"To the Honorable Judge of the Garrard Circuit Court in Chancery sitting-

Your Oratix, Margaret Kennedy would present to your honor that about thirty five years since she was lawfully married to a certain David Kennedy with whom since she has lived until within about two years passed performing faithfully all the duties which evolve upon her as a wife, that they have raised a large family of children.  She states that more than a year since her said husband left her and her family in a helpless condition, unprovided for and still continues to live apart from her.  She states that he left with not any cause or provocation on her part, and that he entirely fails and refuses to make any provision for the support of herself and family.  She states that she has a little separate estate given to her by her deceased brother John Faulkner and her father Thomas Faulkner, out of which by economy she is able to make a support, the proceeds of which property he is in the constant habit of wrestling from her and applying to his own use without contributing any labor to make it or assisting her in supporting her helpless family and has left her in and abandoned her for more than a year - under those circumstances, she is constrained to appeal to the chancellor for relief.  She makes David Kennedy a defendant and prays procedure and to compel answer and upon hearing she prays a decree divorcing her from him said husband and that she may have all rights of an unmarried woman and as protected in judgement of her property and her purse for life".








Margaret Kennedy

The disposition of Mary Dollins taken at the office of G.W. Dunleaf in Lancaster on the third day of November 1846 to be used as evidence on the part of the complainant in a suit in chancery now pending in the Garrard Circuit Court in which Margaret Kennedy is complainant and David Kennedy is defendant.  

The deponent being of lawful age and first duly sworn says:

"She is well acquainted with the complainant and defendant and has been for many years and has been much about their house.  In the latter part of May or first of June 1845 the defendant, David Kennedy left the house and abandoned the complainant Margaret and never has been with her since.  Before he left he was of little assistance to her in supporting and maintaining the family.  He complains and contributes nothing to their support since.  The complainant has always been a kind, affectionate and dutiful wife"-further saith not-








Mary Dollins

Also the deposition of Margaret Kennedy, taken at the same time and place and for the same purpose who being sworn says:

She has heard the deposition of Mary Dollins and concurs in the statements therein and adopts it as her own apposition.  The defendant left the complainant in May or June 1845 and has never lived with her as his wife since.  He is of no use or benefit in providing for the family and was not before his abandonment of the said Margaret.  Complainant is a prudent discrete woman and has always been a faithful, kind and dutiful wife.








Margaret Kennedy, Jr

Margaret Kennedy

Vs.

David Kennedy

This court convenes for hearing upon the bill depositions and evidence and it appearing to the satisfaction of the court that proper summons of the defendant prior to the current term of this Garrard Circuit Court & he having failed to answer and have proof.  It appearing that the complainant is entitled to the relief sought it is therefore ordered and directed that the marriage contract heretofore entered into between the complainant & defendant here and the same is hereby dissolved and the complainant is hereby restored to all the rights and immunity of a single woman and that the defendant pay to the complainant her costs here expended for which she may have.
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