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The Derryberrys of Burke County:  The First Generation 
By Brian Anton 

 
 The Derryberry family that originated in Burke County has many thousands of descendants today.  
In an article that appeared in the previous issue of this journal,1 I established that they were descended 
from Johann Michael Dürrenberger (b. 1716), an immigrant from the Alsace region between France and 
Germany, who along with at least two brothers arrived in 1738 and settled first in New Jersey, probably 
in Morris or Hunterdon County.  Between 1763 and 1770 he and his family made their way down to 
western North Carolina on the Great Wagon Road from Philadelphia, a common migration route for both 
Germans and Scotch-Irish.  He probably settled on or near Burkemont Mountain not far from Silver 
Creek, appeared on a 1770 Rowan County tax list, and is last mentioned on a 1778 Burke County land 
entry.  In all likelihood he died between 1778 and 1790, since he does not appear on the 1790 census, 
although the Anne Derryberry listed on that census was probably his widow.  I attribute all seven “first-
generation” Derryberry men who appear in 18th century Burke County records to Michael and Anne for 
lack of any likely alternative, and I refer to them as brothers although all the evidence for this is 
circumstantial.  In this article I will discuss what we know about the lives of each of these seven in turn.2 

Adam Derryberry was born between 1740-1750 based on the 1830 census.  During the 
Revolutionary War, he served in a local North Carolina militia in the Third Chickamauga Expedition.  For 
his service, he received vouchers redeemable to pay taxes and land entry fees dated Sep 1783.3  He 
entered 100 acres of land on Mill Creek, off the north side of the Catawba River, on 5 Dec 1784 (no. 
204), and it is entirely possible he used his war service vouchers to assist with this entry.  Prior to that, 
Adam was probably living on the south side of the Catawba, since a land entry to John Franklin dated 3 
Mar 1778 (no. 331) concerns 200 acres including an undescribed improvement that Franklin purchased 
from Adam.  In 1790, Adam is the only Derryberry enumerated in 7th Company of Burke Co., which 
included modern lower Caldwell Co. and Lower Creek.  He was probably the first Derryberry to leave 
North Carolina, since he is found on the 1795 tax list of Russell Co., VA, where he was joined a year later 
by his brother Michael.  From there he went to Garrard Co., KY, where he appears on the 1800 tax list.  
This route almost perfectly follows the access trails from Morganton, NC to the Cumberland Gap in 
Virginia, and then the Wilderness Road from there to Kentucky. 
 After 1800, Adam migrated south into Williamson Co., TN.  Family legend states that he first 
settled in the Harpeth River bottomlands, where an outbreak of typhoid fever claimed the lives of some of 
his children.  Following that tragedy, they moved to a homestead between the hamlets of Rally Hill and 
Kedron in the area that in 1807 would become Maury Co., TN.  About 1802 he built a two-story log 
house there called Pineview that was still standing by Jan 1991, when it was entered in the National 
Register of Historic Places as the oldest free-standing edifice in Maury Co.  (Unfortunately, it has since 
been demolished.)  Tradition states his wife’s name was Eve Liggett, but based on the absence of the 
Liggett/Legate name in Burke Co. where they would have married, this is unlikely.4  From the early 
marriage records from Williamson Co., TN, we have a good record of his surviving children.  His family 
was very prolific, with three sons remaining in Maury Co. and two migrating to Texas.  Adam and his 
wife both died between 1830-1840 and are buried in the cemetery across the street from Pineview on 
Lasea Road. 
 John Derryberry was born roughly in 1750 based on his children’s ages, and land records suggest 
that he died between 1778 and 1780.  He and his brother Michael were the first to appear in records, both 
entering adjacent 100-acre parcels of land on Kennedy’s Fork of Silver Creek on 9 Mar 1778 (entries no. 
336 and 335, respectively).  Both parcels were surveyed on 26 Feb 1780 and granted on 28 Oct 1782.  
Interestingly, although entry no. 336 from 1778 was in the name of “John Derryberry,” the corresponding 
