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MULTIPLE ROBOT ARM TRACKING AND
MIRROR JOG

CROSS-REFERENCE TO RELATED
APPLICATION

This application claims the benefit of U.S. Provisional
Application No. 60/480,582, filed Jun. 20, 2003, the entire
disclosure of which is incorporated herein by reference.

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

The invention relates to jogging multiple industrial robot
arms simultaneously with an incremental displacement of
both a leader robot and follower robots. More particularly, it
pertains to a track jog mode, in which a follower tracks the
motion of the leader, and to a mirror jog mode, in which a
follower mirrors the motion of the leader.

The term “jog™ is a generic reference to teach-time,
user-interactive robot motion. A user can teach multiple
robots a path to be traversed automatically and repeatedly by
teaching one robot and later transferring the taught program
to other robots. This method can be tedious if during
program execution the robots must execute simultaneously.
After transferring the program to the other robots, when
changes are required or corrections to the original program
must be made, it is difficult to alter the program uniformly
for each robot because continuous switching between robots
is required to make these changes.

U.S. Pat. No. 3,890,552 describes a system for teaching
and operating leader and follower robots to produce coor-
dinated translation along three mutually perpendicular axes,
one of the follower’s translations being equal in magnitude
and opposite in direction relative the corresponding trans-
lation of the leader. A switching circuit controls actuators,
which produce the programmed translations. The control
system produces no rotation about the axes and requires
initial alignment of at least one axis of the leader and
follower, and accurate spacing of the work heads of the
leader from the follower so that coordinated movement can
occur.

Coordinated jogging is a well known technique for pro-
ducing coordinated movement of a follower robot with that
of a leader robot, the relationship of the follower tool center
points (TCP) to that of the leader being fixed while jogging.
But coordinated jogging does not produce the same incre-
mental motion of the follower as that of the leader. The
leader frame changes when the leader moves, and the
follower must maintain its relative position with respect to
the leader frame. For example, when the leader rotates, the
follower must rotate with respect to the leader frame and this
produces longer distance movement of the follower than that
of the leader.

Coordinated jogging was primarily designed to use a
positioner as the leader. It was not intended for use with a
robot arm as the leader or to teach multiple arm program-
ming when the leader is a robot arm. Coordinated jogging
requires users to jog each robot arm individually to a desired
location and orientation, and then record the position. Fur-
thermore, coordinated jogging does not support mirror jog-
ging; instead, it causes the follower to move in the same
direction as the leader’s motion.

Multiple arm track jogging overcomes coordinated jog’s
shortcomings. Multiple arm track jogging produces the same
magnitude of incremental motion of the leader and follower,
and it supports mirror jogging. It allows a leader and
follower to jog in reverse directions so that a leader and
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follower can cooperatively process and manipulate a sym-
metric workpiece concurrently.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

Multiple arm tracking jogging and mirror jogging accord-
ing to this invention simplify the teaching of multiple robot
arms and reduce the time required to program the robots
whether the robot arms are programmed to perform work on
multiple identical workpieces, those that are nearly identical,
or symmetric workpieces. All the robot arms jog simulta-
neously, either each follower tracks motion of the leader
within its own active frame, or each follower mirrors motion
of the leader with respect to a system default or user defined
mirror plane.

Only one leader robot is required with multiple arm track
jogging, but there can be multiple follower robots. Calibra-
tion between each follower robot and the leader robot is not
required because the same magnitude of incremental motion
is applied to the leader and the followers for both transla-
tional and rotational motion. Control of the robots can reside
in a single controller, or in multiple controllers connected in
a network. If the leader and the followers reside in different
a controller, latency may exist due to the communication
delay among the controllers, but latency does not affect
real-time multiple arm program execution. Communication
of the command signals among robot controllers and com-
ponents can be of any form, including wired and wireless
networks. The communication can also be by broadcast from
the leader to allow any robot that can receive the broadcast
to track or mirror the motion of the leader robot.

