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By Kindness of Carrie E. Barber, Westerly, R. L.

Chapter DXIV. of the house of Thomas E. Saunders.
From Westerly and its Witnesses. The land once belonged to the Lewis
The Lewis Ground isa large an-|family, and afterwards to Amold
fenced spot, in the southeast corner of | Kenyon. It is said that seven genera-
a field now owned by George D. Cross, |tions of the Lewises, beginning with
Esq., on the east side of the highway |John (1) Lewis, are here buried; but
leading to Lottery Village, just below |their tombstones are unlettered(v p 38
the village of Westerly, and in front| Vol. XIII).

This Spot Sacred to all of this Line should be immediately marked for all time by a
massive boulder of Westerlv Granite inscribed

IiN MEMORIAM
LEWIS
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From "Westerly and It's Witnesses", by Rev. Denison

GRAVE-YARDS AND GRAVES.

tains the remains of blacks. Here
are the remains of Bristoe Congdon
and his children.

INDIAN GRrOUND (10).

On the southwestern slope of the
knoll, near the residence of Oliver
D. Wells, Esq., in the village of West-
erly, where now Mr. Wells has a
fine grapery and summer-house, was
anciently an Indian burying-place.
In digging for the conservatory, In-
dian bones were brought to view.

INpIAN GrouUxp (11).

A small cluster of mounds, now
almost obliterated, is found about a
mile below Westerly, near the river,
on the west side of a pond, upon the
land of Peleg Barber. Tradition as-
cribes these graves to the red men.

Is this the path of human fame —
To toil, and die, and leave no name ?

KNOWLES GROUND.

This lies in the village of Dorrville,
a few rods north of the residence of
Amos C. Weeden, Esq., on the west
side of the street, in the corner of a

meadow, inclosed by a wall. Here
we read, — .
Joseph M. Knowles, born May 11,

1774, died Jan. 1, 1848.

Dorcas (wife of Joseph M. Knowles),
died Sept. 12, 1861, age 83.

Anna (daughter of Joseph M. and
Dorcas Knowles), d. May 4, 1861, age 53.

Sarah Mumford, born May 5, 1753,
died April 27, 1835.

Several graves have no inscriptions.

LANPHEAR GRoOUND (1).

This little burial-place lies about
one hundred rods north of River
Bend Cemetery, uninclosed, in a
meadow. Only one grave appears.

LAXPEEAR GROUND (2).

West of the Boom Bridge road,
about forty rods north of the resi-
dence of Thomas Salt, and on lands
of Truman Lanphear, is a yard in-
closed with a picket fence, which

contains a score or more of graves.
We read, —

Joseph Crandall, died Feb. 6, 1837, age
64 ys., 9 mo.

287

Nancy (wife of Joseph Crandall), died
Sept. 26, 1860, age 85 ys., 10 mo., 14 ds.

Sophy A. (wife of Perry Lanphear),
died Jan. 28, 1852, age 26 ys., 5 mo.

LAXPHEAR GROUXND (2).

This is located on the pasture land
of Hon. N. F. Dixon, on the south-
west slope of Cormorant Hill, about
midway between the residence of
Rev. A. B. Burdick and Lanphear
Hollow., and within view from the
Potter Hill road. Here we read, —

Capt. Clark Lanphear, died Feb. 11,
1865, age 77 ys., 5 mo., 15 ds.

Wealthy (wife of Capt. Clark l.an-
phear), died Nov. 24, 1822, age 30.

Keturah (wife of Capt. Clark Lan-
phear), died Sept. 1, 1856, age 59 ys., 11
mo., 22 ds.

Capt. David Lanphear, died Sept. 21,
1861, age 35.

Thomas M. Lanphear, died April 13,
1866, age 49 ys., 9 mo., 16 ds. ’

Child of Capt. Clark and Wealthy
Lanphear.

—— Wealthy, died Jan., 1839, age 85.

Here are about forty uninclosed
and uninscribed graves; some of them
are very ancient, and contain the
ashes of once conspicuous citizens.

- LARKIN GROUXND.

In the northern portion of the
town, west of Dorrville, north of the
railroad, on the farm of Hon. N. F.
Dixon (formerly the Larkin farm),
about fifty rods north of the farm-
house, inclosed by a rail fence, in a
meadow, are about fifteen unin-
scribed graves. Here rest membersg,
of the Larkin family.

LEwis GROUND (1).

This is a large unfenced spot, in
the southeast corner of a field now
owned by George D. Cross, Esq., on
the east side of the highway leading
to Lottery Village, just below the
village of Westerly, and in front of
the house of Thomas E. Saunders.
The land once belonged Lo the Lewis
family, and afterwards to Arnold
Kenyon. It is said that seven gen-
erations of the Lewises, beginning
with John Lewis, are here buried;
but their tombstones are unlettered.

John Lewis was one of the first
settlers in the town.

continued next page
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288 WESTERLY AND ITS WITNESSES.

Here rests the body of George Ken-
yon, born Sept. 28, 1714, died about
1796; also the remains of his wife,
Anna (Lewis) Kenyon, born Nov. 27,
1716, died in her 90th year. Here,
too, were buried Mary Lewis, wife of
Joseph Lewis, born in 1688, died
Nov. 27, 1762.

Joseph Barber, quite aged, died
near 1835. Samuel Brown, and his
wife, Amy Brown, both aged, and
both died near 1840. Also, David
Brown, buried near 1810, with great
Masonic ceremonies. From inscribed
slabs we copy, —

Arnold Kenyon, died Nov. 20, 1834,
age 77. .

Sally (wife of Arnold XKenyon), died
June 15, 1832, aged 70.

William C. son of Arnold and Sally
Kenyon), died April 2, 1852, aged 25.

Elnathan C. Brown, died Jan. 27, 1829,
age 32.

Lewis GROUND (2).

On the crest of a gravel hill,
south of the house of Pardon Lewis,
is the burying-ground of this name.
The location is a pleasant one, but
the ground has been neglected. No
fence incloses it, and no head-stones
mark the spot where repose some of

* the progenitors of this family. It
contains perhaps a dozen graves.

NOYEs GROUXND.