survey (1780) and grant (1782) were in the name of “John Derryberry Jnr.”  For Michael’s adjacent 
property, although entry no. 335 describes it as bounded by “John Derryberry,” the survey and warrant 
describe it as bounded by “widow Derryberry.”  This suggests that John (Sr.) died between Mar 1778 and 
Feb 1780, and that the land acquisition was continued in the name of his son, John Jr., who despite being 
named on the records was probably a young child at the time.  Other abutters named in these land records, 
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George and Jacob Hipps and John and Thomas Pearson, are found close to Hannah Dereberry on the 1790 
census, and so it seems likely that Hannah was John Sr.’s widow.  Hannah had three males in her 1790 
household, one over 16 and two under.  One might have assumed that John Jr. was the oldest, but this 
does not seem to have been the case, and one wonders whether perhaps his name was used on the earlier 
land survey and grant solely because his name was identical to his father’s and would therefore have been 
least “disruptive” to the process.  The two other sons were probably the George and Michael Derreberry 
listed near Hannah in the 1800 census. 
 All of John Sr.’s brothers left North Carolina between about 1795 and 1809 except for George, 
who died in 1806.  George’s daughters also left in the 1830’s (as will be discussed below), leaving John 
Sr.’s descendants as the only branch of the Derryberry family to remain in North Carolina.  Because of 
their continued residence in Burke Co., they will be discussed briefly here.  John’s widow Hannah is last 
enumerated in the 1800 census in Burke Co., seems to have lived in her son Michael’s household in 1810 
and 1820, and probably died between 1820 and 1830. 
 John Sr.’s oldest son seems to have been named George (b. ca. 1772), although the entry for 
“William Derryberry” in the 1810 census in Burke Co. seems to have been the same man.  He was close 
in age to his uncle also named George Derryberry, but unlike his uncle who died young (discussed 
below), this George lived to 1849.  He lived first in the Silver Creek area, and later in the area of Burke 
that in 1842 became McDowell County.  He married Elizabeth, daughter of Thomas McElrath,5 in the late 
1790’s, and has four children attributed to him:  John (ancestor of the Dayberry family of Rutherford 
Co.), Samuel (who moved to Benton Co., AR in the 1850’s), Margaret (probable ancestor of the 
Dearybury family of Spartanburg Co., SC), and William (who moved to east Tennessee in the 1850’s, and 
whose children also became Dayberry). 
 John Sr.’s second son was probably the John Jr. mentioned on the 1780 land survey.  Census 
records are inconsistent with regard to his age, but 1776 is a reasonable approximate year of birth.  There 
were several John Derryberrys in early Burke County, and all seem to have suffered a curse of early death 
and a poor paper trail.  John Jr. is probably the “John Derryberry” on the 1810 census in Burke Co., 
although we would have to imagine that his age there, 16-26, was mismarked.  He is also probably the 
“John Derryburry” or “John Derriberry” who served in Capt. Stevilie’s Company in the War of 1812.  He 
died before 1820, leaving a widow Edey whom he probably married about 1807, a young son, and several 
daughters.  The names of most of the children are unknown, but the son may have married Rebecca 
McKinney and also died young.  Both Rebecca and one of John’s likely daughters moved to Russell Co., 
VA.  Edey’s maiden name is unknown, but “Edey” was a name common in the Deal family. 
 John Sr.’s youngest son was probably Michael, born about 1778.  Michael’s wife was Mary (ca. 
1783-1849), and he had two sons and four daughters.  His two sons, Benjamin and John, moved west to 
Cherokee Co., NC, John in 1839 and Benjamin several years later.  They settled on Vengeance Creek, 
where Benjamin has a great many descendants today who typically use the spelling “Derreberry.”  
Michael and his daughters remained in Burke Co., where only one daughter married, namely Sarah to 
Jonathan M. Hines in 1831.  The Hines family is the only known branch of the Derryberry family that 
remained in modern-day Burke Co. by the 20th century.  Michael himself lived to a very advanced age:  
