SHIP. «e

Senile...Fresca.

Nice to have front office...no red tape.

No porthole...could have furnished periscope.

Lose passport, get one in two hours, need pictures...consylates open 7, davs...
we were frantic to use ours up before expired.

Indian river grapefruit from Ela. 1} gohths, delicious.
Thought droyping anchor...just 10 feet to be prepared.
Noon whistle stuck.

Gal...ice cream...tall.

I seem to lack the herd instinct.

Drop off and pickup...many new uns Hong Kong, etec.

JOKES. ..
~bumbersan...chain sews
be-_'l_‘i_n ™ B ¥ > 4 R TOW




Sunrise: 6.28 a.m.

Sunset: 644 p.m.

INFORMAL DRESS
MARCH 28, 1975

Friday’s
program

Celestial bodies not only brighten the night sky, they lend
their names to days of the week. According to ancient
astrological beliefs, each hour was ruled by the sun, the
moon or by one of the other planets.

Astrology has it that the planet Venus named after the god
of love exerted gentle influence over the first hour of
Friday. Ancient Scandinavians, Anglo-Saxons and Germans
all named this day after a goddess allied to the divine Venus.
The Anglo-Saxon goddess was Odin’s wife, Frigga: Friday.

RELIGIOUS SERVICE in the Theater.
Catholic Mass at 9.30 a.m.

%

SHORE EXCURSION NOTICE

The American Express Shore Excursion Office will be
closed during the ship's stay in Honolulu.

The following tour will depart from the pierside:

9.00 a.m. - Tour 92 - Honolulu and Waikiki Beach

MEAL HOURS

Breakfast: 7.30 to 9.00 a.m.

Lido Breakfast: 7.30 to 10.30 a.m.
Luncheon: 1.00 to 2.00 p.m. (open sitting).
Lido Luncheon: 1.00 to 2.30 p.m.

Dinner at regular hours and sittings.

DUPLICATE BRIDGE WINNERS
Mrs. M. Loewenstern & Col. E. Alidredge - N.S,
Mr. & Mrs, George Crounse - E.W.

HAWAIIAN FACTS

The name Hawaii is exactly pronounced Hay-wy-ee.
1t is not High-wah-yah. Honolulu is Ho-no-lulu, It is
not Hahn-alula. The "o" is full and pronounced as in
hoe and the "u" is oo,

Although the islands lie in the northern margin of the
tropics, they have a subtropical climate because cool
waters from the Bering Sea drift into the region.

The temperature of the surrounding ocean is about 10°
lower than in other regions of the same latitude.

TRAVELER’S CREED

Travel is many things: It is adventure, it is discovery,
it is education, it is the opening of the heart and mind to
new friendships, new vistas of stirring, lovely things.
The riches brought home by the traveler are in pro-
portion to the stores he takes out with him, Therefore,
let the traveler to the wealth of adventure that is the
World take with him something of the peoples he visit-
ed, their cultures and languages, and he will be doubly
rewarded in his search for treasure.

QUOTE FOR THE DAY
All the good maxims have been written.
It only remains to put them into practice.
Blaine Pascal

s, "Rotterdam”  Captain A. H. Lagaay, Commander
Worldcruise 1975 G. A. Adriaansens, Hotel Manager
Sean Meaney, Cruise Director

CHAMPAGNE DRAWING
Yesterday's lucky number was 212604,
Congratulations to Mrs, Noel E. M. Taylor.

GIN RUMMY TOURNAMENT
Winner: Mr. E. M. Berezin,
Runner-up: Mrs. Bella Gitlin,

SAFETY ABOARD

Do not smoke in bed. Extinguish cigarette butts and
matches and always put them in ashtrays. Do not throw
lighted cigarettes or cigars butts over the side of the
ship - they could blow back and start a fire.

Smoking is not permitted during boat drill, or in the
Theater.

CRUISE HIGHLIGHTS
7.00 a.m. Enjoy early morning coffee, juice and rolls.
Lido.

3.30 p.m. Enjoy afternoon tea in the Lounge.

5.45 and 7.30 p.m. Cocktail music in the Ambassador
and the Lounge.

8.00 p.m. Music for your dancing and listening plea-
sure provided by the Bonafides Quartet in
the Lounge,

9.00 p.m. Showtime, The Lucy Lee Hawaiian Show.
Lounge.

9.30 p.m. The Ambassador is now open with music
provided by the Gli Amici Trio.

9.30 p.m. Swing and sway to the big sound of the
Terry James Orchestra in the Ritz Carlton,

10.00 p.m. \, MOVIE! "Tall Blonde Man
With One Black Shoe”. Comedy,
(@83%) starring Pierre Richard and

Mireille Darc (rated PG. 95
minutes). Theater,
11.00 p.m. Have a late snack in the Lido,
11.00 p.m. to 12.30 a.m. Barbeque on deck and dancing
under the stars to the music of the Bonafides

Quartet.
12.00 midnight Ship sails for San Diego.
12.00 ” The Night Owls flack around
D)

around Al Foster in their nest the

midnight
es Tropic Bar,

There will be NO CHANGE IN TIME tonight!

Holland America Cruises




January 25, 1975
Dear David:

Well, we're well embarked on this trip, and so far it's very
nice. The lhi? is lovely (but of course I've s ldom seen
one that wasn 't.)

Cur first call was at Barbados, the southern-most island of
the Caribbean, were we just spent half a day. I'd always
thought Barbados was a group of islands, but it's just one,
an independent nation, about 95% black. It's always belo g=
ed to Britain until 1966, when it became independent. The
95% black population are the descendants of African slaves.

As 1s usual, the plantations and the stores seem to bebng
to whites, so we hear there is considerable unrest to get
more for the blacks. We weren't there Along enough to get
the feel of the place.

Martha and I wandered around town for three or four hours,
then back to the ship. There are lovely hotels further out,
among them theHilton and Holiday Inn, where quite a fe of
the passengers headed, but ve've seen both at home, so did
not go look at them.

We didn't do much buying...except for a small ~ight light.
Our cabin hasn't a porthole, and you wouldn't believe how
black it is when the lights are out. At noon or ridnigh
it's total blaclness, which I don't think I've experience
before, and sort of wierd. So the night light relieves that.

The ship is pretty large...bigger than I expected, and with
beautiful fittings. I want to take some pictures of the
artwork and all the unique artwork on the walls...some cera=-
mic and a great deal imaginative use of plastle. I read in
a book I've got at home about the Rotterdam, and it was
described as "garish," but I think that was too harsh.,.it's
bright and cheerful and modern.

Our cabin is quite large, with twifeé the closet space we
need. It has twin beds with another hanging from the ceil-
ing for a third occupant if needed. All the stewards and
walifers are Indonesian boys...slight, slender young fellovs
who seem quite efficlent and ehaorful, and speak fairly rood
Bnglish. There seems to be an overabundance of them, so guess
the line isn't feeling hard times.

nge
There are about 850 pa!ulzl on board. Most are Americans
elderly women, with quite a few couples. But there are ai-o
Camiians, Brazillans, French, English, Spanish, Mexieans, and
other m%iomutin. They mostly seem strange to us so far,
but imagine (as on other cruises) all these strange looking

ople will turn out to be friends and wonderful companions.
o far, there isn't much mixing, but that'll come.

Hope everything going well there.

Love,




January 26, 1975
Dear Ed and Irene:

We've been at sea a week now, but it doesn't seem that long.
We enjoyed our visit to Barbades, though we were there only
from 12:00 noon to 8:00 p.m. We didn't get out of town, but
did a little shopping and returned to the ship for a concert
by the Police Band...but they didn't show up. Enclosed is a
Barbados: dollar bill we had left over. It's nice that the
American and Canadian dollar is worth $2.00 there.

We, or rather I, had an interesting visit to Devils Island
yesterday. We had to go in by tender, but it was a bit rough,
so Martha begged off. Ifas lucky to get in, for boats after
ours: were cancelled. I wanted to ride the \‘,ender back and
forth, but they wouldn't let me.

One has to use imagination on Devils Island, as there are only
about seven people there now, and the prison has long since
beenélosed. Remains of buildings aré everywhere, and about the
only one in use is a flea-bitten hotel on the top of a hill,
without any guests apparently. It used to be a barracks, and
would be nice if one wanted to truly leave the world.

Really the island is lovely, if one would clean up the ruins
al put a little money into 1t. Palm trees and tropical vege-
tation, with vines and tropical plants, have taken over every-
thing. I didn't seebr feel any insects.

Actually Devils Island is a small group of three, Royale, St.
Joseph's and Devils. We visited Royale, which was the head-
quarters and largest. They said no one lives on Devils is=-
land now, and it has been taken over by large, unfriendly
snakes. I don't even care for friendly snakes.

Frefimh Guiana is: on the horizon, about eight miles away. The
tour lecturer, Mr. Lyons: (whd I think was: on the France with
his mother), said there are still brutal penal colonies on
French Guiana, but these islands cost too much to supply and
administer..

There are two or three couples who were on the France, and
several others we think we recognize from other erulses. But
we're having to keep our mouths: closed, as we're babes in the
woods in the cruise business. I was talking to a man in the
sauna and he said this was: his tenth trip on the Rotterdam ,
four of them world cruises, plus more than he can remember on
other ships of the line. L.nd he was a passenger. Just queer
for cruises.

I hope they can activate the France. That would be a tragedy
to let her sit and rust.

We enjoyed the visit Christmas from Hap, Cherry and Joelle.
They seem happy, and worship the baby. 8 has about another

year in school, then they'll go wherever a job opens u p. But
they like Ottawa and wouldn't mind staying tThere.
Ve,

eR.



HOWARD

January 28, 1975
His

We're settling down to the routine of ship life. One could get
lazy in this business. Martha got sick night before last and
started throwing up and having a fever, so we had the doctor in
and the concensus seers to be she has 3ntutiom1 flu. After
five or six visits by a very nlce nurse, she 1s better, but rust
stay in bed today.

We're getting to know a few passengers, but mostly stick with our
table companions...an elderly Canadian couple, a widower from
Chicago (who owns a pump manufacturing business) and a widow in
her 70%s (I don't know where she's from).

This is a very lovely ship, and I've taken plectures of sore of
the murals and fittings. Tl'xoy use plastie imaginatively, and out
by the rear pool they even have stone flagstones, like a garden.
There are several shops on board, more than I've ever seen on

a ship, and I've already bought €wo bells.

Marthe and I are amused by the Rio jewelers. When we went to Rio
on the France in 1973, there were several jewelers on board, who
£f1ly up to New York, board these luxury liners, and try to sell
Jewelry all the way to Rio. It isn't as bad this trip, as t ey
have limited them to one jeweler, H, Stern; but they certainly
have the hard sell, with show cases everywhere, a cormercial bee
fore every movie, and "jewelry lectures" every day or two. Two
of thed young men were on the France, and the same two are on
this ship, and seem very fine young men. I asked them some direc-
tions about getting around Rie, and they saild just go to their
headquarters and they'll arrange anything we want.

Itve ﬁot to break off now and go to a lecture about Salvadore,
Brazil, vhere we land tomorrow, for only six hours.

That's done. It sounds like an interesting place...vhere I'd
like to spend a few days. SeemsZike it's the oriiinal capital
of Brazil, then a century or so ago moved it to Rioj and later
to Brazilla, which left Salvadore a very picturesque, old city
with 300 churches. About 90 are in good shape, and as they can
afford it, they are fixing up others.

Sat out on deck this mawing among the sun worshippers, and
talked to this table mate, who owns a plant in Chicago that
makes pumps, and employs about 140. He says they kept growing
and running into the bulging wall prdblem, and 1t was costing
them so much time and labor, he finally bought an acre for 6.50
a square foot, then another acre and a half for 15. put up
90,000 square feet of plant, and is happily situated for now
on.

Breakfast is rather & leisurely affair, from 8 to 9:30 in the
dining rooms, with an elaborate menuj or there is vhat they call
the Lido, where you go down a_buffet line and they have a wide
var1't¥...but I avoid it, as I eat too much there. Last time I

couldn't pass up the sausages, scrambled 11 h
oy bacon]: P ges, eggs, liverwurst, cheese,

Love,




January 28, 1975
Dear Richard:

Hope you, Helen and the kids are bearing up. Martha and I
enjoyed the delightful evening at the dinner theater, and look
forward to taking you to Charlies Place vhen ve get home.

We are finding the cruilse delightful and interesting. This i1s
a Duteh ship with mostly Indonesian boys as stewards and waite
tru% but they all speak English and we have no language diffi-
culties.

We ecrossed the Equator yesterday, and the crew put on a King
Neptune ceremony. I got some pie'!uru of 1te...hope they turn
out. They appointed a king and queen from among the passeng=
ers, and a bevy of the younger, better look girls in
swimming sults as King Neptune's court. They hold a mock trial
of anyone erossing the Equator for the first t{ime...in this
case some of the entertainers, and think of sq me crime they
have committed. On our last cruise we were amused vhen they
tried the fashion lectured, a pretty girl, but very slender
and thin, and her crime was "no boobs."

On this ship they have you purchase deck chalrs, and they are
yours fo r the duration of the cruise. Ve selected sore on
the promenade deck in the shade, and it is very delightful

to sit there and doze. Most are in the sun, but I don't much
want that much tan, and at times the wind urns violent, It's
been a 1little ro ugh, so thewater in the pools is churning u p
some.

Ther: is an indoor pool down on D deck, with a masseur for men
and masseuse for women, and steam rooms for each. Also an exer=-
cise room consisting o}‘ two rowing machines, three exereycles,
and two or three other appliances. I'm going down there vhen

I finish thisletter. One of our table companions goes down thepe
every morning at eight for a steam bath, rub down and swim be~
fore breakfast. But I'm not that ambitioms.

I participated in a dance class before lunch today, and they did
a little cha=cha and foxtrot. A very attractive English couple
hold the daily classes. You can take private lessons for a small
fee, but I don't think I'm interested.

The dance clasees are crowded and popular, with far more women
han men, so smme of the ladles have to dance with each other.
There is a very pretty blond girl I see everyvhere, about 20 or

21, and it seems she is from Abilene.

There is a cmple from Dallas on board, but I haven't talked to
them yet...and Tyler...and Houston; and the Protestant chaplain
is a prominent Fort Worth preacher.

They also have a Catholie priest and Jewish rabbi, with some
kind of church services every day.

I;:tgyiﬁ to b:ut; do:n rgn tge g{::ori;s bu&h:t':hdﬂfioult. Was
s a bar yeste ay. a 7« n the waiter came
%a wich 11tele nu.lagn,.{ whole plate of 'ems And I'd already
eaten all the peanuts.

Love,




January 30, 1975
Dear Erniednd Dorothy:

I want to thank you for your hospitality on recent visit to
Topeka. Wish you would come down to Fort Worth some time and
let us return the favor.

1 akways feel glad to get to Atchison. I have many fond meror=
ies there, as I guess you have, but I don't think I wo uld like
living there anymore.

We are a week and a half on our vo{aga and enjoying it hugely.
Fartha came ddwn with intestinal flu (%), but is now about re=
covered, There is a fine doctor on the ship, and one of the
nurses came to see her# at least seven times...very nice. Vith
all the old people I guess the doctors have their hands full.

One of the disconcerting thingu about the doetor calling vith
his nurse...they examined Martha, then in front of her discus-
sed the case in Dutch at length. That would be handy for most
doctors, I imagine.

On the staff is a Protestant minister, a Catholic priest and a
Jewish rabbi. The minister is from Fort Worth, a prominent and
fine preacher of a large Christian church, by the campus of TCU.
I've introduced myself, but he seems to avoid me...perhaps he
has enough of Texans at home.

1 have the impression the ship line gives free passage to t'ese
preachers in return for their services. In the case where wives
come, they probably have to have their passage paid. You should
chocf( into this, As far as I can see they have no other dutles
;:hnﬁy to conduct weekly services. The priest, of course, has a

a mass.

We spent most of yesterday at Salvador (Bahia), Brazil, It is a
city about the size of Fort Worth, but very old, and the orige
inal capital of Brazil some %00 years ago. (or maybe ioo). But
it rerinded me greatly of old Huropean citles, specifizally
Naples. I'm always fascinated by these cities with the little
narrow cobblestone streets, the tiny workshops, and the street
vendorsj which Salvador has aplenty.

The guides are very proud of their churehes, some 175...,all Cathe
olie, I grnumﬂ and I went into two of them. They were both very
ornate with walls covered with goldy and one especially, the San
Franeisco churech, the most beautiful I've seen outside of the
Vatican, All walls were covered with intricate gold figures, clear
ug to the ceiling, which must have been four stories high. The
story is that some gold miner who struek it rich donated the gold
and died with the secret of where it came from; they have never
found out. But I vonder at the ethies of having these palaces and
the fat priests, with boys begg outside, and eripnrles askin
for money everywhere you turn. thousands of people living
packing crates.

Love,




January 30, 1975
Dear Rick and Rosemary:

We're well on our way now, and gottin{ used to life on board
ship. Your mother had a couple of sick daysj probably intes-
tinal flu, but has pretty well recovered now. She went ashore
awhile yesterday in Salvador (Bahia), Brazil, and enjoyed the
sights...but had to pass up a longer tour we had booked.

If Naney and the baby come to stay with you, hope you have no
difficulty. I imagine Rosemary and the kids, along with you,
will enjoy the baby.

We love the ship, the first Dutch one we've been on., But it's
an old line, over 100 years oldjand every time I open my houth
to brag about all the cruises we've been on, someone tops me
with mamy, many morej most of them on this line.

Every other time we've been, tipping was advocated and expect-
edessbut this ship does not have it, and there are signs about
that tipping i1s not expected. Also, instead of paying for a
drink, or some service, you just llﬂl for it. That could spoil
one. ﬁut on boarding, we handed in our passports for safe keep-
ing in the ffont offlce, and I pepsume that if one did not pay
up on completion of the voyage, he'd be wlthout a paasport...
that's just a guess. But I've wondered what they'd do with a
real drunk, who could run up a fortune in drinks, then not be
able to pay for them.

There are plenty of activities, all day and into the evening.
There is a game called "Joker '}", where a girl sits all after-
noon and evenin iand if you want te play, vou play against the
tables Minimum 5 and maximmm $10. She has a deck of cards and
shuffles them and deals 7 onto squares in front of her. On the
table are laild out many squares and you put your dollar on the
square you want to bet. For instance, if you think she'll come
up with 5 black eards, you put your money there, and it pays

9 to 1 if she does.

Various other corbinations of cards, like a pair of any cards
or corbinations of colors, or suits, can be bet on. I tried 1t
once and got some $30 ahead, but ended up losing $6. That's
the only time I've played.

There are also bridge gemes, yoga, deck exercises, golf, danging,
a chess tbornament, plus na‘ing and snacks all day long.

There has been a daily movie, different every day, and ve saw
“Chinatown" with Jack Nicholson and Faye Dunawvay Lst night.
It was a good show, but pretty bloody.

