Charles J Vella, PhD, Houghton Surname Project:

This is some of the history of George Lampton Houghton in his life in Deadwood, South Dakota, between
1879 and 1900. He was made a Medal of Honor winner in 1900 for actions in the Civil War.

1879 article (one of many legal summons intiated by GL Houghton):




“Early Days, capter XV” article, The Black Hills Daily Times, Deadwood, SD, 21 Mar
1880

Black Fills Daily Times.

DEADWOOD CITY, DAKOTA TERRITORY, SUNDAY MORNING, MARCH 21, 1880.
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“George L. Houghton was born in Canada, but when four years of age he removed with his father’s
family to Michigan, where he resided until 1857, when he went to lllinois and worked on a farm until the
breaking out of the rebellion, when he enlisted and served three years in the army under General
Thomas. He emigrated to Nebraska in 1869, and remained there until the spring of 1876, when he
pulled up stakes and started for the Hills, arriving at Cheyenne, on Feb 3d.



EARLY DAYN

. CHAPTER XV,
/lieorge | L. Houghwa was born in
when tour years of age he
removed with his father's family to
Michigan, where he resided until 1857,
when be went w0 [llinois and worked
ou & larm until the breaking out of the
rebellion, when he enlisted and served
three years in the army under General
Thomas. He emigrated to Nebrasks
in 1869, and remained there until the
spring of 1876, when he pulled up
- stakes and started for the Hills, arriv-
ing at Cheyenne on Feb. 3d. A com-
psay of twenty organized, of whom
Jim Allen, now living in Central Uity,
was one. They procured five teams
and rolled out on the 10th of February.
There had been trouble on the road
with the Indisns, and when the ques
tion of organizing and establishing a
guard, it met with but little encourag-
ment from the crowd. They at length
concluded it best o put oatPguards ut
night, but when it came to doing it,
but tour of the crowd were willing to
stand, und the eternal vigilance theory
Wihs 0O 20

in gold dust. Two motths after they
came in flour went Wp o $25, and
bacon 75 cents. :

At the time of the Wolf Mouatain
stampede, Houghton was supposed tQ
be on the inside, and for days had »
crowd of men him; but at
last they got ready, or thirty of
them, and left and ™ far as the
Bear Lodge becoming
discouraged ook back track.
Houghton had | packed with
provisions, and on the met two
of his friends who onthe wild

goose chase, out of ﬂ and out of
heart, and he ’ with him
back to Deadwood.

The Gays located the. mine
January 12, 1576, and it the
following season. Oharles Federal,

one of the party which came in with

A company of twenty organized, of whom Jim Allen, now living in Central City, was one. They procured
five teams and rolled out on the 10" of February. There had been trouble on the road with the Indians,
and when the question of organizing and establishing a guard, it met with but little encouragement from
the crowd. They at length concluded it best to put out guards at night, but when it came to doing it, but
tour of the crowd were willing to stand, and the eternal vigilance theory was no go.
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but tour of the crowd were willing to
stand, und the eternal vigilance theory
Wwiks DO go.

At the Old Woman's fork they saw
the first Indians, and their appearance
created & good deal of nervousness
among the boys, but there was no
fight. A few days before they came to
Hat creek, Stuttering Brown, who was
in charge of the stage company, was
passing dewn the road this side of
there in the night, with several passen.
gers, when they were fired upon from
the side of the road, and Brown fatally
wounded. He fell off the seat back.
wards, some of the passengers picked
up the lines, and the team was driven
at the top of their speed for some dis.
tance when they stopped, and, unhitch.
ing the horses, mounted them and rode
to the Hat creek station. In the morn.
ing a party returned and found Brown
alive and removed him to the station,
where he received every attention, but
died in a day or two.  His body was
taken to Cheynne for burial. It was a
question at the time whether the firing
was done by Indisns or Persimmon
Bill's band of outlaws.