A method according to this invention is related to jogging
multiple robots including a leader having an arm able to
articulate about first axes and supporting an end effector, and
a follower having an arm able to articulate about second
axes. The end effector is moved to predetermined positions
by jogging the arm of the leader and producing articulation
about the first axes. The magnitude and direction of articu-
lation about the first axes corresponding to movement of the
end effector to said predetermined positions is recorded to
facilitate subsequent automatic operation of the robots.
Producing articulation about the second axes in the same
respective magnitudes as the recorded articulation produced
about the first axes moves the arm of the follower.

A system for performing the method of this invention
includes a leader having a robot arm able to articulate about
first axes and supporting an end effector. A follower includes
a robot arm able to articulate about respective second axes.
Servo motors articulate the leader arm about the first axes
and the follower arm about the second axes. A user interface
allows a user to jog the arm of the leader and to program
movement of the arms for automatic execution such that the
end effector reaches predetermined positions. A controller,
operatively connected to the servo motors and the user
interface, controls operation of the servo motors, moves the
arm of the leader in accordance with the programmed
movement, and moves the arm of the follower such that it
tracks or mirrors movement of the leader.

Various objects and advantages of this invention will
become apparent to those skilled in the art from the follow-
ing detailed description of the preferred embodiment, when
read in light of the accompanying drawings.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS
FIG. 1 is a schematic diagram of a system according to

this invention for controlling coordinated displacement of
industrial robots;
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FIG. 2 is a schematic diagram showing the robots of FIG.
1 operating in a track jog mode;

FIG. 3 is a schematic diagram showing the robots of FIG.
1 operating in a mirror jog mode;

FIG. 4 is a diagram of the Cartesian coordinate axes for
a right-hand robot;

FIG. 5 is a diagram of the Cartesian coordinate axes for
a left-hand robot;

FIG. 6 shows the correspondence between translation and
rotational displacements of a leader and follower when
operating in a mirror mode; and

FIG. 7 is a diagram of the method steps of this invention.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE
PREFERRED EMBODIMENT

The subject invention is a system 10 and method for
simultaneously jogging a plurality of industrial robots.
Although the system illustrated in FIG. 1 includes a leader
robot 12 and a follower robot 14, any number of follower
robots may be included. Each robot 12, 14 has at least one
robot arm 16, which includes at least one servo motor 18A,
18B for rotating the robot arm about an axis. The servo
motors 18A of the first robot 12 are operatively connected to
a first set of servo amplifiers 20, and the servo motors 18B
of'the second robot 14 are operatively connected to a second
set of servo amplifiers 22. The servo amplifiers 20, 22 are
operatively connected to and controlled by a robot controller
24, or each robot 12, 14 may have its own controller,
connected in a network to a central or system controller 24.

The invention allows the robots 12, 14 to move simulta-
neously and synchronously while manually jogging. This
simultaneous movement is achieved by the controller 24
directing the servo motors 18 A of the leader robot 12 and the
servo motors 18B of the follower robot 14 to move the same
incremental magnitude. The controller 24 verifies that the
movement is simultaneous and synchronous by examining
inputs from encoders operatively connected to the servo
motors 18A, 18B and by adjusting the power applied by the
servo amplifiers 20, 22 accordingly.

A teach pendant 26 is also operatively connected to the
robot controller 24 for allowing a user to input information
to the controller 12. The pendant includes an alphanumeric
keypad and function keys that permit the user to input
desired coordinates, to which the end effector of the robot
arm later moves in response to control signals produced by
the controller. Alternatively, the user can manually manipu-
late, i.e., manually jog a leader robot 12 to teach, program
and record in electronic memory a pattern of movements or
points on a desired path to which the leader 12 and follower
14 will move in response to control signals produced by the
controller. For example, the user may move the end effector
of the leader robot arm manually along a desired path and
teach the robot the desired path by recording in electronic
memory, accessible to the controller, significant points on
the path, which are converted to the corresponding coordi-
nates of the points and are stored in memory. A user interface
having this capability is called “lead through teach.”