This is located on the old Noyes
farm, on a high knoll, a number of
rods north of the shore road, in a
pasture, and is well inclosed by a
wall. Here we may read, —

Col. Joseph Noyes, died March 13,
1802, age 75.

Barbara (relict of Col, Juseph Noyes),
died Sept 7, 1814, age 80.

Col. Thomas Noyes, died Sept, 19, 1819,
age 65. ¢ An officer in the Revolution-
ary army, and 21 years in the General
Assembly.”

Mrs. Lydia Noyes (wife of Col. Thomas
Noyes), died Nov. 15, 1798, aged 39.

Sanford Noyes, died Ang. 8, 1843, age
82. ¢ A soldier of the Revolution.”’

Martha (wife of Sanford Noyes), died
Sept. 5, 1860, aged T79.

Doct. James Noyes, died Nov. 6, 1856,
in his 89th year.

Elizabeth Noyes, died Sept. 13, 1845,
age 75.

We omit the names of children.
Some graves are without inscrip-
tions. :

NYE GROUND.

This lies some ten rods west of the
cross road, between the post-road
and Dorrviile, near where the pound
road begins, a few rods northeast
from the residence of Mr. Samuel
Russell Nye, in the corner of an
orchard, well cared for, though not
inclosed. Here we read, —

Sarah (wife of Samuel Nye, and dau.
of Joseph and Lydia Saunders), died
Oct. 18, 1857, age 79.

Frances (dau. of Samuel and Saral
Nye). died April 4, 1865, in her 59th year.

Eliza (wife of Samuel R. Nye, and
dau. of Maxson and Mary Chase), died
July 25, 1853, age 44.

Samuel R. M. (son of Samuel R. and
Eliza Nye:, died Oct. 3, 1860, age 22.

PARK GROUND.

This is on the north side of the
post-road, by the side of the high-
way, a few rods east of the residence
of Christopher Rathbun, near where
the shore road enters the post-road.
Here we read, —

The Rev. Joseph Park, died March 1,
1777, iv his 72d year, and 45th year of his
ministry.

Abigail (the wife of the Rev. Joseph
Park), died Oct. 19, 1772, in hLer (Sth
year.

Sanford Gavit, died April 27, 1833,
age 73.

Sanford Gavitt, died Aug. 3, 1852, in
his 50th year.

I am told that here lie the remains
of Edwin D. Gavitt, of the Fourth
Rhode Island Regiment, who was
wounded at Newburn, N. C., and
died in a hospital in New York.

Near a dozen graves are without
inscribed stones.

PECKHEAM GROUND (1).

This is found in the northeastern
part of the town, on the farm of
Samuel Peckham, Esq., about thirty
rods east of the farm-house, on a
knoll, inclosed by a fence, in a pas-
ture. Though without Ilettered
stones, here lie Daniel B. Peckham,
and his wife, Olive Peckham, and
their children.

PECEKHAM GROUND (2).

This lies in the northeastern por-
tion of the town, on the road leading
into Charlestown, on the east side of
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Westerly Sun circa 1905
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Westerly Sun circa 1925

p:!.ntod. 1n last evenlnz's Sun con-
§ cerning mee unen;t.mng of a number
af skeletons, by workmen excavating
for a tennia court on Moore road, off
Beach street the following data con-
camins the .old burying ground that

 tormerly existed at the spot has been
submitted b a readery who signs the
commtinlca.tlon “B.” The letter fol-
lowa: -

! In last’ evening's edition of The Suc
'mention is made of the digging up of
bodies on the DBoore land In making
¥ the foundations for a new tencls court
3. and the question arose of whom they
i may be. Thls is easily solved.

;f This is generally known as the
bk Lewls Borying ground. John Lewis,
tone of the first settlers of Westerly
and - & number of .descerdants, are
[ uried here. ' Jn one of the Early Land
¥ mvidonces of Westerly may be found
Jffthe followmg: “That a reserve of sald
£ burying ground was made for the
{Lewis family. forever.”

. This John Lewis came from Wales,
} England,- about 1640, and settled on

"‘-nnd what s now Westerly.

; ’I‘h’e first trace of him was in March
2, 1661, when his name was signed to
an article in regard to Misquamicutr.
} (Westerly.) X

In “October, 1668, he was admitted
. freeman and in May 18, 1669, his
name appears mong the List of inhab-
{tarts, and September 17, 1889, he took
the oath of allegiance. .. He under-
4 stood the Indian dialact wen and was
able. to copverse im the same. He
4 probably " died about :1650. He left a
Mt etamily of eight children.

. Hig remains were burled on his
homestead farm, said burying ground
Blis on the east slde of Beach street
opposite Greenma.u averue, This Jand
Was owned by the Lewises, then the

Y¥the southern border of Rhode Island |

Kenyons and Cmqeu n.nd Chatles Pa
ry ‘and the present ownersa. .0

It is- said that seven generatl
shere buried, all descenda.r;bs oz
John Tewis.

All or nearly all of r.ha Lewlsas i
the townas of Westarly, - Hopkintors
Richmond and Exeter descended frmn
this John Lewis. It Ig only a fe
vears ago that the stones werae
moved, (most of them unlettered) and,
the graves leveled off. Nearly sixty
‘bodies were buried theare. L 1 A T

Ir Westerly and Its Witnesses mny
be found the followlng: \

Lewis Ground (1) R

“ppis Is 2 large unfenced spot !l'r.

the southeast cormer of a fleld now} .

owned by George D. Cross, Esq., on the§ "
east side of the highway leading tog.
Lottery village just below the village
of Westerly and in front of the house
of Thomas. E. Saunders. The 1 p
once belonged to the Lewis family s
afterwards to Arnold Kenyon.

