Letter written in 1879
from Priscilla Clark, Leaksville, N.C. to
Mr. W. B. Sims, Clover Depot, Halifax County, Virginia
Oak Grove
May 13th 1879

Dear William,
Your letter to Travis came last Friday, and as he is not at home I will just
forward your letter to him.
He is out on the survey of the Dan. Capt Evans who is the head man of the party
came by here on the 4th and as he needed another man he offered the place to
Travis, and he took it.
He left the plantation in charge of Father when he is here, and when Father is away I
have to boss things.
Just imagine me "running" a plantation.
Liley returned about two weeks ago, she seems to have enjoyed her trip so much. I
think she is so pleasant and charming.
Charlie is twelve years old today. The Clark family are progressing in age certainly.
We were so sorry that you did not come by on your way home. Nannie regretted very
much not seeing you, she wanted to know why you did not stop to see her on your
way up here.
She came up last week while Father was gone and spent a day and a night with me. I
enjoyed her visit very much indeed.
I think that Nannie Nax is just lovely.
I see right much of her. I know that you will agree with what whatever nice I can say
about her.
She and Travis are quite devoted to each other.
Out young neighbor Sharp, who we all thought was so quiet has come out wonderfully. He has proved to be quite a ladies man. His uncle has given him a lovely top buggy and pair of pleasure horses, of course that buggy takes the eyes of all of the girls.
We have not heard or seen anything of the saura town people for two weeks.
Cousin Jim was right much complaining when I last heard anything from over there,
but I suppose he has gotten well as I would have heard if he was still sick.
Please excuse the way in which this letter is written, but I am so tired that I do not
know what to do.
I have not retired any night for the last week until twelve and I have to get up every
morning at four. One night I was up until two and I have ridden horse back every day
since Travis has been gone, so you may well imagine how I feel.
Father is busy trying to set out his sweet potatoes. We had a delightful rain last night.
I expect that you are ahead of Travis in farming.
Give my best love to Uncle William, Aunt Sallie, cousin Eliza, John & Birdie, also to all
inquiring friends.
Hoping that you will excuse this miserable letter.
I am your affectionate cousin Priscilla.
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I have not done extensive research on these families, but here are a few genealogical notes:

The recipient of the letter, Mr. W. B. Sims, was William Bailey Sims, Sr. (1856-1927), son of William
Howson Sims and Sallie Jones Wilson Sims, of Clover, Halifax County, Virginia.
The author of the letter was his cousin, Priscilla Sims Clark (1860-1949) who later married George
Edward Lemmon. Priscilla was the daughter of Rev. John Thomas Clark (1809-1886) and 2nd
wife Mary Anne Wilson. The Rev. Clark was the son of John Clark and Priscilla Sims (hence the
Sims relationship although I am not certain how they are related).
Rev. John T. Clark moved with his family about 1877 to Rockingham County, North Carolina,
when he took charge of the Episcopal church in Leaksville (Church of the Epiphany). His plantation
was about a half mile from the Dan River near Leaksville (present-day Eden). He later took charge
of the Reidsville church as well. He resigned from both churches in1886 when his health declined
and moved to Salisbury, NC to live with his son. He died in Salisbury later that year. It is said that he
is buried at St. Luke’s Episcopal Church, Clover, Virginia.

Some children of William H. Sims:
Elizabeth B. Sims (b.c.1846)
Maria C. Sims (b.c.1849)
John Sims (b.c.1851)
William B. Sims (1856-1927)
I found it interesting that on the 1860 Census in Halifax County, Virginia,
William H. Sims was listed as a Planter with real estate valued at
$57,000 and personal property valued at $128,270, which was a considerable fortune at the time! But by the 1870 Census (after the Civil War)
his wealth had been reduced to $50,000/$5000, which was still very impressive.

Some children of Rev. John T. Clark:
John H. Clark (b.c.1836)
Elizabeth A. Clark (b.c.1838)
Henry E. Clark (b.c.1839)
George W. Clark (b.c.1852)
Rev. William Meade Clark (b.1855)
Edward Travis Clark (1857-1898)
Priscilla Sims Clark (1860-1949)
Charles Clark (b. May 13, 1867)

Also on the 1860 Census in Halifax County, Virginia, Rev. John T. Clark
was listed with real estate valued at $75,000 and personal property valued at $133,300. Not bad for a minster! One source stated that for many
years he was the only P. E. Clergyman (without any pay) in Halifax,
Charlotte, Mecklenburg and Campbell Counties, Virginia.

Some of the other people mentioned in the letter: Capt. Evans, Liley, Charlie (Charles Clark
born 1867), Nannie Nax (possibly Nannie Brodnax), neighbor Sharp and his uncle (believed to
be Clements “Clem” Clarke Sharp (1856-1928 and his uncle Col. Thomas Robinson Sharp),
Cousin Jim, Uncle William, Aunt Sallie, Cousins Eliza, John and Birdie.

Some clippings about Rev. John T. Clark

The Western Sentinel
Winston-Salem, NC
1 Apr 1886

The People’s Press,
Winston-Salem, NC
16 Nov 1876

Daily Charlotte Observer
Charlotte, NC
17 Jan 1877

The Charlotte Observer
Charlotte, NC
28 Oct 1886
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