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Introduction 
 

A younger family member began to take notice of my interest 
in genealogy and asked “why do older people like to search for 
their ancestors?” I tried to give a sensibly reply, but only 
mumbled something about history, posterity, etc.  I wished later 
I had simply said, to paraphrase Sir Edmund Hillary, “because 
they were here!”  And using today’s parlance, it’s really “cool” 
to find out who they were and where they were. And since they 
really were here, it seems foolish to completely forget about them 
as though they never existed.  These were our parents and 
grandparents, for Heaven’s sake, and it seems appropriate to 
have a recording of their lives for future generations to see.  For 
those who follow and are not interested, so be it.  But for those 
who want to know, here they are. 

When I started out I thought I would obtain the family 
knowledge already accumulated to get me off to a good start.  
Unfortunately, I was to find that all we had were a few names 
scribbled on a piece of paper.  Oh, there was one exception – that 
of the book prepared by a lady in Marion, Iowa that went back 
from the Garretson line to the McCrearys and Brinkerhoffs.  That 
helped a lot but there was nothing else like it for our other 
families.  There was a certain amount of family lore, but a lot of 
it was quite obscure with obvious flaws. 

Like most families, ours hardly discussed the past at all.  We 
knew that Grandma Fegley’s folks were Bohemian.  And the 
general understanding was that Grandpa Fegley was 
Pennsylvania “Dutch”.  That was of course correct, but when I 
was in my 20s I recall asking, since we knew Grandpa Fegley’s 
roots, where did Dad’s ancestors come from?  I was told they 
were also Pennsylvania Dutch.  Well, that was almost right since 
Pennsylvania Dutch is synonymous with German, but they 
actually arrived in Maryland. 

No one seemed to know or at least they didn’t tell us that our  
Grandpa Hickman’s father and grandfather, who I always 
assumed lived in some far-off place, at one time prowled the 
hills and valleys of this same Linn County we were born and 
lived in.  In later years, because of the Hickman spelling and the 
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explanations in surname books, we often thought that we must 
be English. 

But that’s what makes the genealogical search so interesting.  
With a little bit of work we `can answer those questions and 
many more.  Our ancestors one by one began to fall into place 
and didn’t seem to be so mysterious or obscure anymore.  Now 
we know that six out of our eight most recent ancestor lines were 
Protestants (including Quaker) who came to this country in the 
1700s.  Only two of them were Catholics and arrived in the 
second half of the 1800s, the period of the most massive 
immigration of all. 

If we were to take a look at the nationalities of all of our direct 
ancestors, the majority of western European countries would be 
represented.  The largest percent were German (including Swiss-
German), followed in decreasing order by Bohemian, English, 
Scots-Irish, Dutch, Welsh, Finn and even a bit of French. 

I wrestled with the proper way to present these findings.  I 
didn’t want to just write about the Hickmans, attach charts that 
included all the rest, and let it go at that.  I wanted to include 
stories about the other families, too.  But obviously there are 
more branches of our (or anyone’s) direct ancestors than one 
would care to count.  It could become tedious and boring to read 
about yet another surname from way back that happened to 
marry into the Hickman or Fegley line. 

Of course those people are just as related to us as the 
Hickmans, Fegleys, or any other direct ancestor.  But we have to 
be realistic.  So I’m going to present narratives based on the 
surnames of our eight great-grandparents in this on-line book.
The hard copy version, of which there are only a few existing 
 copies, contains a Part 2 with additional information for every direct     
ancestor that I found plus an index. 

Since there are so many generations discussed, it helps to have 
a point of reference from which to view the people discussed.  
When I say for example our ancestors or our great-grandparents, 
etc. it is from the viewpoint of the three Hickman “kids” of 
Cedar Rapids, Iowa, namely Betty Lou Hickman, Robert Paul 
Hickman, and the writer Donald Roger Hickman.  For those not 
of that generation, simply add one or more “greats” to the 
mentioned grandparent.  
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I should add it is often the case that a fact or event is strongly 
suggested by the evidence but cannot be 100% proven.  In those 
cases, I’ve tried to avoid writing “most likely” or “probably” too 
often because such repetition tends to become a bit tedious.  This 
doesn’t mean that the stories are filled with wild assumptions.  
My conscience has been my guide, and if “probably” is clearly 
necessary, it is used.    

This has been a fascinating pursuit.  Family history, as any 
good researcher knows, is never really finished.  There is always 
that one unfinished line, that incomplete information, that one 
pesky, missing ancestor, etc.  But finally, there comes a time 
when one must stop, to pause the thrill of the hunt, and begin to 
write.  So herewith in the new millennium is the story of our 
ancestors, as best I can determine it. 

 
Donald R. Hickman 
Clive, Iowa 
April 2000 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
For thee, who, mindful of th' unhonour'd dead, 
Dost in these lines their artless tale relate; 

If chance, by lonely contemplation led, 
Some kindred spirit shall inquire thy fate …. 

Don, Betty, Bob 
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1. The Hickmans 
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Mörzheim, Germany, 1,275 years old in 1999 

The Old Country 
 

At a point in European history around 1100 A.D. when 
surnames were first required, it was common to select a name 
indicating the person’s location or occupation.  Thus John in 
England who lived where apple trees grew became known as 
John Appleby.  Jacob in Germany who milled grain became 
Jacob Mueller.  In our case, Heckmann was selected to indicate a 
family living at the edge of the village.  Today, “living on the 
edge” indicates a state of keen excitement, as from danger or 
risk.  As we shall see, this certainly applied to our early 
ancestors. 

The village of Mörzheim, Germany, is nestled in a shallow 
valley just east of the Haardt Mountains and about 12 miles west 
of the great Rhine River1.  The village was established in the year 
724.  It is just south of the city of Landau in what is now the state 
of Rhineland-Palatinate.  In the period of time we’re interested 
in, it was a part of what is known as the Palatinate (in German, 
der Pfalz), one of the most fought over and devastated regions in 

                                                        
1 See Appendix A on discovering the family village. 
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world history.  France and the German states battled over it 
constantly. 

The year 1674 was no different.  Young Ottilia Mangold had 
married Georg Jacob Heckmann, our 7th great-grandfather, not 
long before.  But now the French were coming again and she 
found she was pregnant with their first child.  Reports were 
coming in that villages were being burned to the ground.  They 
hurriedly got their things together and set off for the village of 
Annweiler, about 8 miles to the west and somewhat protected by 
the mountains.  Annweiler was known as a safe haven for 
refugees and the Heckmanns decided to go for it.  They arrived 
safely and soon after, Georg Friedrich Heckmann was born and 
on the 23rd of October was baptized at the Annweiler Reformed 
Church.  Records there mention that the parents were in flight 
from war or plague and were lodging there temporarily. 

The baby was not our direct ancestor (his brother was), but 
this little story serves to illustrate the environment of 17th 
century Europe.  For many years, the German states were a part 
of the Holy Roman Empire.  But, after Martin Luther’s arrival on 
the scene, the “Lutherans” spread his teachings far and wide and 
no area embraced them more than the Palatinate.  John Calvin 
and his Reformist followers were also welcome there and the 
Palatinate became a focal point of Protestantism.  The 
devastating Thirty Years War of 1619 to 1648 was about politics, 
possessions and religions, and the Palatinate paid dearly for its 
Protestant churches and beliefs.  A quarter of a century after the 
end of that dismal period, King Louis XIV declared war on the 
Palatinate, and his troops again marched to the Rhine River, 
burning and pillaging as they went.  The Heckmanns had made 
a wise move. 

It’s not known how long the Heckmanns stayed in 
Annweiler.  The Mörzheim Church book was destroyed in all the 
turmoil sometime before 1685 and the earliest recorded births 
appear after that in the new book.  We know that Ottilia and 
Georg Jacob had at least six more children but we only know the 
exact baptism dates for the last four, which took place in 
Mörzheim.  So they did return but somewhere in the meantime 
their son, our 6th great-grandfather, Peter Heckmann was born, 
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probably about 1682.  Georg Jacob’s known family group looks 
something like this: 

 
Family of Georg Jacob Heckmann 

Georg Jacob Heckmann born 1648, died 19 Dec 1704 in Mörzheim, 
Germany, married Ottilia Mangold born 1654, died 10 Jan 1733 in 
Mörzheim 
Children:  
1. Georg Friedrich Heckmann born 23 Oct 1674 in Annweiler,  

Germany    
2. Peter Heckmann born about 1682, died after 1724, married 21 Apr 

1711 to Margaretha Schäfer born 1688, died   20 Oct 1746 in 
Mörzheim 

3. Catharina Heckmann born 1684, died 27 Aug 1759, married 
 28 Jul 1707 to Hans Heinrich Zittel 
4. Hans Jacob Heckmann b: 22 Dec 1686 in Mörzheim 
5. Anna Margaretha Heckmann born 22 Dec 1686 in 
 Mörzheim, died before 1688 in Mörzheim 
6. Anna Margaretha Heckmann born 12 Dec 1688 in 
 Mörzheim, died about 1746 in Mörzheim  
7. Andreas Heckmann born 17 Jun 1691 in Mörzheim  

 
Tales were now circulating about some people leaving for the 

New Land.  Apparently a fellow named William Penn was 
starting a colony across the ocean and he was asking people to 
come and help settle it.  The Queen of England was making it 
known that she would help those who wanted to go to 
Pennsylvania.  In 1709, along with all the other trials and 
tribulations of living in the Germanic states, the winter was an 
extremely cold one, colder than most people could ever 
remember.  German peoples rushed to the ships to sail for 
England and the Queen quickly became sorry she ever brought 
up the matter.  The people were told to stop coming because 
England was swamped by the large numbers.  Peter Heckmann 
in Mörzheim probably gave the matter more than passing notice.  
He was in his late 20s by then, but his father, Georg Jacob, had 
died in 1704 and the property had to be taken care of.  Besides, 
he had his eye on a young lass named Margaretha Schaefer.  
They were married on April 21, 1711 and settled down to raise a 
family: 
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Mörzheim main street 

Family of Peter Heckmann of Mörzheim 
Peter Heckmann born about 1682, died after 1724, married 21 Apr 1711 
in Mörzheim to Margaretha Schäfer born 1688, died 20 Oct 1746 in 
Mörzheim 
Children: 
1. Johann Conrad Heckmann  born 24 Dec 1712 in Mörzheim, died 15 

Jan 1714 in Mörzheim 
2. Anna Catharina Heckmann born 20 Mar 1717 in Mörzheim 
3. Hans Jacob Heckmann born 29 Aug 1718 in Mörzheim, died after 

1778 
married Maria Eva Kessler died after 1778 

4. Maria Margaretha Heckmann born 18 Oct 1720 in Mörzheim  
married  30 Apr 1743 in Mörzheim to Conrad Gummel 

5. Elisabetha Heckmann born 22 Apr 1722 in Mörzheim 
6. Hans Conrad Heckmann born 23 Dec 1724 in Mörzheim, 

died about 1798 in Loudoun Co., VA 
married about 1752 in Frederick Co., MD to Christiana _____ born 
about 1730, died about 1772 
married between 1773 – 1790 in Loudoun Co. to Susanna _____ 

  
 

Even when the village of Mörzheim was not being targeted 
by marauding armies, it was so close to the larger town of 



 
 
 

The History of the Hickman Family of Northwest Cedar Rapids, Iowa 

 13

Landau that its history and environment were largely dependent 
on it.  Landau became a bastion of the French Kingdom.  It 
became an almost impenetrable fortress but that didn’t stop the 
forces of the German States or the Dutch or the Swedes from 
trying to overthrow it.  It stood as a French Island in the middle 
of the German Palatinate.  There were battles and skirmishes 
throughout our period of interest, which unfortunately affected 
the hapless farmers of Mörzheim and other surrounding 
communities.  Invading armies would enlist the farmers for 
support in their battles.  The farmers had no choice.  Horses 
were taken, livestock were used, food was confiscated, and in 
some cases the farmers were expected to fight on the side of the 
invaders.  Some of them fled to the forests to live off the land, 
but that was extremely difficult to do.  If the French were driven 
out, they would reconnoiter another day, mount the battle again, 
swoop down on the farmers and command their help, take 
control of Landau again, and re-inhabit the fortified city for 
another 10 years or so. 

But it wasn’t just during the period we’re talking about.  The 
conflicts actually go back several centuries and continued on up 
to the regimes of French King Louis XIV, Napoleon, and the 
World Wars I and II.  Mörzheim and the rest of the Palatinate 
were unfortunately located in the thick of things.  The border 
with France, Alsace region, is but 11 miles away.  As a result of 
this “I’ve got it, no you’ve got it” shifting back and forth, maps 
of different periods show unique combinations of French and 
German place names.  On a current map, the city of 
Zweibrücken (German for Two Bridges) lies on the western 
Palatinate border with Saarland.  On a map of 1760, the city is 
labeled DeuxPonts (French for Two Bridges). 

With all of these conflicts, it is difficult to imagine villagers 
carrying on their daily lives.  But somehow they did.  Mörzheim 
was a wine village.  The Romans had introduced vineyards to 
the village several centuries before.  Grapes were always an 
important crop, but the vineyards existed along side the other 
crops and the livestock.  Today, the village is surrounded by 
vineyards, as are most of the other villages in the area.  It is the 
second largest wine producing area in Germany. 
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A German farm will not be found isolated out in the country 
like they are in the United States.  To this day, the farmhouses 
and barns are in the village, generally on the perimeter so that if 
you go out the front door, you are in the village streets.  If you 
go out the back door, you are in the fields.  But in the old days, 
the house and the barn were one and the same, the family living 
with the livestock.   

The first child of Peter and Margaretha Heckmann was 
Johann Conrad, born on December 24th, 1712.  At this point it 
seems advisable to review the naming practices of these families.  
The first name, usually Johann but not always, was the religious 
or Christian name in honor of a biblical figure.  The second name 
was the given name and the one that the person was known by.  
In this case, the child would not have been called Johann at all; 
everyone would call him Conrad.  The same was true for girls.  
A common first, or Christian, name would be Anna or Maria 
followed by the real name, Catharina, Elisabetha, etc.  Sometimes 
in documents the Christian name would be omitted, as in our 
Peter who was most likely originally Johann Peter. 

So Johann Conrad Heckmann was born, but he was not our 
Conrad.  Sadly, as was so often the case in those days, the 
uncertainties of life caught up with this little Conrad, and he 
died just after his first birthday, on January 15th, 1714.  The rest 
of the children followed in orderly fashion, Anna Catharina in 
1717, Hans Jacob (honoring his grandfather, no doubt) in 1718, 
Maria Margaretha in 1720, Elisabetha in 1722, and the last child 
we know of, one Hans Conrad (old German spelling Chonrath) 
Heckmann, our 5th great-grandfather, on 
December 23rd, 1724. 

  What, another Conrad!?  Yes, it was not uncommon in the 

Reformed Church records written in old German Script – “Peter Heckmann” is at 
the end of the first line; “Hans Chonrath” is at the end of the third line. 
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event of a child’s death to name a subsequent child in his or her 
honor.  It was done in the case of Conrad’s Uncle, Hans Jacob, 
who had a twin sister, Anna Margaretha, who did not survive 
for very long.  Two years later a new daughter was born and 
named Anna Margaretha again. 

Note that the second Conrad was born one day short of 
exactly 12 years after the first.  This may well have been taken as 
a sign by the parents that the new child was to be named 
Conrad, or even that the new baby was a reincarnation of that 
first child born a dozen years before.  He was baptized on 
Christmas Day and the sponsors were Conrad and Fronica 
Fichtenkampf, the same as for the first Conrad.  Was Hans 
Conrad the last child?  We don’t know for sure, but his birth is 
the last one recorded for this family in the church records.  
Mother Margaretha was only 36 at that time and didn’t die ‘til 
1746.  It’s possible that father Peter died shortly after 1724.  There 
is no record of his death in the church records, but he certainly 
wouldn’t have left the family to emigrate or for any other reason. 

These people referred to as farmers were actually toiling 
under a system called serfdom.  They were serfs, who did not 
own their own property but leased it from their Lord and Master 
who taxed them and whose permission was required for such 
things as moving or marrying, etc.  They could be taxed on what 
they produced or if it were a bad year a basic tax on the property 
would be levied anyway.  Taxes were also imposed for special 
projects, such as a new water duct or village well, for example.  
In spite of how it sounds, the people were able to manage a 
decent living in most times and this system was probably not the 
major reason per se for the massive emigrations of later years.  
Within this system, there were roughly 3 categories of peasants: 

a. About 2 to 5% had the big farms, of which probably only 
small parts were owned by them and larger parts leased from a 
Lord or church or a monastery.  These farmers had the 
important village positions, such as mayor, village judge, etc.  
Innkeepers and millers were also fairly well off. 

b. The largest group, 60-80% were the common farmers who 
leased land, worked hard, and usually were able to have a 
modest standard of living.  Most of them had a sideline such as 
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smith, cartwright, cooper, tailor, shoemaker, etc. that was often 
handed down from father to son. 

c. The third group was the day laborers that worked for other 
farmers for day wages.  They were very poor and tended to have 
lots of children. 

Conrad’s older brother Jacob would have been in line to take 
over the family property.  Either that or it would have been divided  
up between them.  Either way, it would be no 
bonanza for Conrad.  After all the wars and the hard times, 
people were gradually returning to the villages and the 
populations were again increasing because the birth rate was 
high.  Some Dukes and Princes even advertised in Switzerland 
and other lands to come to their Duchy or State to till the soil.  
But as populations increased, crop production did not, due to a 
lack of sufficient clover and fertilizer.  Economic hardship 
became common.  Serfdom was no picnic, but there’s no denying 
the primary reason for the steady increase in emigration to 
America was opportunity and the hope of economic 
improvement.  It’s likely that stories coming back from the New 
Land were beginning to sound better and better.  Relatives 
received letters telling how it could be done.  William Penn’s 
agents periodically made the rounds of the villages, recruiting 
young men to go to Pennsylvania.  Agents for ship captains 
urged them to emigrate and told them how the money could be 
raised if they didn’t have enough. 

Did Conrad Heckmann have enough money to do such a 
thing?  Clearly, the answer is no.  For one thing, permission was 
required from the Lord and a 10% charge for manumission was 
assessed.  In other words, you had to pay for your freedom to 
go.  You had to prove that you had no debts that would become 
a burden to the Lord after you left, and if you left without 
permission your property and/or future inheritance would be 
confiscated.  In addition, of course, money was needed for the 
boat trip down the Rhine River as well as for the big ship for the 
ocean voyage.  Nevertheless, emigration from the German States 
continued to increase.  In the Palatinate the year Conrad was 
born, a decree ordered the confiscation of property of those who 
emigrated without authorization.  It didn’t seem to help, and 
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decrees had to be issued again in 1752, 1764 and 1779.  In 1752, 
the decree stated: 

 
“For some time now, it has been observed with great displeasure 
that Palatines emigrated to Pennsylvania and to other American 
States.  This decree orders that all recruiting for emigration, even in 
a disguised form, is a punishable offense.  Suspicion of recruiting 
for emigration falls in particular on returnees who visit relatives or 
are here on ‘business trips’.  Such suspects are to be accompanied 
by watchers at their expense.  Authorities are to work against 
emigration by warnings, threat of punishment, and by making it 
more difficult to acquire money by the sale of personal property or 
by inheritance.  Subjects are not allowed to cross the borders of the 
Empire under the penalty of having their property confiscated.”  

 -- Elector Karl Theodor 
 

By 1748, Conrad and his oldest sister Catharina had been 
thinking about the New Land for quite some time.  One 
contributing factor might have been that Thomas Schley, the 
local schoolmaster at the Reformed Church, had emigrated in 
1744.  It is alleged that he left with up to 100 families of 
Calvinists (Reformists) and Huguenots (French Reformists).  
This is probably an exaggeration, but because of Schley’s 
position it might have been a large group.  He became a well 
known settler in Frederick County, Maryland, helping to 
establish the town of Frederick and building one of the first 
houses there.  There is no doubt that word would have gotten 
back to Mörzheim about the possibilities in that Colony.  Then 
Margaretha, their mother, died in 1746, possibly contributing to 
their unrest.  And by now, brother Jacob had married a girl from 
Wollmesheim just a mile or two down the road and he had 
moved to that village.  He wasn’t interested in America.  Conrad 
and Catharina had very little money for such a venture.  How 
would they ever get permission to leave? 

In Richard Hofstadter’s book, America at 1750 – A Social 
Portrait, he quotes writer Arthur Young:  “Men who emigrate 
are, from the nature of the circumstances, the most active, hardy, 
daring, bold and resolute spirits, and probably the most 
mischievous also”.  Conrad, the youngest child, was probably all 
of that.  Hofstadter says that the author “was suggesting that the 
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The Immigrants 

most venturesome or visionary, the most impatient and restive 
under authority, the most easily alienated, the most desperate 
and cranky, were the most ready to leave, giving at least the 
initial population of the American colonies a strong bias toward 
dislike of authority.” 

One spring morning in that year of 1748, when the sun rose 
over the Rhine as usual, it’s golden rays 
slamming against the hills of the Haardt 
mountains to the west, the peasants arose to greet 
the new day, milking their cows and tending 
their chores.  Everything seemed normal as they 
bustled around to their tasks.  Normal except for 
one thing:  Two people who should be there, 
were gone.  Conrad and Catharina had run 
away! 
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The Voyage 
 

In 1781 an inheritance came due to Conrad and Catharina but 
unfortunately they had been gone for 33 years and were unable 
to claim it.  It’s not known whose property it was, but since they 
were gone their brother Jacob of Wollmesheim applied to the 
court to receive their shares as next of kin.  The court said okay, 
but since they had fled without permission, the amount would 
have to be left on deposit for 37 more years!  This would equal 
70 years of absence, and if they hadn’t returned in that time to 
collect, Jacob could have it after a deduction of 20% representing 
the 10% manumission fee for each.  They played hardball in 
those days! 

Were Conrad and Catharina alone?  We don’t know for sure.  
It was common in those days to emigrate in groups.  But Conrad 
and Catharina were fleeing.  It wasn’t like those folks who got a 
big group together, followed all the rules, paid their fees, and left 
together on a predetermined date.  Still, Catharina was already 
31 years old and surely had been married by then, although the 
church records showed nothing of it.  Perhaps she was already 
widowed.  Her sister Margaretha, younger by 3½ years, had 
married Conrad Gummel in 1743.  Unfortunately, we lose track 
of Catharina in America, assuming she survived the voyage.  It 
is extremely difficult to track down single women in the Colonial 

Conrad Heckmann’s 1748 voyage on a 1740 map 
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period, and if she were widowed we don’t even know her last 
name.  Conrad was only 23 and there is no evidence to show he 
was married before arriving in America. 

The two of them set off for the Rhine River to catch a boat.  
Germersheim was about 13 miles to the east and was a likely 
spot for a boat landing.  If not, most surely the ancient city of 
Speyer just 5 more miles from there would be a good place.  
After catching a boat, they had to face the long trip down the 
Rhine to Rotterdam on the North Sea.  The Rhine trip generally 
took about 4 to 6 weeks, but mileage varied.  It would not have 
taken so long if it were not for some 3 dozen toll stations along 
the way.  It seemed that every duchy, province, and cockamamie 
mini-kingdom gouged the tourists who passed their way.  
Sound familiar?  The emigrants were required themselves to pay 
for each of these toll points, and whatever they had saved up for 
the voyage could be considerably reduced by the time they got 
to Rotterdam. 

After Rotterdam, there was a long delay waiting for the big 
ship to come and load for the trip down the English Channel to 
Cowes.  Cowes is a town on the north coast of the Isle of Wight 
just off the southern coast of England and the city of 

Toll booth on the Rhine River 
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Southampton, about 75 miles from the heart of London.  There 
was also a long wait here, as they waited for additional cargo to 
be taken on.  This generally included additional passengers, 
some of them prisoners who were being sent to the Colonies as 
punishment.  When at last the big boat was loaded for the long 
voyage to the New World, the emigrants would hunker down in 
their close quarters.  

There is an often-quoted tale of the tribulations encountered 
in these voyages by one Gottfried Mittelberger who emigrated 
on a similar ship two years later.  He told of how packed 
together they were in the hold, like herrings.  If the winds were 
contrary it would take 2 to 4 weeks just to get from Rotterdam to 
Cowes and the wait at Cowes could be another 2 weeks and 
even longer at anchor.  Many ran out of money and their small 
stock of provisions they had brought for the long voyage were 
dangerously depleted.  The ocean voyage, even with the best 
winds, would take 7 weeks and it was not uncommon to be at 
sea for 12.  He spoke of terrible misery on board, such as stench, 
fumes, horror, vomiting, seasickness, fever, dysentery, scurvy, 
etc.  There was also hunger and thirst as well as frost, dampness, 
lice, and stormy gales that had them thinking the ship was going 
to the bottom of the sea as they cried and prayed piteously. 

He spoke of children not surviving the voyage, with no less 
than 32 of them thrown into the sea at their death.  Arguments 
broke out among the people, blaming each other for even 
thinking of taking this abominable voyage.  The water was bad, 
the biscuits were wormy, and the meat so salty they suffered 
from mouth rot. 

Some historians have said that Mittelberger laid it on a bit 
thick.  There is no doubt there was hardship, but these were 
hardy peasants, used to difficult times and hard labor.  In many 
voyages there were reports of suffering but with quiet 
acceptance and patient waiting for sight of the New World.  As 
far as scurvy, of course it was true because as we now know 
vitamin C from fresh fruit and vegetables is vital.  It’s interesting 
to note that just the year before Conrad’s voyage, English naval 
surgeon James Lind gave 12 sailors with scurvy some fruit, while 
others were given popular cures such as seawater or nutmeg.  
Only those who ate the fresh fruit were cured.  But, it was 
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another 40 years before fruit was standard issue to the sailors.  
By 1865, they were giving out limejuice for long voyages 
prompting people to call English sailors “Limeys”. 

Finally the shout of  “land!” came and they crept from below, 
weeping for joy, praying and singing.  I don’t know how far 
away you are when you can sight land, but it was said that the 
New Land in those days was so pure, virgin, and heavily 
forested that the immigrants, their senses sharp as a razor from 
deprivation, could smell the evergreens from 100 miles out. 

When they finally arrived in port, though, they weren’t 
allowed to leave the ship until it could be determined who had 
paid for their voyage in full and who had not.  Those who had 
paid were released first.  The others had to wait.  Conrad 
certainly must have known how the system worked, since 
Thomas Schley of Mörzheim had immigrated before him.  We 
know that he didn’t have enough money for the entire voyage.  
He may have had nothing at all or else just enough to reach 
Rotterdam, or perhaps England.  In any case, he had signed an 
indenture, probably with the ship captain, promising to pay 
when he reached America.  Of course, the ship captain would 
have no way of collecting when they arrived, so he would 
simply sell the indenture to the highest bidder.  It’s at this point 
that the system revealed some aspects of slavery. 

Those whose contracts had to be purchased had to wait on 
board, often for 2 or 3 weeks, many of them sick and dying 
because of the delay before they could get off the boat.  The sales 
were carried out every day.  The buyers were English, Dutch, 
even German folks who sometimes came from distances of 20 to 
40 hours away to purchase immigrants for labor.  They would go 
on board and inspect the passengers, the healthiest naturally 
taken first with those in poor health left to wait and hope.  There 
was bargaining about the terms, on how long they would serve 
for their passage money.  The terms seemed to range from about 
3 to 7 years, with 4 being the most common.  The people were in 
effect binding themselves to the buyer for a fixed term and they 
had very little freedom during that period.  The buyer was 
considered a master, permission was required for major events 
such as marriage or travel and often disallowed.  Running away 
was punished by increasing the term of service.  It has been 
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estimated that half or more of the German immigrants of this 
period were indentured servants, of some sort or other. 

Some authors refer to them as Redemptioners.  An 
indentured servant implies that the individual was some sort of 
convict or very low class individual with few skills, no money, 
separated from family, and with a longer term of duty.  
Redemptioners were defined as most likely middle-class 
peasants, those who were farmers but who were also artisans 
with a skill or trade.  They tended to come with families, 
originally had at least part of the money for the voyage, and 
their terms were 4 years or less. 

Looked at in the best light, this type of servitude was akin to 
apprenticeship.  The immigrant was in a new and strange 
environment, not having a clue as to how things are done, with 
most people speaking a strange tongue.  Servitude enabled a 
way of learning the ropes, with a place to live, a job, and security 
in the New Land.  In any event, Conrad didn’t care.  He would 
serve his time and then, as Hofstadter quoted an immigrant 
writing home in 1746, “… enjoy full liberty of conscience . . . the 
law of the land is so constituted, that every man is secure in the 
enjoyment of his property, the meanest person is out of reach of 
oppression from the most powerful, nor can anything be taken 
from him without his receiving satisfaction for it.” 
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Maryland 
 

Did Conrad land in Pennsylvania or Maryland?  The vast 
majority of immigrants of the period arrived in Philadelphia.  
Ship lists of arrivals there were meticulously kept as required by 
England and periodically sent back to the authorities for 
supposed review.  But several of the lists were lost or thrown 
away over the years so that it is not possible to verify the arrival 
of every single immigrant.  In our case, Conrad’s name could not 
be found there.  The entrance to Philadelphia from the sea was 
by way of Delaware Bay.  If the ship were going on to the 
Maryland ports, it would have to travel an extra 150 miles 
because of the long approach up Chesapeake Bay.  Sometimes 
storms would cause a change in course requiring a ship to go 
those extra miles.  For whatever reason, I prefer to think that 
Conrad’s ship landed at Annapolis or Baltimore because of the 
arrival on the scene of one Peter Smith. 

Frederick County was formed in that same year of 1748 and 
the town itself was on the verge of a boom.  Peter Smith was a 
blacksmith who had a shop in Frederick Town. His business was 
booming and he needed help.  Conrad’s sideline was 
blacksmithing so they agreed on a contract for 4 years.  He 
agreed to faithful service in exchange for housing and keep.  Of 
course he wouldn’t be able to marry and his freedom was 
considerably restricted since he owed allegiance in most 
everything to his master. 

Standard pre-printed contracts were often used, in which it 
was only necessary to fill in a few blanks.  Prior to Conrad’s 
time, there were a lot of abuses to this system and 
Redemptioners taken advantage of.  If they ran away because of 
a cruel master, it was understood that it would be perfectly 
acceptable to lengthen the term for, say, a year for each week the 
servant was gone before capture and return.  There were 
instances of masters deliberately inducing servants to run away 
so that the terms could be lengthened.  But most of these 
practices were eliminated by law after local residents, 
themselves former servants and now large in number, 
complained to the authorities. 
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The business prospered in the bustling town.  In February of 
1750 Smith bought, for 50 pounds 5 shillings 2 pence, “one still 
with the head leaders and tub, one pair smith’s bellows, one 
anvill, and sundry other smith tools including hammers and 
tongs.” 

At the end of the term, there was generally a provision for 
“freedom dues” to be paid to the Redemptioner.  These freedom 
dues varied in the different colonies, but generally they 
provided for the master giving the servant some tools and some 
clothes to help him get started on his own, and so that he would 
not be dumped on society as a helpless, unclothed beggar.  In 
Maryland the law or custom was more generous than those of 
other colonies.  Generally, the servant was entitled to 50 acres of 
land, a complete suit of clothes, an axe, two hoes, and three 
barrels of corn. 

In 1752, it was time for Conrad’s freedom and to look 
forward to finding a wife, getting some property, and starting a 
family.  But for some reason, Peter Smith refused to give him his 
freedom dues.  So in August of 1752, Conrad took him to court: 

 
“… I Conrad Hickman by Edward Dorsey his Attorney Proffers to 

the Court here the following Petition to wit To the Worshipfull 
Justices of Frederick County Now Sitting on the Bench the 
Petition of a Poor Servant Man Conrad Hickman humble 
Sheweth that he Served his Time with Peter Smith and Cannot 
get his freedom Desire of the Honorable Bench to help him to 
get his freedom of the said Peter Smith and that he may be 
Summoned to Shew Cause why he Delays the Payment of his 
Freedom dues your humble Petitioner Shall Ever Pray ...” 

 
Peter Smith was summoned to the court to answer the charges, 
and: 

 
“… Whereupon the premises being Seen and by the court here fully 

understood It is Considered by the Same Court that the said 
Peter Smith Pay to the said Conrad Hickman his Freedom 
Dues according to Act of Assembly in such cases made and 
provided (excepting the Coat) and also Pay the said Conrad 
Hickman a set of smith tools sufficient to Shew a horse And it 
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is also adjudged that the said Conrad Hickman recover against 
the said Peter Smith One hundred and fifty four pounds of 
tobacco for his Costs and Charges by him in this Part laid out 
and Expended to the Same Conrad Hickman …” 

 
This is a very nice example of the English judicial system at 
work!  Note, too, the first evidence of Conrad’s name being 
given the English spelling.  His deposition was not in writing.  
This is the court summary written by an English clerk.  In those 
days reading, writing and arithmetic were not high on the list of 
immigrant priorities.  Such minor matters as spelling of names 
were left up to the clerks who were, naturally, English.  Most 
contracts were agreed upon verbally and the participants were 
not interested in name spelling.  Even if they were, they 
probably figured that was the way it was supposed to be in the 
New World.  Even in the case of ship captains or clerks writing 
out lists of arrivals, the immigrants when asked gave their 
names orally. They were then transcribed in English according to 
how they sounded.  The examples are endless.  The English 
name of Hickman for the German Heckmann is but one.  A 
better example is Bowersox for the German Bauersachs, or Slater 
for Schlötzer, or Mails for Möls, on and on ….  In the 19th century 
this conversion was not as common, although there were 
exceptions both ways.  Today, when we see a name spelled 
Heckmann, their ancestors, not in all cases but most probably, 
came to America in the latter half of the 1800s simply because 
people were more literate then and paid more attention to such 
things.  

Another interesting thing about this court judgment is the 
payment of costs to Conrad in the form of tobacco.  No, he didn’t 
ask for that type of currency to feed an enormous smoking habit!  
Maryland’s was a tobacco economy.  It was the primary crop of 
most all plantations there and was so prevalent and its value so 
universally recognized that it was often simpler to use for 
money.  In the old tidewater counties, rents and country doctors’ 
bills were often paid in tobacco as late as the 20th century!  At 
one time, Maryland issued a “tobacco note” that could be 
converted to a certain amount of tobacco. It was easier to use to 
make large payments and carry than coin or tobacco leaves. 
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So now, at last, Conrad was really free.  During his years of 

bonded service, he hadn’t been allowed to marry, but he could 
attend church and no doubt this is where he met Christiana.  
Church records were sometimes hard to come by for this period.  
The ideal was to record all Pastoral acts including births, 
baptisms, marriages, confirmations, Communion, deaths and 
burials.  Unfortunately, the ideal was not often reached.  The 
book was kept at the church but marriages were rarely 
performed there.  More often they took place at the pastor’s 
home or at an inn.  We don’t know her last name, but there is 

some evidence it might have been Sauter although conclusive 
proof could not be found.  And though they were Reformed 
(later to become the United Church of Christ), they first attended 
the Frederick Lutheran Church, which served both 
congregations.  This was a common practice in early colonial 
churches and those that did were sometimes referred to as 
“Union” churches.  The Frederick Reformed church followed 

Plaque on the current day Frederick Reformed Church 
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soon after.  Conrad and Christiana were married in 1753 and 
daughter Mary was born in 1754.  Church records for Conrad’s 
family were hard to come by in what could be considered the 
frontier of Colonial America.  The following is the best possible 
approximation of the family and dates: 

 
Family of Hans Conrad Heckmann 

Hans Conrad Heckmann born 23 Dec 1724 in Mörzheim, died about 
1798 in Loudoun Co., VA, married about 1752 in Frederick Co., MD to 
Christiana _____ born about 1730, died about 1772 
married between 1773 – 1790 to Susanna _____ 
Children: 
1. Mary Heckmann born about 1754 in Frederick Co., MD 

married John Englebreck 
2. Abigail Heckmann born about 1756 in Frederick Co., MD 

married John Wolfe 
3. Anna Catharina Heckmann born 10 Aug 1758 in Frederick  

Co., MD, died about 1830 in Allegany Co., MD 
married before 1785 to Peter Smouse born before 1756 in Loudoun 
Co., VA died about 1830 in Allegany 
Co., MD 

4. Eva Elizabetha Heckmann born about 1760 in Frederick  
Co., MD 

5. Peter Heckmann, Sr. born about May 1762 in Frederick Co.,  
MD, died 17 Jul 1820 in Loudoun Co., VA 
married 15 Dec 1784 in Loudoun Co., VA to Regina (Rachel) Boger 
born 28 Apr 1764 in Lancaster, PA, 
died 2 Sep 1816 in Loudoun Co., VA 

6. Jacob Heckmann born 30 May 1763 in Frederick Co., MD,  
died 10 Aug 1824 in Friends Cove, Bedford Co., PA 
married about 1788 in Loudoun Co., VA to Sarah _____ born 
between 1771 – 1774, died after 1830 

7. Appolonia Heckmann born about 1765 in Loudoun Co.,  
VA 

 
This was an interesting time in Frederick County.  German 

immigrants were pouring into Pennsylvania and Maryland.  
Frederick Town eventually became more than 50% German and 
the language heard on the streets was as likely German as 
English.  Just as today, this caused considerable concern.  
English colonists feared their culture was being taken over.  In 
Pennsylvania, where the “Pennsylvania Dutch” were ubiquitous, 
Benjamin Franklin voiced his concern: 
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“… they will soon outnumber us, that all the advantages we 
have, will in my opinion, be not able to preserve our language, 
and even our government will become precarious.”   
 

But his constituents, heavily German, were outraged and 
made that known to the extent that the usually astute and master 
politician had to quickly retract the statement and apologize. 

In the early part of 1754, people in Frederick County began to 
wonder where all the Indians were.  They had suddenly and 
mysteriously disappeared.  It was later learned that French 
emissaries had persuaded them to help take possession of the 
Mississippi Valley.  The English government was encouraging 
western development and the French had other ideas.  There 
were skirmishes and battles in the west and some settlers on the 
frontier were killed.  General Braddock was defeated at Ft. 
Duquesne, Pennsylvania and after that, terrified pioneers were 
rushing back to the more populated areas, some all the way back 
to Frederick Town.  It wasn’t until 1756 that war was officially 
declared between France and England and thus was started the 
French and Indian War. 

It was a busy year for Conrad as his 2nd daughter, Abigail, 
was born.  In June, he purchased a “plantation” of 92 acres near 
Fishing Creek, 8 miles north of Frederick Town for 6 pounds 
Maryland money from Nicholas and Ottilia Bock.  It was a nice 
property on the main road from Abraham Miller’s mill to 
Frederick.The term “plantation” was used in those days, simply 
meaning a farm and the main crop in Maryland, by far, was 
tobacco.  However, Conrad didn’t grow tobacco; few Germans 
did.  They didn’t like the crop because it was hard on the land.  It 
couldn’t be planted in one patch of soil more often than once in 
three years.  Therefore, a lot of land was required for rotation 
and that required more farmhands.  The Germans preferred their 
tried and true way of cultivating varied crops and raising 
livestock.  They knew how to husband the land and were the 
first in the colonies to demonstrate the benefits of spreading lime 
on the fields to neutralize acidic soils. 
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That same year the Maryland Legislature passed an Act 
requiring all Maryland men between the ages of 16 and 60 to 
register for militia service unless they were Papists, Quakers, 
Servants or Slaves.  Conrad Kickman [sic] registered and served 
in the Maryland Militia.  Evidence of this was found in a record 
of payment to him in August of 1757.  He received 1 pound, 14 
shillings for 34 days service as a Private in a unit of Captain 
Stephen Ransberger, his neighbor.  The war continued.  In 1758, 
Conrad and Christiana Heckmann had their 3rd daughter, Anna 
Catharina, who was baptized at the Frederick Evangelical 
Lutheran Church.  The entry was made in German Script, a 
practice that continued for decades. 

The law required farmers to record in the county court their 
cattle marks, horse brands and strays found by them.  Conrad 
Hickman took up such a stray and registered the fact in 
Frederick County Court proceedings before Magistrate Thomas 
Beatty on 19 December 1759.  He would be able to keep the 

Conrad Heckmann’s Frederick County Farm, from a 1993 satellite. 
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animal after a waiting period if no one came forward with proof 
that it was theirs. 

In 1760 Conrad’s 4th daughter in a row, Eva Elizabetha, was 
born.  This would have been cause for concern for other families 
because of the expected need for future manpower on the farm.  
However, another distinctive trait of the German immigrants 
was the practice of the women also working in the fields.  This 
caused more than a few jaws to drop because it was by no means 
the norm in the colonies prior to their arrival.  Another more 
pressing concern was the matter of naturalization.  It is 
surprising that so few immigrants did get naturalized.  Either 
that or the records for most of them have not been found.  As we 
have seen it was possible to purchase and own property while 
still an alien.  What was not clear was whether an alien had the 
right to sell property since it would require his signature on a 
legal document whereas a purchase did not.  So Conrad thought 
it was advisable to go through the process and got the ball 
rolling by taking Communion in June.  This was one of the 
requirements; the others are spelled out in the document.  On 11 
September 1760, 
 

“… having taken the required communion, under Statues 13 
George II c.7 and 20 George II c.44, Conrod Hickman and Jost 
Eighenbrod severally appear in Court between the hours of Nine 
and Twelve of the Clock in the forenoon of the Eleventh day of 
September 1760, and in pursuance of an Act of parliament made 
in the 13th Year of the Reign of his present Magesty King George 
the second entitled An Act for naturalizing such foreign 
protestants and other therein mentioned as are ---- or that abide in 
any of his Magesty’s Colonies in America pray to have the several 
oaths appointed by the said Act to be administered to them 
respectively and for that it appears to the Court that they have 
been Inhabitants in some of his Magesty’s Plantations seven years 
and have not been absent out of the said Colonies for a longer span 
than two Months at any one time during these Seven Years and 
that they have Severally received the Sacrament as by the 
Certificate following appear, to Wit – 
Frederick County June 22d 1760 – I Philip Wm Otterbyn 
Minister of the gospel of the Reformed Church do hereby Certifie 
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that the ---- here of George Barr, George Huffman, Conrad 
Hekman, Mathew Buke, Conrad Dick and Jost Eighenbrod hath on 
the above mentioned day received the Sacrament of the Lord’s 
Supper in the reformed Congregation at Frederick Town.  In 
Testimony whereof I have here unto set my hand and Seal the day 
and Year above Mentioned. 

  Testis      
P W Otterbein 

   Henrich Shaber Thomas Schley V.D.M. 
   Johannes Bruner Johannes Gomber 
  

Thereupon the several Oaths appointed by the Statute aforesaid 
are respectively administered to them the said Conrod Hickman 
and Jost Eighenbrod who severally take the same & severally 
make, repeat and subscribe the Oath of Abjuration and Test 
according to the Form and directions of the said Statute in such 
Case made and provided.” 

 
Notice the name of Thomas Schley on this document, church 

schoolmaster and fellow Mörzheimer.  Note, too, that this process 
of naturalization did not make Conrad a citizen.  He like all 
others before him became a naturalized subject of King George II 
of England, who died on the 25th of the following month, his 
grandson taking over as George III, but not before Conrad found 
another stray mare at his plantation, as reported by the 
Maryland Gazette on 18 September. 

The war continued and Conrad no doubt served periodically 
in the Maryland Militia.  In early 1762, Christiana finally 
presented a baby boy, our 4th great-grandfather.  He was named 
Peter after his grandfather back in Germany.  In little over a year, 
another boy was born, Jacob on 30 May 1763, the same year that 
the French and Indian War finally came to an end.  A treaty was 
signed between England and France in which Canada and the 
continent east of the Mississippi River were added to Great 
Britain’s growing empire. 

In 1764, Conrad and his family decided to move to Virginia.  
It could have been because of crop failure, crowded conditions 
due to the booming economy in Frederick, or simply a variation 
of the “seven year itch” where the grass looked greener on the 
other side of the Potomac River.  Whatever it was, on 18 
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December 1764 Conrad Hickman, blacksmith, sold his plantation 
to Jacob Trushover for the tidy sum of 135 pounds in current 
Maryland money.  He signed his name in German script and 

Christiana released her dower rights.  Dower rights referred to a 
spouse’s right to make a claim to one-third of the value of 
property sold without her permission. 