“It i{s said that seven xenera.tlonl
of the Lewlses, beginning' with' John
Lewis, are here buried, but their tomh
stones are unlettered. R

“Johr Lewis was one ‘of the firs ;
gettlers In Westerly., Here resta thels .
body of George Kenyon born Sept. 28,
1714 and dled about 1796, also. the ra«
mains of hie wife Anna (Lewis) Ken--|"
von born Nov. 27, 1716, and dled inm}
her 90th year. Here, too, were burledf
Mary Lewis wife of Joseph Lewls, |
born In 1688 ard dled November 27,
1762 Joseph Barber, quite aged, died
near 1835. Samuel Brown and hls wife
Amy Brown, both aged. both die
near 1840. Alsns David Brown huried
near 1810, with great Masonic -cereaf
monles. From inscribed slabs- are.
Arnold Kenyon died Nov. 20, 1834, ag
77 vyears, - Sally - (wife of A‘.r:ol&
Kenyon) died June 15, 1832, aged 10:f
Elnathan C. Brown died Ja.n. oy 187&‘
aged 32." A

ndil




lewns Graves Unmqued -.

Bardep, €lark, pertaining t
Lewis Barial Ground was in-
‘teresting and appreciated. "

1 am a 10th generation
decendento“ohnbms While
t- mgmenrcha!thewmeﬂy

mcwmm
o " Westerly, Rhode Isind, 02891

. | Published by The Utter Company.. 56 Main

1R St Westerdy, R.1, 02891, every evening

umsamy;wnamwum"o
dat ond S

states — South
Mwm&mnm«
Co-Publishers’ v
Tﬂ(ﬂl)ﬂ-ml
SR ofthe
¢ Aud'tt dﬁnhﬂm
Subserigtion Rates:
. mmshwm
l, r AT wmnm
- 1. Tanmcﬁnﬂmu .
The Associated Press is entiffed exclusivefy
mmhmchlmddlnnhcdm

e

ab oLl

10

'?thetemhledaemtlonof[;be

(THE 3 SUN|
* | appropriated, by Congress,-for

" people’ who were the first,

o .and asphalt that now cq
‘ their

 burial_ground, or at'Jeast'a "

i Rhode Island _ Higjorical £
' Socxehe;
‘ . nsomammis

wmtdmtfumuulndl»‘ -

Pl 1)

e

fﬁ, :w‘

'J»l .

A

Pubthhrary lnlso tead about

Lewis-: Burial . Groupd. ~.ap- -
with the !mowledge of -4
Westerly. Town’ officlals;  This .
burial ground ‘was’a: grant, iny i
perpetuity, for ‘Lewjs.: family _
burials. I don’t understand how.
anybody had t.be xegal ‘right to
destroy " vt
Last year. the Uilited States c}i-'
America celebrated its- 200th
birthday. Much money was;J

this celebration. It would Have :
been greatly appreciated if the ]
Town of Westerly had used’ somg.

of this money to honor - those"*f

colonial settlers of Westerly;"

such as freeing those brave men: |

and women from the1concrete
1

graves. 2
I think that rstmahon"uf this

plaqm to identify.its” former *
existence, could be an melleng
project for the Westérly: qr

_ SMS@ USAR (Ret:)"
Oakdale, Conn._ o ,__', u



1030 Route 163
Oakdale,.CT 06370

September 6, 1977

Dept of Social § Rehabititative Sevices

Veterans Affairs
Attention: Mr. Connally
46 Aborn Street
Providence, RI 02903

Dean Sin:

T am watttngbtn the hope zthat you can assist some

- descendents of John Lewis &n nestoxing his bunial place.

~ John Lewis nesided in Westerly, Rhode TsLand between
1630 and 1690. He was one of the orniginal settlens of ,
Westerly, RI. TIn October 1668 he was admitted as a freeman *
and on September 17, 1669 he took the oath of allegiance.

~ fle probably died about 1690, in Westenly, His remains were .

buried on his homestead farm, which was on the west side of i
Beach Sireet, opposite Greenman Avenue, in Westerly., This = |
reserve of burial ground was "made for the Lewis Famity o
forever.” and proof of it can be found in the early Land
evidences of Westenly, RI, -

The book, Westenly and Its Witnesses states that The
burial ground was a Large unfenced spot in the southeast
corner of a field now owned by George V. Cross, Esq. This
poaperty 4is now owned by the George C. Moore Co. of Westerly,
RI.

The following 4is neconded in the Westenly Land Evidence,
vol 1, p. 89. "Vandalism of a sont has apparently desecrated
this old cemetary, however, for in 1936, on what is now

Moore Road, on the right-hand side as one enters from Beach

Sireet, excavations had been made for a tennis count, and

4t Rooked as if the stones had been nemoved, and the whofe

graveyard, along with othen Land about it,” had been §illed
in and smoothed over." Othen wnitten accounts of this
desecration are more explicit whexeby human bones wene

-unearthed. . .

Mrs. Ruth (Lewls] Auwater: of Trby, TLeinois has written

ia.the Moore Co about plaeing a plague on this sife, byt they

wene not receptive, " Mrs, Nina Claxk of Westerty has had a
“‘number of articles in the Westerly Sun about this grave yard

“and T have also written to the editor (see enclosed copy).

We have not obiained any nesults,

We woﬁzd be Qeny &ppﬁeciqtivevoﬁ any help that you could

 §¢ay£d¢ us.

1 ahfa 10tk genenation decendent of John Lewis.

Sincenely,

Themas A. Lewds
SMSgt, USAF Retinred
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CAPT. CARD HOUSE — Probably Westerly’s oldest house,

was built between 1690 and 1710. The main house has been
added to; so that today the chimney comes out of the center of
the roof. It is located on Margin Street.

The Lewises

July 20, 1976

I have a picture of the old
Lewis house on Margin St., said
to have been built in the 1690s
and I am sending you a copy. .
The picture of the old house was
taken more than 70 years-ago-at--
my grandmother’s request,
because her parents lived in the
house and she was married
there. My grandmother was
Anna Lewis and she married
William Denison Hall in Dec.
1858.

The picture was taken before
the addition was built on and is
now owned by Mr. Harvey
Perry. The house was called the
Capt. Card house and my father
told me the captain had the

of Wesferly

of

unusual given name
Madrelerons.

While I am writing about the
Lewis family, I would hope that
an historical marker could be

placed on the site of the ancient

‘Lewis--and ~Kenyon -burying

ground, which was situated on
the Moore property on Beach St.

John Lewis 1st was given a
large grant of land, extending
from East Ave. to the
Pawcatuck River and he is said
to be buried there. This was
quite a large ground and there
were many unlettered stones but
there were large gravestones

v, inscribed with the names of

those buried there.

