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tains the remains of blacks. Here
are the remains of Bristoe Congdon
and his children.

I~DIAN GI~OUND (10).

On the southwestern slope of the
knoll, near the residence of Oliver
D. Wells, Esq., in the village. of West­
erly, where now Mr. Wells has a
fine grapery and summer-house, 'was
anciently an Indian burying-place.
In digging for the conservatory, In­
dian bones were brought to view.

INDIAN GROUND (11).

A small cluster of mounds, now
almost obliterated, is found about a
mile below Westerly, near the river,
on the west side of a pond, upon the
land of Peleg Barber. Tradition as­
cribes these graves to the red men.

Is this the path of human fame ­
To toil, and die, and leave no name?

KNOWLES GROUXD.

This lies in the village of Dorrville,
a. few rods north of the residence of
Amos C. Weeden, Esq., on the west
side of the street, in the corner of a
meadow, inclosed by a wall. Here
we read,-

Joseph M. Knowles, born May 11,
1774, died Jan. 1, 1848.

Dorcas (wife of J oseph ~L Knowles),
~edSept. 12, 1861,age 8~.

Anna (daughter of Joseph M. and
Dorcas Knowles), d. May 4, 1861, age 53.

Sarah Mumford, born l\Iay 5, 1753,
died April 27, 1835.

Several graves have no inscriptions.

LANPHEAR GROUND (1).

This little burial-place lies about
one hundred rods north of River
Bend Cemetery, uninclosed, in a
meadow. Only one grave appears.

LA.:SPHEAR GROU~D (2).

West of the Boom Bridge road,
about forty rods north of the resi­
dence of Thomas Salt, and on lands
of Truman Lanphear, is a yard in­
closed with a picket fence, which
contains a score or more of graves.
We read,-

Joseph Crandall, died Feb. 6,1837, age
64 ys., 9 mo.

~ancy (wife of Joseph Crandall), died
Sept. 26, 1860, age 85 ys., 10 mo., 14 ds.

Sophy A. (wife of Perry Lanphear),
died Jan. 28, 1852, age 26 ys., 5 mo.

LAXPIIEAR GRO"LXD (3).

This is located on the pasture land
of Hon. N. F. Dixon, on the south­
west slope of Cormorant Hill, about
midway between the residence" of
Rev. A. B. Burdick and Lanphear
Hollow. and within view from the
Potter Hill road. Here we read, -

Capt. Clark Lanphear, died Feb. 11,
18fl5, age 77 ys., 5 mo., 15 ds.

'Vealthy (wife of Capt. Clark I ..an­
pheari, died Nov. 24, 1822, age :30.

Keturah (wife of Capt. Clark Lan­
phear), died Sept. 1, 1856, age 5n ys., 11
mo., 22 ds.

Capt. David Lanphear, died Sept. 21,
1801, age ;-G.

Thomas l\L Lanphear, died April 13,
1866, age 49 ys., 9 mo., 16 ds.

Child of Capt. Clark and Wealthy
Lanphear.
-- 'Vealthy, died Jan., 1839, age 85.

Here are about forty uninclosed
and uninscribed graves; some of them
are very ancient, and contain the
ashes of once conspicuous citizens.

LARKIN GROUKD.

In the northern portion of the
town, west of Dorrville, north of the
railroad, on the farm of Hon, N. F.
Dixon (formerly the Larkin farm),
about fifty rods north of the farm­
house, inclosed by a rail fence, in a
meadow, are about fifteen unin­
scribed graves. Here rest members.
of the Larkin family.

LEWIS GUOl;XD (1).

This is a large unfenced spot, in
the southeast corner of a field now
owned by George D. Cross, Esq., on
the east side of the highway leading
to Lottery Village, just below the
village of Westerly, and in front of
the house of Thomas E. Saunders.
The land once belonged io the Lewis
family, and afterwards to Arnold
Kenyon. It is said that seven gen­
erations of the Lewises, beginning
with John Lewis, are here buried;
but their tombstones are unlettered.

