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His HoLingss, Pore Pius XI11




ThaE Most REVEREND HucH C. BoyLg, D.D.
Bishop of Pittsburgh, Pa.




“To live in the midst of the world
without wishing its pleasures; to
be a member of each family, yet
belonging to none; to share all suf-
ferings; to penetrale all secrets; to
heal all wounds; to go from men
to God and offer Him their pray-
ers; to relurn from God to men to
bring pardon and hope; to have a
heart of fire for charily and a heart
of bronze for chastity, to teach and
to pardon, console and bless al-
ways. My God, what a life! And it
is yours, O Priest of Jesus Christ!”

—LACORDAIRE.




REVEREND ApoLPH KELLER




Reverend Adolph Keller

In the Northern part of Baden, Germany, about midway between
the cities of Wiirzburg and Heidelberg lies the small village of Obern-
dorf. It was here that Father Keller was born on February 4, 18068.
A few days later he was taken to the village church, and there in bap-
tism received the name Adolph. At that time the village numbered only
about 22 families and 180 inhabitants. The villagers were all given to
farming. Their homes were all grouped about the little village church,
while the fields which furnished them a livelihood stretched on all sides
for several miles. The villagers of Oberndorf were all staunch and fer-
vent Catholics. Under the educational system prevalent in Germany at
that time the village was provided with a school and teachers, who, in
the case of a Catholic village such as Oberndorf, were always Catholic
themselves. Each week the parish priest came to the school to give
religious instruction.

It was in such a school that the boy Adolph received his primary
education. There were but five students in his class. After completing
his course in the village school, Adolph remained at home, helping with
the farm work. The boy’s mind, however, was directed toward some-
thing higher. Geography had been a favorite study with Adolph in
school. The study of distant lands and peoples, however, had a deeper
meaning in his young mind. It brought home to him how many of these
people in distant lands enjoyed no opportunity to hear of God and
Divine Revelation such as he himself had enjoyed in Oberndorf. This
was the seed of a missionary vocation, and when Adolph expressed his
mind to the parish priest, arrangements were made for giving him
private instructions.

For the next year whenever the boy was free from farm chores, he
could generally be found applying himself to his books. It was at this
time, in the year 1884, that the boy’s God-fearing mother was called in
death, and the large family of 14 children, of whom Adolph was the
fifth oldest, was left motherless. In the spring of the the following year




Adolph left his home in Oberndorf and began a journey which finally
brought him to Rome. The young man, now 17 years old, made the
entire journey on foot. On his way he stopped at the Capuchin Monas-
tery of Altoetting, and the kindly old lay brother who admitted him at
the door was most probably none other than the saintly Brother Conrad,
recently canonized by our late Holy Father, Pope Pius XI.

Adolph arrived in Rome shortly before the beginning of the school
term in November, and was enrolled at the Gregorian University. Here,
in the very shadow of St. Peter’s dome, he remained for the next eight
years pursuing his philosophical and theological studies. He did not
return home once during this time. Even the vacation periods were
spent by Adolph in the Holy City, furthering his studies that he might
the sooner reach the coveted goal of the priesthood. Thus he spent eight
full years in the very center of Christendom. It was during his last year
here that a certain Bishop Peter Schumacher from Ecuador, South
America, was making his “ad limina” visit to Rome. The Bishop took
advantage of this visit to the Eternal City to visit the Gregorian Uni-
versity. Here he made an appeal for his own diocese of Puertoviejo in
Ecuador. There, according to the saintly Bishop’s words, the harvest of
souls was indeed ripe, but the laborers were few, as there were not many
native clergy. The young subdeacon, Adolph, immediately heeded the
plea of Bishop Schumacher and volunteered to labor in his diocese.
With definite direction now given to his desire for missionary work,
Adolph added to his theological studies that of the Spanish tongue, for
this was the dominant language in his future field of labor.

Having completed his theological studies in the spring of 18¢sg,
Adolph Keller was elevated to the priesthood on the twenty-cighth day
of May of the same year. He was ordained by Cardinal Lucido Maria
Parocchi in the Church of St. John Lateran. The following morn-
ing, May 29, 1893, he offered the Holy Sacrifice of the Mass for the first
time, and had the privilege of doing so at the main altar in St. Peter’s
Cathedral.

