
Preface 

 

 The wish to acquire as authentic and definite a knowledge as possible of the progenitor of my 

paternal family and of his descendants in America, led me some years ago to begin collecting from other 

members of the family copies of the early Deeds in their possession. In doing this there was also 

gradually accumulated a good deal of information about the family genealogy; and there is so much 

satisfaction in knowing one’s ancestors – where they settled, lived and died, and what they did, and 

what became of their descendants – that I have thought it worthwhile to put into print the prominent 

parts of this information, together with an abstract of the more important Deeds. 

 I cannot here name all who have assisted me in the genealogical part of my work, but I am 

under special obligations to Mrs. Hannah A. Brown, of Salem, N.J.; the late Hon. John Clement, of 

Haddonfield; Commodore John J. Read, U.S. N.; Barclay White, of Mount Holly; Dr. George W. Biddle, of 

Sparta, Ills.; and Dr. Byron F. Dawson, of Cayuoos, Cal. 

 My thanks are also due to Miss Hetty Foster Biddle and Mrs. Neilson J. Ritter (Elisabeth Canby 

Biddle), of Philadelphia, and to John Bishop, of Columbus, N. J., for the loan of Deeds in their possession, 

and for permission to copy the same. 

        H.D.B. 

 

Philadelphia, June 1895. 

  



NOTES OF THE GENEALOGY OF THE BIDDLE FAMILY 

 

 As the Genealogies and Deeds which follow pertain solely to the Biddle family that settled in 

New Jersey, it seems appropriate that a brief biographical sketch of the founder of that family should 

precede them. 

 William Biddle, the original emigrant and the progenitor of most of the name living in this 

country, came to New Jersey from London, England, about 1681. No record of the place or date of his 

birth appears to be now in the possession of any of his descendants. It is supposed he was born about 

1630. 

 In a paper left by his great-great-grandson, Marks John Biddle, of Reading, PA, containing some 

account of the family, he is said to have been a Major in Cromwell’s army. Be that as it may, it is certain 

that he became a member of the society of Friends before 1660, since in that year he, with other 

members of the society, was arrested and committed to Newgate prison for violating the laws by which 

dissenters from the established church were then forbidden, under heavy penalties, to assemble for 

worship. 

 In his marriage certificate, dated London, 12 mo. 7, 1665, and in the original Deed of William 

Penn, Gawen Lawrie and Nicholas Lucas, dated London, 1676, and in the others which follow, he is 

variously described as Cordwinder, Cordwainer, and Shoemaker. In the following this very useful but not 

aristocratic calling he was in good company, since a majority of the early emigrants from England to this 

country had equally humble occupations – which is nowise to their discredit, since they generally 

showed themselves, as he did, to be men of strong character, sterling virtue and good attainments. 

 The Deeds herewith printed, which are selected from those handed down in only one branch of 

the family, cover but a part of his large purchases of land in West New Jersey. The amount paid, 

although it may not appear to us very large, was at that day a very considerable sum. The source from 

which it was obtained is unknown. 

 He resided in Bishopsgate Street, London, and was married 12 mo. 7, 1665, February 17, 1666, 

N.S:, to Sarah Kempe, a widow, at Friends’ meeting in “Westbury Street, in or near Spittlefields,” in said 

city. His marriage certificate is signed by the following witnesses: Thomas Biddle, Roger Bickerstaffe, 

John Oakely, Thomas Taylor, William Johnson, James Wasse, and George Irel nd. 

 Of his five children, only two reached maturity, vis., William, born 10 mo. 4, 1669, O.S., and 

Sarah, born 10 mo. 2, 1678, O.S., the others having died young in England. 

 Having purchased, in the year 1676, lands in New Jersey, he embarked for that Province about 

the year 1681, with his wife, children, and servants; and upon his arrival, or soon thereafter, settled at 

the place known as Kinkora, between Burlington and Bordentown, to which he gave the name of Mount 

Hope. 



 There is still standing on a bluff, overlooking the Delaware river and Biddle’s island, an ancient 

house known as the neighborhood as the “Biddle House,” which is believed by many of his own and of 

his cousin Tomas Biddle’s descendants, to be the identical house which he erected and in which he lived. 

Be this as it may, it is certainly a very ancient building, the frame being of solid timber, and the nails 

used in clap-boarding being of wrought-iron, and doubtless imported from England. 

 Burlington Quarterly Meeting was held at this house from about 1682 to 1711, after which date 

it met alternately at Burlington and Chesterfield until 1827. 

 In the minutes of Chesterfield Monthly Meeting, which have been preserved, we find several 

notices of William Biddle and his wife Sarah, among them the following: 

 “At a monthly meeting of friends at their house in Chesterfield, ye 3d day of ye 8 mo., 1695, 

Friends being informed that William Biddle’s daughter is about to take a husband that is not a friend, 

and that not in accord to the order of truth, Mahlon Stacey and Frances Davenport is by this meeting 

desired to go speak with William concerning the same of his answer.” 

 The friends named accordingly spoke to them, and reported at the next monthly meeting that 

they had so done, and that William and his wife said: 

 “Their daughter had done nothing in this her marriage without their consent. We, pressing them 

to know what answer we should return to this meeting, said, we were men, capable to give the answer.” 

 The meeting does not appear to have derived much satisfaction from William and his wife, as 

the committee also reported that they said “they do not see that they have been amiss,” but nothing 

further appears on the records concerning this matter. 

 These quotations refer to the marriage of Sarah Biddle to William Righton. This marriage was 

solemnized in open court in the presence of the sitting magistrates and invited guests. Her husband died 

after their marriage. 