This would not be a major move for them.  Loudoun County, 
Virginia was just across the Potomac and the area where they 
wanted to settle was only about 25 miles away by road.  The 
family took up roots and headed for the river.  Little did they 
know that just after they were gone, in that fall of 1765, there 
would be a rebellion in Frederick Town.  The English Parliament 
had enacted the Stamp Act to tax the colonies to help offset the 
expense of maintaining a military defence for them.  But since 
the colonies were not allowed to have representatives in 
parliament, they objected to being taxed without being able to 
vote on it.  Thus, the well-known phrase “taxation without 
representation” was born, and Patrick Henry of Virginia spoke 
out vehemently against it.  When he was accused of treason he 
said, “If this be treason, make the most of it.” There were 
rebellions against it, the first of which involved 12 Frederick 
County judges—known now in Frederick simply as “the 12 
Immortals” – who repudiated the act. That judges’ rebellion was 
just an early skirmish in what later became a revolution. 

Conrad Heckman’s actual signature, in old German Script 
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Virginia 
 

There had been a German settlement in northern Loudoun 
County for several years before Conrad arrived.  As early as 1733 
there were at least 70 families in the area around present day 
Lovettsville, which in those days was called The German 
Settlement.  Among the names gathered from that period by 
author Briscoe Goodhart was Hickman, a tantalizing bit of 
information about which further research has shed no light 
whatsoever.  It is alleged that Goodhart’s brother married one of 
our Conrad’s 2nd great-granddaughters. 

In the early days, there were muddy roads or trails and few 
bridges.  Streams were forded by raft, and ferries were used for 
the larger rivers such as the Potomac.  Today, the southern part 
of the county extends down to meet the burgeoning Washington, 
D. C. metropolis, just 25 miles from Lovettsville.  In fact, Dulles 
International Airport is just within the Loudoun County border.  
The rolling countryside has homes, estates, bed-and-breakfasts, 
and farms, of which more than a few are for saddle horses. 

The last of Conrad’s children for which we have a record was 
Appolonia, born in 1765.  The name seems strange, but  there 
was an early Christian Saint by that name.  Conrad’s name 
started to appear in that year in the Loudoun County tithables 
lists, but his ties with Frederick County, Maryland continued.  In 
both March and April of 1767 he continues to be shown as 
receiving pay for service in Captain Stephen Rensburgers Muster 
Roll.  In March he received 1 pound 14 shillings for 75 days and 
the same amount in April for 86 days.  And in those days 
ministers were hard to come by.  The Reformed Church was 
established in Loudoun County as was the Lutheran but they 
had to rely on regular visits from the Reformed pastor in 
Frederick to conduct services, baptisms, confirmations and 
communion.  In the Frederick church book the pastor wrote, “On 
2 Aug 1767, the following were present at the Holy Communion 
Across the Potomac at Georg Schumacher’s, the Ref. Deac.” … 
and Conrad Heckmann’s name is listed along with several 
others, including Frantz Ritchie, his long-time friend and 
neighbor.  Pastor Lange also wrote in his diary of this visit that 
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his host was “a pious deacon, George Shumaker, who resided 
near the Potomac in Loudoun County, Va.”. 

The time of paying taxes, tending the farm and blacksmithing 
continued.  In two different years, the tithables lists showed that 
Conrad paid his taxes in the form of 5 squirrel scalps.  Not much 
has been written about this, but apparently squirrels were a 
nuisance and a bounty was paid, so they could also be used to 
pay the tithes.   

The means of tilling the soil and raising livestock were 
primitive by today’s standards.  After all, it was just in 1769 that 
James Watt, a Scottish engineer, invented the steam engine, 
which helped launch the Industrial Revolution.  The German 
farmers of this era were often criticized by the English colonists 
as keeping to themselves and being rather plain and simple.  
Their log houses tended to be comfortable and practical but 
rather crude.  Ornamentation was of no apparent interest to 
them.  The housewives worked in the fields along with their 
husbands, which was unheard of ‘til then.  But as time passed, 
their simple practicality, industriousness, and intelligence won 
them grudging praise from their more genteel neighbors as they 
gradually assimilated into early American society. 

These must have been interesting times leading up to and 
during the Revolution.  Not all colonists were in favor of 
revolting against the English crown, in fact a majority were not.  
But there was no question about where most all German 
immigrants stood.  When the time came, they were very much 
for fighting for independence. 

Conrad’s wife Christiana died in about 1772, just in her 40s.  
The mystery remains as to her maiden name.  Again, church 
records do not help us.  Funerals were begun at the home of the 
deceased, continued at the graveside and only sometimes 
concluded inside the church.  They were followed by a large 
meal, again at the home.  But there was a document found in a 
small, obscure genealogy library in Illinois that simply said at 
the top, HICKMAN & SOUDER.  No source was given but the 
text was intriguing: 

 
“Little is known of the couple but from the best we can gather 

they were originally from Germany coming to the United States 
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about 1765 and settled in Loudoun County, Virginia.  When and 
where Mr. Hickman died the writer has been unable to learn but 
the death probably occurred in Loudoun County, Virginia. 

Mrs. Hickman was a rather fleshy woman and died of dropsy 
in her home in Loudoun County, Virgina.  It is said that a short 
time before her death, her brothers and sisters were sent for and 
came on horseback.  After staying several days, the time came for 
them to go to their homes.  This was a touching scene as they all 
gathered around her bed and with eyes filled with tears and each 
lead in prayer beginning with the oldest and all praying.  The 
brothers and sisters had not been gone many days till Mrs. 
Hickman passed to her reward.” 

 
The author is not known, but the account has a ring of truth 

to it, particularly as to time and location.  More than once in 
Loudoun County there is a reference to a Souder in connection 
with our Hickmans (see the estate inventories for Conrad and 
Peter), so it well may be that Christiana was, indeed, a Souder. 

Events leading up to the Revolution continued.  In the 
following year, Massachusetts patriots, some dressed as 
Mohawk Indians, protested the British Tea Act by dumping 
crates of tea into Boston Harbor.  In 1775 shots were fired at 
Lexington and Concord.  “Minute Men” forced British troops 
back to Boston.  George Washington took command of the 
Continental Army.  In 1776 Thomas Paine’s Common Sense 
became an instant best seller and pushed the colonies closer to 
war.  Thomas Jefferson’s Declaration of Independence was 
ratified by Congress on July 4th followed by British forces 
arriving in New York harbor.  The war was on.  Loudoun 
County, Virginia was not isolated from it.  Troops of the 
Continental Army were in the area and Conrad gave up his 
horse to help in forwarding the militia to camp.  It was a grey 
stallion 15 hands high, 5 years old, but alas he was killed in the 
effort.  Conrad later was awarded money of 30 pounds for his 
patriotic service and material assistance to the Revolutionary 
War effort.  In 1781 when Lord Cornwallis was trapped at 
Yorktown, Virginia about 185 miles from Conrad’s farm, the 
British army had to surrender, in effect ending the war although 
a peace treaty wasn’t signed until 1783. 
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During the above period Conrad appeared in court 4 other 
times.  A writ was executed in McIntyre vs. Hickman, he served 
on a jury in Headon vs. Sears in which the plaintiff was awarded 
10 pounds for damage and costs, a judgment was confirmed in 
Lane’s Executors vs. Hickman, and his account along with 
several others was paid by the executors of the estate of one 
Adam Vincell, deceased. 

In 1787, Conrad was taxed on 4 horses and 9 cattle.  The age 
at which white males were tithable at the county level was 16 
years; at the state level, the age was 21.  The county tax paid for 
the political operation of the county and for the care of the poor.  
The amount was determined by simply dividing the year’s 
expenditures by the number of tithes.  Everyone paid the same 
amount for the state tithe, but also taxable as property were 
carriage wheels, ordinary licenses, billiard tables, and stud 
horses.  Those exempt from tithes included white women, non-
Virginians, political employees (from constable to state 
governor), a college professor, minister of the Gospel, a soldier 
or sailor, old or infirm, and ferrymen. 

It is difficult to pin down the exact locations of farms in this 
period since the metes and bounds method was used in which 
neighbors’ names, trees, stones, posts, roads and other natural 
and man-made objects were used to determine boundaries.  It is 
not known exactly how a tree blown down in a storm was 
handled, but perhaps the stump was identifiable?  An example 
of the method of description in 1787 Loudoun County was some 
100 acres of land that Conrad’s neighbor Francis Saunders and 
wife Dinah sold to Henry Barb for 100 pounds.  The description 
states that: 

 
“the land begins at a red Oak sapling on the South East side of Goose 
Creek Ridge  opposite to Hickman’s Corner and running thence North 
6 degrees and 130 poles to a Hickory at the Corner of Lee’s Line, thence 
with Lee’s line South 33 ½ degrees and 174 poles to a white Oak, 
Hickmans beginning, thence with the said Hickman’s line to the first 
station …”. 

 
If Conrad were to sell and move, it is supposed that the court 

records on subsequent sale of this property would have to be 
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searched to prove that the current property owner name was 
correct! 

Another example is the following lease of 103 acres by 
Conrad in 1789 from Henry Asley Bennett of Great Britain.  In 
this lease it is learned that Christiana died at the young age of 42.  
Also, Conrad would have been 65 years old instead of 62 but it is 
not uncommon for ages to be mis-stated in the colonial era: 

 
“Lott 1 in Payne and Summer’s Survey, Catocton Mannor, 103 
acres.  Beginning at several red oaks and hickorys on a knowle on 
the road side leading from the Dutch Mill to roaches being 
Corner to the patent thence along a line of the said Patent N61E 
80 poles to two red oaks thence along another line of said Patent 
N6 ¾ E 150 ¾ poles to a gum supposed corner of the patent 
thence N37W 20 poles to a red oak corner to said Lott thence 
S50W 183 poles to the line of the patent thence along the said 
line S37E 106 poles to the beginning.  For and during the 
natural lives of the said Conrad Hickman aged 62 years his wife 
Christiana (now dead aged then forty-two years) and his son 
Peter Hickman, aged 26 years or the longest liver of them, a 
yearly sum of three pounds one shilling and ten pence current 
money of Virginia.  If any year payment is not made within 20 
days then Henry Asley Bennett may repossess the property.  
Conrad agrees to keep up a dwelling house twenty-six feet by 
twenty-four and also an orchard containing one hundred good 
apple trees and one hundred good peach trees and maintain good 
fencing.” 

 
Leases were often used in those days to attract settlers who 

had little money at very reasonable terms.  Then after years 
passed and if the buildings and trees were maintained the 
property would fetch a very good price.  After 7 years, Conrad 
bought the property outright for 128 pounds 15 shillings. 

The Loudoun County Reformed Church records show that in 
1790 “Conrath Heckmann and his wife” sponsored the birth of 
his son Peter’s daughter Susanna Catharina.  The Reformed 
records are only available from 1789 so nothing has been found 
about this second marriage.  Was her name Susanna, since a 
child was often given the name of her Godmother?  The answer 
is yes, because in the following year “Conrad Heckman and wife 
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Susanna” sponsored the birth of Susanna Elisabeth, daughter of 
Simeon Schober and Sharlota at that same church. 

As the 18th Century drew to a close, Napoleon was running 
amok in Europe, the French taking the left side of the Rhine once 
again including Conrad’s former home.  Beethoven finished his 
1st Symphony, and the beloved George Washington died.  As 
Conrad approached his 74th birthday, the old German 
immigrant, father of our American Hickman line, died in 
Loudoun County, Virginia. 

A will has not been found, and there may not have been one.  
But here, from the original document and original spelling as 
best could be determined, is the inventory of his goods taken on 
February 23rd, 1799: 

 
“1 Gray Mare Saddle bridle, 1 Cow [?] calf, 5 Head of Sheep, Six 
Head of Swine, 1 Waggon Jack Screw and Cloth, 1 Wind Mill, 1 
Cutting box and Tub, Tubs and barrels, Churn and Sundries, 1 
Tub and old Iron, Hoes and Forks, Tubs and barrels and 
sundries, Three swarm of Bees, Rye at [?] Bushel [?], Indian 
Corn at [?] bushell [?], Potatoes at [?] bushell, flax at [?], Harnis 
for 2 Horses and Crosscut saw, ax Mall and wedges & sundries, 
1 shott gun, 1 Bedstead and Back tray, Kitchen furniture, 1 flour 
Chest and sundries, 1 Chest, 1 old chest, Earthen potts, 2 pair of 
Steelyards, 1 Wooling and little wheel, 1 Table & wooden Clock, 
Hammer Chairs and sundries, 1 half Bushell and onion & 
sundries, 1 Grindstone and sundries, 1 mole on hand, Book 
Accounts, 1 Shear in the fish poll. 
Signed Adam Shover, Isaac Richie, and Philip Souder” 

 
The inventory and appraisement were recorded at the county 

court on June 10th, 1799.  The settlement of the estate was a long, 
drawn out process.  It  wasn’t final until 1823 when it was 
recorded on September 9th.  Two children were not mentioned, 
one of them being Appolonia who may have died prior to 
Conrad’s death.  The other was Peter, who didn’t die until 1820, 
and the two estates seemed to be legally intertwined somehow 
because Peter’s estate was recorded the day before Conrad’s 
was.  The payments made in the settlement of Conrad’s estate 
were shown as being paid in cash to: 
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Peter Smouse for the use of Elizabeth Hickman $25.00 on June 10, 
1801. 
Peter Smouse for the use of Elizabeth Hickman $16.67 on April 22, 
1803. 
John Wolf his share in full $218.81 on December 28, 1804. 
John Englebreck his share in full $218.81 on January 24, 1807. 
Peter Smouse his share in full $218.81 on November 15, 1810. 
Jacob Hickman his share in full $218.81 on November 12, 1816. 
 
John Wolf was the husband of Abigail, John Englebreck the 

husband of Mary, and Peter Smouse the husband of Catharina.  
If there was no will, apparently the husbands of the daughters 
collected the money for them.  Jacob, his wife, and the 
Englebrecks had moved to Colerain Township in Bedford 
County, Pennsylvania by 1800.  The Smouses, the Wolfs, and 
Elizabeth had moved to Allegany County, Maryland near 
Cumberland and not too far from Jacob across the border. 

Regarding Elizabeth, a puzzling incident was recorded in the 
Loudoun County Reformed Church records: “Salomon born 1 
May 1796 of Elizabeth Heckmann (illegitimate).  She gave the 
father’s name as Michael Hallebart.”  There was an Elizabeth in 
the Frederick Reformed Church in 1775 who attended 
Confirmation classes so it is assumed she was born about 1760.  
That would mean she had an illegitimate child as a single 
woman at the age of 36!  Was that the wrong Elizabeth who was 
confirmed in Maryland?  Was she really born much later, 
perhaps to Christiana as late as 1772?  To Susanna even after 
that?  At any rate, she obviously didn’t marry Hallebart as we 
have seen her Hickman maiden name in 1801 and 1803 when 
money was collected on her behalf by brother-in-law Peter 
Smouse.  And she apparently wasn’t incompetent since on 
March 3, 1800 in Allegany County, Maryland she, as did the 
other children, signed a Power of Attorney so that Peter could 
sell Conrad’s 103 acres in Loudoun County to one Adam 
Householder. 

There was a preponderance of daughters born to these first 
two generations of Heckmanns.  Just the seven children of 
Conrad were found, and Peter and Jacob were the only sons.  
Jacob had 11 children and just 4 of them were sons.  Peter wins 
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the prize for most children with 13 but only 5 were sons, making 
the two-generation total 20 daughters and only 11 sons in all.  
Another interesting observation is that the surname of Jacob  and 
his descendants did not evolve into the Hickman spelling, even 
in the Pennsylvania census for at least 4 more generations and 
maybe more.  Perhaps it was because there were many more 
Germans and fewer English in Pennsylvania than in Virginia. 

Peter seems to be the only one of Conrad’s children who 
stayed in Loudoun County, where he lived for the rest of his life.  
He married Regina Boger in 1784 and their children arrived 
regularly until the last one, Regina, was born in 1804.  Both 
mother Regina and her daughter Regina were known as 
“Rachel”.  We know about mother Regina and her roots, 
something that is not always possible when it comes to tracing 
our female ancestors throughout history.  It seems that the 
women had practically no official status, other than rights of 
dower that was previously mentioned.  They did not enter into 
contracts along with their husbands, such as signing deeds for 
property.  They were mentioned in church records but that was 
about all.  Almost everything official to be done or referred to 
surrounded the male name only.  He was the one who bought 
things, sold them, sued people, prospered, failed, etc.  When 
husbands died, through their benevolence they “allowed” their 
widows to have a part or all of the house and some of the 
furniture, but the wording in the wills left no doubt that 
everything flowed from the ownership and authority of the 
husband. 

In Regina’s case, we were fortunate to find that her family 
came to Virginia from Pennsylvania.  Records of the Trinity 
Lutheran Church in Lancaster, Pennsylvania show that she was 
born to Joseph Boger and his wife Susanna (Jensel).  They had 
arrived in the Colonies in 1754 from Germany with their first 
three children, and the first to be born in America was Dorothea.  
Two more children followed and Regina was the baby of the 
family.  Their village in Germany was Lomersheim, not far from 
Stuttgart, on the Enz River in the Kingdom of Wuerttemberg.  
There is an historic monastery nearby in Maulbronn, which was 
exactly 600 years old at the time Joseph and Susanna were 
married. 
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Up until this time, the Heckmanns had primarily attended 
Reformed churches although they continued to appear in 
Lutheran or “Union”2 churches also.  The Boger family was 
Lutheran and so Peter and Regina’s family generally attended 

the New Jerusalem Evangelical Lutheran Church in Lovettsville.  
They were married there as recorded by pastor John Andrew 
Krug of Frederick, Maryland in the back of his church book, “On 
the Short Hill, married Peter Heckman and Regina Bogerin … in 
the church there.”  This referred to the New Jerusalem Church 
and the “in” at the end of Regina’s name was an old German 
custom of indicating a female.  They also appeared in the records 

                                                        
2 Union churches were shared by separate Lutheran and Reformed Congregations. 

The Lutheran Church in Lovettsville, Virginia 



 
 
 

The History of the Hickman Family of Northwest Cedar Rapids, Iowa 

 43

for many years as the baptisms of their children were carefully 
recorded: 

 
Family of Peter Heckmann, Sr. 

Peter Heckmann, Sr. born about May 1762 in Frederick Co., MD, died 
17 Jul 1820 in Loudoun Co., VA, married 15 Dec 1784 in Loudoun Co. 
to Regina (Rachel) Boger born 28 Apr 1764 in Lancaster, PA, died 2 
Sep 1816 in Loudoun Co. 
Children: 
1. Johannes Heckmann born 9 Sep p1785 in Lovettsville, VA, died 13 
Jan 1839 in Lovettsville 
married 11 Apr 1811 in Lovettsville to Catherina E. Fahle born 20 Dec 
1792 in Lovettsville, died 1 Aug 1862 in Lovettsville 
2. Anna Maria Heckmann born 23 Sep 1786 in Lovettsville 

married 4 Apr 1811 in Lovettsville to Adam Emrich born 12 Jun 
1785 

3. Michael Heckman born 7 Oct 1787 in Lovettsville, died 18 Feb 1860 
in Putnam Co., IN, married 18 Nov 1813 in Loudoun Co. to 
Catharina Schumacher born 15 Apr 1791 in Lovettsville, died 
after 1862 in Putnam Co., IN 

4. Peter Heckmann, Jr. born 28 Jun 1789 in Lovettsville, died 18 Jun 
1820 in Lovettsville 
married 17 Sep 1812 in Lovettsville to Anna Marie Slater born 18 
Sep 1793 in Lovettsville, died after 14 Sep 1850 

5. Susanna Catharina Heckmann born Aug 1790 in Loudoun Co., VA 
6. Henrich Heckmann born 11 Jul 1792 in Lovettsville, died 22 Jun 

1843 in Preble Co., OH, married before 1817 in Virginia to Anna 
Maria Sackman born 8 Oct 1789 in Philadelphia, PA, died 8 May 
1876 in Edgar Co., IL 

7. Christina Heckmann born 15 Jul 1795 in Loudoun Co., died 19 Jan 
1851 in Loudoun Co., married Adam Sanbower born 26 Jan 1785, 
died 11 Nov 1846 in Lovettsville 

8. Philip Heckmann born 23 Apr 1797 in Loudoun Co. 
9. Elizabeth Heckmann born about 1798, married 6 Aug 1818 in 

Loudoun Co. to Leonard Thomas 
10.Magdalena Heckmann born 5 Apr 1799 in Lovettsville 

married 10 Apr 1820 in Lovettsville to Johannes Kiefer 
11.Sarah Heckmann born 23 Feb 1801 in Lovettsville  
     married 17 Feb 1820 in Lovettsville to Adam Mink 
12.Margaretha Heckmann born 2 Apr 1802 in Lovettsville 

married 12 May 1822 in Lovettsville to Johannes Boger    born 13 
May 1791 in Loudoun Co, 

13.Regina Heckmann born 28 Mar 1804 in Lovettsville 
married 29 May 1828 in Lovettsville to Benjamin Mails 
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In addition, Peter and Regina appeared in church records as 

sponsors for baptisms of their relatives’ and neighbors’ children.  
In 1797 Peter sponsored the baptism of Catharina Frey, Regina’s 
niece and grandmother of Wilbur and Orville Wright. 

In 1787 Peter was taxed on 3 horses and 5 cattle; in the 
following two years 5 horses.  In 1793, Charles, Earl of 
Tankerville and Henry Astley Bennett, both of Great Britain, sold 
to Peter Hickman for 272 pounds 5 shillings current money of 
Virginia for land in Catoctan [next to John Shaver’s lot and 
Reuben Hickson’s lot and Jacob Hickman’s lot and Farling Ball’s 
land.  In 1794 there was an indenture made between Jacob 
Hickman, Sarah his wife, of Loudon Co and Michael Bogar 
[Regina’s brother] for parcel of land conveyed and sold to the 
said Jacob Hickman by Charles, Earl of Tankerville and Henry 
Astley Bennett 13 Apr 1793, lying in Catoctan, adjoining Jacob 
Hickman and Peter Hickman to a stake by Reuben Hickson. We 
also know that Peter served in the Virginia Militia since in 
“Loudoun County, 14 Oct 1794, a Peter Hickman was discharged 
from Militia duty”. 

Other records show: 
1803 - Joseph Lewis, Jr. for 900 dollars lawful current money 

of the United States of America sells to Peter Hickman 90 acres 
of land which he had been leasing next to Mink and John Martin. 

1804 - In Anthony Souder’s estate account, 18 shillings are 
paid to Peter Hickmanfor whiskey. 

1804 - Cash paid Peter Hickman’s own share is $218.81 (In 
Conrad’s estate settlement recorded 9 Sept 1823) 

1807 - Anthony Amond sells 203 acres to Peter Hickman for 
$4,060 current money of Virginia. 

1810 - William Woolf and Susanna his wife sell 53 ¾ acres of 
land to Peter Heckman for $680 lawful money. 

1811 - Samuel Clapham and wife Elizabeth sell land on the 
west side of the Catoctin Mountains next to Jacob Slater’s 
property to Peter Hickman for $348.50.  Since Peter, Jr. was only 
22 years old in 1811, it appears that these transactions would be 
for Peter, Sr.   

Conflict with the mother country arose again, and the United 
States declared war on Britain in 1812.  Most of the battles 
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occurred in the north, but two events in 1814 were within 50 
miles of the Hickmans.  In August the British overwhelmed a 
small American force in Maryland and marched on Washington, 
burning the Capitol and the White House. President Madison 
and other high officials fled into the countryside.  In September 
the unsuccessful British bombardment of Fort McHenry in 
Baltimore harbor inspired Francis Scott Key to write the words 
of the “Star-Spangled Banner,” which became the national 
anthem of the United States.  Peace was agreed to later that year 
and the war, which resulted in a stand-off, ended. 

In 1816 mother Regina died.  Her stone in the old German 
cemetery near the Lutheran church is one of the oldest, if not the 
oldest, still standing.  In 1820, the federal census shows that 
Peter resided in Waterford. A trip to Waterford today reveals a 
comfortable, wooded, hilly community of pleasant homes with a 
charmingly understated ambience.  How different it must be 

Regina’s grave in Lovettsville Lutheran cemetery 
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from the rugged, rustic, pioneer environment of Peter’s days!  
The census also shows that Peter had one male slave in the age 
bracket of 26 to 45.  This is very unusual.  It was well known that 
the vast majority of farmers in German communities did not 
have slaves.  Even though the demands of labor-intensive 
agriculture were a given, it was generally not something German 
farmers were involved in.  That was most likely due to their 
experience in an environment of serfdom in the old country plus 
it could be very expensive. 

Although Lovettsville, in the northern part of the county, was 
known as “The German Settlement” for many years, the majority 
of Loudoun’s residents were Irish, Scots-Irish or English and 
slavery was very much in vogue.  When the Civil War broke out, 
loyalties in the county were split between the North and the 
South, with the majority favoring The Rebellion.  But the 
northern part of the county was another story and most of the 
inhabitants there, particularly the Germans who were not about 
to abandon their adopted country that had provided them with 
the freedom and prosperity they worked so hard to obtain, cast 
their lot with The Union.  The Loudoun Rangers was the only 
organized unit from the State to enter Federal service.  Many of 
the Germans from Lovettsville joined.  Their record was not 
particularly distinguished as they suffered several defeats, but 
the principals they stood for have to be admired. 

That same year of the census proved to be a tragic one for the 
Loudoun Heckmanns.  In 1820 on the Schuylkill River of 
Pennsylvania, what was simply known as “the fever” started 
and eventually spread nationwide.  Peter, Jr. died in May and 
less than one month later, Peter, Sr. succumbed also.  Was it “the 
fever”?  We don’t really know for sure.  A grave has not been 
found for either of them.  As can be seen from the following 
inventory, Peter, Sr. had a thriving and diversified farm.  
Incredibly, two slaves are listed along with the other goods, 
possessions, and prices.  The punctuation and spelling are as in 
the original: 

 
“Agreeable to an order of the court of Loudoun County 

Virginia dated August 17th 1820 We being duly qualified have 
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proceeded to Inventory and appraise the personal Estate of Peter 
Hickman now Deceased as follows: 

one ------ wedge ------ chain and ------- 5.00, two tables 3 
Barrels 3 hoes/ -------- and old iron 5.00, Eleven old bags 2.00, 
One pair of hemp -------- 3.00, Two bread trays ------- ------ 2 old 
barrels 0.50, Crosscust saw and three lifters 2.00, ---- hogheads 
with some bran 1.00, One pair of saddle bags and wooden screw 
and some  ------ 1.25, ----- ---- and bag and old irons 1.00, one 
barrel with beans 5 spinning wheels 5.00, one bed 2 pair of 
bedsteds and old chest 7.00, 2 Beds and bedsteds 25.00, 2 Pot 
trammels five ----- and tongs and ------- 3.00, 2 ---- pots, 1 ----- 1 
------ ladder 2 flat Irons 4.00, 1 Frying pan, coffee 1.00, ----- 
dresser and ---- ---- --- 30.00, ------ 0.50, 10 common chairs 4.00, 
one Table ----- ---- 2.00, Cubard and cina ware 8.00, one cloche 
45.00, 1 looking glass 2 benches 1.00, a case of drawers 10.00, 
one stand and pipe 18.00, one ----- and 3 jugs 1.00, one file lock 
8.00, 2 chests 2.00, one bed and bedsteads 15.00, one saw, 
augers, drawing knife 2 half bushels 1.00, one man and woman 
saddle / Bridle 6.00, 2 --------- 1.00, one harrow slight ------- 
plough single trees 6.00, one old waggon 20.00, one plough 
single and double trees 3.00, one ----- ------- ---- and a shovel 
1.50, Two --- buckets 1.00, -------------- 249.75, 3 --------- and 
one old saddle 1.00, 3 bags with rye ------- 3.00, one wheat ------ 
5.00, one cutting box 4.00, 2 ------ 1.00, 1 chest and bedstead 
6.00, ------ 2.33, one ----- horse 25.00, -----one -------- horse 
20.00, one young bay mare 60.00, one lot of gears 5.00, 2 lot of 
gears 6.00, one mow of hay 15.00, a lot of ---- and hay laders 
3.00, one mow of wheat 60.00, 3 stacks of rye 40.00, 19 heads of 
sheep 18.00, 9 head of cattle large and small 60.00, 9 tubs of 
different sizes and 2 Barrels 3.50, 1 --- - --- - 1 watering pot and 
sundries 6.00, 13 geese 3.25, one large iron pot 2.50, a large ---- 
toppe and ------ 4.00, one iron apple mill 10.00, one ---- and -- -- 
and tongs 5.00, 11 --- tubs 2 Barrells 2 ceggs and ------- 8.25, 2 
stills ------ and cooling tubs 80.00, 2 Barrels with old iron 1 
cradle and ---- 2.00, 1 grind stone 1.00, 32 head of hogs 75.00, 2 
stackes of wheat 50.00, 2 stacks of rye 15.00, a lot of corn 10.00, 
one stack of rye 20.00, 2 stacks of wheat 48.00, -- one ---- of a lot 
of corn 21.00, a lot of corn supposed to be 13 acres 60.00, one 
negro man 400.00, one negro girl 200.00, ¾ -- plaster paris at 
shafers mill 8.00, 596 - alfalfa at Coopers Mill 4.00, 554 --  
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alfalfa at Shawers Mill 3.75, 1 Barrell flour at Shawers Mill 
2.75, 869 --- ------ at ----- Mill 5.00, 2352 --- ----- at ------- Mill 
15.00, one note of hand against George ------   4.50, one note of 
hand against Jacob Bachman 48.00, one note of hand against 
Adam ------  6.71, several Bushels wheat 2.80, one ---- .50, Corn 
in the crib 6.66, One stack of wheat 20.00, 2 stacks of wheat 
48.00, 2 stacks of wheat 40.00, 3 stacks of wheat 36.00, 2 stacks 
rye 23.00, 7 acres of corn 61.00, a lot of corn 35.00, one stack of 
rye 21.66, 2 stacks of wheat 32.00, one -------00.33,  

   416.66 
   249.75 

 1366.83 
$2033.24 
Peter Fry Peter Souder Michael Boger 

The amount held for Loudoun County March 17th 1821 this 
inventory and appraisement of the personal Estate of Peter 
Hickman now decd was returned to the court and ordered to be 
recorded       (teste -----------)” 

 
The final settlement of Peter’s estate was signed by John 

Hamilton, Peter Souder, Edward Marlow and John Stouseber on 
28 May 1823 and was recorded on 8 Sept 1823 just one day 
before Conrad’s was.  The final settlement of these two estates 
seems intertwined and complicated.  Their deaths occurred over 
20 years apart and it appears neither had wills.  Peter’s 
settlement shows sons John and Henry Hickman as principals 
(but no Michael!?). 

Peter, Jr. left five children, the last born just one month before 
he died.  One of them was Peter III and therein, also, lies a tale.  
Briscoe Goodhart tells this story in his book History of the 
Loudoun Rangers:  “On September 1, 1863, Lt. Joseph Thrasher 
and about twelve Loudoun Rangers were ordered near 
Lovettsville to look after a rebel picket post.  On our arrival we 
found the enemy had vacated about 24 hours before.  We 
camped for the night at Lovettsville.  Here happened one of the 
many unfortunate incidents of the war.  Charles Spring was on 
picket.  about twelve midnight a horseman approached.  Spring 
challenged the man, warning him to stop, but he kept on 
approaching.  Spring then called Lt. Thrasher, who also 
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challenged the horseman three times, but he still continued to 
advance.  Lt. Thrasher fired his revolver.  The rider fell dead.  
This rider who met an untimely death was Peter Hickman.  
Sadly enough, Peter was hard of hearing and did not realize that 
he was being warned.”  Christian Nicewarner, a farmer about 
three miles west of Lovettsville, kept a diary of events that 
occurred around the area at the time of the Civil War and he 
verifies that this happened.  His diary has the date as September 
2, but says “Peter Hickman shot in Lovettsville by Federal 
soldiers.” 

There are still some Hickmans who live in Loudoun County 
and a Hickman Reunion is held every fourth Sunday in July.  
Most, if not all, of them are descended from Peter Hickman, Jr.  
Brother John stayed in the area, too, while Philip apparently died 
young.  As we shall see, three other siblings began to look to the 
West. 
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Heading West 
 

Why is it that some of our pioneer families decided to move 
on while others stayed right where they were?  Does it take a 
certain kind of personality, a willingness to take a risk?  Were 
new settlers pouring into the area making it too crowded?  Were 
the farmlands not producing as well as before?  Was the 
government providing an inducement to settle new territory?  
Were neighbors leaving and sending word back how successful 
they were?  Was a disgruntled, less-favored son deciding to 
move at all costs?  Did it have to do with better means of 
transportation?  No doubt some or all of these factors contributed
to the willingness to migrate.   

Michael, our 3rd great-grandfather, the third child and second 
son of Peter, Sr. was born in 1787, the year the Constitution of 
the United States was ratified and the Continental Congress 
created the Northwest Territory.  His farm was located near the 
town of Middleburg, Virginia, which had been since the 1730s a 
staging point for weary travelers along the Ashby Gap Road.  
Today, its historic Red Fox Inn and Tavern is billed as the "oldest 
original inn in America”. 

He married Catharina Schumacher in 1813.  The name 
Schumacher, or Shoemaker, is very common but we do know a 
little about Catharina’s ancestors.  Her great grandfather Rudolf 
and his son Jacob came to America from Kleeburg, Elsass, Germany 
in 1752.  They settled in Frederick County, Maryland and Jacob
later moved to Loudoun County, Virginia.  His son George married 
Magdalena Shaffer and they had eight children, the fourth being 
Catharina born in 1791.  

Michael and Catharina eventually had 10 children, but three 
of their first five born in Virginia died at six years of age or less.   

 
Family of Michael Heckman 

Michael Heckman born 7 Oct 1787 in Lovettsville, died 18 Feb 1860 in 
Putnam Co., IN, married 18 Nov 1813 in Loudoun Co. to Catharina 
Schumacher born 15 Apr 1791 in Lovettsville, died after 1862 in 
Putnam Co., IN 
Children: 
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1. George Heckman born 20 Apr 1814 in Loudoun Co., died 29 Jun 
1816 in Loudoun Co. 

2. Johannes Heckman born 28 Aug 1815 in Lovettsville, died 3 Nov 
1821 in Lovettsville 

3. Maria Magdalena Heckman born 18 Nov 1816 in Lovettsville, died 
26 Oct 1897 in Putnam Co., IN 
married 1835 in Preble Co., OH to Leonard J. Bowman born 18 Apr 
1816 in Putnam Co., died 25 Mar 1870   

    in Putnam Co. 
4. Margretha Heckman born 15 Oct 1819 in Lovettsville 
5. Elisabetha Heckman born 5 Jul 1821 in Lovettsville, died 1 Dec 1825 

in Lovettsville 
6. Michael Hickman, Jr. born 2 Dec 1823 in Loudoun Co., died 10 Jul 

1910 in Coffeen, IL, married 13 Apr 1843 in Putnam Co. to Delila 
Thomas born 15 Jul 1818 in Kentucky 
married 16 May 1867 in Montgomery Co., IL to Sarah Ann Bateman 
born 29 May 1841 in Illinois   
married 25 Dec 1900 to Martha J. Wilson  

7. Solomon Jonas Hickman born 23 Jun 1826 in Lovettsville, died 26 
May 1892 in Clay Co, IA, married 11 Sep 1845 in Putnam Co., IN to 
Louisa Evans born 17 May 1827 in Washington Co., IN, died 4 Feb 
1901 in Spencer, Clay Co, IA 

8. Susannah Catharina Hickman born 21 Sep 1828 in Lovettsville, 
married 16 Jul 1848 in Putnam Co., IN to Squire B. Bunten 

9. Joseph Henry Hickman born 27 Jan 1831 in Preble Co., OH, died 17 
Apr 1853 in Putnam Co., IN, married 19 Jun 1850 in Putnam Co. to 
Mary Martha Gaither born 17 Jan 1831 in Montgomery Co., IL  

10.Simon Peter Hickman born 1833 in Preble Co., OH,  
married 28 Oct 1857 in Putnam Co., IN to Catherine J. Brann born 
1840 in Indiana 

 
In the fall of 1829 the family decided to move west, with 

surviving children Maria Magdalena age 13, Margaretha 10, 
Michael Jr. 6, Solomon 3, and Susanna Catharina 1.  Why did 
they leave after so long?  In the settlement of Michael’s father’s 
estate he was not named as a principal as his older brother John 
and younger brother Henry were, but that was nine years before 
so it’s doubtful that was a factor.  More likely, it had to do with 
the boom in Loudoun County beginning to lose its luster as it 
became more crowded and the land less productive.  The federal 
government had been selling virgin land to settlers in Ohio for 
some time and Virginians were flocking to that state. Also, 
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Michael at age 43 was at that stage when many people reassess 
their life and decide to strike out anew. 

1829 was the year that the first locomotive was put on a 
railroad in America.    Up until this time there were rails but 
horses were used to pull the rail cars.  The construction of the 
Baltimore and Ohio Railroad had commenced in 1828, but it 
would not be completed until 1852, when it became the longest 
railroad in the world, going from Baltimore to Wheeling in what 
is now West Virginia.  But it was too early for the journey of 
Michael’s family.  They had to use wagons, perhaps the huge 

Conestoga type, a vehicle invented by German immigrants in 
Pennsylvania (the term “stogie” owes its name to the cigar 
favored by Conestoga wagon drivers, although the word itself is 
the name of an Indian tribe).  These venerable wagons carried 
most of the freight and people that moved westward over the 
Allegheny Mountains from the 1770’s until about 1850.  Since 
they were in northern Virginia, Michael’s family probably 

An old pioneer wagon 
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headed north to hook up with The National Road, which ran 
from Cumberland, Maryland almost straight west to Ohio.  Our 
present day Route 40 (or Interstate 70) traverses this road.  It 
may not have been fully completed for the full length of their 
journey, in which case there were well-traveled Indian trails to 
continue on farther west.  Those who lived near the road were 
no doubt entertained by the constant parade of covered wagons 
drawn by horses or oxen.  They also watched men and women 
on horseback or foot, herds of cattle, flocks of sheep, and the 
swaying and rocking stagecoaches drawn by four or six horses.  
By the 1840s it was the busiest road in America. 

Michael’s family eventually traveled over 400 miles and 
reached Preble County, Ohio, on the eastern border with 
Indiana.  There in October Michael bought 160 acres of land 
from Henry and Mary Whitsel in Jackson Township near the 
little town of New Hope for $800.  It was just two miles south of 
the Road and six miles northwest of Eaton.  The northeast corner 

Michael’s Preble County, Ohio farm, by satellite 
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of his property was set aside for a school, and just across the 
road to the east was the Scherer cemetery.  The family settled 
down and in the winter of 1831, Joseph Henry was born.  The 
following year, Michael’s younger brother Henry back in 
Virginia, hearing that all was fine in Ohio, decided to join him.  
Henry had married Anna Maria Sackman, daughter of a 
Lutheran pastor of the Lovettsville church.  He had a religious 
bent himself, studying the Gospel, occasionally preaching, and 
naming his youngest son Martin Luther.  In spite of this pious 
background, the 1820 Virginia census shows that he had two 
slaves, a male and a female who were in their late 30s or early 
40s.  He bought land in Washington Township, less than a mile 
from Michael and just north of the Scherer cemetery.  His oldest 
son Cornelius and oldest daughter Sarah Anne both married into 
the local Scherer family and later moved on to Grandview, 
Illinois.  There is now a Hickman-Scherer Reunion every third 
Sunday in August in the neighboring town of Kansas, Illinois.  
Sarah, a younger sister of Michael and Henry, also came out to 
Preble County at about the same time Henry did.  She had 
married Adam Mink, a neighbor boy in Loudoun County, 
Virginia.  The Minks also later moved to Illinois. 

Michael and Catharina’s last child, Simon Peter, was born in 
1833.  But after little more than 7 years in Preble County, Michael 
decided to move on.  This could have been because of the so-
called “Seven Year Itch”, or perhaps the county was getting too 
crowded and newer land in Indiana beckoned.  At any rate, in 
February of 1837 Michael and Catharine sold their land to Jacob 
Wolverton for $1,600, twice what they had paid for it originally.  
Perhaps this was the real impetus for moving.  He could sell his 
land at a handsome profit and move to Indiana where land was 
cheaper.  So they went back to the National Road and headed 
west again. 

The road continued almost due west, passing through 
Indianapolis, and after 125 miles they stopped near the small 
town of Fillmore about half way between Terre Haute and 
Indianapolis.  There was a property of 80 acres for sale by David 
Doaks in Marion Township of Putnam County, and Michael 
bought it in July of 1837 for $600.  Again, he did not stray far 
from the National Road, for the property was only 3 miles to the 
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north of it.  The family settled down here, but what Michael 
really wanted was 160 acres like he had in Ohio so when an 
adjoining 80 acres came up for sale by John Willoughby, his 
neighbor to the south, he snapped it up for another $600 in 
September of 1838. 

In that same year that they arrived, just 6 miles to the west in 
the larger town of Greencastle, Depauw University was founded 
by the Methodist Episcopal church.  Did this have anything to 
do with the later-on Hickman affiliation with the Methodist 
Church instead of their historically Reformed or Lutheran ties? 

For the next 22 years Michael’s family grew and prospered.  
During this time he acquired additional properties as they 
became available and when sons Michael, Jr. and Solomon, our 
2nd great-grandfather, married, they each received land from 
their father to start out on their own.  The third son, Joseph 

Solomon Hickman married the girl next door, Louisa Evans 
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Henry, married in 1850 but died shortly after.  That left the baby 
of the family, Simon Peter, to be taken care of and therein 
unfortunately lies a tale of jealousy and greed resulting in a 
lawsuit and an appeal all the way to the Supreme Court of 
Indiana. 

The ins and outs of the misunderstanding were so 
convoluted that it is difficult to straighten it out.  But basically, in 
1859, Michael was approaching his 72nd birthday and his health 
began to fail as did that of Catharina.  He turned over his 
remaining property of 80 acres to Simon as well as all their 
personal property, apparently with the understanding that 
Simon would take care of them in their remaining years. Michael 
and Catharine lived at the home place with Simon’s family until 
his death in February of 1860.  When the other children and 
grandchildren found out about the arrangement when the estate 
was settled, they sued Simon for the total value of the farm 
including the personal property he had received, feeling that it 
should have been included in Michael’s estate at death to be 
apportioned to the heirs.  Simon said there was an agreement 
about caring for his parents, which he had carried out, while the 
other heirs felt that he had taken advantage of the old folks. 

The case went to a jury trial and they sympathized with the 
other heirs, so Simon was ordered to return everything.  
Apparently they felt that Simon had indeed taken advantage of 
the old folks, because there was some testimony stating that old 
Michael may not have been mentally competent to understand 
the import of what was being done.  There was also some 
evidence that a quarrel occurred between Simon and his father 
over who owned Michael’s horse, bringing into question the 
whole arrangement. 

Extremely disappointed, Simon appealed the decision to 
Indiana’s Supreme Court and the decision was reversed.  They 
ruled that there was a valid contract between the parties (a letter 
of intentions signed by Michael was found in a kitchen 
cupboard), and that Simon had received real estate from his 
father to make him equal with what had been done for the other 
boys.  The agreement in the cupboard was valid and proved that 
a contract existed between the parties for payment of the 
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personal property to Simon for the care of the old folks until they 
died. 

After the dust cleared, Simon seemed to indicate that he was 
willing to share some of the personal property with his sisters 
since that had been a tacit understanding between him and his 
father.  Whether he actually carried that out is unknown.  
Michael was laid to rest in Mount Carmel Cemetery, about a 
mile from his home down the country road to the west.  
Catharina was still living when the case was settled in 1862, but 
most likely died prior to 1870.  Her grave is most likely in the 
same cemetery, but only the headstone of Michael can be found. 

And what of our ancestor Solomon, was he a party to this 
unfortunate incident?  No, Solomon Jonas Hickman carried on 
the pioneer spirit.  He was by this time in Iowa. 
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Iowa! 
 

Three Evans brothers, John, William and Robert had moved 
into Marion Township in Putnam County, Indiana well before 
Michael Heckman arrived.  The county had been formed in 1822 
and shortly after that the three brothers arrived and bought 
virgin land from the government.  Robert’s land was just across 
the fields southeast of Michael, and Michael’s son Solomon and 
Robert’s daughter Louisa became acquainted, eventually 
marrying in September of 1845. 