The keep fit class exercises daily near our deck chairs, about

half en hour, and makes me feel old and decréped. Most are
oung people, with many of the young entertainers on the ship.
wish 1 oouid bend that way, anymore.

We are near the Equator and it's a little hot out, but the breeze
created by the ship makes it very pleasant on dect,

Love,




January 31, 1975
Dear Jack: '

We're in Rio, and snuek in early in the morning, so I missed
the :poctnuiar harbor entrance. But it's one of the most
beautiful harbors in the world, with hills and rocks rising
straight up out of the bay.

Some are sheer rock, that look as if a goat couldn't climb
them, and I doubt re's much on top for a geat to enjoy.

Martha and I grabbed a cab to Sugrd Loaf, vhere's a cable
car ride I wanted to take. I 100 upthe Portugese word for
"Sugar Loaf", whieh 1s "Pao de Acucar,” and told the driverj
and his reply was, "No, it's a Cbnvroiot."

Anyway, I took this Finiecular or cable car ride, which goes
up to a fairly high hill on one stage, then you get off, spend
some money in a bar and cureo shop, then take the other stage
to the final rocks About 100 feet from its destination, it
stopped and swayed for two or three minutes, while the oper-
ator tried to get someone on the phone, then finally we moved
very slovly the rest of the wvay. It seems a fuse had burned
outy and they had to crank us by hand. I don't think I'd 1like
to stay out ¢hepe very long. The cars are big and hold 75 peo-
ple. tha told me if she'd been on it, I'd be a widower.

Rio 1s an interesting ecity, closely resembling cities in Spain
and Italy...but it was nthod centuries ago by the Portuguese
and still has their ways and culture. There are miles of faney
hotels at Copacabana, facing a beautiful curv beach, with
mainly Americans and rich South Americans inhabiting ther...
but a few streets behind the hotels are very poor and a lot

of povertye.

A few hovels are seen perched on the side of hills, just built
out of sticks and stones, and we saw little kids carrying bun-
dles of broken boards, some of them not over five yeors old,
presumably to add on an annex to their hovel, But guides say
there are fewer all the time, as the governrent is buildin
many apartment houses, and the very poor are gradually moving
in them, under protol{, as they lose thelr views.

There are a few beggers; some scrawny looking @&d women with
several kids...I imagine most of the kids are borrowed. It oce
curred to me they probably have a begger's rent-a~kid bureau.

Brazilians ave a mixture of Indlan tribes who were here, Portu-
guese settlers, negro slaves; and great influxes thru tfle years
from Europe, Japan, etc. Consequently, there 1s every hue under
the sun in their faces, blonde to very black...but mostly some=
where in between. They n{ there is no race prejudice here, and
they intermarry freely. believe it.

Love,




February 1, 1975
Dear Bemis and Mary:

Thought I'd write and tell you 1'd escaped successfully from
Rios I certainly avolded & certain neighborhood, and thought
gbout borrowing a fake mustache from one of the entertainers,
but I always look freakish with red mustaches.

But we enjoyed Rio again, and hope we come back soon. We vere
amused that the Jewelers were aboard the Rotterdam, Just as
they were the France, but in not such great numbers, and the
tour director announced several times that we did not have to
be bothered if we didn't want to...but, H., Stern was the of=
ficial jeweler of the ship, and they have several show cases
aboard. The young fellow David and another from Sterns was
on board and 1.:{ yesterday.

Martha and I got smart this time. Ve just let Stern take up
upftown, then whipped out of the car and went about our bus-
iness. then today, we endé& up in Copacabana, so we sanntered
over to Sterns, sald they had offered to take us back to the
ship, and they sent us back with a nice car and driver all to
og:olns. Didn't evem have to lle to them about all our pur-
chases.

It's a popular misconception about jaded businessmen taking
"companions" on these vo*l es instead of thelr wives, but I've
o seen it once, that now of, But there is an ola woman
on board, nustMs in her late 70's or 80's, and she 1s never
seen without her young male companion, probably in his 30's.

I bring it up, because they were also on the France. You may
remember them. Th'g.l;oth wear wedding rings, so they may be
married to each other.

Also, the tour lecturer, Mr, Lyons, was on the France, and he
15 with his mother agaif, with all her hats. But she's a game
old gal, and we see her at every event.

The entertainment 1s excellent, and we have a different wovie
every night. Don't koow how long they can keep that up. One
of the passengers 1s Vistor Jory, an actor you have seen rany
times playing bit parts. He has put together several shorts
about fishing, surfing, a coon story, and a wonderful one o}‘
the life of bees with remarkable close-ups.

They had a MG film with all the best shots of their nusicals
in the last 50 years, and it was wonderful. I had to see it
twice, as I sav 1t once by ryself, then Martha wanted to go.
But ship officers got a lot of 1ip over it, as in the first
showing the projectionist answered 2 call of nature and left
the booth...naturally the film broke, and it was five or ten
minutes before anyone came, and the ﬁooth wag full of film,
some of it ruined.

We've got pretty fair dinner companions, but they don't come
pare with you, and Ed and Irene. Rio just wasn't the same
without you and Me going out and getting lost, Mary.

Love.




February 1, 1975
Dear Bobby and Dianet

We're well on our and getting used to ship life, One of
the hardships on :ﬁ ship (s¢ others) is knocking the walte
ers away who are trying to heap more food on our plates. It
seems silly, but ome of the main complaints is "But that's
too muchi” From the passengers.

I called in yesterday end everything in Fort Worth seems to
be pereolathyx:. Louise said Nancy and the baby vere fine, and
at Jane's. We didn't know his middle name, which turns out to
be "King."

People who are do all the squeking about the Bell system
ought to try some of these foreilgn ones. I tried to call from
the ship, but they don't have a shore phone in Rie, so T vent
to a phohe on the dock, fending off the jevelers. fried var-
ious coins, but none would go the slot, even one of my
Cottrell washers.

Then went to a shop nearby and they gave me a funny looking
slug, with grooves that fit grooves the phone receptables

B ut I tried dlaling various combinaticns, with absolutely
nefresults. Gave that up end went to an information booth, and
he said that was not a long distance phone...I would have to
go up the main drag "one block." Turned out more lile 2} riles.

Then had quite a hassel with a man in this office, with his
knovledge of Gnglish and mine of Fortuguese. Hut finally got
ughe

You and Diane would be in hog heaven here with all the rocks
and the things they make from thems There are hundreds of
stores here, more than I've ever seen anyplace else, with
all kinds displays of rock formations, and they've worked
all kinds of rocks into beautiful combinations. For instance
a popular one is small marble-sized rocks formed to resenble
bunches of grapes, with vines of silver. We priced a few and
came off empty handed.

Your mother and I tried to rent a car here, but had no luck.

One place we eanquired sald I would need a specilal internati-nal
drivers license, so we gave up. This place seems worse than Rome
«ssif that's possible, and 1s absolutely glutted with cars.
Traffie 1s wostly at a standstill, and they are parked in
crosswalks and up on the sidewdks. There aren't too many

lights (traffie), so you have to really run for your life.

Most of the cars are Volkswagens, mikRions of them, that are
made in Brazil. Far more than I ever saw in Cermany or [ure
opes The rest of the cars are a special small Ford or Cheyy
that you don't see in the States, about the size of the Core
olla. Ogceasionally a full size Awerican car, but they're rare.
And they all have hornsf I thought it would be fun to drive
here, but guess I'll have to remain frustrated.

Love,




10

February 2, 1975
Dear Dorothy amd Gene:

We're well on our way on our voyage, leaving Rio de Janeiro yester-
day, and are on our way to Cape Town, South Africe, to arrive next
Saturday, where this will be mailed...a journey of some six days
with nothing but ocean,

Our ship got away about 50 minutes late yesterday; they had an ame
bulance wai ting on the pier, and finally brought out an old lady
on a sort of chair lift, stuck her in the arbulance, and ve hoisted
the gang plank and took off. :

With this many people (about 850 passengers), and most of ther old,
I guess there are many ailments and accldents. We were oph tour in-
land to Petropolis, the old imperial center of Brazil, and an older
lady fell down a few steps at a rest stop, brealing her ankle and
sk her face. I vatched helplessly &s she had to crawl up the
steps on her hands and knees, as they were too steep and narrow for
anyone to help her.

This Petropolis is still a resort, being up in the spectacular moun-
talus, about 30 or 40 miles from ﬁio, and some %000 feet above sea
level, so is cool and pleasant. It ralned on us, and was ecloudy,
80 ve missed some of the scenery.

A couple of hundred years Brazil belonged to Portugal, and when
there were troubles in Portugal, the k i{cam to 1ive in Drazil...
and this was his summer pllace...a beautiful place, nov a puseum.
As you go in the door, a little man puts sort of felt scuffs on
your feet, over your shoes, and these have a dual purpose of not
scuffing {he floors, as w-il as polishing them. The little man
kept taking a Brudiﬁn note out of his pocket (worth sbout lhg)
then sticking it back in...as if the preceding tourist haa tipped
him that much. On the way out, I notleced him fingering an American
qu:rter, as if he had never seen one beforej and he probably had
not.

I get irked at some of these tourists. They insist on using Amere
ican money wherever they go, and usually it's an insult to the lo-
cal peoples Like somebody pompously insisting you transact busie
ness in Oklahoma City in Brazilian cusarosj and argueing 'hen you
won't take them. I always get loecal money first thing, and find
out what it's worthes..then translate any transaction into American
dollars for value comparison.

We have excellent entertainment on the ship. There are some 30 liste
ed on an entertainment sheet, inecluding Giselle lMcKenzle, as being
on the entertainment staff. | wondered at this great numﬁer, but
one of the staff explained that most of them are only going part
way. We are to pick up Giselle in Hong Kong., And a pair of good
singers, sistors who resemble Doris Day, Joined us in Lauderdale
and got off in Rio,

There are three groups playing in different locales, two dancing
teams, two or three singérs, an Austrian cou le who are excellent
magielans, a couple of flamengo dancers from Spain, a Broadway
capple (tfuirﬁnycd on Flddler on Iho Roof'y and she 1s a very
beautiful girl), plus enrythin; else, keeps us happy.

Love,




1

February 3, 1975
Dear Homer:

I hope you are gett on allright with the house, and have no
problems. We appreciate your staying there. This a different
world and so totally involving, we haven't had much time to worry
about things at home.

We get a daily news sheet, multilithed on both sides, with news
of the world...wars and rumors of wars, and all the multiplieiyy
of troubles in the world. But I guess {nere 18 no more or less
than in the past, or will be in the future.

There are some deck sports going on, but so far I haven't partie
cipeted in them, Mostly people plnylng ghuffleboard so far, There
are a few deck tennis nets up, but have seen no takers. It's playe
ed something like tennis and handball...a small high net, and a
rope hoope The trick is to return the hoop immediately after it
is caught, and throw it where vour opponent ain't. Rules, vhich

I don't know too eclearly, a-e similar to tennis...but of course
the court is much smaller. It's a fast gare.

The food 1s great on this ship...but then I haven't seen one with
poor food, I don't imagine they could last long in this compate
itive field with poor food. But I often wish it wasn't quite so
succulent, and it would be easier to back off from the table.

What makes it doubly hard is that the menus contain no right col-

umn, Anything on them 1s yours for the ordering...eight or ten

courses if you want...with no eharge. It's all inecluded in the

cruise fare. I get a 1little put out with people who ret a big

plate, or many plates, just eat a little, then the rest of that

g:ll:i: ous and prectous food has to go over the side to feed the
shes.

For breakfast we have a choice., Ve can go to our regular dinirg
table and place anywhere from 8:00 to 9:30, and eat ‘rom the meruj
or they have a buffet type dining room calied the ILido where you
can eat from 8:00 to 11:00...with all kind of goodies. I try to
avoid the Lido, for I can't help loading my plate down.

For lunch, &gain we have & choi@e...our regular dining table and
place, or the Lido. The latter has windows overlooking the ocean,
;.nd a gdoat organist; and is a very beautiful room, imaginatively
ecorated.

For dinner we have to go to our regular places. Sorething ve did
not anticipate or hear about...most evenings are formal, -ith

the men wearing tuxes and the ladies formal dresses, I 414n't even
bring cne, so 1 Just wear a coat the tie. Martha has one or two
formals vlth her

We have a very good wailter, an Indonesian boy named Franz, who
Just serves our table of six. He speaks broken English, but seens
to get the orders straight. Wringing wet, maybe he weighs 90
poundl;l:nd he's typical of most of them. Probably around 30
years old.

Hope I haven't bored you with just this "food" letters
Love,




February 3, 1975
Dear Bob and Helen:

We're well on our way now, out in the mid-Atlantic between Rio
de Janeiro and Cape Town, South Rffiriea., It's a gorgeous day out
and wost of the suneworshippers are out on deck. I piek up a 11‘-
tle tan from walk around, but don't nuch care to be b rown
all over...as therefs a rumor it's bad for the skin in later
years.

There's a couglo on the ship we see frequently...both of them
very tanjand see them out in the sun every day. He looks like
he's in his 50's,fairly athletile; but up close she looks like
she's approaching 90...terrible wrinkles and weathered face.
But to see them at a distance daneing they look fairly young.

They have excellend movies, and a beautiful theater that holds
about 620, It has a baleony, and is as large as many I've seen
aghore, Our stateroom is directly under the stage, and every
day We hear this thumping and banging over!mad...{he entertain-
ers are rehearsing on the stage. So we can pretty well tell what
is ;n the program for tonights..tap daneing, or ballet, or whate
evef.

We picked up a couple of excellent men singers in Rio, to re-
place two girls who got off there, We liked them so much we
stayed for two performaances last night. They usually put on two,
for first and second sittings.

There are numerous bars on the ship, but so far have not encounte
ered any drunks. N then on cmises you see these sodden
wretches who never sober up. They don't seem to push drinking as
much as usual, on the Rotterdam.

So far we've made no friends to pal around with. There are nume
erous ones we talk to occasionally, but we don't have too much
11‘2; common with our table companions, and usually see them only
at m eals.

There are a cou ple of Negro couples on board, and they seer to
be the life of the party. Very likable, especlally one of the

.gnn and as he's a great dancer, is popular with a bunch of the
adies.

There's a dally daneing class, which I usually go to, and it takes
place in 15 minutes fron now., They seem to noncentra%e onthe cha-
cha and foxtrot, which I like. They offer private dance lessons for
a spmall fee, but don't think we'll take them up on that. For some
reason, all of the dancing couples we've seen on these ghips are
Englishe..perhaps they are brought up from ehildhood with more
da.nc!.ng in their background than Americans or other races...l
don't knows On the English ships, though, we noticed, most of

the English know these involved rltual dances, that we as Amers
icans had never heard of.

The ship grovidos a couple of men (I call them gigelos, although I

'&ZT” :n;y ttu‘x'o.n‘t:) who nr: evidently htlzed Jliutdto gune- it the
ladies ey are present everywhere a as
%ﬁ'i‘?& ones Yo danbe. s there ar:runy.s:lﬁlovggs?gi thinke

N

Love,
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February 3, 1975
Dear Herbs:

We're well on our way, out in the middle of the Atlantie, a cou=-
ple of days out of Rio, and enjoyding beautiful sunshine and b almy
weather. This is still below the equator and I imagine it would be
quite hot if there were land here.

We saw a ridiculous movie last night, "Sugarland" with Goldie Hahn,
and it was a takeoff on Texas. This couple were holding a highway
patrolman prisoner in his patrol car for a couple of days, and half
the patrol cars in Texas were following him, plus a couple from
Louisiana...the biggest farce you ever saw. Several people told us
they felt embarrassed about itj but I enjoyed it.

So far we are having a different movie every night (I don't know

how long they can keep that up), and they have been very good as a

rule. The auditorium is reserved one night for a crew movie. Ane

other movie was "Showdown" with Dean Martin and Rock Hudsonj and

;ghigatg\m" with Faye Dunawayj and tonight we have "Bang the Drum
owly.

There was an attractive lady on board with a very pretty daughter,
and 1t turned out she was from Abilene, the wife of a state Bena-
tor, named Ann Jones. I talked to her a time or two and was look~
ing forward to more conversations, but I haven't seen either since
leaving Rio...I suspect they stayed there.

I've been getting some pilctures along the way, and the battery nlay-
ed out on one 6f the cameras, so I went into at least 10 camera
shops in Salvador and Rio, and finally found one at Copacabana.
There seen to be lots of camera nuts on board, some vith movie
cameras, and several with two or three complicated cameras hang-
ing around their necks.

But the surprising thing i1s that the crew is out on their deck snap-
piﬂidpicturea 1like mad when we leave a porte..Il would think they f
wo be used to it by now and ignore picture taking.

I usually take several laps around the deck daily, in company with

a few others, which is about 1/5 of & mile. One 1ittle old lad

who goes by with sort of a Groucho Marx lope, turns out to be

}i':ul old, and I'll bet she makes 20 laps dahy...she keeps pass-
g mes

Speaking of walking, we saw a big church on a hill in Rio...the
hill was shaped sor& of like a cucumber on end...pure rock., The
gulde sald there were 365 steps up to the church, and if sinners
go up the steps once a year on their knees, they receive penance,
and all their sins are forgiven for each day. I think I'd rather
take my chances with getting caught with my sins intact.

I went to a group dance lesson today, and learned (?) sters in the
maringay and a dance called the side-saddle. There are three nice
dance floors on the ship, and one is made of copper, semgt of ham-
mered, that's about 24 feet across, round. I'll bet that cost
plenty. But I imagine as these ships age, and are replaced, some
of the fixtures from the old ships are put into the nev...for in-
stance this is the fifth Rotterdam. On the Frnnﬁc they had deck
blankets and chairs off the 4d Il de France and ormnniie, dated
as far back as 1915.

Love,




February 4%, 1975
Dear Bess:

We're out on the high seas, heading for Cape Town, South Africa.
I went out on deck early tfxia morn ing for a turn or two, and it
was fog| put the sun wasfrying to break thru, and it looks as
if it wﬁi be a nice day.

We are well belom the Equator, and it's usudlly piheasant on
deck. We have a deck chair for each of us, but we chose some in
enclosed areas, in out of the sun. It'sfleasant to lay there and
see the world go by. Quite a fewpassengers, me among them, have
a dglily ritual of so many laps around the &uk, and 5% laps make
a mile.

We are quite lazy, and one could get spoiled by this life. We us~
ually get up nbou! 8:00, and go get breakfast, with a 9:30 time
limit on our showing up. The steward usually has our room made
u? when we get back, and I'll sit down and write a letter or two.
I'm certaingy glad 1 brough¥this typewriter...I can think while I
type, but hand writing is too slow for me.

Then we usually go sit on deck for awhile, talk to somebody and
walk around the ship a little. They serve boullion on deec! about
10300, and that's good.

If you're energetic there's golf lessons, icia, trapshooting, shuf-
fleboard, and a strenuous exercise class at 11:00. If you're lazy,
there's ﬁ‘unch lessons, bridge playing (lots of them doing &hat),
gin rummy, a daily boolk review, and others. And dance lessons.

