
Charles J Vella, PhD, Houghton Surname Project: 

This is some of the history of George Lampton Houghton in his life in Deadwood, South Dakota, between 

1879 and 1900. He was made a Medal of Honor winner in 1900 for actions in the Civil War. 

1879 article (one of many legal  summons intiated by GL Houghton):  

 



 

“Early Days, capter XV” article, The Black Hills Daily Times, Deadwood, SD, 21 Mar 

1880 

 

 

“George L. Houghton was born in Canada, but when four years of age he removed with his father’s 

family to Michigan, where he resided until 1857, when he went to Illinois and worked on a farm until the 

breaking out of the rebellion, when he enlisted and served three years in the army under General 

Thomas. He emigrated to Nebraska in 1869, and remained there until the spring of 1876, when he 

pulled up stakes and started for the Hills, arriving at Cheyenne, on Feb 3d. 



 

A company of twenty organized, of whom Jim Allen, now living in Central City, was one. They procured 

five teams and rolled out on the 10th of February. There had been trouble on the road with the Indians, 

and when the question of organizing and establishing a guard, it met with but little encouragement from 

the crowd. They at length concluded it best to put out guards at night, but when it came to doing it, but 

tour of the crowd were willing to stand, and the eternal vigilance theory was no go. 



 

 

 

 



 



 



 

 

 



 



 



 

“The Gays located the Blacktail mine January 12, 1876, and developed it the following season. Charles 

Federal, one of the party which came in with them, located the Great Eastern. Houghton, James Scott 

and William Frackens bonded the mine, and did the first developing on it. They drove in a tunnel over a 

hundred feet, and then relinquished the bond, bought a small interest in it, and afterwards sold it.” [CJV: 

I suspect this is the original trigger for what GL Houghton believed was the cause of his being swindled 

out of a mining title worth $100,000.] 
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Jan 30, 1897: 



 

1897: 

 

1897, SD: 



  

1899 KS: 

 

1900 WA: 

 

 



 


