried mother in 1843
was to be stigmatized; both the mother and the child
suffered the shame. Instead of joy at the birth of a baby
boy there was shame and sadness. The mother’s en-
tire family felt the disgrace. Before long the little boy’s
sweetness and charm would win over his unhappy
relatives, uncles, aunts, cousins and grand parents.
    To understand how this came about we found that
Elizabeth had left the home of her parents, George and
Frances Roberson before 1840 and was living with her
cousin and her husband, Mildred and Abraham
Froman who had six small children and lived near her
parents. In 1842 Mildred had her seventh child and in
1843 Elizabeth gave birth to Origin. The situation in-
dicates that Abraham might have been Origin’s father.
Apparently she continued to live with the Froman’s
after the birth of Origin. Abraham died in 1846 and in
1847 Elizabeth, who is now 29, married Thomas
Kinman, a 19 year old young man.
    In 1950 Thomas and Elizabeth are living next door
to Mildred Froman with Origin and two little girls, Es-
ter 2 yrs. and Pernule 6 mos. Her parents, George and
Frances Roberson, and her younger sister Sarah lived

MORE On Next Page
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in the same area. Until Origin was twelve years old he
knew his uncle and grandfather and he were all
Roberson’s. How he thought and felt about his name
being changed to Kinman we have no way of know-
ing. He doubtless was not entirely happy about it since
he took back the Roberson name when he joined the
Army in 1862.
    Some tragic event occurred that resulted in Eliza-
beth arranging for Origin Kinman, twelve years old,
to be indentured in 1855 as a servant to Temple
Woolsey, a wealthy farmer in Pike County. That same
year Elizabeth married a Thomas Brewster who lived
in the same community as Temple Woolsey. One can-
not help but wonder how Origin must have felt about
his mother’s action or what family circumstances may
have made it necessary for her to make that decision.
Obviously the farmer agreed to send him to school and
provide a fitting reward for him at age 18. His hand-
writing and spelling on his application for the Army
show remarkably good skills. Temple Woolsey was a
widower in 1860 with several children of his own. By
the time Origin joined the Army in 1862, Woolsey had
married a second time. Apparently Woolsey gave Ori-
gin a horse and saddle and some money when he be-
came 18.
    When he was 19 he went to Evansville and volun-
teered for the Army and because he had his own horse
and saddle he was placed in the Cavalry and paid forty
cents a day extra for having his own horse and equip-
ment. On his enlistment application he gave his name
as Origin Roberson, and gave his place of birth as
Crawford, County Indiana.
    After his years of military service, which ended with
eleven months in a Confederate Prison where he be-
came very  ill and almost died, he was discharged with-
out medical treatment. He signed out of service as Ori-
gin Robinson, a name that the military often used ac-
cording to his records. He weighed only 80 pounds,
had scurvy, diarrhea and the piles. He had no home to
go to, his horse and saddle were gone, where would
he go? He was sick and alone in the world, no father,
and his mother had bound him out as a boy.
    His feeling of loneliness and rejection must have
been at a high point at that time. The only two people
in the world he could turn to were his mother Eliza-
beth and his foster father, Temple Woolsey in the
Lockhart Township of Pike County and that is where
he went. Where he went and with whom he lived we
do not know but we do know  from his own writing
that he was unable to work from 1865 to 1870 and that
he was under the care of Dr. De Lar and Dr. Agee in
the Lockhart Township during that time. Obviously

someone cared enough for him to help him survive.
    In that same township he met the Robert Bland fam-
ily whose daughter, Derinda, he married in 1871 in
Pike County. From the seed of this small, sickly man
we have all sprung to life. The seed of every one of us
he carried as he suffered in that horrible prison. I am
convinced that we are all indebted to Elizabeth, his
mother, and Temple Woolsey for enabling him to sur-
vive.