There's _an author on board you might have heard of, Taylor Cald-
wellesssI don't know which one she is, but have heard of her. Also
a movie actor, Vietor Joryjand an opera star, Richard Goodlake.
He's a nice fellow, and I've had two or three interesting conver-
sations with him in the steam room.

Then lunch around 1@:30. I usually go down and work out in the gym
for a few minutes after lunch, have a session in the steam roomj
sometimes a massagej and once a swim. The gym and pool are down
fairly far in the ship, in the middle fore and aft. I took a swim
once there and it was bitter cold. 1 started to get out, but peo~
ple were watehing, so gritted my teeth and braved it. But there
are some valiant souls who go wwimming there every day.

There is another pool on deck, in the sunshine, and it is far more
popular. But we have no kids on board, and very few young people,
so there's not much cutting up around the pool. The few people
laying around in swimming suits just remind me that "My God, I too
am growing old, and do I look like that?" I'm afraid I do.

Usually there's a movie or minor entertainment around %:00; then
people usually rest before dinner. After that is solid entertainment
until bedtime, Today there's two movie shorts on India, a port lec-
ture on Africa, another feature movie at 8:00, and a passenger tal-
ent show at 10:00. So 1t's an interesting 11!‘., and ve are thor-
oughly enjoying it.

Love,
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February 5, 1975
Dear Idas

We're far out at sea now, on the s.s. Rotterdam, a Duteh ship, and
enjoying it thoroughly. We touch California only at San Dicgci on
Wednesday, April 2, for six hours. So guess we'll miss you this
trip. Am ‘orry. 1

We're halfway between Rio and Cape Town, South Africa, a distance
of about 3200 miles, and I got up early this morning {o view an
interesting island, Tristan da Cunha, that is 1600 miles from the
nearest magnland, e Cape of Good Hope, Afriea.

We anchored briefly about a mile off this island, and a longboat
with 11 men aboard came out to the ship for a brief visit. Among
them was the postmaster, and they took off two maill sacks, which
they'll process, stamp, and put aboard the next ship, which may be
two gr three mon&hl off. They are supposed to have a rare and unie
que stamp, much sought after by stamp collectors, which is the only
reason to mail anything here, as it may not reach its destination
for six months or so. Ve too!’« aboard a couple of sacks of mail from
them, which I suppose we'll drop in Cape Town, oup next stop.

Ever since we left Rio, we've had 23«hour days, vhich make a dif-
ference in your sleeping habits. The changes v!n slow down after
we reach Afriea, and upon reach the International Date Line,
will start gett 25-hour days. Someone said we will lose a day
out of our lives when we cross that line, and I haven't thought it
through yet.«.but it seems likely. When we went last year to the
Orient, we lost a Monday somewhere along the line, but later had
two Fr!dayn but that was a round trip. This time we are going
around the world, and I can't figure where we'll piek up an extra
day, Maybe we'll have to make another trip around, going the other
way, to the west.

I got up at 5:30 this morning, to see us come up to Tristan da Cunha
and it was hardly light yet, and low ¢louds prevented us seeing/ the
island very elearly. I find these out-of-the-way places fascinating,
so feel the early was worth it.

The island was discovered first early in the 1500's, by a Portuguese
explorer, and was named after him, n forgotten and rediscovered
in turn by the Dutch, French, Americans and English in later years.
Three Americans stayed there for three years about 1800, collecting
seal skins and oil for tmade to ships. When Napoleon was imprisoned
on nearby St. Helena (200 or 300 miles away), a garrison of British
soldiers was stationed on Tristan da Cunha, 1n case anyone tried to
rescue Napoleonj but they were withdrawn in 1817.

Later a few British soldiers were stationed on the island, and one
obtained leave to settle the island about 1854, He vas Jolned by
whalers and shipwrecked sailers, and the present inhabitants are
descended from them. Now the uinnd, and nearby four uninhabited
ones, are dependencies of St. Helena.

The people living here are English and speak with British accents,
and are supposed to be very inbred. There are less then 300 of them,
with more men than women.

Love,




February 5, 1975
Dear Joe:

Hope everything at the shop is going fine. I enjoyed the talk last
Friday with Hovard, David and Louiaﬂand they brought me up to date.
Martha called Jane yesterday and talked to Nancy...she was dying to
have mother-talk with them both. She asked Jane to pineh the babv
so she could hear him, but Jane told her she could pinch him vhen
she got home, thank you!

We have Indonesian waiters, most of them small and dark, vho do a
pretty good Job, but English isn't their strong point. But guess
hey are smarter than us, for in addition to their native tongue,
tg:y understand Dutch, wfxieh is spoken by the European crev of this
ship.

Anyway, yesterday we had a French dinner, with frog legs and the
whole bit, ineluding petit fours (?) \«hieh are delicious little
French pastries. Martha asked our vnitor if he could sneak us a

few petit fours onto a dish so we could eat them later in our cabin.
He came out with this big covered dish wrapped in a towel, and we
went home. Later when we worked up an appetite (13 minutes), ve
found two giiuntio frog legs on the dish with all the tr:lnmingl,
as big as chicken legs. We're wondering what he thinks of these
crazy Americans who want sflessert of frog legs after a big dinner.

A fellow last night asked another one if virgin wool came from the
Virgin Islands. said no, it comes from the fastest sheep.

We are this moment steaming away from a little island in the middle
of nowhere, where we anchored an hour or so this morning; while the
postmaster there came out in a longboat to give us some mall, and
pick up some from us, which they'll process, and put on the next
ship in two or three months,

The island is Tristan da Cunha, and is about 1600 miles from Rio
and 1600 miles from Cape Town. Just a few miles square, it is one
glant voleano. Supposed to be quite high, but we had low clouds
and could see up perhaps 1000 feet.

A small erayfish cannery and the little income they get from their
postage stamp business (printed in England), is about their only
source of income. There are less then 300 feople there. There was
an unexpected volcano eruption in 1961, and all the people vere
taken off and went to England. After two unhlpp{ {enra there, all
but 1% returned to the island, and they're still here.

The Tristan crayfish is supposed to be a delicaey, and is frozen
here, shipped to South Africa twice a year, then most of it is
sent to the states. One of the men who came out in the longboat
talked to me and several other puungu-l and said they were very
inbredd...that there were only seven families. One of the passeng=
ers was crude enough to ask if there was much incest, and the man
said he had not personally experienced it, but bupposed there wag.

There 1s a small electric generator at the canning factory, which
supplies the rest of the swall town, but eh%turn it_off at 7:00
c{or{ niu.:m so they depend on gar fin for both lgpplmntlﬁ
lighting hntins. §§ said they had unique refrigerators that
r,n off paraffin, as well.

Ve,
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February 6, 1975
Dear: Aunt Gladys:

We're well at sea and getting used to this life. We'll be spoiled
when we get home, for this loafing and good entertainment every
night might be cateching.

Tonight, for :I.nst:arxcei the entire entertainment group is putting
on "Oklahoma," and we're seen and heard them practicing it for a
week. There are good entertain ers, and we thoroughly enjoy them.

We're looking forward to Capetown and South Africa day after to-
morrow. The tour lecturer gave a talk yesterday on some of the
things we'll see, then a film of the various African animals. It
seems there are several game parks, and we intend to see about
three of them. The best are too far from the ship...so we'll get
them on a future trip.

Several are glorified Lion Country Safaris, like we have at home,
with fences between the various species. But we want to see gen-
uine game preserves with the animals living as they have since the
old days.

We saw an interesting island yesterday...Tristan da Cunha...about
1600 miles in each direction from any continent. It i a volcano
rising some 7,000 feet above the water, and goes some 12,000 feet
to the bottom of the ocean, making it one of the tallest mountains
on the earth.

It is inhabited by less then 300 people, who are served by a twice-
yearly supply ship from Capetown.. Four other small islands in the
vieinity are uninhabited, except for great numbers of birds, seals,
elephant seals, and a few wild cats, descendants of tame ones.

Quite a few seals call this home, and whales are supposed to be
abundant here. Blue sharks make swimming unsafe. The inhabitants
collect great numbers of bird eggs in the fall. I don't know what
they do with them, except perhaps eat 'em.

When we paused there yesterday, ndme of the inhabitants came on

board, and I was in a group that talked to one. He same girl births

outnumber boys for so me reason, making more women than men...and

a total of around six births occur a year. They have a school with

around three teachers. He spoke with a good British accent. All the

?:g looked somewhat alike, which is understandable, as they must be
red.

There are several very old people on board, and half a dozen in
wheel chairs. Someone said they should not come on a trip like this,
but I argued that it's wonderful...far better than staying at home
in a home or something, and staring at four walls. Here there's 10ts
of things going on they can watech, if they want; a doctor and a hos-
pital; and lots more attention than they'd get at home. People seem
to go out of their way to be nice to them.

We have a couple at our dining table, Canadians in their mid-70's,
very nice; but she is having a hard time with sickness, and_the
are talking of abondoning the_cruise in Capetown, seeifg_a 1ittle
of Africa, then flying home. But that would be a’shame. I don't
think it's really seasickness.

Love, @ e @
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February 6, 1975
Dear Lindas

We're far from land on our voyage, between Brazil and South Africa,
and we expect to get to the latter day after tomorrow, Saturday.
We have only one day in Capetown, which is not nearly enough, but
we'll see the general area.

We've booked a tour on a bus which will take us thru the country-
side on an alleday trip lasting about eight hours. Ve usually have
a choice on these ports...see them on our own, or with a ship-spon-
sored tour. We go about half-and-half. Preferably, take a bus tour
in the morning of arrival and see the high points, then spend the
rest of the day, or days, getting around on our own and hitting the
spots that interest us the most.

A few times we've rented a car on our own, and ranged out on the
countryside, which is great, We tried to do this in Rio, but they
seem to have local nl%rieuom on car rental, and we couldn't find
Avis or Hertz.

There is a great deal of mus on the ship, with three groups going
at different times. They all play good music (to our ears, as most
of the passengers are middle-aged or old), but their wbidity 1s from
poor to fair. An intercom in our cabin has music on all day, with
wonderful tapes (and no commercials).

By far the choice listening and dancing music is by an organist,
Bob Hull, who is energetic and willing to play long hours every
day. He ﬁaa two organs, Japanese ones, and plays striectly from
memory. I've tape recorded some of his playing. He's quesr for
automatic rythm, and never varies it during a piece; but that
nkom: for great dancing...waltz, cha-cha and foxtrot, as wellés
swing.

There are two couples on board, both middle-aged, who are dancing
every time a note is played. Hours every day. They never dance
with anyone else, and obviously love it. The rest of us take it or
leave it, and occasionally change partners.

There is also a great pilanist on board, but he is elusive. He is
filling the shoes of musical director as well, so is busy doing
that all day and accompanying stage acts. I've never heard him

play by himself, which he is supposed to do every night at mid-
night at one of the bars. I stayed up a couple of nights ago to
hear and perhaps tape one of his sessions, but "e looked in and
saw only one or two of us in the bar, shrugged and went to b ed.

We have great entertainment with some 15 or 18 entertainers at a
time, But a night or two ago had a passenger amateur night, and it
was painful. There was not wuch announcement ahead of time, and I
was giving some thought of asking the man if I could use h!s organ
and perhaps practice up for a piece; but I wouldn't be good enough
and it turns out none of them were. Une woman played a piano

her playing was superb, but insisted on singing, and that kihod
it. Another man ggt up and recited some from Fair Lady," and
kept forgetting his lines, and put in more "uhs" than I had heard
in a long time. But it's all in fun, and I admired their guts.

Love,




19

February 7, 1975
Dear Al:

We're in the South Atlantie now, and having a good time. A cast of
14 entertainers put on "Oklahoma" last niiht, and it was vonder-
ful, I sat on the front row and got some plectures. Got carried avay
and took six of them, Usually one or two (or none) suffices me.

But they were wonderful, expeclally considering that their talents
mostly lie elsewhere. For inst s some of the dancers sang, &
ventriliquist danced, the stage manager sang a l0101 and a pair
of Spanish damers who don't know much Bnglish sang in the chorus.
It would be interesting to hear their version of the words of Oke

Martha and I are personally glad 1t's over, because our cabin lies
directly beneath the stagej and as they've been rehearsing in the
theatre almost around the c¢lock, we've had some weird thumping from
the dances at odd hours.

This is an unusual mornings.we are a day out of Capetown, and when

we got up and went to breakfast everyone was talking about the

breakdown. Hadn't noticed, but we arec laying dead in the water.

Some kdnd of mechanical fallure in the engine roomj and have all

night, it seems, been sitting here...some 600 miles out of South

gr}:}cai I;:t the seas are calm, and we hadn't noticed any motion or
ek o .

Of course there is considerable bitching among the passengers, and
I imagine they are giving the crew hell., But there's nothing any-
one ean do about it...I'm sure it's like a breakdown ve have oc=
cesionally; we don't like them, but they happen, and we do the
best ve can.

One can imagine the thousand repercussions a standstill like this
can mean. T\:g: alerted to come a different time; tours cancelledj
suppliers delayed; it not only affects the some 1500 people on the
ship, but in some way, thousands more.

But we've been very luecky. This 1s the first mechanical breakdown
we've every experienced, which is remarkable in a complicated ma=
chine like a ship.

A typical African story: A man entered a cannibal ressaurant, and
on scanning the menu, saw listed: "missionaries 20¢ per portion
natives 30¢ per portion, hipples $2.00 per portion." The man asfsed
the cannibal waiter why the vast difference in prices...wh§ por-
tions of hippies were so much more. "Did you ever try to clean one,"
was the answer.

One of our fellow passengers told of a cruise where an old man was
ied ay ger wife, fairly attractive. The old man died,
and she arranged burial at sea the next day. As she watched hir go
into the drink, she said "Goodbye Herman," then proceeded to have
the time of her life the rest of the crulu, not missing a thing.

As we're laying here dead in the water, some opportunists amon

the_crew h:yvo ines over, and are rishlng. Ry uonulin nlaitic

gallon bottles for floati, butnhlvog't seen hing caugﬁt yet.
egards,
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February 7, 1975
Dear Hap and Cherry:

Aunt Betsy and I are having lots of fun, and our only regret is
that passing days will eventually bring an end to this wonderful
existencey this ship life.

We had some sort of mechanical failure during the night, which re-
sulted in our getting in Capetown at midnight tomorrow lnstoad of
the scheduled glOO asme That means we will leave at noon Sunday,
and have only half a day therej and will miss LCast London alto-
gether. After that we should be back on schedule.

We're baeck movlnid-gain after some 12 hours of laying dead in the
waterss.have no ldea what happened, except a statement from the
bridge that "due to technical reasons we will arrive about 12
hours late in Capetown. At the present tire some repairs are be-
ing carried out which are expected to be finished at noon today."

I've been going down every to a weight room they have on board

and doing some cnrc:lu.ng. Among other thinil they have a eoupio
of rowing machines, and I've spent enough time on them that I

am going to put in for a rebate on our fare, in return for helping
the ship along.

They have little cards by the door that you can leave on your door=
k nobsesand they left each passenger 12 to 15 "do not disturh" signs
seefrom the looks of most of these old people, one or two "do not
disturb'signs would last the voyage.

On the other side of the card 1s noted "please make up this room,"
for the benefit of stewards. My favorite hbbby is finding a do not
disturb _sign, and turning overs..which I'm sure 1s interesting at
times. I only regret I'm not there to witness the consequences.

As we laid still in the water, noticed a lot of debris that the
crew threw over during the night. At first glance, this is real
polution, but after some thought, it isn't really. Of course, on
these uhlpa, overythﬂ.ni.gou over the side thet's garbage. Every-
thmz that's edib le, eaten by the fish and sea animels on the
way to the bottom. Paper and plastic is dissolved by the sea water,
and everything else (even glass) 1s eventually gone by action of
sea chenmicals.

The oceans are so vagt, you can't imagine the size, Even the small
Mediterranean Sea takes several days to eross, out of sight of
la.ndt and I would imagine if you took all the bottles of the vorld
and threw them overboard in that small sea, it wouldn't raise it
half an inch.

Of course cleanup was badly needed in harbors and nesar land; and

we have noticed that most (even New York harbor) are vastly cleaner
than they used to bej but I think tkis polution in the seas is
exaggerated, We've never seen an oll slick, and hardly ever any
debris, except near coasts with boards or ioga floating oeccasi-nally.

Hope this finds all three of you well and happy.
Love,
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Dear Mels

Martha and I are eruis again...at the moment off the coast &f
South Afriea. We had a 12-hour engine-room breakdown yuterdnyl
which is costing us the port of Capetown, but we're due In Eas
London, sBag# Africa, on Monday. From talking to other passengers,
breakdowns are very rare; and we've never experienced one ourselves.

February 8, 1975

We're looking forward to South Afriea, Although our visits will be
brief, we are to make four ealls a¢ African ports, in South and
Cast Xfrica. We both wish we could stay longery but this voyage
is sort of skimming around the world, and perhaps later we can
come back for a more extended stay to see things we are most ine
tensely interested ina

Staying several days, as we did in Western Samoa, certalnly enhances
a trip. We are still talking about that wondorfui time, and 1t keeps
getting better as we go along.

But anyway, Africa is an immense continent, about four times the
size of :gs United States, and contains some 50 countries, nost
very delapidated and prilltivo. We visited Dakar, Senegal, on the
west coast of Afriea, in 1973 and found it extremely interesting,
but not a place yw'«! want to live. It's on the edge of the Sa-
hara desert, and while it has many modern buildings and good
streets, there's lots of poverty and a white person can hardly
walk down the street withotit being beseiged by beggers and ped-
dlers, desperate for a little money.

Senegal was a French colony until fairly recent years, and it looks
like when the natives voted them out, progress nopp«i about there.
We got on one or two fairly decent freeways, but a little bit out
of town, they just petered out into the desert and scrub bush.

We are scheduled to go on two mini safaris, one full day out of
Durban, South Africa; and one out of Mombasa, Kenya, for a day.
The r'xdhlp Just spends 114 hours at the first, and 10 hours at the
second.

Ve've observed that many of the passengers just come along for the
ride on these cruises. Ye'll ask someone if they're looking forvard’
to s¢ 4;0 port, and they'll say, "OhyI wouldn't go ashore there," or
“I've been there many times and I don't want to see it again." Ape
parently thnz.Jmt love the ship life, and sort of resent us tbuche
ing ports. They have a point, as the hre 1s wonderful; but we love
to see these different places, and even if we've been there befcre
there is always an mmmne...sm thingn you want to see again
and others that you mlssed on previous visits.
We like best to rent a car with me driving, and roam around on
our own, That way you can stop and see interesting things that may
not appeal to a hired driver, or & bus full of other people, Usuale
1y you can get good maps, so getting hopelessly lost is not a prob-
lem. I do that sometimes when afoot in large cities, but usually
manage to get a cab eventually, and after some language diffieule
tioa have always gotten back lo the ship on time. We've potten a
little smarter, and now somehow E" a deseription of the ship's
looau?n in the native language to show drivers. A time or twvo we
couldn't tell them, and it v;: :;;’ interesting.

gards,
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February 8, 1975
Dear Loulse:

This is one o f the few letters I've ever written because I could
not find anything else to do. Don't worry, I was going to write
you next, anyhow.