Father Keller’s stay in Rome was now at an end, and he immediately
made plans to return to his home in Oberndorf for the first time in
eight years. The meeting with his relatives was indeed a joyful one. For
the father to see his son, for the brothers and sisters to see their
brother after an absence of eight years, was a great joy for them in-
deed. But to be able to greet him as one of God’s anointed, and to
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receive in return his first priestly blessing was cause for even greater joy.
Nor was this jubilation restricted to the members of the newly or-
dained’s family. The entire village appreciated that God had so favored
their native son and planned to celebrate the occasion in traditional
manner. The village assumed a holiday attitude. Father Keller cele-
brated his first solemn Mass in Oberndorf on July 17, 1893. It was a gala
occasion for the villagers. This was not the first time God had so chosen
one from among their small number, but their deep Catholic faith im-
pressed them with the nobility and grandeur of so high a calling. They
had an unreserved reverence and respect for anyone to whom God had
given such a noble vocation.

After a stay in Oberndorf of two weeks, Father Keller again left his
native village to return to Rome. Here he made final arrangements for
his journey to Ecuador, and then left for Lisbon, Portugal, where, with
two other priests and twelve nuns, he embarked for South America. It
was over a month before they arrived at the isthmus of Panama. A good
portion of this time on board ship was spent by the missionary party in
furthering their knowledge of the Spanish language. Having arrived at
Colon, they disembarked and made the journey across the isthmus by
train. After arriving at the city of Panama on the Pacific side of the
isthmus, they again took to the sea for the last part of the journey to
Ecuador. Within a week they landed at Quayaquil and immediately set
out for the episcopal residence at Puertoviejo. Here the priests and nuns
received their various assignments from Bishop Schumacher.

Father Keller, together with one other priest, was appointed to ad-
minister to the inhabitants of the northern province of the diocese,
Esmeraldas. 'The inhabitants of this section, as well as those of other
parts of the diocese, were all Catholics, having been converted by the
early Spanish missionaries. Little mission churches were scattered here
and there throughout Esmeraldas, but there was no resident priest.
Periodically the Bishop would send priests to make a complete tour of
the territory, and it was on such a tour that Father Keller and his com-
panion now started. ‘This northern province of the diocese, with a popu-
lation of more than 15,000 souls, was little more than a wilderness.
There were no roads at all, only mere foot-paths. The inhabitants here,
as well as in the rest of the diocese, were mostly Indians and Negroes.
When word was received that the priests were coming, there was uni-
versal joy, and at each stop they made throughout the province, the
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priests were immediately called upon to baptize all who had been born
since their last appearance, to witness marriages, hear confessions, ad-
minister to the sick, and perform other priestly duties. Considering the
very infrequent visits of a priest to these places, the faith of the people
was marvelous.

In about six months the two priests had completed their missionary
tour and returned to Puertoviejo. Father Keller was then appointed to
the parish of Santa Anna which comprised a whole county of more than
10,000 Catholics. Here he had a parish church where Mass was offered
every Sunday. Four or five missions were also under his care, but each
of these Father Keller was able to visit but once a month. In the fall of
1894 Father Keller was sent to Jipijapa, which is situated just along the
coast. Here as pastor of Holy Trinity parish, he administered to the
spiritual needs of more than 12,000 Indians, Negroes, and Spaniards.
Father Keller held this pastorate for almost a year, when a change in the
government of the country put an end to his labor in Ecuador. A group
of radicals obtained control of the central government, and succeeded
in passing a law exiling all except the native clergy.

There was no appeal from this anticlerical ruling, and Bishop Schu-
macher, together with all except two of his priests, found it necessary to
leave the country. The nuns also, who would thus be left without the
administration of the sacraments, found it necessary to leave their work
in Ecuador. The motherhouse of these Benedictine sisters was in Eliza-
beth, New Jersey, and it was towards the United States that they di-
rected their steps. Many of the priests, among them Father Keller, also
set out for North America. Having arrived here, they were offered
temporary refuge at the Alexian Brothers Hospital in Elizabeth, New
Jersey. One after another they soon found places in various dioceses
throughout the States. Archabbot Leander was at that time head of the
Benedictine Archabbey of St. Vincent, at Latrobe, and it was a sister of
his who was Mother Superior of the convent in New Jersey. Through
these contacts Father Keller, three months after he had landed in the
United States, found himself at St. Vincent, and arrangements were

- then made for him to work in the Pittsburgh diocese.

His first assignment from Bishop Richard Phelan was as assistant to
Rev. Anthony Fischer, at St. Joseph’s, Mt. Oliver. This being a German
parish, Father Keller’s native knowledge of the German language stood
him in good stead. But of course it was also necessary for him to obtain
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