John I ..ewis was one of the first
settlers in the town.
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Here rests the body of George Ken­
yon, born Sept. 28, 1714, died about
1796; also the remains of his wife,
Anna (Lewis) Kenyon, born Nov. 27,
1716, died in her 90th year. Here,
too, were buried :Mary Lewis, wife of
Joseph Lewis, born in 1688, died
Nov. 27, 1762.

Joseph Barber, quite aged, died
near 18:35. Samuel Brown, and his
wife, Amy Brown, both aged, and
both died near 1840. Also, David
Brown, buried near 1810, with great
Masonic ceremonies. From inscribed
slabs we copy, -

Arnold Kenyon, died Nov. 20, 1834-,
age 77. .

"Sally (wife of Arnold Kenyon), died
June 15, IS;J:!, aged 70.

William 0. xson of Arnold and Sally
Kenyon), died April 2, U>;52, aged ~5.

Elnathan C. Brown, died Jan. 27, 1l:l29,
age 32.

LEWIS Gnotxn (2).

On the crest of a gravel hill,
south of the house of Pardon Lewis,
is the burying-ground of this name.
The location is a pleasant one, but
the ground has been neglected. No
fence incloses it, and no head-stones
mark the spot where repose some of

• the progenitors of this family. It
contains perhaps a dozen graves.

NOYES GUOUND.

This is located on the old Noyes
farm, on a high knoll, a number of
rods north of the shore road, in a
pasture, and is well inclosed by a
wall. Here we may read, -

Col. Joseph Noyes, died March 13,
1802, age 75.

Barbara <relict of Col, Joseph Noyes),
died Sept 7, 1814, age 80.

Col. Thomas Noyes, died Sept, 19, 1819,
age 65. "An officer in the Revolution­
ary army, and 21 years in the General
Assembly."

Mrs. Lydia Noyes (wife of Col. Thomas
Noyes), died Nov. 15, 17H8, aged :~H.

Sanford NOyes, died Ang. 8, 1843. age
82. "A soldier of the Revolution."

Martha (wife of Sanford Noyes), died
Sept. 5, 1860, aged 79.

Doct. James Noyes, died Nov. 6,1856,
in his 89th year.

Elizabeth Noyes, died Sept. 13, 1845,
age 75.

We omit the names of children.
Some graves are without inscrip­
tions.

NYE GROUND.

This lies some ten rods west of the
cross road, between the post-road
and Dorrville, near where the pound
road begins, a few rods northeast
from the residence of Mr. Samuel
Russell Nye, in the corner of an
orchard, well cared for, though not
inclosed. Here we read, -

Sarah (wife of Samuel Nye, and dau.
of Joseph and Lydia Saunders), died
Oct. 1~: 1857, age 7V.

Frances (dan. of Samuel and Sarah
Nye), died April 4, 18ti5, in her 5~lthyear.

Eliza (wife of Samuel n, N~'e, and
dau. of Maxson and :Uary Chase), died
July 25, 185:3, age 44:.

Samuel R. M. (son of Samuel R. and
Eliza. Nye), died Oct. 3, 1l:l60, age 2:!.

PARK GROuND.

This is on the north side of the
post-road, by the side of the high­
way, a few rods east of the residence
of Christopher Rathbun, near where­
the shore road enters the post-road.
Here we read, -

The Rev. Joseph Park, died :March 1,
1777, ill his 72d year, and 45th year of his
ministry.

Abieail (the wife of the Rev. Joseph
Park)~ died Oct. 19, 177~, in her til:lth
vear.
~ Sanford Gavit, died April 27, 1833,
age 73.

Sanford Gavitt, died Aug. 3, 1852, in
his 50th year.

I am told that here lie the remains
of Edwin D. Gavitt, of the Fourth
Rhode Island Regiment, who was
wounded at Newburn, N. C., and
died in a hospital in New York.

Near a dozen graves are without
inscribed stones. .

PECKHA~1 GROUND (1).