It's about %:30 in the afternoon, and a little chilly out, which
eliminates much deck walking, The sea 1s echoppy, vhich wakes 1t
a little rough. No entertainment was planned for today, because
this waghupposed to be a day in Capetown, South Africa. But v e
had a 12-hour breakdown yesterday, and thet eliminated Capetown
from our iBinerary.

Martha and I take things like that in our stride, but a lot of
these people are taking it personally and giving the erew hell,
Sore inland tours of Afrieca have had to be eancelled by American
Express, who are handling all tours on this cruise, and they're
getting it also. Feel sorry for them.

In addition, the movie showing is featuring Barbra Stheisand, and
I despise her. And I got a book out of the library yesterday which
is a dud...So00. Martha said maybe we should take in the movie any-
wﬁ’ but I told her I enjoy sulking about it, and feeding my preje
udlces.

In preparation for Afriea, we'ra getting some lectures and read-
ing matter; and are really looking forward to it, particularly
two visits we are to make to game preserves. I had never thought
about it, but we were told that the reason millions upon millions
of bufraio and practieally nothing else grew in America in the
early days, was because of the vegetatlon, the prairle grass
vh%:;l‘x. woul& support little else, and was not even very luitaﬁla for
cattle. 3

But Africa 1s nearer the Equator, hotter; and the southern part
where the animals grew had plenty of vater. This made for dozens
of different plants, trees and vegetatlon, and animals developed
which would "hnrvn"' this vegetatlon. Giraffes ate from the tops
of trees, other animals ate lower trees and bushes, and still oth-
ers ate Ehe grass.

To prevent any one specles fror taking over, meat eaters stalked
the ﬁaas and tree eaters, and ate any old or veakened ones, thus
upholding survival of the fittest. Buzzards and ants kept the place
neat and tidy.

But man broke the cyele, and he is rapidly driving out all the ani-
mals. There are a few game preserves left, but some of ther are
little more than large zoos, on the order of Lion Country Safari.
The ones we are to see are, we hope, still in their wild state with
animals ruaning feee, without fences between the species,

South Africa 1s a rieh and develop nation, and is rapidly being
paved over, as the saying goes. We' begin ‘o see part of it day
after tomorrow, Monday, when we land at t London. Ve are sup=-
posed to stop the ship briefly tonight, gossip goes, to discharge
a very slck man in to a small boat, when we pass opposite Capetown.
But probably all we'll see vil%obc the lights.

ve,
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February 9, 1975
Dear John and Phronzie:

Martha and I are well on our trip now, this be the 23rd day,
and 1t's fleeing rapldly. Befere long 1t'1l be t to go home,
and we're not a bilt homesicks That's one sickness I've never been
too badly inflicted withe. 1 like home, and am fond of many peo-
ple there, but there are so many interesting things to do and see
on these lripl. 1 never get tired of them.

This has been a record streteh at sea, since leaving Rio...8%
days without touching land. We were scheduled to spend yesterday
at Capetown, South Africa, but we missed it due to a breakdown.

We witnessed an interut.'m! procedure last night. Right after
dark we came within five miles of @apetown (and the lights were
beautiful), withd the high peaks behind it, and stopped out to
let a coupio of passengers off.

The sea was slightly rough, and pretty soon a small tug cane out,
bobbing up and down quite a bit., Luekily Martha and I had grand-
stand seats to ity a window directly above. They had floodlights
on the scene, and a ladder down the side. It was too rough to
lower the la&dor onto the boat, as it would get smashed, so0 any-
one passing back and forth had to jump for 1%,

It seems a man had a heart attack, and another one had a broken

leg, and the doctor wanted to get them ashore to a hospital. At

{ér.;t. the sailers passed up some mail hags, and then ve gave
somes

After quite a walt, some boys came down the ladder (it wag in-
@lined...not up and down) carrying & wheel chair with the man
and his broken leg, and they tinafly got him onto the deck of the
little tugy and wheeled him into the cabin, He didn't look
like he was enjoying it. We thought the long wailt was to get him
drunk enough so he wouldn't mind,

Then after a while they came out with a man on a stretcher, and

struggled with him down the narrow ladder. le was consclous, and

I imagine that trip really puckered him up. A couple of boys from

:go ship stayed with themy and we hoisted up the ladder and saile
awaye

I imagine those two attendants will fly to meet us in Rast Tondon
tomorrow. I heard the heart attack vietim was a 50-year-old man,
traveling alone, who had booked two long eruises after this one.
He had had a previous heart attack, and thought these eruises
would help him recover. I imagine after that trip down the ladder
he haghad a third cne by now,

I certainly enjoyed the visit with yeu, &nd Mrs. Guy. We heard aft-
er we embarked that Naney had her baby, a 9 pound, 2 ounce boy, and
is doing fine. We have called in a couple of times, and this morne
ing had mail call from that we received from Capetown. Had & letter
from Naney,and Jane, Martha's siter. :

I was asking Martha at these various ports, you hear babies eryin
in English...why do they switch gthem gvor !oyothor fungungu ﬁ'te;?

Love,
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February 10, 1975
Dear Don:

We're beginning to feel like the lost Dutchman, having to cruise
forever. This makes 9% days without stepping on land, and ve're
running out of topies of conversation, except griping.

We missed Capetown because of a mechanical breakiown, and were
seheduled to spend todl; in East London. I woke up early and heard
the anchor go down, so I dressed and rushed up on deck. What I had
heard was the anchor coming up, and we were merrily sailing away.
It seems "there was no berth for us," so we are going on to Durban,
South Africa, and should get there early tonight. Don't know wheth-
er that means it was too erowded, polities, or what.

We're running out of things to do. Have seen so many African films
I'm getting tired of them. May go up after awhile to the American
Express office after awhile, Jjust to listen to people come up and
biteh about tours they've m!lud.

I didn't read my literature before coming on this tour very well,
and it seems almost every night the dress is to be formal, which
means tuxes for the men and formals for women. Martha brought a
couple of formals, but I've jJust been getting by on a necktie and
sport coat, which seems formal enough for me. She bought me a bow
tie and ruffled shirt, which I'm wearing some, but I have to be
careful not to splll soup on it, as it's my only one.

1 took a trip up the bridge yesterday, which was very interesting.
Usually on these cruises they invite passengers up once or tvice,
and take their pictures at the wheel. But on this one we're wel-
come four hours every day, as long as we're well out at sea. So

1 think I'11 meke it a habit to go up there. It's a marvelous
feeling to be up that high, with all the ship below you, and the
various instruments clicking away.

Yesterday they were very busy, as there is. heavy shipping around
here, a lot of it tankers and merchant ships coming around the
cape from the Far East and the Middle East, bound for Europe and
the States. When the Suez canal opens, it will probably eliminate
some of this traffic, as that will be quite a shorteut, going
thru the Mediterranean.

All these ships have stabilizers, which are fins sticking out 15
feet from each side, near the fiont, and they are governed by gyro-
scopes, which automatically feel a wave or surge coming, and work .
rather like alerons on an airplane, twisting up or down as the need
be to compensate the side roll. They work pretty well on rolling
but noone has figurcd out yet how to overcome the straight up am!
down of the front and rear of the ship. On a ship this big that's
not a bad sensation, and I for one like it.

They had all the other instruments going yesterday...@epthometer,
which tells how far down the bottom isj radar, which is far differ-
ent than the primitive kind we had dur the wary and automatie
pilot. They just set a course, and it keeps to it. They don't even
have a wheel on this ship. Suppose there's one hidden somewhere for
emergencies. I was curious why they always drop the anchor when ve
are at a Eior and the man sald on another ship someone pushed the
wron, ibu': on 3ne-, started engines, and tore up the dock and anoth-
er ship.
Regards,



25

February 12, 1975
Dear JiM:

Thought I'd write to you this morning...a fellow-passenger resembles
you and every time I see him I think of you. We're well on our way,
and at the moment steaming up the coast of East Afrieca, on the way
to Mozambique, a primitive African country. We just spend half a day
there, which I'm sure is not enough time. I'm fascinated by these
strange places, and want to come back to most of them and spend more
time snooping around.

We had one of the finest days yesterday that we have had in any of
our trips...at Durban, South Africa. It's a beautiful, clean, modern
city, about the size of Dallasj and driving down the main drags one
cot easily imagine himself in Fort Worth (without the vacant build-
ings), or Atlanta, or Denver.

We were lucky in that we got in one of half a dozen busses, and had
an extremely intelligent driver/guide. We landed a front seat, and
1 spent half of the trip standing on the landing up in front, and
could talk to him some.

South Africa has quite a race problem, beini some two-thirds black,
or 66%; 18% Asian or mixed blood; and is ruled firmly by some 15%
white people. We saw restrooms and restaurants labeled "shites only,"
"colored only" and Africans only," and they seem to be kept strict-
1y apart, except in working.

I asked our driver at a lunch stop about apartheid, or separation of
races, and at first he thought I was trying to start an argument,
but I assured him I wasn't...that I vas only nnk:ln% information
that I was a guest in his country and wgsn't about to tell him what
to do. Before I could get much out of him, a gabby old English wo-
man joined the conversation and dominated it, telling what they did
about the problem in merry old England.

We talked briefly to a very intelligent South African woman, but all
she vanted to discuss was the States, for which she had great admire
ation. She said that integration was almost inevitable, but they
were stalling as long as they could. The big problem was the com-
munists, who were agitating the blacks and anyone they could, as
they do all over the world.

We saw an enormous university from the freeway, which vagfor Indians
on lye.s.they had similar ones for whites and Ai‘ricanl. Some 300,000
Indians live in and around Durban, and lots of ther have retained
their natlve dress and custome. We saw a large mosque which belonged
to the Indian pophlation.

VWhen the whites came to this country over 100 years ago, they had
the idea of using the black natives, who are Bantus, for labor in
developing and farming. But thelr tribal customs for centuries had
kept the men from workingj they only fought and huntedj; the women
did all the work. So the whites imported, 100 years ago, thousands
of Indians on contract to do all the work, and when their contracts
ran out, they could return to India or stay in South Afrieca. Most
stayed, and are now a big factor on the local scene. They were in-
telligent and born traders, so they own many businesses, are in
the professionsj and many of them are millionaires.

Regards,

| IRy T rm e B e, e 5 T T R N M e 8 10 R
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February 12, 1975
Dear Sonny and Cecile:

Martha and I are fat and happy on our cruise, and are not a bit
homesick yet. At the moment we are stnminitupth- coast of East
Africa, on the way to Mozambique, an Eest African nation, prob-
ably pretty primitive.

We spent yesterday at Durban, South Africa, and were much impres-
sed. Jack Hunt sald to look for his son in'these waters, on the
Shirley Bykes, but there are so many ships it's almost f:opclou
to run across that one. The port there can accomodate 70 ships
at one time, and as we came in at night, and left at night did
not see many individually.

This is a beautiful country, & cross betveen Colorado and Cali-
fornia. It doesn't have the great peaks, but there are endless hills
and small mountains, with very few flat places. The climate is
about 1ike Miami, with miles of beaches. I'm told there are hun-
dreds of resort Rotels out there, but we didn't get that way.

They drive on the left there, and most of the cars are English,
with a smattering of Volks and Mercedes. The highways and free-
ways are gorgeous with scenery popping up everywhere. I felt some-
thing was miss and realized there are no billboards, Vot none
nowhere. You don't have any idea what a difference that makes. A
business would have a discreté sign on its premises; and the highe
way signs were attractive and blended in. Wish we could have it that
way in the States.

All the signs are in two languages, English and Afrikasans, a sort of
Dutehs A third language 1s also prominent, but spoken only...Zulu.
Our driver was fluent in it and delighted in talking about it and the
Zulu gooplo. Ve papped a bridgo or two, that in the old days were
toll bridges, and we were told that at the turn of the century all
entries into the citj were toll...that's how they paid for the high-
ways and supported the eity in part.

They seemed to be very sports minded; aside from the beaches, they
have an international horse race track, and we were told yel\z,erduy
was some sort of tennis holiday, which they take seriously.

Speakihg of beaches, I get amused strolling the decks, at some of the
people sunning themselves. Most are fat old men and women, but there
are three om four gals, fairly young, who would have to put on 25
pounds to make a decent skeleton. Don't know how they do it with all
this gorgeous food. It reminds us of Nova Scotia.

We get a dally news letter, 84x14, filled both sides by a typewriter
and multilith, of the world news, But as I found it is predominately
bad, I've qui! reading 1it.

We got a note last night that our visa is okayed to go into Red China.
They will only accept a limited number, and there are several on the
ship who are bitterly disappointed. Bu! there are other damn fools
I've overheard: "I bygod am not going where I'm not wanted"j and
"They're not iom to regiment me." But we are looking forvard to it,
and we're willing to follow their rigid rules as guests in their coun-
$ha? vant, Sehcols and Eospitels and"shoveelF plages. but Chab's get
cho 8how=0; ces -
ting lmc‘h!ng better thanpnothing. = . .
Love,
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February 12, 1975
Dear Jimmys:

I hope this finds you and Roxie doing well. I'm reminded of you on
this ship, for we are constantly running into men everyvhere fixing
thingu electricians, plumbersj and two &all yo Dutehmen have worn
a pa t our cab nlvn{: carrying boards they'll use on some pro=
Ject. have a host of Indonesian boysénd men alvays painting. I
guess that's the way it has always been on shipsj they are c¢hipring
and painting constantly. When we come into a port they usually lower
a lifeboat onto the doek and paint and work on it, Others are down
nearer the waterline, painting parts that they can not get whlle we
are underway.

The lifeboats, by the , are about 20 feet long, with seats lile a
rowboat, but 1¢vnrl and les sticking up., These are connected to
a drive shaft and propeller. I guess that gives shipwrecked passeng-
ers something to do, as well as propel them. Zach lifeboat holds 130
passengers, and thae would be getting pretty chummy with a lot of
people in a hurry. They have food and vater lockers, and I am sure,
other supplies.

We found South Africa a beautiful and fascinating country; which T
hadn't really expected. The house architecture was rather 1like Cali-
fornia, with studdo mostly and tile roofs. Some brick. It rains all
year round here, and poured violently after we got back to the ship
at 5:30 last night, just before dinner. We wanted to go out again to
see more of the town, as the ship didn't leave until 10:30, but it
was such a violent I‘OPII we stayed in and saw a movie, "Harry in your
Pocket," with James Coburn and Walter Pidgeon...very good.

Flovering and blooming trees abound, as well as shrubs, but ve didn't
really see as floversés elsevhere. lie {-uad four gigantic con=
dcal towers that looked like atomic power plants, but the driver said
they were cooling towers for coal-burning generators. They have lots
of coal here, but so far not much oil, But Arabia is not far, and I
guess they get it fairly cheap. The driver said it is about AOc per
gallon, which translates into about 72C USA, That's cheap for this
part of the world, as Europe 1s paying from $1.25 to $1.50 per gale
lon UsSeAs Gagoline, that ise

We passed lots of sugar cane and corn fields. Didn't see ruch farm
machinery, but there were quite a few Africans hoeing in the fields,
mostly womeh. The roadway was very neat and clean, and we saw wev-
eral gangs of a dozen or so black women in uniform overalls, hand
ho e along the shoulders. I guess labor is so cheap here, they
favor human hands over machines.

Lots of cattle, fine looking, and often with flocks of vhite egrets
on the backs of the cattle. éble horses, and now and then a tame
zebra mixed in. The country looks extremely fertile, but lots of it
was not in use. We passed some eight or ten groups of perhaps 25
long narrow buildings...chicken raising, with no windows, They were
:E lé;:.;bﬂl ghll:gksnoon;nu the 1nrgut lghtha vorlh amik collective
[} ns per hour. were all pvarks
with no ehiekm'outudc. i i _— a

I got a local paper last night, and there was a story on the front
u'abmt: man who was shot in the heart with a rivet gun, Boy!

t'a
Regards,
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Pebruary 12, 1975
Dear Mitchi

1 imagine the time you get this, you and Joyce will be getting
x-'ady‘tor 1t,yho Hawaii jJaunt. Hope y&u enjoy it. You and Joyce should
o0 out to Russell Field and take flying lessons, to get in practice
?or your long flight. But you'll enjoy the trip on the 7%7...I love
them, We've got a scheduled stop in Hawail on Friday, March 28, aft-
er you've come and gone. You might write your names !.n the s on
Halkiki Beach where we'll see it.

We had an interesting jaunt yesterday, from our berth at Durbén, S.
Africa. When we started to enter the l'mrber, there was an announce-
ment that it would probably be rough, and to secure all moving ob=-
Jects. 8o immediately there was a run on Dramamine, and everyone got
near the seasick bags. The sea was a 1ittle rough all day, but on
the ship smooth because of the stabilizers. I presume +hen they ent-
er harbors they pull them because the bottom is shallower and there
is the danger they'd hit someth: with them. If they did, it would
put us in no danger, but they c¢ 't continue the trip without
them. At any rate 1‘ was as smooth as a cup of tea going in, and

1 think they were all disappointed...that would have given them some-
thing else to biteh abouts

Sometimes they come up with funny things. On the way thru a customs
gate yesterday, a man came on board the bus and vanted to count the
cameras we had. That's all...nothing else. There was no other check,
coming or going.

We went on the bus out to Lion Park, which is on the order of the
Lion Country Safari. Of course this was the native country for the
animals, but they were separated, as it is a swall park...vhere the
lions couldn't kill the other anlmnls. for instance. We sawv impala,
girarrsl, a monkey, wildbeest, and many other animals, There was
ust a rough little dirt road thru there, and little traffic, so it
seemed fairly realistic. We have another miniesafari scheduled in
Kenya, which 1 hope 1is more realistic.

The lions are kept separately in two enclosures. Cne is for fehales
and their cubs. It seems the male 1io ns 1like cubs and insist on
gluying with them, but sometimes th;i got too rough and kill them.
olxixgzlthoy keep %hcm separated unt he cubs get a chance to grow
a Qe

We Jjust saw a couple of lions sleeping under the trees in the other
part, Except in the lion part, the bus driver would let us get off
the bus the take pletures. Of course, we kept edging u» closer and
closer to the animals, so they took off. But it was fun. Some of us
had zoom lenses, but all I had was my little instamatic.

We stopped for lunch in the park headquarters, sort of a hotel, and
had a wonderful buffet. It was about the same as you'd get in f:hc
States...roast beef, lunch meat, pork chops, potato salad, and some
intorutmg looking concoetion, which turned out to be fish and tast-
ed like hot curry. They have Pepsi and cokes everyvhere ve go, so
guess they are universal. Incidentally, on the ship they have very
small bottles of coke and 7-up, which are 7-ounce, a little more

than half the size of Stateside bottles or cans. alo pay 25¢ for 'em.

