
Old Randall Obits 
Geo. P. Christianson  
Aged Randall Man Died Sunday 
 George P. Christianson, 86, died at the Ames hospital Sunday, having been taken there for treatment about 
two weeks ago for a condition described as cerebral arteriosclerosis. 
 Mr. Christianson was born in Denmark and came to this country with his parents, C.P. and Elsie 
Christianson, when a young lad and had made his home in Randall all his life. He was an early banker in 
Randall. He sold the bank about 30 years ago and devoted his time in later years to his large property holdings. 
He never married. One sister, Mrs. Chris Peterson of Mankato, Minn., survives him. 
 Funeral and burial rites were held yesterday. (Story City Herald Jan. 12, 1950) 
 
CHRISTENSEN, SENE C.  1870- Aug 21, 1930 
MRS. CHRISTENSEN, OF RANDALL, DIES VERY SUDDENLY 
 Mrs. J.J. Christensen, 60 years old, of Randall, died suddenly early today at the local hospital where she 
had undergone a major operation. Her condition was considered good last evening, but she suffered a relapse 
during the night and died about 6:45 this morning. She is survived by Mr. Christensen and eight children. 
Funeral services are pending. (Daily Freeman Journal Aug 21, 1930) 
 
Samuel J. Clausen Dead 
 Samuel J. Clausen, youngest son of Jens and Anna (Hanson) Clausen, was born at Randall on Aug. 7, 1878, 
and died at his home in Allerton Feb. 6, 1928, after an illness of nine hours from cerebral hemorrhage. He was 
married in 1904 (?) to Mrs. Lena Falkenberg. He leaves to mourn the loss of a kind and loving husband and 
father, his widow and one step-daughter Mrs. Muriel Kilbourne; one brother, Hans Clausen of Wiggins, Colo., 
one sister, Mrs. Mary Miller of Oakland, Calif., his step-mother Mrs. Matilda Clausen of Randall, and five half-
brothers and sisters. 
 Funeral services were held at his home in Allerton Feb. 9, and the remains brought to Randall, where, after a 
short funeral service at the G.P. Christianson home they were laid to rest in the Danish cemetery. 
 Out-of-town people at the funeral besides his wife were Hans Hanson and Julius Hanson off of Wesley. 
(The Story City Herald Thursday, Feb. 16, 1928) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



LARSON, MARTIN June 1, 1859 - May 29, 1921 
 Mr. Martin Larson, who has been in very feeble health for the past few years passed away at this home here 
Sunday, May 29th. He was born in Schleswig, Denmark, June 1, 1851, be nearly 70 years old at the time of his 
death. 
 When he was 17 years old he came to America and has lived in various parts of this country but mostly at 
Calmar, Iowa, and later at Jewell, Iowa, coming here in 1887. He was married to Sena Marie Nelson in 1887. 
Their family consisted of three children all of whom died in infancy. 
 Mr. Larson was brought up in the Lutheran Church in Denmark, that being the state church. He and his wife 
joined the Methodist Episcopal Church in Jewell and later transferred their membership to the Methodist 
Protestant Church after the church was divided. His life was that of a consistent Christian. 
 He was a janitor of the College for about twenty years and of the Congregational Church for two years. 
 His illness which caused his death was of long duration and was borne with Christian fortitude and patience. 
 Funeral services were held Wednesday afternoon of this week at the Federated Church, conducted by Rev. 
McKinley. Interment was made at Randall.  (The Jewell Record June 2, 1921) 
 