an entry in an old family Bible reads, “Micah Derreberry in 1875, at the age of 96, cut 90 Doz. wheat.”6  
Although the wheat-cutting feat may have been an exaggeration, his age probably was not.  He died 
sometime before 1880, leaving two of his elderly unmarried daughters, Mary and Dorcas, as the last 
Derryberrys of the name in Burke County.7 
 Michael Derryberry was born roughly 1750-1755 based on his children’s ages.  As mentioned 
above, he and his brother John entered adjacent 100-acre parcels of land straddling Kennedy’s Fork of 
Silver Creek on 9 Mar 1778 (entries no. 335 and 336, respectively).  Both land descriptions mentioned 
improvements by the respective parties, so both men had been associated with that land since about 
1771.8  Michael entered another 200 acres on the south side of Gunpowder Creek in modern Caldwell Co. 
on 5 Dec 1784 (entry no. 1845), and it was granted on 7 Jul 1794.  Jacob Derryberry also lived in this 
area, and the two men are found there (2nd Company of Burke Co.) in the 1790 census.  He was probably 
also the Michael Derabery who entered 50 acres back at the head of Silver Creek on 22 Aug 1795 (no. 90, 
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became grant no. 2194), so he seems to have maintained a foothold in both the Silver and Gunpowder 
Creek areas. 
 In late 1795 or early 1796 he left North Carolina and joined his brother Adam in Russell Co., VA, 
where Michael appears on the 1796 tax list (2 polls).  Both Adam and Michael left Virginia for Kentucky 
the following year.  Michael appears on the 1797 tax list for Warren Co., KY, then the 1799 tax list for 
Grainger Co., TN to the east (1 poll), then from 1804-1807 he again appears on the Warren Co., KY lists.  
In Kentucky he is sometimes referred to as “Michael Sr.” to distinguish him from his nephew, Jacob’s son 
“Michael Jr.” who lived close by.  Both Michaels moved to Warren Co., TN about 1808 where they both 
appear on the 1812 tax list and the 1820 census.  The older Michael, whose wife’s name is unknown, last 
appears on an 1823 land record there, and we can estimate he died there between 1823 and 1830. 
Although census records suggest he may have had at least 10 children, we can identify only four, and 
even those are assigned tentatively.  His oldest son, the second poll on the VA tax list, is probably the 
John R. Derryberry who remained in Kentucky after Michael left for Grainger Co., TN;9 most of John 
R.’s descendants moved to Platte Co., MO in 1838 and shortened the surname to “DeBerry.”  Because of 
Michael’s association on land, tax and census records with Peter Maricle (or Myracle), it is often 
suspected that Peter’s wife Susan was Michael’s daughter.  The two remaining suspected children were 
named Daniel and Andrew. 
 Jacob Derryberry was also born roughly 1750-1755 based on his children’s ages.  In the early 
1770’s, Jacob lived near the Silver Creek land parcels entered by Michael and John in 1778, since that 
same year David Conors entered land (no. 1456) adjoining Michael’s entry, and including improvements 
by Jacob.  By 1775, however, Jacob had moved north to the south bank of the Catawba River.  Records of 
the Committee for the County of Rowan, meeting in Salisbury on 20 Sep 1775, established an election 
district for the captain’s commission, the bounds of which were “To start upon the Catawba River, half a 
mile above Joseph Dobson's, running thence to John Kennedy's, on Silver Creek, thence up said creek to 
the Tryon line, thence down said line opposite to Whitnor's bottom on Jacobs River, thence to Silver 
Creek Road, thence to Jacob Terriberry's, upon the main Catawba River, thence up said river to the 
beginning.”10  We can therefore establish that in 1775, Jacob lived where a Silver Creek Road met the 
Catawba River.  Sometime before 1790, Jacob had moved again, this time east to Gunpowder Creek, near 
Granite Falls in modern-day Caldwell Co.  Michael also settled in this area, but which of the two arrived 
first cannot be determined.  As mentioned above, the 1790 census finds both of them in 2nd Company, 
Burke Co. 
 Jacob’s wife was Christiana, and strong circumstantial evidence points to her maiden name being 
Barnhart.  Jacob was deeded 100 acres by John Barnhart in 1791, and the name “Barnhart” was passed to 