MORE: Born Unwanted

Date: Sun, 22 Oct 2006 08:42:46 -0700 (PDT)
From:  “Margaret Funk” <margfunk@yahoo.com>
Subject: Re: Crawford County Newsletter-November
To: “Larry Burmeister” <burmeisterlarry@yahoo.com>
    Am impressed with your efforts!  I am interested in
ordering some of these documents.
    What size will they be?  What is the difference in B/
W and color/how many colors???  Are the records you
are working from in the present courthouse or are they
part of the collection that was handed off to CCHGS?
    Would you tell me info on the John Moore papers,
page 127, before I order.  There has been more than
one John Moore in Crawford in the CW.
    I have been trying to find out the genealogy of a John
Moore buried in Gott Cemetery-Whiskey Run Town-
ship (family cem) Since was more than one John
Moore in the area and I THINK the John Moore in this

MORE On Next Page
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cemetery is brother to Andrew Jackson Moore who
married into the Funk family. He does have a military
tombstone alone in Gott, though now it is almost un-
readable.  I do not think he married/had a family-
would love to find out who was responsible for get-
ting him this tombstone. Can that be done?
    I see than Andrew Jackson Moore did not register
his CW info in Crawford (where do I look for similar
info registered in Washington or Harrison Counties??)
I have Andrew Jackson Moore’s pension papers and
he was a Captain..also buried in Gott but does not have
a tombstone-buried between his 2 wives...Funk sisters.
    Anyway, here is a correction for you on Zachary Funk
page 140.  Middle initial should be T.  His middle name
was Taylor:  Zachary Taylor Funk.  That’s one I will or-
der when I get more info from you.
    How exciting this is!

Communications
Continued From Previous Page

        Hi Larry,
 First I want to thank you for adding my name to your
list. I know it takes a lot of time to produce a newslet-
ter like this. Thank you for doing it!
   My connections to Crawford Co, Indiana are the
BLACKBURN and KEY families.
   George L BLACKBURN married Nancy J KEY in
Crawford Co and had my maternal grandmother Sa-
rah Ellen BLACKBURN. She married George C COOK
(from Dubois Co, IN) and my mother Grace F COOK
was born in Pike Co In. She married Daniel F DICKENS
from Martin Co In and I was born and raised in Daviess
Co Indiana. I married Judy A WEAVER, she was born
in Lawrence Co Indiana but grew up in Daviess Co
Indiana.
     You know this is the first time I have ever written
the lineage out this way and it is interesting how we
even get together!
     Sorry, I didn't mean to ramble and I know you are
busy, thanks again for adding me and I am looking
forward to the next newsletter. It is really too bad there
isn't a way to access all the past issues. It is a great re-
search tool.

 Jerry L Dickens

From: Jerry & Judy Dickens
To: OldFolks2@epowerc.net
Sent: Monday, November 20, 2006 3:16 PM
Subject: [Fwd: Microfiche Reader]

 ———— Original Message ————
Subject: Microfiche Reader
Date: Mon, 20 Nov 2006 11:43:10 -0600
From: Jerry & Judy Dickens
To: OldFolks2@epowerec.net
Hi Evelyn,
    I am sorry for not writing sooner but the hard drive
on my computer decided it wasn’t going to work any-
more and it took a while to get a new one installed
and operational.
    I trust by now that the Society has gotten the micro-
fiche reader that we left at the library for you.
    The old courthouse was closed when we came down
so Judy and I just took it to the library and told them it
was for you.
    We were glad to find some Genealogy group that
could use it. We hope you get many years of use out of
it.
     We appreciate all that you volunteers do to make it
easier for the rest of us to do research of our ancestors.
THANK YOU! THANK YOU! THANK
YOU!

Jerry & Judy Dickens
 In Northern Illinois

Crawford County Marriage Index
Prewet/ Prewitt/Pruett/Pruitt

PREWET, Malinda to Lewis Williams, 1883-E-253.
PREWITT, Charles W. to Louise France, 1902-G-461.
Prewitt, Elizabeth to Nelson Williams, 1849-B-100.
Prewitt, Theodore to Hazel Noble, 1915-K-126.
PRUETT, Davis to Artie J. Bird, 1890-F-114.
Pruett, Dorothy to Harold Highfill Pinnick, 1935-N-389.
Pruett, Sentippa to Harvey L. Robbins, 1851-B-147.
PRUITT, Elijah W. to Mary E. Belcher, 1899-G-174.
Pruitt, Ellen to Wm. R. Roberts, 1876-D-172.
Pruitt, Faye to Herman Bennett, 1919-K-531.
Pruitt, Marion to Alice M. Seacat, 1901-G-362.
Pruitt, Mary E. to Jonas Anspach, 1920-L-70.
Pruitt, Mary M. to Benjamin W. Allen, 1886-E-421.
Pruitt, Nova to Thomas Morgan, 1922-L-301.
Pruitt, Raymond Wm. to Ruth May Keiser, 1927-M-18.
Pruitt, Thomas A. to Effie M. Allstott, 1918-K-444.
Pruitt, Willie H. to Alma E. Hollen, 1924-L-548.