This is found in the northeastern
part of the town, on the farm of
Samuel Peckham, Esq., about thirty
rods east of the farm-house, on a
knoll, inclosed by a fence, in a pas­
ture. Though without lettered
stones, here lie Daniel B. Peckham,
and his wife, Olive Peckham, and
their children.

PECKHAlI GROUND (2).

This lies in the northeastern por­
tion of the town, on the road leading
into Charlestown, on the east side of
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Peter David Lewis May 22, 2006 
56 Franklin Avenue
Stratford, CT 06614-5247
petros53@earthlink.net
203-377-4116

Peter Moore, President
George C. Moore Company
36 Beach Street
Westerly, RI 02891 

Dear Mr. Moore,
The Moore Company has been a significant part of Westerly for many decades, and your family a significant
presence in town affairs.  In the interests of preserving knowledge of Westerly's history, I hope you may act to
preserve a piece of that history which is in your care.  I refer to the Lewis Burial Ground #1, which is located
near the south end of the Moore Company parking, off of Beach Road.  The cemetery is located along what
was once Moore Road, on the site of the old tennis court which was removed in the mid 1970's, along with the
houses lining Moore Road.   

I imagine you already know the history and placement of the cemetery.  On the present site of that tennis court
is a wooded lot holding the remains of John Lewis, a founder of Westerly, with 7 generations of of his
descendants, as well as members of the Kenyon, West and Brown families, and perhaps others.  Until 1920
this lot was well known as a cemetery and contained headstones, both inscribed and plain, to mark the graves
which go back to circa 1685.  The stones were removed and the ground leveled to create the tennis court and
housing on Moore Road.  Since the houses and court were removed in the mid 1970's, the land has remained
empty and unused as far as I know.

I would ask you to consider ways of preserving this small plot of land, perhaps working with the Westerly
Historical Society, and the Land Trust to properly mark and protect the area.  While the general location is still
known, archeological work may need to be done to determine the exact boundaries of the cemetery, as state
law requires before any known cemetery may be disturbed. I have spoken with Thomas Wright of the
Historical Society and Harvey Perry of the Land Trust and am sure they would be interested in working with
you on this.

As memory of the burial ground is lost, Westerly's history is also being lost. In past decades preservation of
structures was not always a high priority. Many buildings and burial grounds were allowed to decay past the
point of recovery.  Contemporary interests have changed however, as the recent renovation of Westerly's
Quaker burial ground attests, as well as the placement of the Lewis-Card-Perry house on the National Historic
Register.  Interest in the protection of this site goes back at least a century, as you may see in the newspaper
article from the Westerly Sun of about 1905 that I enclose.  In the 1920's at the time of the construction of the
tennis court, similar calls for preservation were printed.

Mr. Moore, I speak only as a representative of the descendants of John Lewis, one with a personal interest in
showing respect for the resting places of my ancestors. However I am sure it is also in the interest of the
general public and the Town of Westerly that such respect is shown, and that memory is preserved.  It would
be to the Moore Company’s great credit if it showed interest in considering ways of preserving and marking
this burial land.

Hoping to hear from you, I remain
Sincerely yours,

Peter David Lewis



Peter David Lewis August 16, 2006 
56 Franklin Avenue
Stratford, CT 06614-5247
petros53@earthlink.net
203-377-4116

Peter Moore, President
George C. Moore Company
36 Beach Street
Westerly, RI 02891 

Dear Mr. Moore,
I am writing again about the condition of the Lewis family cemetery located within the Moore Company
grounds.  I hope that over the summer you have had an opportunity to learn a bit about the history of that land.
I would imagine you have read the article that appeared in the Westerly Sun on July 5th concerning the
cemetery, and perhaps the letter I wrote in response that appeared on July 14th.  Thomas Wright, president of
the Westerly Historical Society, tells me he has had a discussion with you about the cemetery, and that you have
some doubts about whether these burials were actually on your property.  Naturally you would need more than
hearsay from myself before proceeding.