several of Jacob’s grandchildren.  Jacob remained in Burke Co. for several years after Adam and Michael 
left:  he appears on the 1795 and 1797 tax lists for the Granite Falls area of Burke Co., and on the 1800 
census, but not on tax lists from 1802 onward, suggesting he left Burke Co. about 1801.11  His son 
Michael seems to have been in Warren Co., KY from 1803-1808, moving to Warren Co., TN in 1808 
with his uncle of the same name.  Jacob himself is not recorded in Kentucky, but next appears on a survey 
in Warren Co., TN dated 25 May 1808 for land on Barren Fork of Collins River.  He last appears on the 
1812 Warren Co., TN tax list next to his son Michael, and his widow appears in the 1820 census there.  
The widow Christiana’s farm was disposed in eight shares, with a land record naming the children 
associated with seven of those eight shares.  This farm was near Big Spring Cemetery in Trousdale, but 
there is reason to suspect Jacob’s original settlement may have been four miles to the southwest, near 
Fountain Spring Cemetery; this is the subject of ongoing research.12 
 Between 1808 and 1820, four of the five surviving first-generation Derryberrys (Jacob, Michael, 
Andrew and Daniel) settled in Warren Co., TN, all on or near Barren Fork River.  It might be argued that 
after Burke Co., NC, Warren Co., TN became the next epicenter of the Derryberry family.  However, as 
was the case for Burke Co., most Derryberrys did not remain in Warren Co., but continued to press on as 
new land opened up elsewhere.  Michael (Sr.) and Jacob both died in Warren Co., but Andrew, Daniel 
and all of Michael’s children had moved on by about 1828.  By 1850, the only Derryberry family 
remaining in Warren Co. was that of Jacob’s son Michael (Jr.) (ca. 1785-1861).  In the 1860’s, all of 
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Michael Jr.’s children and grandchildren changed the family name from Derryberry to DeBerry in what 
appears to have been a deliberate and coordinated move.  Family lore states this had something to do 
either with the Civil War or with avoiding taxes somehow. 
 Andrew Derryberry was born about 1765, and served as a chain carrier on the Silver Creek land 
surveys prepared for Michael and John Derryberry in 1780.  In 1781, at age 16, he volunteered his 
services to a local militia to fight the Indians during the Revolutionary War.  His war pension application 
notes he served several months in Thomas Kennedy’s company in the winter of 1781, after which he 
returned for a time to his residence in Burke Co.  Militia returns from that time describe him as age 16, 
5’6” tall with light hair, gray eyes, and fair complexion.  On 25 Aug 1782 he enlisted in the Continental 
Army at Ramsour’s Mill, Lincoln Co., served about 11 months in the Carolinas, and was discharged on 5 
Jul 1783 at Ten-Mile House near Charleston, SC.  He must have returned again to Burke Co., where in 
1787 Jacob Hipps deeded land to him on Silver Creek, a property that was probably close or adjacent to 
the land he surveyed for Michael and John in 1780.  The 1790 census shows him in 13th Company (Silver 
Creek area) near widow Anne, with a single female in his household.  It seems likely Andrew had married 
prior to 1790, possibly to a daughter of Jacob Hipps given the land record. 
 This first wife evidently died, since he married Sarah Rucker or Ruecher on 15 Nov 1795.  A 
former neighbor Christopher Pearson declared in 1850 on her widow’s pension application that he was 
about 87 years of age, and that he “recollects distinctly that on the day which the parties were married that 
the said Sarah borrowed from him a mare to ride to the house of one John Hall a Justice of the Peace at 
that day and time who solemnized most of the matrimonial rites in the neighborhood where Deponent 
lived. -- Deponent further swears that the said Andrew Derreberry and wife continued to live in Burke 
County for fifteen or twenty or perhaps more years when they removed to the State of Tennessee as this 
Deponent is informed and believes.”13  Another statement from the pension file from Wm. S. Sudderth, 
Clerk of the Court of Pleas and Quarter Sessions for Burke Co., which modern genealogists will no doubt 
find horrific:  “I have searched diligently in my office for the marriage bond in the before mentioned case 