My great-grandparents,
Nathan W. and Mercie Hall
Lewis had a daughter, Lucy
Ann, buried there, and I have
been there many times with my
grandmother.

It would seem in this Bicen-
tennial Year that the memory of
our earliest settlers should be
honored.

Nina Barber Clark
Westerly, R.I. . -

(There are 21 burying grounds
in Westerly designated as

_Historical Cemeteries by the

R.I. Graves . Registration
Committee. The Lewis and
Kenyon Burying Ground is-not
one of them. However, on Pages
287-288 of ‘‘Westerly and Its
Witnesses, 1626-1876’ by Rev.
Frederic Denison, written in
1878, there is: ‘‘Lewis Ground
(1), This is a large unfenced
spot, in the southeast corner of a
field now owned by George D.
Cross, Esq., on the east side of
the highway leading to Lottery

, Village, just below the village of

Westerly, and in front of the
house of Thomas E. Saunders.
The land once belonged to the
Lewis family, and afterwards to
Arnold Kenyon. It is said that
seven generations of the
Lewises, beginning with John
Lewis, are here buried; but their
tombstones are unlettered. John
Lewis was one of the first set-
tlers in the town . . .”” Just where
this plot is, in relation to
present day streets and
buildings, I do not know. —
Editor.)
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said burying ground was made
for the Lewis family forever’.”
John Lewis came to Newport
from Wales about 1640 and

John Lewis, an Early Settler

July 29, 1976

As another descendant of John
Lewis, I would like to comment
further on the Lewis Burial
Ground.

While doing research at the
Westerly Public Library, I found
a yellowed newspaper clipping
in the back of A.J. Langworthy’s
‘“Lewis Family”, (a typewritten
manuscript with no date), from
which I quote:

“In last evening's edition of
The Sun, mention is made of the

digging up of bodies on the
Moore land in making the
foundations for a new tennis
court and the question arose of
whom they may be. This is
easily solved.

“This is generally known as
the Lewis Burying Ground. John
Lewis, one of the first settlers of
Westerly and a number of
descendants, are buried here. In
one of the Early Land Evidences
of Westerly may be found the
following: ‘That a reserve of

_subsequently helped to settle the

Town of Westerly. I think it is of
prime importance that a
suitable marker be erected to his
memory.

Mr. James Lewis Carroll,
another descendant who visited
from Honolulu earlier this
month, was very successful in
his search for family history in
this area. However, had he not:
previously contacted family
members through his letter to
The Sun in June, he no doubt
would have returned to Hawaii
still unaware of the whereabouts
of John Lewis.

Marjorie W. Anderson
North Stonington, Ct.
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‘ Feb. 21, 1977
T note that even in the last’
. century The Westerly Sun:was
- quoted in Lewisiana, the. Lewis
.-Family Newsletter, warning
that something ‘should be :done
‘about -the preservation - of « the,,
‘Lewis Burying Grounds:*’

T undepstand; s butt1*have:not. . now working o1 resery
of the cémetery? ‘I know that -

seen @ copy, that'you-have:had
., letters:and articles on that topic
recently. Could you remark
. editorially on the state of the
Lewis Burying Grounds now?

And do you have a particular .

recommendation at this. time?
-+ T ama 'Lewis, descended from

Lewis Burying Ground

ca.. 1734, ‘Who, fought . in the.
American Revolution at Boston.’
Waitstill Lewis was probably a
decendant “of John,"and Wait-:
.still’s father, Joseph .(?) may
‘have been.‘buried in ‘the ‘old
(Burying Grounds. | .. ...
"Is. there anyone in ‘Westerly.

now working on the preservation:

Walter Lewis of Oakdale, Ct.,
and Nina Barber Clark of
Westerly, are “interested and:
concerned. e

Ruth C. (Lewis) Auwarter
‘208 East Center St. = - ¢ '~
“Troy, IIl. 62204 . .. '~

_“(Copies of: this mquxry ‘have

| Waitstill Lewis, born in Westerly

“been mailed to. both Mr' Lewis

.. -and Mrs, Clark — Editor)

Lewis Graves Unmarked

July 25, 1977
. The letter in the July 22, 1977
.issue of The Sun, from Nina
Barber Clark, pertaining to the
Lewis Burial Ground was in-
teresting and appreciated.
‘I am a 10th generation
decendent of John Lewis. While
Joing research at the Westerly

Public Library, I also read about
the terrible ‘desecration of the
Lewis ' Burial Ground — ap-!
-parently with the knowledge of
Westerly Town officials. This,
burial ground was a grant, in,
perpetuity, for Lewis family |
burials. I don’t understand how"
anybody had the legal right to;
(destroy it. i ’
' . Last year, the United States of
‘America celebrated its 200th
'birthday. Much money was’
appropriated, by Congress, for’
.this celebration. It 'would have -
been greatly appreciated if the
Town of Westerly had used some
‘of this money to honor those’
‘people who were the first
colonial settlers of Westerly;
such as freeing those brave men
and women. from -the concrete :
‘and- asphalt that now covers
‘their. graves. R
I'think that restoration of this
burial ground, or at least a
pquue to identify . its former
existence, could be an excellent
project for the Westerly  or
Rhode Island Historical
Societies. ]
Thomas A. Lewis
‘ SMSgt, USAF (Ret.)
Oakdale, Conn,

‘Westerly Settlers
) July 20, 1977

Recently I had a pleasant visit *

with Mrs. Ruth Attwater of
Troy, Iil., who is interested in
‘the location of the old Lewis
burying ground. This ground
was on Beach St., nearly op-
posite Greenman Ave. on  the
east side of Beach St. on a’side

hill, where Moore Road houses
- and the tennis court are located. |

- John Lewis came to Westerly in
' 1661°and was given a large grant
of land, and this ground is on a
| portion ‘of that land. It is on

record in the Town Hall that this

‘land was set aside for that

- purpose.
. The first Moore house was

built in 1915, and some time later
.. it was reported that workmen
~ bulldozing for the tennis court
! unearthed human bones.