SENA MARIE LARSON Feb. 18, 1860 – Aug. 17, 1954  
DIES AT 94 
 Mrs. Sena Marie Larson, 94, a longtime resident of the Jewell community, died last evening at 8 o’clock in 
the Sunset Home at Story City. 
 The body will lie in state until 10 a.m. Friday at the Larson funeral home. Services will be Friday at 1:30 
p.m. at the Sunset Home with the Rev. L.B. Sorenson of Jewell officiating. Burial will be in the Danish 
cemetery near Randall. 
 Mrs. Larson was born in Denmark in 1860, coming to this country at an early age. She had made her home 
in and around Jewell until 13 years ago when she entered the Sunset Home. 
 She was preceded in death by her husband, Martin Larson, by three children and two brothers. There are no 
survivors.  (The Daily Freeman Journal August, 18, 1954) 
MRS. LARSON DIED AT SUNSET HOME 
 Mrs. Sena Marie Larson, 94, formerly of Jewell, died at the Sunset Home Tuesday evening. Mrs. Larson has 
been a resident of the Home for nearly 13 years. 
 She has no immediate survivors, her husband having died some years ago in Jewell. 
 Funeral services will be on Friday at 1:30 in the Sunset Home Chapel with Rev. Sorenson, Lutheran pastor 
from Jewell, officiating. Burial will be in Jewell.  (Story City Herald August 19, 1954) 
 
A.J. Matson Died in Randall Jan. 1 
 A.J. Matson died at his home in Randall on Jan. 1, 1928 at the age of 84 years, following in brief illness. He 
was one of the oldest families in Randall, having lived here many years. He leaves to mourn his death his wife 
and three sons, John of Story City, A.C. Matson and Chris of Randall, and three daughters, Mrs. Minnie Boyd 
of Story City, Mrs. M. Christen of Dallas Center and Mrs. Tora Allenof Milwaukee, Wis. Funeral services were 
held Wednesday at 10:30 at the home and 11 o’clock at the church.  
(The Story City Herald Thursday, January 5, 1928) 
 
 
 
 
 



Mrs. Andrew Matson Died Thursday 
 Henrietta Wennermark Matson was born in Campinas, Brazil, So. America, Sept. 9, 1884, and passed away 
Aug. 30, 1951 at the age of 66 years, 11 months and 20 days. She was the daughter of Herman and Marie 
Wennermark. She came with her parents to America at a very early age, living for a while in Minnesota, and 
later moving with her family to Des Moines. 
 She was united in marriage to Andrew Matson, April 10, 1912 in Des Moines. To this union, two children 
were born, Albert of near Ames and Lillian, who died in infancy. 
 Mrs. Matson passed away suddenly last Thursday morning while apparently being in her usual health. She 
suffered much in life due to contracting of polio at the age of two years. 
 She leaves to mourn her departure, her husband, one son, Albert of Ames, two step-children, whom she 
cared for as her very own, (Helen) Mrs. Abel Stengsland of Bricelyn, Minn. And Lewis, Story City; also one 
brother, Rev. Wennermark, Indianapolis; two sisters, Mrs. Gusta Hewitt, Seattle, Wash., and Mrs. Louise 
Christian of Winchester, Ill. One brother, Carl, and a sister, Mrs. Otilia(?) Johnson preceded her in death. 
 Mrs. Matson was a devoted member of Elim church and was much concerned about the spiritual welfare of 
her church, home and community. Thru her many letters written to relatives and friends, she bore witness of her 
faith and expressed a cheerfulness that was so much a part of her life. 
(The Story City Herald Sept. 6, 1951) 
 
 
MARINUS MATSON May 2, 1884 – Nov. 30, 1919 
 Marinus C. Matson was born at Randall, Iowa, May 2, 1884 and died November 30th, 1919, at the age of 35 
years 7 months and 28 days, at the home of his parents, Mr. and Mrs. J.A. Matson. He was in robust health until 
about a year and a half ago when his health began to fail. He spent some time in Colorado, thinking that the 
climate might help him, but to no avail. He was sick only a week in bed when death claimed him of cancer. He 
had great hopes of getting well and did not suffer great pain until a swelling which was on his cheek in a form 
of a pimple spread towards his face downward to this neck and bursted and his death was almost instantly. 
Marinus was of a quiet disposition, kind and considerate of others. Life is a journey. We begin it at birth and 
end it at death. We come and go, not on our own choosing, but by the choice of a higher will our life’s journey 
is ended and we are gone to the home of endless eternity. He leaves to mourn his death his father and mother, 
Mr. and Mrs. J.A. Matson, three sisters, Mrs. O.H. Allen of Story City, Mrs. A.F. Christian of Dallas Center, 
Mrs. E.G. Boyd of Story City, and three brothers, J.C. Matson of Story City, A.C. Matson of Lansing, 
Minnesota and Chris Matson of Genoa, Colorado. 
The pall bearers were Clarence, Christianson, Thomas and Richard Larson, Pete Moe, John Larson and 
Laurentius Nelson. (The Randall Record December 18, 1919) 
Marinus C. Matson 
 Marinus C. Matson was the son of Mr. and Mrs. J.A. Matson of Randall. He was born at Randall May 2, 
1884, and died Nov. 30, 1919, at the age of 35 years, 7 months and 28 days. He had been in good health up to a 
few months ago when signs of diabetes developed. He appeared to rally from this, but took down quite suddenly 
and died as stated above. He leaves to mourn his death his parents and 3 sisters and 3 brothers, namely J.C. 
Matson of Lansing, Minn., Chris Matson of Genoa, Colo., Mrs. E.G. Boyd and Mrs. C.H. Allen of Story City 
and Mrs. A.F. Christian of Dallas Center, Ia. (The Story City Herald Thursday, Dec. 11, 1919) 
 
