
Rae, William Hastie Capt 
No. 1 Company  

Transferred to No. 7 Company 
Transferred to No. 6 Company – transport officer 

Transferred to HQ No. 2 District – district transport officer 
Transferred to No. 1 Company 

No. 7 Canadian Forestry District 
No. 1 Canadian Forestry Group 

Canadian Forestry Corps 
 

CFC Officers 10 Sept 1943 Date of rank & birth date 
DOB - 5 Dec 1912 
Lt – 6 Nov 1942 

Capt – 3 Jun 1944 

 

 
The Lethbridge Herald, Lethbridge, 3 June 1944 

 PROMOTED 
--Lethbridge Herald Engraving. 
   Mrs. J.M. Rae of the city has just received word that her son Lieut. W.H. Rae of the Canadian Forestry Corps has 
been promoted to the rank of Captain. The Local soldier has been stationed in Scotland since going overseas three 
years ago. 

 

 

http://freepages.genealogy.rootsweb.ancestry.com/~jmitchell/cfc/CFCOfficers10Sep1943.pdf


 
4 Nov 1940 – date of enlistment – single service number C63208 

 
5 Nov 1940 - recruited in North Bay ON 



 
3 Feb 1941 – promoted to Lance Corporal with pay 

 
No. 6 Coy CFC 8 Oct 1943 – Lt Rae arrived from No. 7 Coy CFC 

 
31 Jan 1944 – transport officer returned to camp from leave 



 
10 Mar 1944 – on trade test board No. 6 Coy 

 
HQ No. 2 District CFC War Diaries - 14 Apr 1944 – TOS from Reinforcement Section to be District Transport 

Officer 



 
1 Jun 1944 – A/Capt with driver proceeded to Blair Atholl drawing QM and workshop stores for No. 2 District 

 
No. 1 Coy CFC War Diaries - 8 Jun 1944 – Capt WH Rae in camp 

 
9 Jun 1944 – going to No. 1 Coy to assume 2I/C of No. 1 Coy CFC 



 
12 Jun 1944 

 
17 Jun 1944 – Military Parade under command of A/Capt WH Rae 

19 Jun 1944 – to district HQ this morning 
20 Jun 1944 – went to Beauly today 

 
24 Jun 1944 – to District HQ in the morning and then to Inverness in the evening 



 
22 Aug 1944 – to Blair Atholl returning Stores 

 
24 Aug 1944 – spending his 48 hours with family in Croy 

 
28 Aug 1944 – went to Aldershot today returning with berets etc 



 
6 Oct 1944 – returned from leave this evening 

 
19 Oct 1944 – went to Colchester to bring back a soldier in hospital there 

 
2 Nov 1944 – left am for an abandoned German ammunition dump – brought items for camp  

 

 
The Maple Leaf – Feb 2, 1945 
http://news.google.com/newspapers?id=RsY6AAAAIBAJ&sjid=SyoMAAAAIBAJ&pg=2293,10571308&dq=canadian+
forestry+corps&hl=en 

http://news.google.com/newspapers?id=RsY6AAAAIBAJ&sjid=SyoMAAAAIBAJ&pg=2293,10571308&dq=canadian+forestry+corps&hl=en
http://news.google.com/newspapers?id=RsY6AAAAIBAJ&sjid=SyoMAAAAIBAJ&pg=2293,10571308&dq=canadian+forestry+corps&hl=en


With Canadian Units 
Fighting Canadian Lumberjacks Clear woods of Germans   
   This is the story of high riggers, loggers, mill wrights and camp cooks, former lumberjacks from Canada’s forests, 
who laid their axes and left donkey engines to take the offensive against German paratroopers and armour in the 
recent fighting in the Ardennes. 
   December 16 found No. 1 Company, Canadian Forestry Corps under command of Major Robert Bonnar, of 
Ottawa, setting up their camp just eight miles east of Bastogne. That night the unit received an alert and all ranks 
stood to. Patrols were sent out and the guard strength. 
   Sunday December 17, the company packed ready to move off following a second alert. But the situation eased 
and work at the camp was resumed. Tuesday, orders were received to move immediately. The company packed 
and then joined the other companies at Givet, only to return to their camp once more and re-install their lighting 
plant and pumps. 
   At 0500 hours December 20, the entire company was turned out once more for a sudden move to the north side 
of St. Hubert. 
An Urgent Message 
   At 1000 hours, an urgent message arrived from a battalion headquarters of American combat engineers, under 
whose command the company came for purposes of defence. The message requested that a company of the 
forestry corps be despatched to the Bastogne-Marche road northeast of St. Humbert. 
   Reporting to the American CO, No. 1 Company found trouble in large quantities. A few hours earlier infiltrating 
German paratroopers and enemy armoured vehicles had attacked US combat engineers positions at a Bailey 
bridge on the road. Could the Canadians clear the German-infested woods and permit the US engineers to move 
their own armoured vehicles down the road towards Bastogne?  
   Major Bonnar held a hurried conference with his officers and they mapped out a plan. 
   Capt. Rae, in charge of the company, and the platoon commanders, Lieuts. Webb, Hudson and Carlisle, returned 
to their men and briefed them on the job ahead. Silently the men “put one up the spout” as they moved to their 
starting line. 
Company Moves Off 
   At 1445 hours, the company moved off. The loggers, mill wrights, high riggers and cooks plodded on into the 
woods. The going was slow for the ground was rough and hilly and each likely defensive spot had to be scanned. 
   One section came upon a small building in a clearing. The men spread out to cover the structure with their fire 
and Pte. J.S. Brooks, Shoal Lake, Man., darted into the open momentarily in an attempt to draw fire. He repeated 
the procedure until assured that the building was not defended, and the section moved on. Meanwhile, Major 
Bonnar, keeping contact with the left flank of the company moved down the main road to Bastogne. 
  Two-and-a-half miles from their starting line the company was ordered to halt. Jerry had pulled out without 
attempting a stand and the American armour went rolling down the road unhindered. Not a shot had been fired. 
No battle had been fought, but the job was done. And a special word of thanks was received directly from the CO 
of the US battalion. 
Wood Clearers 
   Among the men of the company who took part in the clearing of the woods were: Sgt. F.W. Stinson, Ottawa; Sgt. 
E.O. Wates; L/Cpl. H.W. Dorby, Prince Albert; Sgt. D.C. Card, St. Peter, Ont., Pte Loyal McFarlane and his son Pte. 
Ian McFarlane, Manitoulin Island, Ont., Pte. Andy Carr, Arnprior; Sgt. Don Gray, Aylmer, Que., Pte. L Ockewance 
of Hindsorn, Ont., Pte. L. Huntsley, Quesnel, BC., L/Cpl. J. Chartrand, Hull, Que., Pte. F. McKreith, Winnipeg, a 
veteran of the Dieppe raid; Pte. D. Lewis, New Liskard, Ont; Pte J. Prouix, Cariboo, BC., CQMS Henderson, 
Moniwaki, Que., Pte. E. Reader, Bowmanville, Ont; Sgt. Ken Pierce, Ottawa, and Pte. C.A. Helmer, Madawaska, 
Ont.   

      

 