So we enjoyed the lion park, and it was beautiful scenery. Aside from
the winding roads, 1t'lptho;nn:d as it's alvays b“:: ik
egards,
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February 12, 1975
Dear John:

I didn't intend to write another letter today, but they had a special
sale on Mocambique stamps, and I eouldn't afford to pass it up. This
ship 1s very good about stocking stamps ahead of us entering ecountries
and gctti.nf the mail off. Of course, I vant to you be sure to tell me
if you don't get this,

We had an mtereaung trip yesterday to the back 40...a place ecalled
the Valley of 1000 Hills, and there were probsbly more than that. It's
a Zulu territory, running about 25 x 50 miles, and was given to them
by Queen Vietoria., I thought that was big of f:er; grlbbinﬁnthe vhole
country, then giving the natives back a strip that size. Anyway, it's
beautiful country, and the natives have chosed to live pretty much
the wvay they always have.

There are about 35,000 Zulus in this territory, and they own it and
run it pretty much the way thcg want. Permits have to be obtained to
enter (although I saw no gates)s But with a busload of people, they
already have permits, etecs

Down in the rich valleys between the hills, there are small patches
of gardens and fields, with the women t:ondlng them by hand. And there
are lots of eattle um! goats...beautiful cattle and fat and sleek
goats, Their wealth is pretty well counted in cattle, and the various
chiefs have them branded, as there are no fences and the cattle wand-
er freely, many in the road, with nobody herding them.

It seems that the chiefs (they're not really; they Jjust own a little
land and some eattle) set uyh kradl, or cleared space on the side of
a hill, There they build huts; one for him, one for each of his three
oid f:m' u:ivu, one for storage, and one avay from the rest for the

o, olks.

Martha and I went in one, and they are exceptionally neat. It's cone
shapgd, with a skeleton of bent branches sort of woven together. Then
this 1s covered with elumps of grass or branches until it is dry and
waterproofs A small opening is left at the top. They are some 12 to
% feet aeross. The floor is packed down smooth and hard, cow dungi
and one would think it smelly, but it had sort of a b arnyard smell,
not unpleasant. They bring in fresh dung every week and put over the
old, packing it with their hands and feet. There's a center pole, and
by h were several pots reumbuninbovung balls, except hollov and
an opening at the top some three inches across.

These are the cooking pots, made from the elay of a nearby hill, and
they look like they're har&cnnd or glazed somekbw, and have a pretty
thin shell. We naturally thought of the cooking in that small space,
but the guide said they never stand up in these huts, although they
are high enough, and we were standing up confortably. They either
squat or lay down on mats.

For pillows they use a log about 18 inches loag with a groove cut
in it for the head., We were told they don't s !‘or from baek trouble.
We talked to a white South Afriecan woman in Durban, and she said the
P11l was golng to save the country...but from what we sav of the Zulus
they certainly aren't using it...the white people may. There vere lit-
era thousands of klds, everywhere, and rost of them seemed under
ten. The boys were naked as jay birdd up to ten years or 80y but the
gals wore something wrapped u-mﬁgd :geh- hips.

gards,




30

February 12, 1975
Dear Jack and Myra:

Martha and I are well at sea on our trip around the vorld, at the
moment off the coast of East Africa, and enjoying it hugtiy...ir
the meals get any better we'll both be ‘hugeler®; or hugher. The
food is wonderful, and everything going fine so far.

We had an interesting visit to a Zulu territory in South Africa yes~
terday. They live pretty much as they have for centuricu*hexeept nov
and then you see the remains of an old car, by a kraal. They accumu-
late a little cash, get an old car, can't run it long, and it sits.
It seems to be IO!" to a status symbol, like genteel poverty.

We went to one kraal, and the occupants put on a dance for us. The
head had four wives, and them plus 12 or 15 younger woren and girls
were all bare brou&o « It seems he buys his wives, and dickers for
them with cattle. The bigger the breasts and buttocks a girl has, the
more cattle she's worth.

I was wondering what the native equival ent is of a pillowcase, to
put over those gal's heads? Boy, they're ugly! And you don't see any
nhipples around...the boys have &hoir heads shavedj likewise the girls
with the exception of a small pateh about half an ineh long on the
side of their heads.

T he younger women put on a dance, which is supposed to entice young
men to marry them. They touched various parts of their bodies, while
singing a song of the delights they would give the bridegroom, if he
were to marry them.

Of course, we were in South Africa only one day, so there are many
unanswerea questions. Among them were...how come men can have three
or four wives: where do that many women come from? It rust mean that
some other fellow does without.

The older women then put on & dance, accompanied by a eouple of them
at the drums, which they dance after every storr. It seens lightning
and fires are common in these hills and if their huts escapk burning
up, they dance this dance.

There were hunireds of kids along the road into Zulu territory, many
of them performing dances, and one or two standing on their heads, as
they heard the tour bus coming. Theg as thcz passed they held out
their hands for pay for their performance. Martha threw out all the
change we had, but it fell far short.

South Africa seems like a rich country, and in fact mines most of the
free world gold. That's made their money stable, the "rand," which at
present is worth about $1,47 USA. The rand is divided into 160 cents
like the dollar, and because of their mining and hoarding of gold, they
have little or no inflation.

It's a beautiful and rich country, with bullding going on everyvhere.
They showed us a rich apartment complex going in on the side of a hill
that'll be self contained with shoppin- centers, ete, and 1s to cost
around -$150 million. Ve algo saw some logging industry, for there seem
to be lots of trees and gut forests in the distance. T have heard of
paper mills in South Africa. @

Ve,
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February 13, 1975
Dear Becky:

I'm getting in a rash of letter writing the last day or two, as aft=
er we leave Mozembique tomorrow, we won't get a chance to po any
letters until India, whieh will be eight days off. We'll stop at

basa, Kenya, but they have inferred that mail from there 1s not
too swift.

They speclally decorated parts of the -hii yeaterday in honor of
Lincoln's birthday, with red, white and blue flags and pennants. And
at entertalnment last night ‘hny played the national anthem, at
which all us poor refugees got wet eyed.

The think that made the day was a candle light dinner, then after
all plates had been cleared away, they dimmed the lig!‘:ts more, and
a procession of walters came in with baked alaska, each one aglow
with a sparkler. Each one was about the size of afmall loaf of
bread, and they split it among six diners. I kept hinting about who
was to lick the platter, but was ignored. Martha and I both go ape
over baked alaska, which I'm sure you know, is a center of ice cream
with great gobs of meringue covering 1t, then they pop it into an
oven and brown it.

Over the whole thing they eame with flaming dishes of cherries that
they dipped onto the plate. Talk about good! I understand it is very
trinki to make, and I don't see how they made so many so fast, feeding
some 450 people at the same time.

Another thing they take great pains about are ice figures perilodically
in the dining rooms., They make two at a time, and they are very strik-
with lights behind them. They chisel swans and fish and different
1s out of a large chunk of iee (100 pounds I think) about three
feet long, and then when it is displayed it melts down rapidly. I took
a couple of pictures of them...hope they turn out effectively.

We are in a very nice cabin, one of the nicest ve've ever had. It's
11 x 11, with about 74-foot ceilings. Twin beds, with reading lights
over each, and an upper bunk folded against one wall, in case there
were three in the cabin. In addition there is an entrywvay, and bath-
room, Tub with an overhead shower. We have piped music ri‘h a choice
of two channels (no commercials) going from about 10 to midnight. And
closets ialoro in addition to plenty of drawer space. “ach cabln has
an individual thermostat, and unlike a lot of them, it has an ldeal
range of heating and eool!.ug.

The bedroom (or ecabin) is finished in sort of beige +ith three flowe
ered curtains to give a little eolor. Ve have room telephones, vhich
not all ships have, that give inter-ship communications and +hen ve
are at sea, we can call anyvhere in the world with them.

The closets have automatic lights that go on when you open the door.
Or I guess they do...I'm threatening to diet so I can stay in and see
if the light goes omt when the door is closed.

I'ye worked up to & routine of walk 16 laps around the promenade

deck dally, about three miles, in addition to lots of walking just

getting e, I've got lots of compan{ and two or three hardy souls

run some laps around the deck. It's ra fwr boring, so I usull}y take

my tape recorder with me and listen to good music while treading.
Love,
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February 14, 1975
Dear Clarence:

Will get this letter off this norning’ as we are due in Mozarmbique
around noon, and I want to be sure it's posted there. The next maill
drop will be India, which i1s a long haul away...about a week. I was
in line to get stamps, and a woman patlently waited her turn ahead
of me. When she got waited on, all she wanted was a refund on one
South African stamp, worth perhaps 30c. Naturally, she didn't get
it, but the elerk had a hard time holding her tongue.

I guess a great part of the entertainment abecard is watehing other
people, and overhearing them. We're in closer contact than at home,
and 1 guess we notlee things that we wouldn't ordinarily. I went
down yesterday to the weight room for a little workout, and there
was a woman rlding the electric exercycle, fully clothed, and knite
ting! I guess it bored her, but how'd she get a stiteh in?

We are struck with resenblances of some of the passengers vith peo-
ple at home..for instance, our cabin steward resembles Juan Maldon-
adoj our head waiter coul& be George Parker's brotherj a merber of
a dance group looks like Maleolm Summers; a passenger 1s a looke
alike for Jim Hester; etoc.

We saw a remarkable aet last night, mind readin:. A magician and his
wife appear real often, and she geia front billing, which we wonder-
ed abouts But she was b1indfolded securely, and then told a woman the
names of her children and six grandehilldren; told several men their
social security numbersj and had three men come at random from the
audience, produce a dollar bill, and she told them the serial nume
ber on it, correctly. Then she cleared a board behind her of 64 nume
bers in chess moves, with somebody yelling from the audlence the first
aumber at random.

I don't believe in mind reading, but I can't explain how she did it.
After the show I told the mm!m I would hate to be married to a_
woman who ed uld read my mind, and Martha said "you are." God, I n:opa
not!f We also have a palr of marvelous men vocalists, who are due to
perform tonight. Though not good looking, they are lgrim with person-
ality, and have all the old gals panting. The other night one did a
takoo}t on Elvis, and as he sald it was unfale that gals always got to
to a strip, he was going to reverse that, and doggone if he didn't,
right to hls sklvies, It brought down the house, and was the first
standing ovation I've ever seen on a ship,

The passengers have had only one beat drill, but they are held often
for crew members, and we notice aftervards l‘.hnt they'1l call out for
members of cortuin boats for a drill...they've probably goofed up, and
have to get in another one on their ovn time,

We had fun and games last night, and ended up vitk two more bottles of
champagne. They called for 12 former members of armed forces at this
party, so 1 voluntoorndé and_after all the colonelshnd majors and one
staff sergeant, I told them I had been a buek private in the rarines.
So I was picked to drill them, and I told the m.c. that's wiy I never
g:t over private. But we ond.& up with a little seuffling (in fun), and
the process broke my glasses. I've wondered sometimes how I could
ggt along without them.s..n0w I have a chance to find out. Not a chance
get new lenses before Hong Kong.

I got a paper in Durban, which I've been reading, and it's printed on
a 37" web..esthe page 1s ﬁlgoltr;quaro...with 10 cdlumns.
egards,
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Pebruary 14, 375
Dear Richard:

I'm waiting in our cabin now for conneetions for a phone call to Fort
Worth, so thought I'd write a line while passing the time, We've had
pretty good luck usually on these calls...sometimes there's an hour
or two wait.

We had an interesting day today; a visit to Momambigue, which is a
little country in Bast Africa, belonging to Portugal. lie aetually vis-
ited the island of MozambTlque, which lles off the mainland some three
miles, and is pretty small, around half a mile wide and some three in
length, asd total town.

There's a wonderful old fort at one end of the island, and 1 climbed
all over it, and walked around the walls. It's pretty run dovn, but
reminded me of the old movies of the Foreigh Legion and the big old
forts they had in them, On the battelments were many old ecannon rust-
ing away, on wocd carriages...some with wooden wheels and others with
cement wt'uola. The fort hes been here some 350 years, but aside from
an office or two where typewrlters were clacking, ané a guard room
still used, it's long since deserted.

The fort was originally established to guerd the mouth of the Zarbesi
river, which was one of the main channels of commerce in this part of
Africa since the time @f Christ. But now as some roads have been put
in and air travel is used more, the river 1s not used much, and con=
sequently this island has grown seedy.

I didn't see any industry, aside from a line of porters leading two
trucks with big secks of sugar. The 33land is supposed to be the cash-
ew capltal of the world, but I don't know where, as T pretty vell cire
cled it. There are lots of trees, and in the 11&1@ narrow streets
th-i have left a cirele of dirt about a yard escross, not far from z'.he
curb, where thousands of trees grov along the ltreoes. It makes it
very attractlve, as well as keeping it cool.

As I vas walking down a back &treet I heard a press clacking, and ex-

plored around a courtyard until I found a 1little office where a man

and sc_me boys were. man couldn't speak a word of English, and

I'm a Tittle helpless in Portuguese, but 1 think I got across that I

:::k a ;;i.ntor (he recognized the word Texas), and he took me into the
shope

It was very primitive, and aside from a windmill Heldelberg, consiste
ed of ancien ha.nd-fu& presses, like I'd never seen before, A couple
of peculiar paper cutters completed the list of equipment., All tyre
was handeset, and the paper stock was very meager. I imagine they have
trouble gett supplies in this fare-away place. The proprietor was
Indian, but all the help I sawv vere Negro boys, about a dozen of

them, and 1 swear not one was over 16, with otfnerl ranging down to 12,

We came off the ship about 1:00 noon, and everything was logked up
tight for siesta. But at 2130 they returned and opened up., The little
town obviously is not tourist oriented, as all of us wadly tore around
trying to spend money, and there was not much to buy. I ehanged {20
into escudos before going ashore, but found this was the only place
I've seen vwhere the street peddlers didn't want escudos...they want
dollar bills. One absolutely refused to take local money for some trin-
ket, and I went on.

Regards,
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February 15, 1975
Dear Beth and Jerry:

Just a few lines to let you know we are enjoying the tri}')...and ve
certainly were glad to see you over the helidays. Ve don't knov when
we will get to Seattle again, as we have not wade any plans after our
return from this jaunt.

I just went down and gave them a check for a trip of two days into Red
China, Canton, We had e:rlier applied for it, and had talked to other
passengers who had been turned down, but for some reason they accepte
ed us, so 1 guess we're all set. Our sightseeing will be confined to

a university, middle school and grade school, as well as a hospital,
and probably a few other things they want us to see for propaganda
purposesj but it will still be a wonderful experience, and we are look=
ing forward to it.

We spent about six hours yesterday at Mozambique in Zast Arrica, and
enjoyed the visit. We anchored offshore and had to go ashore in the
launches,. Martha dislikes them, and she was halfway seasick on the
way in, There was a slob sitting right by her smoking a cigar, and
one of the other gelsangerl agked him to put it out, but he saild "I
do what I want." I kept urging her to throw up on him and his cigar,
but she wouldn't cooperate.

The little island we visited has about 15,000 inhabitants, mostl{
black, with a few shopkeepers who are Ind s and a few whites. It
is not mueh changed from centurles of Arab rule architecturally, and
I enjoyed wander around. At one point we sat down and rested and
were surrounded by 20 or so little girls on the way home from school.
They were clean and bright and alert, and we all thoroughly enjoyed
chatting with each other, wilth no one understanding a thing. I threw
in a few words of Samoan, and they thought that was hilarious. Of
course they speak Portuguese, and the only wvord I know ia that is
for thank you. But they all had to shake hands when they left, and

1 imagine they got a bang out of the tourists.

They are trying to develop a tourist industry hera, and have a small
attractive hotel, but are n_pt equipped to handle many. T thought it
was fascinating, but would hate to spend over a day or twvo there.

Near here on the Zambesi river are huge erabs, which provide quite an
industry. The natives tell that monkeys lom-tlmsu lower their tails
into ecrab burrows, and when the erab bites, they are jerked outénd
eaten Dy the monkey. ;t the crab is too big, he'll hold onto the mon=
key until the tide ecolmes in, the monkey drowns, and the crab has a
monkey dinner. I guess that's balance of nature.

As is common in Portuguese countries, we saw everyvhere soldiers with
carbines patrolling, with muzzles down. With all these countries clan=
oring for independence, 1 guess they are having troubles, and it is
only a matter of time before they will have to get out. this country
is the size of Texas, some nine times the size of Portugal, with a
population of 74 miﬂinn, and 98% black. There is little modern deve-
lomnté and as the natives see all the prosperous travelers come in
from outside, 1t is understandable that they want the same prosperity.

Igg{m they are already beggining to see the beautles of the travelers'
S

Love,
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February 17, 1975
Dear Raiil:

We had a wonderful day yesterday at Mombasa and Tsavo National Park,
Kenya. But it wlways makes me sad the next morning vhen I mark off a
port, as that means one less experience to encounter. But we are

1ook§ng forward to Bombay, and thils rorning will have the first of a

series of port leStures on India.

W8 have five full days at sea before India, which will pass quickly,
as the entertainment is excellent, and if we get bored we can always
fall back on the scrabble board. éovsra] of the entertainment groups
have fantastic costumes,some real fluffy, and with many cmnyesg it
makes us wender how they transport all tl’wt, let alone get all the
different costumes into one eebin for one person.

We've been on ships where they had laundries for passengers, but this
one doesn't. So we do most of our own in the sink or tub. We let the
ship laundry do the shirts and some of Martha's things. They don't do
cleaning at all, as the chemicals are teoo filaimable for ships, we are
told. But they'il sponge off pants and suits and press them.

But back to Kenya. Great gobs of the passengers signed up for the trip
back to Tsavo park, which has been left as it was for centuries, and
is now inhabited solely by animals, tourists and a few game wardens.
It's rather worthless country, which is why man has not grabbed it
long ago and cultivated it., Reminded me of areas of west Texas...sort
of rolling country, with mountains in the far background. Most of it
we sav has reddish soil and rocks, and as the roads wvere all narrow
one-lane dirt, there were clouds of red dust.

When I got btack to the ship and into the shower,the bottor of the tub
looked like 1'd shaved a brick. Ameriecan Express had arranged for a
fleet of mini-busses to take us up to the park, and there were prob-
ably a hundred of them. Ours was an old beateup Volkswagen rus, +ith
slx of us passengers, and was very comfortable as we were not crovded
and could see well, ‘I‘hs driver spoke a little English, and vas very
will to stop anytine we banged him on the shoulder. But he didR't
know the names of many of the animalsbf plants. Part of the trip was
from the city of Mombasa to the gate of the preserve on a good maca=
dlmttw-lano highway, and he drove like a fiend there, hitging 79 in
spots.

Ve saw quite a bit of gare, nost of it about a city block away from
the road. Included were some %0 or 50 elephants, herds of zebra, babe
boons, oryx, impala, wildebeest, wart hoi;, water buffalo astrioh,
irar}u, ciand, kudu and several deer-1like animals we dida't lknows

think we were fortunate to see as many animals as we did, for we on=-
ly spent some f hours in the park, when they recommend 2 minimum
of three days and up to months., Several passengers were griping that
we didn't see many...l guess they expected prides of lions stalking
herds of wildebeest and killing them in the road ahead of the bus, as
they show in the movies. Dut that would be a rare thing to see, al-
though of course it happens, as this park feeds no animals...they all
live off the country and each other.