I am enclosing copies of the various newspaper articles, letters and book abstracts I have collected to
demonstrate that there was indeed a viable cemetery in this location, in use for a full 200 years.  The cemetery
was indeed leveled and the bodily remains moved circa 1925.  It would be easier to simply deny that any
known cemetery occupied this area, now known for its flat terracing and tennis court.  But both historical and
anecdotal evidence all point to this being the location of the John Lewis Burial Ground.  The fate of this
cemetery has been a contentious matter for 100 years now, and many before me have called for a remedy to
what we feel is a problem with the handling of the remains of our ancestors and town founders.  Though the
Moore Company certainly has the right to use its property, a decent respect for one's neighbors also calls for
the mindful handling of places with great emotional resonance, places such as a historical cemetery.

While anecdotal evidence may not carry the same weight as written records, I would still like to repeat one
story I heard recently from a local woman concerning her grandfather. The family story which was written
down by her mother concerned her grandfather's attempt in about 1925 to rescue the remains of family
members from "the cemetery next to the Moore Mill", because it was being torn up and the headstones lost.
Though family stories are best taken with a grain of salt for the details, there is a large grain of truth here.
People knew who was buried there.  And people knew that human remains were being removed without an
attempt to preserve the respect of a proper burial.  At least one man made an attempt to protect his family
burials and was worried enough about it to make sure the story was remembered by his family.

10 years ago the Pardon Lewis cemetery in Westerly was opened and moved to make room for school
construction.  The cemetery was opened competently by state archeologists, and the remains moved
respectfully to a new cemetery.  I wish such had been the practice back in 1925.  There is no going back, but
perhaps we can go forward by finding the remains where they lie, somewhere in their original vicinity, so that
they can be protected, possibly moved, and memorialized properly.  Perhaps any remains that can be located
could be moved to a spot nearer the public road and placed under a memorial.  I have hoped that construction
records still held by your company might throw some light on this question.  I would be very grateful for your
cooperation in searching for more information.
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I have tried to convince you of these things: that there was a cemetery; that it was removed without input from living
relations or town historians; that it of historical importance to all, containing as it does, town founders; and finally that
since the Moore Company benefited from the removal of the burials on land it now owns, it has some responsibility to
address the concerns that have not been addressed since circa 1925.  Putting this to rest would also be very good for your
company's reputation.

I have tried not to be too specific with suggestions, as I wanted to give you time to think about this in different ways.
But you can see where I am headed, I am sure.  I have no doubt that there is a solution that would satisfy, indeed be good
for, both your company, the town, and the many descendants who are concerned.  Please contact me at any time to talk
further, and/or contact Thomas Wright who can well represent the Westerly public's historic interests.  While I may feel I
am trying to right a wrong, it is with no sense of belligerence, and with a feeling that there is something to be done here
of value to all, the Moore Company included.

Hoping to hear from you, I remain
Sincerely yours,

Peter David Lewis

cc: Thomas Wright
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Registered in the Rhode Island Cemetery Project As:
WY050 JOHN LEWIS GROUND #1 WESTERLY MOORE RD ->125 ft. E of tel pole #2726 

From“Westerly and its Witnesses” published 1867, Rev. Frederic Denison (of 116 cemeteries recorded)

LEWIS GROUND (1): This is a large unfenced spot, in the southeast corner of a field now owned by George D.
CROSS, Esq., on the east side of the highway leading to Lottery Village, just below the village of Westerly, and in
front of the house of Thomas E. SAUNDERS. The land once belonged to the LEWIS family and afterwards to
Arnold KENYON. It is said that seven generations of the LEWISes, beginning with John LEWIS, are here buried;
but their tombstones are unlettered. John LEWIS was one of the first settlers in the town. 
Here rests the body of George KENYON, born Sept. 28, 1714, died about 1796; also the remains of his wife, Anna
(LEWIS) KENYON, born Nov. 27, 1716, died in her 90th year. Here, too, were buried Mary LEWIS, wife of
Joseph LEWIS, born in 1688, died Nov. 27, 1762. 
Joseph BARBER, quite aged, died near 1835. Samuel BROWN, and his wife Amy BROWN, both aged, and both
died near 1840. Also, David BROWN, buried near 1810, with great Masonic ceremonies. 