 
 
 



 
MATSON, VIOLA MAE December 12, 1922 – May 11, 1956 
Viola Claude Matson 
 Viola Claude Matson, died early in the morning of May 11, 1956, at the age of 33 years and five months. 
She was born December 12, 1922, the second child of Harry and Mabel Claude on a farm near Woolstock, 
Iowa. There she attended the country grade school and continued her high school work in Webster City. Later 
she moved with the family to a farm near Ellsworth where she continued her education and graduated from 
Ellsworth high school in 1941. 
 She was united in marriage to Albert Matson of Randall on May 9, 1941 by the Rev G.O. Paulsrud in 
Randall, who later baptized and confirmed her, thus making her a member of Elim Lutheran church, which 
membership she retained until the time of her death. To this union one daughter, Karen Mae, was born, They 
established their home near Randall, on a small farm and later moved to a farm five miles west of Randall. For 
the past nine years they have lived on a farm northwest of Ames, where they were living at the time of her 
death. 
 She is survived by her husband, Albert, daughter, Karen Mae, her parents, Mr. and Mrs. Harry Claude, of 
Jewell; six sisters, Velma (Mrs. Ed Wilmer of Dayton) Arlene, (Mrs. Henry Sandve of Geneva) Betty, (Mrs. 
Ahren Jenson, of Kamrar) Donnabelle, (Mrs. George Jacobson of Jewell) and Lorraine and Carolyn both at 
home; one brother, Delbert of Kamrar, a grandmother, Mrs. J. Mourlam of Woolstock, father-in-law, Andrew 
Matson of Randall, and their relative and friends in the surrounding communities. 
 Services were held Monday, May 14, at 1:30 in the Larson funeral home in Story City and 2:00 in the Elim 
church at Randall. Mr. and Mrs. Fredrick Larson sand one number at the funeral home, “Shall We Gather at the 
River?” and two numbers at the church “Under His Wings” and “Beyond the Sunset”. Pall bearers were: 
Raymond Thompson, Raymond Sunns, Fredrick Larson, Lawrence Hoveland of Bricelyn, Minn. Leonard Hines 
and Robert Watson, neighbors from near Ames. Burial was made in the Danish cemetery near Randall. 
(The Daily Freeman Journal May 28, 1956) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
MILLER, ANDREW MAY 24, 1848 – OCT 15, 1946 
County’s Oldest Resident is Dead 
MILLER RITES TO BE FRIDAY; 103 YEARS OLD 
Widely Know Randall Farm Resident Born in Denmark. 
 Hamilton county has lost its oldest resident. Andrew Miller, who celebrated his 103rd birthday May 24, died 
yesterday morning at the home of his son, Julius Miller, three miles northwest of Randall. 
 Mr. Miller’s life in Hamilton county started Sept. 16, 1876, on the same place of land on which he died. 
Though confined to a wheel chair for many months, he had enjoyed unusually good health for a man past the 
century mark. 
 Funeral services will be held at 1:20 Friday, at the Julius Miller home and at 2 p.m. at the Elim Lutheran 
church in Randall, with the Rev. Pringle and the Rev. Paulsrud officiating. The Terhune funeral home in Jewell 
will be in charge. Mr. Miller’s six grandsons will be pallbearers. 
 Though quite well, Mr. Miller was unable to attend Hamilton county’s observance of the Iowa centennial 
last may, when the county planned to show him special honor. He was represented at the celebration by his son, 
Julius. 
 Mr. Miller’s 103 years began at Vale, Denmark, where he was born May 24, 1843. He came to America as a 
young man in May, 1869 and worked for several years on farms near Story City and Jewell. 
 For seven years he saved every extra cent for one purpose – to return to Denmark to marry and bring back to 
America “the girl he left behind,” Miss Marie Hanson. Immediately after their marriage on June 11, 1876, they 
started for the United States. 
 They settled on 40 acres of land near Randall, which is now a part of the Julius Miller farm. 
 After their retirement the Millers made their home in Randall until Mrs. Miller’s death in 1913. He has spent 
some time living with each of his sons, Carl of Ames, Hans and Julius, both of near Randall. 
 Besides his sons, Mr. Miller is survived by 12 grandchildren, seven great grandchildren and one great great 
grandson, Gene Edward Pitzer of Jewell, then months old. 
(The Daily Freeman Journal October 16, 1946) 
Andrew Miller Died Tuesday 
 Mr. Andrew Miller, well known citizen of the Hamilton-Story county neighborhoods for many years and 
also of statewide fame by reason of his great age, died at the home of his son Julius near Little Wall lake 
Tuesday morning. 
 He had his 103rd birthday the 24th of last May. He has enjoyed extra good health, tho of late his legs had 
gone bad on him and he got around the house in a wheel chair. 
 Funeral services will be held Friday at the Julius Miller home at 1:30 and at the Elim church in Randall at 2 
p.m. 
A Long Life 
 The story of Mr. Miller’s long life is typical of so many who came to America in the ‘70s and ‘80s. 
 He was born near Veile, Denmark, May 24, 1843. He came to America as a young man the latter part of 
May in the year 1869. For six or seven years he worked on farms in southern Hamilton county and in Story 
county, working by the month. Among those for whom he was “hired man” were Lindsey Sowers, who lived 
south of Randall; Frank Curtis, father of Dean F. Curtis who for many years was dean of agriculture at Iowa 
State College (the Curtis farm was in Milford township in Story county) and C.P. Christianson, the father of 
Geo. P. Christianson, of Randall. 
 As so many young men have done who have come from various European countries to America, the land of 
freedom and of promise, to seek their fortunes, after working for a few years and saving his hard-earned money, 