There is no fence around the park, which is some 8000 square miles;
Just a spall one that extends sone way on both gides of the qa o8
s 1'm sure, to keep ow: sightseedrs_who desire to get re
The day was one .’L'n sure we'll remember always.
Regards,
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February 17, 1975
Dear J.D.:

We're std)l talking about yesterday's adventures on our wini-safari.
It was one of the highlights of the voyage, and we enjoyed it. Kenya
is an African nation now, self-governed since about 1963, and is vrie
werily a rural population. There are only two cities l\‘alrobi about
the size of Fort Worth (in the interior, whiech we didn't visi‘), and
Mombasa, a port eity, about half the size of Fort Worth. The vhole
country is slightly smaller than Texas.

Of course, in one day, you can't begin to grasp everything about a
ei}y or country, but you can observe a lot of things and come to some
co_nelusions. f\enya is direetly on the equator,y so most of the coun-
try is scrubland or vasteland. It looks to me as if it would do fair-
1y well if one could irrigate. Ve didn't see all of Mombasa by any
means, but what we did see gave me the impression that no propress
has been made since the Mau Mau troubie some 12 years ago, and the
Europeans were forced to leave. The streets seem in good shape, and
there are even some flowering bushes growing along some of the main
ones.

There used to be a large Indian population of some 300,000, who were
mainly merchants and professional mens some of them living here for
several generations. but they have consistently been forced to leave
until there are only some 40,000 here now, sad as they are still re-
sented and envied, their property is being confiscated and they are
going all along, many to land, where they are beginning to run
into the same problems. .

The leader of the Mau Mau's was Kenyatte, who spent many years in
prison up to that time as an agitator. Now he is revered with statues,
is the president of the country, and his likeness appears on all the
currency and coins.

Je were warned to leave our wallets on the ship, as well as purses,
and be careful as ve wandered about. There is alzill lots of resent-
ment about white people, and we vere discouraged from setting cut on
our own, as we are wont to do most places. So we all went on escorted
tours or took taxis. The only wandering I did was on the dock, *here
several dogzen men spread their vares and gave usfhe hard sell on their
carved and woven objeets. Soge of it vasthe best I've seen, and Martha
and I went overboard and bought more then we really wanted, as it was
very good and very cheap. I ran out of money, and walked over to the
shilp to get some more, but as we vere to cast off in half an hour, was
not permitted to go back and buy some more. Just as well.

The Arabs have been raiding and oceupying this part of the coast for
hundreds of years, along with other invaders, mainly to get slaves
and ivory. At one time they about decimated \t,he population. Egyvtians
and Phoeniclans were hefore them. But the English finally came along
and divided up the countries, with Germany and a few others. They &ell
the story that when Queen Vietoria was on the throne, she vas of Cer=-
men ancestery, and her graudson was ruling in Germany et the time. She
had two high mountains Kenya, Mt. Kenya and Kilimanjaro.

The queen's grandson was mouthing off one day about her having two

léxighhmounta:gatin l;onya, and in 111;1 couritry of Tanzanila, he hadInono.

0 she 2z order and gave him a mountain, Kilimenjaro. Later

after World war 1, the britisk got it alle : : 2
Regards,
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February 17, 1975
Dear Rick and Rosemary:

Just a few lines today in a lull in the daily activities. Slept late
after a busy and long day yesterday in Mombasa, Kenya; had a late
breakfast; a few strolls around the deck; an India lecture at 11:00,
and lunch. Then went down to the exercise room for a workout, a stean
bath and shower. Up to the bridge to look around for an hour or so
andtalk to one of the ship's officers, now a letter or two, and the
day is gone. I've been taking a short nap, but am having trouble get-
ting to sleep nights, so have cut that ou@. It's a harsh life, huh?

You and the kids would have loved yesterday, when ve visited one of
the biggest game preserves in the world, Tsavo National Park...8000
square miles. We saw a lot of wild animals, and at noon went to an
excellent buffet in the interior of the park, the Vol Safari Lodge.
It sits on afocky cliff overlook some game water holes, and stretche
ing for miles unto distant mountains 1s a flat plain, teemins vith
game.

At the moment we ate lunch there was a herd of zebras drinking below
us. The dining room is out on a terrace with a rock wall around it,
and this falls away to the eliff, giving an unobstructed view while
dining. As we were eating a pair of baboons came some 10 or 12 feet
away and stared at us. Some tourists started to throw them something
to eat, but a waiter protested and said not to feed them...that would
encourage them to come into thedining room, and they quickly tear up
tables and break dishes. He threw some rocks at them, and they dis-
appeared. After I ate, 1 went apound the ledge, and one was sneaking
up again, about four }‘eot from me. As I took hll pieture he ran.

That lodge would be a marvelous place to spend a few days. It's as
modern and luxurious as a Holiday Inn, with a pool,etec. Your mother
saw a mump she wanted, and got it big, size 40, We didn't have time
for her to try it on. But I guess the 40 was in centimeters, Dok she
can barely get it on, but can't zip 1t up. I told her she looked good
in...1like she was born in it.

Down below the lodge was sort of an underpass some 50 feet long. You
go down the ¢liff on a path, enter the underpass, and from its mouth
can observe game at the waterhole nearby. Guess it': good at night,
when there is more game out. On returning to the ship, we passed a
landing strip not too far from the lodge. Probably have a srall nlane
ferrying guests from Mombasa, which should not take 20 minutes.

We hit here in the dry season, which makes for better game vieving.
There is less grass and lhrubf:ery, so you can see further, and the
gnm has to move to get to water, which keeps them near the road.

'he rolling plains have some trees, but on the whole look like the
aftermath of a hurricane, with miliiozu of trees and trunks rotting
on the ground. 1t seems Eho elephants knock the trees down, probably
Just rubb: against them. Perhaps to feed on the leaves. 1t looks
like it could have been a forest at one time, but most of the trees
are on the ground.

We had refreshments in another camp, rather primitive, which consiste
ed mainly of native huts...I think !t was sort of motel arrangement,
and the entire thing was surrounded by a wide deep moat to kec;i)n;ut
the an 8. Th! driveway had a cattle pguard, which I don't th

would be effective agailnst elephants. The moh wvas dry.

Love,
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February 18, 1975
Dear Marvin:

We're chugging alo_ng on the way to Bombay...a long streteh in here
that one doesn't realize...five days from Africa to India, Today's a
dull day on boardj nothing but a classical pilano concert tonight and
a novie we've already Seen...so guess it's scrabble for ustoday.

1 had an interesting visit to the ship print shop a few minutes lg .
They print a daily lunch and dinner menu, a daily program of events
and odds and ends, like invitations to cocktail parties, etec. The
menus and daily calendars are beautifully pre-printed in four colors
in Holland (offset), and all the print shop here does is overprint in
black in the blank spaces. ;

Equipment consistgbf an Intertype with two magazines (8 and 10-point
typ‘g. and a 12x18 Heidelberg. They have a couple of banks of hand
typey, limited but suffdcient for the Job. And a small 19-inch naper
cutter. It looks like all their paper is pre-cut to 8ix11 and two or
three other sizes.

Two men work there, and can do all the work in six or eight hours a
day. One of them spoke limited English, and as my Duteh consists of
one word, I wasn't much help. But he said it was a very good job,
and vhen they are coming into a port they work ahead, nights if need
be, to get the work out, and then are free to go ashore. They work
eight months, then fly fxoml for four months, which is also the ar-
rangement wigh most of the erew.

The Holland Amerilea line has three pasuniar ships, and the printers
alternate between them, to keep two men always on &uty on each of the
ships. I asked him what they did in case of a breakdown, and he said
they usually were able to fix it aboard...occasionally vhen they came
into port they'd have a mechanie or machinist come aboard. But he
said with only the two of them they seldom have a breakdown, as they
are careful and baby and maintain the machines. The shop looked very
neat, and with the limited space, they couldn't be too messy.

I told him one of my favorite stories...that when I was about 20 my
brother in Los Angeles asked me if I wanted a job as printer on one
of the Matson liners. I was tempted, but at the time going with a
little gal, and rather than break her heart, turned the offer down.
And, of course, broke up with the gal later. I've regretted it ever
since. One vonéerl how different. their 1ife would have been if a
different decision is made at a crossroad like that.

We also get a dally news sheet that I thought was perhass wultilithed,
but guess it 1s mimeographed somewhere else, as they had no multilith.
And the printer said he had little or no knowledge of offset, and I
don't think he had ever heard of web offset, as he looked blank vhen
I mentio_ned our web offset business. 7

I also talked with the ship's captain a moment this morning, as I vas
strolling on the promenade deck. He's a big tall Dutehman, and told
me he was fighting the fat also...that when he's home he walks two
hours daily. But on the ship, drinking is the problem for him rather
than eating, for he is invited and has to attend so many cocktail
parties, and he said that really puts on the weight. Suppose it does.

Regards,
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February 18, 1975
Dear Bills —

We're continuing on our way.

ing over the bounding
main (vhatever that is)s |

“kast night and Martha talked

3Ty whieh¥we enjoyed. And they pinched
the new baby so we could hear- re Pretty good lungs. At the
woment we are hours ahead . 80 we put in for a phone call
about 4100 pem, here, and. as thi as transmission trouble, the
call didn't get compiotod until about 11:00 last night. Usually, we
can get thru within half an hour. But we're almost exactly halfway
argtind the world now, and guess their troubles multiply, vith the
radio.

We passed over the equator again yesterday, and I hardly felt a
bump. The first time there is quite a ceremony; but it went unnotiec-
ed yesterday, except for a casual announcement.

We're still talking about &hé day in Mombasa, Kenya, and our "adven-
tures" that day. It was an extremely mtorutlng place, and I hope ve
can get back sometime for a lengthier visit. We drove out of town

some 25 or 30 miles to the pame park, along a macadar two-lare high-
way, fairly narrow, which is the main highwvay in the country, between
Momﬁau and Na.u-obi. Along both sides are foot paths wern in the dirt

shoulder, and quite a bit of foot traffic all along. A bieyele now
and then,

Lots of the women were carrying les and pots on their heads, that
seened to be their favorite load zone, We passed a group carrying
long poles in bundles, some 18 feg¢t long, and while most were holding
them on, one or two showoffs were balanelng them with no hands. T
suspect they were doing it for the touristss And it was quite com-
mon to see some of them bare~breasted.

They drive on the left there, which I don't think would be any probe-
lem for us as long as traffic was constant: But on some of the nare
rower roads where we had to swing out _approach vehicles, 1t
vas sometimes startling to have the driver swing left. I'm not sure
I'd always remember. oL

//,*, “”:.
Althou%h this is hot and tropical 0&4& we sav a few palm trees,
but not as many as you'd expect. Probabl 0o dry. And few domestie
animals except for cows and goats. /. on horse and one dog. Ale
though part of the highway had a pr ton of flovers planted, we
saw little in yards, and none for « It's always puzzled me why
some enterpris person doesn't set up a flower stall vhere us tour=

ists couldd buy them. We're always looking for flowers for our cabin
and dining tabld, and it's rare that we f a flover stall,

While ve were walting to get off the ship at Vombasa, the doetor

took off a man on a stretcher, fairly young, and I found out yesterday
that he was one of the ship's officers, vho had had a mild heart at-
tack. Mombasa would be a poor place to be left. A doctor passenger
was tell me that he was met there by a local doctor vho had heard
he was coming, and was asked to stay for six months or a year to re-
place the local one. The puunger is an eye-year-nose and throat man,
0,30 atems, e, Jocas men Uaecat, o0R A domen SAERR1SE 2ET8
.
m:ng ates fgg a litelg more education. He said that there was noone
else, and 1t Just fell on him. Regards,
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¢ : February 19, 1975
Deaf Larrys -

Hope this finds yo'\{,’ Rene and the baby doing okay. I imagine you are
tired of atumbiing over the rewinder by now. At the moment we are mid-
way between Africa and India, in the Indian Oceanj not too far from
Saudi Arabiaj and the 010!.!‘! we'll get to Eurppe on this trip.

\ 5
We found Fast Africa-ve ,.!ntezssltin y and hope we can come back some
tine, to see 1t in more detail. I.think the highlight of this eruise
rorrl"xa:rtha were the two mini-safaris took, to see all the animals
living asthey have for centuries. lver et us have the vindows
down, “but: wouldn't let us s out. I gine some nuts would ap-
prva’ah a lion to take a pieture of the pupil in his eye, and end up
a meal. e X7

They told us a story about this country; that about the turn of the
century the Bpitish wanted to establish a city in the interior, Naie
robi, and so proposed running a railroad some 250 miles from Mombasa
to a waterhold at that time. Everyone thought they were crazy, but they
went ahead with it, and one 6f the main problems turned out to be the
wild animalsy mainiy lion s.

There were two lions in particular, over aine feet long, who turned to
man eaters, and the¥ would even’go into work huts, grab a sleeping man,
and earry him off. It got so badj all work stoppg& for nine months, un-
$11 the army finally hunted them down and killed them. But the natlives
were still terrified, and work progressed very slowly. But it was fin-
ally finished, and as far as / know 1s,the only ‘railroad in the coun-

try, and is used constantly.

liost of the houses we paw in Kenya were mud. A few round huts, but a
lot of them like regular small houses, rectangular, except maz!- of mud
over a criss-crossed framework of sticksénd branches. T vonder why the
mud doesn't wash away during the rainy season. The roofs’were usually
of grass interwoven or palm leavesj sometimes corrugated steel.
A great many peddlers’ were sitting along the road we traveled to the
game preserve. Most had gunnghlacks-lor chareoal, with from two to 20,
usually, standing in a row. The“Sound of our-vehicle activated boys
sitting by the road, and they would run out-in~Tront of us and do a
wild dance, holding up small w:;erﬁlnm, but about the size of canta-
loupes. These wares vere obvi or other natives...not tourists.
I guess it is quite a home inddstry, burning the serub brush and make
ing charcoal of ite < T, :

) - < A 7 sy ) 2 .
try was not friendly to man or cattle, becanse
of the tsetse fly, which (I think) brought on sleeping sickness to both.
But it evidently has been conquered, as W& daid /not see one fly, mose
quito or insect during our stay.
Baegk in th;/gan reserve there are thousands, perhaps rillions, of
glant ant hills, from a foot high to as high as a man. Constructed, of

_the red-earth, they resembled a native village sometines, with their

-were constructed around the trees, or the trees sprouted gnd
grew in old ant hills. But all we saw_looked to be deserted
don't know if they are occupied only dur some seasons; and during
this dry season the ants are far underground; of perhaps the Sp alnthey
used on the tsetse flies killed the/ ants also. Our driver didn { oW
enough English to giveus an ansver. i s e
Regards,

conical shapes, Some had trees growing in the middle. I coulgh'p figure
&j
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February 19, 1975
Dear Bobby and Dianet

Your mother and I are still enjoying the eruise. Ve vere somevhat
upset upon getting a letter from Jane about Naney's sickness and
situation, but after a call back night before last, find it has set-
tled down and 1s much better now.

As usual on these cruises, we welcone a few days at sea after a strange
port, to rest our straining eyeballs. Our eyes were tired and arms black
and blue from punc! each other and saying "looky there," at the
sights and sounds of Kenya., You'd love the animals in the wild,

This ship has one of the swimming pools way down on D deck, about mid-
ships, which I've entered a time or two. Although the ship seers stab-
le, when you get in the pool you have automatie swimming...just stand
there and the pool does the swimming for you. It's salt water, but eve
erything else is soft water.

This ship has less mingling with the erew and passengers than ‘e've
seen on others. There are no officers eating vith usin the dining
rooms, and I don't even know if the captain has a table, The 15 or 20
entertainers pretty well stick together also. You can talk to ther, but
they break away soon and seek others of their kind.

A crew member told me they are absolutely forbidden to discuss one pase
senger with another puungcr’ and I guess this applies to entertainers
also. That sort of limits one's conversational knacke And of course
all the entertainers have their trade secrets that they can share v-’ith
each other, but dare not discuss with the public. With all the big
mouths among the passengers, there are few secrets.

lost of the time when we go into port we have docking, but they have a
system of colored cards on this ship for the tenders. You go to one of
the big public rooms, and are given one of 60 colored cards. Yhen the
tender is ready for itl 60 passengers, you surrender the card and ente
er ites Jf course this applies only to the initial rush. After an hour
or two, usually one can just walk on the tender. %

The kitchen got up a fabulous Valentine day buffet in the evening, ' ith
stacks of fruits ornamentally stacked, ice figures, and 40 different
kinds of meats and epiecurian delights, both to the eye and gastrie
Julces. I took a couple of pictures c} it, before we vere let loose to
devour its But I'm not sure my flash worked, and ean only hope.

On a visit to the bridge, one of the officers told me it averages some
$6000 each time we come into port, for dock feesy tugs, longshoreren,
g:ngway fees, ete. And guess that includes the p!lot. . would have

ought some of these starving ports would pay the ship to come, in
order to get at all this Amerlcan green stuff. Ve're having to £ill out
money forms for India now, stating how much money wve intend to bring
ashore, and we'll be restricted to that amount (they say)...as there's
a tlourhhing black market in foreign currency, and ve are legally only
to change into rupees aboard ship or at banks, using this form.

As all the churchegoees were sight-seeing Sunday, Sunday vas postponed
until Monday, and church services were conducted that afternoon...with
swall attendances The Catholies held mass at 5:30 a.m., and I don't
know what the rabbi did. 5

ve,
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February 20, 1975
Dear Jack and Mil:

Hope this finds both of you well and happy. We kept an eye out for the
Shirley Lykes in South and Bast Africa, but got close to only half a
dozen ships to identify them. At times there were many on the horizon,
but we had no way of lnowlng thelr names or origins.

We like the Holland Amerieca line and thiséhip. The line at present has
six ships, three passenger, two container and one they call a LASH ship,
which loads large barges on top of one another. We saw them load some
of these bargga at Long Beach, and it seems to be a wonderful idea. They
pack them with a wide variety...cars, lumber, sacks, tractors, or almost
anything you can ship. They are floa mi at {ho docl'( and a pair of
cranes can work them. Then, when the ship comes in 1@'5 a matter of a
few hours to hoist these aﬁoard then they're off. The beauty 1s that
the ship ds not tied up while they're loading cargo plecemeal.

The eruise director is an Irishman, and he loves to tell Irish jokes,
Seems he had a neighbor who had a pig he wanted to get bred., He took

her up the road to a meighbor who had a boar, and after it was complet-
ed paid the man, and asked him how he could ell results. The renly was
if the pig wes wallowing in the mud the next morning, it had not taken
if she was smelling flowers, it had. The next morning, he found her val-
lowing in the mudj; so took fxor back for a second session, The third rorn-
ing he could not get the 4.:0\11-a§xol to look, 80 asked his wife if she +es
walloving in the mud, or smelling flowers. His wife said neigher...she's
sitting in the whoolfmrrov.