Fresh Off My Printer: A Reprint of:

A History of
CRAWFORD COUNTY

BY JOHN H. WEATHERS
A 30-page concise history originally done in 1889.

Contact Richard Eastridge, if interested.
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Grand Army of The Republic Reunion in Crawford County, undated photo, but prior to 1902.  Lemuel Ford,
4th from the left in the front, died in 1902.  Richard Eastridge identified a few of the others, including the black
woman, Lucy Nichols.  Others he named were: Peter Gottfried, standing, second from left, Henry Morgan,
standing to the left of Lucy Nichols, Sloan to the left of Lucy and Sam Morgan next on right of Sloan.

Happy 150th Birthday
A reprint from The Quarterly Bulletin of the

Ripley County, Indiana, Historical Society, Inc.
Volume XXVII, No. 4, Oct. 2006

    Both Sunman and Osgood celebrated their Sesqui-
centennial during Labor Day Weekend.  The towns had
great attendance and included many interesting ac-
tivities.  Both had a Civil War Living History enactment
and entertaining parades.  Sunman had a lot of pe-
riod dress, a Civil War Wedding and a Beard Contest,
A Time Capsule, an Original Platting play, and pioneer
children’s games.  Of course, musical talent was a large
part of the celebrations.  David Dreyer, one of Ripley
County’s most talented and energetic historians, gave
a talk about immigration and family descendents of
Sunman.  Fireworks ended festival activities.
    Brief summary of some of Sunman history: Accord-
ing to some historians, the first settlers in the com-
munity were Richard and Dorcas Wortman, who mi-
grated from Kentucky in 1815 and built a cabin in the
forest about five miles west of the present town of
Sunman.  However, the first recordedd settler was John
Sunman who arrived from England cira 1819.  Report-
edly John Sunman first went to Philadelphia, traveled
by stagecoach to Pittsburgh, from there by boat to

Lawrenceburg, Indiana, which was quite a large settle-
ment on the Ohio River.  Most of the land available
around Lawrenceburg was lowland and did not seem
to satisfy Mr. Sunman.  He was looking for rolling, well-
drained land that would be better for the health of his
family.  He found what he was looking for in the area
that later became Adams Township in Ripley County
about one mile west of present day Penntown.  He
obtained a 200 acre tract of timberland from the gov-
ernment and built a larger than usual log cabin.  He
made the necessary furniture for the inside and sent
word to his wife in Holtby, England to bring the eight
children and come to their new home in America.  The
family sailed from Liverpool, England in May, 1820 on
the Ship “Nancy” bringing with them many boxes and
trunks of tools such as adz, hewing axes, planes, chis-
els, chains, etc.  It took six months for them to reach
America.  No doubt it was a very difficult journey and
their youngest child died shortly after her arrival.  Mrs.
Sunman was quoted as saying, “When men choose to
go to a new country, they should marry their wives
there”.
    Gradually more settlers moved into the community
and crude roads were cut through the forest.  It was at
the intersection of two of these primitive roads that a

MORE On Next Page
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little village began to form.  Soon the railroad was de-
veloped in this area and by 1851 had identified the
crossroad as Smith’s Switch, probably after a near-by
Smith resident.  This village was later called Vanness’
Switch and after that Leffler’s Switch.  It was a gala af-
fair with settlers gathered on both sides of the track to
welcome the first train to arrive at the crossing on Oc-
tober 3, 1853.  The train consisted of a little wood burn-
ing engine and two wooden coaches with George Tyre,
conductor and George Mathers, engineer.  The rail-
road company was to become known as The Big Four
Railroad.
    The crossing was developing into an industrious
little town with businesses and shops.  In 1856, a
prominent citizen, James Vanness, platted the town
and called it Sunmanville in honor of his friend John
Sunman and/or his son, Thomas, who assisted with
the surveying and planning.  That name was kept un-
til the first Post Office was established in the 1860’s
when the “ville” was dropped and the official name
became Sunman.  The town has remained active for
150 years.
    Credits: Compiled from several Sunman histories:
The Sunman Herald Tribune, The Osgood Journal, Kate
Rabb History and David Dreyer History published in
the Ripley County History Book.