he returned in 1876 to the land of his birth to get the girl whom he had left behind. In Denmark he was married 
June 17, 1876, to Marie Hanson, and that same year brought his bride to America. The young couple arrived at 
Randall Sept. 16, 1876; Mr. Miller’s home ever since has been in this section of Hamilton county. With his wife 
he started farming on the 40-acre tract south of Jewell where the Julius Miller homestead is now located. That 
farm was gradually increased in size, from year to year, until it became a half section. When he retired from the 
farm he made his home in Randall until after the death of his wife in 1913. Since then he has lived with his 
children, for a time in Jewell at the home of his younger son Carl, and since with the two sons, Hans and Julius. 
Mr. Miller came as a young man from Denmark to America to enjoy the opportunities and advantages that 
America offers; he came to become a part of America and he lost no time in becoming a citizen – he received 
his naturalization papers in the year 1877. 
 Mr. Miller has two living sons, H.J. Miller and J.J. Miller of Jewell. There are 12 grandchildren living, and 
4 great grandchildren. A daughter, Mrs. Hans P. Knudson, and son Carl, are deceased. 
 Mr. Miller often recalled that his first night in Iowa was spent outdoors on the east bank of the Skunk river 
at Story City. He had come to Iowa by train as far as Nevada, on his way to Story City where he had 
acquaintances from Denmark. He walked from Nevada arriving at Story City in the evening; in the evening’s 
dusk he could not find a bridge or ford by which he could safely cross the stream, so spent the night on the river 
bank waiting until daylight to cross the Skunk and go on into Story City.  
(The Story City Herald October 17, 1946) 
 