On tae third day trom the Old

Woman's fork they had travelled forty
miles, and did not get into camp until

following season. Oharles Federal,
with

one of the party which came in
them, located the Grest

Houghton, James sad William

Frackens honded the and
the first developing on it. They d
in & tunnel over » husdred feet,

then relinquished bond, bought
» small interest in it afterwards
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where he received every attention, but
died in & day or two.  His body was
taken to Cheynne for burial. [t was a
question at the time whether the firing
was done by Indians or Persimmon
Bill's band of outlaws.

On tie third day from the Old
Woman's fork they had travelled forty
miles, and did not get into camp until
10 o'clock st night, and the crowd
were 0 tired and worn out that they
made up fires, Isid down by them and
went to sleep, saying they would not
stand guard If all the Indisns in the
Sloux nation were surrounding them.
Atthis camp they were opposite the
mouth of the Red Canyon, which was
celebrated as the slaughter pen of the
early days, there being more men kill.
ed there than oo all the rest of the road
put together.

The next day they were followed by
fourteen mounted [odians and when

of the pale faces, and would be pleased

The oext day they were followed by
fourteen mounted Indians and when
they came within slgnalling distance
they made sigos of friendship, and |
nine of them came ap and talked to
them as well a8 they cookl by signs.
They gove them to understand that
they were good Indians, of the Poca
hoatas kind, who were great admirers
of the pale faces, and would be pleased
to recive any little domation of 1bacco,
ten, sugar, bresd—in fact would be
thankful for amything. They gave
them » fow things, and that was their
first and last Indinn fight, In which
every mother's son of (them came out &
hero. These Indians were well srmed,
well mounted and well painted. The
truin was not stopped during the inter-
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hero. These Indians were well srmed,
well mounted and well painted. The
train was not stopped during the inter-
view: they kept moving slong, but &
sharp lookout was kept oo them all
thetime. That might, as usnal, there
was no guard mountieg, nod Jim Al
Jen became so disgusted with the care.
lessness that the next day be pulled
out and went abead aloae. They ar
rived st Custer om the ¥k of Febru
ary, Heughton remained there two
woeks, prospected  some, and belped
Harlow build his cobims, and then
started for Deadwood in company
with George Warren, Samuel Tillot:
son and others, and a Mr. Jeony, &

.| cousin of the protessor, n splendid hup-

b walon bamt tha auifit s came all

I
with George Warren, Samuel Tillot

son and others, and a Mr Jenny, &

.| cousin of the protessor, n splendid hup-

| with the first party that ever came in

ter, who kept the outfit in game all
the way. They stopped oa Castle
creek about two weeks on account of
great soow storm, and  then cmne in

on that route with wagons Before
coming In they wet a party of
oa the head of Two
had goae out 10 meet them,
and & party joined them
creck, and came in  with
bad been to Spotted Tail age

Al Gay, A H.
cock and others were of the Bi
crowd.
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to take his pay on and it lsa
positive fact that 3_:90” of it wam

puid. 010 man Chlabols  wanted
- somne beef, but sald he would not @o in
: (et for it unless they would promise ||
,mldlhmn_}n when be

gt rendy,  Tillotson  consented |
‘|10 this, snd the old man ||
came 1o pay him whes be had $90,000 | |
im gold dast. Two momths after they
cawe in flour went up W $23, and
bacon 75 cents . |

At the time of the Wolf Mountaia |
stampede, Houghton wis supposed tq | |
be on the inside, and for days hed a
crowd of men oy him; but ot
l’ last they got ready, iwenty or thirty of ||

them, aud left and ™ far as the |,
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stampede, Houghton was supposed 19

' | be o the inside, and for days hed
crowd of men watchisg him; but t
; last they got ready, twenty or thirty of

them, and left and ™ fuar a8 the
| | ear Lodge nd becoming

disconraged took the beck track.
- | Houghton bhad = packed with
provisions, and on the rturn met two
af his friends who out on the wild
goose chase, out of grub aad out of
heart, and he bronght with him |
back to Deadwood, ,

The Gays located the mil mine
"1 January 12, 1878, and déveloped it the
following season. Charles Federal,
one of the party which csme in with
them, Jocnted the Grest Eastern
Houghton, JTames Seott sod William

- b
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“The Gays located the Blacktail mine January 12, 1876, and developed it the following season. Charles
Federal, one of the party which came in with them, located the Great Eastern. Houghton, James Scott
and William Frackens bonded the mine, and did the first developing on it. They drove in a tunnel over a
hundred feet, and then relinquished the bond, bought a small interest in it, and afterwards sold it.” [CJV:
| suspect this is the original trigger for what GL Houghton believed was the cause of his being swindled
out of a mining title worth $100,000.]