* Arnold KENYON, died Nov. 20, 1834, age 77. 
* Sally (wife of Arnold KENYON), died June 15, 1832, aged 70. 
* William C. (son of Arnold & Sally KENYON), died Aprl 2, 1832, aged 25. 
* Elnathan C. BROWN, died Jan. 27, 1829, age 32. 

Lewis Cemeteries Westerly Rhode Island

News Article from "The Sun", circa 1921, from Westerly, RI Library: 
"Bodies Uncovered-Those in Old Lewis Burying Ground" .... In last evening's edition of The Sun mention is
made of the digging up of bodies on the Moore land in making the foundation for a new tennis court and the
question arose of whom they may be. This is easily solved. This is generally known as the Lewis Burying
ground.... This John Lewis came from Wales, England, about 1640, and settled on the southern border of
Rhode Island and what is now Westerly....

 



FIRST GENERATION - Peter David Lewis's Line
------------------------------------------------------------------------
2624. John LEWIS was born in 1631 in Westerly, Washington County, Rhode Island. He died in
1690 in Westerly, Washington County, Rhode Island. He was married to UNKNOWN in 1665 in
Westerly, Washington County, Rhode Island.

Children were: 
1312 i. John LEWIS Jr..
ii. Jonathan LEWIS died in Aug 1710. He was father of 8 children, 3 sons and 5 daughters. 
iii. Daniel LEWIS died in Feb 1718. 
iv. James LEWIS died on 6 Sep 1745. 
v. David LEWIS was born in 1667. He died on 6 Sep 1718. 
vi. Israel LEWIS was born in 1669. He died on 28 Jun 1719. 
vii. Samuel LEWIS died in Jan 1739. 
viii. Dorcas LEWIS.

SECOND GENERATION
------------------------------------------------------------------------
1312. John LEWIS Jr. was born in 1650 in Westerly, Washington County, Rhode Island. He
died on 22 Apr 1735 in Westerly, Washington County, Rhode Island. He was married to Ann 
LAMPHEAR in 1682 in Westerly, Washington County, Rhode Island.

1313. Ann LAMPHEAR was born in 1665 in Westerly, Washington County, Rhode Island. She died on 29
Feb 1748 in Westerly, Washington County, Rhode Island. 

Children were: 
656 i. Joseph LEWIS. 
ii. Sarah LEWIS was born on 17 Aug 1687. 
iii. Mary LEWIS was born on 4 May 1689. 
iv. Ann LEWIS was born on 6 Jul 1691. 
v. Abigail LEWIS was born on 20 May 1693. 
vi. John LEWIS was born on 30 Jan 1698. 
vii. William LEWIS was born on 1 Feb 1702. 
viii. Jerusha LEWIS was born on 11 Jan 1707.

THIRD GENERATION
------------------------------------------------------------------------
656. Joseph LEWIS was born on 16 Oct 1683 in Westerly, Washington County, Rhode Island.
He died in 1762 in Westerly, Washington County, Rhode Island. He was married to Mary
WILCOX in 1706 in Westerly, Washington County, Rhode Island.

657. Mary WILCOX was born in 1688 in Westerly, Washington County, Rhode Island. She died on
27 Nov 1752 in Westerly, Washington County, Rhode Island. 

1314. Edward WILCOX was born on 5 Nov 1662 in Westerly, Washington County, Rhode Island. He died on 5
Nov 1750 in Westerly, Washington County, Rhode Island. He was married to Martha HAZZARD in 1689 in
Westerly, Washington County, Rhode Island.
1315. Martha HAZZARD was born in 1666 in Exeter, Washington County, Rhode Island. She died on 9 Jan
1753 in Exeter, Washington County, Rhode Island.



Children were: 
328 i. Amos LEWIS.