Instead of the teach pendant 26 the user interface may be
the keyboard of a PC having a CRT display. Another
interface device may include joysticks, supported for trans-
lation in, and rotation about several axes, the displaced
position of the joysticks being converted to electronic sig-
nals representing the desired path to be traversed or points
to be reached by an effector located at the end of a robot arm
16. The path and points are taught to the system by the
operator and are supplied as input to the controller. Other
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user interfaces that may be used for this purpose include jog
wheels, force sensing devices, and other means of moving a
robot in the process of teaching points including interaction
devices for graphically depicting simulated robot operation.

The invention includes two modes of operating the robots
12, 14: a track jog mode and a mirror jog mode. While
operating in the track jog mode, the controller issues com-
mands to the servo motors causing each arm 16 of the
follower robots 14 to perform the same translation and
rotation movement as the arm of the leader robot 12. While
in the mirror jog mode, the controller issues commands to
the servo motors causing each arm 16 of the follower robots
14 to mirror the translation and rotation movement of the
arm 16 of the leader robot 12. An operator selects the
operating mode for each follower by pressing a button on the
teach pendant 26 indicating the selected mode from a menu
of function options displayed on a screen of the pendant or
another user interface. One or more follower robots may
operate in the track mode, and one or more followers may
operate in the mirror mode concurrently with those in the
track mode depending on the mode selected for the indi-
vidual followers.

FIG. 2 illustrates the results of the system operating in
track jog mode showing movement of a leader robot arm 12
from an initial position 30 to a displaced position 32 and the
corresponding displacement of a follower robot 14. During
operation in the track jog mode, each robot arm jog with
respect to its own active frame, i.e., rotates with respect to
its own rotational axis and center.

FIG. 3 illustrates the results of the system operating in
mirror jog mode showing movement of the leader robot arm
12 from an initial position 30 to a displaced position 34 and
the corresponding displacement of a follower robot 14 from
its initial position 30 to the displaced position 36. During
operation in the mirror jog mode, the follower robot jogs the
same magnitude, but in the opposite direction with respect
to the direction of the leader. For example, the leader may
jog as a right hand robot, whereas the follower jogs as a left
hand robot.

FIG. 4 illustrates the Cartesian coordinate axes X,Y,Z for
a right hand robot, the conventional reference coordinate
system. FIG. 5 illustrates the Cartesian coordinate axes
X.,Y,Z for a left hand robot, a mirror image of the coordinate
system of FIG. 4 when the mirror is placed in a plane parallel
to the Y-Z plane. When mirror mode operation referenced to
the Y-Z plane is selected, translation of the leader in the
positive direction along the X-axis, produces translation of
the follower in the negative direction along the X-axis.
Similarly for the rotational displacements, yaw W, pitch P
and roll R, when mirror mode operation referenced to a
mirror plane parallel to the Y-Z plane is selected, pitch
rotation of the leader in the positive direction about the
Y-axis produces pitch rotation of a follower in the negative
direction about the Y-axis.

The table of FIG. 6 shows the correspondence between
translation and rotational displacements of the leader robot
and follower robot along and about the Cartesian coordinate
axes when operating in a mirror mode with the mirror plane
located in a plane parallel to the X-Z plane. The frame of the
follower and frame of the leader robots 14, 14', i.e., the axes
of the coordinate systems, need not be mutually parallel, but
may be arranged with any angular relationship. The frame of
each follower robot 14, 14' may be also be arranged with any
angular relationship. This permits the robots to be located
and arranged on the plant floor in any convenient angular or
linear relationship.
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Similarly, the mirror plane may be arranged in any
angular relationship relative to the frames of the leader and
follower robots. The mirror plane may be parallel to a plane
containing two principal axes of the leader robot frame, or
it may be skewed at any angle with respect to the frames of
the leader and follower robots.