" | January l&tmﬂmhpal it the

following seasom. Charles Federal,
one of the party which csme in with
| them, tocated the Grest Eastern. |
| Houghton, Tames Scott sod 'Willism
‘ Fruckens bonded the mioe, and did
, | the first developing om it. They drove
| In & tunnel over a hundred feet, and
| then relinquished lltl:nd. bought
| #small interest in it 4 afterwands
| sodd i, ;
| lothe spring of 1578 was some
| trouble in the miners getting supplies,
| andl Houghton u"? the guleh
and took orders from: oearly all of
them, he agreeing o furnish them
with goods at the

:l_. lo the spring of 1878 was some

F trouble in the miners getling supplies,
andl Houghton cun the guleh |1

" | and 1ok orders from pesrly all of

q | them, he agreeing o furnish them

i with goodds at the pricc at the .

i parchasing point on the Misouri river

.| with ten cents & ndded for

g freight and commi His partoer,

2 Charles Holland, went 10 Sioux City | ¢

i

The goods were lost and nope of them
delivered, but the
medliing.
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1885:

George Hearst va. Thos, Hollaran, or-
der of publieation.,

Torritory v, 1. M. Rich, assault snd
battery. Given to Jan. 15, to plead.

Io the watter of the accusation filed
upon mntian of  Goorge Houghton
for the disbarm ety per of al-
lorneys for alloged falsification of the
vourt record, connpireoy to defraud oto,
examinaling was resumed and conting-
od the porsion of the sad
ut the comtlusion, the mﬂ%
the clerk 0 enter an order dismising
proceedings and completely exonerat-
ing the necuted, The court abo took
oocasion to administer a severe rebuke
to Mr, Hooghton, saying that he would
tnke until Monday to determine whicl
of two conrses he would pemue; Iay the
matter before the grand Jury on a
charge of perjury, or condider & motion
for disharmant,

I ST 2D S p OB P A3 8 5 A e we st

Adjoutned ustil to-morrow morning,




charges amd -pammiu-s agminst
members of thoe Desdwood bar, was
shat of yesterday wmorming, whes ot
the sdvice of eonusel be comcluded to
abandon the parsuit, b the very exe
oelleat reason that theve was not ane
'qlhhlut-vllnouo pport # wim
dnlhaﬂoo he haa made  The ane
moaucement he wanted to nbumdon the
came wnel withdraw the ehnrges wil
entircly wnexpected,  aml ook the
gentlemun most intervested completely
by surprise.  After some hesitation, ﬂ
and belef consultation, they, bowever,
dealded Lo intorposs o ohjections 1o |y
Mr. Houghton's peopesition.  An ee- &
dor was at anoe smsdo dismissing the | !
matter amld dlschargl ng all of the do
tendants. The charges brought by 8
Messrs. Van Cise & Wilson lplnl
Houghton will be beand Mouday.
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1889:

eorge b Houghton put ia the day dis-

' Deadwood «ud on the belt, a

eircular “open letter,” the subject of

whioh, as all acquainted with the nuthor

ana distribator, resdily coneetve, was the

oft repeated oue of corruption on the
part uf certain e bors of the bar. Of

ihe truth or faisity of the secesation the

Cises hns pot pow to do; but the Times

‘eannot but guestion the peculine thetios

resorted to by Mr. Hooghion. If he hes
n grievance he s ould soek redross in the
proper way, by legal proceedings. He

| certainly will not for & moment say that

Justice 18 not o he obtsined at the hands
l of Judge Thowae ; or at the hands of o

Jury of fellow eifiacus
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District Court