They were both still teenagers and since their first child was 
expected toward the end of 1847, they acquired 40 acres from 
father Michael in June of that year and set up their own home 
and farm.  William Henry Hickman, our great-grandfather and 
3rd cousin of the previously mentioned Wright Brothers3, was 
born in December and a year later they obtained another 44 acres 
from Michael.  It appeared that all was well and they were 
settled down for a long stay, but in Solomon’s young life he had 
already lived in three different states and the call of the virgin 
prairie was exceedingly strong, as we shall see.    

Louisa Evans’ father Robert was born in Kentucky and his 
forebears have been traced to Virginia where the trail becomes 
obscure.  Robert’s grandfather, also named Robert, married a 
Hoge and there is an interesting story about the immigrant 
Hoge.  The Hoges from way back produced branches which 
resulted in the descendant Sir Douglas Haig of 1st World War 
fame and the American general, Alexander (“I’m in control 
here”) Haig, chief of staff for President Richard Nixon.  Our 
William Hoge of Musselburg, Scotland was the son of Sir James 
Hoge and was forced to immigrate to America in 1682 at age 22 
because of his refusal to give up Presbyterianism.  At the same 
time James Hume of Paisley, Scotland, from the same line that 
produced philosopher David Hume, and his wife had been 
imprisoned and their land seized for similar reasons of religious 

                                                        
3 William Henry’s son John Fredrick, our father, was born the same year as the 
historic first airplane flight. 
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preference, but they were released on condition they depart for 
America. 

They left on the ship Caledonia with their 12-year-old 
daughter Barbara and they met William Hoge who was on the 
same ship.  Enroute Barbara's parents died of an epidemic so 
William, 10 years her senior, became her protector and delivered 
her to an uncle, Dr. Johnson, in New York.  He continued on to 
New Jersey where he married but he and Barbara wrote to each 
other over the years.  When William’s wife died, he traveled to 
New York where he asked Barbara, now 19 years old, to marry 
him and they lived a long life, to age 89 for him, 75 for her, after 
having nine children.  To bring this into perspective, they were 
this writer’s 7th great-grandparents. 

But getting back to the three Evans brothers, it is interesting 
to follow Louisa’s Uncle John Crow Evans for just a bit since he 
was the first to break away from Indiana.  By 1836 he was in 
Illinois.  But the Iowa Territory was being opened up and settlers 
were urged to come.  John moved his family again, this time to 
Wapello County in Iowa (not to be confused with the town of 
Wapello near the Mississippi river), which was officially opened 

for settlement at midnight on April 30, 1843.  The eager settlers 
camped along the county border and, at the sound of a shotgun, 
they raced into the virgin fields, seeking out the best spot to 
stake a claim.  Within a month of this settlement, 5,000 people 
were living within Wapello's borders. 

Monroe, the bordering county to the west, lay within the Sac 
and Fox Indian Purchase by the treaties of 1837 and 1842, but not 

Wagons West to Iowa 
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until 1845 did the Indians finally surrender the land.  The 
Mormons were probably the first white settlers in this area as the 
Mormon Trail passed through just south and east of what is now 
the town of Chariton.  Iowa officially became a state in 1846 and 
Monroe was split so that its western half became Lucas County.  
By 1849, the folks back in Indiana had probably heard from John 
that to the west the Indians were gone and the government was 
selling land at $1.25 an acre.  There were books and pamphlets 
urging young families to settle the west, one example being the 
following introduction, in flowery 19th century prose,  from the 
Handbook for Immigrants by Nathan Howe Parker: 

 
To 

The Young Men of Iowa 
into whose hands will, ere long, be entrusted the destiny 

of our young state, and by whom her free soil, her 
boundless resources, and her republican 

institutions, are soon to be deve- 
loped, controlled, improved, 

and perpetuated, 
 

this book is respectfully 
 

D e d i c a t e d.D e d i c a t e d.  
  

That they prove worthy of the sacred trust, 
 never swerving from the path of duty, and that they 

 exert their prerogatives as freemen, to ad- 
vance into an ever-expanding prospe- 

rity the noble state whose helm 
they hold, is the desire 

and hope of 
 

T h e  A u t h o r. 
 

So the young family of Solomon, Louisa and 1 ½ -year-old 
William Henry along with Louisa’s parents and their other seven 
children set out for Iowa in the early spring of 1849.  They 
crossed the state of Illinois in their wagons until they reached the 
Mississippi river, “The Father of All Waters” as the Indians 
called it.  They had heard talk of a railroad bridge to be built 
across the river at Davenport but that would be later.  For now 
they had the option of taking a steamboat across or loading their 
wagons and property onto a large raft to be pulled across by 
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cable.  When they reached the other side, according to author 
Parker the Hickmans and Evans were greeted with this idyllic 
Iowa scene: 

 
In the spring of the year, when the young grass has just covered the 

ground with a carpet of delicate green, and especially if the sun is 
rising from behind a distant swell of the plain and glittering upon the 
dewdrops, no scene can be more lovely to the eye.  The groves, or 
clusters of timber, are particularly attractive at this season of the year.  
The rich undergrowth is in full bloom.  The rosewood, dogwood, crab-
apple, wild plum, the cherry, and the wild rose are all abundant, and in 
many portions of the State the grape-vine abounds.  The variety of wild 
fruit and flowering shrubs is so great, and such the profusion of the 
blossoms with which they are bowed down, that the eye is regaled 
almost to satiety. 

The gaiety of the prairie, its embellishments, and the absence of the 
gloom and savage wildness of the forest, all contribute to dispel the 
feeling of loneliness which usually creeps over the mind of the solitary 
traveller in the wilderness.  Though he may not see a house or a human 
being, and is conscious that he is far from the habitations of men, the 
traveller upon the prairie can scarcely divest himself of the idea that he 
is travelling through scenes embellished by the hand of art.  The 
flowers, so fragile, so delicate, and so ornamental, seem to have been 
tastefully disposed to adorn the scene. 

They still had a hundred miles to go to even reach John’s 
place in Wapello County.  Covered wagons without number 
streamed across the prairie from the east.  After stopping at Johns 
where they stayed a short while, they were eager to push on to 
the west in order to find some good land.  The further west they 
went, the fewer cabins and farms they saw.  They stopped at a 
point on the north side of the Chariton river running northwest 
to southeast, where on 24 June 1849 Solomon paid the 
government $200 for 160 acres in Louisa County.  Louisa’s father 
Robert did the same for Monroe County land that was just on the 
other side of the county border.  Today, part of his former 
property is submerged in the form of Lake Rathbun.  Some years 
ago the Chariton River was dammed up for flood control and to 
create a recreation area, resulting in a large lake that puts part of 
his former property under water.  Seen today, the property is no 
longer farmed and appears as though it never was.  Wildlife such 
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as turkeys and other small animals can be found in the adjoining 
woods.  It is in a beautiful lakefront location with a gorgeous 
view. 

Solomon’s land purchase was the 206th in the county, so on 
average each family had two square miles to themselves.  
According to the federal census for the following year, there 
were 192,214 Iowans in the entire state.  The first order of 
business was to build a small cabin out of logs.  Then he had to 
find someone to hire that had a prairie plow to “break prairie”.  
These were the same as regular plows but much larger and they 
took five yoke of oxen to pull against the strong, wild prairie 
grass roots, which were much stronger than the “tame” kind.  
The first few years of frontier life were very hard.  The difficulties 
were that helpers were hard to find, towns, markets and supplies 
were few and far between, and there was always the threat of 
sickness at the change of seasons.  Lucas County didn’t even 
have a Court House until the year after they arrived.  It was built 
of oak logs in Chariton, the county seat about 13 miles to the 
northwest, and was one and one-half stories high with windows 

Solomon’s Lucas County land on Lake Rathbun 
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and a door in the front and outside stairs leading to the second 
floor.  

The family survived that first year and in the following year 
the 1850 census taker for District 13 showed Solomon, Louisa and 
William living on their farm in Lucas County.  In 1851, Louisa’s 
Uncle William Evans arrived from Indiana and purchased land 
across the way from brother Robert.  They all eked out a living 
for two more years, but when Louisa became pregnant in 1852 
she began to think about going back to Indiana to have the child.  
It had been five years since William Henry was born, which 
suggests that perhaps she bore a frontier child that did not 
survive.  George Washington Hickman was born in October of 
1852.  All of the census records but one indicate he was born in 
Indiana, the lone exception being a reference to Iowa.  The sheer 
weight of that evidence seems to indicate that he was indeed 
born back in Indiana.  After all, a parent wouldn’t forget the 
adventure involved in travelling back across two states to bear a 
child.  The railroad didn’t arrive ‘til the 1860s and even the 
Western Stage Coach Co. didn’t come through the county ‘til the 
following year.  She would have had to take a wagon back or to 
the next county to catch the stage coach4.    Why didn’t she just 
stay home because, after all, her mother lived just across the 
fields?  Perhaps she did lose a child the time before and maybe 
her mother went with her back to Indiana to be closer to the 
safety of civilized amenities for the birth.   

 
Family of Solomon Jonas Hickman 

Solomon Jonas Hickman born 23 June 1826 in Loudoun Co., VA, died 
26 May 1892 in Clay Co., IA, married 11 September 1845 in Putnam 
Co., IN to Louisa Evans born 17 May 1827 in Washington Co., IN 
Children: 
1. William Henry Hickman born 11 Dec 1847 in Putnam Co., IN, died 

27 May 1882 in Clay Co., IA, married 8 Aug 1869 in Linn Co., IA to 
Samantha Servison born 22 Jun 1848 in Tuscarawas Co., OH, died 12 
Jun 1889 in Linngrove, Buena Vista Co., IA 

2. George Washington Hickman born 11 Oct 1852 in Indiana, died 11 
Jun 1916 in Grand Junction, CO, married in 1874 in Benton Co., IA 

                                                        
4 The stagecoach could cover about 20 miles a day.  It took three days for the 
first stagecoach to travel the 60 miles from Oskaloosa to Des Moines on July 1, 
1849. 



 
 
 

The History of the Hickman Family of Northwest Cedar Rapids, Iowa 

 64

to Phena Semantha Reeves born 25 Jan 1855 in Washington Co., IA, 
died 18 Jul 1884 in Clay Co., IA. 

 married about 1889 to Jennie Rebecca Adair born 1869 in Clay Co., 
IA, died in 1954 in Grand Junction, CO 

3. James Hickman born about 1855 in Iowa, died before 1870 in Iowa 
4. Sarah C. Hickman born about 1858 in Missouri, died before 1860 
5. John M. Hickman born April 1860 in Knox Co., MO 
 married Lizzie _____ born December 1864 in Illinois 
6. Sarah Ellen Hickman born 25 Apr 1865 in Linn Co., IA, died 5 Aug 

1942 in Grand Junction, CO, married 24 Aug 1884 in Clay Co., IA to 
Lewis Alvin Hunnel born 22 Feb 1854 in Iroquois Co., IL, died 6 Jan 
1942 in Grand Junction, CO 

 
In 1853 Louisa’s uncle John C. Evans came on over from 

Wapello County and settled near brothers William and Robert.  It 
was about that same time when a lumber mill was established in 
the county and lumber was freighted into their area by teams of 
horse or oxen.  Frame houses began to appear among the log 
cabins.  It was claimed some years ago that there were several of 
these houses, hand framed of oak and walnut still being lived in 
for more than a century, still plumb and solid.  So there were 
gradual improvements on the frontier but the going was still 
rough.  1854 was not a good year and in order to raise some cash 
he mortgaged his property to one Peter Gittinger to secure 
payment of $40 in 12 months from 7 Aug 1854 with interest at 
10%.  He met those terms and in September of 1855 he satisfied 
the mortgage.  That was the year that son James was born. 

In May of 1858 the value of Solomon’s property had soared to 
six times what he paid for it.  Martha Ann Woodruff made an 
offer he couldn’t refuse and so he sold it to her for $1200 and 
moved his family about four miles away to the south side of the 
Chariton river near Milledgeville in Appanoose county.  Three 
months later he met one Benjamin Baldwin of that county who 
had 40 acres down in Knox County, Missouri that were available 
for a reasonable price.  So in August of 1858 he paid Baldwin 
$225 and moved the family down there, a trip of some 65 miles to 
the southeast.  Their stay was short but they did manage to have 
two children while there, Sarah C. and John M. about two years 
apart.  Sarah C. died in early 1860 and perhaps losing their only 
daughter (at that time) was part of the reason they wanted to 
leave.  In February Solomon sold the property to one Ira S. 
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Kingsley for $400 and the family returned to Appanoose County, 
Iowa. 

In April of the following year, the first shots of the Civil War 
were fired at Fort  Sumter, South Carolina.  The telegraph didn’t 
arrive in that part of Iowa ‘til the following year, but there was 
probably quite a buzz when the news finally arrived.  The  
Atlantic Coast was a long ways away but of course the war was 
destined to have a profound effect on the entire nation.  In June, 
Solomon heard that another Knox County, Missouri family 
wanted to sell some land they owned in Linn County, Iowa.  
Linn County, 105 miles to the northeast, was a booming place at 
about that time and the prospect looked appealing.   So Solomon 
bought 80 acres of land in Marion Township from John and Mary 
Vansickel.  This was about five miles north of Marion, about half 
way to what is now the town of Alburnett.  Toddville now lies to 
the west at about the same distance. 

Solomon’s 80 acre farm north of Marion 
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He may not have moved his family there right away, though, 
because his name appears on the Monroe County Militia Roll of 
1863 as S. J. Hickman, age 36, farmer, Jackson Township.  Why 
his name appears on that county’s roll can only be guessed at, 
but Jackson Township is only a couple of miles north of 
Milledgeville and is where Louisa’s father and brothers lived.  In 
fact, her brother James appears on the same page as Solomon.  In 
any event, we know they were in Linn County by the spring of 
1863 because Solomon “of Linn County” bought another 10 acres 
there.  In October he bought another 15 acres jointly with his 
brother-in-law James.  These two properties were a couple of 
miles east of the current day Bever Park in Cedar Rapids.  As far 
as we know, James was the only Evans who moved to Linn 
County.  The others stayed in Monroe County, thrived and 
multiplied, and were buried in the Evans Cemetery close by the 
Evans and Hickman properties. 

In the fall of 1864, James Evans and wife Sarah sold their 
interest in the 15 acres to Solomon so that now he owned the 80, 
the 10, and the 15 acres in Linn County.  He wasn’t through.  In 
April of 1867 he bought a small 8 acre plot near Toddville.   He 
was probably buying these on a speculative basis, banking on the 
values increasing as the economies of Cedar Rapids and the 
surrounding areas continued to thrive.  But he did have four sons 
at that time and perhaps he was making plans to set them up 
with their own properties in the future.   

Daughter Sarah Ellen was born in 1865, her name apparently 
in remembrance of the first Sarah.  The Civil War ground to a 
close after claiming the lives of 12,500 Iowans out of the 70,000 
who served, and in 1868 Iowa became the first state in the nation 
to grant African-Americans the right to vote.  

By 1869, Solomon had sold off most of his Linn County 
properties at a net profit of about $1,755.  The profit was due to 
what he gained from the 80 acres, since he lost money on the 
smaller holdings.  The 1870 census shows his family living in 
Linn County in Fayette Township on the 8 acre plot.  It’s 
interesting to note that his entry is written as Sol J. Heckman, 
probably the last remaining evidence (assuming it wasn’t an 
innocent error by the census taker) of our German heritage, 
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reflecting the spelling as it appeared in the church book back in 
Virginia over 40 years before. 

Son James had died some time before 1870, leaving just three 
surviving sons, William Henry, George Washington, and John M. 
along with daughter Sarah.  These four are shown in the 1870 
census, but William Henry had married Samantha Servison the 
summer before.  Apparently they stayed with their parents for a 
year and then moved into their own home because they are also 
shown in the 1870 census taken 18 July with their first child 
George at four months of age. 

Why Solomon kept on the move is a mystery, except that in 
order to realize the handsome profits available due to rising 
property values, he had to sell out so apparently he figured that 
he might as well move to a new place while he was at it.  The 
next move was across the county line to the west into Benton 
County. Sons William and George moved their families there, 
too.  We know this because in June of 1871 he sold apparently the 
last of his Linn County properties and indicated in the deed that 
he was from Benton County.  Research in Benton does not reveal 
any land transactions for him or the two sons, but we know they 
were there because of the following events, all of which occurred 
there: 

• William Henry’s second child Lydia born in  November 
of 1872. 

• William Henry’s third child William Alpheus born in 
September of 1873. 

• George Washington married Phena Samantha Reeves in 
1874. 

• William Henry’s fourth child Marilda born in July of 
1875. 

• George Washington’s first child Fred born in 1875. 
The Hickman “caravan” then moved on to Herdland 

Township in Clay County, Iowa, 170 miles to the northwest, 
sometime between 1875 to 1878.  There is nothing to show that it 
was actually prior to 1878, but the forerunner of the move up 
there might have been one John H. Heckman.  On 13 December 
1876 a John H. Heckman was granted under the Homestead Act 
a patent to 80 acres of land situated in Clay County 15 miles west 
of where Solomon eventually settled.  If we roll back the clock to 
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1853 in Putnam County, Indiana, we note that Solomon’s 
nephew by way of brother John Henry Hickman was born so that 
he would be 23 years old at the time of this Clay County event.  
This is just speculation but if he were that nephew he might have 
told Solomon and his cousins about the virtues of living in Clay 
County in the 1870s.  He may have told them not to worry about 
Indians just because General George Custer and his troops had 
been massacred by Sioux chief Sitting Bull in the Battle of Little 
Bighorn in June of that year.  After all, that was some some 600 
miles west and the Indians had been chased out of Iowa long 
ago.  But whatever the impetus was, all three of the families were 
soon settled there with properties practically adjacent to each 
other – Solomon, William and George, with John M. soon joining 
them with his own property after he married there. 

They all appear in the 1880 census but the first land deeds 
found were for William Henry who bought 80 acres from D. C. 
Thomas for $440 in April of 1879, the year Edison invented the 

The Hickman farms in Clay County, Iowa 
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light bulb, and Solomon bought 160 acres from O. E. Palmer for 
$1,040 in January of 1882. 

It looked as though they were finally settled down but 
unfortunately a tragedy struck, throwing things into turmoil.  In 
the spring of 1882 William Henry and Samantha were awaiting 
the birth of their 6th child due in July.  At that time, settlers often 
made their own remedies to treat diseases like malaria, smallpox, 
typhoid fever, scarlet fever, pneumonia, and cholera.  Since 
specific causes for disease were not a part of medical theory, 
neither were specific remedies.  We don’t know what struck 
down William Henry Hickman at age 35, but he died in May of 
1882 less than two months prior to the birth of their son Henry, 
no doubt named in memory of his father.  William Henry himself 
had probably been named after William Henry Harrison, the 9th 
American President who defeated the Indians at Tippecanoe.  
Cedar Rapids, Iowa built a grade school named in honor of the 
President just a few short years after our William Henry 
Hickman died.  In years to come three of his great-grandchildren 
would attend that school. 

Samantha was now a widow with six children, and there is 
some evidence to indicate she may have returned to Linn 
County.  We don’t know when her mother died; she may have 
been there still.  In the summer following, Samantha disposed of 
the 80 acre farm in Clay County and in the winter, while in Linn, 
signed a deed for a smaller farm of 40 acres in Clay.  When the 
family returned to Clay, her two oldest boys, George Elmer and 
William Alpheus, were ages 13 and 10, respectively, a bit young 
to help out on the farm but no doubt they probably did.  But in 
the 1885 state census, the two boys are shown living with their 
grandparents Solomon and Louisa.  In 1884 another tragedy 
sturck.  Phena, wife of William Henry’s brother George W., died.  
Such was life, and death, in the 19th century. 

In the spring of 1887, our great-grandmother Samantha 
married widower W. H. Pelley and a year and a half later bore 
him a daughter, Effie Ela.  Less than six months later she was 
dead at age 40, cause unknown.  She was buried in Linn Grove 
Cemetery on the other side of the line with Buena Vista County 
but a marked grave could not be found. 
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Family of William Henry Hickman 
William Henry Hickman born 11 Dec 1847 in Putnam Co., Indiana, 
died 27 May 1882 in Clay Co., Iowa, married on 8 Aug 1869 to 
Samantha Servison born 22 Jun 1848 in Tuscarawas Co., Ohio, died 12 
Jun 1889 in Linn Grove, Buena Vista Co, IA 
Children: 
1. George Elmer Hickman born 21 Jun 1870 in Linn Co., IA  
2. Lydia Allas Hickman, born 27 Nov 1872 in Benton, Co., IA 
3. William Alpheus Hickman born 8 Sep 1873 in Benton Co., IA, died 

26 Feb 1954 in Cedar Rapids, IA, married 7 Dec 1900 in Toddville, 
IA to Alice May Garretson born 11 Apr 1877 in Linn Co., IA, died 21 
Feb 1937 in Cedar Rapids, IA 

4. Marilda May Hickman born 24 Jul 1875 in Benton Co., IA, died in 
Pasadena, CA, married ____ Thompson  

5. Luetta Hickman born 25 Nov 1879 in Clay Co., IA  
6. Henry L. Hickman born 20 Jul 1882 in Clay Co., IA  

 
In 1889 George W. married his second wife Jennie, and in the 

spring of 1892 Solomon, the weary traveler, patriarch of the Iowa 
Hickmans, died a month short of his 66th birthday.  He was laid 
to rest in Burr Oak Cemetery,  high on a hill surrounded with oak 
trees overlooking a beautiful valley.  The 1895 Iowa state census 
shows Louisa living alone, keeping house, religion: Methodist 
Episcopal.  She died in 1901.  The inscription on their combined 
stone reads: 

 
Not lost blest thought 

But gone before. 
Where we shall meet 

To part no more. 
 
In about 1905, George W., his 

wife, his sister Sarah and her 
husband Louis Alvin Hunnel sold 
their farms and headed off for 
Colorado.  Brother John M. may 
have left Clay County at about the 
same time.  But what of our 
grandfather, William Alpheus 
Hickman, second son of William 
Henry, who was born the year the 

Solomon and Louisa’s gravestone 
in Clay County, Iowa 
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James brothers, Jesse and Frank, carried out the first train 
robbery near Adair, Iowa?  He had left before the turn of the 
century, the destination: a return to Linn County. 
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Cedar Rapids 
 

Alpheus Williams, 1810-1878, was an important Civil War 
general, sometimes referred to as the most unsung hero of the 
war.  He fought at Antietam and other battlefields.  Was our 
grandfather named after him?  Perhaps.  We don’t know exactly 
when William Alpheus Hickman arrived back in Linn County 
and why he returned there.  He was less than six years old when 
they originally left.  Family lore has it that he didn’t get along 
with a stepmother.  It’s possible this could have referred to his 
stepfather, Mister Pelley, after his mother died or even to a third 
wife of Mister Pelley since he was still relatively young and may 
have remarried again.   

Plenty of events in Clay County had taken place in his young 
life:  from the age of 8 to about 19 he went through his father’s 
death, his mother’s move to a different home, his own moving in 
with his grandfather, his mother’s remarriage, a stepfather, 

Cedar Rapids, Iowa in 1868 
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possibly a stepmother and then his grandfather’s death.  If he 
was looking for stability, Linn County was his mother’s home.  
She had lived there for almost 30 years, having arrived shortly 
after her birth.   

He was probably in Linn County by 1895, farming near 
Toddville.  Toward the end of the century he met a widow 
named Alice May Garretson Gustaffson who had a young child 
named Otto.  They were married in Toddville in December of 
1900 and soon after moved into town, the thriving metropolis of 
Cedar Rapids.  They lived there for the rest of their lives, and 
during the last 22 years, at least, they resided at their home on 8th 
street in the northwest part of town. 

While there are many, many families that have experienced 
the syndrome of non-communication, surely our family has set 
the record for being close-mouthed.  For example, none of us 
now really know exactly what he did for the majority of his life.  
If he only farmed for a few 
years prior to his marriage, he 
must have had a phenomenal 
memory because I can 
remember him reeling off name 
after name of the families who 
lived on the farms we passed 
on the country roads one day in 
the 1940s.  In 1938 when he was 
65, the City Directory shows a 
listing for him as a bottling 
machine operator at the 
Lagomarcino Company in 
Cedar Rapids.  His grandson 
Robert seems to remember that 
he did work for that company 
for many years.  We do know 
that after his retirement he was 
an elevator operator at the 
county courthouse in the late 
40s and 50s.   

Will, as he was known, liked to ride his bike to his courthouse 
job along with his friend and neighbor, Earl Tubbs.  He was also 

Grandpa Hickman 
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a fairly devout man, member of the old St. James Methodist 
Church before it was replaced by the new one across Ellis 
Boulevard and turned into a YMCA or community building.  He 
could be seen there most any Sunday, greeting people as an 
usher, a friendly smile on his face.  If someone found out you 
were Will’s grandchild, they would always comment on what a 
nice man he was.  The meals at Grandpa’s house were always 
started with a long prayer by Grandpa.  He didn’t use a bible or 
notes but simply went on and on, his voice starting strong but 
becoming more and more muffled as he slowly but surely 
ground to a conclusion.  We three hungry kids always had 
trouble suppressing a giggle or an irreverant roll of the eyes as 
we waited not so patiently to dig in while Grandpa droned on. 

Grandpa loved girls.  When we three kids went to his house, 
he paid little or no attention to my brother and me and Betty was 
like a little queen.  Not so little since she was the oldest, but you 
get the idea.  I vaguely remember that if Bob or I got the least bit 
out of line, we were put right in mighty quick order.  Grandpa 
lived over 80 years.  As I close my eyes the image comes to mind 
of big blue eyes and a full head of white hair. 

Grandma Hickman is only a vague picture in my mind.  I was 
the youngest of three children and she died when I was four 
years old.  Therefore I have few memories of her but I seem to 
remember that she was rather stern.  From pictures I know that 
she was thin and I know her health in later years wasn’t good, 
something called heart trouble.  She died short of her 60th 
birthday.  They tell me that she used to call me Little Fegley 
because I resembled my mother’s side of the family.  Her 
granddaughter Betty said that Grandma made good peach pie 
and always gave the kids marshmallow cream by the spoon 
when they would come over.  She also spiced her peaches and 
canned them.  

From visits to her house two things come to mind.  There was 
always this picture on the wall in the dining room of an Indian 
with a spear slumping forward on his horse with his head down, 
the whole scene situated on a mountain overlooking a valley.  I 
never quite understood what was wrong with the Indian that he 
should sit slumped that way.  I think it was a well-known picture 
that was popular in that era but I don’t know what it was called.  
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And finally, there was the closet in one of the rooms that you 
could go into, duck under the coats and come out the other side 
in a completely different room.  It was magical, but in those 
young years many things were. 

 
Family of William Alpheus Hickman 

William Alpheus Hickman born 8 Sep 1873 in Benton Co, IA, died 26 
Feb 1954 in Cedar Rapids, IA, married on 7 Dec 1900 in Toddville, IA 
to Alice May Garretson born 11 Apr 1877 in Linn County, IA, died 21 
Feb 1937 in Cedar Rapids, IA. 
married after 1946 to Cecelia Robinson born 1890, died 1970 in Iowa 
Children: 
1. John Fredrick Hickman born 15 Nov 1903 in Linn County, IA, died 2 

Jun 1968 in Phoenix, AZ, married 19 Jun 1924 in Cedar Rapids, IA to 
Amber Lucile Fegley born 8 Oct 1901 in Cedar Rapids, IA, died 17 
Jan 1964 in Cedar Rapids, IA 

2. Ruby Mildred Hickman born 28 Feb 1906 in Linn County, IA, died 
Jun 1993 in Phoenix, AZ. 

 
William Alpheus was buried at Silver Creek Cemetery in 
Delaware County, Iowa, just north of Linn County. 

Paul and Grandma Hickman 
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Mother And Dad 
 

John Fredrick Hickman was the first child and only son of 
William Alpheus and Alice May.  Of course he had a half-
brother, Otto Ray Gustaffson, who was more than 8 ½ years his 
senior.  The third child was Ruby Mildred, and therein lies a 
special story in itself. 

Ruby was struck with polio, called infantile paralysis in those 
days, at an early age and was crippled for the rest of her life.  But 

she could get around with the 
aid of braces and crutches and 
was determined to live her 
life to the fullest extent 
possible.  She was an avid 
reader and not only 
completed high school but 
also earned a Bachelor’s 
degree from Coe College and 
continued her studies at the 
University of Iowa where she 
obtained a Doctor’s degree.  
Her Doctor’s degree thesis 
resulted in a book called 
“Ghostly Etiquette on the 
Classical Stage.”  She worked 
for a while at the Linn County 
Abstract office, but soon 
moved to Chicago where she 
became an editor of foreign 

language books for Scott Foresman & Co.  She traveled 
extensively in her younger years, to Europe and the American 
West.  Ruby was very well liked wherever she went and always 
had a nice smile on her face.  She was one of a kind. 

John Fredrick was known as Fred, bringing to mind the old 
naming practices of long ago.  He was about 5’ 10” tall and had 
dark hair, which he combed straight back as was popular in 
those years.  Iowa passed a law in 1902 requiring all children 
between ages of 7 and 16 to attend school.  Fred decided that was 

Ruby Mildred Hickman, PhD. 
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all he personally needed, and after he completed the 10th grade at 
Grant High School, he decided to quit, get a job, and make some 
money.  This was just after the end of the First World War, the 
Roaring Twenties were about to begin, the Prohibition 
Amendment and Women’s Suffrage were soon passed, and the 
first air mail flight landed in Iowa.  It was not a time for a young 
man to stay in school, unless of course he was a child of the 
privileged few, expected to attend the University and become a 
mover and shaker in the soon booming economy.  He was hired 
by the Sinclair Meat Packing Company, later to become Wilson & 
Co. where he worked until his retirement to Phoenix, Arizona. 

Working meant earning some money in order to buy some of 
the newer things that were coming out.  Shortly after he had the 
job, in a letter to his “little sister” Ruby, he told her of a new 

Lucile and Fred 
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radio he heard about which was “real fine.”  He wondered if she 
would join him in investing a few dollars to buy this electronic 
wonder and knowing her she probably complied.  Lucile Fegley 
also attended Grant High School and lived on 6th street in the 
same part of town and attended the same church, St. James.  She 
was a little older than Fred and it’s no coincidence that she was 
graduating at about the time he was quitting.  They began to see 
a lot of each other, playing tennis and going to the parks.  It was 
at one such outing that Lucile fell in the water and Fred had to 
rescue her, saving her life.  The story was on the front page of the 
local paper.  Lucile remained deathly afraid of water and 
swimming for the rest of her life. 

It wasn’t until 1924 that they were married, and in 1926 they 
purchased a bungalow on the 11th street hill in northwest Cedar 
Rapids.  Betty was born in 1928 and the Stock Market crashed the 
following year.  The country was soon in the depths of The Great 
Depression, when thousands of people were out of a job, stood in 
breadlines, some committing suicide in the face of being 
penniless.  Fred’s employer kept him on, resulting in his loyalty 
to them for the rest of his career.  Despite the Depression, Bob 
was born in 1930 and this writer, Don, in 1932.  This last was the 
absolute bottom point of the Depression itself, although some 
historians have felt that the Depression was never really routed 
until the great economic mobilization for World War II. 

The family home was a very small “garlow”, which I 
personally maintain meant a combination of garage and 
bungalow.  I felt that I remembered something about it being first 
useful as a bungalow and then when a full house could be built it 
could serve as a garage.  Betty scoffs at this as being nonsense 
and perhaps she is right.  In any event, due to the Depression 
there was no expanding and we lived in the “cozy” bungalow for 
many, many years.  The saving grace was that it was situated on 
a good-sized lot where mother had a huge garden and several 
fruit trees as well as a chicken house and pen. 

Dad was a loyal, hard working man.  He was a clerk in the 
Plant Accounting Department and years later when I worked 
there in the summer I learned that he was held in great respect 
by everyone I met.  He was a very early riser and arrived at work 
before 7:00 AM.  He would then return home in late afternoon, 
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matching the 7 to 3 labor shift.  He was not an openly religious 
man and seldom, if ever, attended church.  However, late in life 
he did invest in a rather deluxe Bible with passage cross-
references in red ink.  He did participate in some school sports 
before he left.  He confided in me once that he had been a fast 
sprinter, his forte.  During the war effort and the gas rationing, 

Fred and Lucile 
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he rode his bike to work and back with no complaints.  We lived 
on a hill and there were no bicycle gears in those days so he had 
to push his bike half way up the hill to get home. 

He did like cars and loved to travel.  He came home one day 
with a used Hupmobile and was so proud of the fact that it had 
such a great engine that you could slow it down to a few miles 
per hour in third gear, step on it, and it would pick right up 
without a gear change it was so efficient.  On the other hand 
what I remember is that there was always trouble with the fuel 
pump and Dad would have to open the hood, detach a little tube, 
suck on it like a straw until the fuel came pouring out and then 
all was well.  The tricky part was guessing exactly when the gas 
was going to rush into your mouth.  A little inattention and you 
got a free gasoline tonic.  That was when there were running 
boards.  In the 40s he picked up a Willys-Overland 4 cylinder 
whose color was “sea foam green”.  The family took the car on a 
long trip all over the West, but after it piled up the miles it began 
to crumble.  He bought a blue ’49 Pontiac Silver Streak and that 
was the ultimate for him and was, as a matter of fact, a beautiful 
car with a very streamlined look to it.  It was my senior year of 
high school and I pretty much took over the Willys until it 
practically fell apart. 

Dad always had a thing about the American West.  He had 
explored the possibility of moving to Los Angeles to work at the 
Wilson branch out there, but for whatever reason it never 
happened.  He went out there on the train alone one year, and 
much later he and I drove out in the Willys.  He finally got his 
wish after he retired.  After Mother died he moved to Phoenix for 
his last years.  He was a heavy smoker and it began to take its 
toll.  He would smoke Pall Malls, Marlboros and pipes, but his 
trademark was rolling his own using Prince Albert tobacco or 
later Half and Half.  I believe these were strong tobaccos 
intended primarily for pipes, but in any event he did eventually 
succumb to emphysema in his 65th year. 

Lucile was a complex person.  She could be very loving but 
very temperamental.  She read the newspaper from cover to 
cover and was always warning us about something and how to 
avoid trouble.  Her favorite lead-in was something like:  “There 
was a little boy once who ….. “ and broke a leg or otherwise got 
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into trouble.  She had varying talents.  She could play the piano if 
she wanted to.  It was something to see when she did.  She had 
rhythym to burn and her whole body would practically bounce 
on the piano bench, while her notoriously stubby little fingers 
would pound away as she hammered out a polka or two.  She 
was also a blazingly fast typist and used that skill early on when 
she worked at the Electric Light Company.  During the war in the 
40s, as many women did she worked on an electronic parts 
assembly line at Collins Radio, replete with metal lunch box and 
all. 

But her passion was gardening.  She had a huge garden with 
every conceivable vegetable and even most fruits plus flowers.  
The skill she had with plants of all kinds was phenomenal.  I 
recall someone coming to our house and upon seeing the scads of 
African Violets in the windows exclaimed that she had never 
seen anything like it in her life.  Even one African Violet plant 
apparently takes a lot of effort to nurture and here was a 
houseful!  But her skill was never passed on because she couldn’t 
stand anyone else being in her beloved garden.  When we kids 
would come out to see what she was doing or whatever, she 
would always warn us to be careful where we walked and never 
really relaxed until we got the H--- out of there.  She grew sweet 
peas (flowers) on a large fence and a restaurant in town would 
buy as many of them as she could supply.   

She was not a religious woman and didn’t attend church any 
more often than Dad.  Nor was she a socialite, sticking pretty 
much to herself and her working and her hobbies.  In later years 
she worked in a restaurant kitchen, and since she never drove a 
car and didn’t want to, she walked over a mile to the restaurant  
and back.  She and Fred hardly ever went to a doctor.  She 
probably had high blood pressure and died of a massive stroke 
in her 63rd year.  She had taken some cough medicine, and the 
ironic thing is that the label warned against taking it for people 
with hypertension.  Ironic, that is, because she was always the 
one to warn others about watching out for such things since she 
had read in the paper that ……….. 

Fred and Lucile were buried at the Cedar Memorial Cemetery 
on 1st Avenue East in Cedar Rapids. 
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Having recounted the story of our Hickmans, we must now 
turn to the storys of the other great-grandparents, who were 
equal and necessary contributors to the larger tale. 

 
 

The breezy call of incense-breathing morn, 
The swallow twittering from the straw-built shed, 

The cock's shrill clarion, or the echoing horn, 
No more shall rouse them from their lowly bed. 
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2. The Servisons 
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The Servisons 
 

The ancient tribes that settled in Finland are thought to have 
probably come from central Russia.  It is not a Scandinavian 
country even though it shares northern borders with Norway 
and Sweden.  In the 16th century Finland was not an independent 
country either, but instead owed its allegiance to the Crown of 
Sweden.  The Finnish peasants found life difficult in their land 
and were eager to leave to find a better life elsewhere.  Prince 
Carl of Sweden encouraged them to migrate to Sweden, even 
giving them land and special favors when he soon became King.  
He and other Swedish nobles needed manpower and wanted the 
Finns to settle the vast uninhabited forest lands in the central part 
of Sweden.  In this way the nobles would increase the population 
of their country and line their pockets with the wealth obtained 
from taxes on the additional subjects. 

For a while, everything worked out fine because the Finns 
proved to be hard workers, clearing and cultivating the land.  
They retained their own language and in the larger settlements 
built their own churches.  There were about 13,000 of them when 
the Swedish peasants became envious of their success and began 
to express their dislike for the foreigners.  There were 
grumblings that the Finns were clear-cutting or burning the 
forests in a destructive way.  The Finns claimed that they were 
encouraged to come to that area and there was no other way to 
be able to cultivate the land and survive.  But they fell in such 
disfavor that the locals and even the government became 
disenchanted with them.  There was practically a regular war 
going on with the result that a lot of Finns were attacked, beaten, 
and in many cases massacred. 

Sweden at that time was planning a New World colony on the 
Delaware River and since colonists were needed they felt that 
one way to solve the ethnic Finn problem would be to encourage 
them to go to America or else force them to go if they refused.  
The colony, called New Sweden, was established on the west 
bank of the Delaware River in 1638 as the result of a voyage 
headed up by Peter Minuit.  Minuit was Dutch and had 
previously helped establish the Dutch colony of New 
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Amsterdam.  However, there were some disagreements so he 
left that colony and, looking for employment, encouraged the 
Swedes to go ahead with their plans and he would help.  The 
first voyage was financed jointly by Dutch and Swedish 
interests, but the ship crew were all Dutch.  Subsequent voyages 
increasingly included Finns as planned.  There were 
disagreements and ruffling of feathers between the Dutch and 
the Swedes in the Colonies, but ships to New Sweden continued 
to make the Atlantic crossing. 

In October of 1655 about 200 Finns from the province of 
Värmland in Sweden arrived in Gothenburg.  They desparately 
wanted to leave the environment of persecution and had sold 
their properties at any price to make the long journey to the port 
city in hopes of going to America.  The ship Mercurius was due 
to sail but was rather small, and since the last voyage on a 
crowded ship resulted in a disastrous epidemic, it was decided 
that only 96 of them could go.  Only the most suitable were 
selected.  A young servant named Marcus Sigfridsson, our 7th 
great-grandfather, was lucky enough to be included.  Although 
he didn’t speak the Swedish language he, like almost all of the 
ethnic Finns, had a last name following the patronimic pattern of 
adding “son”to the end of his father’s given name.  In normal 
circumstances, Finnish names are of an entirely different 
construction.  The Sigfridsson name was mangled badly over the 

Marcus Sigfridsson’s voyage in 1655 



 
 
 

The History of the Hickman Family of Northwest Cedar Rapids, Iowa 

 86

years, becoming Severson for a time and then eventually 
evolving into the Servison spelling.  That helped somewhat for 
research purposes because Servison is very uncommon while 
Seversons, generally Norwegian, are plentiful.  The voyage was 
held up until the winds were favorable, and finally on 
November 25 the Mercurius headed for America. 

The colony of New Sweden in America was centered in Fort 
Christina (now Wilmington) on the west side of the Delaware 
River.  But the Swedes began to expand their territory and 
gained control on both sides of the river and to the north of the 
fort.  The Dutch had settled a small area to the south centered in 
a fort called Casimir (now New Castle).  The Dutch and Swedes 
coexisted peacefully for some time but conflict was inevitable.  
In 1654 the Swedes wanted to remove the Dutch and confronted 
them at Fort Casimir.  They caught the Dutch at a time when 
they had no gunpowder and the Fort fell without a shot being 
fired and was promptly renamed Fort Trinity.  Dutch Governor 
Peter Stuyvesant of New Amsterdam was furious and the 
following year sailed to Fort Trinity with a large force that so 
greatly outnumbered the Swedes that they surrendered within 
two weeks.   

These Swedish-Dutch conflicts are all the more interesting to 
us because we were represented not only by Marcus Sigfridsson 
(Servison) on the Swedish side but also by our Dutch ancestor 
John Garretson who arrived in this area the year following 
Marcus (see the Garretson chapter).  It would be almost 250 
years before a more amicable meeting of the two sides would 
take place by way of a son of a Servison (William Alpheus 
Hickman of Samantha) meeting up with a Garretson daughter 
(Alice May) and eventually marrying.  An interesting sidelight to 
this connection:  Samantha Servison had a twin sister; so did 
Alice May Garretson.   

So the colony of New Sweden was finished, but Stuyvesant 
was fairly lenient and allowed those colonists the choice of a 
court to be governed by and they were free to continue with 
their own religion, militia and land holdings.  Of course Marcus 
Sigfridsson and the folks heading for the Delaware were 
unaware of all this squabbling when they arrived on 14 March 
1656 to find their destination in control of the Dutch.  Stuyvesant 
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offered a solution in which he would not to bother any Swedes 
and Finns who would agree to live north of the Christina River.  
But in Baltimore (now Cecil) County, Maryland, the province 
was giving 50 acres of land to each new settler to encourage 
development there.  Marcus liked that idea and was granted 50 
acres by Maryland on 14 July 1658.  His tract of land on the north 
side of the Sassafras River called “Marksfield” contained 100 
acres, probably indicating an additional 50 acres was obtained 
on behalf of his wife, Anna Jacobson, whom he married shortly 
after he arrived. 

Augustine Herrman was a Bohemian cartographer from 
Prague who had emigrated to the Netherlands, studied there, 
and gone on to become a prosperous import merchant in New 
Amsterdam where he sold everything the colonists there 
needed. He also had become a diplomat for the governor, Peter 
Stuyvesant, who sent him on missions up and down the east 
coast and even as far south as the Dutch West Indies.  On one of 
these missions he was sent to Maryland to discuss the 
boundaries of the colony with Lord Baltimore.  In the course of 
this discussion, he demonstrated his mapmaking skills and 
offered to draw a detailed map of the entire Maryland colony in 
exchange for a grant of land.  Lord Baltimore was so impressed 
that he agreed to this arrangement and Herrman named his land 
Bohemian Manor.  Over the years continued agreements 
between the two resulted in Herrman becoming the largest 
landholder in the colonies at that time.  Herrman was also the 
first person to recommend building a canal to link Chesapeake 
Bay with the Delaware River. 

On that same first mission in 1660, Herrman found out that 
Marcus was not a man to be trifled with.  He wrote in his 
journal: 

 
“After we had pushed off from shore on the Sassafras River, 

Abraham Eskelsson with another man called Marcus the Finn came 
along side us in a canoe, and would not let us pass because they made a 
claim on the boat.  Although we assured them that they would have the 
boat upon our return, they still held us by force.  Marcus then drew a 
pistol and threatened to shoot if we refused to leave the boat.  They also 
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had two snaphance guns.  After much trouble, we finally got away 
from them.” 