MILLER, MARY JUNE 27, 1848 – SEPT 15, 1914 
MRS. ANDREW MILLER IS DEAD 
Respected Pioneer Succumbed Tuesday To Paralysis and Apoplexy. Funeral This Afternoon 
 Mrs. Andrew Miller, who had been sick at her home in Randall since Friday, August 28th, when she suffered 
a stroke of paralysis and apoplexy, took a decide turn for the worse last Sunday when her lungs became 
congested. She failed rapidly after that time until the end which came at 4:15 o’clock Tuesday morning. 
 Burial services will be held this, Thursday, afternoon, at one o’clock from the home and at one-thirty from 
the Randall church, conducted by the pastor, Rev. G.O. Paulsrud. The body will be laid at rest in the cemetery 
north of Randall. Messrs. Knut Kuntson, Nels Oakland, J.V. Chalma, N.O. Eastrem, Wm. N. Maakestad, and 
T.G. Pederson, friends and neighbors of the family for years, will serve as pall bearers, and music will be 
provided at the funeral services by a male quartet. 
 With the death of Mrs. Miller this community loses one of its pioneer wives and mothers and one for whom 
during the nearly half century that she has resided in the community everybody has always entertained the 
deepest respect and friendship. 
 Mary Hansen was born, June 27, 1848, in Bgenlov, Hveisel, Sogn, Denmark, Europe, and died in Randall, 
Iowa, September 15, 1914, aged 66 years, 2 months, and 18 days. She was married to Andrew Miller, in 
Denmark, June 17, 1876, and came to America the same year, arriving at Randall September 16, 1876, locating 
on the farm west of Randall where the family lived continuously until 1904 when they moved to Randall where 
they have since resided.  
 Four children were born to Mr. and Mrs. Miller, Mrs. Anna (H.P.) Knudson, Hans J., Julius J., and Carl P., 
all of whom survive their mother and all of whom live on farms in the neighborhood of the homestead except 
the latter who lives in Jewell. The husband also survives to mourn the loss of his beloved and faithful wife. 
Eight grandchildren and a sister also survive her. 
 In their hour of sorrow the husband and family have the sincere sympathy of hosts of friends throughout this 
community, all of whom mourn deeply the passing away to her reward of good woman, a good friend, a good 
wife and mother. (The Randall Record September 17, 1914) 



 
NELSON, ANNA C. 1844-March 16, 1913 
Mrs. Sam Nelson Died Sunday 
 Mrs. Sam Nelson living southeast of Rosendale, died at her home last Sunday forenoon, March 16th. The 
funeral services were held yesterday afternoon at one o’clock at the Clear Lake & Ellsworth Lutheran church, 
the pastor, Rev. Martin Norstad, officiating. The body was laid at rest in the cemetery north of Randall beside 
the remains of her husband who died about four years ago. 
 The Record extends its sympathy to the bereaved relatives. (The Jewell Record March 20, 1913) 
 
LEWIS NELSON DIED AT SUNSET HOME 
 Lewis Nelson, 71, passed away early Sunday morning at the Sunset Home, where he had resided since a 
year ago last November. He had been in failing health since Christmas. He was born in Jewell and lived there 
most of his life until entering the Sunset Home. 
 Funeral services were held Tuesday at the Funeral home in Jewell with burial in the Jewell Cemetery. 
 Surviving is his sister, Mrs. Sena Larson, also of the Sunset Home. 
 A brother, Anton, passed away a few years ago. He never married. 
(The Story City Herald March 30, 1950) 
 