In Westerly and Its Witnesses °

by Denison, he reported that it
~was believed that John Lewis
was buried there, and seven

generations of the Lewis family. '

; He also records a large number
“of .inscribed grave stones in-
" cluding one of David Brown, who
was buried with great Masonic
ceremonies and Elnation Brown
whose portrait hangs in the
Babcock-Smith  House on
Granite St.
In Lewisania, a history of the
' Lewis family by Merton Lewis,
there is a picture of inscribed
 stones in the old burying ground
50 this is all proof that this is a
historic - .spot and. should be
recognized. I also am a Lewis
descendant as my grandmother

|

'was Anna Lewis, and she had a-

 sister who was buried there so I
. am especially interested. I
" visited there with my ’grand-
mother in my early years and

can remember about this.
I understand that recently a

request was made to have a -

marker or plague placed there to
honor our early Westerly set-
tlers, but in a letter from a Mr.
Davis — speaking for the Moore
.+ firm — the request was refused.

Westerly, R.I.

Nina Barber Clark

i

L
»

Honor to Early -~

N



GEORGE C. MOORE CO.

Westerly, Rhode Island 02891 Telephone 401-596-2816

W

June 13, 1977

Mrs. E. A. Anderson, Jr.
Sleepy Hollow Road

North Stonington, CT 06359

Dear Mrs. Anderson:

Mr. Thomas Moore has discussed your letter of June 7 with me and
asked that I answer you. Although we appreciate your desire to

identif{ the site of the Lewis Burial Ground, it would be verg
difficult to chose an appropriate location on property owned by

the George C. Moore Company in Westerly, Rhode Island. Perhaps
you are not aware that the mill site as well as adjacent land

A% occupied by several dwellings is owned by the company. We must
always consider possible future utilization and it is conceivable

the arrangement you propose would complicate development.

This has been a hard decision for us to make but we feel there is
no other choice but to decline our approval of a marker. We hope
you appreciate our position and will not bear any animosity because

of 1t. '
Very truly yours,
GEORGE C. MOORE COMPANY
Aﬂ/ (% s
Edward E. Davis,
Corporation Secretary
EED:CRD



48 Urso Drive
Westerly, R.I. 02891

March 13, 1981

Subject: John Lewis Burial Ground No. 1

Ref : My Letter/Nov. 7, 1980

Ed Davis/Letter June 13, 1977
Mrs. E.A. Anderson, Jr. Letter/March 1, 1976

Dear Tom:

Regarding our verbal discussion at your office on or about
January 2, 1981. I hope we can accommodate Mrs, Anderson
regarding the placement of a suitable marker at the above

burial site on Moore's Road.

Mr. Edwin Connelly, Director of R.1. Historical Cemeteries,
has forwarded his registration document regarding Westerly
Historical Cemetery No. 50 to the local Town Hall. I have

attached a copy for your review,

R.Il. law provides for the legal

registration of historical burial sites.

I would be most bappy to assist you or Mr, Ed Davis in
arranging the placement of R,I. Historical Marker Ne. 50 along
with a suitable memorial provided by the Lewis family.

Please advise.

Attach: (2)

/ cc: Mrs. E.A. Anderson, Jr.
89 Sleepy Hollow Rd.
N. Stonington, CT 06359
Tel. 1-203-599-1424

Ed Connelly

Sincerely,

e
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By Ashley St. Pierre
The Press

WESTERLY - Peter
David Lewis never
thought about his her-
itage too hard until mid-
dle age, when members of
his family began to pass
away. Now it’s an integral
part of who he is and
what he fights for.

Lewis, 53, is a descen-
dant of John Lewis, one
of Westerly’s founders.
He lives in Stratford,
Conn. where he works as
.a graphic designer and
has been trying to get a
long-forgotten family
burial ground preserved.

John Lewis came to the
New World from Wales,
circa 1640 or 1650, and

rorgotten cemetery

holds remains of one of town’s founders

died in 1690 (leaving a
“great many sons”).

In 1661 Lewis and a
group of men came to buy
land from Chief Sosoa, an
Indian captain of the
Narragansett Tribe. It
was described as
the Misquamicut
Purchase, from
the Pawcatuck

Westerly.
That was 10 genera-
tions back from himself,
River to

spatiight

was later broken up in to
different towns including
Charlestown and

Lewis said, adding that
the Lewises spenfséa good
four generations in

A 1939 aerial survey photo of Westerly, with Lewis family burial grounds marked by arrow.

Rhode Island” before
moving to New York
State, but not before leav-
ing a number of family
members buried in Rhode
Island soil.

And many of those
members, Lewis said,
including the first John
Lewis, were buried in the
soil of the family farm, _

The Lewis Farm

Photo courtesy of Peter David Lewis

R .. il
Photos courtesy of Peter David Lewis

Peter David Lewis is a tenth generation descendent of Westerly founder John Lewis.

stretched all the way
from the Pawcatuck
River to where the Moore
Company is now. And the
small patch of land where
his ancestors are buried
is the area Lewis is try-
ing to have protected.

The cemetery, after
many of its headstones
and grave markers were
lost, was torn up, making
room for Moore Road,
houses for the Moore
family and later tennis
courts.

The land was well
known as a graveyard
into the late 1800s, Lewis
said, adding that there
are photographs of the
land with headstones still
intact and the inscrip-
tions on the stones
recorded in the 1878 book
“Westerly and its
Witnesses.” .

The cemetery was for-
gotten until about 1970.
The Moore Company
wanted to make more
parking space, and
planned a parking lot
where the tennis courts

_were. The courts were

turned up but the paving
never happened due to an

See Cemetery, Page 2
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outery through letters from
residents.

Lewis said that 100 years
ago there was much less
public interest in preserva-
tion, nothing like the cur-
rent National Register of
Historic Places and local
historical societies, and
laws preserving cemeteries
had not yet been enacted.

Harvey C. Perry II, who
said he is involved in the
story “peripherally,” lives at
the site of first Lewis family
house, The Lewis-Card-
Perry House, at 12 Margin
St.

Perry is the president of
" the Westerly Land Trust
and senior vice president
and president of the Office
of Nonprofit Resources for
the Washington Trust
Company.