and that is … not on file in my office.  It may not be amiss to state from 15 years ago in removing the 
records from the old court house to the present building a number of old records were considered of no 
use and were not preserved, among which I am satisfied were a number of marriage bonds filed previous 
to the year AD 1800.”13 
 Andrew appears on the Burke Co. tax rolls for the Silver Creek area through 1808, when he 
moved to Tennessee, where by 1812 he had joined Jacob and Michael in Warren Co.  He obtained a land 
grant on Barren Fork, probably near Jacob’s 1808 survey, on 12 Aug 1823, but did not remain in Warren 
Co.  By 1830 he had moved west to Perry Co., TN (modern-day Decatur Co.) where he would remain 
until his death in 1839.  Starting in the 1820’s he applied repeatedly for a pension for his Revolutionary 
War service, seeking help from two of his Congressmen, Davy Crockett14 and James K. Polk.15  Despite 
their efforts, it took until 1833 before the pension was granted, at $39.27 per annum.  One interesting note 
from the Congressional record dated 6 Apr 1830 states, “Mr. Bockee, from the Committee on Military 
Pensions, made an unfavorable report on the cases of ..., Andrew Derryberry, ..., and others, 
Revolutionary soldiers, of the county of Hunterdon, in the State of New Jersey.  Ordered, That the said 
reports do lie on the table.”16  Why is Andrew, who lived and served in Burke Co., NC, associated here 
with Hunterdon Co., NJ?  Does this imply that Andrew was born in Hunterdon Co., NJ, or was it only the 
unnamed “others” who were from Hunterdon Co.?  Although had he been born there Andrew would have 
left Hunterdon Co. when less than 5 years old, it is certainly an interesting coincidence given that his 
father likely did live in that area through at least 1749 (see the article that appeared last issue). 
 Andrew and Sarah had roughly 5 sons, who we can at least tentatively identify, and 5 daughters, 
whose names are all unknown.  His descendants come primarily from his son Michael C. (1799-1866), 
who settled in Madison Co., TN.  Andrew’s widow Sarah lived to 1855, and seems to have had similar 
difficulty to Andrew in obtaining her widow’s pension, although it was finally granted in 1851.  Her 
advocate stated upon filing her application that he hoped the information was sufficient, but “if not you 
will please instruct me, and thus confer a favor of gratitude upon an old lady who at furthest can survive 
but a few years.”13 
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 George Derryberry was born roughly 1768, although there is little hard evidence to pin down his 
birth date.  He is named in no census, but we infer he was one of the two males in Anne’s household in 
1790 (along with Daniel), and the lone remaining male in her household in 1800, since he is shown in 
place of Anne on the 1793-1795 Burke Co. tax lists.  He married a woman named Nancy probably about 
1802, had three daughters,17 and died about 1806 in Burke Co.  Court minutes from the January 1807 
session note, “...George Derreberry deceased to Nancy OKelly the widow and relict of George Derryberry 
decd and Elijah Largent who gave bond with approved Security in the Sum of 250 [pounds] ordered that 
the Estate be sold agreeable to law.  Maintenance:  Ordered that Robert McElrath, Elisha Dossey, Charles 
Pearson be the freeholders and look to Poor be the Justices to lay off one years provision for the widow 
and family of Geo Derryberry Decd for one year and report....”18  An entry from an O’Kelley family Bible 
notes that “Francis M. O’Kelley married the widow Dearaberry 1808.  Unto this union was born Polly 
Ann, Eliza & Benjamin.”19  This almost certainly refers to George’s widow, despite the fact that they 
probably married in 1806 and not 1808.  Francis Marion O’Kelley (1787-1872) was a son of Benjamin 
O’Kelley, who appears on the 1804 Burke Co. tax list for the Silver Creek area. 
 There was a second George Derryberry in Burke Co. at that time who was close in age to this 
man, and that was John’s son mentioned above.  It is probably John’s son George who appears on the 
1800 census in Burke Co. given that he had married prior to 1800.  Both Georges appear on post-1800 
Burke Co. tax lists:  one George (who must be Nancy’s husband) appears from 1804-1806, but not 