Sam Nelson Obituary 
 Sam Nelson was born in Shelland, Denmark, March 18, 1841, and died at his home west of Story City April 
18, 1909, at the age of 68 years and 1 month. He came to America May 26, 1869 and settled in Story county 
April 15, 1875. Two years later, on Aug. 17, 1877, he was married to Anna Christena Johnson, who with two 
sons, Peter and Hans, survive him. 
 The deceased was of a quiet home-loving disposition and made friends of all with whom he came in contact. 
Honest and straight-forward, he was universally respected, and in his death the widow suffers the loss of a 
devoted husband and the sons have lost a just and kind father. May he rest in peace.  
(The Story City Herald April, 29, 1909) 
DEATH OF SAM NELSON 
 Sam Nelson died at 10:30 Sunday night, after an illness of two weeks or so. Diabetes was the sickness 
which caused his carrying off. The funeral services were held in the church east of Rosendale yesterday, Rev. 
Eastvold officiating. 
 The deceased was among the early settlers in this community and was known as a man of uprightness and 
integrity of life. He leaves a widow and two grown-up sons to mourn his death. 
(The Story City Herald April 22, 1909) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
PETERSON, HOMER S.  1897 – 1935 
DROWNS IN GOOSE LAKE 
Homer Peterson While Hunting With Father, Has Epileptic Spell 
 Homer Peterson, 37 and unmarried, son of Mr. and Mrs. John Peterson, was drowned yesterday afternoon in 
Goose lake just east of Jewell, while on a hunting trip with his father, who operates a general store here. 
 The funeral will be held Saturday afternoon at 2 o’clock at the Randall church, conducted by the Rev. G.O. 
Paulsrud Fleenor in charge. 
 Mr. Peterson and his son had waded out a short distance in the lake, Homer in the lead. The father saw the 
son throw up his hands and fall forward. He got to him as soon as possible, but he was dead. He had suffered an 
epileptic attack, to which he was subject. 
 He leaves his parents and four brothers and a sister. Cyrus, of Ringsted; Mrs. Ina Robertson, of Caripeto, 
Venezuela, S.A.; J Martin, of Oxford, Ohio, and Phillip and Paul, of Brookfield, Ill. 
 There were other hunters at Goose lake at the time, but Mr. Peterson and his son were not near any of them. 
(Webster City Freeman October 31, 1935) 
TRAGIC DEATH OF RANDALL MAN 
Homer Peterson Died as Result of Hunting Trip at Goose Lake 
 The community was shocked this morning to learn of the sad death of Homer Peterson, son of Mr. and Mrs. 
John Peterson of Randall, which occurred at Goose Lake, northeast of Jewell yesterday afternoon. 
 Homer and his father had done duck hunting there. Mr. Peterson had gone a little ways off and while he was 
away Homer had one of his fainting spells, with which he had been afflicted since childhood, and before his 
father could return to aid him he was dead, the result of asphyxiation in the soft mud. The body was hurried to a 
doctor’s office at Jewell where efforts to revive him were of no avail. 
 Homer had been associated with his father in the mercantile business at Randall since his graduation from 
Story City High school in 1918. He was well known in sporting circles in this neighborhood, as he was a 
trapshooter of more than usual ability, and also played ball on local teams for some years. He was well liked by 
all who knew him. Surviving, besides his parents, are four brothers and one sister. Funeral will be held Saturday 
at Elim church.  (The Story City Herald Thursday, October 31, 1935) 
OBITUARY OF HOMER PETERSON 
 Homer Stanton Peterson, son of John and Anna Peterson or Randall, was born at Randall, Nov. 28, 1897, 
and died Oct. 30, 1935, at the age of 37 years, 11 months and 2 days. The circumstances of his death are very 
sad. With his father he went duck hunting at Goose lake northeast of Jewell. While his father had gone a lttle 
ways off Homer ventured too far out in the lake and sank in the mud bottom. His father hurried to his assistance 
but could not reach him before he had expired. This tragedy was the greatest shock this neighborhood had 
experienced for many years. It cast a gloom upon the whole community and a heartfelt sympathy went out to 
the Peterson family in their bereavement. 
 The shock was severe to all, but more so for the family especially to the father, who blamed himself in part 
for the accident. However, it is a sell known fact that the Peterson family had done all they could for Homer. 
They have tried in every way to make life as pleasant for him as possible, and knowing that he was a lover of 
duck hunting, they would not deny him this pleasure and privilege. It would have gone very much against 
Homer’s feelings if they had denied him this pleasure. The accident just happened and no blame attaches to 
anyone. 
 Since Homer’s graduation from the Story City high school he has assisted his father in the mercantile 
business in Randall, a place which he filled to the satisfaction of all customers. He was a young man of the 
finest character and was held in high esteem by all who knew him. 