Perry said that members

of Lewis family have been in
contact with him over the
years, and he heard of the
family cemetery from them
years ago. When Perry had
his house placed on the
National  Register  of
Historic Places last year, he
received calls from family
descendants and more infor-
mation about the cemetery,
including aerial maps and
charts from Peter David
Lewis.

From what he was told,
the cemetery was aban-
doned and not taken care of,
and probably had unmarked
graves and flat fieldstones,
which are easy to ignore.

“The company could be a
bit embarrassed,” he said,
adding that some family
members just want the
Moore Company to place a
sign on the site.

“I don’t really have a dog
in this fight,” he said, and

only knows what he has
heard from the Lewis fami-
ly. But if the cemetery is
where the Lewis family
claims it is, Perry said,
there are Rhode Island
statutes to protect historical
cemeteries, and he said it
depends on how hard the
family wants to push the

envelope.
“As one of John Lewis’
descendants, if we had

never known where he was
buried we would say ‘well,
it's out there somewhere,”
Lewis said. But since he
knows, he would personally
like it protected.

“We can’t ignore that,” he
said.

Lewis wrote a letter to

Peter Moore, president of
the Moore Company, who
responded saying he would
look into the history of the
town and the land.

Lewis said he recognizes
that he realizes the land is
now private property but
wants discussion between
the Lewis descendants, the
property owners and the
town at large. He would like
the fence around the area
removed and a sign that rec-
ognizes the cemetery and
preventing it from being
built over and forgotten yet
again.

“It is still a cemetery,”
Lewis said. “Let’s remember
the people that we know are
there.” He feels it would be

ASHLEY ST. PIERRE / The Press

A fenced off grass area on the Moore Company property. The bur-
ial ground is located near the far end of the grass, near the fence.

a benefit to the whole if the
burial ground were pre-

served, out of respect for
Westerly’s founders.



4 The Sun, Westerly, R..

Opinion

Friday, July 14, 2006

Preservation of cemetery is important to our community heritage |

I was very pleased to read the
article last week about the Lewis
Cemetery on Beach Road.

I have hoped to find support
among the residents of Westerly for

ing the last resting place of
one of the town’s founders and
many of its earliest settlers.

As the article notes, the presence
of the cemetery was never actually
forgotten. An earlier newspaper

article appeared in Westerly circa

1905, extolling the need for taking

care of this important historical

cemetery and listing some of the
headstone inscriptions. Members of
the Brown, Kenyon and Babcock
families were all laid to rest in this
ground.

Again, in the early 1920s, when

the land was terraced and leveled
for a tennis court, articles and let-
ters were written calling instead for
its preservation. The presence of
human remains made it very clear
that though the headstones may be
removed, the cemetery persists.

This is a matter of importance not
just to a few descendants of those
buried here, but to the entire town
of Westerly.

~ Preservation of memory takes
effort and cooperation. I hope that
the present owners of the land, The
Moore Company, will be open to
considering ways to ensure preser-
vation of the land’s integrity as a
cemetery, and to mark it with an
appropriate memorial. It is not my
intention to spark a battle or

embarrass anyone into action but
rather to simply persuade.

The cleaning of the Babcock
cemetery, currently underway, is
evidence that town residents care
about their history and about show-
ing respect for their forbears.

Certainly, preservation of the
Lewis Burial Ground will depend
on the interest of the citizens of

. Westerly, as expressed through
‘their town government, historical

and business groups, etc. -

I can only bring the matter to peo-
ple’s attention, and hope the prop-
erty’s owners and neighbors will
respond.

Peter David Lewis
Stratford, Conn.



Peter David Lewis May 22, 2006
56 Franklin Avenue

Stratford, CT 06614-5247

petros53 @earthlink.net

203-377-4116

Peter Moore, President
George C. Moore Company
36 Beach Street

Westerly, RI 02891

Dear Mr. Moore,

The Moore Company has been a significant part of Westerly for many decades, and your family a significant
presence in town affairs. In the interests of preserving knowledge of Westerly's history, I hope you may act to
preserve a piece of that history which is in your care. I refer to the Lewis Burial Ground #1, which is located
near the south end of the Moore Company parking, off of Beach Road. The cemetery is located along what
was once Moore Road, on the site of the old tennis court which was removed in the mid 1970's, along with the
houses lining Moore Road.

I imagine you already know the history and placement of the cemetery. On the present site of that tennis court
is a wooded lot holding the remains of John Lewis, a founder of Westerly, with 7 generations of of his
descendants, as well as members of the Kenyon, West and Brown families, and perhaps others. Until 1920
this lot was well known as a cemetery and contained headstones, both inscribed and plain, to mark the graves
which go back to circa 1685. The stones were removed and the ground leveled to create the tennis court and
housing on Moore Road. Since the houses and court were removed in the mid 1970's, the land has remained
empty and unused as far as I know.

I would ask you to consider ways of preserving this small plot of land, perhaps working with the Westerly
Historical Society, and the Land Trust to properly mark and protect the area. While the general location is still
known, archeological work may need to be done to determine the exact boundaries of the cemetery, as state
law requires before any known cemetery may be disturbed. I have spoken with Thomas Wright of the
Historical Society and Harvey Perry of the Land Trust and am sure they would be interested in working with
you on this.

As memory of the burial ground is lost, Westerly's history is also being lost. In past decades preservation of
structures was not always a high priority. Many buildings and burial grounds were allowed to decay past the
point of recovery. Contemporary interests have changed however, as the recent renovation of Westerly's
Quaker burial ground attests, as well as the placement of the Lewis-Card-Perry house on the National Historic
Register. Interest in the protection of this site goes back at least a century, as you may see in the newspaper
article from the Westerly Sun of about 1905 that I enclose. In the 1920's at the time of the construction of the
tennis court, similar calls for preservation were printed.

Mr. Moore, I speak only as a representative of the descendants of John Lewis, one with a personal interest in
showing respect for the resting places of my ancestors. However I am sure it is also in the interest of the
general public and the Town of Westerly that such respect is shown, and that memory is preserved. It would
be to the Moore Company’s great credit if it showed interest in considering ways of preserving and marking
this burial land.