Happy 150th: Continued
James Ouley Charged Murder of William Briley

First Public Hanging
In Indiana

The following was written by George S. Rainey of
Indianapolis, a former Crawford Countian.

    October 1 marked a first in Hoosier history.  It was
the anniversary of a not too happy occasion, and yet
significant, because it commemorates Indiana’s ini-
tial action in punishing crime by way of the gallows.
    It was on October 1, 1818. And the man hung was
James Ouley, of Crawford County.
    Crawford County was not yet one year old, having
only ten months before been carved out of Harrison,
Perry and Orange Counties.
    During that first summer (July 1, 1818) a man dis-
appeared.  William Briley, who lived on Patoka Creek,
a few miles north of English, and near the Crawford
County line, had been on his way to Corydon.  He was
on horseback, carrying a bag of wool to the old card-
ing mill at Corydon.  He was riding along the road
known as Governor’s Trail, which ran from Vincennes
to Corydon.
    That was the last time Briley was seen alive.
    However, a few days later (July 3, 1818) there were
further developments; Along about dusk on that day,
the 14-year-old son of Lazarus Stewart was going
home from a trip to the grist mill on Big Blue River.
The boy’s horses approached a spot on the Old Trail
road, where a log lay at the edge of the highway.  They
began to snort and show signs of panic.  Curious, the
boy dismounted.  He tied up the team, and walked
over to take a look at the log and surrounding envi-
rons.
    A dead man, partly covered with bark and leaves,
lay along side the log.
    The boy hurried to the town of Big Springs and re-
ported his discovery.  A party of men formed, and
young Stewart directed them to the spot.
    Someone identified the body as that of William
Briley, who lived up near the Orange County line.
    With lighted lanterns, they trailed the tracks of
horse’s hoofs which led away from the scene of the
crime.  Not far away, they found a saddle hanging on a
tree.  Some distance further, they found a horse tied
to a dogwood.  The horse had, apparently been tied to
the tree for some time, since he had eaten the bark off
the tree as far as he could reach.
    Taking up the trail of the killer from there, they di-
rectly ran into a man in a pawpaw patch near Blue

MORE On Next Page

Crawford County Historical & Genealogical
Society members enjoyed a pitch-in dinner
at the English Senior Citizens Center on Dec.
12.  Above we all enjoyed singing a few songs
of the holiday.
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River.  He was wandering aimlessly around, stunned
and incoherent.  He gave his name as James Ouley.
He was arrested and confined.  The Grand Jury in-
dicted Ouley for murder.  The indictment read as fol-
lows:
    “James Ouley, late of Crawford County, a yeoman,
not having the love of God before his eyes, but moved
and seduced by the devil, on July 1, 1818, with force of
arms in Whiskey Run Township, in . . . upon William
Briley, in the . . . God, then and there, becomes with
willful and of malice of forethought, did make and
against William Briley with  a certain rifle gun of the
value of ten dollars, loaded with gun powder and cer-
tain laden bullet with which gun the said Ouley did
shoot WilliamBriley in the back, and the ball came out
in his neck, making a wound about eight inches deep,
from which Briley died almost instantly.”
    The petit or trial jury, empaneled before Judge Davis
Floyd consisted of the following citizens:
    Elisha Lane, Constance Williams, Mannus Tadlock,
Joseph Beals, John Goldman, James Ritchie, William
May, George Peckenpaugh, Thomas W. Cummins and
. . . Grimes.  Constance Williams, an old soldier of the
Revolutionary War was formean of the panel.  The
court appointed . . . Stephens and Harkin Moore  to
defend Ouley.  The prosecuting attorney was William
Thompson.
    The inside court room was too small to hold the
crowd, so court was held out of doors, and the jury sat
on logs.  The jurisdiction was a little village known as
Mount Sterling, the county seat.
    Evidence showed that Ouley had followed Briley for
some distance in the woods before shooting him.
There was also evidence that the two men had quar-
reled previously.  The spot where the crime was com-
mitted was about one-half mile south of where the old
Bushow School house used to stand east of the
Marengo and Leavenworth Road, in Whiskey Run
Township, and in Crawford County.
    The jury found Ouley guilty of murder.  Ouley asked
for a new trial, and for grounds therefore set out the
following reasons:
    1. That the verdict was contrary to State law.
    2. That the evidence was not sufficient.
    3. That the conduct of the jurour was not proper.
    4. That outsiders talked to the jurors during the trial.
    5. That juryman Elisha Lane had expressed his opin-
ion before the trial began.
    6. That one juror was too much indisposed to pay
the proper amount of attention that such a case de-
manded; that said juror in question was said to have
been asleep.