 
Marcus and Anna had three sons but he died fairly young, in 

1677.  Anna later married Henry Rigg and lived ‘til about 1700: 
 

Family of Marcus Sigfridsson 
Marcus Sigfridsson born about 1635 in Finland, died 
before 1677, married Anna Petersdtr born in Sweden, died about 1700 
Children: 
1. Peter Severson born in Cecil Co., MD, died 1698 in Cecil Co., MD 
2. Marcus Severson born in Cecil Co., MD, died aft. 1698 in Cecil Co., 

MD 
3. Thomas Severson born about 1668 in Cecil Co., MD, died 1718 in 

Cecil Co., MD, married abt 1673 in Cecil Co., MD to Catharine 
Hendrickson born about 1673 

 
Marcus’ son, the first Thomas and our 6th great-grandfather, 

lived all his life in Cecil County, Maryland and served in the 
Maryland Militia in 1740: 

 
Family of Thomas Severson I 

Thomas Severson born about 1668 in Cecil Co., MD, died 1718 in 
Cecil Co., MD, married about 1693 in Cecil Co., MD to Catharine 
Hendrickson born about 1673 
Children: 
1. John Severson born 1694   
2. Ann Severson born about 1696, died Feb 1696 
3. Elizabeth Severson born 1697   
    married 24 Feb 1730 to Richard Bentham  
4. Thomas Severson II born 24 Mar 1701 in Cecil Co., MD, died 1772 

in Cecil Co., MD, married Elizabeth Clements born about 1705, 
died after 1741 

    married Sarah _____    
5. Tabitha Severson born 24 Jul 1704   
    married 1 June 1732 to John Cockrell married 1 Jun 1732 
6. Peter Severson born 9 Apr 1706   
7. Jeffrey Severson born 6 Oct 1708   
8. Mary Severson born 16 Mar 1710   
9. Margaret Severson born 14 Jul 1713  

 
Thomas II, our 5th great-grandfather also served in the Cecil 

County, Maryland Militia in 1740: 
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Family of Thomas Severson II 

Thomas Severson II born 24 Mar 1701 in Cecil Co., MD died 1772 in 
Cecil Co., MD, married to Elizabeth Clements born about 1705, died 
after 1741 
Children: 
1. Thomas Severson III born about 1724, died 1761 
2. Rachel Severson born 23 Jul 1729   
3. Ezekial Severson born 16 Dec 1731 in Cecil Co., MD, died 1776 in 

Cecil Co., MD 
    married Ann _____    
4. Mary Severson born 20 Feb 1733   
5. Elizabeth Severson born 7 Jun 1736   
6. Sarah Severson born 11 Mar 1737   
7. Hans Marcus Severson born 23 Feb 1740   

married to Sarah _____   
 

Our 4th great-grandfather Ezekial also lived his entire life in 
Cecil County, Maryland: 

 
 

Family of Ezekial Severson 
Ezekial Severson born 16 Dec 1731 in Cecil Co., MD, died 1776 in 
Cecil Co., MD, married to Ann _____ 
Children: 
1. Benjamin Severson born about 1755 in Cecil Co., MD,  died before 

1788 in Cecil Co., MD, married Ann Wroth 
   married 3 Oct 1787 to Elizabeth Pennington 
2. Ann Severson born about 1758 married 5 Feb 1778 to John Roberts 
3. Thomas Severson born about 1760  
4. Hance Severson born about 1766   
5. Henry Severson  born about 1771   

 
Our 3rd great-grandfather Benjamin I was listed as a private in 

Maryland’s 18th Battalion on August 18, 1776.  His farm was 
close to the Maryland-Delaware border in an area called 
Bohemia, part of the original Augustine Herrman holdings.  He 
married Ann Wroth and after they had two children she died 
and when he soon married Elizabeth Pennington they had one 
child, Benjamin II, but Benjamin I died just before he was born.  
A John Pennington (Elizabeth’s brother?) was named guardian 
of Benjamin II: 
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Family of Benjamin Severson I 
Benjamin Severson I born about 1755 in Cecil Co., MD,  died before 
1788 in Cecil Co., MD, married 5 Aug 1778 to Ann Wroth  
Children:  
1. Peregrine Severson born about 1779   
2. Sophia Severson born about 1784 
2nd wife of Benjamin Severson I: 
married 3 Oct 1787 to Elizabeth Pennington 
Children: 
1. Benjamin Servison II born 1788 in Cecil Co., MD, died about 1849 

in Mount Vernon, IA, married about 1807 to Nancy Lanning born 
11 Jul 1787 in NJ, died abt 1840 in Tuscarawas Co., OH 

    married 14 Oct 1841 in Tuscarawas Co., OH to Lydia Keisher born 
about 1811 in OH, d. after 1860 in IA 

   
It would be pure speculation to say that our 2nd great-

grandfather Benjamin II was less tied to his Cecil County roots 
because he never knew his natural father.  At any rate, Benjamin 
II was one of the few members of the Severson families to break 
away from that area and head west.  He had married very young 
and by 1810 he was in Brooke County, Virginia (now West 
Virginia) with wife Nancy and two children.  In 1811 he 
executed a deed quitclaiming his interest in the family’s Cecil 
County lands to his uncle, Hance Severson.  They were not there 
very long, because land in Ohio was opening up and settlers 
were streaming in.  Tuscarawas County in Ohio had been 
formed in 1808 and they soon moved on west to that county’s 
Perry Township where the 1820 census shows they had 3 more 
children.  Benjamin was a pioneer in this area and helped to 
open up next door Washington Township, which was organized 
in 1827 from Oxford and Perry.  The qualified electors of the 
township were directed to hold their first election at the house of 
Benjamin “Servisson” at 10 o’clock on the first Monday of April 
1827.  Much of the land was still wilderness when Benjamin 
bought land directly from the government -  93 acres in 1831 and 
40 acres in 1835.  His daughter Mary married Leonard Neighbor, 
a hotel owner in Newcomerstown, and The History of 
Tuscarawas County proclaimed them as pioneers of the county. 

Benjamin and Nancy went on to have nine children and the 
family is shown in the 1840 census in Tuscarawas County.  
Nancy died shortly after that and Benjamin married Lydia 
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Benjamin Servison’s Ohio land patent from the government in 1831 
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Keisher in 1841.  He was 53 by that time, and Lydia was 30 so it 
may have been her second marriage also.  Keisher could be her 
first marriage name but no evidence either way has been found.  
It is a strange and rare name spelling and it probably should be 
Keiser.  One of Benjamin’s close neighbors was named Keiser 
and it’s possible she was related to that family in some way, but 
proof of that has not yet been found.  This marriage resulted in 
four daughters in rather quick succession.  The last two were 
twins Samantha and Marilda born on June 22, 1848.  It was right 
at about that time or just shortly after that this family of 
Benjamin, Lydia and the four girls along with the families of 
John and Leslie, Benjamin’s sons from his first marriage, decided 
to move to Linn County, Iowa.  Sadly, it was there that Benjamin 
met his demise in the small town of Mount Vernon, in a strange 
tale related in the local newspaper as follows: 

 
“In the spring of 1849, a man was left by his son at the house of H. 

D. Metcalf, sick, as was supposed, with cholera.  The son went on, 
promising faithfully to return.  This, of course, created considerable 
excitement, and that locality was generally avoided until the death of 
the man, whose name was Servison.  He was buried at night about the 
center of the present Jefferson Street.” 

 
Another version of the story goes like this: 
 
“In 1848 a stranger by the name of Servison came to town, partook 

with his ailing father, of the kindly hospitality of H. D. Metcalf over 
night.  He left the father in the care of the Metcalfs while he traveled on, 
promising to return in a few days.  He never returned.  The father died, 
it was supposed of cholera, and he was buried in the night in Main 
Street near the present Wolfe office.”  

 
The Mount Vernon, Iowa Hawkeye-Record and the Lisbon 

Herald of August 12, 1948 repeated the story in connection with 
their centennial celebration and added 

 
 “..the elderly visitor lies buried under United States Highway No. 

30 in Main street somewhere in front of Dr. T. L. Wolfe’s office and 
Dick Wolfe’s law books.  What a ghost story and as authentic as they 
come!” 
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The above mention of Dick Wolfe refers to the son of Dr. T. L. 

Wolfe.  Dick Wolfe was a lawyer and his office was at that same 
location.  This writer talked to Dick Wolfe some 50 years after 
that 1948 article and he was still going strong at the age of 92.  
He remembered that story very clearly and said it was definitely 
a true event. 

 
So there is little doubt that the man who died was our 

Benjamin Severson (Servison) and to verify that, no further 
reference to him in Linn County or anywhere else has been 
found.  The son referred to was probably Samantha’s half-
brother John. 

 
Family of Benjamin Servison II 

Benjamin Servison born 1788 in Cecil Co., MD, died about 1849 in 
Mount Vernon, IA, married about 1807 to Nancy Lanning born 11 
Jul 1787 in New Jersey, died abt 1840 in Tuscarawas Co., OH 

Children: 
1. John Servison born 1808 in Ohio, died 27 Oct 1876 in Lafayette, 

Linn Co., IA 
married in Ohio to Fanny Wickham born 1809 in NY or Ohio, died 
3 Feb 1894 in Lafayette, Linn Co., IA 

2. Richard Servison born about 1810 in Virginia, died Bet. 1851 - 1856 
in Ohio, married 16 Mar 1837 in Guernsey Co., OH to Rachel 
Simpkins born about 1810 in PA  

3. Mary Servison born about 1812, died 1877, married Leonard 
Neighbor 

4. (Girl) Servison born about 1815  
5. (Girl) Servison born about 1818  
6. Leslie Fleming Servison born 16 May 1821 in Tuscarawas Co., OH, 

died 4 Feb 1865 in Civil War 
married 14 Aug 1845 in Jefferson Co., OH to Phoebe Ann Troth 
born 21 Feb 1823 in Fayette Co., PA, died 18 Jan 1893 in Linn Co., IA 

7. (Girl) Servison born about 1823  
8. (Girl) Servison born about 1826  
9. Benjamin Servison III born 1831 in Ohio, died Oct 1850 in 

Tuscarawas Co., OH 
2nd marriage of Benjamin Servison II: 
Married 14 Oct 1841 in Tuscarawas Co., OH to Lydia Keisher born 
about 1811 in OH, died after 1860 in IA 
Children: 
1. Nancy Servison born about 1842   
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2. Sophia Servison born about 1844   
3. Samantha Servison b. 22 Jun 1848 in Tuscarawas Co., OH, d. 12 Jun 

1889 in Linn Grove, Co, IA 
married 8 Aug 1869 in Linn Co., IA to William Henry Hickman 
born 11 Dec 1847 in Putnam Co., IN, died 27 May 1882 in Clay 
County IA 
married 19 Mar 1887 in Herdland, Clay Co., IA to W. H. Pelley born 
1854, died 16 Apr 1898 in  

    Dickens, IA 
4. Marilda Servison born 22 Jun 1848 in Linn Co., 

 IA, married 30 Mar 1869 in Linn Co., IA to W. H. Worchester 
 

Lydia married Samuel Justin on August 17, 1851 in Linn 
County, and the 4 girls lived in that household near Paris in 
Jackson Township until they married.  The other Servison 
families, Samantha’s half-uncles, lived in Otter Creek Township, 
which is where the Hickman family settled when they arrived.  
Samantha, our great-grandmother, eventually met and married 
William Henry Hickman there in the summer of 1869.  

Having related the story of the Hickman line and shown the 
Servison connection, we must now show how the Scots-Irish 
came into the picture. 

 
 
Let not Ambition mock their useful toil, 

Their homely joys, and destiny obscure; 
Nor Grandeur hear with a disdainful smile 

The short and simple annals of the Poor. 
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The McCrearys 
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The McCrearys 
 

In the 17th Century King James I of England (James VI of 
Scotland) took over Ulster Province in North Ireland, but this 
was followed by great unrest and disloyalty there to the Crown 
of England.  At the same time the Presbyterians of western 
Scotland were not happy because they did not like the rule of 
bishops and wanted to govern their churches in their own way.  
They were persecuted for their beliefs and there was much 
fighting with those who did not believe as they did.  James I 
decided to encourage or force them to move to North Ireland to 
settle in that recently acquired area.  This was tactically brilliant 
since it provided him with subjects in North Ireland who would 
be loyal to him while at the same time easing the religious 
friction in Scotland.  As a long term strategy, however, the result 
was a disaster for the people of North Ireland as they fought 
among themselves over religious and cultural differences for the 
next 350 years or more!  As this is being written, a recent peace 
agreement is being sorely tested. 

It is believed that our McCrearys were among the Presbyterian 
Scots who settled in North Ireland.  These were the lowland 
Scots, not to be confused with the highlanders of bagpipes and 
kilts.  This travel of people between the Isles was not new.  Over 
previous centuries there had been frequent migration in both 
directions as one area or the other would become less favorable 
as a place to eke out a living.  After all, the required voyage 
across the North Channel of the Irish Sea was only 12 miles at 
the closest points. 

McCrearys have been found in most of the counties in Ulster 
Province, but it is believed our ancestors settled near Strabane in 
the northwestern part of County Tyrone. 

The Scots-Irish, or Ulster Scots as they are called in Ireland, 
coexisted with the Irish Catholics for several generations 
although there was frequent fighting.  Finally, in the 18th century 
the bloodshed, religious bickering, tithing for the Anglican 
Church that they didn’t attend, and the promise of better 
opportunity in the New World all contributed to the start of the 
massive Scots-Irish emigration. 
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There were several McCrearys who came to America in the 
1720s and settled in Pennsylvania.  For our line, one story has it 
that three young McCreary brothers named Thomas, William 
and John, sons of John McCreary of County Antrim in North 
Ireland, arrived in America in about 1720.  They moved into 
York County where in 1728 Pennsylvania's proprietors 
authorized the first white families to settle west of the 
Susquehanna River.  They were part of a great migration of 
German, Scots-Irish and English settlers into that area.  Two of 
the earliest were William and Thomas McCreary and early 
records show that in the spring of 1740 those two owned land 
just south of Gettysburg near Greenmount.  However, the first 
really verifiable ancestor of ours in the McCreary line was 
Thomas, who was born about 1730 and in 1759 bought land in 
Mount Pleasant Township in what is now the eastern part of 
Adams County.  The McCrearys were Presbyterian but we know 
from later sources that some of them became Quakers.  There 
were Quaker families in the area and if a man met a Quaker girl 
and wanted to marry her, he would have to join her church or 
she would be “disowned”.  One story has it that Thomas became 
a Quaker when he married Sarah Edwards in about 1755. 

In 1769 Thomas turned his property over in trust to his 
children, among whom was David McCreary: 

 
Family of Thomas McCreary 

Thomas McCreary born abt. 1730 in Lancaster Co., PA, died bet. 1771-
1779 in Mt. Pleasant Twp, York Co., married to Sarah Edwards who 
died bef. 1803 
Children: 
1. Jonathan McCreary 
2. John McCreary 
3. Thomas McCreary, Jr. born 1754 in York Co., PA, died 7 Jul 1829 
    married to Mary Garretson born 6 Nov 1760 
4. Amos McCreary born abt. 1830 in Napier Twp, Bedford Co., PA 
    married to Hanna Whinnery born bef. 1830 in Napier Twp, Bedford 

Co., PA 
5. Rachel McCreary married 14 May 1788 in Manchester Twp, York 

Co., PA to Joseph Hughit born in PA 
6. Jane McCreary married to Peter Fleck 
7. David McCreary born 18 Dec 1759 in Conewago Twp, York Co., PA, 

died 25 Mar 1828 in Straban Twp, Adams Co., PA, married 20 May 
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1803 in Menallen Twp, Adams Co., PA to Alice Wright II born 16 
Feb 1779 in Menallen Twp, died 6 Feb 1855 in Menallen 
  
 Sources show our ancestor David McCreary in several places 

in eastern Adams County.  He was 17 years old in 1776 and there 
is a record of a David McCreary who served in the 
Revolutionary War, appearing on the muster roll of a Captain 
Doudel.  This would not square with our David being of the 
Quaker faith and may be another David.  In 1801 he is shown on 
Tax Assessment lists as having property worth $3,156.  It is 
possible he may have married twice since we show him at age 44 
when he married Alice Wright who was 20 years younger and 
they had 11 children, two of whom were twins who died at 
birth. 

Alice Wright’s 2nd great-grandfather on her mother’s side was 
Daniel John Ferree, a wealthy French silk manufacturer.  His 
father, Jean La Verree, is said to have been descended from 
Robert Ferree, a Norman nobleman from Forchamps going back 
to the year 1265.  Daniel was born in France in 1647 and married 
Marie Warenbur in 1675.  Marie was also born in France in about 
1653.  Her family had operated a winery in France for 
generations.  The family of Daniel and Marie grew and 
prospered in French Flanders.  But there was one problem: they 
were Huguenots - Protestants in a very Catholic society. 

Officially, they were living under the Edict of Nantes, a decree 
giving partial religious freedom to the Huguenots proclaimed by 
King Henry IV in 1598.  It ended the series of religious wars 
between Catholics and Protestants that ravaged France from 
1562 to 1598.  But the provisions of the Edict were never fully 
carried out.  By the time of Louis XIV’s reign, persecution of the 
Huguenots resumed, particularly after 1681.  Daniel and Marie’s 
third child Mary Catharine, our ancestor, was born in 1683, and 
when the Edict was revoked two years later, hundreds of 
thousands of Huguenots were forced to flee France and take 
refuge in Protestant areas.  Daniel and Marie fled with their 
family to Steinweiler in the German Pfalz, coincidentally just 
four miles south of Mörzheim, where our Heckmann family 
lived. 

But the Pfalz was not immune to conflict, and fighting soon 
broke out.  Daniel was killed by a group of Catholics.  Marie 
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feared she would be next so she changed to a German form of 
her maiden name, Warrenbauer, for protection.  In 1708, she fled 
to England with her six children.  She became an English subject 
and had the good fortune to meet up with one William Penn in 
London.  He requested that Queen Ann grant letters of patent to 
this desperate widow for 2,000 acres in Pennsylvania, and the 
good Queen did.  Marie and her children immigrated to 
America, arriving in New Paltz, New York in 1709.  Two years 
later, they left for Pennsylvania where she founded the first 
distinct colony of French immigrants in America in the Pequea 
Valley, Lancaster County.  Her 2,000 acres were located in 
Paradise, a town now on Route 30 between Philadelphia and 
Lancaster.  They first tried to grow grapes for wine, as in the old 
country, but the attempt failed and they had to revert to tobacco.  
There is now a women’s club in Paradise, PA that is named after 
Marie. 

But returning to the McCrearys, in 1828 David died while still 
with young children and his will, written 9 days before his 
death, reflected that: 

 
“… my Executor shall sell as much of the farm I now live on as will 

pay all my debts, … my wife Alice McCreary shall have the house I 
now live in and all the remaining part of my farm to raise and school 
my children until my youngest child arrives at the age of twenty-one 
years, … my wife Alice shall have as much of the household and kitchen 
furniture as she may think proper to … my wife Alice to have as much 
of the stock and farming utensils as she may think proper to keep for her 
own use.  And when my youngest child arrives at the age of twenty-one 
years or within the two years after my Executor shall sell the remaining 
part of my real estate and divide the proceeds of the two thirds thereof 
between my nine children, namely Benjamin, Thomas, David, Sarah, 
John, Jesse, Martha, Samuel and William McCreary … the other one 
third to be paid yearly to my wife Alice during her natural life and at 
her decease all the residue of my estate to be equally divided between 
my children … if my wife Alice should decease before my youngest 
child arrives at age of twenty-one years then my Executor shall sell all 
the residue of my Estate and divide the proceeds between my nine 
children  … to my son Benjamin McCreary the mare he now claims.  
… to my son Thomas my bay mare and to my son David my colt.” 

 



 
 
 

The History of the Hickman Family of Northwest Cedar Rapids, Iowa 

 100

In the Inventory taken after his death, the usual household 
furniture is shown:  7 beds, two saddles, barrel of salt, 7 cows, 1 
calf, 1 bull, 15 sheep, 19 pigs, one bay horse, one gray mare, 2 
plows, one harrow and sled, one wagon, one old wagon, one 
gray mare bequeathed to Benjamin, one bay mare bequeathed to 
Thomas McCreary, one gray colt bequeated to David McCreary, 
one lot of corn, one lot of rye, one lot of oats, grain in the ground, 
and some promissory notes from George Knous payable in the 
next year or two.  He and Alice are buried 10 miles due north of 
Gettysburg in The Old Quaker Cemetery, which dates back to 
1825.  It’s now called Friends Grove Cemetery, and the front part 
has Dunkard burials while to the rear are the Quakers. 

 
Family of David McCreary 

David McCreary born 18 Dec 1759 in Conewago Twp, York Co., PA, 
died 25 Mar 1828 in Straban Twp, Adams Co., PA, married 20 May 
1803 in Menallen Twp, York Co., PA to Alice Wright II born 16 Feb 
1779 in Menallen Twp, died 6 Feb 1855 in Menallen Twp 
Children: 
1. Benjamin Wright McCreary born 7 Jan 1804 in Straban Twp, Adams 
Co., PA, died 5 Mar 1873 in Linn Co., IA, married 23 Dec 1829 in 
Adams Co. to Maria Brinkerhoff born 9 Sep 1809 in Straban Twp, 
died 17 Apr 1887 in Linn Co., IA 
2. Thomas McCreary born 14 Mar 1806 in Adams Co. 
3. Twin 1 McCreary born 21 Sep 1807 in Adams Co., died 21 Sep 1807 
4. Twin 1 McCreary born 21 Sep 1807 in Adams Co., died 21 Sep 1807 
5. David McCreary born 11 Dec 1808 in Adams Co. 
6. Sarah McCreary born 3 May 1811 in Adams Co. 
7. John McCreary born 7 Oct 1813 in Adams Co. 
8. Jesse McCreary born 12 Feb 1816 in Adams Co. 
9. Martha McCreary born 15 Aug 1818 in Adams Co. 
10.Samuel McCreary born 3 Jan 1822 in Adams Co. 
11.William McCreary born 6 Jun 1825 in Adams Co. 

 
Benjamin Wright McCreary was born in 1804 and on 23 

December 1829 records reveal a marriage: 
 
“On Wednesday Evening last, by Rev. David McConaughy, Mr. 

Benjamin McCreary to Miss Maria Brinkerhoff daughter of Mr. Garret 
Brinkerhoff, both of Straban Twp.” 
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Benjamin was from a Quaker family and Maria’s family was 
Dutch Reformed, so it’s interesting to note that David 
McConaughy was a Presbyterian minister!  Apparently, this was 
evidence of the breaking away of Benjamin from the Quaker 
Church.  When they later moved to Bedford County, his 
daughter Rebecca married a man whose family were Quakers 
but there has never been any evidence found that either of these 
families returned to the Quaker faith.  The Brinkerhoffs were a 
Dutch family that had come to New York and New Jersey in the 
middle of the 17th century.  The line has been traced all the way 
back to a Dirck Brinckerhoff born in the Netherlands in 1575.  
His son Joris Dircksen Brinckerhoff was the immigrant who 
arrived in New York in 1638. 

 
Family of Benjamin Wright McCreary 

Benjamin Wright McCreary brn 7 Jan 1804 in Straban Twp, Adams 
Co., PA, died 5 Mar 1873 in Linn Co., IA, married 23 Dec 1829 in 
Adams Co., PA to Maria Brinkerhoff born 9 Sep 1809 in Straban 
Twonship, Adams Co., died 17 Apr 1887 in Linn Co. 
Children: 
1. Jane Elizabeth Magdaline McCreary born 7 Dec 1830 in 

Schellsburg, PA, died 6 Jun 1904 
married to ____ Ellis. 

2. Sarah Alice McCreary born 13 Oct 1833 in 
  Schellsburg, PA, married in 1852 in Napier Twp, Bedford Co. to 

Abel Smith 
3. Martinah Brinkerhoff McCreary brn 1 Aug 1836 in Schellsburg, PA, 

died 28 May 1917 in Pasadena, CA, married to ____ Stoudnour. 
4. Rebecca Ann McCreary born 3 Aug 1840 in Schellsburg, PA, died 8 

May 1915 in Linn Co., IA, married on 15 May 1859 in Bedford Co. to 
Eli M. Garretson born 9 Aug 1836 in Bedford Co., died 14 Mar 1882 
in Linn Co. 

5. Anna Maria McCreary born 4 Dec 1847 
    married ____ Timmons. 
6. William David Clark McCreary born 13 Nov 1850 in Schellsburg, 

Bedford Co., PA, died 25 Feb 1927 in Linn Co., IA, married to 
Permealia Howe Smith 

    married on 8 Feb 1874 in Linn Co., IA to Mary Virginia Brockman 
born 17 Aug 1856 in Linn Co., IA, died 5 Jul 1896 in Linn Co., IA.  
 
Benjamin and Maria’s farm was in Mount Pleasant Township 

of Adams County, as shown by the census of 1830.  But that fall 
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they left for Bedford County and their first child, Jane, was born 
near Schellsburg in December.  Their farm was in Napier 
Township, later St. Clair Township, where they had five more 
children, the last being born in November of 1850.  Their fourth 
child, Rebecca Ann, was born in 1840 and in 1859 she married Eli 
Garretson. 

When Benjamin and Maria heard the stories of the Civil War 
battles back in Adams County in and around Gettysburg, they 
were no doubt glad that they had left the place.  Family lore has 
it that “The Brinkerhoff or McCreary farm was one of the seven 
farms where the battle of Gettysburg was fought.  At the time 
the battle started, the wheat was ready to harvest.  After the 

battle, the ground was as bare as a floor.”  This no doubt refers 
to the large farm that was originally owned by Maria’s 
grandfather, John Brinkerhoff and may have been the farm she 
was brought up on.  It was indeed situated very close to 
Gettysburg, being just 3 miles northeast of the center of town.  
However, the massively destructive battles were more to the 
north, west, and south so the statement could be exaggerating a 

Gettysburg fields 
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bit, although there were some minor skirmishes to the east.  One 
of them was "The Fight for Brinkerhoff's Ridge" which took place 
on  July 2, 1863, just east of Gettysburg and west of Low Dutch 
Road.  In addition, the remains of a Confederate cavalryman 
killed in the fighting east of Gettysburg were removed from a 
burial plot on the "J. Brinkerhoff Farm" in 1871 and  re-interred 
in Soldiers Lots, Laurel Grove Cemetery, Savannah, Georgia.  
There was also one burial recorded there with no record of 
removal.  

It is generally known that the John Brinkerhoff farm had a 
slave cemetery.  Again, family lore says that “The Brinkerhoffs 
owned a plantation and had slaves whom he freed after the war.  
The slaves did not want to leave as he had been so kind to them 
always.”  It is not certain who the “he” was, since John and his 
son Garret died before the Civil War.  One of the Brinkerhoff-
McCreary descendants in Iowa at one time was reported to have 
a hand-woven counter pane spread that was handed down to 
her.  The wool was said to have come from the Brinkerhoff flock 
with the slaves preparing the wool through all stages, from 
dyeing to weaving it into the spread. 

Since many relatives of the McCrearys still resided in Adams 
Co. in 1863, Benjamin probably heard stories of the Battle of 
Gettysburg like the following, as reported in Adams County 
History, 1860-1865:  “Understandably, people kept off the streets 
as the battle developed.  A Union officer rode up to the David 
McCreary residence on the southwest corner of Baltimore and 
West High Streets, and warned the group gathered there ‘All you 
good people go down to your cellars or you will be killed.’  As Albertus 
McCreary wrote later, ‘we obeyed him at once.  We did not dare  to 
look out of the windows on the Baltimore street side since sharpshooters 
from Cemetery Hill were watching all the homes for Confederate 
sharpshooters and picking off every person they saw.  From that 
distance they could not distinguish a citizen from a soldier.  On the 
High street side we could stay out on the porch during the heavy 
artillery firing.’ 

Rebecca and Eli Garretson moved to Linn County, Iowa in 
1864, and in 1866 her parents Benjamin and Maria decided to 
join them, along with their four youngest children and their 
families.  The two oldest, Jane and Sarah, stayed in 
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Pennsylvania.  Benjamin died seven years later and Maria lived 
until 1887.  There was a rather nasty court proceedings in which 
some of the children had disagreements over the settling of her 
estate.  It seems that one of the daughters felt that, since she had 
cared for Maria during her last years of ill health, she should 
receive some compensation for her hard work in the form of a 
larger share of the pie.  The dispute ended when a settlement 
agreeable to all was reached.  Later, the McCreary Reunion was 
held each summer in the Cedar Rapids area and still is to this 
day.  Benjamin and Maria’s graves are at the Dunkard Cemetery 
near Toddville. 

We’ve reviewed the story of the McCrearys and how it 
connected to the Garretsons, so it is now important that we show 
how these Dutch folks came on the scene all the way to Iowa and 
the Hickman connection. 

 
 
The boast of heraldry, the pomp of power,  

And all that beauty, all that wealth e'er gave, 
Awaits alike th' inevitable hour:- 

The paths of glory lead but to the grave. 
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4. The Garretsons 
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The Garretsons 
 

If there were newspapers on Long Island, New York on 6 
March 1657, headlines no doubt would have blared: 

 
Dutch Ship Carrying Colonists 

Runs Aground! 
Prins Maurits Flounders 

 
Crew of 16 and 113 Passengers 

 Come Ashore in Lifeboat 
 

Long Island’s first shipwreck  
Indians to the rescue 

 
One of the passengers was our ancestor known as John 
Garretson Van der Hof.  How did he get in this predicament and 
why was he here?  We have learned in the first chapter how the 
New Sweden Colony was established on the Delaware, how the 
Dutch, worried about the settlement as a threat to their thriving 

Shipwreck 
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shipping interests, eventually took control of it in 1655, less than 
a year before another of our ancestors, Marcus the Finn, arrived 
from Sweden .  This area of Delaware now called Wilmington in 
New Castle County should have been attractive to Dutch 
immigrants, but traditional incentives for leaving the mother 
country such as economic hardship and religious persecution 
were lacking.  Compared to other European countries, Dutch 
immigration was just a trickle. 

But three young Garretson brothers in their twenties looking 
for adventure left Amsterdam, Holland on 21 Dec 1656 and 
headed for America.  John and Hendrick were sailors aboard the 
Prins Maurits, and Paul was on one of the accompanying ships 
Beer (Bear) and de Geldersche Blom (Flower of Gelderland).  The 
ships became separated at sea, and the Prins Maurits headed 
along the usual pathway toward Cuba, then up the American 
coast toward the Delaware River.  However, a severe winter 
storm kicked up before they reached Cape May and they were 
swept past the bay all the way up to Fire Island off Long Island 
where they ran aground.  They were helped ashore by Indians 
who then sent a messenger to Peter Stuyvesant for assistance.  
When help came, they hired another ship and safely arrived at 
New Castle on 21 April 1657.  One J. Alrichs gave a full report on 
the incident to the authorities back in Amsterdam saying, in 
part: 

 
“…… The Lord God not vouchsafing, this through the ignorance of 

the skipper, pilot and others of the ship’s officers, about eleven o’clock 
on the night of the 8th of March after we had sailed that day in 26, 18 
and 16 fathoms of water, although the skipper, pursuant to my 
customary warning, had promised not an hour before to take good care 
and spare the lead, and that he should quickly cast anchor and then 
come into the cabin to report or communicate the matter, yet the men 
unexpectedly called out eight and nine fathoms.  Wishing thereupon, to 
tack, and the ship refusing, she immediately struck, and so shaved, 
which she afterwards continued to do harder and harder, so that we 
were not a moment certain whether we should leave there alive or 
perish.  After passing through most of the darkness of that night in the 
greatest anxiety and fear, we found ourselves, at day-break, about a 
gunshot from the shore, but being between the shores and the strand in 
such a bad position, and ignorant whether this place was south or north 
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of the Manhattes, it was unanimously resolved, first to save our lives 
and then to exert every nerve to save as much as we possibly could. 

“Accordingly on the 9th of March, in severe, bitter and freezing 
weather, with drifting ice, after great trouble, dangerous breaks in a 
very leaky boat, with considerable water in it, we succeeded in reaching 
the shore on a broken split of foreland, on which neither bush nor grass 
grew, nor was any tree or fire-wood to be found.  On the third day we, 
for the first time, saw and spoke to some Indians, who informed us that 
it was the foreland of Long Island, and that the place was called 
Secoutagh.  Meantime, the ship getting nearer the shore, we, from time 
to time unloaded and saved all the dry articles.  Having met and 
experienced this misfortune, I sent an Indian, with advice thereof, to 
General Stuyvesant, who immediately sent us a small sloop and came, 
himself, on the second day after, to us at the above place mentioned, 
which lies about twenty leagues north of the Manhattes.  On the other, 
or land, side of said place a small opening or inlet to a river has been 
discovered, which a small sloop can enter; but most of the goods were 
brought overland to the other side to be loaded on the river.  Working 
with great labor and industry, I have discharged most of the goods, as 
far as it was possible, and brought them to the above name place; but 
before they could all be got out, the ship stove into a thousand splinters 
and pieces…..” 

 
Fortunately John, our 7th great-grandfather, survived this 

harrowing experience.  We don’t know anything more about 

The Old Dutch House in New Castle, Delaware 
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him other than that he settled in New Castle Co., Delaware and 
had a son named John. 

John Garretson, Jr., our 6th great-grandfather, built a house on 
what is now Third Street in New Castle.  A Delaware 
preservation society purchased it in 1937, the oldest dwelling in 
Delaware, known as "Old Dutch House."  It is of typical Dutch 
construction, placed close to the front of the lot, built of brick, 
and with a centrally located fireplace and low ceilings.  He 
received a warrant for an additional 400 acres of land on the 
south side of Christina Creek on 16 November 1683.  He and his 
wife Ann had 6 children that we know of: 

 
Family of John Garretson 

John Garretson born abt 1660 in New Castle Co., DE, died 5 Mar 1695 
in Mill Creek New Castle, DE, married about 1680 in New Castle to 
Ann _____ born abt 1662, died after 1695 in Mill Creek 
Children: 
1. Garrett Garretson born abt 1681 
2. Rebecca Garretson  born in 1683 
3. Casparius Garretson born in 1685 in Mill Creek, died 3 Dec 1726 in 

Mill Creek, married in 1713 in New Castle to Ann Cox born abt 
1690 in New Castle, died bef 1762 in Hockessin, DE 

4. Cornelius Garretson born in 1688 
5. Mary Garretson born 18 Dec 1690, died in 1753 in Pennsylvania, 

married in abt 1713 in London Grove, Chester Co., PA to John Cox 
6. Charity Garretson born abt 1692 

 
John’s will is shown below replete with its original quaint 

wording and spelling.  Some researchers feel that he might have 
been Quaker because of the wording and the way the dates were 
written.  Also, some have mistakenly thought that his wife’s 
name was Ann Thayer, but upon closer examination one can see 
that the word Thayer in the will actually means “their”: 

 
"The Last will and testament of John Garretson made the 28th of 

November 1694; being sick and weeke but In perfect memory. 
Item: I give my sperritt to God and my body to ye ground. 
Item: I give all my land unto my three sons that is Garrett & Casper 

& Cornelius after ye Desese of Ann Thayer mother or if ye said Ann 
thayer mother showld marry then when my sones shalt com to age they 
shall have It, ye land. It is my will that It shall equally Devided 
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between them, that is to say my oldest sone Garrett shall helpe with ye 
help Of my other two sones to cleare them of much land as ye home 
plantation have and to Build housing Convienient for them all so, ye 
land that Casper and Cornelius have It must be devided and then they 
must cast lottes for thayer settlement. also ye stock that I gave them 
thay do know and ye stock that is myne & my wives after both ouer 
Desese it shall be eaqualy be Devided betweene my sones & my dafters 
that is to say my Cattell & Hooges; and if my loving wife Ann showld 
marry then It Is my will that shee shall have her theerdes of ye 
moveables and no more. 

Item: It Is my will that my three sones that is Garrett, Ceasparus & 
Cornelius when thay Com to eage thay shall give my dafters five 
pownds A peece & If any of my Dafters showld Dey before thay are 
married then my sones must & shall equely devide It betweene them as 
witness my hand & salle – [signed] Jon Gerritsen 

   [signed] Robert Hutchinson 
   [signed] Robert Dyer 
    Allowed this 5th of March 1694/5 by the attestations of Robert 

Hutchinson & Robert Dyer before us. 
    [signed] Edward Blake 
    [signed] Richard Halliwell  
 
John’s son Casparius was our 5th great-grandfather, who 

married Ann Cox, granddaughter of Thomas Cox from England.  
Casparius lived in the Hockessin/Mill Creek area of New Castle 
County, Delaware.  He owned 200 acres, which were close to if 
not over the boundary with Chester County, Pennsylvania.  
Casparius had 7 children, and the Quaker connection is again 
noted, as Casparius was appointed overseer (something like an 
elder) of the New Castle Friends Meeting on 2 May 1726, but he 
died the following winter at the age of 50. 

 
Family of Casparius Garretson 

Casparius Garretson born 1685 in Mill Creek, New Castle Co., DE, 
died 3 Dec 1726 in Mill Creek 
married 1713 in New Castle to Ann Cox born abt 1690 New Castle Co., 
died bef 1762 Hockessin 
Children: 
1. John Garretson born 6 Jul 1715 in Delaware, died 30 Oct 1797 in 

Newberry Twp, York Co., PA,   married on 5 Sep 1736 to Content 
Hussey 
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2nd wife of John Garretson: 
married on 22 Jun 1749 to Jane Carson 
3rd wife of John Garretson: 
married on 20 Jan 1768 to Phebe Elliot 

2. William Garretson born in 1716 in Hockessin, died 15 Dec 1792 in 
Warrington, PA, married 9 Sep 1742 in Kennett MM, Chester Co., 
PA to Mary A. Fraizer born 1722 Kennett MM, died 1782 in York 
Co., PA 

3. Joseph Garretson born abt 1717, married 25 Jul 1745 to Mary Mills 
4. Ann Garretson born abt 1718 
5. Rebecca Garretson born abt 1719, married in 1734 to ____ Rogers 
6. Naomi Garretson born abt 1720, married ____ Cox 
7. Martha Garretson born abt 1722, married in 1751 to Benjamin Cox 

 
Here is an extract from Casparius’ will: 
 
“ …… to ann my dearly beloved wife whom I likewise constitute 

make and ordain my onely and sole executor of this my last will and 
testament all and singular my estate boath real and personal untill 
such time  as my sons come to the age of twenty and one yeares then 
my eldest son John shall have my home plantation and land belonging 
there unto and my other two sons that is william and Josep shall have 
that parsel or piece of land lying on the Lime kiln Road  william shall 
have that half of the Land which is now Improved and Josep the other 
half they onely paying unto my daughters the sum of thirty pounds 
Courent money when thy shall come to age then they to the afore said 
Land freely enjoy the same they their heirs and assigns for ever ….. 
John and william shall build an house for Joseph and cleare one acre of 
Land and plant one hundred aple trees there on and it is my will that 
my sons and daughters shall each of them have an equal share of my 
moveable estate ….. “. 

 
William Garretson, our 4th great-grandfather, was a weaver by 

trade and a Quaker all his life.  He was born near Hockessin in 
New Castle, Delaware close to the Pennsylvania border and 
moved across the line where in 1742 he married Mary Fraizer, 
daughter of Alexander Fraizer from Scotland, at the Kennett 
Monthly Meeting in York County, Pennsylvania.  Shortly 
thereafter, they moved much further west, over 60 miles into 
Lancaster County in what is now northern York County where 
he was appointed Overseer at the Newberry Township 



 
 
 

The History of the Hickman Family of Northwest Cedar Rapids, Iowa 

 112

Preparative Monthly Meeting in 1746.  This area was booming 
with settlers and William was part of a group in 1747 that 
obtained a patent for land to the southwest of Newberry in 
Warrington Township for the new Warrington Monthly Meeting 
house.  He became known after that as William of Warrington 
and in 1748 was appointed Clerk of Warrington.  York County 
was formed from Lancaster in 1749.  When in 1754 William’s 
brother in law James Fraizer died, “William Garretson and others of 
the people called Quakers” petitioned the York Co. Orphans Court 
requesting that the children of James Fraizer deceased “now with 
Thomas Cox may be taken from him and that John Garretson 
[William’s brother], the executor, may have them and put them to 
proper place according to the laws of this Province and the rules of that 
society.”  It was ordered that said children be delivered to John 
Garretson. 

William and Mary had 10 children.  One of them, Mary, had 
the distinction of marrying Thomas McCreary, Jr., a son of our 
4th great-grandfather Thomas McCreary Sr.  For those who are 
interested in such genealogical twists, Mary and Thomas were 
our 3rd great-grand aunt and uncle. 

 
Family of William Garretson 

William Garretson born 1716 in Hockessin, New Castle Co., DE died 
15 Dec 1792 in Warrington, PA 
married 9 Sep 1742 Kennett MM, Chester Co., PA to Mary A. Fraizer 
born 1722 Kennett died 1782 York Co.  
Children: 
1. Casparius Garretson born 17 May 1745, died 18 Aug 1746 
2. William Garretson born 11 Mar 1748, married to Mary Wethersed 
3. Ann Garretson born 22 Feb 1750 
4. Sarah Garretson born 2 Mar 1753, married in 1773 to James 

Wickersham born 1743 
5. Miriam Garretson born 23 May 1755, married Vincent Parsons 
6. John Garretson born 7 Jan 1757, married 22 Apr 1778 in Menallen to 

Tamar Hammond born 10 Sep 1759 
7. Aaron Garretson, Sr. Born 16 Jan 1759 in York Co., PA, died 24 Aug 

1830 St. Clair Twp, Bedford Co., PA, married 13 Oct 1779 in 
Menallen Twp to Mary Hammond born 18 Jun 1755, died abt 1832 

 8. Mary Garretson born 6 Nov 1760, married to Thomas McCreary, 
Jr. born 1754 in York Co., PA, died 7 Jul 1829 

 9. Naomi Garretson born 25 Aug 1762 
   10. Elizabeth Garretson born 16 Aug 1764 
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Aaron Garretson, Sr., our 3rd great-grandfather, was the 7th of 

10 children in a Quaker family.  In 1779 he married Mary 
Hammond, granddaughter of Daniel Hammond from England, 
and they lived in Warrington Township for 20 years.  His father, 
William, died in 1792, and after that most if not all of the 
Garretsons moved further west.  Land had been opening up in 
what is now Adams County, and there was need for a new 
Quaker Meeting place out there, 20 miles to the west.  Aaron, 
Mary and their 8 children were received in the Menallen 
Township Preparatory Meeting in February of 1799.  But they 
didn’t live close to the Menallen Meeting House.  They had 
moved well beyond that area,  all the way to St. Clair Township 
in Bedford County.  They settled in what is now known as 
Quaker Valley, about half way between Fishertown and 
Schellsburg  There was no Quaker Monthly Meeting in Bedford 
yet, so they had to travel over 80 miles of hilly, mountainous 
terrain all the way back to Menallen once a month for the 
Meeting.  Since this was so difficult, the Bedford folks requested 
their own Meeting House and in 1803 the Dunnings Creek 
Monthly Meeting in Bedford was established. 

The following extracts of an account of the travel in that 
period over the hills and mountains from Adams County to 
Bedford County by Rachel Garretson Penrose gives us an idea of 
what it was like back then.  This Rachel Garretson was not in our 
direct line but she married a Penrose and there was another 
Penrose who married one of Aaron, Sr.’s children.  It is 
addressed to Mary Garretson of Adams County: 

 
“Mother and Sisters, 
I am now sitting in the room alone, Josiah and Bill are in the shop at 

work…….Josiah and myself went to town last Third day in search of 
something to accommodate ourselves with, where we found things 
tolerable plenty….. The situation is middling handsome.  The house 
stands between T.P.’s and A.P.’s about halfway between them, they are 
perhaps half a mile apart.  It is all green and level enough round the 
house, no woods for a great distance any way except to the west.  There 
is two springs as near the house as I could wish them……. I feel a wish 
to have some of what I have there which I suppose will be sent for as 
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soon as possible, the man Josiah expected to get to go is not quite ready.  
It seems scarcely worth while to go into a history of our journey tho I 
may say some few things……. 

We came on tolerable well the first day got to Shippensburgh that 
night……sixth day proceeded on our journey when we came in sight of 
the first mountain the appearance whereof painted pictures of solitude 
to the mind. ----- Though as it frequently is the nearer we approach to 
anything which the mind paints awful and solitary it gradually 
decreases and it was very much so in this case, the first appeared the 
greatest at a distant view of any we crossed.  We travailed on all 
together till we got over on the 2nd; Thomas being hardly able to ride, 
we left them to rest awhile and J. and I started on before to get Dick 
shod behind and came on from there by ourselves till we arrived on the 
top of the mountain which Sally Hastings describes more fully than I 
can do.  We walked up round on to the top of the rock where we suppose 
Sally made choice of to paint the scene in a poetic style – There we 
seated ourselves down in order to take view of what our eyes might 
behold toward our own native country chiefly in silent meditation, the 
mighty works of nature claimed much of my attention …..in the 
evening arrived …. All in pretty good health.  I stood the journey better 
than I expected to though pretty tired…… 

If it was possible just to step over and spend the evening with what 
pleasure would we go—but that is denied us while this is our 
habitation…… I have written a letter to you since the first of this was 
written and sent by Joseph Hancock.  He is the waggoner we expect to 
perform the service….. If he does not get there in three or four weeks 
you need not look for him this time…..spent the afternoon in hunting 
strawberries…… we have two tables in the house and what more would 
you wish to hear…… old Hatton preaches a great deal about getting 
the enemy out of the people’s houses but I think he has not got in ours it 
is too tite…… I wish you had Dick.  I know the disadvantage but I am 
afraid him with everybody he has never been rode but once since we 
arrived.  With my best respects I bid adieu in which J. joins. 