When a X-Y mirror is selected by the operator, positive Z
displacement of the leader robot 12 produces negative Z
displacement of the follower robot 14. When a X-Z mirror
is selected, positive Y displacement of the leader robot
produces negative Z displacement of the follower robot.
When a Y-Z mirror is selected, positive X displacement of
the leader robot produces negative X displacement of the
follower robot.

Frames supported by both the track and mirror modes
include World frame, User frame, Tool frame, Jog frame,
and Joint Jog. The tool frame can be dynamic, thus the
mirror plane selected from the tool frame would also be
dynamic. User-defined common tool center points (TCP),
which can be shared by the leader and the follower, allow
both the leader and the follower to rotate with respect to the
common TCP frame, such as when two robot arms hold a
heavy truck frame or the like.

Referring now to the diagram of FIG. 7, at step 40 the
operator provides input information through the teach pen-
dant 26 to the controller 24 regarding the desired path of the
robots or significant points on a desired path being taught to
the system, and the selected operating mode, track jog or
mirror jog.

At step 42 the controller, upon executing a control algo-
rithm that determines the desired coordinates of the end
effector at the tip of arm 16 of the leader, produces command
signals to the servo motors 18A of the leader 12 that will
move the end effector to the points having the desired
coordinates, step 43.

At step 44, the control method of this invention is
executed for the selected operating mode. If the mirror mode
is selected, at step 46 the corresponding coordinates of the
follower are determined with reference to the coordinates of
the desired destination point of the end effector on the leader
12, the frame of each follower 14, and the location and
angular disposition of the mirror plane. At step 48, the
controller issues command signals to the servo motors 18B
of each follower 14 such that its end effector moves to the
desired position.

The controller 24 optionally verifies, at step 50, that the
displacement of each follower is accurate, simultaneous and
synchronous with that of the leader by examining inputs
from encoders operatively connected to the servo motors
18A, 18B, and by making corrective adjustments, at step 52,
to the signals applied by the servo amplifiers 20, 22 simul-
taneously.

In the track jog mode, each follower robot tracks the
magnitude of the leader incremental displacement, and pro-
duces the same amount of incremental displacement in its
own active frame. A single motion command that includes
track motion information of all robot arms will be issued to
the system, so all robot arms can move or track simulta-
neously. It provides flexibility for each follower to jog in its
own user-defined frame. For example, if the leader jogs in
Tool frame, then all robots will jog in the Tool frame, but
each robot jogs with respect to its own user defined Tool
frame with the same magnitude of incremental displacement
as the leader.
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In mirror jog mode, each follower robot mirrors the
displacement of the leader with the same magnitude of
incremental displacement. The leader’s motion in the user-
defined frame will be converted for the follower to reflect the
mirrored motion. A single motion command that includes
mirrored motion information of all robot arms will be issued
to the system, so all robot arms move simultaneously. With
a system default mirror plane, the leader jogs as a normal
right hand robot, whereas each follower jogs as a left hand
robot to mirror the leader’s motion. With a user specified
mirror plane, each follower mirrors motion of the leader
with respect to the specified mirror plane, e.g. X-Y plane,
Y-Z plane, or customized mirror plane defined by a three
point method.

The command for each robot can be modified to suit the
specific environment for that robot. For instance, if prox-
imity or contact is detected by a sensor or by another device,
the robot can take independent action to counteract the
consequences of unaltered motion. In this case, the robot
could modify its path to avoid the contact, signal an external
device to take some action in accordance with the impending
contact, or signal the leader robot of the impending contact,
whereupon the leader robot could take some action such as
slowing down the command for all robots or adjusting the
commanded trajectory.

Because multiple robots are attempting to follow the
displacement of a single leader robot, a compliance mecha-
nism can be used to accommodate differences in each
robot’s work cell. The compliance mechanism can be
mechanical device integrated into the robot tooling attached
to the robot arm and/or integrated into the fixture that
supports the workpiece in the work cell. The compliance
mechanism can also be a software compliance that uses
torque or other intrinsic robot parameters to determine that
the robot is in contact and to attenuate the position control
allowing the robot to proceed without applying excessive
force. Any of the compliance mechanisms can provide a
signal to the leader robot and/or other robots of the state of
the compliance.