The long deawn out Hooghton case
reached & conclusion yeaterdny alternoon
1 the disbinrmont u@ Houghton,
Argument was su by Culovel
Steele on behalf of defendanut; and by
Judges Moody nud Hennett for plaintiffs
Vau Cise, Wilson aud Romans. In mak-
fog the order, Judge Thowns expressed
himself freely aud clearly, saying that he
had ndvised Houghton o pursue a course
differvnt, and he regretted that his coun:
sel had not been heeded.  The pecalinr-
ties of the case hind led him 1o give » long
and patient hearing taking a wide range,
and drawing iu much extransous matter,
He reached a conclusion without doab ,
and for the good of all parties eoncerned,
It was right that the order should issue,

It was u righteous order, meeting the
approbation of all, even of those deeyly
sympathising with Houghton

1889:

B

District Court

The long deawn out Hooghton cuse
reached n conclusion yeaterdny afternoon
10 the disbinrmont u'! Ieurge ’, Houghton,
Argument was su by Colouel
Bteele on bebalf of defendant; and by |
Judges Moody aud Hennett for plaintiffs | ti
Vau Cise, Wilson aud Romans. In mak- |
fug the order. Judge Thoms expressed | F
himself (reely aud cloarly, snying that he 1
had advised Houghton to pursue a course | o
difervnt, and he regretted that his coun:
sel had not been bieeded.  The peculin-
ties of the case hind lod him (o give n long
and putient hearing taking u wide range,
and drawing in much extransous matter,
He reached a conclusion without doub ,
and for the good of all parties eonoerned,
it was right that the order should issue,

It was n righteous order, meoting the
approbation of all, even of those deeyly

=z

ST Lim2

sympathising with Houghton
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GeoRrGE L. HouGHTON, one of the
enrliest pioneers of the Black Hills and
who was u lawyer in that country for

Houghton was beaten out of l
mining claim in that country by the
machinstions ol a corporation in col-

was disbarred from for en-
deavering to recover his rights and
then his reinstatement after long years

vl of the judges of that distriet with
corruption — Falls Journal.

Chnritably inclined newspapers will
ignore Gowrge Houghton sod lus
book. been granted the full-
ost latitude by the suceessive judges of
this distriet and cireuit, and Deadwood
attorneys have assisted him in prepar-
ing and prosonting his cnse. A special
examiner from the department of jus-
tice spent nearly two months in look-
ing up the case, and his charges have
been proven, time and again, to be
absolutely groundless. If George don't
subside, the Pronger will go into a his-

|tory of the case.

Poow, old George L. Houghton has
broken out s lime he gets
himself interviewed by the Watertown

" Pablic Opinion. Goorge has cost Law-
rence county aad the United States
several thousand dollars in Investigat-
ing his case and his supposed griev-
soces, and all over an old quartz mill
to which he never had the shadow of a
title. He tried to beat the owner out
of his property and because the courts
would not sustain him, he charges all
sorts of things. If Houghton was
‘flnsncially or mentally responsible he
would be made to answer for the false-
hoods set forth in that book of his.

—————

Jan 30, 1897:




lheorge Houghton put i the day dis-
' Deadwood «ud ou the belt, &
eircalar “open letter,” the subject of
which, as nll acquainted with the sathor
ana distributor, resdily conestve, was the
oft repeated oue of corruption on the
part of certain membors of the bar. Of
ihe truth or faisity of the secgsation the
Cisns has ot pow todo; but the Timss
‘eannot but guestion the peculine tactios
resorted to by Mr. Houghton, If he hes
n grievance he s iould soek redross in the
proper way, by legal proceedings. He
| certainly will not ﬁn.mﬂu,&u
Justice 18 not £ he obtained at the hands
| of Judge Thowe ; or at the hands of 8
Jury of fellow eifizcns.

1897, SD:
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1900 WA:
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Aberdeen News:

of the Black Hills

wr

It seems from the

dispatches that George|l.. Houghton

as gone to Wash-

ington with his grievifmces of fifteen

| vears standing. Mr. Houghton will be

remembered as the man who came to

this city and wanted people to pay

his troubles.

admission to a hall to hear him tell

—