Hoping to hear from you, I remain
Sincerely yours,

Peter David Lewis



Peter David Lewis August 16, 2006
56 Franklin Avenue

Stratford, CT 06614-5247

petros53 @earthlink.net

203-377-4116

Peter Moore, President
George C. Moore Company
36 Beach Street

Westerly, RI 02891

Dear Mr. Moore,

I am writing again about the condition of the Lewis family cemetery located within the Moore Company
grounds. I hope that over the summer you have had an opportunity to learn a bit about the history of that land.
I would imagine you have read the article that appeared in the Westerly Sun on July 5th concerning the
cemetery, and perhaps the letter I wrote in response that appeared on July 14th. Thomas Wright, president of
the Westerly Historical Society, tells me he has had a discussion with you about the cemetery, and that you have
some doubts about whether these burials were actually on your property. Naturally you would need more than
hearsay from myself before proceeding.

I am enclosing copies of the various newspaper articles, letters and book abstracts I have collected to
demonstrate that there was indeed a viable cemetery in this location, in use for a full 200 years. The cemetery
was indeed leveled and the bodily remains moved circa 1925. It would be easier to simply deny that any
known cemetery occupied this area, now known for its flat terracing and tennis court. But both historical and
anecdotal evidence all point to this being the location of the John Lewis Burial Ground. The fate of this
cemetery has been a contentious matter for 100 years now, and many before me have called for a remedy to
what we feel is a problem with the handling of the remains of our ancestors and town founders. Though the
Moore Company certainly has the right to use its property, a decent respect for one's neighbors also calls for
the mindful handling of places with great emotional resonance, places such as a historical cemetery.

While anecdotal evidence may not carry the same weight as written records, I would still like to repeat one
story I heard recently from a local woman concerning her grandfather. The family story which was written
down by her mother concerned her grandfather's attempt in about 1925 to rescue the remains of family
members from "the cemetery next to the Moore Mill", because it was being torn up and the headstones lost.
Though family stories are best taken with a grain of salt for the details, there is a large grain of truth here.
People knew who was buried there. And people knew that human remains were being removed without an
attempt to preserve the respect of a proper burial. At least one man made an attempt to protect his family
burials and was worried enough about it to make sure the story was remembered by his family.

10 years ago the Pardon Lewis cemetery in Westerly was opened and moved to make room for school
construction. The cemetery was opened competently by state archeologists, and the remains moved
respectfully to a new cemetery. I wish such had been the practice back in 1925. There is no going back, but
perhaps we can go forward by finding the remains where they lie, somewhere in their original vicinity, so that
they can be protected, possibly moved, and memorialized properly. Perhaps any remains that can be located
could be moved to a spot nearer the public road and placed under a memorial. I have hoped that construction
records still held by your company might throw some light on this question. I would be very grateful for your
cooperation in searching for more information.



I have tried to convince you of these things: that there was a cemetery; that it was removed without input from living
relations or town historians; that it of historical importance to all, containing as it does, town founders; and finally that
since the Moore Company benefited from the removal of the burials on land it now owns, it has some responsibility to
address the concerns that have not been addressed since circa 1925. Putting this to rest would also be very good for your
company's reputation.

I have tried not to be too specific with suggestions, as I wanted to give you time to think about this in different ways.

But you can see where I am headed, I am sure. I have no doubt that there is a solution that would satisfy, indeed be good
for, both your company, the town, and the many descendants who are concerned. Please contact me at any time to talk
further, and/or contact Thomas Wright who can well represent the Westerly public's historic interests. While I may feel I
am trying to right a wrong, it is with no sense of belligerence, and with a feeling that there is something to be done here
of value to all, the Moore Company included.

Hoping to hear from you, I remain
Sincerely yours,

Peter David Lewis

cc: Thomas Wright



News Article from '"The Sun', circa 1921, from Westerly, RI Library:

"Bodies Uncovered-Those in Old Lewis Burying Ground" .... In last evening's edition of The Sun mention is
made of the digging up of bodies on the Moore land in making the foundation for a new tennis court and the
question arose of whom they may be. This is easily solved. This is generally known as the Lewis Burying
ground.... This John Lewis came from Wales, England, about 1640, and settled on the southern border of
Rhode Island and what is now Westerly....

Lewis Cemeteries Westerly Rhode Island

Registered in the Rhode Island Cemetery Project As:
WYO050 JOHN LEWIS GROUND #1 WESTERLY MOORE RD ->125 ft. E of tel pole #2726

From “Westerly and its Witnesses” published 1867, Rev. Frederic Denison (of 116 cemeteries recorded)

LEWIS GROUND (1): This is a large unfenced spot, in the southeast corner of a field now owned by George D.
CROSS, Esq., on the east side of the highway leading to Lottery Village, just below the village of Westerly, and in
front of the house of Thomas E. SAUNDERS. The land once belonged to the LEWIS family and afterwards to
Arnold KENYON. It is said that seven generations of the LEWISes, beginning with John LEWIS, are here buried;
but their tombstones are unlettered. John LEWIS was one of the first settlers in the town.

Here rests the body of George KENYON, born Sept. 28, 1714, died about 1796; also the remains of his wife, Anna
(LEWIS) KENYON, born Nov. 27, 1716, died in her 90th year. Here, too, were buried Mary LEWIS, wife of
Joseph LEWIS, born in 1688, died Nov. 27, 1762.

Joseph BARBER, quite aged, died near 1835. Samuel BROWN, and his wife Amy BROWN, both aged, and both
died near 1840. Also, David BROWN, buried near 1810, with great Masonic ceremonies.

Arnold KENYON, died Nov. 20, 1834, age 77.

Sally (wife of Arnold KENYON), died June 15, 1832, aged 70.

William C. (son of Arnold & Sally KENYON), died Aprl 2, 1832, aged 25.
Elnathan C. BROWN, died Jan. 27, 1829, age 32.

* X ¥ %



FIRST GENERATION - Peter David Lewis's Line

2624. John LEWIS was born in 1631 in Westerly, Washington County, Rhode Island. He died in
1690 in Westerly, Washington County, Rhode Island. He was married to UNKNOWN in 1665 in
Westerly, Washington County, Rhode Island.

