ARTHUR AMORY HOUGH-
t STON:: JR. 18] one of “i:he
most nnpresmve “joiners: i
town r.The REW:. premdentvof.
‘the; Metropohtan Mussum  of-
ATt ST 8 Vice chalrman of
‘the” Lincoln': Center “for * the:
Perzormmg -Arts. and Tofthe:

“Fund for the Advancement of.
‘Education:'He is a vice presi=

dent of the Com--'-_

Man ing, - Muséum ‘' of;;
Glass and the :
;Plerpont Morgan;
NeWS *  Library. . He. .is’
:boa.rcbchalrman of.

m the

~Codper "Union,’ and his-.trust-:
~‘eeships-’compare”. ‘with “those
-0f the United Nations; He is
7a trustee_of the Metropolitan,
“'the New York Public Library,.
‘the - Rockefeller Foundation:
:and- the Institute-of Interna-\
“tional Education. He is also a
§ ‘director-.of the ' Philharinenic’
: Symphony Soc:ety “of “New
:York,: whose board he ence,

headed
5 M. Houghton does not Jom
for sociability, status or solv-

‘ency—he has sufﬁclent status.

a8 presment of ' 'Steuben
Glass Ine.,  a: director
cof its- parent company,. the
-Corning -Glass Works, and
‘as a director of the New
“York Life Insurance Com-
pany, the United States: Steel
Corporatlon and Dlebold Inec.

Believes m Domg

‘Hej joins because he believes
tIungs should be done and

because he is interested, He

-is quiet at meetings, his col-

.leagues -say, but when every-"

body has said his say, he
- speaks up softly and cogently,
thh thoughts on the subject

~that offen form the bams of

_ actlon

“He doesn’t speak much ex-

cept to the pomt " a friend
-said. -

“He is more at ease with
personal friends than when he
“is~ in publie,” said  another
-associate. “The unusual thing

‘is-that when he has an idea, -

‘he will carry it through,
sketchmg it out on paper and
- saying specifically how it can
-be done.”

There is general agreement
“that he is nard-driving once
“he is convmced of  where 10
drive. . .

In the hght of all this, it is
“unproductive to ask about, his
“hobbies, He travels a lot, al-
-though lately he has rarely
“been away for more than two

-weeks at a time from his

‘headquarters in the Corning
.offices at 717 Fifth Avenue,
‘one of the early glass-pack-
-aged buildings here. .

- The. g}ass conmipany execu-
-tive was "born on ‘Dec. 12,
1906, -at Corning, N.Y.; home
‘of the Corning orgamzatlon
-owned by the Houghton fami-
"ly.” While an undergraduaie
. at Harvard—eclass of '29—he
“conceived a passion for litera-
“ture and rare books, He en-
‘tered the ‘family business
~when he finished college and
‘started collecting,

Mr. Houghton's business and

‘collection grew. He -stocked

original. manuscripts and- let-

ters of Samuel Pepys; Robert

. Browning: and Elizabeth Bar-

‘rett Browning; James Boswell

.and Samue] Johnson, and he’

‘had one of the largest collec-
tions anywhere of the works
of John Keats; Edmund Spen-
ser angd Lewis Carroll.

- In 1933, he welded an inter-
est in the arts to an interest

Canverts zdeas mta actzon

- in ~his busmess and became’

presxdent of Corning’s Steuben
division, One- Sunday, he and

_. John M. Gates an- archltect'

and the company’s vice-presi-

dent, smashed some 20,000

brts_of glassware with a value
on the books of $1 miilion in
the company's’ warehouses.
Then they started from the
bottom. fo- build a quality-
glass business that would in-
corporate imaginative design
in technically superb- crystal.
- The smashmg of the old in-
ventory “was productive, The
new designs were eXhlbltEd

_hailed and sold.

By 1940, business was fme
and Mr. rIoughton submitted,
to the blandishments of Archi-
bald MacLeish, then Librar-
ian of Congress He went to
Washington and became cura-

tor of rare books, a job he

thoroughly emoyed for two

~years -until the United States
entered World War II. Mr.

Houghton left the library, al-

~though he still holds the titles

of honorary curator and hon-
orary consultant in English
bibliography there, and joinéd
the- Air Force as a captain.

By the time the last shot was

fired, -he was a heutenant
colonel. -
Honored - by 11 Colleges
Returning to civilian life,
Mr. Houghton - plunged into

the many affairs that have

claimed his time since. ,

"He advanced on business
fronts, . cultural - fronts and
educational fronts. He - has
gathered honorary degrees
from 11 colleges. He was in

politiesi— in 1960 he was

chairman of the United Re-
publican Finance Committee.

He built the rare-book Ii-
rary that bears the Hough-

ton name at Harvard. He was

mtensely interested in artis-

‘try in glass and played. the

leading" role in building the
glass museum and library at
Corning,  which . - attracts:
thotisands on summer days..
‘Mr. Houghton . lives ‘with

; h:s thtrd wﬁe the former

Miss- Ehzabeth . Douglas

- McCalI ;at their: apartment at

3 Sutton Place and- spends
fime at his country home, the
Wye Plantation,-in Queens-

“4own, Md., when he can get
- away fora short weekend. He

has three daughters, one son

‘and four grandchildren.
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