Known obstacles or other items, such as real or virtual
workspace limits, can be defined mathematically for each
robot, and the leader or each robot can determine whether
some action needs to be taken based on the current location
of the robot and the defined obstacles.

This method can also be used as an interactive method of
controlling multiple robots to perform a specific task that is
not intended to teach a robot program. For example, it can
be used to position cameras or other sensors in multiple
robot cells or to perform other tasks where the motions of
multiple robots based on the motion of a single leader robot
are appropriate.

The method can be used in conjunction with one or more
external positioners or other devices, which position a
workpiece so that one or more robots can operate on the
workpiece, such as forming or processing operations in a
manufacturing process. The method is able to coordinate
motion among the leader and such devices, and among all
robots and their associated external positioners or other
devices.

In accordance with the provisions of the patent statutes,
the principle and mode of operation of this invention have
been explained and illustrated in its preferred embodiment.
However, it must be understood that this invention may be
practiced otherwise than as specifically explained and illus-
trated without departing from its spirit or scope.
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What is claimed is:

1. A system for jogging a plurality of robot arms com-
prising:

a leader including a robot arm able to move within a
leader active frame and supporting an end effector
located at an outer end of the leader arm;

a follower including a robot arm able to move within a
follower active frame;

first servo motors, each first servo motor articulating the
arm of the leader about a respective one of the first
axes;

second servo motors each second servo motor, articulat-
ing the arm of the follower about a respective one of
second axes;

a user interface for allowing a user to jog the arm of the
leader and the arm of the follower; and

a controller operatively connected to the servo motors and
the user interface for controlling operation of the servo
motors, moving the arm of the leader with incremental
displacement by jogging the leader arm and moving the
arm of the follower with incremental displacement such
that the follower arm tracks or mirrors movement of the
leader arm, wherein the movements of the leader aim
and the follower arm are simultaneous and synchro-
nous.

2. The system of claim 1 wherein the controller controls
operation of the servo motors such that jogging movement
of the follower arm about the second axes is substantially
equal in magnitude and direction within an associated active
frame to jogging movement of the leader arm about the first
axes, respectively.

3. The system of claim 1 wherein the controller controls
operation of the servo motors such that jogging movement
of the follower arm mirrors jogging movement of the leader
arm about a mirror plane.

4. The system of claim 1 wherein:

the user interface permits the user to select a mirror plane;
and

the controller controls operation of the servo motors such
that jogging movement of the follower arm mirrors
movement of the leader arm about the mirror plane.

5. The system of claim 1 wherein the controller com-
prises:

multiple controllers, each controller being operatively
connect to a robot arm for controlling operation of the
servo motor of the respective robot arm; and

a system controller operatively connected to and commu-
nicating in network with the multiple controllers.

6. The system of claim 1 wherein the system further

comprises:

first servo amplifiers operatively connected to the first
servo motors;

second servo amplifiers operatively connected to the
second servo motors; and

the controller is operatively connected to the servo motors
through the first and second servo amplifiers.

7. The system of claim 1 wherein the user interface
comprises one of a teach pendant, a keyboard of a PC
including a CRT display communicating with the PC, a
joystick, a jog wheel, a force sensing device, a lead through
teach device, and a graphical display depicting simulated
robot operation.

8. The system of claim 1 further comprising:

a second follower having a robot arm able to articulate

about multiple third axes;

third servo motors for articulating the arm of the second
follower about respective third axes; and
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wherein the controller controls operation of the servo
motors such that the follower arm tracks movement of
the leader and the arm of second follower mirrors
movement of the leader.

