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Frank Leslie Hotson

Almost sixty-five thousand Canadians died in service to Great Britain during World War I. Frank Leslie
Hotson, only son of John Alexander Hotson and Emma Veitch was among this number. According to his
birth record, Frank was born 10 Dec. 1894 in Leamington, Essex County, Ontario. His military records,
however, indicate the year of birth as 1895.

Birth Certificate, Oxford
Frank, the youngest of six children, grew up in a small home Co., Ont. Dec. 10, 1894
at 85 Chapel St. in Woodstock, Ontario, where his father
was employed as a carriage maker.

As a second confirmation of his birth date, the 1901 Census
of Ontario shows Frank as age 6, and lists 10 Dec., 1894 as
his date of birth.

In the photo below, Frank is most likely about 13 years old.
His eldest sister, Helen, to his left, was married at this time,
but was still living in Woodstock.

It is not known how long Frank continued his schooling; his
sisters Phoebe and Hazel completed 4 years of high school,

although sister Ada left high school after one year.

Family of John and Emma Hotson, ca. 1907
(front: Emma, John, Frank, Helen (Nell); back row:
Ada, Phoebe, Hazel. Not pictured: Lena, living at
that time in an institution at Chatham, On.)




By the time of the 1911 Census, Frank, age 16, had apparently left school, as his occupation is shown as
“driver, grocery.” His birth date is listed in this census as November, 1894, which is probably an
indication that the family did not pay much attention to birthdays, and is probably why Frank gave the
incorrect year of his birth when registering for military service.

As a Dominion of Great Britain, and unlike the United States, Canada was involved in World War | from
its inception in 1914. Perhaps Frank was considered too young to enlist with the first battalions
assembled from western Ontario, or perhaps as an only son, he was not encouraged, by his family, or by
the government, to sign up. But the first two years of the war were more costly in terms of fatalities
than anticipated, and it became clear that the struggle would be a long, protracted one. The Canadian
Expeditionary Force, as the Canadian Army was called, was maintained with volunteers until the Military
Service Act of August 1917 introduced conscription, so perhaps Frank enlisted in 1916 knowing that he
would soon be drafted.

Frank signed his Attestation Paper for the Canadian Expeditionary Forces on January 29, 1916, indicating
his willingness to serve. He passed a medical exam on February 5, and his enlistment paper was signed
by the 168™ Battalion commanding officer, Lt. Colonel W. K. McMullen.
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Itis likely that Frank wrote home at least occasionally while stationed overseas, but no correspondence
has survived. His sister, Phoebe, was in possession of a cache of family letters at the time of her death,
but no letters from Frank were included. Would a grieving mother have destroyed letters after his

death? Perhaps. For this reason, it is necessary to look to historical accounts to attempt to account for

Frank’s experience in the war. — : ——
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the Allies, since French troops had

been diverted months earlier to counter the German offensive at Verdun. The French military was
severely demoralized by their huge losses, and mutiny among the French troops became widespread.
This fact was not publicly acknowledged until 1967, with publication of a book by Guy Pedroncini, which
was made possible by the opening of military archives 50 years after the event, in conformity with
French War Ministry procedure.’

It is not known exactly which battles Frank’s battalion participated in after their arrival in France in 1917,
but the Canadian 1** Division joined the British forces which were attempting to hold the Germans
behind the line in the map above. The Canadians participated in the Battle of Vimy Ridge, April 9 —14;
the Battle of Arleux, April 28-29, Third Battle of the Scarpe, May 3-4, and the Second Battle of
Passchendaele, Oct. 26 — November 10. A note on Ancestry.com states, “ the Canadian Expeditionary
Force...was so respected and had such combat efficiency that the Germans nicknamed them
Stormtroopers.”

1918, the 1*' Canadian was involved the campaign known as the Hundred Days Offensive, which finally
pushed the Germans out of France, and resulted in the Armistice which was signed “ the eleventh hour
of the eleventh day of the eleventh month “ of 1918.

Frank Leslie Hotson’s last battle came on Aug. 30, 1918. The Battle of the Scarpe took place between

August 26" and 30™. An account of the battle from Wikipedia mentions heavy rains during the night of
Aug. 26-27, which resulted in slippery ground and difficulty in assembling troops. On Aug. 30, according
to the same account, “soldiers from the Canadian Corps cleared portions of the Fresnes-Rouvray trench
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system, including Upton Wood. After holding all day under heavy fire, they drove off a German
counterattack, capturing 50 prisoners and five machine guns in the process.”

Sadly, over 200 Canadians died at Upton Wood (a name given to the area by the British), near the town
of Hendicourt-les-Caignicourt, Pas de Calais, France. The Upton Wood Cemetery was made immediately
afterwards. The cemetery is surrounded by a low brick wall, and includes a monument to the
unidentified soldiers buried there. In July, 1921, Frank’s mother Emma and sisters Phoebe and Ada
traveled to France to visit Frank’s burial site.

Photos of Battle
of the Scarpe,
August 1918




Below are photos taken of the cemetery by Sandra Ritchie. lan Ritchie, whose great-grandfather was a
half brother of Frank’s father, can be seen in the photo at left with his hand on Frank’s gravestone.

In Memory of
Private

Frank Leslie Hotson
675401, "A" Coy. 1st Bn., Canadian Infantry who died on 30 August 1918 Age 23
Cnly son of John A. and Emma Hotson, of Woodstock, Ontario.

Remembered with Honour
Upton Wood Cemetery, Hendecourt-Les-Cagnicourt

Commemorated in perpetuity by
the Commonwealth War Graves Commission