thereafter, in Dysart’s Company (west Burke / east McDowell area), and the other (who must be John’s 
son) appears from 1802-1809 in the Silver Creek area.   
 Following Nancy’s death in the 1820’s, Francis remarried and moved the family to Tennessee, 
where they were in Rhea Co. in 1850.  Nearby the O’Kelleys in that census were two unmarried women, 
Susannah and Charity Dereberry, living in the household of Elihu and Kessiah McKinney.  Kessiah, 
Susannah and Charity were all born between 1803-1806, and it is likely that these were George’s three 
daughters.  George’s line therefore extends strictly through the McKinney family, who went eventually to 
Sebastian Co., Arkansas. 
 Daniel Derryberry was born roughly 1771, again with little hard evidence to ascertain the date.  It 
is merely a guess based on the facts that (1) census records suggest he was born between 1756-1774, (2) 
he remained in his mother Anne’s household longer than Andrew suggesting he was younger, and (3) 
Anne probably did not have any children born after 1771 based on her age.  In the 1790 census, he is 
probably one of two males over 16 in Anne’s household (the other being George), and in the 1800 census 
he is in Burke Co., apparently married with a young daughter.  He is last recorded in Burke Co. on the 
1809 tax list for the Silver Creek area, and in a land deed where he received 100 acres from Anne that 
same year.  He does not appear in the 1810 census or tax list there, suggesting he moved to Tennessee 
sometime about 1809.  Since he was the last first-generation Derryberry to leave Burke Co., he may well 
have cared for Anne in her old age leaving only after she died, but this is speculation. 
 Daniel does not appear on the 1812 tax list for Warren Co., TN, but does appear on the 1820 
census there, indicating he joined Michael, Jacob and Andrew there.  Like Andrew, he left Warren Co. for 
Perry Co. in the late 1820’s, but settled some distance from Andrew, near Lobelville in modern-day Perry 
Co.  Comparing the 1830 census and 1837 tax lists for Perry Co. reveals that Daniel’s relative position in 
the list was filled in 1837 by a “Chanty” (probably should be “Charity”) Derryberry, so I suggest Daniel 
died between 1830-1837 and that Charity was his widow.  Census records show Daniel probably had 
three sons, and based on the proximity of names in the later census records, they seem to have been 
Thomas, Michael L., and Elijah.  Thomas settled in adjacent Henderson Co., TN, while Michael L. and 
Elijah both moved to Dunklin Co., MO. 
 From the seven first-generation Derryberry men described above arose a huge family.  After 
leaving their early “nests” in Burke Co., NC and then Warren Co., TN, the family has now spread across 
the country, with great concentrations in Tennessee, Arkansas, Missouri, Texas, and Oklahoma.  They 
fought and died in the Civil War on both sides, and their story has been and continues to be a microcosm 
of American history.  For more complete trees of the Derryberrys and their descendants, please see 
http://freepages.genealogy.rootsweb.ancestry.com/~fams/durrenberger/. 
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Chart 2.  Family tree showing the first-generation Derryberrys and selected places of migration.  The 
seven first-generation Derryberry men and two widows in Burke Co. records 1778-1800 are shown in 
bold.  Second- and selected third-generation descendants of John, who remained in North Carolina, are 
also shown, along with some of the families they founded.  Dotted-line boxes indicate places of migration 
common to several people, and approximate dates of migration are shown.  Some birth/death dates are 
approximations.  Complete trees for the Derryberry and Dürrenberger families can be found online at The 
Durrenberger Family website:  http://freepages.genealogy.rootsweb.ancestry.com/~fams/durrenberger/ 
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Michael 
(1778–1876) 
= Mary __ 

Benjamin 
(1804–1875) 
= Susannah 

Hipps 

Sarah M. 
(1810–1868) 

= Jonathan M. 
Hines 

DERREBERRY 
of Cherokee Co., 

NC 

HINES 
of Burke Co., NC 

DAYBERRY, 
DERREBERRY, 

DERRIE, etc. 

Burke Co., NC 

Variants: 
 
DERRYBERRY 
DERREBERRY / DERRBERRY 
DEARYBURY 
DEREBERY / DEREBERRY 
DERBERRY 
DEBERRY 
DAYBERRY / DABERRY 
DERRY / DERRIE 
BERRY 
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