    The court refused a new trial and the defendant was
asked if there were any reasons why sentence should
not be pronounced on him.  The defendent in turn
asked the court . . . a wheelwright which had not made
the evidence uncertain; and that the indictment did
not have the name of the State or County in it.
    His motion was overruled.
    Sentence of death by hanging was pronounced.
Ouley was ordered to be incarcerated in the old Block
House, near Marengo, to await execution, October 1.
    Just prior to execution, it was discovered that Ouley
had gnawed through about one inch of a white oak
log, in an effort to escape from the block house.
    The man was made to ride on his hand-made coffin
from Marengo to Mount Sterling, and he was hanged
about one-half mile from Mount Sterling, between 10
a.m. and 2 p.m.
    In hanging Ouley, they threw a rope over a limb of
an oak tree, drove the team away and pulled the wagon
from under him.
    The executed man was buried near the hanging tree.
When the field is plowed, an area of yellow clay may
be noted, where they filled the grave with subsoil.  Even
after 141 years [1959] it is still visible.  It is a weird re-
minder that at that spot lay buried the  first man to be
hanged in Indiana after the State was organized.

    This undated newspaper clipping was copied and
placed in the Bogard Church 150th Anniversary Book]

[An ellipses indicates unreadable text.]

First Hanging Continued

The Proctor House committee wasted no time in
dismantaling the car port on the house during this
warm weather.  Shown removing the roofing are Hugh
Jackson, Bobby Wiseman and Glen Toby.  I was the lone
spectator.
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Old Union Christian Church Celebrated
Their Centennial in 1991

By SARA COMBS
The Clarion, August 28, 1991

    “You always remember what you heard in your home
church,” Clarence Brooks, pastor of Old Union Chris-
tian Church at Sulphur told those attending the cen-
tennial celebration of the church on August 11th.
    The day-long events brought back a lot of memo-
ries for many attending.
    Participating in Christmas programs and reciting
Bible verses at Vacation Bible School closings.  Those
are two things Bonnie Huff of Jeffersonville thought
about.
    Bonnie said she and her eight siblings attended ser-
vices at the Sulphur church as they were growing up.
A brother, Kenny Eaton, is still active there.
    “I can still see the white sheets hanging in front for
stage curtains during our Christmas and Bible School
programs,” Bonnie said.
    She said her family lived about three miles from the
church and when the parents couldn’t come, the
youngsters walked.

    “If we weren’t too slow leaving, someone would give
us a lift home,” she said.
    The congregation now numbers about 30.
    There used to be more, said David Howerton, an el-
der and trustee, who has attended the church since
1947.  “So much of the area is now in National Forest,
there just aren’t as many people here,” he said.  “When
people die or move away, there is just no replace-
ment.”
    The day’s events combined the church’s past with
its future.
    A copy of a deed for the property where the church
now stands was dated Aug. 5, 1891 was on display.  It
was signed by the church’s first trustees: James Eaton,
John S. Baggerly and David Waddle and was deeded
from Joseph and Florence Jones.
    Charles Burgin of Louisville, president of the Chris-
tian Institute of Bibical Study, gave some historical
background.
    The Christian Church in this area was started by a

An earlier photo from “Reflections” by Deanna R. Shoemaker Frye

MORE On Next Page
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man named John Wright, Burgin said.  The Old Blue
River Christian Association, responsible for many
churches in Southern Indiana, was formed by Wright
and his two sons in the early 1800’s.
    They were called ‘people of the Book’ because of
their Bible based theology.
    “At that time, a revival was called a protracted meet-
ing,” Burgin said, “and would last as long as three
months with the preacher seldom speaking less than
two hours.”
    From the 1890’s to the 1990’s
    A skit was presented by the youth group on “Noah”
— with some modern developments. (The turtles
marching into the ark strongly resembled Ninja
Turtles.)
    Leaders of the young people are Elliott and Judy
Lynch.  They with their son, Jamie, 6, come from
Cannelton to attend.
    The Lynches started going to Old Union Church
about 12 years ago.
    Two years later, they were married there and now
serve as youth leaders and Sunday School teachers.
    Sunday’s celebration included a pitch-in dinner at
noon following the regular Sunday school and morn-
ing worship service.  A magic show was given by Lee
Lechner of Tell City (also known as Leo the Great) be-
fore the afternoon service.

