
Hamilton County Cemetery Preservation Society 
Report to County Supervisors – May l 3th, 2013 

 
In honor of Cemetery Appreciation Month, I would like to provide you an update on what your Hamilton 
County Cemetery Preservation Society has been doing this past year. 
 

• We identified the pioneer cemeteries in Hamilton County.  There are 30 cemeteries in Hamilton 
County - six (6) of these cemeteries meet the pioneer cemetery criteria which is defined by Iowa 
law of having less than 12 burials in the past 50 years. 
They are: 

o Boe Cemetery – Ellsworth Twp - South of  Randall 
o Ellsworth-Clear Lake Twp Cemetery - Ellsworth Twp - between Randall and Stanhope 
o Old Randall Cemetery - Ellsworth Twp – North of the Mt Olive Cemetery in Randall 
o Homer Cemetery – Webster Twp – East of Homer 
o Hetland Cemetery –  Scott Twp – SE of Ellsworth 
o Zion Cemetery  –  Hamilton Twp – NE of Stanhope 

 
• We sponsored a Cemetery Walk at the Homer Cemetery in June.  Approx 35 people from around 

the county enjoyed an evening learning about this cemetery.  Attendees also tried their hand at 
“witching” to find unmarked gravesites and visiting the ‘gypsy’ graves near the back of the 
cemetery. 

o To get ready for the cemetery walk, members spent many hours and days, along with the 
cemetery trustees, clearing brush and trees from the fence line and around the headstones. 
(before/after pictures) Several headstones were straightened and cleaned.  One stone was 
set upright and repaired before it could sink further into the ground.  (after pictures) 

o We purchased a sign to identify the Homer Cemetery as a Pioneer Cemetery. (picture) 
 

• In addition to the pioneer cemeteries, three (3) ‘abandon’ cemetery locations have been identified.  
These locations have had all or almost all of the graves removed to another cemetery many years 
ago and the land returned to private property.  Headstones still remain in the Oak Glen cemetery in 
Cass Twp and the Duckett Cemetery in Webster Twp. 

o At the Oak Glen cemetery, the old fence and brush from the two remaining gravestones was 
removed.  New fencing was placed around the gravesites to protect the stones. (before 
pictures) 

 
• We purchased 5 signs to identify the remaining pioneer cemeteries.  These signs will be placed 

near the entrance of the each cemetery.  (picture) 
 
• In October, we hosted the quarterly ‘State Association Preservation of Iowa Cemeteries’ or SAPIC 

meeting at the Stanhope Community Center.   About 50 Members and interested guests from all 
areas of the state attended.  This is the state organization (which Hamilton County has a 
membership in) that works to protect all cemeteries and the monuments within them.  

o Jean Ripley, our representative to SAPIC, was elected as a board member this year. 
o We also volunteered to photograph 3 cemetery markers of former Iowa Governors and 

lieutenant governors in central Iowa.  This is a project funded by the state of Iowa to 
maintain past governor’s headstones. 

 
It was a full year with many learning opportunities!  
 
Hopefully, as flowers are placed this memorial day, everyone can spend some time enjoying our pioneer 
cemeteries and remembering the pioneers who helped settle Hamilton County. 