  Rachel Garretson Penrose 
  wife of Josiah Penrose” 
 
The Aaron Garretson, Sr. family is shown in the Federal 

census for 1800 and 1810 in St. Clair Township, followed by 
Napier Township in 1820 and 1830.  Volume 5 of the Bedford 
County Archives shows “Aron Garitson” paying $431 in taxes in 
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Napier Township in 1817.  His will states he is of St. Clair 
Township, so without further quibbling we will simply note that 
the two townships adjoin each other in Quaker Valley where 
they lived.   

Family of Aaron Garretson, Sr. 
Aaron Garretson, Sr. born 16 Jan 1759 in York Co., PA, died 24 Aug 
1830 in St. Clair Twp, Bedford Co., PA, married 13 Oct 1779 in 
Warrington Twp, York Co., PA to Mary Hammond born 18 Jun 1755, 
died abt 1832 in Bedford Co., PA 
Children: 
1. John Garretson 
2. William Garretson married to Sara Wilson 
3. Benjamin Garretson married 10 Apr 1816 to Hannah Way 
4. Elizabeth Garretson married to William Hiner 
5. Mary Garretson married to William Owens 
6. Joseph Garretson born 18 Mar 1786, died 2 Jan 1846 married 

Elizabeth Hewitt 
7. Aaron Garretson, Jr. born 10 Oct 1794 in Warrington Twp, York Co., 

PA, died Oct 1851 Bedford Co., PA, married 21 Jun 1820 in 
Warrington MM, York Co., PA to Hannah Miller born 16 Nov 1802 
in Newbury Twp , York Co., PA, died 30 Dec 1892 in Monroe Twp, 
Linn Co., IA 

8. Sarah Garretson b. Jun 1798 d. 9 Nov 1859 m. Benjamin Ober 
9. Nathan Garretson born 30 Sep 1800, died 19 Jan 1865 married 21 Jan 

1830 to Mary Penrose born 31 Jul 1803, died 24 Apr 1883 
 

Quakers are more properly called Friends, members of the 
Religious Society of Friends, a Christian religion that has its 
roots in England in the 17th century.  Their practices are marked 
by simple living, plain dress, and plain speech.  They did not 
support slavery or believe in wars and had strict rules of 
conduct.  They were not allowed to attend other churches and 
could be disowned if they did.  They could also be disowned for 
fighting and other bad behavior.  They kept meticulous records 
of these transgressions and other events at their Monthly 
Meetings. 

Aaron’s family had their share of problems recorded.  It is 
sometimes difficult to tell which “Nathan” or which “John” is 
being referred to, but careful analysis shows it is likely that 
every one of Aaron Garretson, Sr.’s children at one time or 
another ran afoul of the beliefs and practices of the Friends, as 
shown in the Dunnings Creek Monthly Meeting: 
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7-13-1806 “John Garretson attending this meeting offered the 

following acknowledgements:  To Dunnings Creek Monthly Meeting, 
Dear Friends, I, the subscriber by birth, have had a right of membership 
among Friends but have heretofor too much neglected the attendance of 

our religious meetings and through giving was to the persuasion of 
others have so far fallen into error as to be guilty of joining with them 
in dancing and afterwards unguardedly attempting to evade the 
charge; for which misconduct I am sorry and desire Friends to pass it 
by and continue me under their care hoping by amendment of life my 
future conduct may be worthy.  Given under my hand this 13th of the 
7th mon. 1806.   John Garretson” 

6-15-1808 “William and John Garretson, Nathan Hammond Jr, and 
Samuel Hammond have neglected the attendance of meetings and also 
attended the Muster.” 

10-12-1808 “The womens Meeting informs this that Elizabeth 
Hiner, formerly Garretson, has accomplished her marriage to a man not 
a member of our Society, she having been precautioned; therefor this 

Old Quaker Meeting House in Dunnings Creek, PA, circa 1832 



 
 
 

The History of the Hickman Family of Northwest Cedar Rapids, Iowa 

 117

Meeting appoints Thomas Jennings and William Blackburn to prepare 
a testimony against her and produce it to next meeting.” 

8-11-1813 “Benjamin Garretson having had a birthright amongst 
Friends, but for want of duty attending to devine truth in his heart 
hath so far given way to evil as to be guilty of fighting and attending 
Muster for which he being tenderly treated with and not appearing in a 
suitable disposition of mind to concern his misconduct we hereby 
disown him from being a member of our Religious Society until his 
future conduct recommend him worthy, which is our desire for him.” 

8-10-1814 “The women’s Meeting informs this that Mary Owen, 
formerly Garretson, has accomplished her marriage by the assistance of 
a magistrate with a man not in membership with us.” 

3-13-1816 “The Preparative Meeting informs this that Aaron 
Garretson Jr. attended two marriages accomplished out of the unity of 
Friends.” 

5-15-1816 “Whereas I the subscriber, having had a birthright 
amongst Friends, but through unguardedness have deviated so far from 
their established order as to be guilty of attending two marriages 
accompllished out of the unity of Friends one of each were members of 
the Society for which disorderly conduct I am sorry and desire Friends 
to pass this my offence by and continue me under their care and 
otherwise hoping I shall be more careful in the future.  Aaron 
Garretson (Jr.)” 

7-10-1816 “I the subscriber, having had a right of membership 
amongst Friends but through unguardedness have given way so far to 
passion as to be guilty of attending two marriages accompished out of 
the unity of Friends one of each was a member of the Society of Friends 
for which disorderly conduct I am now sorry and hope Friends will 
pass this, my offence by and continue me under their care and oversight 
hoping I shall be more careful in the future this 7th month, 10th day, 
1816.   Joseph Garretson” 

5 -  - 1825 “Sarah Over, formerly Garretson, married out”. 
5-16-1832 “Nathan Garretson reported fighting, he does not deny.” 
 
Of course there were other entries for our Garretsons that 

represented more respectable events, such as being cleared for 
marriage, requests to move to another Monthly Meeting, 
appointments as elder or overseer, etc. 
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Aaron Sr. died in 1830, his will dated 15 August 1830 and 
probated 24 August 1830 in St. Clair Twp. (somewhat 
abbreviated): 

 
I Aaron Garretson being sick and weak in body but of sound mind 

memory and understanding praised be God for it and considering the 
certainty of death and the uncertainty of the time thereof and to the end 
I may be the better prepared to leave this world whenever it shall please 
God to call me hence do therefore make and declare this my last will 
and testament in manner following, that is to say first and principally I 
commend my soul into the hands of Almighty God my creator, hoping 
for free pardon and remission of all my sins and to enjoy everlasting 
happiness in the heavenly kindom through Jesus Christ my Saviour, 
my body I commit to the earth at the discretion of my surviving friends, 
and as to such worldly estate wherein it hath pleased God to entrust 
me, I dispose of the same as follows: 

1.  To my wife Mary, the full privilege and use of the dwelling house 
and garden and two milch cows and as much of my household effects as 
she may think proper to keep. 

2.  To my sons John, William, Joseph & Benjamin I have already 
given their respective shares. 

3.  To my son Aaron $200 to be paid in the following manner - fifty 
dollars in one year after the decease of my wife Mary, and fifty dollars 
annually until paid. 

4.  To my daughter Sarah Over, the sum of fifty dollars and a new 
side-saddle to be paid in one year after my decease. 

5.  To my grand-daughter Ann Owens, one good bed & bedding and 
new bedstead, bureau and spinning wheel and fifty dollars to be paid 
when she arrives at the age of 21 years and that she live with her 
grandmother until she comes of age. 

6.  To my son Nathan, the farm or plantation on which I at present 
reside - subject to the following payments and bequests, to wit, two 
hundred dollars to my son Aaron in the way and manner herein before 
mentioned, $25 annually to my wife Mary to give her twenty four 
bushels of wheat, one hundred and fifty pounds of pork and a hind 
quarter of beef (to weigh at least 75 pounds) yearly and every year 
during her natural life, and find her in fire wood ready cut at the door, 
and to feed and pasture her cows with his own, 

6,  The balance after payment of any debts, to my son Aaron 
provided it doesn't exceed $100, if it does the over plus to be equally 
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divided between my 3 daughters Elizabeth Hinor, Mary Owens and 
Sarah Over, share and share alike. 

7.  At the decease of my wife Mary, my grand-daughter Ann Owens 
shall have a cow.  Any residue equally divided to my three daughters as 
aforesaid. 

Executors to be my sons Aaron Garretson and Nathan Garretson 
and my trusty friend Nathan Hammond. 

 
Aaron Garretson, Jr., our 2nd great-grandfather, followed in his 

father’s footsteps by also being the 7th child in his family, this 
time of nine children instead of ten.  His farm was in St. Clair 
Township of Bedford County, PA and, except for a brief hiatus 
or two in Ohio, he lived there for the rest of his life.  He married 
Hannah Miller, granddaughter of Robert Miller from Ireland 
and they continued the Quaker tradition in their family.  Before 
they could marry, of course, they had to announce their 
intentions to the Friends at the Dunnings Creek Monthly 
Meeting of 11 May 1820, and the marriage took place on 21 June 
1820.  On 12 July 1820, “… the overseers of the Aaron Garretson 
marriage report that it was orderly.” 

Later, in November of that year, Aaron and Hannah requested 
a certificate to be joined with Centre Monthly Meeting, Ohio.  It’s 
not clear what the attraction was to that area, Clinton County, 
Ohio, but a Biographical Record at the Linn County, Iowa 
Genealogical Society states that “When a young man, he [Aaron, 
Jr.] went to Ohio, making the journey on foot, and took possession of a 
farm near Dayton which his father had given him.  That region was 
then all wild and unimproved, and after spending one year there he 
returned to the Keystone state.  After his marriage he purchased a farm 
in Bedford county, PA, at the foot of the Allegheny mountains ... Both 
he and his wife were members of the Society of Friends.” 

This seems to imply that he walked almost 300 miles from 
Bedford County, PA to Clinton County, OH before his marriage 
and that his father had been there before him.  Did Aaron, Sr. 
somehow buy that property from Bedford County by 
correspondence?  Did Aaron, Jr. really go out there when he was 
single or is that sketch confusing his trip with the one he and 
Hannah took shortly after their marriage?  As mentioned above, 
Aaron and Hannah requested the certificate of removal to Ohio 
after they were married.  The Quaker records in Clinton County, 
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Ohio clearly show that Aaron and Hannah arrived there in May 
of 1821.  In December their first son, Thomas, was born.  For 
some reason, they decided to return to Pennsylvania and in June 
of 1823 they requested a certificate of removal back to Dunnings 
Creek.  In November they arrived back in Bedford County and 
their second child, Mary, was born the following month.  An 
interesting sidelight to this puzzle is that Aaron’s Aunt Mary 
Garretson Owens moved to Clinton County, Ohio in 1826, since 
her request for removal to that Monthly Meeting was received 
by Dunnings Creek on 14 June. 

The family thrived and multiplied until there were 10 
children.  In the interim, Aaron had been serving Dunnings 
Creek as Overseer but in February of 1834 he requested to be 
relieved of that responsibility, which was granted the following 
month. 

 
Family of Aaron Garretson, Jr. 

Aaron Garretson, Jr. born 10 Oct 1794 in Warrington Twp, York Co., 
PA, died Oct 1851 in Bedford Co., PA, married 21 Jun 1820 in 
Dunnings Creek MM, Bedford Co., PA to Hannah Miller born 16 Nov 
1802 in Newbury Twp, York Co., PA, died 30 Dec 1892 in Toddville, 
IA 
Children: 
1. Thomas Garretson born 9 Dec 1821 in Ohio, died 1 Nov 1905 in 

Toddville, IA, married 20 Jul 1848 in Bedford Co., PA to Sophia 
Bener born abt 1839 in PA, died 30 Apr 1906 

2. Mary Garretson born 24 Dec 1823 in PA,      married in May 
1843 in Bedford Co. to Moses Rogers 

3. Sarah Garretson born 21 Apr 1826, died abt 1838 
4. Deborah Garretson born 29 Mar 1829, married David Snyder before 
1851 
5. Martha Garretson born 11 Oct 1831, died abt 1852 
6. Edith Garretson born 4 Mar 1834, died abt 1853 
7. Eli M. Garretson born 9 Aug 1836 in Bedford Co., died 14 Mar 1882 

in Linn Co., IA, married 15 May 1859 in Bedford Co. to Rebecca 
McCreary born 3 Aug 1840 in Schellsburg, PA, died 8  May 1915 in 
Linn Co., IA 

8. Edwin V. Garretson born 8 May 1839 in Bedford Co., died after 1899 
in Marion, IA, married 17 May 1865 in Linn Co., IA to Angela W. 
Andrews 

9. Moses R. Garretson born 15 Jan 1842 in Bedford Co., died 15 Oct 
1864 in Linn Co., IA 
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10. George R. Garretson born 28 Apr 1845 in Bedford Co., died 24 Jan 
1926 in Lodi, California, married 23 Nov 1869 in Linn Co., IA to 
Lavinia C. Lanning born 14 Oct 1848 
 
Aaron’s daughter Mary was the first of his children to get 

married, to one Moses Rogers, Scots-Irish and NOT a Quaker!  
Nevertheless, being a proud father and wanting to do it up right, 
he prepared a wedding dinner for her in late April or early May 
of 1843.  Of course other Quakers got wind of it, and at the next 
Monthly Meeting, in May, it was brought up and he didn’t deny 
it.  Apparently it was one thing to have a daughter marry a non-
Friend, for which she alone could be disowned, but to glorify it 
by preparing a wedding dinner for her was unpardonable on his 
part.  The Friends mulled it over for five months and finally 
disowned Aaron at the October 11 Meeting.  Not only that, the 
following year his wife Hannah attended an outside marriage 
and also assisted with entertainment.  These events probably 
signal the beginning of the end of our Garretson line Quaker 
connection. 

Aaron wrote his will on 22 September 1851 and died the 
following month.  The terms (abbreviated) were: 

 
I will and bequeath all my estate both real and personal to my dearly 

beloved wife Hannah for and during her natural life together with all 
notes bonds and book accounts that are to me owing, and if there should 
not be a sufficiency of such accounts to pay all my just debts and 
funeral charges she shall have the priviledge to sell any part of my 
personal property that she can spare either at public or private sales in 
order to discharge said debts. 

 It is also my will that my son in law David Snider and his wife shall 
remain on the place and crop the same for my wife as long as her and 
them can agree and he shall deliver the incomes and profits of the same 
to my wife according to the Custom of the Country as they can agree on 
the same which shall go to support of any my said wife and family and 
if there should be any overplus it may be applied to the paying of debts 
and after all my just debts are paid as aforesaid, then it is my will that 
my said wife shall have all the balance and remainder of all my estate 
both real and personal to be hers, and entirely hers, and to be disposed 
of by her Will or otherwise as she may see proper. 
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And moreover she may exchange any Lots pieces or parcels of my 
land for any other lots or pieces of land that she may think 
advantageous to her or the family and any deed or title that she may ---
- for said land or any part thereof shall be good and valid to all intents 
and purposes. 

And I do nominate, constitute and appoint my said dearly beloved 
Wife Hannah and my Son in law Moses Rogers Executors of this my 
last will and testament 

Signed Sealed & delivered in the presence of Gideon Rodgers and 
James Blackburn. 

 
Shortly after Aaron’s death in 1851, Hannah joined the 

Dunkard Church (German Baptist Brethren).  Her children and 
their families appear to have drifted away from the Society of 
Friends.   

Eli Garretson, our great-grandfather and, for the third time in 
a row, a 7th child, was the only one of five brothers who did not 
serve in the Civil War.  It is not known if this was because he 
had stronger religious beliefs (the Brethren were against wars 
also) or if it was just a personal decision.   He was a young 
farmer in St. Clair Township whose nearby neighbours were the 
Benjamin McCreary family and he had married Rebecca Ann in 
1859.  His first child Jane was one year old the year the Civil War 
broke out and the timing was bad for him. 

But not for his oldest brother and oldest child in the family.  
Thomas served four years in the 84th Pennsylvania Volunteer 
Infantry, part of the Army of the Potomac, and lived to tell the 
tale.  He was 40 years old with six children when he joined up, 
and he and Sophia had one more child after the war.  He went 
on to live just one month shy of 84 years. 

Edwin enlisted in July of 1863 and served in Company E, 21st 
PA Cavalry, his command being one of four companies which 
were placed on detached duty.  During his service he contracted 
typhoid fever, but remained at the front and did not return home 
until chronic diarrhea set in, when he was granted a two-weeks' 
furlough.  As his term of enlistment had expired, he never 
returned to the front but was mustered out in February of 1864.  
After the move to Linn County, Iowa, he was a farmer, 
Republican, assessor and school director.  He and his wife 
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Angela were members of the Christian Church where she was a 
deaconess.  He retired in February of 1899 and then lived in 
Marion at the corner of Eleventh Street and Fourteenth Avenue. 

Hannah had lived with her son Moses after Aaron died up 
until September of 1861 when he went down to Schellsburg and 
enlisted in Company H of the 55th PA Volunteers.  The 
application shows he was 5’ 10” tall with fair complexion, blue 
eyes and light hair.  In December of 1862 he was in Beaufort, 
South Carolina where he decided to re-enlist for three more 
years.  In the spring of 1864 he reported sick, having had 
sunstroke on the battlefield bringing on quick consumption.  He 
was first taken to Baltimore and later to Philadelphia, from 
which city Edwin brought him to Iowa, where he died eight 
days later at the age of 21.  He was a Quaker by birthright but 
belonged to no church.  Since he had no spouse or children, 
Hannah was paid his monthly pension of $12 until she died.  
When Edwin returned from the military, Hannah lived with his 
family until her death. 

George (Riley) Garretson was just 16 years old when he went 
to Schellsburg to enlist as a drummer in October of 1861.  He 
was only 5’ tall with fair complexion, blue eyes and light hair.  
On the application form he made a point of scratching out the 
word “soldier” and entering the word “musician” above it.  He 
served in Company G, 101st PA Volunteers until November of 
1862 when he became ill and was medically discharged in 
Suffolk, Massachusetts.  The doctor indicated on the form “being 
a boy underfed, affected by chronic diarrhea.”  He returned home to 
Pennsylvania, but he recovered enough to re-enlist in February 
of 1864, this time in Company H, 55th PA Volunteers.  Later that 
year he was wounded in the right arm at Chapman's farm, 
Virginia, but he stayed on until the close of the war.  He returned 
to Iowa where the rest of the Garretsons were, married, had a 
family, moved to California where in 1926 at age 80 he was 
killed in an automobile crash in Lodi.   

For some reason Iowa beckoned to the Garretsons in 1864.  It 
could have had something to do with the passage of the 
Homestead Act of 1862 which provided for settling on public 
lands free of charge if you lived on the property and maintained 
and improved it for five years.  But why leave Bedford County 
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after the Garretsons had lived there for over 60 years?  Eli 
Garretson was young and probably lured by the adventure of 
moving west to start fresh with a larger farm and greater 
economic  opportunity.  At any rate, they arrived in Linn County 
on 29 April 1864:  Mother Hannah Garretson, son Eli Garretson 
and wife Rebecca with three children, son Edwin who was 
single, and probably daughter Mary with husband Moses Rogers 
and their children.  They settled in Monroe Township near 
Toddville just north of Cedar Rapids. 

Three of Hannah’s daughters had died by then, son Thomas 
came out the following year with his wife and six children, son 
George (Riley) also came out in 1865, son Moses came in the fall 
of 1864 but died soon after, and daughter Deborah with her 
husband probably came in approximately the same period. 

Our ancestors Eli and Rebecca went on to have 8 children, all 
girls!  The parents are buried at Dunkard Cemetery. 

 
Family of Eli M. Garretson 

Eli M. Garretson born 9 Aug 1836 in Bedford Co., PA, died 14 Mar 
1882 in Linn Co., IA, married 15 May 1859 in Bedford Co., PA to 
Rebecca Ann McCreary born 3 Aug 1840 in Schellsburg, PA, died 8 
May 1915 in Linn Co. 
Children: 
1. Jane M. Garretson born 16 May 1860 in Bedford Co., PA, died 24 

May 1949 in Linn Co., IA, married 13 Jan 1876 Linn Co. to Peter G. 
W. Van Fossen born 20 Apr 1852, died 14 Jan 1925 Linn Co. 

2. Mary Hannah Garretson born 4 Apr 1862 in Schellsburg, Bedford 
Co., PA, died 9 Oct 1947 Linn Co., married 13 Mar 1883 to Samuel 
James Hagerman born 22 Jan 1853 Linn Co., died 15 Mar 1922 Linn 
Co. 

3. Sarah M. Garretson born 1 Mar 1864 in Bedford Co., died 29 Jan 
1950 in Linn Co., married 18 Dec 1884 to Homer G. Andrews born 8 
Mar 1862 Linn Co., died 5 Feb 1953 Linn Co. 

4. Lydia Ann Garretson born 22 Mar 1868 in Linn Co., died 1 Oct 1943 
in Linn Co., married 19 Mar 1885 in Linn Co. to George Gray 
Hagerman born 20 Mar 1859 Linn Co., died 6 Oct 1942 in Linn Co. 

5. Ida F. Garretson born 14 Oct 1870 in Linn Co., died 10 Mar 1969 in 
Linn Co., married 9 Dec 1888 Linn Co. to Francis Marion Newman 
born 29 Nov 1867, died 23 Sep 1923 Linn Co. 

6. Elizabeth B. Garretson born 31 May 1875 in Linn Co., died 11 Jan 
1876 in Linn Co. 
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7. Alice May Garretson born 11 Apr 1877 in Linn Co., died 21 Feb 1937 
in Cedar Rapids, married 24 Dec 1893 to Gustaf Anders Gustafsson 
born 14 Apr 1871 in Hafvan, Sweden, died 10 May 1896 in 
Estherville, IA 

 2nd husband of Alice May Garretson: 
    married 7 Dec 1900 in Toddville, IA to William Alpheus Hickman 

born 8 Sep 1873 in Benton Co., died 26 Feb 1954 Cedar Rapids 
8. Elsie Maud Garretson born 11 Apr 1877 in Linn Co., died 5 Jul 1892 

in Linn Co. 
 

Alice May Garretson, our Grandma Hickman, was yet another 
7th child in the family, as were the three Garretsons in our line 
that preceded her.  It was not discussed much at all in our 
family, but as we look back it appears that Alice had more than 
her share of misfortune.  She was born in 1877 along with her 
twin sister Elsie Maud.  Her father died at age 45 when she was 
just four years old.  She had rheumatic heart disease from the 
time she was seven years old.  Elsie died in 1892 when they were 
only 15.  She married Gus when she was 16 years old, but he 
died 2 ½ years later leaving her a widow at 19 with a one year 
old child.  She was a seamstress for a time before she married 

Gravestone of Alice and Elsie in Dunkard Cemetery 
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our Grandpa Hickman four years later, and their second child 
was struck by polio.  Her grandson Paul served in the U. S. 
Army in World War 2, and just two months before V-E day he 
was killed in a flame-thrower accident at age 22.  Her sister 
Elizabeth, born just before her, died at seven months, but the 
other six sisters lived to an average age of 86.  Alice, however, 
died before her 60th birthday of heart trouble.  She and Elsie and 
Gus are also buried at Dunkard Cemetery.  Appendix B contains 
several letters written to her from various friends and relatives. 

This completes our father’s side of the equation.  Now we 
mustn’t neglect our mother’s side, and we won’t.  They are next 
on our Czech list.   

 
 

Nor you, ye Proud, impute to these the fault  
If Memory o'er their tomb no trophies raise, 

Where through the long-drawn aisle and fretted vault 
The pealing anthem swells the note of praise. 
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5. Holan and Vesely 
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Holan and Vesely 

 

1870s Advertisement for Emigrants 
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Bohemia, now a part of what is called the Czech Republic, was 
the home of the only great-grandparents we have that 
immigrated to America in the 19th century instead of the 18th.  It 
is an historic country of central Europe that was a kingdom in 
the Holy Roman Empire and subsequently a province in the 
Habsburgs' Austrian Empire.  As in most European countries, 
there was religious strife.  Protestantism had been gaining 
acceptance until in 1618 the Protestants revolted against the 
Catholic Habsburgs but were suppressed by Catholic forces.  
Over the years most of the population gradually converted to 
Roman Catholicism. 

Up until 1848 the situation for small farmers was similar to 
that faced by German peasants in the 18th century.  They were 
serfs with little freedom owing allegiance to a master, and 
official permission from the government was required to leave 
the country and without it there were severe penalties.  There 
was another revolt in 1848 and again the rule of the Habsburgs 
survived, but shortly after that, serfdom was abolished and there 
was greater freedom in the land.  

However, industrialization brought the mechanization of 
farming and small family farms were unable to compete.  Such 

Bohemia in 1870 Europe 
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farmers were barely able to survive by the fruits of their own 
labor.  Many were forced off their land, either hiring out to the 
larger estates or leaving the country.  The emigration laws had 
been liberalized, but after the Austrian army was defeated by the 
Prussians, emigration consent was complicated by the 
requirement of military service for young men.  When they 
attained age 21 they were entered in a lottery and if they drew a 
high enough number, they would not have to enter the military 
that year.  But they were placed in a lottery again the following 
year together with the new 21 year olds and the process was 
repeated.  This was done again for a third year and if high 
enough numbers were drawn during these three years so that 
they did not have to serve, they were then placed in a reserve for 
the following ten years.  Unfortunately, during this entire 13 
year process permission to emigrate was denied, whereas those 
who had actually had military service were allowed to leave if 
they wanted. 

Joseph Holan, our great-grandfather, may well have been 
caught up in that dilemma.  There was a Josef Holan “age 34” 
who on 2 February 1870 arrived in New York on the bark 
Harzburg from Bremen.  Holan is a relatively common 
Bohemian surname but since our Joseph would have been 33 in 
1870 this was probably him.  He had a wife Franciska and four 
young children.  That age would coincide quite well with three 
years of military deferment after age 21 plus the 10 years reserve 
requirement.  Actually, those who left the country without 
permission outnumbered those who left legally by about 10 to 1.  
But with a wife and children it would have been very difficult to 
simply run away unnoticed.  He was a Catholic farmer who 
probably ran into trouble in those difficult times and the promise 
of greater opportunity in America beckoned.  After his military 
reserve period, he probably applied legally for permission, 
received it, and left with his family for America.  There were 
many Bohemians doing this at the time.  They were generally 
poor people, uneducated, nearly illiterate and hardly able to 
undersign documents who learned in a hurry, matured and soon 
thrived in the free environment of late 19th century America.  The 
following letter back home from an immigrant to Cedar Rapids, 
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Iowa in 1868 is probably typical of how most of them reacted to 
their new home: 

 
     “In to my opinion, I will say only following: In Bohemia, everything 
is cooked at home in a big pot on the sly, in order the nation had no idea 
what´s happened - but here, the nation is free ! And people are informed 
about everything. I had enough time to look at the freedom principles 
and I am ready now to become a citizen of American principles and 
freedom. Nobody is forced here to do what he dislikes and nobody is 
condemned to be a second-rate and lawless individual. I will defend the 
rights and freedom of the American Union by the same way as the 
society will protect  me against the unlawful and severe treatment.”  
 

The Joseph Holan family settled in Tama County, Iowa near 
the town of Chelsea.    Franciska was his first wife and they had 
two more children born in America where she died shortly after 
her last child was born.  Joseph remarried, to Katherine Vesely 
Polecek in 1877 and had four more children with her.  He 
became a citizen of the United States on the 24th of February 1881 
by obtaining a naturalization certificate in Toledo, the seat of 
Tama County. 

 
Family of Joseph Marion Holan, Sr. 

Joseph Marion Holan, Sr. born May 1837 in Bohemia, died abt. 1906 in 
Chelsea, Iowa, married before 1857 in Bohemia to Franciska _____ 
born 1832 in Bohemia, died 1874 in Tama Co., IA 
Children: 
1. Frank Holan born 1857 in Bohemia 
2. Joseph Holan born between 1860 – 1864 in Bohemia 
3. Vincel Holan born 4 Oct 1864 in Bohemia, married 11 Feb 1892 in 

Irving, Iowa to Annie Hanousek born 18 Jul 1874 in Bohemia 
4. Mary Holan born 1869 in Bohemia 
5. John L. Holan born 14 Mar 1873 in Tama Co, IA, died 18 Feb 1916 
6. Anna Holan born 1874 in Chelsea, IA 
2nd wife of Joseph Marion Holan, Sr.: 
married 7 Feb 1877 in Tama, IA to Katherine Vesely Polecek, daughter 
of Joseph Vesely, born 25 Nov 1845 in Bohemia, died 20 Sep 1933  in 
Cedar Rapids, IA 
Children: 
1. Frances M. “Fanny” Holan born 19 Feb 1878 in Chelsea, IA, died 12 

Jun 1965 in Cedar Rapids, IA,  
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Joseph Holan becomes a Citizen of the United States of America 
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married abt. 23 Nov 1900 in Cedar Rapids to John Wesley Fegley 
born 4 Oct 1867 in Elimsport, PA, died Apr 1954 in Cedar Rapids 

2. Joseph Marion Holan, Jr. born 14 Nov 1879 in Chelsea, IA, died 8 
Feb 1942 in Chelsea, married 11 Sep 1906 in Chelsea to Clara Emma 
Sodomka born 12 Jan 1888 Hancock, IA died 7 Jul 1968 in Cedar 
Rapids 

3. Frank Holan born 6 Apr 1881 in Chelsea, died 14 Oct 1930 in 
Carlton, Oregon 

4. Anezka (Agnes) Holan born Dec 1884 in Iowa, died before 1910 
 

 

 
 

Katherine Vesely Polecek was our great-grandmother and 
second wife of Joseph Holan, Sr.  Kate or Katie, as she was 
known, was born in Bohemia in 1845, daughter of Joseph Vesely.  

Vesely, translated meaning 
“cheerful”, is the 5th most 
common Czech surname 
(Novak is number 1).  She 
married a Mr. Polecek in 
Bohemia.  Katie immigrated to 
America in 1875 so her first 
husband either died in Bohemia 
or on the voyage to America 
with her.  It is not known if she 
had children by her first 
husband.  She met and married 
Joseph Holan in 1877 and they 
farmed their property in Salt 
Creek Township, Tama County 
near Chelsea ‘til Joseph died in 
1906.  He is buried in the Holan 
Cemetery near Belle Plaine. 
There were several other 

Josef Holan Grave.  His property was 
over the hill beyond. 
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Bohemian immigrants who had 
migrated to the Chelsea area, and 
on some of the tax lists the home 
villages in Europe are shown.  
Many of them came from the area 
near Tábor, a town about 50 miles 
south of Prague.  We know that 
families often traveled in groups 
from the same area, so there is a 
possibility that our Joseph and 
Katherine came from there.  An 
article appearing at the 
University of South Bohemia’s 
Internet site states that “the area 
around ……. Tabor is like a fairy 
tale, a picturesque landscape with old 
farmers´ homesteads on village 
plazas, proud palaces and castles, 
small blue ponds full of carps, tiny 
hills, meadows and woods.”  But 
since Holan and Vesely are very 
common surnames in the current 
day Czech Republic, it has been difficult to verify this location as 
theirs. 

After Joseph’s death, Katie married a John Shimek but in 1912 
after he died she moved into Cedar Rapids.  Her granddaughter 
Helen gives this account: 

 
“My grandmother, Katherine, gave her farm in Chelsea to her son 

Joe with the agreement he would take care of her until she died.  Seems 
he got married and Aunt Clara didn't get along with my grandma so 
she had to get out.  My father said she positively couldn't come to live 
with us in the tiny house with no bathroom but come she did and lived 
with us until she died at a ripe old age - never understood a word of 
English.  We were to receive a box of apples and a half hog but I think it 
happened a couple of times at the most.” 

 

Czech language inscription: 
Naroz i Èechách (born a Czech 

 roku 1830 year 1830) 
 Zemíel (died 

 roku 1906 year 1906) 
Stáøí (age 

76 rokú 76 years) 
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 Cedar Rapids is a city with an 
important Bohemian cultural 
heritage.  Several families 
immigrated directly to this mid-
size city about 40 miles east of 
Chelsea.  It is estimated that more 
than 20% of its population is at 
least of partial Bohemian descent.  
It is the site of the National Czech 
and Slovak Museum, close by a 
small shopping area called the 
Czech Village.  Katie’s daughter’s 
family lived on 6th street in 
northwest Cedar Rapids and 
moved to a larger house on the 
same street in the early 1920s.  

Katie died in 1933 and is buried at the Pleasant Hill Cemetery 
southwest of Belle Plaine in Tama County. 

Our grandmother Frances M. “Fanny” Holan was the oldest 
child of Joseph and Katie.  Soon after she completed the 8th grade 
in school, she left home and moved first to Belle Plaine and later 
to Cedar Rapids where she arrived when she was about 14 years 
old.  She worked in a hotel dining room and in a very short time 
was put in charge of all the girls working there.  She was 
brought up a Catholic but went to a meeting of single women at 
a Protestant church in Cedar Rapids.  One of her family friends 
from home saw her there and told her she would go to Hell 
because she wasn't Catholic and should stay out of Protestant 
churches!  This apparently soured her view of Catholicism and 
she was later to become a Methodist and to remain strictly anti-
Catholic throughout her life.  Her daughter Helen once asked 
her why she left the Catholic Church, and all she said was she 
never understood the confession part. 

After her marriage, raising children, and the retirement of her 
husband John Fegley, she began changing over her home to a 
nursing home for men.  She had always been skilled at nursing 
and had the leadership qualities that that type of operation 
requires.  She did care for elderly men at her establishment but 

The National Czech and Slovak 
Museum in Cedar Rapids 
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there were also others who were younger with some type of 
disability. 

This writer, Fanny’s grandson, had the privilege to be present 
in her household often enough over the years to become well 
acquainted with her “patients”, as they were called.  Mr. 
Andrews was one of the older ones who had a clear mind and 
only a bad leg that kept him rather immobile.  He was Fanny’s 
trusty lieutenant who helped out some in her brief absences.  Mr. 
Buckley was also an older man who apparently had a stroke, 
and regardless of the question would always answer with a long, 
drawn-out “yaaaah”. 

Vern was a man in his 30s or 40s who had a broken back that, 
although healed, would not allow him to bend over or sit.  It was 
rumored that he was abusing drugs (although we didn’t call it 
that then) and indeed he was finally asked to leave after some 
strange and mysterious event.  Harold True was a young truck 
driver involved in an accident that left him a paraplegic.  He was 
a witty, interesting man that sat in his wheelchair on Fanny’s 
porch on the 6th street side constantly chattering about this and 
that and making jokes.  It was only in some rare, unguarded 
moments that the pain and hopelessness of his situation would 
betray the smile on his face. 

The most interesting of all was a man named Cy.  He was 
blind and could do nothing but lie on his back in bed.  He did 
listen to the radio and was very bright with an interest in current 
events.  Amazingly, he had a very upbeat attitude and whenever 
we would visit he would holler out our names and always had 
something to say about happenings of the day.  He was 
incapable of using his arms to eat, and Fanny incredibly and 
patiently fed him his meals, one spoon at a time, for the rest of 
her life.  There was a special closeness between them, Fanny 
often sitting at his bedside quietly talking with him for what 
seemed like hours to a young observer.  After Fanny died, this 
writer was passing through Center Point, Iowa and stopped in to 
see grandaunt Ida Garretson Newman who was in a local 
nursing home, still going strong in her late 90s.  As I visited with 
her, I heard a familiar voice in another room call out my name.  
It was Cy, still very upbeat, very interested, wanting to visit. 
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And finally, it’s important to mention Grandma’s kolaches.  
Whenever we visited Grandma’s house, there always seemed to 
be a fresh batch of regular kolaches ready to be devoured.  These 
were not the fancy kind with exotic fruit combinations in the 
center.  They were simply good round dough, just chewy 
enough, with a dark prune center.  They were simple, and 
delicious.  To this day, we reminisce about those kolaches 
(pronounced KO’ lotchas) of Grandma’s. 

To learn more about Fanny’s own family, we will need to 
relate the story of her husband’s Fegley line.  But first, it is 
appropriate to investigate how the Marsh folks fit in, the only 
surname of our great-grandparents never to set foot in Iowa. 

 
 

Far from the madding crowd's ignoble strife,  
Their sober wishes never learn'd to stray; 

Along the cool sequester'd vale of life 
They kept the noiseless tenour of their way. 
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6. The Marshes 
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The Marshes 
 

The Marsh name was spelled by the scribes in Pennsylvania in 
various ways over the years, first appearing sporadically as 
Mersch and Moersch (or Mörsch), sometimes without the “c”, 
and then evolving to Marsch and finally Marsh.  We know that 
they were Germanic, and they most likely came from the west of 
the Palatinate or Luxembourg.  If we look in the current German 
phone book, we find the three most common spellings are 
Mersch with 1,112, Marsch 923 and Moersch (or Mörsch) 541.  
Tiny Luxemburg shows 312 of Mersch, which is not surprising 
since there is a town by that name just north of the city of 
Luxembourg.  Of course in Germany there is a Merschbach 
about 20 miles east of the border with Luxembourg, a Mersch 
north of Dortmund, a Mersch northeast of Aachen, and a Mörsch 
(Moersch) just south of Karlsruhe. 

It appears that there were three Marsh brothers who came on 
the scene in the middle of the 18th century in America - 
Valentine, Adam and David.  Adam Marsh, our 5th great-
grandfather, was born in 1727 in Europe.  All of the usual 
sources fail to reveal an older Marsh immigrant that would fit 
this time period.  So apparently Adam arrived  in Pennsylvania 
as a very young man, and finding the land north of Philadelphia 
already beginning to fill up with settlers, he traveled north over 
50 miles where virgin land was available near Allentown.  He 
married Juliana Dieter, daughter of John and Elisabeth Dieter, in 
1746 at the Jordan Lutheran Church in Whitehall Township of 
then Bucks County, later Northampton. 

  But this area was still frontier-like and in contention by some 
Indian tribes who did not wish to give up their hunting grounds 
just because one tribe or other had signed an agreement with the 
government.  There were attacks and skirmishes that became 
more frequent, to the point where the settlers found it necessary 
in 1757 to petition the authorities for relief.  They complained 
that they had neither the arms nor ammunition nor money to 
defend themselves along a corridor that was 20 miles long and 8 
miles wide.  They said that there were several incidents of 
Indians lurking menacingly near the mountains, which likely 
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accounted for people being captured, beaten or murdered and 
their houses burned to the ground.  The petition was signed by 
78 people, including John Dieter and Adam Marsh. 

The Marshes and 
Dieters had to pull back 
from the frontier until the 
dust settled.  They 
retreated to Bedminster 
Township where they 
lived for a short while, 
attending the Tohickon 
Reformed Church.  When 

the government cleared out the Indians, the Marshes and Dieters 
went back into Northampton County and settled in Moore 
Township. 

 
Family of Adam Marsh, Sr. 

Adam Marsh born 1727 in Europe, died 20 Apr 1796 in Moore Twp, 
Northampton Co., Pennsylvania 
married 11 Dec 1746 in Bucks Co., PA to Juliana Dieter born 1727, 
died 1810-1820 in Pennsylvania 
Children: 
1. John Marsh born 1750 in Bucks Co., PA, died Jan 1821, married in 

1779 to Susanna Catherine _____ 
2. Adam Marsh, Jr. born 1755 in Northampton Co., PA, died about 

1828 in Lycoming Co., PA, married  in 1778 in Northampton Co. to 
Maria Elizabeth _____ born abt. 1757 in Northampton Co., died        
in 1799 in Pennsylvania 

 married about 1801 in Northampton Co. to Margaret _____ 
3. Casper Marsh born 1757 in Northampton Co., died 1834 married 

Marie Barbara Miller 
4. Susanna Marsh born 21 Aug 1760 in Bucks Co., PA 
5. Anna Catharine Marsh  
6. George Marsh 
7. Maria Marsh 

 
The family attended the Zion Stone Church north of 

Kreidersville and Adam and two sons contributed in the period 
of 1771 to 1773 toward a new church.  When the Revolutionary 
War started, like most Germans they were very conscious of the 
freedom they had, compared to the old country, and were loyal 
to the revolutionary cause.  In October of 1777 Adam Marsh and 
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John Dieter took the Oath of Allegiance and Fidelity to 
Pennsylvania to prove it.  Not only that, Adam served in the 
Pennsylvania Militia according to a Muster Roll of 14 May 1778.  
He was a Corporal in Captain Paul Flick’s 8th Company of the 4th 
Battalion of Northampton County. 

A list of landholders in 1779 Moore Township shows Adam as 
a miller with 70 acres, and his son John having 140 acres and 
serving as Collector of taxes.  In 1786 Adam is shown as a miller 
with a grist mill, having 50 acres, 2 horses and 3 cattle.  He died 
in 1796 leaving a will that left everything to his wife Juliana.  
After her death, everything that was left (including the mill) was 
to be sold and basically the proceeds to be divided up among the 
children. 

Adam Marsh, Jr., our 4th great-grandfather was born in 1755 
when the family lived in their original location near Allentown.  
He was of prime age for the Revolutionary War, and served in 
the Pennsylvania Militia as Private 1st Class under the command 
of Captain John Dieter of the 3rd Battallion of Northampton 

County.  But he took time 
enough to get married to 
Maria Elizabeth in 1778, a 
neighbour girl who was most 
likely from the Esch family.  
There are several references to 
Esch family members in close 
proximity to the Marshes, 
enough so to lead one to 
assume that she was an Esch 
herself.  However, there was 
no one document found that 
explicitly made this clear.  
Interestingly, Esch is not an 
unfamiliar name in 
Luxembourg.  It has been 
mentioned that Mersch is a 
town just north of the city of 
Luxembourg (closeby is a 



 
 
 

The History of the Hickman Family of Northwest Cedar Rapids, Iowa 

 142

town named Reckange-lès-Mersch), while just to its southwest is 
a town called Esch-sur-Alzette.  But in reality, there are several 
towns named Esch in Germany. 

Adam and Maria Elizabeth had 9 children and, as if on signal 
near the end of her child-bearing years, she died after the 9th was 
born, in 1799 at age 42.  This was a devastating development, but 
after matters were settled, Adam found another wife in a lady 
named Margaret and she bore him two children in Northampton 
by 1804.  After that, apparently the entire family picked up and 
moved, traveling some 80 miles northwest to Muncy Township 
in Lycoming County.  Adam became quite adept, and wealthy, 
in land transactions.  He was the highest bidder, $1200, for 600 
acres of land in Washington Township of Lycoming County.  
Then he sold off less than half of it to four different buyers for 
twice the price that he paid for the whole plat.  Adam died in 
1828 at age 73. 

 
Family of Adam Marsh, Jr. 

Adam Marsh, Jr. born 1755 in Northampton Co., PA, died about 1828 
in Lycoming County, PA, married in 1778 in Northampton Co. to 
Maria Elizabeth _____ born about 1757 in Northampton Co., died 1799 
in Northampton Co. 
Children: 
1. Catharine Marsh born 1 Feb 1779 in Northampton Co. 
2. Adam Marsh born 13 Feb 1780 in Northampton Co, died 19 Aug 

1860 in Summit Co., Ohio,  
 married Susanna Beer who died 1 Mar 1861 in Summit Co., Ohio 
3. Johan George Marsh born 9 Feb 1782 in Northampton Co. 
4. John Marsh born 1 Oct 1784 in Northampton Co. 
5. Elizabeth Marsh born 19 May 1789 in Northampton Co. 
6. Johan Jacob Marsh born 7 May 1791 in Northampton Co., died 25 

Jul 1866 in Lycoming Co., PA, married Mary Gortner born 3 May 
1791 in Pennsylvania, died 8 Jan 1862 in Lycoming Co., PA 

7. Magdalene Marsh born 1 Nov 1793 in Northampton Co., PA 
8. Margaret Marsh born 20 May 1795 in Northampton Co., PA 
9. Susanna Marsh born 24 Feb 1799 in Northampton Co., PA, married 

Michael Horlacher 
2nd wife of Adam Marsh, Jr.: 
married about 1801 in Northampton Co., PA to Margaret _____ 
Children: 
1. Lydia Marsh born 9 Jul 1803 in Northampton Co., PA 
2. Sarah Marsh born 11 Nov 1804 in Northampton Co., PA  
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Two of Adam’s sons, Adam III and George, moved to Ohio.  
Jacob, our 3rd great-grandfather, and John stayed in Lycoming 
County, living on adjacent farms in Washington Township.  
Jacob married Mary Gortner and they lived in Washington 
Township the rest of their lives, raising nine children, six of them 
girls.  They are buried in the Zion Lutheran Church Cemetery in 
Elimsport, PA. 