There's a room aboard with gquite a few slot machines, and I thought of
you. There must be 50, most of them quarter machines, and a few accept
dimes. There seem to "e a lot of addicts, but so far I've not caught

. the fever. 1've played a little, and they're Iln mp about $2,50; but I
really prefer cardsdr horses, as I feel machines can be set heavily in
#favor of the house, and it's not real gambling. But I've seen several
$50 jeckpots, with all the bells ringing, so maybe I'm wrong.

QngEH‘sﬂhiPaaﬂ*&avﬁdEE'o¥°1€?”157st€h§h§13§%d§§1; by R e
:nz]:.r e vheel. Of course nowadays they have automatic steering...just
e the setting you want, But I asked the seersman hov they did it
vhen entering harbors; they have a small wheel smaller than a car's, or
a small lever with about eight inches of travel that controlsthe ruéder.

When th
hﬂ:‘“:yl::lat;s?n a pilot, he calls the correction or setting, and the

You always have the idea of the captain or mate standing s
¢ staring a
:i.:l: bi.uc‘c(ulau glued to his eyes. But up there they hasa the aicofﬁ‘gr-
4 a.: workdng on the log and fipuring position, a rating rarking a chart
s innaxt' room, and a third man in and oute.s.with virtually noone ever
ing out the window. Of course it was a beantiful day and you eould

see for miles. They also had th
o Kl ke;p g 2 e radar switched off. 1 felt like volune

Most of the passengers are old people, some
N quite senile, vhich mak
?ry ul that my work is with young and sharp people. I don't ziiﬂi
d have the patience to work with the elderly, or even be around them
muche Martha was remarking to me a n1iht op two af‘ that ve've been a
in Iging

month on the ship and some people could not even d t!
:gan and we around...we had entered the wron dgziﬁéglr)gog and

not find our table there. Of course, they're about identical.
Regards, e Q

“
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February 20, 1975
Dear David:

Was good to talk to you theother day, and find everything going full
blast. Hope Don 1s baek okay now...presume he'll have to slov down a
bit,and be a little less intense. That'll be hard, with his drive.

I just came back from g first haircut since I've left home...vas gete
ting a bit mangy. The barber vas a young Dutchman who speaks four lan-
guages, and is pretty sharp, He sald it was a wonderful life hboard
ship for a single man, but rough on the married ones, He's not married
yet, but when he does, vill stay home, he thinks., He faces 1% months

in éhe Duteh arry when he goes home, so is in no hurry. Holland is such
a small country, that most of the residents are forced to know more than
Dutehs I guess we're lucky that way.

A woman left the ship in Rio with a heart attack. We just heard fror her
and she is much better, and is getting a doetor to fly to the States
with her. She must be one of the Rockerfellers.

Attended a lecture on India yesterday, vhere we'll be day after tomorrow.
The lecturer was telling about the evolution of various religions, and

some of their rites. The Catholie priest was sitting in front of us, and
he was acting like he had ants in his pants when the lecturer touched on
"superstitions" of eating fish on Friday, counting beads and a fev other
things various religlons do. We had more fun watehing him than listening.

And then I think he left the room when the m.c. told the story of two
nuns vho ran out 6f gas in the country. One walked a couple of miles to
a station, but they had no container. She found a child's potty in the
rest room, so the attendant filled it with gﬂl and she carefully carried
it back t0 the car. While pouring it into the tank, a truek driver stop=
ped and said "Begorrah sister, you have more faith than I."

We've won three bottles of champagne at various events, but one of the

prizes they say they're going to give out...I've never seen,..a pair of
water skiis,.

I was talking to one of the crev members, and he said he and his +ife
had had 10 children in 12 years, I would imagine he had to rut on a sec~
ond shift for that feat, Wouldn't that be a lovely life for his ife,
raising that brood alone eight months a year. and of course you know they
are handsomely paid on these thips,

They still serape and paint on these ships, One Indonesian boy is out on
the promenade deck all day every day scraping the white paint off some
tables, then re-painting them. When he's done, he goes some here and gets
some more. Have never seen paint remover...maybe it's a fire hazard. You
would think in this day and age they'd come up with a plastic paint that
would last at sea. But someone said they have quit putting lead in paint
and you can't get red lead, so they have gone backward. But maybe that's
only in the States...perhaps they can get it elsewhere.

I saw a remarkable thin!hin Africa, from the past. A gasocline pump with
manual pumpings Didn't think they existed, but probably they do where
there is no electricity. And the gas was about $1.20 US, That's with
Saudi Arabla Jjust up the road.

Had better cease this and go to lunch, Can't afford to miss a meal,
Love,
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February 21, 1975
- -oward

It's a gorgeous morning out, brilliant sunshine, without a cloud in
sight; but with a terrifiec fwadwind. I imagine l'.hay're really having to
pour on the coal below to make headway. The open decks are getting some
salt spray, which precludes much sunning out there. That's one advantage
to not wearing glasses...salt vater 1s supposed to be good for the eyes,
but hard to get off glasses.

Just finished talking awhile to an old boy 84 years old, and sharp as a
tack, Hope I'm that way when that old. But he's rather a bore...keeps on
about his voyages, and won't let me get a word in edgewise about mine.
Someone else told me about the woman who faithfully took the pill, in
polluted water, and then found she was three momths ctagnant.

There's a marvelous l:ianiat on the ship, named Al Foster, who we haven't
really heard yet. He's also musical director on all the various produce
tions, and keeps right busy. But he's supposed to play an hour or two for
the "night owls" in ore of the bars, starting at midnight, so Martha and

1 decided to stay up last night and listen to him. So we plged some scrabe-
ble, went to the night buffet and otherwise killed time until midnighty so
he d4dn't show up.

This isn't much of a swinging group, I guess. At that time there vere per-
haps half a dozen people around, nmi they were just passing through on the
way to bed. On the short cruises with less time to spare, and younger peo-
ple, 1 imagine many stay up 2ll night and swing.

We're due in India tonight, around 9:00, but it's doubtful that we'll get
elearance to go ashore unth porning. But I enjoy watehing the ship man-
euvering into port, and all the activity that takes place. Mest places they
seem to let people on the ship freely, as there are sometines droves of
local people seeing someone off, or Jjust touring the ship, But +e've had a
notice that there'll be roltriehons here and ve can't bring anyone aboard
as they've been plagued by pickpockets and thieves before in Bombay. Also,
we're encouraged to take little money with us ashore, and leave wallets

and purses behind, if possible. Guess the people here are desperate.

I'm always arused to see all the calisthenies on deck, and the people walke
ing all those laps around the promenade deck, then they chase in and take
an elevator to their cabins. I think the stalrs are the best exercise there
isy and never teke an elevator.

These elevators are real characters, and Martha is finding real adventure
with hem, There are about nine, and in the mein lobby are four in & rowv.
It seems they are not progrmmoa together, so every person who wants an
elevator goes along and pushes all four buttons, then takes the one that
comes first. That creates a certain amount of anarchy, as the elevators
spend most of their time on dry runs. And then, Martha tells me, they have
a mind of their own...going opposite to where you push the button; stopping
at a floor and refusing to move, etc. She comes in every day with &n ele-
vator story. I'll usually teke {he stairs up a couple or three flights, and
be in the cabin reading sometimes before she gets there via the elevator.

We've already got five bells, and imegine we'll find Tndia a real treasure

trove for them. Probably like Japan...you could have an endless variety of

Just Jepanese balls. Ve ran scross one beautyj it's sort of a voven glazed
one, painted with flowers.

Hope this still finds everything well there.
. Love,
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February 21, 1975
X2 LY

Martha and I are still enjoying the trip, now a little over a month, and
are almost exactly halfway around the world from you...12 time zones...
due in Bombay, India, tonight. In case you hadn't heard, Naney had a big
boy, 9 pounds, 2 ounces, soon after we left, and after some minor probe
lems on her part, they are doing fine now. We've called back and talked
to her and Jane a couple of times. His name is Saul Kinj Odom (+here they
got that I don't know, but he's stuck with it).

One night in fun and games I broke my glasses, and have been going without
them ever since. It seems strange, but am doing surpgisingly vell, with no
headaches so far. I brought lnoihor palr with me, but they bothered me, so
just going bare now., There's a slight fuzziness at a distance, but I can
see finejand reading is no problem except for a slight sense of strain, T
think probably 1'11l get a pair of reading glasses when I get home, and do
without the rest of the time, for they are a nuisance.

As 1s customary on these ships, before entering a port ve get one or more

rt lectures on what to see, buy, do and vhere to goj as well as vhat to
eware of. The lecturer on tﬁia cruise is a man in his 60's, vhor ve had
on a eruise two years ago, James Arthur Lyons. Why I'm mmeloning it is
that he contin amazes me with his memory. For instance, day before
yesterday he talked solid for an hour on the history and niigions of Ine
dia, throwing in many specific dates and dozens of Indlan nawes. Yesterday
about a half hour on arts and crafts, again very knowledgeablej and this
wmorning another half hour on what to see and do in Bombay.

His material is all different and he never seems to hesitate and seareh for
anything to say, It's that way with most of the ports we visit. Obviously
he does hours of reading and research, but how does he retain it long
enough to give these lectures? Most ol' his audience is lueky if they can
remember their eabin number.

Did you hear about the Scotehman who insisted on having his wedding in his
backyard, so his chickens could get the rice?

Martha and I haven't really made any firm friends yet, as we have done on
other cruises. By now the passengers have pretty well separated into groups
or cligues...the bridge nuts, or the drinkers, or the golf fiends; and ve
don't £it into any specific category. Someone is always throving cocktail
parties, usually with the captain or some other high ship offieer as a cap-
tive curiosity. They are usually desperately eclutching a drink, and looking
ior the first excuse to escape and get back awmong people who speal their
anguagee

Martha and I went to one or two of these parties in the beginnisg, but as
we don't drink I suppose we are a drag. If they insist on foreing one on me,
1 usually pour it onto a palm, or over the side. To us they are sheer bore-
dom, and we are seldom 1nv11:o& anymore.

We're eager to see Indla, after hearing so much about it. It is seething aft-
er iotting independence about 1950, and as they make no apparent atterpt to
1limit population growth, is about ‘o reach the explosion stage. I read the
other day where Mrs. Ghandl made a statement that it was none of the world's
business how many new Indians are bora every year, but it is the obligation
of the world to feed 'em. I suppose some kind of revolution, with perhaps

the communists taking over, and imposing some rigid birth quotas and discip-
line (as they have done in China) is eoming, terrible as that would bes.

Tﬁ compound the ngrobhm, there are wide differences vithin India, with some
1% languages, and over a thousand %:alactu.
ve,
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February 23, 1975
Dear Jack:

Hope everyth. oing fine with you and Dorothy, and at the shop. VWe've ecall-
odphomo :zgu‘kr : ai:g PC seems to be booming. A’lietlo flurry over Naney and
her troubles, bub that seems to have blown over.

I was about out of breath thinking of something to write about, until we hit
Indis yesterday; end nov I've got a whole new subject. Ve took a guided tour
yesterday, vmc{x turned out wonderful, and was guided by a very charming and
intelligent Indian woman. The bus was small, and Martha and I bcin% in the
front seat, got a chance to talk with her...so she invited us out to her
house this afternoon, without mentioning tire. We got ready after lu.uch' and
called, but her husband said to come about 5:30, and she was out. So ve're
standing by.

By the tour busses yesterday vere some boys vith monkeys, vho'd do one or
two tricks, then they wanted an offering. Ve heard a monkey bit one of the
adies, and we know if he bit some wve know, the monkey would need the shot.
Along %he sane line, a man tled a little }'!d by the neck and waist to a long
pole, then balanced it on his head, and then the palm out.

We saw a snake charmer with a flute, and the cobra kept striking his hand, but
he said it wouldn't hurt. Told Martﬁa to come closer, but she kept about 30
feet away. I kept urging her to pet him. I gave the charmer some odds and ends
of Indian coins I had (all I had) and he rofused them...,vanted a "dollah."

Before coming in, we vere handed applications to fill out, stating hov mueh
money we were br!.ngﬂnz ioto Indla, and a form stating firm rules for exchange
eeeand all thighad to be stamped ﬁy offielals before we could go ashore...but
found no trouble in exchanging money anywhere, and several places have said
they want dollahs, So guess they have their meaningless red tape also.

ae1§ame into port about 9100 Friday night, ahedd of schedule, and were met by

a 15-man police band, all with elther bagpipes or drums. They played and rarche |
ed am’%ilel then Martf\a wanted me to slip 'em a note, requnst{ng "Khapaody in
Blue." While they were standing at attention once, a big friendly dog care up
and started sniffing around; that got them to marching again in a hurry be-
fore he got the idea one @f them vas a lampgbst. One of the drummers had a big
boom-boom drum, and we vondered if he got extra, as he played the flip side,

On Saturday morning the "Greater Bombay Pollce Band" shoved up, vith 43 men,
ﬁnd put on another concert for us...they just sat. Among their selections vere
Li\;:t'a"gzgti: Eitesﬁ”g:uldg't 1%120 ;:overlxﬁ"; "Down ﬂie Street Vhere You

o urch on e," and t Your L "
My Fair Lady. Sounded pretty good. W T .

We visited a beautiful park with a viev over the city, except for the smo
and it was equipped with a plnyiround. There was a bi& shoe kids could g-%'
inside, and the guide said the Indian version of the old nursery rhyme vas

"There was an old woman who lived in a shoej she
0 s g . $ she had no children, for she

An Irishran went to eonfession, leaving his corpanion waiting outside the
church, saying he'd Just be a ;:ount. He told the priest hiegsin vas being
with a woman not his wife. The priest asked who, and he said he couldn't tell.
8o the prielt'askedé "Mps. Murphy," and the man said "l can't tell." Then the
2:1::: ;;:d,b'!-ir:;‘ "aiﬁ.h:g:; and the man stoed his ground. Then "Teil me if
« Dugg man _refused. Go outside, his i
ﬁ.g: felt betgor,'nnd he said, "1 sure ao...%g% pgi:nteﬁm;o mgoltnsgndgnnd;'ked
. Regards,
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February 24, 1975
Dear Hichard:

Hope this finds you, Helen and the kids well and happys I've called in a
few timesy the shop seems to be progermg in my absence., So far we're not
a bit homesieck, although we would like to see the new grandson soon, he'll
have to wait until April 20 or so.

At the moment we're cruising south in the Arapian Sea, and the coast of In-
dia 1s in the hazy background off the port side. The horizon is dotted with
dozens of salls, prob:bly belonging to coastal schooners or fishermen. Prob-
ably India 1s too poor to afford much sport salling, The petrol shortage has
likely brought on a resurgence of sails for those toe poor to purchase it.

We spent one of the most delightful days imaginable yesterday in Bombay. Let
me start by saying that India has never had a particular attraction for me,
and I had always pictured it (if bothering to go that far) as infested by
beggers, lepers, dirt, fleas, a few ragged temples, and generally as rather
a drag on the rest of humanity.

But I found Bombay a lively, vibrant eity; with/a moderh skyline like Dal-
las, and under that a thoroughly enchanting maze of streets, marketa, shopsj
and a paradize for people-watchers. We were warned several times tha& it vas
not safe for a Suropean to wander about on his own...that he would be res-
ented and probably robbed. But I spent three enchanting hours Sunday morning
wandering about in the maze of markets an 4 back streets l”iﬂ{ only two
other Europeans, and never felt safer. People were rritndiy, sriling k
at me, and shopiupors were courteous and not pushing. They were eager to
sell, of course, but I seldom got the hard sell.

We had taxied to a place called Crawford rarket the previous day, and vere
promptly adopted by a "licensed gudde”. We resisted at first, but h e was
convineing, and it turned out to be a good deal., The market ls huge, some
four square blocksfinder one roof, and contains thousands of stalls selling
flowers, frults, vegetablss, eggs, novelties, ete. They are pretty well de-
partmcn{ed with each catoiory clustered inte a group. Our guide insisted on
us sampling fruits and spices (without charge), and we still don't know. what
some of them are.

Then he led us to a nf:azo of shops nearby, and we made a few purchases, ine
cluding a little scal®@s, obviously used, but perhaps unique, Our gulde was
hard to turn off; we wanted to buy a bell, and dids then he kept shoving us
more and more bells. The same with anything we'd pause to look at. He ine
sisted on doing the dickering, saying he could get a better price, but I'm
sure he was ensuring his commluion in the deal (vhich he'd pick up later),
but that was all right, agthe prices vere very cheap.

We heard of a place in India where they serve you with LSD and the pill, so
you can take a trip without the kids.

Bombay has seven million people, and was originally seven 1little islands jut=
ting out from the mainland into the Apabian sea. The space betveen vas filled
mi s0 virtually the khole city is on made land. They are still undergoing
this process, and are reclaiming land from the sea. They don'tuse machines
such as bulldozers. Seem to be doidg it with trucks and menm vith baskets. It
was explained to us that with the huge population of India (some 650 million)
employment has to be found, so they avédd machines in many cases, and use
people as much as possible. .

A common laborer works as cheap as 62¢ per day, so it makes comron sense to
hire as many as possible.
Regards,
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February 2%, 1975
Dear Bob and Helen:

Wie're happily sailing the Arablan sea, leaving Bombay yesterday and Mormagoa
today, with Ceylon the next stop Wednesday. We've ealled in several times and
Naney and the new baby are doing well now, after a few troub les at first.

India was enjoyable, which we didn't expeect, and vant to come back soon for
a longer visit. By chance met a very charming Indian lady, who invited us to
her home yesterday afterncon. She, her husband and son live in a condominium
overlooking the Arablan sea, but uhr'ortunately another has been buillt between
them and the sea, so most of the view isbut off.

But we sat on a beautiful balcony while their servant served us tea, sort of
egg rolls with mild curry, cookies and cakes. The three-bedroom apartment was
beautifully and tastefully appointed and decorated, with among other things,
a whole w: of print blocks (someth: 1ike wood cuts) that had been us:

to stamp designs on cloth. They were first stained dull blaek, then the flat
surface peinted various colors. Then they had an inner door tfxey bad varnishe
ed a natural sandalwood color, and glued or nailed a delicate sandalvood
screen over it. Also they had several ancient stone figures, centurles old,
from llindu temples that they were very proud{of.

It was a thrill enmine in Bombay &t night, ss it alvays 1s to me entering an
exotie forelgn port I¥%ve not been to...wi%h the pause for the pilet vhile far
out, the chugging tups Joining us as ve enter the harbor, the circle of lights
from the strange city, and usually a characteristic ncan{ ecomes to meet us as
we dock, In Bombay the scent seemed to have a bit of curry, a splce, and some
diesel from the tugs. Contrary to expectations, ve didn't I‘md it a srelly
city, and very rarely were we aware of any umeh at all,

During our two days there was quite a bit of swog, which didan't bother ex=
cept in long-distance plctures. Several views would have bean marvelous but
were not clear due to the haze.