 Tho his lot in life was not the best, due to his being subject to fainting spells, nevertheless, he was cheerful 
and happy and seemingly enjoyed life as well as anyone. He was honest to the core and very pleasant to trade 
with, and he would always wind up his transaction by saying in a pleasant “I thank you.” His customers will not 
soon forget that pleasant “I thank you.” 
 He was a member of the Randall church; here he was baptized and confirmed, and here he worshipped quite 
regularly and seemingly enjoyed the services in the house of God, and from this church he was buried Saturday 
afternoon at two o’clock, Nov. 2. Because of the weakness of Mrs. Peterson, who could not attend the church 
services, a short service was held in the home. Rev. Paulsrud conducted the services both in the home and the 
church. His text was taken from the gospel according to Matthew 11:28, where Jesus utters these comforting 
words: “Come unto me all ye who labor and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest.” A sympathetic audience 
filled the church to its capacity. At the home Mrs. P.G. Pederson and Mrs. Clarence Larson sang an appropriate 
duet, and in the church a quartet sang two well selected numbers. 
 The pall bearers were Hans and Julius Miller, P.G. Pederson, S.M. Teigland, Ed Erickson and Ole Sopeland. 
The body was laid to rest at the Danish cemetery a half mile north of Randall. 
(The Story City Herald Nov. 7, 1935) 
 
 
PETERSON, JOHN  AUG 8, 1864 – JUNE 15, 1957 
OBITUARY 
 John Peterson, 92, former merchant of Randall, died June 15, at the home of his son, in Seattle, Washington, 
from pneumonia. He had been ill since March 16. In April he was taken to the home of his son in Seattle. Mr. 
Peterson was born Aug. 8, 1864, in Jutland, Denmark. He came to Hamilton county in 1885 and worked on the 
farm of an uncle near Randall. In 1891 he began work for the Seymour-Henderson general store in Randall. 
Later he went into partnership with his brother-in-law, in the store business known as Wier and Peterson. In 
1900 this partnership was dissolved and the store became known as the Peterson and Christianson Co. Store. He 
later changed that to John Peterson and Co. and this store was operated by him until 1942. 
 Mr. Peterson had a major interest in trap shooting, and was nationally known as a trapshooter. He was 
winner of the State championship three times. 
 He was a member of the Lutheran church in Denmark and active in community affairs. He played a big part 
in the establishment of the Randall consolidated school. 
 He was married to Anna Christianson, Oct. 5, 1893, at Randall. She preceded him in death in 1944. Two 
other sons also preceded him in death, Homer S. in 1935, and J. Marvin, in 1954. Survivors are three sons: 
Cyrus c. Peterson, postmaster of Randall, Dr. Paul G. and Dr. Phillip L., both of Seattle; one daughter, Mrs. 
E.M. Robinson (Ina) of Pensacola, Fla., brothers Hans C., of Mankato, Minn., one sister, Mrs. Christina 
Munkholm, in Denmark, 7 grandchildren, and 5 great-grandchildren. 
 Funeral services were held June 20, at 2 p.m., in the Elim Lutheran church at Randall, with the Rev. L.A. 
Mathre of Story City officiating. Burial was in the Danish cemetery just north of Randall. Pallbearers were 
Lawrence Miller, Andrew C. Miller, Russell Stevenson, Hallie Swenson, Milo Olson and Nomer Owenson. 
Mrs. Frederick Larson was vocal soloist.  (Daily Freeman Journal July 2, 1957) 
John Peterson, 92 Died Sunday 
 Funeral is today at 2 p.m., at Elim Lutheran church, Randall, for John Peterson, with the Rev. L.A. Mathre 
of Story City officiating, and burial in the Randall cemetery. 
  Mr. Peterson, 92, died Sunday at Seattle, Wash., from pneumonia. He had been ill since March 16. He 
had gone to Seattle in April. 