 
Family of Johan Jacob Marsh 

Johan Jacob Marsh born 7 May 1791 in Northampton Co., PA, died 25 
Jul 1866 in Lycoming Co., PA, married Mary Gortner born 3 May 1791 
in Pennsylvania, died 8 Jan 1862 in Lycoming Co., PA 
Children: 
1. John Marsh born 19 Nov 1814 in Lycoming Co., PA, died 19 Dec 

1881 in Lycoming Co., PA, married Hannah _____ born 18 Nov 1816 
in Pennsylvania, died 14 May 1876 in Lycoming Co., PA 

2. Catharine Marsh born 10 Sep 1815 in Lycoming Co., died 14 Mar 
1846 in Lycoming Co., married Daniel Bear born 26 Feb 1804, died 
19 Apr 1884 in Lycoming Co. 

3. Maria Marsh born 2 Aug 1820 in Lycoming Co., died 27 Jan 1854 in 
Lycoming Co., married William Breon died before 1867 

4. Lydia Marsh born 9 Feb 1823 in Pennsylvania, died 6 Jun 1899 in 
Lycoming Co., PA 

5. Jacob Marsh born 1824 in Pennsylvania, died 1884, married Lydia 
_____  

6. Caroline Marsh born 1826 married George Fulmer 
7. Rebecca Marsh born 7 Nov 1827 in Pennsylvania, died 26 Mar 1869 

in Lycoming Co., PA 
8. Mary Ann Marsh born between 1829 – 1833, married George Lutz 
9. George W. Marsh born 1835 in Pennsylvania, married Lydia _____ 

 
John Marsh, our 2nd great-grandfather, and wife Hannah lived 

all of their lives in Lycoming County.  They also are buried in 
the Zion Lutheran Church Cemetery in Elimsport. 

 
Family of John Marsh 

John Marsh born 19 Nov 1814 in Lycoming Co., PA, died 19 Dec 1881 
in Lycoming Co., PA, married to Hannah _____ born 18 Nov 1816 in 
Pennsylvania, died 14 May 1876 in Lycoming Co. 
Children: 
1. Sarah Marsh born 4 Sep 1844 in Lycoming Co., died 23 Mar 1867 in 

Lycoming Co., PA, married Jacob Catura 
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2. Oliver P. Marsh born 2 Dec 1845 in Lycoming Co., died 29 Mar 1881 
in Lycoming Co. 

3. Anna M. Marsh born about 1848 in Lycoming Co., PA, died 24 Feb 
1888 in South Williamsport, PA 

    married about 1866 to Benjamin Fegley born about 1841 in 
Lycoming Co., died 24 Jul 1906 in 

    Williamsport 
4. Jacob Marsh born 1851 in Lycoming Co. 
5. Franklin P. Marsh born 29 Feb 1852 in Lycoming Co., died 9 Nov 

1881 in Lycoming Co., PA 
 
Anna M. Marsh, our great-grandmother, married Benjamin 

Fegley in Washington County, Pennsylvania and they had six 
children.  She died rather young, at age 40, of unknown causes.  
Their son, John Wesley Fegley, was to become our grandfather, 
so to complete the picture, we must examine the Fegley roots 
and what brought John to Iowa. 

 
Full many a gem of purest ray serene  

The dark unfathom'd caves of ocean bear: 
Full many a flower is born to blush unseen, 

And waste its sweetness on the desert air. 
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7. The Fegleys 
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The Fegleys 
 

Our Fegley name is derived from the old Germanic Swiss 
name of Vögelin.  Originally an “e” was written just above the 
“o” to indicate a phonetic shift, but this evolved into just two 
dots to signify an “e”.  The name is also written with the “e” 
following the “o”, thus Voegelin.  It literally means “little bird.”  
See Appendix C for a further explanation of this surname. 

Families with the Voegelin surname have lived in Switzerland 
for centuries.  For our family line, there are many word-of-
mouth stories, legends, and lore about how they came to be 
there, what they did, who left and why, and their status to this 
day.  Some of these stories are related here and some have the 
ring of truth to them while others are somewhat suspect. 

It is said that our Swiss Voegelins have obtained family 
information going back to the 10th century.  In those early days 
they were apparently servants and caretakers of castles in what 
is now Germany. 

In the 12th century, they moved south into the Swiss 
mountains to work at a newly built castle called Falkenstein 

Falkenstein Castle is mostly in ruins today 
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located about 16 miles south of Basel.  Over the years they 
eventually became farmers and were awarded ownership of 
land on Vogelberg (Bird Mountain) in the Basel canton (political 
district) near the village of Reigoldswil near the year 1500.  They 
farmed the upper meadows there until the 20th century.  How 
this land ownership came about is related in a tale that is not 
entirely understandable in its present translated form and can be 
found in Appendix D for examination.  But to back it up, there is 
apparently a document in the city of Basel that proves the 
original investiture to the Voegelins at that time. 

Here is this writer’s interpretation of the basic story, without 
the frills, contained in the Appendix D translation.  A certain 
amount of license has been taken in order to logically explain 
some unexplained circumstances: 

Friar Rudolf of Ramstein in about the year 1460 is married to 
Ursula, daughter in a noble family of Geroldseck Castle with a 
younger sister named Cäcilia who stands to inherit some 
property in the upper meadows of Vogel mountain (Vogelberg).  
Friar Bernhard of St. Romai seduces Cäcilia while she is visiting 
Ramstein and she secretly gives birth to a child named Anna 
back at her father’s castle in Alsace.  Bernhard is deathly afraid 
his transgression will be found out, so he recruits the two 
dastardly sons of Rudolf to kidnap the baby Anna and have her 
killed.  They kidnap her and order a page to do the job.  The 
page takes the baby into the forest but can’t bring himself to kill 
her.  He lays the baby down in the forest, removes a small cross 
bearing the emblem of Geroldseck she is wearing, and returns to 
the brothers with the cross to prove the deed is done.  Later, one 
of the brothers wearing the cross is found dead in the forest.  The 
little cross is gone. 

A farmer finds the baby in the forest and raises her as his 
foster child along with his two sons.  Anna blossoms into a 
lovely young woman and is especially attracted to the younger 
son Friedrich who is known as Vögelin because of his love of 
nature and birds. 

Meanwhile, Anna’s mother Cäcilia dies and her inheritance 
passes to her older sister Ursula, but Rudolf actualy gets it since 
he is her husband and master.  The naïve Rudolf and the 
dastardly Bernhard engage in one of their frequent bets.  Rudolf 
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loses and has to give Bernhard a treasured silver goblet.  The 
conniving Bernhard offers to give back the goblet in exchange 
for Rudolf’s inheritance to Vogelberg and Rudolf accepts. 

Friedrich joins the Swiss army and they await a Burgundian 
invasion.  The Battle of Murten takes place and the Burgundians 
are dealt a severe blow by Friedrich and the Swiss.  During the 
battle, Friedrich notices a Burgundian partisan is wearing a 
small cross.  It bears the emblem of Geroldseck.  It is Bernhard 
and Friedrich now knows the dastardly friar murdered Rudolf’s 
son!  But Friedrich is severely wounded in the battle and can’t 
return home immediately.  The murderous Bernhard returns and 
convinces the authorities that Anna’s foster father was the one 
who murdered Rudolf’s son and he is sent to prison.  Anna is 
said to be in a convent.  But Friedrich’s wounds heal and when 
he returns he tells of his discovery, the dastardly deeds are 
reversed, and he and Anna are reunited.  The page that took the 
little cross from the baby in the forest tells everyone that Anna is 
that child, daughter of Cäcilia, and she regains the privileges of 
heiress to Geroldseck. 

But wait.  The villainous Bernhard recruits Thomas of 
Falkenstein Castle to kill Friedrich, but Friedrich ambushes 
Thomas, shooting him dead on Vogel mountain before the very 
eyes of his fiancée Anna.  The traitorous villain Bernhard is sent 
to the gallows.  Anna is so traumatized by the bloody shooting 
and death she witnessed that she enters a convent and wills her 
inheritance of the Vogelberg upper meadows to the first son of 

Friedrich “Vögelin”.  
That is how Uli 
Vögelin, born about 
1500, was the first of 
many Vögelins to 
enjoy the inheritance 
of the land on Vogel 
mountain.      

Members of the 
family still own the 
property there, but it 
had fallen into 
disuse in recent Woodcut of the family land on Vogel Mountain 
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years.  Authorities told the 
Voegelins that the property would 
have to be refurbished or they 
would lose the ownership.  A 
concerted effort was made to fix 
up the buildings and property so 
that now there is a barn and 
restaurant there that serves hikers, 
skiers, and other tourists to the 
area.  There is said to be only one 
other family in Switzerland that 
has owned the same land for such 
a length of time. 

At the time of the Swiss 
Federation in 1501, all of the Swiss 
cantons were Roman Catholic, but 
the Protestant Reformation soon 
after led to much internal dissension.  In 1523 Basel accepted the 
Reformation and by 1529 all three of the northern cantons of 
Zürich, Berne, and Basel had accepted the reformist teachings of 
Ulrich Zwingli, while the other cantons remained Catholic.  In 
the hostilities that resulted the Catholic troops were victorious, 
Zwingli was killed in 1531, and a truce was arranged whereby 
each canton was left free to determine its own religion. 

Uli Voegelin, our 11th great-grandfather and member of the 
Roman Catholic faith, was the first owner of the Voegelin family 
property, which happened to be right on the boundary between 
the Protestant Basel and the Catholic Solothurn cantons in 1531.  
Because of its location, he was given the choice of which canton 
he wanted to be in.  So he cleverly compared the tax rates 
between the two cantons, found the Protestant one to be lower, 
chose Basel and declared himself and his family to be Protestant 
forever after!  Tax records for all years can’t be found, but he is 
shown on the lists for the years 1537 to 1559 when it is presumed 
he died. 

Another bit of family lore has it that in the last half of the 20th 
century one of the Voegelins in Switzerland obtained 
information as to names and dates of ancestors not related here, 
but going back several centuries.  To ensure the accuracy of what 

The Family Crest is shown on 
an Anniversary menu 
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he had found, he asked officials of the Mormon Church, who are 
known to have extensive records, if they could verify his 
findings.  They apparently said yes, but due to the extensive 
amount of research required, the cost would be $30,000!   The 
Voegelin fellow said he didn’t have the money, so they told him 
if he would release the souls of his ancestors to the Church so 
that they could perform their usual rites on them, the cost would 
be waived.  He agreed, so in the event that this wildly 
imaginative tale is true,  it could be said that our early ancestors 
were actually, in a sense, Mormons. 

Here is what we have for six generations of the Voegelins 
starting at the time of the Reformation.  Oberbürten was the 
upper meadows of Vogel mountain. 
 

Descendants of Uli Voegelin 
Uli Voegelin born about 1500 in Switzerland, died about 1559 in 
Oberbürten, Basel Land, Switzerland, 
married ____? 
Children: 
1. ____ Voegelin lived about 1535 – 1590, married ____? 
 

Descendants of ____ Voegelin 
____ Voegelin born about 1535 died about 1590 
Children: 
1. Heinrich Voegelin born about 1570 in Oberbürten, died before 1624 

in Oberbürten,      married about 1595 to Anna Meyer 
 

Descendants of Heinrich Voegelin 
Children: 
1. Heinrich Voegelin born about 1596 
2. Hans Voegelin born about 1600 in Oberbürten, died in 1663 in 

Lauwil, Basel Land, Switzerland 
    married in 1625 to Anna Durenberger 
3. Urs Voegelin born 1607 
4. Jacob Voegelin born 1610 
5. Agnes Voegelin born 1612 
6. Elsbeth Voegelin born 1612 
7. Hans Jacob Voegelin born 1615 
 

Descendants of Hans Voegelin 
Children: 
1. Elsbeth born 1626, died 1664 
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2. Ulrich born 1628 
2nd wife of Hans Voegelin: 
married in 1634 to Anna Schweitzer 
Children: 
3. Ulrich born 1636, died 1720 
4. Johannes born 1638, died 1678 
5. Hans Jacob born 1639, died 1699 
6. Heinrich born 1642, died 1705, married Elizabetha _____ 
7. Anna born 1648 
8. Margreth born 1651 
9. Urs born 1654 
10. Christian born 1658, died 1728 
 

Descendants of Heinrich Voegeli 
Children: 
1. Hans Heinrich born 1684 in Hoffenheim, Pfalz, Germany, died abt 

1745 in Pennsylvania,               married 5 Feb 1709 Hoffenheim to 
Anna Maria Gilbert born abt 1687 Hoffenheim, died after Oct 1745 
PA 

         
For over 100 years after the Reformation, life had been very 

difficult for peasant farmers.  Authorities and laws were strict, 
taxes were a burden, and wars were continually waged over 
religious differences, dynastic rivalries, and challenges to the 
power of the Holy Roman Empire.  The Thirty Years’ War 
involving all of these issues was waged from 1618 to 1648 
involving most every western European nation, although 
primarily fought in Germany.  The war was devastating for the 
German states.  Populations were reduced in some areas by 
more than 20%.  Small villages were destroyed and declining 
economic activity was the result. 

So it was that in 1652 the Bishop of Speyer, along the Rhine in 
the German Palatinate, issued a plea to all emigrants who had 
left during the war to return to their lands to help reconstruct 
and reactivate the war-torn villages and their economies.  The 
plea was circulated throughout Europe, including Switzerland, 
also inviting other peasants to emigrate from their homes to the 
lands surrounding Speyer.  The promise was of opportunity due 
to the need for people to work the farms.  The situation grew 
desparate by 1660 when a second appeal was sent out. 
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The Voegelins in Switzerland had survived on their Vogelberg 
farm, the current family being the one of Hans Voegelin who 
had 7 sons and 3 daughters by 2 wives.  The first Ulrich, by his 
first wife, probably died young because the next child, by his 
second wife, was also named Ulrich.  Being the eldest male, he 
was probably destined to be the main inheritor of the family 
property.  This was a common occurrence in those days and one 
of the main reasons for the emigration of younger males.  
Although emigration from Switzerland to other European 
countries was very common, it was not at all welcomed by the 
authorities who discouraged it as much as they could.  A ruler is 
never happy to lose a taxpayer.  Written permission to leave had 
to be obtained and there was a special tax and an emigration fee 
that must be paid.  If they did not ask for permission and simply 
ran away, their property or future inheritance of property would 
be seized. 

So the conditions were such that five of the sons, probably the 
youngest, decided to leave.  They each immigrated to different 
countries including to eastern Europe.  The shocking thing was 
that they each sold their interests in the family inheritance to 
outsiders in order to raise money for their journeys.  This was, of 
course, unheard of to give up their legacy in the farmland that 
had been in the family for centuries, and quite a shock to their 
father and the remaining son.  It’s been said because of this the 
family almost lost the property entirely, but frantic steps were 
taken to track down all the buyers in order to buy back their 
interests so that the family land was whole once again.  To this 
day there has been bitterness over this split. 

Basel, Switzerland sits on the Rhine River at the tri-country 
border with southern  Germany and France.  The Voegelin farm 
was another 12 miles south as the crow flies.  Heinrich Voegelin, 
our 7th great-grandfather, was the son who opted to take the 140 
mile journey north to Hoffenheim in the Palatinate, Germany 
shortly after 1660.  It is on the east side of the Rhine River, 
almost exactly the same distance from Speyer, 18 miles, as from 
Speyer to Mörzheim, our Heckmann village to the west.  He 
lived there the rest of his life, dying in 1705.  He and wife 
Elisabetha no doubt had several children but we only have 
record of one, Hans Heinrich Voegeli, our 6th great-grandfather.  
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The name was now spelled Voegeli rather than Voegelin since 
that was the customary spelling convention in the German states 
of that period. 

In the years following their move to Hoffenheim, conditions 
had improved considerably over what they were during the 
Thirty Years’ War.  This continued for a while but then the 
inevitable changes began to occur.  As the population increased, 
the amount of land available for each family again decreased.  
Parish boundaries had previously been neglected but now there 
were heated arguments over them.  Actions of the nobles 
returned to their former oppressive ways.  But the primary 
reason that so many people began to think about emigrating in 
the first part of the 18th century, particularly to America, were 
the hopes of better economic conditions and the letters from 
family and friends who had left, describing their experiences in 
the New World. 

By early 1733, the family of Hans Heinrich Voegeli and his 
wife Anna Maria had grown to 11 children and economic 
conditions had become intolerable.  They received permission to 
emigrate to America and sailed on the ship Hope of Captain 
Daniel Reid, arriving in Philadelphia on 28 August 1733.  There 
were 84 men who with their families made a total of 226 
immigrants.  The men were required to sign the Oath of 
Allegiance to the King of England and the Oath of Abjuration, 
renouncing allegiance to any other power or religious 
organization.  The signatures of Hans Heinrich age 50 and his 
older sons Mathias age 23 and Bernhard age 21 appear on these 
lists. 

There doesn’t 
seem to be any 
record of the 
family in America 
until church 
records in 1740.  
Some researchers 
have felt that this 
7 year stretch may 
have been spent in 

Philadelphia 
The Fegleys, for some reason, signed the Oath of 
Allegiance using the English spelling of the name 
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working to pay off the expense of their voyage.  This was a 
common occurrence among immigrants whereby they would 
sign an agreement to work for someone who had paid for their 
voyage and would provide a place to live and meals in exchange 
for their labor for the term of years specified.  In the meantime, 
the land north of Philadelphia was getting more crowded each 
year to the point where the year before Hans Heinrich arrived, a 
Machiavellian plot was hatched by William Penn’s son to obtain 
additional land from the Indians to the north.  In 1732, Thomas 
Penn had produced a 1686 document, after his famous father 
had left for England, which he showed to the chief of the 
Delaware Indian tribe, that indicated the chief’s ancestors had 
agreed to give up additional land to the north, the boundary of 
which would be set at the point where a man could walk to after 
a day and a half.  The Indians had to think this over but finally 
agreed.  They were thinking that the distance walked would not 
be too far since the land was all rugged forest and woud be 
difficult to traverse on foot.  But Penn had other ideas.  He hired 
3 of the fastest runners in the colony and had them practice hard 
for the event.  He promised that whoever of the 3 walked the 
farthest would get a reward of 5 pounds sterling and 500 acres of 
land.  Not only that, Penn had a wide lane cleared through the 
forest to the north for easier walking.  The Indians complained 
that this was not meeting the spirit of the agreement but could 
do little about it. 

With all the preparations, it wasn’t until 1737 that the race 
started.  The 3 men started off running and the Indians again 
complained that they weren’t walking, but what could they do?  
After 18 miles, one of the men was exhausted and dropped out.  
The other 2 kept going and slept under armed guard that night, 
afraid that the disgruntled Indians might attack them.  They 
continued north the following day until 1 of the 2 collapsed, 
dying 2 days later.  The 3rd kept going until time out was called 
at noon, 65 miles from the start.  Surveyors drew a boundary at 
that point from east to west and the colony of Pennsylvania had 
gained an additional 1,200 square miles of virgin territory.  The 
3rd man, Edward Marshall, never did receive the land he was 
promised, and his wife and son were killed by Indians in 
separate attacks.  The Indians were so mad that their Chief 
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Delaware Chief Lappawinsoe 

Lappawinsoe appealed the matter to 
the King of England who ordered an 
investigation.  It lingered on for 15 
months during which the chief became 
acquainted with alcohol and drank 
excessively.  He eventually withdrew 
his accusation and burned to death in a 
fire in his wigwam.  Over 100 years 
later, experts examined the 1686 
document and found that it was a 
forgery.  This whole incident is true 
and is known as The Great Walking 
Purchase of Pennsylvania. 

It took some time to survey and set 
the new boundary to the north, and it was during this period 
that the family of Hans Heinrich moved north to the frontier 
near what is now called Fagleysville in Montgomery County, 
Pennsylvania, 31 miles northwest of Philadelphia.  Fagleysville 
is on a road called Swamp Pike and driving northwest about a 
mile and a half leads to the site of their church, New Hanover 
Lutheran, the oldest German Lutheran Congregation in America 
founded in 1700.  The pastor at that time was The Reverend 
Peter Muhlenberg, later to become the first Speaker of the House 
of Representatives in the U. S. Congress. 

Note that on old 'Swamp Pike' going west you first pass 
through Fagleysville then into Gilbertsville.  This was no doubt 
the area where the Gilbert relatives of Hans Heinrich’s wife 
settled.  Anna Maria Gilbert was the daughter of parents Hans 
Jacob Gilbert and Anna Catharine Kuhlwein who did not, 
however, leave Hoffenheim.  But Anna Maria’s two brothers, 
Hans Georg and Jacob did immigrate to New Hanover 
Township in 1750, so both towns no doubt represent our direct 
ancestors in early Pennsylvania history. 

 
Family of Hans Heinrich Voegeli 

Hans Heinrich Voegeli born 1684 in Hoffenheim, Baden, Germany, 
died late 1745 in Montgomery Co., PA, married 5 Feb 1709 
Hoffenheim to Anna Maria Gilbert born abt 1687 Hoffenheim, died 
after Oct 1745 PA 
Children: 
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1. Matthias Fegley born 1709 in Germany, married Maria Magdalen 
Huber 

2. Georg Ludwig Fegley born 1711 in Germany 
3. Johan Bernhard Fegley born 1712 in Hoffenheim, died in 1782 in 

Longswamp Twp, Berks Co., PA, married Anna Catharina Beck 
4. Eva Catharina Fegley born 1714 in Germany 
5. Anna Maria Fegley born 2 Sep 1716 in Germany 
6. Johan Georg Fegley born 1718 in Germany, died before 1726 in 

Germany 
7. Maria Margaretha Fegley born 4 Jan 1720 in Germany 
8. Johann Maria Fegley born 25 Jun 1721 in Germany 
9. Hans Georg Fegley born 24 Jan 1726 in Hoffenheim, died 7 Sep 1784 

in New Hanover, PA 
married Philippina Crebill born 2 Nov 1728 in Philadelphia, PA, 
died 24 Jan 1805 in New Hanover, PA 

10. Anna Catharina Fegley born 23 Jul 1729 in  Germany 
11. Johan Jacob Fegley born 1732 in Germany, died 1 Apr 1745 in 

Montgomery Co., PA 
 
Johan Bernhard Fegley, our 5th great-grandfather, had settled 

near East Greenville in what is now Montgomery County and 
married Anna Catharina Beck.  By now, the Voegeli spelling had 
disappeared and in all the public documents the spelling was 
some variation of Fegley.  This is an English representation of 
how the Voegeli name was pronounced by German immigrants.  
The spelling variations found in documents are endless:  Fegley, 
Fegely, Fagley, etc.  Over the years, whole branches of familys 
for various reasons would take on a spelling slightly different 
from another branch.  In our branch, the spelling finally resolved 
to Fegley, but not until after sporadic appearances of Fagley and 
others.  See Appendix C for a further explanation of this 
surname.  And while on the subject of names, we should note 
that a first name of Johan or Hans, etc. was a bible or Christian 
name but the individual was known by his given middle name, 
e.g. Johan Bernhard was not called Johan, but Bernhard. 

There is another family story that should be mentioned here.  
Some believe that most likely Bernhard or possibly his father 
Heinrich had surveying skills and because of the nature of the 
new, virgin territory in the ‘Walking Purchase’ one of them, 
whoever it was, was allowed to survey his own property to 
establish its boundaries. 
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Heinrich died in 1745 and 3 years later Bernhard moved his 
family of wife and 4 children north to Longswamp Township in 
what became Berks County in 1752 and lived there the rest of his 
life. 

Bernhard was one of the original members of the Longswamp 
Church congregation dating from the 1740s.  Jacob Weymer, a 
later pastor, recorded that the Reformed congregation in this 
place had resolved to build a house of worship in 1748. In 1753 

land was secured for a 
church and cemetery, and 
in 1791 a second church 
was built on the property.  
In 1817 a Lutheran 
congregation was formed, 
and with the earlier 
Reformed congregation a 
union church was formed 
at Longswamp in 1852.   

Bernhard was on the tax 
lists for Longswamp 
Township in 1752.  In 1767 
he paid a tax of 20 shillings 
on 300 acres, 4 horses, 3 
cattle and 3 sheep.  Only 
one other family out of the 
92 on the list had property 
as large as his.  His son 
Christian age 24 was also 

on the list and paid 15 shillings as one of 19 single men in the 
township. 

In his will, written in German, his eldest son Christopher 
received 5 shillings, “he having already rec’d his share.”  Catharine 
had already received 50 pounds, Anna Margaretha got 18 
pounds, Eve 50, Henry 50, Peter 125, Anna Maria 60, and 
“youngest son John Bernard shall have 40 pounds before division.”  
This son served in the  Berks County Militia, 6th Company, 5th 
Battalion during the Revolutionary War.  Bernhard directed that 
the legacies be made equal, so it appears that many of them had 
received part of theirs before Bernhard died and the balance to 

Interior of Longswamp Reformed Church 
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make it equal was now being paid.  It mentions “letters to 
Christian Fegely” and we can only guess what they contained.  
The witnesses to the signing of the will were John Heinley and 
Valentin Haupt. 

 
Family of Johan Bernhard Fegley 

Johan Bernhard Fegley born 1712 in Hoffenheim, Germany, died 1782 
in Longswamp Twp, Berks Co., PA, married to Anna Catharina Beck 
Children: 
1. Christopher Fegley born before 1743 in Philadelphia Co., PA 
2. Christian Fegley born 15 Dec 1743 in Philadelphia Co., died 1807 in 

Longswamp Twp, married Anna Maria Dresher born 23 May 1749 
in Northampton Co., PA, died aft. 29 Sep 1811 in Northampton Co. 

3. Maria Catharina Fegley born 1 Aug 1745 in Philadelphia Co., PA 
4. Anna Margaretha Fegley born about 1747 in Philadelphia Co., PA 
5. Eve Fegley born abt 1751 in Philadelphia Co., PA 
6. Henrich Fegley born abt 1753 in Philadelphia Co., PA, died in 1829, 

married to Barbara Mertz 
7. Peter Fegley born abt 1755 in Philadephia Co., PA 
    married to Elisabetha _____ 
8. Anna Maria Fegley born abt 1756 in Philadelphia Co., PA 
9. Johan Bernard Fegley born 1757 in Philadelphia Co., died 1844 in 

Douglass Twp, Berks Co., PA 
    married to Mary _____ born 7 Sep 1758, died 29 Jan 1845 in 

Douglass Twp, Berks Co., PA 
 
Christian Fegley, our 4th great-grandfather, married Anna 

Maria Dresher and they also settled in Longswamp Township 
and had 8 children.  In 1781 he was taxed 8 pounds, 7 shillings, 
and 6 pence on 300 acres of Longswamp Township property, 4 
horses and 4 cattle.  In 1784, the township had 117 resident 
families, 42 non-resident property owners, and 9 single men.  He 
was taxed that year on the 300 acres, plus tax for 3 horses, 3 
cattle, 5 sheep and 6 persons in the household.  His will was 
written on 29 March 1806 and probated on 10 January 1807.  It 
provides for everything going to his wife Anna Maria and after 
her death all of it to be divided among children Henrich, David, 
Anna Maria wife of Christian Reitz, George and Philip in equal 
shares.  Sons Christian and Peter received their parts in land and 
“the bonds they have given shall be divided among above 5 children.”  
The executors were his wife Anna Maria and son Henrich.  
Witnesses to the signing were Samuel Drosher [probably 
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Dresher] and John Daniel Young.  Like his father’s, Christian’s 
will was written in German. 

 
Family of Christian Fegley 

Christian Fegley born 15 Dec 1743 in Philadelphia Co., PA, died 1807 
in Longswamp Twp, Berks Co., PA, married to Anna Maria Dresher 
born 23 May 1749 in Northampton Co., PA, died aft. 29 Sep 1811 in 
Northampton Co. 
Children: 
1. Johannes Fegley born 21 May 1769 in Longswamp Twp, Berks Co., 

PA, died abt. 1806 
2. Christian Fegley, Jr., born 23 Oct 1770 in Longswamp Twp, died 17 

Feb 1841, married to Catharina Fisher born 10 Oct 1780, died 26 Mar 
1866 

3. Heinrich Fegley born between 1771-1774 in Longswamp Twp, died 
11 May 1871, married on 14 Oct 1798 to Catherine Gaumer born 9 
Aug 1776, died 15 Sep 1846 

4. Philip Fegley born abt. 1774 in Longswamp Twp, Beerks Co., PA, 
married 7 Apr 1798 in Longswamp Twp to Elisabeth _____ 

5. Johan Peter Fegley born 22 Jul 1776 Longswamp Twp, died 1844 
Lower Macungie Twp, Lehigh Co., PA, married abt. 1796 to 
Elizabetha _____ died after 1 Apr 1847 in Lehigh Co., PA 

6. David Fegley born 20 Apr 1779 in Longswamp Twp, died 20 Jun 
1866 in Lehigh Co., PA,     married abt 1800 Macungie Twp to 
Susanna Gaumer born 9 Feb 1778 Macungie Twp, died 6 Mar 1868 
in Lower Macungie Twp, Lehigh Co., PA 

7. Anna Maria Fegley born 16 Feb 1782 in Macungie Twp, 
Northampton Co., PA, married Christian Reitz 

8. Johan George Fegley born 7 Sep 1786 in Macungie Twp, died 7 Mar 
1857 in Pennsylvania, married to Magdalena Kercher born 4 Jul 
1786, died 27 Dec 1862 in Pennsylvania 
 
Johan Peter Fegley, our 3rd great-grandfather, was born 18 

days after the Declaration of Independence.  He married 
Elizabetha whose last name has been impossible to track down.  
Peter was christened in the Longswamp Church, which is in 
Berks County.  However, his confirmation at age 14 took place in 
the Lehigh Church, which was in Northampton County then, 
later Lehigh.  This change of churches was found for most of 
Peter’s siblings.  His father’s and his grandfather’s farms were 
very close to the county line, and it can be seen that both 
churches were equidistant from the border on either side of it.  
In his father’s case, the first United States census was taken in 
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1790 and he is shown in Berks County, the Longswamp side.  
Peter’s farm location has been pinpointed and it straddles the 
line.  The house is apparently on the Northampton/Lehigh side 
since the 1800 census places him in Northampton.  Both 
Christian’s and Bernhard’s houses are said to be still standing 
near the county line today.  Peter mentions in his will “my stone 
dwelling house” and it remains to be verified that his house is still 
standing at the known location on the county line.  Peter’s 
brother David had a farm that was close to Peter’s on or near the 
county line also. 

Peter died in about 1844 and left a detailed will he had signed 
in 1841 that stated specifically how he wanted things done.  Of 
course, in those days everything belonged to the man so it was 
important to be specific about the wife since she did not 
generally receive the farm property itself. 

“…………… 
Item:  I give and bequeath unto my dear wife Elizabeth two cows the 

choice of my cows together with such of my household beds, furniture 
and kitchen utensils as she may choose to keep for her own use. 

The farms of Bernhard and Peter Fegley 
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Item:  I give and bequeath unto my dear wife the use and occupation 
of my stone dwelling House at the corner of the crossroads and the 
garden adjoining, a right to use the cellar under the wash house room 
in the cow stable of the large stone barn for two cows she owns of my 
farm or the person in possession of the farm shall feed two cows with 
good hay, put the cows in the stable and out of the stable and keep the 
stable clean in the summer season, put the two cows in the field with 
his cows and bring them out of the field with his cows. 

The owner or the person in possession of my farm shall each and 
every year during my dear wife's natural life give one fat hog weighing 
one hundred and fifty pounds, Twenty five pounds good beef from a 
hind quarter in a proper season of the year, twelve bushels of rye, nine 
bushels wheat, six bushels buckwheat, six bushels corn, twelve bushels 
potatoes, six chickens, twelve dozen eggs, the owner of the aforesaid 
farm or the person in possession of it shall take the potatoes in the cellar 
and the grain to mill and bring the flour and the [chefstaff?] to the 
house of my dear wife, good Fine wood as much as my dear wife wants 
for her use cut and split fit to use in the stove of my dear wife, want a 
woman to do her house work the owner of my said farm or the person in 
possession of it furnish her with a woman to do her work and shall keep 
the aforesaid house in good repair and the garden fence in repair, haul 
manure in her garden when she wants manure. 

Item: I give and bequeath to my dear wife the interest on one 
thousand dollars yearly and every year during natural life for her 
maintenance and support, the thousand dollars shall remain on my real 
estate all which legacies to my said wife I do hereby declare to be in lieu 
and stead of her dower at common law. 

I do order and direct that my executors hereinafter named or the 
survivor of them shall as soon as the lease is out that I have leased the 
farm as conveniently may be after my decease sell at public vendue or 
outcry all my personal and real estate for cash except one thousand 
dollars which shall remain on my real estate during the natural life of 
my widow. 

 ………. I do direct that the net proceeds of my personal and real 
estate theretofore ordered by me to be disposed of be divided equally as 
soon as it can be done, share and share alike amongst my twelve 
children Peter, Charles, Maria, David, Reuben, Yetta, Lecanta, 
Hannah, Elizabeth, Sarah, James, Caroline. 
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 And lastly I nominate constitute and appoint my said son Peter 
Fagely and my son in law Charles Ruth to be executors of this my will 
………… 

in the presence of us: 
David Schall 
Charles Mickley” 
 

Family of Johan Peter Fegley 
Johan Peter Fegley born 22 Jul 1776 in Longswamp Twp, Berks Co., 
PA, died abt 1844 in Lower Macungie Twp, Lehigh Co., PA. married 
abt 1796 to Elizabetha _____ who died after 1 Apr 1847 in Lehigh Co., 
PA 
Children: 
1. Peter Fegley born 21 Dec 1797 in Northampton Co., PA, died 11 Jan 

1885 in Lehigh Co., PA,     married Hannah Heinly born 24 Mar 1801 
in Northampton Co., PA, died 13 Jul 1875 in Lehigh Co., PA 

2. Charles Fegley born between 27 Mar 1799 – 26 Mar 1800 in 
Northampton Co., died 16 Feb 1871 in  

    Union Co., PA, married 11 Mar 1827 in Lehigh Co. to Susannah 
Ruth born 20 Nov 1801 in Bucks Co., PA, died 1854 in Lycoming 
Co., PA 

3. Maria Fegley born 9 Jan 1802 in Lehigh Co., died 27 Dec 1851 in 
Lehigh Co., married Charles T. Ruth born 31 May 1796 in 
Northampton Co., PA, died 3 May 1876 in Lehigh Co., PA 

4. David Fegley born abt 1805 in Lehigh Co.,     married to Deborah 
Mickley born abt 1812 

5. Reuben Fegley born abt 1807 in Pennsylvania 
    married to Nancy _____ born abt 1808 in Pennsylvania 
6. Henrietta Fegley born 12 Jan 1809, died between 1841 – 1848, 

married to Charles Mickley 
7. Leanda Fegley born 2 Aug 1811 
8. Hannah Fegley born 25 Sep 1813, died between 1841 – 1848, married 

to Monroe B. Missimer 
9. Elizabeth Fegley born 18 Feb 1816 in Lehigh Co., died 17 Jun 1858 in 

Lehigh Co., married Peter Titlow 
10. Sarah Fegley born abt 1817, died between 1841 – 1848, married to 

William Elliott 
11. James Fegley born abt 1820 in Pennsylvania,      married to Mary 

Bernhardt born abt 1822 in Pennsylvania 
12. Caroline Fegley born abt 1822, died between 1841 – 1848, married 

to ____ Kider 
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Peter named his eldest child and son, Peter, Jr. as co-executor 
along with son-in-law Charles Ruth who had married his second 
child Maria.  One might wonder at first glance if second son 
Charles was skipped over because of some disagreement with 
his father or due to some mistrust.  But upon closer inspection 
we find that Charles Fegley, our 2nd great-grandfather, had left 
Lehigh County 5 years 
before his father died.  
It certainly looked in 
the beginning like 
Charles would settle 
down for a long, 
comfortable life in the 
land of his father, 
grandfather, and great-
grandfather.  He was 
confirmed on Easter 
Sunday in 1815 at age 15 at Zions Lutheran Church near 
Weilersville.  This church was also attended by the Ruth family, 
a branch of which is said to lead to the famous baseball player 
George Herman “Babe” Ruth.  Charles married Susannah Ruth, 
sister of the Charles Ruth mentioned above, in 1827.  Her great-
grandfather Johan Christian Ruth, Sr. emigrated from Steinberg, 
Saarland, Germany in 1737.  On her mother’s side are found the 
German names of Eigner, Romig, Siegfried and Bernhardt. 

Charles and Susannah wasted no time building a family and 
after 12 years they had 7 children.  They had a farm near his 
father’s place, but in 1839 they picked up and left for Lycoming 
County.  Lycoming had been developing along the usual lines, 
settlers clearing woods, building homes and farming the land.  
There were mines of coal and even more of iron ore but farming 
was by far the principal activity.  That all changed after 1838.  
The people began to realize that Lycoming County with its 
immense forests of pine and hemlock would be an ideal place to 
develop a lumber industry.  There were 5 nice streams that 
flowed into the West Branch of the Susquehanna, ideal for 
transporting logs from the mountains.  Timber cutting soon 
began in all parts of the county, eventually leading to an 
industry that touched almost every family.  Even farmers added 

Zions (Lehigh) Lutheran Church 
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lumbering as a part of their daily business with excellent 
financial results.  The news of potential prosperity in this neck of 
the woods and rising land values probably didn’t miss the notice 
of Charles Fegley.  It was over 80 miles away as the crow flies 
and it was too early for having the luxury of a railroad.  While 
following the meandering creeks and rivers plus portages 
between them, the voyage with 7 children probably took several 
days. 

They settled near the small town of Elimsport in Washington 
Township near White Deer Hole Creek, one of the creeks 
mentioned above and just 6 miles west of the big river.  The 
White Deer Valley is a beautiful area with prized trout streams 
and good farm land with lush, surrounding forests.  Charles 
purchased a farm of 120 acres along the road to Williamsport 
from Joseph Lomison for $1,600 in April of 1839.  The family 
grew and prospered as the county economy boomed.  Twelve 

years later he sold 7 
acres of his land to 
Eliza A. Hinkle for 
$150.  Three years 
after that he sold 11 
acres of it for $300 to 
his son William 
Henry who was by 
then 23 years old 
with a wife and son.  
In the fall of 1854 he 
sold another 24 acres 
to Henry Weigand 
for a whopping 
$1,000, reflecting a 

tripling of the land value per acre in 15 years.  Sadly, his wife 
Susannah died that same year at the relatively young age of 53.  

Charles’ daughter Sarah had married Israel Crisman, a 
carpenter, in 1855 and by 1860 they had 2 children and had 
moved in with Charles.  In 1862 Charles sold the property to 
son-in-law Israel for $2,100 and by 1870 had moved in with 
another daughter, Mary, and her husband Thomas Hofer with 
their 5 children in Gregg Township of Union County about 4 

Today’s Amish farmer working fields as Charles 
Fegley did 
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miles away.  Charles died there in 1871 and joined his wife 
Susannah, buried in the Messiah Lutheran Church Cemetery in 
Alvira.  May their souls rest in peace, but wait: 

If one were to try to locate Alvira on a map, it would appear as 
though the little town had been wiped off the face of the earth.  
And that is exactly what happened, by the government of The 
United States in the spring of 1942 when “through a particularly 
crude form of eminent domain, the United States government 
seized 8,500 acres of land in the Central Susquehanna Valley 
located in adjoining Lycoming and Union Counties, including 
the entire community of Alvira, to build a massive plant for 
producing and storing TNT.”  This quotation is from 
Organizations United For The Environment, which formed in 
1979 after the beleaguered area was subjected in following years 
to one environmental threat after another: 

In 1957 the Allenwood Prison Camp was built to house a large 
population of low security prisoners. 

In 1973 the Bureau Of Prisons leased 125 of the 8,500 acres to 
Lycoming County for use as a landfill. 

In 1990 a subsidiary of Union Pacific announced plans to site a 
hazardous waste incinerator across the highway from the 
Lycoming County landfill. 

After a bitter fight, the landfill plans were canceled.  However, 
if anyone wants to visit our ancestors Charles and Susannah 
Fegley in the small cemetery near what used to be Alvira, they 
will have to get permission from federal prison authorities.  The 
cemetery lies within prison grounds. 

 
Family of Charles Fegley 

Charles Fegley born bet. 27 Mar 1799 – 26 Mar 1800 Northampton Co., 
PA, died 16 Feb 1871 Union Co., PA, married 11 Mar 1827 in Lehigh 
Co., PA to Susannah Ruth born 20 Nov 1801 Bucks Co., PA, died 1854 
in Lycoming Co., PA 
Children: 
1. daughter Fegley born 1828 in Lehigh Co. 
2. Mary A. Fegley born 27 Sep 1829 in Lehigh Co., died 13 Mar 1909 in 

Montour Co., PA,      married about 1851 to Thomas C. Hofer 
3. Francis L. Fegley born Jul 1831 in Lehigh Co., PA, died about 1900, 

married to Keziah Baker 
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4. William Henry Fegley born Jul 1831 in Lehigh Co., died 26 Jan 1903 
in Erie, PA, married 5 Jan 1852 Nittany Valley, PA to Jemima 
Degarmo born 1831, died 13 Jan 1907 in Danville, PA 

5. Lewis Fegley born 1834 in Lehigh Co., died after 13 Aug 1906, 
married Jennette _____ born 1834 

6. Sarah L. Fegley born 1836 in Lehigh Co., died between 1905 – 1910 
in Lycoming Co., PA,      married abt 1855 Lycoming Co. to Israel 
Crisman born 1829 Lewiston, PA, died aft 1910 Lycoming Co. 

7. Frances Fegley born 1838 in Lehigh Co. 
8. Benjamin Fegley born abt 1841 in Lycoming Co., died 24 Jul 1906 in 

Williamsport, PA, married abt 1866 to Anna M. Marsh born abt 
1848 Lycoming Co., died 24 Feb 1888 South Williamsport. 
2nd wife of Benjamin Fegley: 
married 31 Jan 1895 Williamsport to Mary Jane Laudenslager Love 
born 11 Jul 1851 Northumberland Co., PA near Milton, died abt Jan 
1938 

9. Hannah Fegley born 1842 in Lycoming Co. 
 
Benjamin Fegley, our great-grandfather, was the 8th child of 9 

and the first Fegley to be born in Lycoming County, PA.  When 
he was 22 years old, the Civil War was raging and he took the 
Government’s offer of a bounty of $50 for nine months of service 
in the Union Army ($25 from the County and $25 from the 
State).  He enrolled on August 7, 1862 at Milton, PA and was 
taken to Harrisburg to await his assignment.  On August 14, he 
was mustered in as a Private in Company E of the 131st 

Regiment, Pennsylvania 
Infantry Volunteers.  
Letters have been found 
that were written by a 
fellow soldier, John 
Earnest, who joined the 
131st on the same day, 
which chronicle the 
activities of Benjamin’s 
Regiment (literacy was 
not John’s long suit): 

 
“August the 15 1862, 

ther was two compnys 
went to the tavern yesterday and got drunk and got to fighting and kild 
two and wounded fourteen and ther was five poisend to death yesterday 

Battle Flag of the 131st Regiment, Pennsylvania 
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by Wiman Seling pies5 We got orders from head quarter that the first 
thet fetched eny thing in camp they Should be drove out and if they 
would git kild.” 

 
“Ther was about thirty thousand in camp monday but they ar going 

out as fast as they got ther uniforms we got hour overcoats yesterday 
and ixpect we will git the rest agin to morow then we Shal leave to.” 

