
 



 

See #19, information was found online on the Hovis Funeral Home 

See #1 and #23, information was found olnline on Ch esterfield Co. and McBee, S.C.  

See #24, information was found online on Morris Fie ld, N.C. 
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Name and address of the present owner of the proper ty:  

                     Five Hundred Sixteen N. Tryon St., LLC  
             P. O. Box 35509  

  Charlotte, N.C. 28235-5509  

Special significance in terms of its history, archi tecture, and/or cultural importance.   The 
Commission believes that the Hovis Funeral Home Bui lding does possess special historical 
significance for Charlotte and Mecklenburg County.  It bases its judgment on the following 
considerations.                            

1)   The Hovis Funeral Home Building was designed by reg ionally important 
architect William H. Peeps and is one of five non-r esidential buildings 
designed by Peeps that survive in Center City Charl otte.  

2)  The Hovis Funeral Home  Building reflects the i mportance of Tryon Street as 
the principal upscale commercial street in early tw entieth century Charlotte.  

3)   The Hovis Funeral Home Building is the only ex tant building in Center City 
Charlotte that once served as a funeral home.  

Historic Essay:  Historical Context Of The Hovis Funeral Home Building 

The historical and architectural significance of th e Hovis Funeral Home Building can best be 
understood within the context of Charlotte’s overal l commercial development.  The Hovis Funeral 
Home Building was constructed in the mid-1920s and was designed by William H. Peeps (1868-
1950), an architect of local and regional importanc e.  Tryon Street had become Charlotte’s 
principal upscale commercial and institutional thor oughfare by the early 20 th century, containing 
such significant structures as the Ratcliffe Floris t Shop, Ivey’s Department Store, the Latta 
Arcade (all fashioned by Peeps), two skyscrapers (t he Johnston Building and the First National 
Bank Building) and several churches.  

Commerce has been central to the development of Cen ter City Charlotte at least since 1852, 
when the tracks of the Charlotte and South Carolina  Railroad reached the city 

 

 

 
 



 
 A pre-World War Two commercial building designed by  Peeps that survives on Tryon Street 
is the Hovis Funeral Home Building.  It is the only  extant structure in the Center City that once 
served as a funeral home.  Erected in the 1920s, this eclectic Classical style  building served 
for many years as the site of the Z. A. Hovis & Son s Funeral Home.   As with Peeps's other 
buildings in Center City Charlotte, the Hovis Funer al Home draws upon traditional patters of 
design, including arches and quoining.  Also, the b uilding underscores the role of Tryon St. as 
the principal upscale commercial street in Charlott e in the first half of the twentieth century. [19]  

 

Above report edited and copied from internet inquir y, March, 2009  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

                  William H. Peeps  



Major World War II Fighter Training Base (from inte rnet inquiry) 
Morris Field, N.C. 

 

As it became more likely that the United States would be drawn into the war in Europe, the Government directed the military 
services to look for locations that could be used for the training of service personnel. It was with the war effort in mind that 
Charlotte’s small Douglas Municipal Airport was considered for a U. S. Army Air Corps facility.  

In December 1940, the Army Corps of Engineers leased 83 acres south of the airport. Construction started right away and by 
March 1941 the base was ready for personnel. Col. C. W. Howard was the first Commanding Officer and Capt. Elliott White 
Springs was recalled to active duty to be the Executive Officer. Capt. Springs, the President of Springs Textile Mills in Ft. Mill, 
SC, was a World War I Ace who downed 11 enemy aircraft in combat over France. The hangers and aircraft parking areas were 
completed by May 1941, eight months before Pearl Harbor, and the 29 th Air Base General Headquarters Group, U.S. Army Air 
Force, arrived to set up operations.  

The Charlotte Army Air Base was officially dedicated April 21, 1941 with New York Mayor LaGuardia the principal speaker and 
high ranging Charlotte officials and military officers in attendance. In choosing a name for the air base, the Air Corps asked local 
civic organizations for recommendations. Charlotte unanimously recommended 2 nd Lt. James H. Sykes. He was the first 
Mecklenburg County airman killed in WW I. In spite of this recommendation, in January 1942, the air base was named “Morris 
Field” in memory of the late Maj. William Col. Morris, of Concord, NC. At the time of his death, he was on the staff of the Chief of 
the Air Corps.  

 



Initially, Morris Field was a small operation, a tent city, with only two short runways. It eventually grew to several hundred acres, 
more than one hundred buildings, a control tower and the infrastructure to house and train thousands of combat ready service 
men and women. In addition to officer and enlisted quarters, there was a hospital, quartermaster warehouses, and aircraft 
operations maintenance facilities. The aircraft maintenance facility employed many Charlotte women to work on the aircraft.  

Major air operations started in late 1941 when the air base was involved in a large-scale air war game conducted over the 
southeastern states by the Third Air Force Interceptor Command. The 56 th Pursuit Group, permanently based at Morris Field 
flying the P-40 fighters, took part in the war games.  