 In 1703 the following minute was made: 

 “At the monthly meeting of friends held at their meeting house in Chesterfield, the 3d day of 12 

mo., 1703: Clemebt Plumstead of Philadelphia and Sarah Boyden(sic), late of Philadelphia , but now of 

this province, signify their intentions of taking each other in marriage, and Wm. Biddle, her father, being 

present, gave his consent, and also acquaints this meeting that his wife is satisfied.” 

 They were married in March, 1704, and on the 17th of 6 mo., 1705, Sarah Plumstead died 

without issue, and consequently all the descendants of William and Sarah Biddle are descendants of his 

son William Biddle 2d. 

 Sarah, wife of William Biddle 1st, died 2 mo., 27, 1709, O.S., aged 74 years, and he died in the 

early part of the year 1712. 



 William Biddle was active in public affairs from the period of his arrival in New Jersey to his 

death in 1712, having been appointed in 1682 – probably the year after his arrival – a Justice of the 

Peace for Burlington County, in which office he served several years. Commissions of the Peace were 

issued by the Governor and Council yearly; a part of whom were designated as of the quorum, so that a 

court of sessions could not be held without the presence of one of them. He was in the same year 

chosen on of the Council, whose duties were “to assist the Governor in managing the affairs of the 

government” to the best of their ability, and also one of the ten members of the Board of Land 

Commissioners. In 1683 he was a member of the General Assembly of the Province, and in 1688 he was 

elected one of the Councils of Proprietors of West Jersey, of which latter body he was President in the 

years 1706 and 1707. 

 In 1702 the Proprietors surrendered their right of government to the Crown, retaining their 

membership in the soil, and the two Jerseys were appointed by the Crown; twelve Councilors, appointed 

theoretically by the Crown, but really by the Governor, six from East Jersey and sic from West Jersey; 

and an Assembly of twenty-four members elected by the people. The Governor could convene, dissolve, 

and prorogue the Assembly at his pleasure, and possessed a veto power. All laws that were passed and 

signed were transmitted to England for approval or otherwise. No person was eligible to the Assembly 

who did not possess a freehold in one thousand acres of land within the division for which he was 

chosen, or personal estate to the value £500stg. The Governor and Council made all appointments, by 

writ of privy seal, and issued patents for land. 

 About the year 1700 a controversy arose between William Pen and William Biddle in regard to 

the possession of the island opposite Mount Hope. The commencement of the dispute appears to have 

been a claim which Penn made upon William Biddle for three hundred acres of land on Rancocus Creek, 

which William Biddle had sold to Richard Baynum. Penn asserted that he purchased the same of 

Baynum, but for some reason could not make a good totle to it. Under date of 7 mo. 14, 1705, Penn 

writes Logan: 

 “For the 300 (acres) I bought of Richard Banam, alias Beaumont, that he purchased of Wm. 

Biddle, on the Rancocos Creek. Thou hast found his lease, pray search for the release, they must needs 

have been together … I am sorry to find I can have no justice in my own Courts; if so, I must bring my 

first appeal to Westminster Hall against my own Courts, for want of justice to their Proprietor and 

Governor.” 

 In a letter written 29th of 7th mo., to Logan, Penn further threatened William Biddle as follows: 

 “Hast thou done nothing yet with William Biddle about Beaumont’s 300 acres upon Rancocus 

Creek, taken up at first by the West Jersey Commissioner for poor Beaumont? And if William Biddle will 

not secure it to the man to whom I am assignee, at a dear purchase, let him know I will seize the island 

before Pennsbury, of which he has only a permit for two lives, as I remember it, and what I would not 

part with for £ 1000 this money here, so much I desire it … Tho’ the channel goes between that and 

Pennsbury, yet it always belonged to the Indians that lived at Sep assin, now Pennsbury.” 

 The dispute was ultimately settled in favor of William Biddle. 



 The table of William Biddle’s descendants, through his oldest and youngest grandsons, as 

printed in the “Notes to the Autobiography of Charles Biddle,” has been given on page 8. We now give, 

in addition, from recently collected information, a table of descendants to fifth – and including a portion 

of the fifth and sixth- generation of his grandson, Joseph Biddle, who remained in New Jersey, and also 

those of his cousin, Thomas Biddle. 

 These later lists, though not entirely complete, are believed to be accurate as far as given. 

 The following devises of real estate are included in William Biddle’s will, proved at Burlington, 

3d day of March, 1711, O.S.  

 His dwelling-house and plantation, known as Mount Hope, with the island opposite, unto his 

son, William Biddle, and Lydia, his wife, during their and each of their natural lives, and then to his 

grandson, William Biddle. 

 To his cousin, Thomas Biddle, 500 acres of land; to his grandson Joseph Biddle, 500 acres of 

land; to his grandson, John Biddle, 500 acres of land; to his cousin, Dorothy Sherwin, and to William 

Satterthwaite, each of them, 100 acres of land. 

 All the rest, residue, etc., of his estate, real and person, unto his son, William Biddle, whom he 

appointed, together with his friends, Samuel Bunting, of Chesterfield, and John Vills, of Northhampton, 

executors. 

Of Thomas Biddle, the “cousin” mentioned in William Biddle’s will, we know absolutely nothing, 

save that he left descendants. He appears as a witness on William Biddle’s marriage certificate in 1665, 

and a Thomas Biddle signs as a witness to the will of William Righton, mariner, in Jamaica, February 5, 

1701-02, which is recorded in Book B, p.223 in the Register of Wills’ office, Philadelphia; and the 

marriage of Thomas Biddle and Rachel Grusbeck (doubtless Groesbeck) is recorded in the record of the 

First Presbyterian Church, Philadelphia, as occurring 9 mo. 8, 1704 (November 8, 1704). 

Whether this Thomas Biddle was the cousin mentioned, or the son of the cousin, is not 

positively known; but he was doubtless the ancestor of that line of the family, and from him we 

commence the genealogy. 