 
On August 20th, they were rushed to the defense of 

Washington, D. C. 
 

 “August the 22 1862 we ar in virginia along the potoymick river  
we ar in Camped between to forts  we got here on thursday evening and 
we were knearly tierd out but the next morning we wer all wright agin  
we can hear the Canons roar every hour in the day.” 

 
“Camp Words September the 2  1862 ireceived a leter from father 

and was glad to gitit isent 20 dolars from the 25 igot from the County 
to knobles Store So father could gitit and ixpect the other 25 we will git 
from the State before long  as Soon as igitit iwill Send it home to and 
that at martz they can do what they please about it  iwill get my 
likeness taken and Sendit in aleter.” 

 
The regiment was engaged in picket duty on the Leesburg 

Road and Little River Turnpike where they arrested many 
stragglers from the disastrous fields of 2nd Bull Run and 
Chantilly.  On September 14, they set forth toward Frederick, 
and on the 17th were ordered on to Sharpsburg, arriving on the 
battlefield of Antietam at 9:00 am on the 18th after a forced 
march of 23 miles.  They were too late for the bloody battle there, 
but they took position in line and relieved troops exhausted 
from the fight.  On October 30th, they were sent to Falmouth, 
Virginia in preparation for the ill-fated attack on Fredericksburg 
(see Appendix E).  On December 12th, led by General Ambrose 
Everett Burnside, they were asked to make repeated attempts at 
taking the hill where the Rebels had a strong, strategic position.  
The attempts failed and the Regiment lost 175 men in this futile 

                                                        
5 “Women selling pies” were Confederate sympathizers selling rat-poisoned 
pies at Union troop processing depots. 
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struggle.  Benjamin’s Company E fought in the thick of this 
slaughter pen and were thoroughly trounced. 

 
“Dc the 23  1862 my riegement was in the fight at fredrics burg and 

got cut up bad.” 
 
Burnside withdrew his troops, but a month later, January of 

1863, he began a 2nd campaign by marching the army three miles 
upstream in an attempt to flank Lee and the Army of Northern 
Virginia.  But torrential rain began to turn the clay soil into a sea 
of oozing mud. Pontoon trains, ammunition and supply wagons, 
and artillery sank up to their axels, and the soaked, demoralized, 
cursing soldiers found the going almost impossible.  What 
became known as the "Mud March" failed, and the struggling 
troops made their way back to winter camp as best they could.  
The Regiment retreated to Falmouth and recuperated there until 
April. 

 
“febuary the 26  1863 the Rebles made a raid yesterday and drove 

hour pickets in the cavelry Come in half Scart to Death.” 
 

“iam Sure that there will be agreat many more killed for the rebles ar 
contrary as hell.” 

 

Fredericksburg 
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Burnside was releaved of his command, and “Fighting Joe” 
Hooker took over.  Benjamin’s 131st Pennsylvania was next sent 
to Chancellorsville.  They again took part in a losing struggle, 
considered the finest victory of Confederate General Robert E. 
Lee’s career.  However, both sides suffered heavy casualties.  

Mercifully, Benjamin’s nine months came to an end.  He was 
honorably discharged at Harrisburg, Pennsylvania on May 23, 
1863.  In little more than a month, the great battles at Gettysburg 
would be fought in Adams County just 90 miles away.  But 
Benjamin had escaped from this terrible war without being 
wounded.  However, were the many health problems he 
suffered from later a result of this horrible experience?  Fellow 
soldier and writer John Earnest was discharged on the same day 
as Benjamin.  But the following year, he decided to join up again.  
In a skirmish near Rome, Georgia in October of 1864, there was 
only one Union soldier killed – John Earnest. 

After about three years at home, Benjamin met and married 
Anna Marsh, then only about 18 years old.  Anna’s parents and 
grandparents had lived in Lycoming County for a number of 
years and most of the Marshes are buried in the Zion Lutheran 
Church Cemetery in Elimsport.  In the 1870 census, Benjamin, a 
blacksmith, and Anna, keeping house, are shown living in the 
Elimsport area with their two children, John and Sarah. 

Property values continued to rise.  In 1873, Benjamin paid $30 
to George Bailey for a 50x50-foot property in Elimsport on the 
road to Williamsport, and in 1875 he paid $270 to Daniel Kindt 
for a larger property of 200x200 feet on Elimsport’s Main Street.  
In 1876, Benjamin sold the smaller property to his older brother 
William for $235, and in 1879 he sold him the larger property for 
$1,100.   

In 1880, the family is shown living in Turbot Township in 
Northumberland County about 13 miles from Elimsport.  The 
children shown are John, Lilla, William and Gertrude, so 
apparently Sarah died very young. 

Anna's grandfather Jacob Marsh had died some years back 
and left a will, but the value of the estate was insufficient to pay 
his debts.  So his 39+ acres of property with buildings were put 
up for public sale and Benjamin Fegley was the highest bidder at 
$2,250.  This property was located along the public road leading 
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from Elimsport to Allenwood.  By the end of the following year, 
he and Annie M. had turned around and sold this property for 
over $3,000.  It becomes clear that Benjamin and Annie had a 
knack for real estate. 

But then, their fortunes turned.  Annie was only about 40 
years old when she died on February 24, 1888.  Her youngest 
child Carrie was not yet 6 years old.  On November 4, 1890, 
Benjamin, 49 years old, filed for a disability pension under the 
Act of June 27, 1890 citing his military service, saying that at 
times he was wholly unable to earn a support by manual labor 
by reason of rheumatism and its effect on his eyesight.  He was 
then living at 320 West Jefferson St., Williamsport, PA.  The 
affidavit is signed Benjamin “Fagley”. 

On May 6, 1892, Benjamin filed for a reissue of his pension, 
citing his military service, saying he was now unable to earn a 
support by manual labor by reason of affection of eyes, catarrh 
in the head, partial deafness in both ears contracted about 1884, 
and that he was a pensioner under Certif. # 734285, living at 
Milton, Northumberland Co., PA.  Again it was signed Benjamin 
“Fagley”. 

On January 31, 1895 Benjamin, then 54 years old, married 
widow Mary Jane (Laudenslager) Love, eleven years younger 
than he, in Williamsport.  She became known as Jennie Fegley, 
and her name was to appear on several subsequent affidavits as 
claimant for Benjamin. 

In 1896, he again filed for an increase in his pension, citing 
military service, saying he should have a pension increase since 
the amount he was getting, $6 per month, was too low and not 
commensurate with the extent of his disability from rheumatism 
and affection of sight, catarrh, and rupture.  He was then living 
at #12 West Canal St, Williamsport, PA, and again signed it 
Benjamin “Fagley”. 

His next pension affidavit, in 1898, tells us a bit more.  It states 
that on August 15, 1896 while at his work in the Boiler Works of 
E. Keeler Company at Williamsport he incurred a right inguinal 
hernia from old age and heavy work, once again signing as 
Benjamin “Fagley”.  A supporting affidavit from a doctor said it 
was caused by strain while lifting, he being a blacksmith by 
trade.  Another affidavit from a friend says the injury occurred at 
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the Keeler Co. boiler yards while he was rolling a boiler and was 
caused by heavy lifting. 

In other papers in 1903, a doctor’s affidavit says that Benjamin 
was 62, 6' tall, 180 pounds, fair complexion, blue eyes, gray hair, 
and occupation blacksmith. 

Finally, on March 16, 1904 he was totally disabled by reason of 
a paralytic stroke and an affidavit dated June 7, 1904 requested 
an increase in his pension from $8 per month, signed with a 
mark (X).  Benjamin died in 1906. 

 
Family of Benjamin Fegley 

Benjamin Fegley born abt 1841 in Lycoming Co., PA, died 24 Jul 1906 
in Williamsport, PA, married abt 1866 to Anna M. Marsh born abt 
1848 in Lycoming Co., died 24 Feb 1888 in S. Williamsport 
Children: 
1. John Wesley Fegley born 4 Oct 1867 in Elimsport, PA, died Apr 1954 

in Cedar Rapids, IA, married abt 23 Nov 1900 in Cedar Rapids to 
Frances M. Holan born 19 Feb 1878 in Chelsea, IA, died 

    12 Jun 1965 in Cedar Rapids 
2. Sarah J. Fegley born 1869 in Pennsylvania, died before 1880 in PA 
3. Luella Fegley born 22 Jul 1871 in Pennsylvania 
    married John C. Ault 
4. William E. Fegley born abt 1873 in Pennsylvania, died before 1899 

in PA 
5. Gertrude Fegley born abt 1878 in Pennsylvania, died before 1899 in 

PA 
6. Carrie M. Fegley born 22 Jul 1882 
2nd wife of Benjamin Fegley: 
married 31 Jan 1895 in Williamsport to Mary Jane Laudenslager Love 
born 11 Jul 1851 Northumberland Co. near Milton, died abt Jan 1938 

 
The earliest mention we have of our grandfather John Fegley 

is in the 1870 census for Lycoming County, Pennsylvania, Post 
Office Elimsport.  John appears as the 3-year-old first child of 
Benjamin and Anna.  There was a bit more diversity in their 
neighbors’ occupations than we have seen for our other 
ancestors of this period.  His father Benjamin is shown as a 
blacksmith, and the neighbors were a farmer, shoemaker, dry 
goods dealer, wagon maker, another farmer, etc. 

By 1880, the family had moved about 10 miles away in Turbot 
Township in Northumberland County.  But with father 
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Benjamin’s many real estate transactions, it wasn’t long before 
they were back in the Elimsport area. 

  John’s mother Annie died at about age 40 in South 
Williamsport, and there is conflicting information about what 
exactly took place in those years.  According to family lore, 
John’s mother died when she was young and the children had a 
cruel stepmother.  One story goes that she baked pies and cakes 
for her own son but John and Will never got a bite.  He and his 
brother left Pennsylvania as soon as they were old enough.  They 
never went back, even when their father was sick and wanted to 
see them before he died.  The brother, Will, settled in Illinois and 
John arrived in Iowa in about 1885. 

There are several things wrong with this story.  John was 
already 20 years old when Annie died in 1888 and would have 
been in Iowa.  So maybe it’s just a matter of the 1885 date being 
incorrect.  But then his father didn’t marry Mary Love until 1895.  
And we know John was in Tipton, Iowa by then because that is 
what he stated in a Quitclaim Deed dated in 1891 that he and 
sister Ella signed for some property that Benjamin had sold.  
Annie was definitely Benjamin’s first wife because a later 
affidavit by second wife Mary said so.  So perhaps the story 
overall is basically correct but the details aren’t.  One possibility: 
Was there a housekeeper with a son who lived at Benjamin’s 
home during the interim?  Another statement attributed to John 
is that his grandfather came from Holland, but as we know, the 
census clearly shows that Charles was born in Pennsylvania. 

John didn’t stay in Tipton long because he met Fanny Holan in 
Cedar Rapids and they were married in November of 1900.  In 
the 1915 state census, the family is shown in Cedar Rapids with 
all four children and living at 1520 N 6 Street.  John was an 
engineer, and had been unemployed for two months the 
previous year.  He had only an 8th grade education.  He owned 
his home which had a value of $1,000.  Although we know that 
later they were members of the Methodist Church, this entry 
shows their church affiliation as Congregational.  He could read 
and write and had been in Iowa for 30 years, additional proof 
that he did arrive in 1885 when he was about 18 years old and 
before Annie died.  We know that he became hard of hearing 
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and it was thought it might be because of all the noises around 
the railroads. 

Five years later the 1920 federal census shows him at that 
same address with an occupation of “_____ man in a railroad 
shop” (the first part of the word is not readable).  He owned his 
home at that time free of any mortgage.  Shortly after that, they 
moved just two doors down the street, to a larger house on the 
corner of 6th street and O Avenue where they (or Fanny, at least) 
lived for the next 45 years.  Their daughter, our Aunt Helen, 
remembered how they first lived in a little two-story house two 
doors down from the corner house.  It was red and she 
remembers "painting" it with water for hours.  The house was 
somewhat below street level so she had a frozen place to play in 
winter and a pond in spring.  She made mud pies at the back 
door and concord grape vines ran all the way down the back 
walk. 

Over the years, in addition to the railroad John seemed to have 
several different jobs.  He worked on the sand barges that plied 
the Cedar River and in the winter he would cut blocks of ice out 
of the river to sell.  This was before the modern refrigerator;  ice 
blocks were placed in the “ice box” in the home. 

Will, Ella, Fanny and John Fegley 
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He developed pernicious anemia around 1930 and one of the 
treatments was eating raw liver.  (Injections of iron came later).   
Partly because of this he decided to retire and sometime after 
that Fanny started taking in men to start a nursing home which 
she maintained almost until the day she died.  

In the 1938 Cedar Rapids Polk's City Directory, an entry shows 
“Fegley John W 
(Fannie M) h1526 
6th NW.”  This is 
the address of the 
house on the 
corner.  He had a 
workshop that 
looked to be an 
addition to the 
main part of the 
cellar.  And in 
that room or a 
small extension of 
it, he brewed beer 
and root beer.  
The aroma as one 

would enter that little room was an indescribable (and not 
entirely unpleasant) mixture of snuff, wood shavings, dusty 
tools, beer, root beer, and whatever exotic ingredients he used to 
brew his concoctions. 

In his retirement his main hobby was his garden.  In good 
weather he could be seen in his little, faded-blue coupe either 
going to or coming from his garden.  It was located in a 
secluded, out of the way spot about 6 or 7 blocks from their 
house just off what was called Valley Street. 

In the last years of his life he suffered a stroke which kept him 
confined to a chair in their home until he finally died in 1954.  
He and Fanny are buried at Cedar Memorial Cemetery in Cedar 
Rapids. 

___________________________ 
 

Thus ends the tale of the genealogical lines of our eight great-
grandparents.  But there are many new stories yet to be written 

Grandma and Grandpa Fegley’s house on the corner 
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by those who follow.  Hopefully this tome will have built a 
foundation for those who will want to continue the stories in the 
future.  May their searches be as stimulating and enjoyable as 
mine has been. 

 
 

For them no more the blazing hearth shall burn, 
Or busy housewife ply her evening care: 

No children run to lisp their sire's return, 
Or climb his knees the envied kiss to share … 
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Appendix A 
 

Finding the Heckmann Village 
 

Day 1 
We drove down the autobahn from Frankfurt with all the 

traffic.  Western Germany is densely populated, industrialized, 
and busy, busy, busy.  We were anxious to get to the rural 
atmosphere of the Pfälz (Palatinate) and couldn’t wait to cross 
the Rhine River and head southwest.  It was raining 
intermittently, not unusual in these parts.  There were several 
changes to connecting autobahns but we were well-mapped and 
it really wasn’t very difficult to find our hotel.  After about 80 
miles we found the turn-off to Birkweiler.  I had chosen this 
village because of the hotel and because I was fairly certain it 
was close to our ancestor’s home.  I had my very high definition 
map which showed all the little roads.  It was a God-send, except 
that it was in spiral book format, very heavy, and Oriette had to 
sit with it in her lap where ever we drove so we wouldn’t get 
lost. 

Birkweiler is a quaint little village.  This was May so the 
tourist hordes, if indeed they do come, were not there yet.  I 

headed for the Hauptstrasse, dead-
ended into it, but couldn’t turn right 
toward the hotel because a building 
was being resurrected and 
scaffolding filled the small street.  
We went left and found an old gent 
stooped over a cane, smiling at us.  I 
mumbled “St. Laurentius Hof 

Hotel”? and he made a swirling motion with his arm, indicating 
to go around and come in from the other side.  It was just as he 
described and we soon found ourselves back on the Hauptstrasse 
at the other end.  A delivery truck stood to the left and I hollered 
the hotel name to the driver.  He pointed just to our right.  We 
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looked up and saw the hotel sign and, with a sheepish grin, 
thanked him. 

I backed up and we found a small brick courtyard at the rear 
of the hotel, used for parking.  It wasn’t yet noon and the big 

door was locked so I went around 
to the front.  That was locked, too, 
so I pressed a buzzer there and 
announced my name.  Frau 
Keuser soon unlocked the door 
and we found ourselves in an 
open inner courtyard with tables.  
It looked like a miniature 

Oktoberfest setup but the weather was a bit cool yet for it to be 
used.  The room was up a flight of stairs, then down a hallway.  I 
was feeling good about the hotel.  The outside walls were made 
of huge stones, a foot thick, the doors were big and heavy, the 
lock fixtures strong, sure and working well.  The room was very 
pleasant.  There was a davenport, two 
stuffed chairs and a small table in a 
nice grouping with a TV in the corner.  
The bed was the usual German 
arrangement, twin beds side by side, 
each with a sheet contoured on the 
bottom and a single comforter for a 
covering.  There was a mini-refrig, 
desks and closets.  The bathroom was large with a window 
overlooking the inner court.  The fixtures were very modern.  
The stool was the familiar German design, with a small shelf in 
the bowl above a small pool of water to the front.  I will spare 
the reader by not explaining the purpose of this design in the 
German mind.  The shower stall was fine with the de rigueur 
flexible hose to the shower head.  There was a door from the 
main room leading to a nice balcony overlooking the parking 
courtyard.  Other buildings surrounded the hotel but it was 
possible to view the vineyard covered hills beyond.  The 
windows and door had the design that enabled opening from 
the side or the top. With the time change numbing our minds, 
we decided to nap right then and there.  This was our home for a 
week. 
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That evening we decided to try Herr Keuser’s cuisine.  The 
hotel was owned by the Keuser family and Frau Keuser was a 
workaholic.  She was constantly on the move, tending to the 
tables, scurrying to the storage buildings in back of the 
courtyard, making phone calls, and setting out breakfast.  We 
asked her advice on the menu items since they were entirely in 
German and there was little we understood.  She suggested the 
Saumagen since it is a Pfälzer spezialität and also a large meatball 
concoction so that we each could sample both.  I had previously 
exchanged emails with a young, unrelated, Heckmann lad in 
North Germany, and when I mentioned we would be visiting 
the Pfälz he said they ate some strange food down there – 
something like Pig Stomach!  Well, that’s exactly what Saumagen 
means (literally Sow Stomach) although to be fair the central 
part of it is potatoes and other meat while the whole is cooked in 
what appears to be the stomach lining (full recipe available on 
request). 

We were hungry and dug in.  It was actually fairly good.  The 
meatball (Leberknödel) was fine, too, but in general I’m not a big 
fan of German food.  It is almost always meat based, with a huge 
slab of meat and just a few token veggies on the side.  Tomatoes 
are seen sparingly and fruit is not abundant.  They did have a 
dessert of vanilla ice-cream covered with warm Himbeeren 
(raspberries) which was delicious!  And the tall flagons of dark 
wheat beer (Hefeweizen Dunkel) helped considerably. 

 
Day 2 

We went down for breakfast to see what awaited us.  The 
breakfast room was a charming place with windows to the 
courtyard and a fireplace in the corner.  The offerings were quite 
extensive and we put a plan into place:  We would stuff 
ourselves on every available item and then we could sail 
through the day without having to stop and look for a place to 
eat lunch. The breakfast consisted of a boiled egg, bread or rolls 
with jam, butter, coffee, orange juice, cold cuts, cheese slices, 3 
kinds of dry cereal with raisins and nuts, and yogurt.  With just a 
banana or two from the grocery store to tide us over lunch, this 
worked fine.  The boiled egg was served in one of those metal 
egg holders standing up vertically so you could remove the top 
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part of the shell and dig out the innards with a tiny spoon.  I 
became quite adept at this procedure so that by the end of the 
week I could remove the top quarter of the shell in one piece and 
eat the egg leaving the rest of the shell in one larger piece.  Not 
bad for a klutz from Iowa.  I began to enjoy it so much that when 
we returned home I missed having it. 

But enough of this idle chatter.  We had some serious business 
to attend to – what about Conrad 
Heckmann, where was our 
ancestral village!?  I took the back 
road out of Birkweiler heading 
for Wollmesheim.  We knew 
there would be vineyards, but we 
were struck by the sheer number 
of them and to the exclusion of 

almost anything else.  It was like Iowa where almost every 
available plot of land is put into corn.  I later asked a local if it 
would have been like this in the 1740s when our ancestor 
prowled around these hills.  I really hadn’t thought so because I 
equated wine with a trivial crop, one not likely to sustain a 
family in the harsh reality of 18th century Germany.  But I was 
assured there was no doubt the vineyards were an important 
part of the economy back then.  After all, the area was a part of 
the Holy Roman Empire for several centuries and wine was no 
stranger to those folks. 

Wollmesheim was just a few Kilometers over the hills and we 
were soon at the village limits, taking pictures.  Call it what you 
will, but I swear I had a sixth-sense that these hills contained our 
roots.  I would be devastated if it didn’t prove out.  But of course 
my intuitions were probably coaxed along by a 1781 document 
stating that one Jacob Heckmann of Wollmesheim, brother of 
Conrad and Catharina, had applied for another inheritance share 
since his two siblings had left for America without permission in 
1748. 
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It wasn’t hard to find the 
church.  The village was small 
and the old steeple stood 
proudly among some trees in 
remarkably well-cultivated and 
attractive grounds.  We were 
told later that the main body of 
the church had been destroyed 
and rebuilt but the old steeple 

was the original and made it the oldest church in the Pfälz!  
Would you believe 900 years?  But was this really Conrad’s 
church?  Had he stood here 250 years ago and looked up at the 
steeple as we were doing now?  Why couldn’t I find his baptism 
in the church records microfilm back in the States?  Why 
couldn’t I find any Heckmann name during that period? 

We walked among the graves to the rear of the church.  The 
stones were in remarkably good condition for a simple reason.  
The maximum stay allowed throughout Germany is 25 years.  
The population density is such that the land is simply too 
valuable to be used for cemeteries.  So after 25 years, out they go 
and a new bunch is laid to rest.  So there would be no finding of 
ancestral graves there. 

The sound of a choir wafted faintly from the building.  We 
explored the grounds a bit, waiting for the church door to open.  
I wanted to approach the Pastor but I was beginning to lose my 
nerve.  After all, the church records hadn’t showed what I 
wanted, what good would it do to ask the Pastor anything?  
There was a stocky, middle-aged man just outside the door and I 
tried to strike up a conversation with him.  It was very 
frustrating since we did not speak each other’s language.  From 
what I could gather, he indicated the Pastor was a lady.  When 
the choir, a small group of senior citizens, came out there was a 
younger woman with a briefcase who marched purposefully 
down the hill toward town.  Was that her?  Or the choir director?  
While I puzzled over this, she disappeared down the hill.  Four 
older ladies went to their car and I tried to speak with them.  Not 
understanding at all, they looked at me as though I were slightly 
daft.  I was trying to find out if that had been the Pastor, but if 
not where would I find her in the village.  They didn’t 
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understand.  Even my pantomimes of a person walking or of a 
pastor preaching produced blank stares, as though this crazy 
foreigner had lost his mind.  They retreated to their car and sped 
off. 

This whole experience left me dazed and disappointed.  I 
rationalized that I wasn’t going to find Conrad here anyway so 
why keep jumping through hoops in Wollmesheim.  We could 
do some sightseeing and then go home.  I took several pictures 
of the town, and then we sped off to Speyer. 

Speyer is a larger city near the Rhine River and there is a 
beautiful cathedral dating back many centuries.  It was not far 
away and we were soon there.  We marveled at the short 

distances between sites.  I believe 
Germany is the size of Colorado, 
so it isn’t like you have to drive for 
hours to find anything.  After 
viewing the cathedral and its 
grounds, we walked over to the 
town shopping area.  It was a nice 
mall with several shops but 
unfortunately as so often happens 
when we visit Europe, they were 
closed at mid-day.  The closing 
hours here were 12:30 to 2:00.  I 
wanted to get some Marks so I 
was wondering if the bank’s 

automatic teller machine would work for me.  It didn’t appear to 
so I asked for help from a younger German fellow.  He spoke 
some English and wanted to help.  I had to muffle a laugh at his 
officious manner, all too common a trait in this wonderful 
country’s citizens.  The author of a book I read on the modern 
German psyche said that inside every German there is a lecturer 
wanting to get out.  This fellow was the quintessential.  He 
thrust out his arms and said something like “One moment 
please.  I must read this” as he scanned a sign.  I tried to mumble 
something to be helpful but he kept shushing me so he could 
think through the problem thoroughly.  He tried his card and it 
wasn’t working.  We were a few steps behind him and I started 
to say something to Oriette.  He wheeled around and was going 
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to shush me again but decided against it when he saw her.  I 
guess it was okay to talk to your spouse during such crucial 
moments.  We finally gave up on the machine, thanked him, and 
walked off. 

There were a couple of hours left in the day.  We were not too 
far from Heidelberg by then and I thought it might be nice to 
make a quick tour of the castle.  That didn’t work.  We got there 
alright but there was too much traffic to justify such a short visit.  
We were very close but as we followed a side street that seemed 
to indicate that was the way to the castle, a Polizist waived us 
away and we ended up on the eastern outskirts.  We decided to 
drive further east on the main road for a ways and then go back 
using the rural roads.  The main road followed the Neckar River, 
a major tributary of the Rhine.  I was aware that to the north of 
the river in the forested hills of the Odenwald there are scads of 
Heckmann families in current day phone books.  But it was very 
difficult to make a connection between that area and the Pfälz. 

I finally veered off the main road and we enjoyed the nice 
country vistas on the small roads leading back toward the Rhine.  
They were all paved, but one road was so narrow I had to keep a 
constant lookout for other cars because two would barely fit in 
passing.  We were hungry and eager to see what Herr Keuser 
could cook up for us.  We strode into the small, cozy dining 
room and Frau Keuser waived us to a small table for two.  We 
had seen several signs in the country indicating Spargel 
(asparagus) for sale.  I spied Spargelsuppe on the menu and also 
Spargelsalat.  Being fearless, I ordered both.  I’ve come to like 
asparagus and the kind they grow is the white variety.  It is 
much milder than the green and it doesn’t, uh, well you know…  
The soup arrived – very white.  So white and so mild that I 
wondered where the asparagus was.  There was little taste of it.  
I assumed it was pureed and let it go at that.  The salat was not 
really a salad – it was supposed to be asparagus chunks and ham 
in a cream sauce.  The asparagus was delicious but – no ham!  
This was a Thursday night and for some reason much busier 
than the night before.  Frau Keuser had two other waitresses 
helping out.  They were all rushing around.  I stopped mine and 
said there was no ham in my salat.  It took some time to get her 
to realize there should have been ham with it.  Even an English 
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speaker sitting behind me piped up and offered that yes, there’s 
supposed to be ham in it.  She finally understood but then came 
the clincher as I kept at her – she said “Oh, do you want the 
ham?”  Of course I wanted the ham and she later brought two 
slabs that were delicious by themselves.  Why do I have these 
troubles?  Oriette had a strudel of some sort and was quite 
content.  It brings to mind my broken tooth over the roast pigeon 
in Italy. 

 
Day 3 

This was our day to go to Baden-Württemberg, a German state 
just east of the Pfälz over the Rhine River.  Our target was 

Lomersheim, the village from where our 
Boger ancestors came in 1754.  It was a bit 
far for country roads so we chose the 
autobahn that goes around Karlsruhe.  
Karlsruhe is rather large so there was a lot 
of traffic.  I had phoned Pastor Zeuner, a 
lady, but she wasn’t in and her husband 
said he would be glad to show us the 
church.  Klaus spoke fairly good English 
and gave us a bit of history about the area.  

The church had some World War (1 & 2) memorials with lists of 
local boys who had stopped some Allied bullets.  Whenever I see 
that it always seems so bizarre.  For a fleeting, irrational second I 
think hey, don’t they know those were the bad guys, and they’re 
honoring them!?  But then reality sets in.  They weren’t Nazis, 
idiot! 

Klaus had his son along and suggested we look at the site of 
the old fort at the top of the hill 
overlooking the village.  It was a steep 
hike for about 2 blocks and when we got 
there it was only a stone with a plaque on 
it.  Oh, it looked like the remains of a 
corner of a building about 50 yards away.  

But you had to use your imagination.  Europeans are much more 
aware of the past than we are.  And their buildings are made 
much sturdier with heavy, thick walls designed to last and last.  
They must be much more expensive to build.  In America, we 



 
 
 

The History of the Hickman Family of Northwest Cedar Rapids, Iowa 

 184

build them to last maybe 30 years or so and then we tear them 
down and build new.  Klaus let me use his email to send a 
message back home.  Then we thanked him and sped off.   

The next stop, a few blocks away, was 
the home of the brother of another 
American Lomersheimer who I had 
exchanged emails with back home.  She 
is descended from the same immigrants.  
She suggested we try to visit him so we 
gave it a shot.  Her brother and wife 

were a nice couple who spoke no English at all but they invited 
us in for coffee and strawberry shortcake.  Their son’s daughter 
was there and she could speak a bit of English, thank God, so it 
wasn’t a total loss. He brought out a family chart but didn’t seem 
to realize we were distantly related.  Their grandson seemed 
anxious to meet us and beamed from ear to ear.  I asked him if 
he played basketball and he answered “no, soccer” in perfect 
English using our term for what he would otherwise have called 
foosball.  The pattern was becoming clear to us.  Older people, 
those over 45 to 50, did not speak much English at all.  The 
younger they were, the better knew English.  One lady told us it 
was because so many of  the younger ones see and hear 
American TV programs.  Of course we ugly Americans, to a 
man, can barely mutter Guten Morgen.  They wanted to know if 
we were going to visit Maulbronn.  Maulbronn is an ancient 

Protestant seminary a few 
miles away.  It was 
established by a cleric from 
Lomersheim centuries ago.  
We told them yes, 
definitely, thanked them, 
and headed off for 
Maulbronn.  It was an 
interesting site, awesome 
in size, and steeped in 

historical significance.  We began to tire and decided to follow 
our same steps back to the Pfälz. 

It seemed reasonable to me to take a break from local German 
food and try to find something different.  I had spied what 
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looked like an Italian Ristorante the day before in Annweiler.  It 
was just a few K over there and sure enough, there on a corner 
was the Ristorante-Pizzeria Da Angelo.  Now we were talkin’.  
The place was apparently run by some Italian folks who spoke 
German.  My mouth was watering despite the smokey 
atmosphere.  Germany has a veritable epidemic of smoking.  To 
me it is a national disaster!  Restaurants are clouded in smoke 
and the Frankfurt airport is one giant bonfire.  It is very hard to 
believe that a nation of otherwise intelligent, up and coming 
people, are oblivious to the harm they are doing to themselves.  
But it isn’t just Germany, it is Europe in general.  We ordered 
salad and spaghetti with some Chianti and the memories of the 
sow’s stomach faded quickly.  They served up the spaghetti with 
a small Pizza-like side dish which I devoured.  Things were 
looking up. 

 
Day 4 

The mission for this day was to visit Alsace, France.  It is hard 
to believe that, engulfed as we were by the German culture in 
the heart of the Pfälz, we were only about 11 miles from the 
French border.  The history of the area tells us about the constant 
battling back and forth over the centuries between the Germans 
and the French.  Looking at a current day Alsatian phone book 
we find such incongruous name combinations as Jacques 
Heckmann, André Heckmann, Angelique Heckmann, François 
Heckmann, etc.  The small French village of Rott lies just across 
the border.  I had noticed in my prior research that there seemed 
to be an inordinate number of Heckmanns in and around that 
area in the 18th century.  The current phone book reveals just 
one left in the area – one Marguerite Heckmann.  It was a long 
shot but perhaps I could find her and she would have a 
genealogy chart going way back and …..  

We set off on the lovely drive down 
to the border.  The countryside was 
gorgeous, revealing vineyards all the 
way to France.  But here and there 
among the vineyards would be 
something else: bright, golden fields 
of some sort of plant we were not 
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familiar with.  Beautiful.  We were told later that it was Raps, 
from which rapeseed oil (and Canola) is produced.  They have 
been growing it since the late Middle Ages.  There were also in 
the fields periodically some plantings around which were 
arranged some very long poles, reaching to the sky about 20 feet 
high, presumably for the plants to climb on.  We later learned 
the plants were Hops, used in making beer. 

We crossed the border without fanfare.  I didn’t even know it 
‘til afterward when Oriette said there was a sign and that there 
appeared to be a station that wasn’t being used anymore or 
perhaps only for spot-checking.  Rott was easy to find, just 
outside the larger town of Wissembourg.  We drove down the 
small main street, looking for the address I had for Marguerite.  
We spied it and I pulled over.  There was a young man of 
African descent sitting near the home and I asked him for help.  
He was pleasant, spoke some English, and wanted to help.  I told 
him the name and address and he looked puzzled and finally 
said there was a family by another name in that home.  At about 
this time a small French woman off to the right came over and 
began to add her two cents worth.  I have some familiarity with 
French but she kept rattling it off a mile a minute.  I told her I 
didn’t understand and tried to continue talking to the man but 
she kept on.  She had a bad case of over-bite plus her upper teeth 
were widely spaced so that as she rattled on her little tongue had 
to work overtime to hit the right places. 

So here I was, an American in France asking a black man in 
English about a German lady whose home was now occupied by 
a stranger and a woman kept asking me questions in French.  
Finally, the new occupant of the house strode toward us.  He 
was a very pleasant man who told me he just moved in a few 
weeks ago.  He empathized with my situation as he also dabbled 
in family history and knew the trials and tribulations.  He took 
me up the street where he asked some ladies for help.  After 
some confusion, they pointed up the street and indicated it 
would be the second house from the next corner.  The gent 
offered to go with me but it wasn’t far so I said it wasn’t 
necessary.  He said to come back and tell him if she wasn’t there 
and he would help me further.  Well, as it turned out, the 
location they mentioned didn’t pan out.  I decided it would be 
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wise to abort the attempt and move on.  Much ado about 
nothing. 

We continued on further south in Alsace enjoying the scenery.  
But soon we were approaching the environs of Strasbourg which 
is a rather large city.  We again opted for the country and turned 
right on a small road.  We headed west, deliberately following 
small country roads that led to cozy villages.  We were soon 
back across the border and into the Pfälzer hills.  A lot of old 
forts can be found perched atop those hills, most of them in 
ruins.  Their purpose was obvious – look out for marauding 
invaders and signal the people in the town or towns below so 
they could rush to the safety of the fort.  We came upon one of 
these – Berwartstein, one of the few that are completely restored.  
It was first mentioned in the year 1152 in the time of the 

Emperor Frederick 
Barbarossa.  We 
joined a tour of the 
fort and the guide 
frequently stopped 
and spoke about it – 
in German.  Of 
course we don’t 
know a lick but we 
got the general idea. 

After leaving the 
fort, we headed back to the hotel.  We nibbled on some grocery 
store victuals, had a couple of beers, some soup and salad, and 
hit the sack. 

 
Day 5 

We wanted to visit the western part of the Pfälz and I did have 
some towns’ names there where lots of Heckmanns lived so off 
we went.  We again shunned the autobahn as soon as possible.  
We were soon in the Pfälzerwald (Palatinate forest) and this was 
perhaps the prettiest part of the region.  It was hilly and forested 
with lots of pines.  The roads quite often followed valley 
streams.  It reminded us of Colorado but without the 
ruggedness.  This was the longest drive of our week, but the 
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prettiest.  Our target was the area of Saint Wendel and a smaller 
town called Tholey. 

It was pretty driving over there but when we got there we 
weren’t impressed.  The villages were not quite as quaint as the 
ones back to the east and south.  I looked up a couple of 
Heckmanns in the phone book but struck out on the visits.  In 
the first case a lady came to the door and was mildly impressed 
that I was an American named Heckmann researching my 
family history.  But she had nothing about her own family 
genealogy (or, more importantly, her husband) so I moved on.  
The next one was in a more impressive apartment building.  He 
looked like Pat Paulson, former TV comic and presidential 
candidate.  This was Sunday and he was watching a soccer game 
on the TV.   He wasn’t terribly interested in any family history so 
no luck again.  There were a few other aborted attempts over 
there and we decided to head back. 

It had been quite a ways so the autobahn seemed in order.  We 
headed a bit south and near the Saarland found one which put 
us back near Kaiserslautern in no time.  From there we wound 
our way over to Neustadt which is the beginning of the French-
German Wine Road (Weinstrasse).  It was a pleasant drive from 
there to our hotel area.  We decided on the Italian Ristorante 
again.  We ordered a pizza with pepperoni and it arrived with 10 
of the largest green peppers I’ve ever seen.  They were the 
strong, sour kind and definitely not what we had in mind.  I told 
the waiter we were expecting meat and he went quickly to 
change it.  He said what we wanted was called pepperoni 
sausage over there.  I can’t imagine anyone wanting all those 
sour peppers on their pizza. 

 
 
 
Day 6 
Only two days left and I had gotten nowhere.  I decided it would 
be better to stay in the original area near Wollmesheim and 
Landau.  I used the phone book again to get some Heckmann 
names in surrounding villages.  The first was a Th. Heckmann in 
Ilbesheim which was close by.  It was noon when we drove 
through the village and the church bells were clanging.  There 
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were few people on the streets and the church door was open so 
I pulled over.  I didn’t see anyone inside but as I stepped out 
again I startled a lady coming up the steps.  I asked her about the 
Heckmann in town but she couldn’t hear with the bells ringing 
so she ducked inside. I was expecting some kindly old wretch in 
monk’s garb pulling on a rope in the tower.  But she threw some 
switches on a control panel with blinking red lights worthy of 
Cape Canaveral.  The bells soon died.  It reminded me of the 
Wizard of Oz who was found out when Dorothy peeked behind 
the curtain. 

The bell ringer had a bike and told me she would take me to 
the Heckmanns in town.  We walked for a while, a strange 
apparition with a lady walking her bike and a crazed American 
trudging along beside.  When it seemed like it might be far, I 
decided to do my best pantomime routine indicating she should 
ride and I would trot along.  This worked for a while but my 
wind began to fade.  Luckily, we soon pulled into a Weingut 
(winery) courtyard. 

A man appeared and she explained to him in German what 
was going on.  She left so he and I tried to continue, each with 
his own language.  His name was Hechtmann whereas I was 
looking for Heckmann but the difference didn’t bother him.  I 
liked him instantly, a man with a very pleasant, helpful manner 
but unfortunately unable to speak a word of English.  I showed 
him the phone number opposite the name Th. Heckmann and he 
said he would summon his daughter.  The word daughter in 
German is Tochter.  I told them later I thought he was going to 
call a Doctor and we all had a good laugh.  His daughter 
appeared, dark-haired, bright, pretty.  We were somewhat 
surprised to find so many dark-haired Germans in the Pfälz.  We 
mentioned this later to a local.  She shrugged her shoulders and 
said over the centuries there were all kinds of people here from 
various lands. 

The daughter proved to be a good English speaker.  They 
offered to call the Heckmann number but there was no answer.  
Her mother appeared and I had a nice chat with the three of 
them, the daughter doing the translating.  They had researched 
their own family history and had the information back quite a 
ways.  They thought the spelling difference wasn’t that 
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significant and felt we might be related.  Turns out the father 
had visited the States three years ago.  He had a distant cousin in 
the Sacramento area.  These nice people were so wanting to help.  
I thought, wouldn’t it be nice to be related to them?  They gave 
me the name and address of a lady from the village who had 
married a Heckmann and moved to another not far away.  I 
wanted to stay longer but then remembered Oriette was still 
sitting in the car back at the church.  So I bid them a fond good-
bye and headed back to the car. 

We drove to three other villages that day, asking Heckmanns 
about family history.  Unfortunately, no dice.  The one in 
Offenbach was an old man with a sour expression who looked 
like a refugee.  His son, dark hair and red moustache, was more 
receptive, puffing on his cigarette as we talked.  Nothing there.  
The lady from the Hechtmann’s village answered the door but 
looked a bit spooked when I said I was an American Heckmann 
doing family research.  Her eyes widened when I said I knew 
she was from Ilbesheim but she shook her head no when I asked 
about family history.  Somehow I didn’t think this cold calling 
method was working. 

We found an open grocery store (no mean feat) and bought a 
bunch of stuff to take back to the hotel.  We dined quite heartily 
in our room and pondered our last day coming up.  I told Oriette 
there was only one alternative left: go back to Wollmesheim. 

 
Day 7 

We took the back road to Wollmesheim again but found a 
different road into town.  There was a town 
sign there and I got out to take a picture.  If 
I couldn’t find Conrad, I could at least 
come back with a bunch of pictures.  I 
thought I’d better bite the bullet and see if I 
could locate the Pastor.  There was a lady 
on a veranda above her garage, sweeping 
up.  She had been watching me and came 
over.  I tried to ask her where I would find 
the Pastor.  She was more than willing to 
help me but could not understand a word I 

was saying.  I knew the word for church was Kirche but my spin 
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on it did nothing for her.  I had heard Klaus in Lomersheim say 
the word Evangelische (Protestant) and I threw that out using 
what I thought was the same pronunciation.  Nothing.  Finally a 
small car with two young people tooled by and stopped.  She 
called to them and the young guy who stepped out shrugged his 
shoulders.  Oh no, this wasn’t going to be my day either?  But 

the driver, a young girl, said she 
understood and came over. She told 
me the Pastor’s name was Örter but 
the residence wasn’t here, it was in 
Mörzheim just 2 K down the road.  
Her eyes brightened when she saw 
how enthusiastic I was to get even 
this small snippet of information. 

Two Kilometers is only about a mile and we were there in 
minutes.  I punched the buzzer opposite Örter and waited.  A 
young, dark-haired man with rather thick glasses opened the 
door.  I told him I was looking for Pastor Örter (pronounced 
Urta) and had some questions about my family history.  He 
hesitated a bit, then invited me in.  He spoke very little English 
and had a strange way of studying me, expressionless.  I felt 
uncomfortable and attempted to explain a bit more what I was 
about.  The blank stare didn’t leave his face as he showed me 
into a room to the right.  There was a desk covered with paper 
and books, a copy machine on its corner.  There were 
bookshelves and a telephone to the right.  He bid me to sit down 
and it began to dawn on me that he was the Pastor.  I had 
misunderstood the man that first day at the church.  We were 
not exactly getting along famously and to make matters worse, I 
blurted out “Oh, I thought the Pastor was a woman!”  He stared 
at me, an incredulous look on his face.  I tried to explain but 
quickly gave up and sat down. 

I was searching for some record of my ancestor born about 
1726 who had emigrated to America in 1748 and would he have 
any records that would help?  Without a word, he got up and 
went to the phone, dialing a number, asking a few questions 
then hanging up.  He told me there was a local woman who had 
the church records on her computer.  I thought, wow, things are 
definitely looking up here.  Mr. Personality went back to his 
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desk, said she would call him back, and commenced xeroxing 
some papers.  I said “you must be very busy.  Do you get a lot of 
requests like this?”  He sighed, “Yes ….. Americans.”  Oh. 

Luckily, the phone soon rang.  It was the woman and she had 
found a Conrad Heckmann.  Hmm.  I tried to hold down my 
enthusiasm, having been burned many, many times before.  He 
told me she said to get my address and she would write to me.  I 
asked to speak to her.  She was in Wollmesheim and pleasant 
enough but told me she would write to me.  I told her I was in 
Mörzheim now and could I stop by instead?  She seemed a little 
surprised at that but quickly agreed. 

I hung up and in my exuberance pulled out a 20 DM note and 
thrust it at him.  “I want to make a contribution to the church.”  
He quietly refused, saying it wasn’t necessary.  I insisted, saying 
it was for the church.  He relented and his personality changed 
for the better.  He went over to the bookshelf and grabbed a few 
post cards of the church and a small pamphlet giving the history.  
I shook his hand but he insisted on accompanying us to the 
woman’s home. 

Ulla Pfaffman and her husband Martin had made wine for 
many years.  Now that they were in their 60s, it was time to turn 
over their Weingut to their son and his wife.  They had prospered 
over the years, enough so to be able to send their son to a horse 
farm in Massachusetts for a year.  But he was back now, the 
spezialität of the Weingut was wine jelly, and Ulla and Martin had 
time for their hobbies.  Ulla’s, obviously, was genealogy.  A Mr. 
Petermann had painstakingly gone through the old church book, 
deciphering the old German script, and writing the information 
down on paper.  Ulla had taken these papers and typed them 
into her PC.  She was also taking classes in Landau and loved to 
discuss 17th and 18th century history.  The Pfaffman Weingut is 
in the heart of Wollmesheim, and the Pastor walked with me 
into their court yard where we were met by the son and his wife.  
They greeted us heartily and we walked back to the living 
quarters.  We ascended two flights of spiral stairs and Ulla 
greeted us at the top.  The rooms were modern and attractive.  A 
large window overlooked a pretty back yard and garden with 
the vineyards beyond.  Ulla was a sharp, intelligent woman with 
reddish hair.  She had her books and papers all laid out on a 
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table and we began to 
discuss my mission.  We 
went over some of the 
papers I had brought 
along and then she 
showed me some records 
from her PC for the 
Wollmesheim church. 