Children were:

1312 i. John LEWIS Jr..

ii. Jonathan LEWIS died in Aug 1710. He was father of 8 children, 3 sons and 5 daughters.
iii. Daniel LEWIS died in Feb 1718.

iv. James LEWIS died on 6 Sep 1745.

v. David LEWIS was born in 1667. He died on 6 Sep 1718.

vi. Israel LEWIS was born in 1669. He died on 28 Jun 1719.

vii. Samuel LEWIS died in Jan 1739.

viii. Dorcas LEWIS.

SECOND GENERATION

1312. John LEWIS Jr. was born in 1650 in Westerly, Washington County, Rhode Island. He
died on 22 Apr 1735 in Westerly, Washington County, Rhode Island. He was married to Ann
LAMPHEAR in 1682 in Westerly, Washington County, Rhode Island.

1313. Ann LAMPHEAR was born in 1665 in Westerly, Washington County, Rhode Island. She died on 29
Feb 1748 in Westerly, Washington County, Rhode Island.

Children were:

656 i. Joseph LEWIS.

ii. Sarah LEWIS was born on 17 Aug 1687.

iii. Mary LEWIS was born on 4 May 1689.

iv. Ann LEWIS was born on 6 Jul 1691.

v. Abigail LEWIS was born on 20 May 1693.
vi. John LEWIS was born on 30 Jan 1698.

vii. William LEWIS was born on 1 Feb 1702.
viii. Jerusha LEWIS was born on 11 Jan 1707.

THIRD GENERATION

656. Joseph LEWIS was born on 16 Oct 1683 in Westerly, Washington County, Rhode Island.
He died in 1762 in Westerly, Washington County, Rhode Island. He was married to Mary
WILCOX in 1706 in Westerly, Washington County, Rhode Island.

657. Mary WILCOX was born in 1688 in Westerly, Washington County, Rhode Island. She died on

27 Nov 1752 in Westerly, Washington County, Rhode Island.
1314. Edward WILCOX was born on 5 Nov 1662 in Westerly, Washington County, Rhode Island. He died on 5
Nov 1750 in Westerly, Washington County, Rhode Island. He was married to Martha HAZZARD in 1689 in
Westerly, Washington County, Rhode Island.
1315. Martha HAZZARD was born in 1666 in Exeter, Washington County, Rhode Island. She died on 9 Jan
1753 in Exeter, Washington County, Rhode Island.



Children were:
328 i. Amos LEWIS.

FOURTH GENERATION

328. Amos LEWIS was born in 1719 in Westerly, Washington County, Rhode Island. He died in
1790 in Hopkinton, Washington County, Rhode Island. He was married to Eleanor GREENE in
1734 in Hopkinton, Washington County, Rhode Island.

329. Eleanor GREENE was born on 2 Mar 1718 in Westerly, Washington County, Rhode Island.
658. Benjamin GREENE was born in Mar 1692 in Portsmouth, Newport County, Rhode Island. He died before
26 Jan 1756 in Westerly, Washington County, Rhode Island. He was married to Eleanor RANDALL on 19 Mar
1714 in Westerly, Washington County, Rhode Island.
659. Eleanor RANDALL was born on 24 Jun 1694 in Westerly, Washington County, Rhode Island. She died
after Jul 1753. Children were:
329 i. Eleanor GREENE.

ii. Matthew GREENE.
Children were:
i. Nathan LEWIS was born in 1735 in Hopkinton, Washington County, Rhode Island.
ii. William LEWIS was born in 1737 in Hopkinton, Washington County, Rhode Island.
iii. Matthew LEWIS was born about 1739 in Hopkinton, Washington County, Rhode Island.
iv. Amos LEWIS Jr. was born about 1739 in Westerly, Washington County, Rhode Island.
164 v. Randall LEWIS.
vi. Paul LEWIS was born in 1743 in Hopkinton, Washington County, Rhode Island.
vii. Thankful LEWIS was born about 1745 in Hopkinton, Washington County, Rhode Island.
viii. Greene LEWIS was born about 1745 in Hopkinton, Washington County, Rhode Island.
ix. Humility LEWIS was born in 1747 in Hopkinton, Washington County, Rhode Island.

FIFTH GENERATION
164. Randall LEWIS was born in 1741 in Hopkinton, Washington County, Rhode Island. Died
after 1800, Delhi, NY. He married Elizabeth "Elsie" RATHBONE who was born about 1745 in
Exeter, Washington County, Rhode Island. Died after 1800, Delhi, NY
Children were:
i. Joshua Lewis
iii. Randall LEWIS Jr. was born in 1767 in Rhode Island. He died in 1863 in Petersburg, Rensselaer
County, New York. He died from smallpox.
Children OF RANDALL JR..
82 ii. Rowland LEWIS.
iii. Caleb LEWIS was born on 16 Jun 1782 in Delhi, Delaware County, New York. He died in
1873 in Troy, New York.
iv. Ruth LEWIS died in Bloomville, Delaware County, New York.
v. Ellen LEWIS was born on 13 Feb 1803.
vi. John LEWIS.
vii. Olive LEWIS.
viii. Joshua LEWIS.
ix. Daniel LEWIS.



SIXTH GENERATION

Joshua Randall LEWIS was born in 1788 in Delhi, NY. Died in Waukegan, lll
Nancy Kidder was born 1793 in Delhi, NY. Died in Waukegan, lll
Children were:

Linus, born 1810, Warsaw, NY

Charles,

Betsy,

George,

Austin,

Ruth,

Joshua,

Eliza,

Cynthia,

Homer,

Lucy,

Paulina,

Amanda,

James,

Rhoda

SEVENTH GENERATION

Linus LEWIS was born in 1810 in Warsaw, NY. He married Harriet Lawrence Hoag who was
born 1810, Philipstown, NY

Children were:

James Austin

Randall

Andrew

EIGHTH GENERATION

James Austin LEWIS was born in ?? in Belfast, NY. He married Sabrina Renwick who was
born 1846, Belfast, NY

Children were:

George

NINETH GENERATION

George LEWIS was born in 1875 in Belfast, NY. He married Clara Cook who was born 1876,
Victory, NY

Children were:

Milton

Evelyn