On Sunday, December 7 th, 1941, after the attack on Pearl Harbor, Morris Field took on all the formalities of warfare. All 
personnel were recalled to their post, civilian clothes were ruled out, visitors were restricted, blackout precautions taken and 
aircraft ordered into readiness. During the approximately five years Morris Field operated on a wartime basis it was a primary 
flight and gunnery training and aircraft maintenance and repair facility. In addition to the 56 th Pursuit Group, the 46 th and 47 th 
Bombardment Groups trained combat air crews in flying the Douglas A-20 “Havoc” light bomber and the North American B-25 
“Mitchell” medium bomber.  

Some other aircraft that operated out of Morris Field were the P-39 pursuit, the B-17 bomber and the C-47 cargo planes. 
Interestingly, commercial flights continued to operate at the airfield.  

 

Poignantly, Lt. Budd Harris Andrews was killed April 12, 1945 when he crashed his A-20 bomber near Morningside Drive in East 
Charlotte. The plane’s engine was on fire when he passed over the Morningside Drive houses and crashed on the bank of Brier 
Creek. Part of the wing fell through the roof of 1300 Morningside Drive. Lt. Andrews had maneuvered the plane past the houses 
in his path giving up his life to save the residents of the neighborhood. The city of Charlotte dedicated the Budd Andrews Athletic 
Field at Veterans Park on McClintock Road in his memory. 

Morris Field was turned back to Charlotte officials on May 14, 1946 after investing more than six (6) million dollars and renamed 
the Charlotte Municipal Airport. Some barracks and other structures were turned into apartments to help relieve postwar housing 
shortages in the area. The Chapel dedicated in September 1941, located on Airport Drive, now serves as a child development 
center.  

The Carolinas Aviation Museum is home to one of the other remaining buildings from the Army’s presence at the airport during 
the war years. The Thomas Ferebee Building is named in honor of the late Mockville, North Carolina, native Tom Ferebee, the 
bombardier on the B-29 “Enola Gay” and long-timed museum supporter. Prior to being moved to the museum in 2003, this 
building served as an annex to the Berryhill Baptist Church.  

 

 



McBee, S.C. from internet inquiries: 

   
 

Ever wondered what happened to those sleepy little communities where the kids could play outside until dark.  Well, 

we'd like to think that we've preserved some aspects of that lifestyle in McBee.   While certain changes have been 

inevitable, we've definitely maintained a close-knit community where neighbors are more than just the people next 

door. 

  

Far removed from the large inner cities with its soaring crime rates and busy freeways, McBee provides a traditional 

neighborhood for its citizens and is quite a lovely place to work, live and play.  At least we think so. We aren't 

bombarded by the freeways and cramped living quarters that a lot of newer up scaled communities offer.  Instead, we 

concentrate on a progressive but subtle way of living.   And while most shopping malls require a 45-minute drive, what 

we consider the more important things are right around the corner.  

  

We have both a state and federal wildlife refuge within seven miles of the town.   Here we can cruise through the 

wildlife drive, stop at one of several fishing spots or have a picnic and roller-blade the afternoon away.  Many people in 

our area also enjoy the gentle breeze and beach-like environment of Lake Robinson.  About 10-minutes from McBee, it 

offers several boat landings and public shores where families often grill-out and swim until dusk. And while Georgia 

claims to be the peach state, everyone in McBee is well aware that our town is Peach Capital of the World.  Even if we 

are the only people who see it that way.            

 

The same as Patrick and Pageland, McBee was named after a railroad executive; in this case, V.E. "Bunch" McBee, born 

July 26, 1849, in Greenville Co., SC, the son of William Pinkney and Harriett Butler McBee. Bunch McBee was one of 

South Carolina's leading forces in the building of railroads, was responsible for the Columbia, South Carolina to Hamlet, 

North Carolina line, which runs through McBee, and was at one time superintendent of the Seaboard Air Line Railway. 

McBee, incorporated in 1902, when it became the starting point of the Columbia, Monroe, and Charlotte Railroad. Even 

though the downtown area has deteriorated, there are industries around the area that supports the 715 inhabitants. In 

fact,within 5 miles of the town about 1500 people work. Two large firms operate there, A.O. Smith and Talley Metals.  

 

And, of course, McBee is well known for the peach industry. Mcbee is famous for one of the biggest Fire Districts in 

Chesterfield County. Alligator Fire Dist was formed with Mcbee Fire department back in the late 1980s. With five fully 

operating Stations spread all over the district, which they cover with no problems from their highly trained Firefighters. 

Certified through the SC fire academy located in the Columbia area. The name was taken from the historical creek 

"Alligator Creek & Alligator Township which is located North of McBee on hwy#1. The Old McBee Train Depot still stands 

today, and has been converted into a Railroad Museum and the town library, within holds the history of the railroad 

system with many displays covering many aspects of a bygone era. 

 
Note: Several inquiries were made with Chesterfield County and McBee, S.C. librarians and historical society 

authorities looking for any records or newspaper articles on Graydon, but nothing was found.   I feel confident that 

they did a thorough search. N. Larsen 

Chesterfield County 