Under Heckmann, 
family of Peter, I saw the 
name Johann Conrad, 
born in 1712.  Nope.  Too 
early. Struck out again.  
She must have 
misunderstood.  But 
wait.  The child died a 
year later.  Not mine.  My 
eyes sped down the list 

and stopped: Hanß Conrad Heckmann, born Dec. 23rd, 1724.  
Hmm.  Maybe.  But two Conrads ?  Yes, this was done quite 
often.  Be careful though.  Look for the siblings that should be 
there.  And there they were :  brother Hanß Jacob, sister Anna 
Catharina.  This must be him !  I looked at Ulla.  She nodded 
slowly, knowingly – yes !  The long search was over. 

We sat with Ulla for a while, discussing families and history.  
She told us about the incessant wars, Louis Quatorze, Napoleon, 
their troops decimating this area a century apart.  The Pfälz was 
everybody’s whipping boy.  We talked about the climate, crops, 
taxes, the church, etc.  I wanted to stay longer but of course we 
couldn’t.  Ulla had other work to do, more research.  She told us 
she would write to summarize what we’d found after she had a 
while to go over everything.  It seemed almost anti-climactic.  
After all the wondering and searching and here a lady sits in the 
middle of the Pfälz with a typed sheet outlining my ancestors.  
Incredible.  Before returning to the hotel that day, I took several 
pictures of Wollmesheim. 

We decided it would be blasphemous to eat Italian that final 
night.  We duly reported to Frau Keuser’s dining room, ready to 
order her best.  Oriette went for Rumpsteak Knoblauchsauce 
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(Garlic sauce with tomatoes) and my choice was Rumpsteak 
Pfälzer Art (with onions).  They were both pretty good, made 
better by a fine local Riesling and raspberry sundaes (Vaneis 
Himbeeren).  To be factual, my steak came with potatoes and five, 
repeat five, peas !  But I wasn’t complaining.  The mission was 
accomplished.  Tomorrow:  Home. 

_______________________ 
 

Epilogue 
 

In the excitement of finding Conrad, I failed to make an 
important observation.  If his family was shown in the 
Wollmesheim Church records, why couldn’t I recognize any of 
those names in the microfilm back home?  The 18th Century 
script was scribbly and bad, but not that bad.  What gives? 

The answer came in a few days.  A letter from Germany 
arrived.  It was from Ulla and she had reviewed the records 
carefully.  She outlined step by step why she felt strongly that 
this family was indeed mine.  The name of the brother, the name 
of the sister, the birth date for Conrad, the father named Peter 
and Conrad named his son Peter, etc.  Then she said “… and 
now you know your ancestors came from Mörzheim.”  
Mörzheim?  I had completely forgot.  Wollmesheim and 
Mörzheim were a joint parish.  The people attended the same old 
church in Wollmesheim since their villages were so close 
together.  But they kept separate records of their own 
congregations.  The records I had been looking at were typed 
from the Mörzheim congregation.  Conrad’s family lived in the 
village of Mörzheim.  She went on to say that brother Jacob had 
married a girl from Wollmesheim and moved there for the rest 
of his life.  That’s why the document I had showed Jacob of 
Wollmesheim was applying for Conrad’s inheritance in 1781.  
Here I had taken a bunch of Wollmesheim pictures and none at 
all of Mörzheim.  Oh, well, maybe next time. 

On our last night in the dining room I had noticed a small 
painting of another village in the area.  Frau Keuser had been 
willing to see if she could find someone who had painted or 
would paint a picture of Wollmesheim, charge my credit card, 
and send it to me in the States.  Now I fired off an email to her, 
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explaining that it was a mistake and to please try to find one for 
Mörzheim.  With my German and her English, God knows what 
I’ll get, but it was worth a try. 
 

Donald Roger Hickman 
May 1999 – Clive, Iowa 
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Appendix B 
 

Grandma Hickman’s Letters 
 

[Our grandmother Alice Garretson was born in 1877 and had a twin 
sister named Elsie.  Her first husband was Gustav. Gustafsson.  The 
text of the letters has been abbreviated to eliminate mundane chatter as 
well as the almost standard opening line that said something like “I 
received your kind and ever welcome letter some time ago and was very 
glad to hear from you.  I will now try and pen you a few lines in 
answer to your long looked-for letter.  This leaves me enjoying 
good/poor health.  I hope when these few lines reach you you will be 
enjoying good health.  It rained/was nice/snowed today, etc.”  The 
correspondents often enclosed snippets of material for their dresses.] 

 
[No date] 
Well Ida if you come down you can get our old machine we 

got a new one so if you want the old one come down just as soon 
as you can.  Mother would a come up today but she was not able 
to come.  Come this week if you can. 

From Alice to Ida 
 
Well Alice we cant come down this week unless it rains for 

France is making hay.  We will come just as soon as we can.  I 
am not very well.  I was up to town and had a tooth pulled out.  
I wanted him to pull all of my upper teeth but he wouldn’t pull 
them out. 

Ida to Alice 
 
[No date] 
Wednesday morn 
Mrs Gustafson 
As Oscar and I are going down to see Nancy next Sunday I 

thought I would let you know do you want to go with us we will 
go if the roads are fit and it is a nice day.  I don’t suppose I will 
get to see you before Sunday we will start pretty early he will let 
you know Sunday morning I guess whether we go or not. 
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Letta 
 
[No date] 
Miss Alice Garretson -, 
It will be impossible for me to take my music lesson 

Wednesday so Fannie and I wont be down.  Will you please tell 
the music teacher?  Will see you Sun. as we expect to go to 
Johnsons. 

Elsa Mentzer 
 
 
Bridgewater, Ia 
July 7 – 92 
Dear Cousin 
…….I was at Bridgewater to the celebration the fourth of July 

but I didn’t have a good time, there were lots of folks there but 
not much going on.  I expect that Frank Ditch took you to the 
celebration didn’t he?  Write and tell me if he did, Mary 
McCreary told who your fellow was so you write and tell me 
who her and Alice Mc. fellows are.  They wont tell me……. We 
had a mess of new potatoes for supper last night……… Who is 
Elsie’s fellow?  How much do you weigh?  I weigh 110 pounds, 
Mother weighs 111, Nora 70, George 73……….. 

Ella Timmons 
In after years when this you see 
I wonder what your name will be 
(I expect it will be Mrs Ditch.) 
 
Central City, Iowa 
July 18, 1892 
Dear Alice, 
….. I had a piece partly written about Elsie’s death, but the 

evening after the funeral I went to Snyders to stay all night and 
Kurtz wrote a notice of her death, and mailed it the following 
morning.  I was very much disappointed.  I expect that notice 
will be in our next Messenger.  You send me Elsie’s age, when 
and where born.  I am going to put an account of Flo’s death in 
our City paper, and will put that in too if you send it to me and I 
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will then send you a copy of the paper.  I write for the paper 
regularly. 

Lizzie M. Rogers 
 
Bridgewater, Iowa 
July 28 ‘92 
Dear Cousin, 
……………….. I was sorry to hear of Elsie’s death.  We are all 

well at present……… We have had to water all of the cattle and 
horses out of the well for a long time but I guess there will be 
enough water in the branch for a while ………. I have had to do 
the most of it myself for the men folks have been away making 
hay they would go in the morning and stay until late at night.  
We have 18 head of cattle and 9 head of horses to water 
ourselves.  Butter is 11 cts a pound, eggs are 11 cts a dozen, we 
milk 7 cows and have 2 little calves to feed……… Pa and John 
are cutting Hiram McFarlands grain today we have not got our 
harvest done yet……we have 6 little guineas, they are awful 
little and pretty….. I have got the tooth ache and it don’t feel 
very nice …….. 

Ella Timmons 
 
Bridgewater Iowa 
Aug 4th 1892 
Dear Cousin 
I will write you a few lines to let you know I am well and hope 

you are the same.  I was sorry to hear of Elsie’s death.  We have 6 
little guineas, we have not commenced cutting our grain yet, we 
have 17 stands of bees and have taken up some honey………. 

Nora Timmons 
 
Central City, Iowa 
Aug 4, 1892 
Dear Cousin Alice, 
………….. I wrote a piece about Elsie’s death and sent it to the 

Gazette.  Was it printed?  I do not take that paper.  I had Flo’s 
printed in the News-Letter ………… 

Lizzie M. Rogers 
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Center Point 
Sept. 1, 1892 
………. We have got our stable almost done.  We will either 

move our house some time next week or be ready to commence 
moving it a week from next Monday.  If we move it next week I 
want you to come up the last of the week or the first of next 
week.  If we move it next week you will find it out  for France 
will come down after Tom and the machine…….. I wonder if 
Annie will let me have any hislips[?]…… 

Ida 
 
Riverside Iowa 
Sept. 18, 1892 
Dear friend Alice,  
….. I was very .. to hear of your sad affliction and you have 

my sincere sympathy in your great loss of a dear sister and you 
must try and bear up under your sad affliction and think of him 
that doeth all things well.  I did not think when we parted at 
annual meeting I would hear such sad news so soon, have you 
any pictures of Elsie?   

Annie Heck 
 
Toddville Iowa 
Oct 13, 1892 
Mr. W. M. Cook 
Cedar Rapids 
Linn Co 
Dear Sir 
I cannot take the book I subscribed for as we told you when 

you was here we did not know wheather we could or not  I hope 
it will be all right and you will not look for us to take the book  I 
thought I would write and tell you and you can sell it to some 
one. 

Yours respectfuly 
Miss Alice Garretson 
[This letter was returned to Alice from the Post Office Dead Letter 

Office on Dec. 2, 1892] 
 
Bridgewater, Ia 
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Nov 2, 1892 
………… Our winter term of school will commence the first of 

December, I guess I will go.  I suppose you go to town to school 
now.  Who does Alice McCreary and Mary go with, tell me 
please.  Alice Mc. said that Frank D. had a new top buggie, I 
expect he takes you a buggie riding quite often.  I was at the 
Greenfield fair one day, I had a nice time.  You and Aunt 
Rebecca had better come out here and stay this winter with us.  
Diphtheria is pretty thick in Fontanelle now….. The men are 
plastering the upstairs today.  I guess they will get the house all 
plastered this week.   

Ella 
 
Riverside, Iowa 
Nov 6th 1892 
Dear friend 
………………. They had a big time in Riverside on Columbus 

day but I did not go, where did you go on Columbus day?  I did 
not know of anybody that had the measles at annual 
meeting……. Mr and Mrs Tisdale and the children were here at 
the Dunkark lovefeast….. 

Annie Heck 
The older the tree 
The tougher the bark 
The younger the girl 
The better to spark 
 
Cessna, Bedford Co [Pennsylvania] 
November 20th, 1892 
[addressed to Mrs Rebecca A. Garretson, Alice’s mother] 
Dear Sister, 
……… Sarah was here on a visit from McKeesport ….. She 

likes it there very well.  She has poor health.  She sews for a 
living……… you wanted to know about my boys.  They are both 
farmers, they both own farms.  John owns a farm in Bedford 
Township, Albert owns a farm near Mowery Mills.  John has no 
children.  Albert has four – three girls and one boy.  The 
daughters - Ada Catharine, Mary Jane, June and Alberta; the boy 
Bruce Enos….. Peggy Miller is still living yet.  She has to take 
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care of her Mother, they say she is near a hundred years old.  She 
is just like a child and is still crazy at times.  There has been a 
great many changes since you left here.  Caroline Ring is very ---
-- at this time.  Ann Hiner is dead, Betsy Hull is dead, David 
Hull, John Hull is dead and a great many others.  You say your 
health is very poor, I hope you will get better, none of us has 
very good health.  I had the grip last winter …… have such a 
cough …….. [Note: Jane, the writer, lived another 12 years, to age 74 
and Rebecca lived to 1915 at age 75]………… I think I have a 
brother living out there somewhere, do you know where he 
lives?  I don’t know anything about him, I guess he don’t know 
he has an old sister back here.  I have enough to live on.  He 
might write to me once and tell me about his family.  I am the 
oldest, he is the youngest…………. 

My love to all 
Write soon 
Jane E. Ellis 
What are the Stoudenhours doing?  June wrote to me that 

Albert was to send her June’s measurements and she would 
send her address.  She never sent it.  He thinks it was a mean 
trick of her.  She needn’t wrote if she didn’t intend send it, he 
says she ……. …….. 

She had no need to write such thing as that if she wasn’t 
agoing to do so. 

 
Traer, Tama Co. 
Dec 7, 1892 
………………. I want you to practice up pretty well because I 

will want you to make my wedding dress, won’t that be nice?  I 
am coming home by Christmas, don’t you tell any of my folks if 
you see any of them ……… 

Angie Cress 
 
Bridgewater, Ia 
Jan 14 – 93 
Dear Cousin, 
………. I came home last night, John came after me, we are 

going to have a dance at our house tonight.  I wish you and 
Frank was here. ………… 
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Ella 
 
Riverside Iowa 
Jan 16  1893 
Dear friend 
I wish you was here to go with me to ringing tomorrow night 

we meet at the neighbors ever Tuesday evening you must try 
and not feel so bad about Elsie it is very hard to part with our 
Dear ones but we must try to meet them in that place where 
there is no more sorry and trouble  we have had meeting at our 
church  Mr Cakerice and Mr Wheeler preached for us  do you 
Remember them they was at annual meeting perhaps you will be 
surprised to hear that I have joined the dunkard church but I 
think it is right and we all have work to do  I wish thair was 
more that would follow the Lord   where did you go on new 
year  I went to church and after church I went home with Libbie 
Seibert  where is Daisy Crerr and what is she doing and where is 
Mamie Crews 

Annie Heck 
When you get old and can not see 
put on your specks and write to me 

Bridgewater, Ia     March 10th, 93 

………. I think I will go to Fontanelle next Wednesday if it is a 
good day………. They elected sub director at our school house 
last Monday and they elected Pap for Director ………. I have 
been to 4 dances, 2 exhibitions and to 2 ciphering matches …….. 
I expect when I hear from you again your name will be Mrs 
Alice Ditch instead of Miss Alice Garretson.  Eggs are 13 cents a 
dozen.  Butter is 15 cents a pound.  Scarlet fever is coming 
around here pretty thick. …….. You and Frank get your pictures 
taken together and send me one of them…………. 

Ella Timmons 
[2 letters enclosed] 
“Bridgewater Iowa” 
Dear Cousin 
……… we have got 50 sheep, 32 old ones and 18 lambs.  Pa is 

director………. We get over a dozen eggs a day……… we don’t 
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make any butter to sell…….. Eli Sullivans youngest child died of 
Scarlet fever and the other one has it now. 

Your ever true cousin, 
Nora Timmons 

Riverside Iowa 
Mar 20 1893 
Miss Alice Garretson 
Toddville – Iowa 
My Dear Friend 
……..I hope your little nephew has got well………Sunday is 

our preaching Sunday  Bro Seibert is going away and we are 
going to have a new minister to preach for us……I poisoned my 
face the other day by putting poison ivy in the stool it is no fun 
to have your face poison did you ever have your face poisoned?  
are you going to the worlds fair or at the annual meeting  I 
would like to go ………….. 

Annie Heck 
 
Sun eve  May 14th / 93 
Cedar Rapids Ia 
Dear friend, 
I suppose you are to church tonight.  I will be glad when I get 

home so I can go.  We had a good time today, I popped corn and 
made candy this forenoon and we walked all over every where 
this afternoon.  Did the band play up there Tuesday night?  I 
hear the band down here quite often….. We looked for you 
down that night.  We went over to the depot and there was quite 
a lot come down that night from Toddville.  I saw you the next 
day….. I suppose you like it in your new house…….. 

Yours truly, 
Marrie Hoff 
Address me to 395 F Ave West – Cedar Rapids 
 
Riverside, Iowa 
May 17, 1893 
……… I would like to ask you if there is many young people 

in Toddville, there are not many around here, but we live two 
miles from Riverside and there is lots of young people 
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there……… Guy Hardy had killed a big wolf and he tried to 
make me believe it was a big dog and he also got four little 
wolfs……… It was very nice of your fellow to get a surprise 
party up for you. 

Annie Heck 

Central City, Iowa July 1, 1893………..Ottis and John will go 
and take their  girls to the celebration and I think Wess will too.  
Harry is going and as Pa had promised to haul milk for the boys 
that day, I don’t see how we can meet you. ……… Come in your 
buggy and come to our place for dinner……….. to see the  
fireworks. 

 
Riverside, Iowa 
July 19, 1893 
Dear friend Alice, 
…………… I would like to have been at the dunkard love feast 

but we have so much work to do that I could not leave home.  If 
you have a dunkard love feast next fall I think I will get to 
come……… we also had harvest hands.  Oh it’s so hot to cook 
for harvest hands…… there is a basket meeting across the Iowa 
River today two miles east of here….. Mr. Hardy got hurt on the 
corn plow and we had to go for the Doc………. There was two 
boys drowned in the Iowa River 4 miles from here, they lived in 
Iowa City. 

Annie Heck 
Dear Friend, remember times are hard and boys are plenty 
so don’t get married until you’re 20. 
 
Laramie Wyo 
July 30/’93 
Dear friend, 
………… I don’t like it a tall here.  This is a nice town but I 

don’t like it.  I have wished more than one time that I would 
almost give my eyes to be back in that dear old home in Iowa.  I 
suppose you are busy sewing and your Mother busy 
weaving……….. How do you like dress making?………. I 
suppose you and Gustav will go to meeting tonight….. Freddie 
has growed like everything, he knowed all of us…. Pa is 
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working in the Bakery until he can get a better job.  He delivers 
all of the bread and cakes and helps the man make bread and 
wash and grease the pans ……….. 

Clara 

Aug 6/93 
Dear Alice – 
I expect to go to meeting Sunday and will go home with you if 

I see Frank but I do not know whether I can see him or not maby 
he will be at meeting Sunday I hope he will so we can go.  I 
suppose we could go any way. 

Maurine Hoff 
River Side Iowa 
 
Laramie Wyo 
Aug 13/’93 
………. This is Sunday morning.  The train is just going out 

now.  Anna Pool started for Iowa last night and will get to Cedar 
Rapids Monday morning and is going to stay a few days and 
then go to the worlds fair ………. How I wished I was in her 
place.  You wanted to know how I like sewing I have not begun 
yet  I am going in the first class dress making shop and sew so I 
can learn all of the extra sewing and fancy sewing.  The woman 
wants me just as soon as I can but I can’t go now until September 
some time next month.  The woman is a fine dress maker and 
she takes girls and learns them to sew or to learn them to cut too.  
They help her sew and it don’t cost me nothing, haft to board 
myself.  The woman where I am going she made 13 hundred 
dollars in one year, she keeps four and five girls all of the time, 
they sew while she cuts and shows and learns them…………. I 
suppose you are taking in the camp meeting today.  Are the 
apples ripe?  My how I wish for one from home…… there is 
nineteen saloons here, isnt there enough , eleven years ago there 
was 42, isn’t that awful? 

Clara Mason 
 
Laramie, Wyo, Sept 15, 1893 
Dear friend Alice 
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…………. Well Alice I heard that you was Auntie once more I 
suppose Momma and Papa think lots of the baby….. for George 
and Anna I would like to see them the first time they go out with 
it, I suppose down to Grandmas will be the first place that is 
always the first place to Grandmas……….. Pa has bought the 
bakery out and we run it ourselves only we have a girl and we 
will only keep her long enough to learn all of the things and we 
will run it ourselves, we all like it pretty well.  Pa gets lots better 
bread than the fellow did that run it, he got wreckless and didn’t 
care.  How are you getting along sewing?  I began and sew one 
week and then I had to stop but I liked it awful well what little I 
did sew………….. 

Clara Mason 
 
River Side Iowa 
Oct 6  93 
………….. We had our love feast two weeks ago there was five 

girls and four boys here from Kinross they came here fryday 
evening and they were with us fryday and Sunday night   they 
came to the love feast  Brot Wheeler and daughter from Rockton 
Marshall Co Iowa was here to attend our love feast  Brot 
Dessenberg from Ohio was here and preached for us a week.   
Golda and Guy Hardy and I went to see one of our neighbors 
boil molasses Tuesday evening we had lots of fun.  I went with 
Mellie and Amy Cline and their father to English River Church 
to attend a love feast we went in a spring wagon it is 32 miles 
from here don’t you think we had a good time…….. Sunday is 
our preaching Sunday…….. I am going to RiverSide next week a 
visiting………… 

from your true friend 
Annie Heck 
 
October the 7 [1893?] 
Palo, Linn Co Iowa 
………. I wish that you would send for that Pollean stuff for 

me as soon as possible and send it to Palo.  And I started baby a 
hood over to Mary Johnsons and if you will finish it I will pay 
you for it.  Well I been canning apples and making apples butter.  
I am in a hurry for Steve is going to Center Point today …… 
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from Anna Vanfossen 
 
Laramie Wyo 
Oct 21 1893 
Dear friend Alice 
………..I am not going to meeting tonight – there is no fun in 

going to meeting here.  This is Sunday evening.  I suppose you 
will go to meeting at Toddville tonight……. When are you going 
to send me one of your pictures?  ……….. I would like to have 
one of you and Gus ……….. The boys go to school they are 
learning awful well more than in the country schools.  But when 
they get to thinking about home they about cry, they said the 
other day that they wished they was home to play with Bob 
Hagerman and the Gott boys………….. 

Clara Mason 
 
Oct 23  93 
….. I could not tell if I was coming or not till I saw Bro Seiberts 

they are going in a spring wagon and wanted me to go with 
them well Alice if nothing hapin I will be to  Dry Creek Church 
next saturday now be sure and be there don’t forget I don’t 
know what I would do if you was not there …….. 

you Friend in a hurry 
Annie Heck 
 
River Side Iowa 
Nov. 5  1893 
………… I came  to hillsiding Thursday evening the folks did 

not get my card and they was not there to meet me.  Brot. Seibert 
was there and I went home with him and stayed all night 
……….. Good night and sleep tight. 

Annie Heck 
 
Robins, Iowa 
Nov 22, 1893 
Miss Alice Garretson, 
Dear Friend 
Inclosed please find $1.50 the price of the making of my dress.  

I beg your most humble pardon for this long delay ……………… 
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Delia E. Gorton 
 
Laramie, Wyo, Dec 3/’93 
Dear friend Alice 
……..The mail train was awful late that come from the east 

……… I suppose you are awful lonesome since Gus has left 
………. Oh my we had beans for dinner and you know how fine 
they are…… I will send you a piece of my hair, I will show you 
how the light air affects the hair, I have got white hair and green 
eyes and the people say I am the prettiest girl in Laramie but I 
don’t know how true it is (ha ha ha) 

Nell Mason 
Laramie Wyo 
Dec 17/’93 
Dear friend 
……. This is a beautiful evening.  Fred is laying over my letter 

so that I cant hardly.  My he is a case to deal with he is just as full 
of meanness as he can.  I would love to see Mary Hagerman  I 
dream about her awful often.  Well it is almost Santa Clause time 
wonder if the old fellow will stop for us.  It is to bad that your 
fellow is gone and you have not got no way to go anywhere.  I 
wished you was here this evening  Gertie and I are going up 
town to night almost every store has pictures in front and it 
work by machinery we are going I wished you was here to go 
along.  It is like summer here the roads is dusty and we can leave 
our kitchen door open in the day time.  It takes spells here but it 
is lovely now.  …….. 

Clara Mason 
 
River Side Iowa 
Dec 21  93 
………… we had a fine day today just like spring  the 

sleighing is all spoilt.  Did you have a sleighride yet?  I had two 
or three.  I have been in Lonetree the past five weeks in a 
Restaurant the work was awful hard and I did not like it………. I 
suppose your fellow will be at home on Christmas………. I 
suppose you have got lots of letters from your fellow by  this 
time………… 

Annie 
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Toddville Iowa 
Dec 24, 1893 
Mr & Mrs. Gustavison, 
I wish you a happy life, and all the enjoyments there is in it for 

you, but you little realise what you are doing, or the vows to 
holly to be broken, that you are takeing upon yourselves, but I 
will close wishing you all the good luck, you gus in your 
studdies and alice at home alone, 

Good bye & God Bless you, 
From Nancy 
 
Laramie Wyo 
Jan 7/’94 
Dear friend 
……. This is a very cold day to day.  I have had the grip and is 

getting over it.  Fred is pretty sick boy.  Ina wanted to write to 
Grandma and let her know it.  I am trying to work out this 
winter I get $15.00 a month ……….I heard you was gowing to 
get married when we heard about your mother gowing to get 
married.  I was expecting it.  You was married in the same house 
that Ma and Pa was and Mr Synder married them……… 

Clara 
 
Laramie Wyo 
Jan 27-‘94 
Dear friend 
………… We are all pretty well and awful lonesome……… I 

suppose you are at home yet.  I bet you will get awful home sick 
when you haft to go.  I hope you will stra—a better place than 
this and then it will not be so bad for you.  Isent that awful about 
Burris neighbor gowing to get married that goes to show how 
much he thought of uniata dosent it……..They was a man 
gowing to California and was gowing through here and he died 
on the top of the mountain he could not stand the raise he was 
gowing there for his health he was a laundry man and he was a 
chinimen………..Pa is helping a baker today  I guess he got on a 
drunk  I never seen such a place for drinking almost ever women 
in town drinks it is nothing for a women to drink.  I am gowing 
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to have company this after noon.  We are gowing to have corn 
bread for dinner.  I will be awful glad when we can go home and 
I hope it will be before long I cant bear the place since poor little 
Freddie is gone my it is awful lone some with out him  I want to 
get out of here as quick as I can now  I don’t believe I could 
make my home any where but in Iowa since Freddie is 
gone……… 

Clara M. 
 
River Side Iowa 
Jan 28 1894 
Dear friend Alice 
…………..I suppose you are busy cooking for someone else, 

well Alice I was very much surprised when I read your letter to 
learn that you was married, when I was there last fall I thought 
you and Gust would be married in the near future but not so 
soon , it was quite a surprise.  Well Alice what little I have saw of 
Gust I think you have got a good man.  I think your wedding 
dress is awful nice and your wedding presents I think are all 
very nice and useful…… 

Annie Heck 
 
Bridgewater, Iowa 
Jan 31 – 94 
Dear Cousin 
……….. was not very much surprised about you getting 

married for I expected it for quite a while.  Well I wish you a 
long and happy life. 

Ella 
 
Mar 4 1894 
Dear friend Alice 
…….. I suppose your husband will be home soon, I know you 

will be awful glad to see him.  You must be lonesome without 
him.  Your Mother will be awful lonesome when you go away, is 
she going to live by herself?  Tell her I said for her to catch on 
some rich widower and I will come and see her…….. Guy and 
Golda Hardy are exposed  to the measles.  I am glad I had them 
when I was little…… 
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Annie Heck 
 
Laramie Wyo 
March 13, 1894 
………… I suppose it wont be long until you will leave 

Toddville ……….. There is a good many tramps out here this 
spring.  Do you still sew?  You wanted to know if I had a piece of 
your wedding dress I have not  I want you to be sure to send me 
a piece and I will put it in my cushion  send me a piece of  some 
of your dresses…… Is there many parties out there?  There is no 
parties here a tall, all the people thinks of is to have card parties.  
I don’t think there is a woman in town that what can play cards.  
There has been several wanted me to play and ask me if I could 
play.  They could not hire me to play cards with them.  I would 
like to have a buggy ride.  I have not had a ride since I left 
home……. 

Clara Mason 
 
River Side 
May 1894 
…………  A Methodist preacher preached in our church this 

forenoon but I did not go …… Well Alice I hope you like your 
new home ……. 

Annie 
 
Rio July 20 1894 
My Dear friends 
……. I have often thought of you and of our very pleasant 

visits together during your short stay here in Rio.  No I must say 
that I don’t blame your dear Mother for wanting you both nearer 
home…… 

Mrs Delos Curtis 
Rio Wisconsin 
 
River Side Iowa Aug 5, 1894 
Mrs Alice Gustafsson 
……………… Oh Alice I was so sorry to hear that your health 

so poor but I do hope your health is better by this time 
soon……….. I went to see a big baseball game played between 
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RiverSide and south English boys.  There was 500 people to see 
them play.  ….. Where did you go on the forth of July I went to 
Iowa City a town 11 miles north of here …….. I suppose you was 
awful glad to get home and see your Mother and sisters. 

Annie Heck 
 
Rio August 17/894 
…. I was sorry to hear that you were so poorley  you were 

looking so well when you left Rio  I must say that wisconsin is a 
healthy state.  I wish you had staid one year or more.  Mrs 
Goodwin is not at home so I told Mr Goodwin that you and your 
husband wished to be remembered ….. Mr Goodwin said that 
when I wrote you to tell your husband that if he wanted to come 
back and finish learning telegraphing that he would take him 
and he would do all he  could to help your husband in the future 
so your husband can do as he likes……… The merchant near the 
depot he was buried one week last Wednesday died of 
consumption he was an old Bach[?} he leaves about thirty 
thousand to his brothers and sisters………. 

Yours in true friendship and love 
Mrs Delos Curtis 
Rio Wisconsin 
 
Dec 24, 1895 
[postmarked Dec 27, Toddville Iowa, addressed to Mrs. Alice 

G. Gustafsson at 129 F Ave West, Cedar Rapids] 
Dear children 
I will drop you a few lines to let you know how we are 

…………… [the rest of the letter is almost illegible] ………… 
…… this from your Mother. 
 
Lonetree Iowa 
Dec 28, 1895 
[The envelope was  post marked Dec 26, 1895 in Shoo fly, 

Iowa, then Lonetree Dec 26, then Toddville Dec 27, and finally 
on an unreadable date in Cedar Rapids.  The address for Alice 
had been changed in different ink from Toddville to 129 F Ave. 
West, Cedar Rapids] 

Dear Friend Alice 
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….. We had a sale the 18 of Sep. we thought we was going to 
Arkansas but I guess we are not agoing my husband and his 
brotherinlaw went to Arkansas the 28 of Aug to see the country, 
they stayed two weeks but they did not like it there.  My 
fatherinlaw and brotherinlaw went to Missouri about two weeks 
ago, they came back last Tuesday.  They like the country.  I don’t 
know if we will go there or not but I think we will….. I got your 
picture all right.  I was very glad to get it.  I think it is a good 
picture of you and your husband.  I think you have got a nice big 
baby [our half-Uncle Otto].  He looks so bright in his picture he 
must be quite a big baby now.  I wish I could see him.  I know he 
must be awful sweet, he looked so in his picture.  Some of my 
friends in his picture they thought he was a big bright baby for 
his age…… Are you still staying with your Mother?  How is 
your Mother?  Is she well? 

From your true friend 
As ever 
Annie [Heck] Rhodes 
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Appendix C 
 

The Fegley Name 
 

In America we have the following spellings, which are all 
believed to be related: FEGLEY, FEGELY, FEGELEY, FAGLEY, 
FAGELY, FEGLY, FAGLY, FOEGLI, FOEGLEY, FOEGELY, 
FAEGLEY, FAEGELY, FOGLEY, FOGELY, VOEGELI, VOEGLI, 
VOEGELY, VOEGLY, FEIGLEY, FAIGLEY, etc.!!  These names, 
with the exception of VOEGELI, are practically nonexistant in 
Europe. There are the usual reasons why the  spellings got 
changed over here (English clerks, simplification, family 
preference, assimilation, etc.).   

An exception:  The spelling VOGEL ("bird") probably 
represents entirely unrelated source families.  There are more 
than 34,000 Vogels and Voegels in Germany alone, so for 
practical purposes, it is convenient to ignore them (at our peril?).  
The original folks we're talking about here had a name that was 
spelled Voegeli or Voegelin ("little bird") and they were from 
Germany then Switzerland.  When pronounced by a German 
speaker, it may rhyme with VAGUELY or perhaps GURGLY 
although the R would be subtle.  They were definitely Germanic 
or Swiss-Germanic people.  Current European phonebooks show 
the following approximate number of various spellings: 

 
Country Voegeli Voegelin Fegley Fegele Voegli Voegely 
Switzerland 1400 280 0 0 1 0 
Germany 217 27 0 2 1 9 
Alsace & 
Lorraine 

27 24 0 9 0 0 

Austria 3 1 0 0 0 0 
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That pesky umlaut: 
The umlaut-o [ ö ] only gets introduced in two instances: Plural and 
Diminuitive.  Variations can occur due to time period or local dialect: 
the bird in German is der Vogel 
the birds in German is die Vögel    
the birdie in standard German is das Vögelchen or das Vögelein, in 

very old German das Vögelin, in Swiss German das Vögeli, in 
Franconian German das Vögele. 

the birdies in standard German is die Vögelchen or die Vögelein, in 
very old German die Vögelin, in Swiss German die Vögeli, in 
Franconian German die Vögele. 

Note: Franconia is a large area for which the geographical center would 
very roughly be Heidelberg. 
 
Comment seen on an Internet Mailing List: "I vaguely remember 
several school buddies named VOEGELE, who pronounced their 
name 'Vaguely' so FEGLEY is no stretch."   

...which inspires this limerick: 
My ancestor’s name was spelled Vögeli, 
but in America it got changed to Fegley. 
It was caused by a clerk over here (what a jerk), 
now the connection is known only vaguely. 
-Don Hickman 
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Appendix D 
 

The Story of Vogel Mountain 
 

The following appeared on the menu at the 255th Voegelin 
Anniversary Reunion held on Sunday, October 9, 1988 at the 
Country Fox Inn in Red Hill, Pennsylvania.  It has been 
translated from the original German and it is obvious that 
something has been lost or garbled in the translation.  It is rife 
with non sequiturs and missing connections, but hopefully the 
reader will be able to decipher most of it.  This writer’s attempt 
at the basic outline of the story has been presented in the Fegley 
chapter. 

It is important to note that the time, place-names, events and 
people that serve as historical background of the story have been 
researched and found to be accurate.  Items marked with an 
asterisk (*) are historically correct and are referred to in the 
explanation that follows the story.  Items of family lore such as 
the small cross, the silver container, etc. are, of course, another 
matter.  

 
(Translated by Melissa Carter 1987 

From Das Vogelberglehen von Paul Suter) 
 

Der Vogelberg am Passwang 
 
Vogel is high above 

Louel lies in the basin 
Bürten down below 

Reigoldswil in the valley. 
 

“The above-mentioned verse, which was sung decades ago by 
local musicians as an interlude in the ‘Trio’ portion of a dance, 
beautifully characterizes the altitude of this mountain.  Vogel 
Mountain was designated by the surveyor Georg Friedrich 
Meyer in 1681 as ‘the highest mountain in the Basel area’.  
According to the 1:25,000 scale map #1087, Vogel Mountain’s 
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benchmark 1204.1 (618 400/246 400) lies directly in the Solothurn 
canton (also called Passwang or the Passwang’s Vogel Mountain 
Peak).  The highest peaks on Reigoldswiler or Lauwiler Boden 
are the 1160 meter high ridge on the northern slope called 
Schattberg (Shadow Mountain), and the 1152 meter high 
Vogelberghochi, crowned with a large Basel boundary marker 
(dated 1727).  The local Lauwil-Reigoldswil border also begins at 
this later spot. 

“When an institution can look back on an existence of several 
hundred years, its inception often loses itself in myth.  In the 
Vögelin family’s verbal tradition, the inheritance was connected 
to an ancestor’s wages, which established one’s nobility at the 
time of a war.  The Reigoldswiler teacher F. Jenny built this 
tradition up to a fanciful portrayal in the story within the story 
‘The Legacy’, which appeared for the first time in 1869 in the 
serial ‘The Landschäftler’ and was then reprinted twice. 

“Although the Vogel Mountain investiture was clearly made 
through the ruling city of Basel, the age of knights and convents 
is conjured up by this beloved and ‘historically correct’ story, 
and the entire thing is put into the framework of a Swiss story.  
In the following the story’s content is briefly summarized:  in 
Reigoldswil* the author is witness to the division of the 
mountain taxes from Vogel Mountain to the various Vögelin 
families.  On the following Sunday he visits Vogel Mountain 
with a member of the family and learns the story of the legacy 
from this informant: 

“Friar Rudolf, who is married to the Alsatian noblewoman 
Ursula von Geroldseck*, lives in the castle Ramstein*.  Father 
Bernard, prior of the St. Romai* convent at Lauwil*, is often a 
guest there.  The latter pursues Cäcilia, the castle 
mistress’visiting younger sister.  She secretly gives birth to a girl 
at her father’s castle in Alsace.  The criminal Friar makes an 
attempt on this child’s life.  He recruits the Ramsteiner’s two 
dishonorable sons, Hans Imer and Hans Bernhard, for the plan.  
Those two kidnap the child and authorize a page to kill it.  The 
page is horrified by the dreadful deed.  He sets the child in the 
forest near Zullwil* and gives Hans Imer a small cross with the 
Geroldseck coat of arms on it, which he had taken from the 
child.  The girl is found by the farmer Hans – a former serf of the 
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Ramsteiners.  He adopts the child and raises it with his two boys 
in a simple fashion.  A short while later, Hans Imer is found 
killed in a forest.  The small cross, which he carried with him, is 
gone. 

“In the meantime, at the farmhouse near Zullwil, the girl, who 
is called Anna, has blossomed into a young woman.  She is 
especially attached to the younger of the brothers, Friedrich, 
who got the nickname ‘Vögelin’ because of his love for nature 
and birds.  The older one, Hermann, becomes an armourer and 
soon lands his own job in Breisach*.  Friederich, in any case, 
leaves his homeland and goes to his brother.  There he is caught 
up in the whirlwind of events and takes part in the resistance to 
the Burgundian governor Hagenbach*, for whose arrest he 
works hard.  He, however, is arrested later by Hagenbach’s 
friends and must face death.  He narrowly escapes, heads back 
home, and takes his place in the Swiss army, which awaits the 
attack of Charles the Great*.  In the meantime, it has gotten 
lonely back at Ramstein for Friar Rudolf.  He places a bet with 
the Friar from St. Romai and wins a silver container, but gives it 
back against a written promise of Upper Bürten*, a promise 
which the Ramsteiner inherited, along with other goods, after 
the death of the sister-in-law Cäcilia.  No sooner does the sly 
father bask in his success than the vengeful nemesis approaches! 

“Quite miraculously, it is discovered that the Lauwil farmer 
Hans’ foster daughter is Cäcilia’s own daughter.  The Battle of 
Murten* takes place at this time, where Friedrich saves the life of 
the Solothurner leader Hans Bernhard of Ramstein.  He, himself, 
is severely wounded, however, and is lovingly cared for by the 
Ramsteiner.  At this time the little cross that had been removed 
from the murdered Hans Imer appears on a Burgundian 
partisan, and the Friar of St. Romai reveals himself as the 
murderer.  After Friedrich’s recovery, the Ramsteiner and his 
follower return home.  The Friar, however, has already come up 
with a retaliatory plan and has let Anna’s foster father be thrown 
into prison.  Anna, herself, is said to have disappeared into a 
convent.  Friedrich’s return trip ruins this plan.  The lovers are 
united and Anna regains the privileges of the heiress of 
Geroldseck. 
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It looks like a happy ending, but the slightly punished Friar 
comes up with a new plan, in which he recruits the villain 
Thomas von Falkenstein, whom Friedrich ambushes and shoots 
on Vogel Mountain before his fiancée’s very eyes.  The one who 
causes the death – the villainous Friar – ends up in the gallows.  
The uncomforting Anna of Geroldseck goes into the convent and 
wills her fortune to the endowment.  At her suggestion, Uli 
Vögelin receives the Upper Bürten meadowlands for utilization, 
and the endowment is confirmed as an inheritance through the 
document of the city of Basel.” 

 
*The following names, dates, and places are historically correct 

(mileage is as the crow flies): 
Reigoldswil – A small town about 12 miles south of Basel and 2 

miles north of Vogelberg (Passwang). 
Geroldseck – A castle 50 miles north of Basel, in present day 

Germany just east of the Rhine river. 
Ramstein – An ancient castle now in ruins near the town of 

Waldenburg, 2 ½ miles east of Reigoldswil. 
St. Romai – A medieval church; some ruins remain. 
Lauwil – A small village just south of Reigoldswil. 
Zullwil – A village 4 miles west of Reigoldswil in the Solothurn 

canton. 
Breisach – A city 32 miles north of Basel on the Rhine river.  The 

citizens revolted against Hagenbach in 1474. 
Hagenbach - The first person in history known to be tried for war 

crimes.  He was tried and convicted for murder, rape, perjury and other 
crimes in violation of ‘the laws of God and Man’ during his occupation 
of Breisach on behalf of Charles, Duke of Burgundy, at a time when 
there were no hostilities. 

Charles the Great – A misnomer.  It was actually Charles the Bold of 
Burgundy, not Charlemagne who reigned over 600 years before. 

Upper Bürten – The upper meadows of Vogel mountain. 
Battle of Murten – In 1476, the Swiss dealt a severe blow to Charles 

the Bold at this city 40 miles to the southwest in Fribourg canton. 
Falkenstein – A castle partially in ruins about 5 miles south of 

Reigoldswil. 
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Appendix E 

Benjamin Fegley at Fredericksburg 
 

Benjamin Fegley fought in the bloody Battle of Fredericksburg, 
which is included in the History of Pennsylvania Volunteers, 1861 – 
5; prepared in compliance with acts of the legislature, by Samuel P. 
Bates, member of the Historical Society of Pennsylvania: 

 
“At the close of October, the brigade crossed the Potomac, and 

shared the fortunes of the army in its movement through 
Virginia, until it arrived in front of Fredericksburg.  The 
preparations for a decisive battle, which had been in progress 
since the advent of Burnside to the chief command, were finally 
completed, and on the 11th of December the brigade moved from 
camp to participate in the desperate struggle.  They lay near the 
Phillips’ House until the afternoon of the 13th, when they were 
ordered to move, and at three o’clock crossing on the upper 
pontoon bridge, marched through the town under a ceaseless 
cannonade, and on out through the suburbs to a little hill on the 
left of the road, under cover of which the line of battle was 
formed.  When all was ready, the word to advance was given, 
and at a double-quick they moved forward.  Two hundred yards 
in front they encountered a mass of their own men, remnants of 
a previous charge, lying prostrate on the ground.   

Instinctively the men dropped, and opened fire upon the 
enemy, who was lying under cover of a stone-wall in front.  The 
line was soon after re-formed, and advanced to within thirty 
yards of the wall, keeping up a steady fire.  Failing to make any 
impression, the command was withdrawn, after having been an 
hour and a half under fire, the regiment having lost twenty-one 
killed, one hundred and thirty-two wounded, and twenty-four 
missing.  In his Official Report of the battle, Confederate General 
McLaw said:  

  
”The body of one man, supposed to be an officer, was found within 
about thirty yards of the stone-wall, and other single bodies were 
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scattered at increased distances, until the main mass of the dead 
lay thickly strewn over the ground, at something over one 
hundred yards off, extending to the ravine, commencing at the 
point where our men would allow the enemy’s column to approach 
before opening fire, and beyond which no organized body of men 
were able to pass.” – General M’Law’s (Rebel) Official Report. 

 
The regiment rested at night upon the field, and at three on 

the following morning it was aroused, and receiving a fresh 
supply of ammunition, was posted behind the little hill which 
had afforded protection while forming on the previous 
afternoon.  They were here exposed to a constant fire from the 
enemy’s sharp-shooters, losing one killed and one wounded.  
This position was held until dark of the 14th, when the regiment 
was relieved, and retiring, slept that night on the streets of 
Fredericksburg.  During the day following, the 15th, it remained 
in the town, and at evening moved to the right to the support of 
artillery.  At midnight it was taken to the extreme left of the 
town, and at three in the morning, evacuated the place and 
marched in a drenching rain to the camp which it had left near 
Potomac Creek. 

Captain George W. Ryan, and Lieutenant William A. Bruner 
were killed; Captains David A. M’Manigal, and Isaiah B. Davis, 
and Lieutenants D. D. Mutthersbough, D. L. Green, Grant S. 
Waters, and Joseph M. Irwin, were severely wounded, and 
Captains Charles Davis, and Joseph S. Waream slightly 
wounded….. 

General Humphreys said ‘…….. they have fought as well as 
the best troops at Fredericksburg and Chancellorsville.’” 
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