9. The system of claim 1 wherein the incremental dis-
placement includes at least one of translation and rotation.

10. A method for jogging multiple robots including a
leader having an arm able to articulate about multiple first
axes, and supporting an end effector located at an outer end
of the leader arm, and a follower having an arm able to
articulate about multiple second axes, comprising the steps
of:

moving the end effector to predetermined positions by

jogging the arm of the leader and producing articulation
about the first axes;
recording the magnitude and direction of articulation
about the first axes corresponding to movement of the
end effector to said predetermined positions; and

moving the arm of the follower by producing articulation
about the second axes in the same respective magni-
tudes as the recorded articulation produced about the
first axes including automatically articulating the fol-
lower arm about the second axes simultaneously with
automatically articulating the leader arm about the first
axes.

11. The method of claim 10, wherein the stop of moving
the arm of the follower further comprises the step of:

articulating the follower arm about each of the second

axes is substantially equal in magnitude and direction
to articulation of the leader arm about the first axes,
respectively.

12. The method of claim 10 wherein movement of the
follower arm mirrors movement of the leader about a mirror
plane.

13. The method system of claim 10 further comprising

selecting a mirror plane; and

wherein movement of the follower arm mirrors movement

of the leader arm about the mirror plane.

14. A method for jogging a plurality of robot arms having
a jogging user interface system for jogging the robot arms
simultaneously and synchronously comprising the steps of:

assigning one robot arm as a leader;

assigning any one of the plurality of robot aims as a

follower;

providing a controller operatively connected to the leader

robot arm, the follower robot arm and the jogging user
interface for controlling operation of servo motors
actuating the robot arms;
selecting a mode of jogging relating a motion of the
follower robot arm to a motion of the leader robot arm;

sending a command signal from the jogging user interface
to the controller to jog the leader robot arm in a leader
active frame by an incremental displacement;

simultaneously sending a command signal from the con-
troller to jog the follower robot arm in a follower active
frame such that said follower responds to the leader’s
jogging movement in the leader active frame according
to the selected mode of jogging, wherein jogging
movements of the leader robot arm and the follower
robot arm are simultaneous and synchronous.

15. The method of claim 14 wherein the mode of jogging
is one of tracking and mirror imaging.

16. The method of claim 14 wherein the incremental
displacement contains at least one of translation and rota-
tion.
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17. The method of claim 14 wherein the controller con-
trols operation of the servo motors such that the jogging
movement of the follower robot arm is substantially equal in
magnitude and direction within the follower active frame to
jogging movement of the leader robot arm in the leader
active frame.

18. The method of claim 14 wherein the controller con-
trols operation of the servo motors such that jogging move-
ment of the follower robot arm mirrors jogging movement of
the leader robot arm about a mirror plane.

19. The method of claim 14 wherein the user interface
permits the user to select a mirror plane and the controller
controls operation of the servo motors such that jogging
movement of the follower robot arm mirrors jogging move-
ment of the leader robot arm about the mirror plane.

20. The method of claim 14 wherein the controller con-
trols operation of the servo motors with two of the follower
robot arms such that a first of the follower robot arms tracks
the leader robot arm jogging movement, whereas a second
of the follower robot arms mirrors the leader robot arm
jogging movement, wherein the jogging movements of the
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leader robot arm and the first and second follower robot arms
are simultaneous and synchronous.

21. The method of claim 14 wherein the controller com-
prises:

multiple controllers, each controller being operatively

connect to one of the robot arms for controlling opera-
tion of the servo motor of the respective robot arm; and

a system controller operatively connected to and commu-

nicating in a network with the multiple controllers such
that track or mirror jogging movements of all network
connected robot arms are simultaneous and synchro-
nous.

22. The method of claim 14 wherein the jogging user
interface for simultaneous and synchronous jog comprises
one of a teach pendant, a keyboard of a PC including a CRT
display communicating with the PC, a joystick, a jog wheel,
a force sensing device, a lead through teach device, and a
graphical display depicting simulated robot operation.
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