 Mrs. Peterson was born Aug 8, 1864, in Jutland, Denmark in 1885 and worked on an uncle’s farm near 
Randall. In 1891, he began work for the Seymour and Henderson general store at Randall. Later he went into 
partnership with his brother-in-law in the Weir and Peterson store, Randall. 
 In 1900, the partnership was dissolved and the store became known as the Peterson & Christianson Co. 
Store. He operated that store until 1942. 
 Mr. Peterson had a major interest in trapshooting, being state champion three times, and nationally known 
as a trapshooter. 
 He was a member of the Lutheran church in Denmark, active in Randall community affairs and active when 
the Randall consolidated school was established. 
  He was married to Anna Christianson Oct. 5, 1893, at Randall. She preceded him in death in 1944. 
 Survivors are three sons; Cyrus C, Randall, and Dr. Paul G. and Dr. Phillip L. both of Seattle; daughter, 
Mrs. Ina M. Robinson, Pensacola, Florida; brothers Hans C., of Reedley Calif., and Chris C., Mankato, Minn; 
sister, Mrs. Christina Munkholm, Denmark; 7 grandchildren and 5 great-grandchildren. 
 Sons Homer S. in 1935 and J. Marvin in 1854 preceded him in death. 
(The Story City Herald June 20, 1957) 
 
 
POULSEN, ROBERT JON  1939 - January 7, 1941 (calc.) 
SERVICES AT ELIM CHURCH 
Robert Robinson, 2, Dies at Randall; Father Is in Rumania 
 Funeral services were held today at Elim Lutheran church for Robert Robinson, 2, who died Tuesday at 9 
a.m. at the home of his grandparents, Mr. and Mrs. John Peterson. 
 Mrs. Robinson, who had been living in Bucharest, Rumania, came to the United States last year with her 
eldest son, and Robert was born in Chicago the same year. Mrs. Robinson and children then came to Randall for 
an indefinite stay with her parents. 
 Mr. Robinson is still in Bucharest. He is a financial director of the Ramano-Americana company which is 
connected with the Standard Oil company. 
 The baby is survived by his parents, Mr. and Mrs. E.M. Robinson, his brother, his grandparents, Mr. and 
Mrs. Peterson, and his grandmother, Mrs. D. Robinson, of Tulsa, Okla., as well as several uncles. 
(The Daily Freeman Journal Thursday January 9, 1941) 
 
MARY CHRISTIAN WIER 
 Mary Christian Wier was born in Velle, Denmark, Mar. 20, 1862 and passed away Feb. 25, 1947 at her 
home in Swan, Iowa. She was the daughter of Elsie Marie and Christian P. Christianson of Randall who came to 
the United States and Iowa in the spring of 1868, and located in Hamilton county. 
 On September 20, 1886, she was married to William H. Wier of Story City. They went to swan to live in 
1901. Mrs. Wier was active in church; lodge and community affairs in her younger life. To this union four 
daughters were born, three of whom died in infancy. Left to mourn her passing are her daughter Mrs. Florence 
McDonald and husband of Swan; one grandson, Wm. H. McDonald of San Francisco, Cal.; one brother, George 
P. Christianson of Randall; one sister, Mrs. Jennie Peterson, Mankato, Minn., many nieces and nephews, as well 
as beloved friends and neighbors. 
 Services were held at Mason’s funeral home at Pleasantville, Ia., Tuesday, Feb. 25. Services were conducted 
by Rev. Azel Smith, pastor of Methodist church. Private services were held at the family burial plot in the 
Christianson cemetery, Randall. (The Story City Herald Thursday, March 6, 1947) 
 



W.H. WIER DIED AT SWAN 
Old Time Story City Man Succumbed Quickly to an Attack of Pneumonia 
 William H. Wier, last surviving son the well known Capt. And Mrs. W.A. Wier, pioneers in the Story City 
settlement, died at his home in Swan, Iowa, March 28. He had taken sick the week before with a bad cold which 
developed into pneumonia. 
 Funeral services were held at Swan, Monday, April 1, and interment was made in the Randall cemetery. Mr. 
Wier is survived by his wife and a daughter.  (The Story City Herald Thursday, April 28, 1940) 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 