Old Union Church Continued—

Photos from “Reflections” by Deanna Frye
May 2005

Reflections — Eaton, Hedden, Powell & Ellis
Families.  498 pages.  Well done with excellent
photographs, some in color.  Good family histo-
ries.  Only $150 + tax & shipping.

Deanna Shoemaker Frye
3061 Cobbler’s Crossing Road
New Albany, IN 47150
derufrye@aol.com or 812-949-3098
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Communications
DeRuFrye@aol.com
Date: Thu, 16 Nov 2006 11:36:13 EST
Subject: Re: Request from Crawford County
To: burmeisterlarry@yahoo.com
    Larry, Feel free to use the photos. I feel the history
should be shared.
     I have just had 6 photos out of the book made into
9X12 inch size that I hope to have framed soon and
present to the church to hang inside the hallway.
    Thanks for putting the ad in the paper.  Relatives
bought them at our Eaton/Powell Reunion this year
but I have several left as I had to order quite a few to
get the price even down to $150. with all the photos in
it.
    I enjoyed the last newsletter.  I know how much time
and effort these take.
    Hopefully, I can help the historical society this next
summer in some of their projects.
    Also, a question- Does the county have a museum
for donations of items? Someone I graduated with has
his father’s old lap robe for a sleigh and say it is in good
condition.  He mentioned giving it to the museum
down there but we weren’t sure there was one set up.
Any insight you can share I will pass to him.

Deanna R. Frye

November Archives Visitors
Researching the Fields Family

Mary Ann and Richard Fields visited on Nov. 11, 2006

From: “Mary Joe” <maryjo@xsthe.net>
To: “Larry Burmeister”
<burmeisterlarry@yahoo.com>
Subject: Re: Ancestor Inquiry
Date: Thu, 23 Nov 2006 10:20:16 -0500
    According to an article in the Crawford County
Democrat dated April 19, 1906 entitled “More About
Old Soldiers Graves”, William Prewitt’s son-in-law, Dr.
James F. Parks of Daviess County, IN wrote that he was
buried in the Northeast Corner of Cuzzort Cemetery,
Crawford County, IN.   This may be true, but there is
no stone for him.   Since Cuzzort Cemetery is so very
close to the Orange County line, and his son was liv-
ing in Ethel, IN (Orange County), it is possible he died
in Orange County, but was buried in Cuzzort.  I know
he owned land in the area and where he lived may
have been close to that cemetery, making it possible
he is in Cuzzort.   If there is no stone, there is no proof.
An obituary would be the best proof of his death, if
there was a newspaper published at the time of his
death in Orange or Crawford Counties.    Your offer of
help is deeply appreciated.   I look forward to hearing
from you.    Mary Jo Slater

From: NormLynch@aol.com
Date: Sat, 25 Nov 2006 15:34:13 EST
Subject: Civil War Discharges
To: burmeisterlarry@yahoo.com

 Nov. 25, 2006
  Dear Larry:
     I received the discharges today and I want to thank
you for taking the time to send them.
      My GGG-Grandfather, Thomas Lynch Sr., married
in Harrison County, Indiana Territory in 1815. He
settled in Harrison and Crawford Counties on the East
and West side of what was later to be Wyandotte Cave
Road.
     The discharge for Thomas Lynch who served in the
Indiana 53 rd, INF was my GG-Granduncle who mar-
ried Nancy Parker Nash. Thomas & Nancy are both
buried at the Borden/Dry Run Cemetery north of
Leavenworth. At a couple of different times Thomas
Jr. was the caretaker for the poorfarm on Shafer Ridge
Road.
     I’ll get in touch with you if I need anymore help.
Thanks again.
  Sincerely,

  Norm

Fresh from My Printer:
TRACT BOOK  TWO — 1869-1874

Land transactions in Crawford during that time. 116
pages in 8-point type, over 4,000 listings with a 33-page
index in 12-point type.  No price yet, but if interested
contact Richard Eastridge as we must have the order
before we print it. Gives deed date, name, description
of location, total acres. Transcribed by LMB.
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PARR HOUSE in Alton.  Photo taken Dec. 14 on a drive through Ohio and Boone townships
from Leavenworth.

Alton Town Hall Alton First Baptist Church