FOURTH GENERATION
------------------------------------------------------------------------
328. Amos LEWIS was born in 1719 in Westerly, Washington County, Rhode Island. He died in
1790 in Hopkinton, Washington County, Rhode Island. He was married to Eleanor GREENE in
1734 in Hopkinton, Washington County, Rhode Island.

329. Eleanor GREENE was born on 2 Mar 1718 in Westerly, Washington County, Rhode Island. 
658. Benjamin GREENE was born in Mar 1692 in Portsmouth, Newport County, Rhode Island. He died before
26 Jan 1756 in Westerly, Washington County, Rhode Island. He was married to Eleanor RANDALL on 19 Mar
1714 in Westerly, Washington County, Rhode Island.
659. Eleanor RANDALL was born on 24 Jun 1694 in Westerly, Washington County, Rhode Island. She died
after Jul 1753. Children were: 
329 i. Eleanor GREENE. 
ii. Matthew GREENE. 

Children were: 
i. Nathan LEWIS was born in 1735 in Hopkinton, Washington County, Rhode Island. 
ii. William LEWIS was born in 1737 in Hopkinton, Washington County, Rhode Island. 
iii. Matthew LEWIS was born about 1739 in Hopkinton, Washington County, Rhode Island. 
iv. Amos LEWIS Jr. was born about 1739 in Westerly, Washington County, Rhode Island. 

164 v. Randall LEWIS. 
vi. Paul LEWIS was born in 1743 in Hopkinton, Washington County, Rhode Island. 
vii. Thankful LEWIS was born about 1745 in Hopkinton, Washington County, Rhode Island. 
viii. Greene LEWIS was born about 1745 in Hopkinton, Washington County, Rhode Island. 
ix. Humility LEWIS was born in 1747 in Hopkinton, Washington County, Rhode Island.

FIFTH GENERATION
------------------------------------------------------------------------
164. Randall LEWIS was born in 1741 in Hopkinton, Washington County, Rhode Island. Died
after 1800, Delhi, NY. He married Elizabeth "Elsie" RATHBONE who was born about 1745 in
Exeter, Washington County, Rhode Island. Died after 1800, Delhi, NY
Children were:
i. Joshua Lewis 

iii. Randall LEWIS Jr. was born in 1767 in Rhode Island. He died in 1863 in Petersburg, Rensselaer
County, New York. He died from smallpox. 

Children OF RANDALL JR.. 
82 ii. Rowland LEWIS. 
iii. Caleb LEWIS was born on 16 Jun 1782 in Delhi, Delaware County, New York. He died in

1873 in Troy, New York. 
iv. Ruth LEWIS died in Bloomville, Delaware County, New York. 
v. Ellen LEWIS was born on 13 Feb 1803. 
vi. John LEWIS. 
vii. Olive LEWIS. 
viii. Joshua LEWIS. 
ix. Daniel LEWIS. 



SIXTH GENERATION
------------------------------------------------------------------------
Joshua Randall LEWIS was born in 1788 in Delhi, NY. Died in Waukegan, Ill
Nancy Kidder was born 1793 in Delhi, NY. Died in Waukegan, Ill
Children were:
Linus, born 1810, Warsaw, NY
Charles, 
Betsy, 
George, 
Austin, 
Ruth, 
Joshua, 
Eliza, 
Cynthia, 
Homer, 
Lucy, 
Paulina, 
Amanda, 
James, 
Rhoda

SEVENTH GENERATION
------------------------------------------------------------------------
Linus LEWIS was born in 1810 in Warsaw, NY. He married Harriet Lawrence Hoag who was
born 1810, Philipstown, NY
Children were:
James Austin
Randall
Andrew

EIGHTH GENERATION
------------------------------------------------------------------------
James Austin LEWIS was born in ?? in Belfast, NY. He married Sabrina Renwick who was
born 1846, Belfast, NY
Children were:
George

NINETH GENERATION
------------------------------------------------------------------------
George LEWIS was born in 1875 in Belfast, NY. He married Clara Cook who was born 1876,
Victory, NY
Children were:
Milton
Evelyn