Of course India 1s ma Hindu, and on gaining mdegzndeneo about 1961, she
was partitioned and lost Pakistan, vhieh was Moslem. is resulted in ziiliom
of Hindus leaving Pakistan and the same with Moslems leaving India. Ve saw
several Catholic churches and were told it is the dominant Christian relie
gion. Also from the bus saw a lutheran and Baptist church.

Many women wear the little touch of lipstieck on the forehead, vhich e had
always supposed caste marks, but were told it is merely a good luck symbol,
usually by a married woman who is happy, but recently younger girls have rade
it fashionaeble. The same with the Sikh eurbanl, whieh aboun@. They have no
special functiond anymore.s.if you like 'em, you just vear 'em, Before ve left
some of the women passengers were putting on the dot of lipstiel,

We have found, in Indla as elsevhere, that guides want to shov us the new and
nmodern, and u?-to-dste; vhile ve vant to see the old and quaint, and differ=
ent from what's at home, Ve saw many girls with swmall Jewels on the side of
their noses, and were told they sometimes have them plerced, Suprosed to.have
a new one out now that's clipson. Vould 1mn§1ne lueing would work until you
washed youw face. Also girls and vomen wearing rings on their toes, usually
the middle one. Don't know if any signifieance.

The sarl was the uniform of the day, with mest of the tourist women inélacks.

The men wear shirts and pants, with an occasional one donning the ¢c1d diaper

::ﬂ.; cogtume, Sandals are uulversal, with some Just going barefoot, but use
only the beggers. - s

Love,
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February 25, 1975

-l

three
¥ a day of rest after fxm hectic days in India, and tomorrow we
ﬁ!e“é:yiﬁﬁfyﬂl havg to pause in a few minutes to attend a lecture on it, so
hope you wait patiently until I come backs Ceeasionally along the passageways
there are red ﬁg}xta, and 1 asked a erew member what the purpose was...

Jest he said the same as they mean anywhere. I told him with this group that
would sure create an energy orisis.

On Saturday quite a few passengers got up early, caught a bus, then a plane,
and another bus, to visit the Taj lMahal, some 400 miles away., We debated, but
decided against it; as it was quite expensive, and would be an exhausting day.
We can probably get it another trip when we have more time. But those who saw
it said it wes cne of the wonders of the world.

Bombay has nice modern docks, some 4} miles of them, and the vater is very
cleans We anchored across the dock from an Jndian nevy carrier, which was al=-
most as big as o ur ship. Couldn't g:t near it though to dtke & pleture. Sawv a
dolphin or two near the dock and tried to picture them.

There are not too many cars in Bombagy yet, but you see taxis everyvhere (some
16,000 of them). India makes three kinds of cars, one of which is a Flat, and
as licens has recently expired, the Indians are menufacturing it independ-
ently. All their cars are Flat slze. We had six in one yesterday, and it was
not too bed. There are lots of old London busses (I wonder if Charles Tandy
sent his over here?), and a peculiar double deck bus as a trailer.

We were told their aute factories use mostly hend labor instead of rachines,
With the enormous population they have to have erployment for esfiany as pose
libiél;; s0 \:%ey hire 50 men Instead of one machine. Common labor is as cheap
as per ‘day.

I've driven in Ronme, Paris, London, New York, and seen wild traffic in Rie,
but I think Bombay ﬁu a aii(ht edge in reckless drivers. The tax! drivers
honk incessently, step on it and head for a crowd, just to see it scatter. Ve
took one wild ride in a taxi we'll always rermember, Martha holding on one side,
‘we the other, and esch other in the middle as he careened around corners. He'd
see a men step off the curb, and deliberately head for him, just to see him
Jumgbeck. Ve came out of the boat terminal, and uzuall{ taxis are lined up for
a g ock, waiting their turn, and the first in line would escort you to his
cab. 4

This characte# came up, took hold of us, and took us to the last eab a bloek
aways All along other cabbles were screaming at him and s and & bop came up
and started to hit him (end would if we hadn't been there). Put he persisted
and we had a wild ride. And then his feelings were hurt when I wouldn't bip
him, He wanted to wait until we were ready to go back, but I sure lied to him.
We saw sone crippled beggers, and know now they were crippled by taxis, I was
trying to cross a narrow street and waited for a truck guido a car. The truck
came up across we and I sure got thin in a hurry. As David would say, I really
puckered u pe I imagine that's why most Indians are thin. Of course %hero are
pedestrians by the millions,...I don't know what they'll do if they ever get
cars. There are quite a few motor scooters and blecycles, all fair geme for the
taxis. The taxis are very cheap, costing usually 35¢ to 65¢ for three or four
miles..sthe wost we ever paid was 1.25, a long trip.

Also there were quite a few horses and buggies, but saw no tourists riding 'em,
Just natives. A bullogk~drawn carts very com-on. Most of their goods is trans-

ported on hand-drawn garts, some 10 feet lo bal d between two
bleyele wheels, with from one to ﬂn.gon pﬁ‘ﬁu: .§:= oﬁi‘ S?tgx &Z ig ::!u of

paper, pushed one man
? z Regards,
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February 25, 1975
Dear ooe:

We're cruising at the moment along the west coast of Indila, goin g south to
Ceylon, where we'll arrive at 8:00 tomorrow morning. We are out of sight of
land {mt just saw a small power boat about 16 feet long with four mea in it,
and ";owing a gort of canoe. That takes guts.

We had to take tenders yesterday from Momgoa, perhaps 20 minutes each ]
going in like being on a duck pond, but by late afternoon there was a bris
swell and our launches tossed quite a bit, cansing a flurry amon g the pas-
sengers, I loved it, and stood on the steps outside. But vhen we got tothe
ship, the small boaé wonld rise and fall some four feet, and bang on the side
of tfm steps. They had a hard time unloading the passengers, some feecble, and
Martha got quite siek. She has been dreading the launch-ride into Bangkok, of
some three hours each way, but we got word this morning we would dock at éhc
U.S5. naval base, some three hours away from Bangkok via air-conditioned bus.

We saw some African d back in Momt s and instead of being fierce Zulu
warriors, they were hotel workers in sneakers. We were of & mind to rent a
car in Bombay, but it seems to be against the lav...you rust have a native
driver. They are feeling the brunt of the energy crisis there, and vhile I
couldn't translate liters and rupees into gallons and dollars, t'ought it was
around $1+50 per gallon, Noticed the taxi drivers irrediately shut off rotors
at lights and traffic jambsy and just occasionally {lashed on 1ights at night.
But they must have run their batteries down with the horns.

Streets at night in Bombay are falrly well, if dimly 1it, but shops vere very
din and many were open with lantern light. They are trying to eliminate traces
of British rule, who seem to have been deeply resented, so have renared all
streets with Imiim nma% and we were told there is 2 movement to tear down
many good bulldddgs, for the sole reasen they are English style. It's still a
troublod country, but they seem to be gaining in a surprising degree. They say
it's a problem to collect taxes, as there's little national patriotisrj with
many languages and dialects spread throughdut the nation.

We heard about the tourist who went up to a native woman and asked if she knew
English., She said "yes." He said "how mueh?" She said "three dollah." Ve wvere
told to drink no water, but as we managed to get Coca=Cola fairly easily, thirst
was no problem, Some people tried a native cocoanut drink, and said it took

the top of their head off. Even the ice could be contarinated, as it is nade
from local water. We went into one restaurant for a coke, ond noticed the men
sitting around sort of glared at us, so realized it was a men only, sort of
pool hall atmosphere, so backed out.

Beggers were plentiful, but not as many as I'd anticipated. The worst wvere
young women with a lmail baby on her hip, and perhaps one or tvo ghers tagging
alonﬁ. She'd pluck at your sleeve, and repeat over and over "no daddy, me hune
gry. I had onef follow me for blosks, and I tried scraping her off against
uildings, going down narrow passagevays and everything I eould think of, so
finally she gave up. Another time & boy attached hlrvuff to me as 1 was valking
a couple of miles back to the ship, and I couldn't shake him. He was n eat
looking, flairly well dressed, and 5ust trying to get up some candy money on
his day off from school.

We were told repeatedly, by everybody, not to give to the begrers. The govern=
ment is trying to stop ghe practice. 'I’he standard line for boys is "no poppa,
no mama, no sister," over and over and over. We knew darn well their poppas
and memas were ﬁ:ﬁably at home getting new brothers and sisters. Illiterag
is gradually be stamped out, as Bgm sg has over 1000 schooiu but_that {
not enough, so they go lhirh. It's compulsory. We were told the beggers
are just lazy, and don't have to beg myngro. 2

egards,
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Dear Herb:

We're proceeding on schedule, and having a wonderful time. Martha is, at the
moment, in a handicraft class where women are making yarn dolls for their
grandchildren, I've just had a good lunch, a stroll around the deck, a ses=
sion in the exercise foom, steam bath and massage, so feel wondertui. As you
can no doubt tell by now, I don't feel like writing...I just have to use my
stamps upe

February 25, 1975

On one of my rounds of the deck this morning talked to the captain a moment.
They say he runs a tight ship...full of drunks. Some of the passengers are in-
eredible. Overheard a passenger complaining to the hotel manager, who has per=-
haps 300 people under him and endless worries, that she just couldn't play on
one of their awful Steinwaysj; she was used to a Baldwin piano, and another

ship she was on provided her with o ne. Another old gal, this morning, vas ask-
ing help/ in f ing out a form they asked for. Four squares to check: did you
want a bus seat to Bangkok the first morning, baeck that afternoon, again to
B:ggkgk t:o IlOOODM day, and fourth, return ‘;hc second day. It was too comrplice
a or her

Everywhere I wdked in Bombay, saw men and boys playing cricket in the streets;
guess about the same as littio league baseball in states. They showed us a new
stadium going up to seat 55,000, used only for ericket.

An interesting visit was to a Jain temple, a sect of Hindus. It was a beautiful
place, small, with worshippers all around, and one of their rites was squatting
at a httlo ‘ahlo and arranging rice in swastica patterns. They had svasticas
centuries before Hitler. We had to take our shoes offj if we caught athletes
foot it was in a good eause. We tourists clambred among the worshippers, talke
ing and taking flash pictures. I think the guide said arranging the rice brought
on fertility...that's all India needs.

The temple had beautiful figures and decorations of pure silver. They are ad=-
dicted to non-violence, and as one of the pillars of their religion 1s reincar-
nation, they will kill nothing, not even insects. Some of them wear cloth masks
80 as not to breath in a flying insect. They are strict vegetarians, but will
not eat root vegetables such as potatdes, as insects and worns mighe have been
killed o n harvesting it. A lot of therm were monks and nuns.

Another sect is the Parsees, and they are usually well to do, 6wn lots of the
Eroperty, send their sons to school in the States and England, and dress in
uropean style with suits and ties. They do not believe in wastding anything,
even dead bodies, so they have a Tower of Silence that we saw at a distance.
This round tower is where they take bodies after death, with men in an outer
ring, women in center ring, and children in inner ring. They have resident vul-
tures that pick the bodies eclean in 20 minutes (they swear it's true!), then
they throw the bones in a lime pit. After that I got a 1ittle confused vhether
it's used for fertilizer, or thrown into the sea. There are only about 18,000
Parsees in Bombay. {

Have always heard about the sacred wows, and vwe saw sore. But in Bombay not. so
many. I went over and petted one or two...they are very gentle and seer to mind
their own business. We were told they have owners who come and collect them,

or the cows go ho me, and are milked. A couple were in bad shape and seemed to
have something wrong with their hindquarters. Oyt in the countryside we saw
boys and men herding the same kind of cows, so suppose they are milked. Also
saw a couple of slaughterhouses, so somebo&y in India eats meat.

Most of the Hindus like to be cremated, so they were quite rroud of a new Qlii-
tric crematory...,a fast one. While rolming aroun? °&§“§SX m:sning savw a small
print Bhop stopped in. One skinny 1ittle 10x15 h fed pressy a few
type cases, hand punch and 17" paper cutter. Four men working in space about as
bfg as David's office. Regards,

—




52

Dear Homer:

February 26, 1975

Hope everyth oing fine with you, and at the house. Ve are alrost halfvay

onpthovcﬁ’:u:ng tgia %eing day 40, and hate to see it go so swiftly. You coulld-
a't guess viho's on the ship. We're just steaming out of Ceylon tonight, and 1
haven't finished telling about Bombay yet...have to get my bustle in a hustle.

The eruise director is a substitute golf pro, as the golf pro hired for the
trip got in a car wreck just before. The golfera have an enclosed room on the
side of the promenade deck, and tee off a carpet, with the ball hitting a tar-
get sort 6f like an archery one. They are out there around four hours a day;
probably using the ship's clubs, as 1 haven't noticed anyone carrying ther.
Last trip we had a couple of real golf nuts, and every port they'd have the
bag over their shoulder, and off to the loecal courses. Guess they enjoyed it.

We didn't drink any, but Boubay has as milk supply, milk from buffaloes, sup=
posed to be 20% riel’:ar. Also get their cheese, but{:er and ice cream from it.
There were bts of ice cream earts, and they had little bitty cones. Also some
sort of freeze in plastic bags they sucked on.

We saw stands everywhere with sugar cane stalks laying by them. They had a
hand cranked crusher, and feeding the stalks thru 1t, extracted a liquid sugar
to which wasédded lime and ginger...supposed to be delicious. .

The Indians are known world-wide as shopkeepers, and it shows up in their nat-
ive land. Thousands of small shops of every description, from nice jevelry
sbores, to a kid with an old newspaper and half a dozen bananas spread on it.
Ve went into a "dsgartment store" which had a little of everything, and bought
some necessities. It's quite a deal buying anything., You select it from the
clerk, she writes it up in detall, gives you a carbon copy, and dispatches a
runner to the pickeup desk. After you have gotten evérything you +ant from all
departments, you take your slips to a cashier, pay him, and then with the
stanped slips, wait in line to pick up the goods. Sort of Like Edisons, but
worse. Or could it be worse? (I hate Edisonsd

We saw no chain stores, or foreign ones. They are all Indian now. They probably
have their own brands. I don't remerber anything but Kodak, Singer and Coca=
Cola from the States. India was so nany years under rather harsh British rule,
they resented it bitterly, and now have the pendulum on the dther sving.

I visited a Thieves Market, which resembles our flea markets. There vere seve
eral blocks of small permanent stores, with every imaginable object...broken
bieyele chains, tools, a worn-out universal joint, old mirrors...everyt' ing you
can imagine, and a lot you can't., They saw if your jlace gets robbed, you can
wait a day or two, then go down there and buy your stuff baek, Probably true.

Speaking of stands, I had a long walk baek to the ship Sunday morning, and aft-
er visiting an immense train depot in hopes of sitting on a gench a few minutes,
and perhaps getting a coke, found there were no benches. The squatters vould

take then over, leaving no room for travelers. But I did come onto a srmall ecity |
ark with bene! .1 and while sitting there noticed a man picking another's ear;
e had a little kit on his belt like a camera case, and it had cotton in it and
various picks. For a small fee he would go to various persons, and spend some
five minutes cleaning their ears very diligently. He used tveesers, picks and |

the cotton. Then I saw another one @r two doing the same thing..,suess it's
conmon.

All the cars seemed clean, and an Indian told us that when you park it at the of=
fice or apartment you can have it washed every day for $5 per ronth, and they do
Ve had been warned to wateh for thieves, butrgnd go prob{eg, and m'racc, onZ' ¥
when I had some money changed was called bagk to get all my change. And another
time gave a clerk too much, and he insisted on returning ghe sugplus.dRef’l' ’
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Dear Louises

i lad to hear via phone that Mary Lodke and boy were doing fine, and
1;3:;:: how you are b’agk at your desks We are at sea this morning, Bnd'l
gorgeous morning it is, We're not far from the Hgquator, but out on deck it's
cool with a fine breeze, and all the sun-worshippers are at it.

Had an interest visit in Bombay to Mahatma Gandhi's house, in vhich he
lived from 1917-1 m except for the times he was in jail. He is obviously
revered by the Ind people, who have made a shrine and museum of it. Anenin
other things, there is an miﬁor;uting ;ontcog l’;.:gvroto m:}cr “get":'rﬁ::t 4
his Nazl movementj apologizing for perhaps be presumptious, but wva

Hitler of the urioun consequences to manking if he followed lhrough on his
plan,

February 27, 1975

India seems to be making a vailant effort to limit families, asfhere are sign-
boards, saying six are nice, but two are better; and we heard that preceding
every movie there are shorts pushing the same meungo. The birth rate has slove
ed doun somewhat, but with diseases stamped out, cities cleaned up, and better
distribution of }ood. the people are living longer. Also the women are become=
ing emancipated under Mrs. Gandhi, with more working and earning independent
incomes, so they have more say in size of families. The woman is not much
thought of in Hinduism, which belief started long before Christ, and it's a
slow turn-about.

Sieaki.ng of emancipation, Martha keeps interrupting me to help her wash my
clothes, and I need it

We try to buy flowers for the cabin in various ports, and it's not easy. But
in Bombay we went into this huge native market and there was half a block of
nothing but flower stands. So we bought a bouguet of roses, already wrapped,
for about 88¢. On unwrapping back in the cabin found 36. I% was a long packe
sge and someone had spent hours tying other stems onto the short rose stems
W t!’z thread, very carefully. We didn't care, as we have a short vase.

We saw lots of squatters on public land, living in miserable hovels of just
bits of cardboa: lumber and scrap pleces of steel. Men and women vere
sprawled out on sidcvalkl sleeping, with Jjust a piece of cloth over ther, and
perhaps a little bundle of charcoai and another of food...just living on the
sidewalk; not pecessarily beggers. But heard there are not near asftany as fore
merly, and they are being settled into public housing. As in othevblaces, with
the hordes of people, we saw only one small public restroom,

fvery time 1'd stop for a picture was surrounded by curious, swiling men, and
they were interested in my small camera. I saw no natives -~ith careras, and no
camera shops, so guess they can't afford it, But then, I don't run around Fort
Worth photographing things. All ve ran into spoke some form of Egglish, rostly
pretty goodj although every Indlan state its official language and hundreds of
dlalects, must make a nightmare to administer.

We saw lines formed in front of theaters, some American rovies, but India leads
the world now in making films (over 500 per year), with Japan second and poor
old Hollywood trailing third. They don't have television yet, so the cinema is
extremely popular and cheap.

There are hand carts about 10 feet long, balanced on an axle betveen two biby-
cle wheels, and the bed is filled with htelo cans about the size of a gallon
wilk bottle. These are 1 h that h i pack every morning for their
husbands and kids in school. The little man comes by the house, plcks uo the
bucket, delivers to school or business, and charges only $1 per month.

Love,
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February 27, 1975
Dear Cherry and Hap:

Guess you've been kept up to date on Nancy and the baby. We've calldéd in a

couple of times and talked to them, and once they pinched him so we could hear
him ery, which Martha loved. The &r:lp is extremely interesting and enjoyable,
and we only regret that it's almost half over, and seems like no time at all.

We went to a big public market in Bombay, Crawford market, to just walk around
and see the sights but was approached by a young man who !naintsd on accompany-
ing us, showing us a round piece of brass. 1 thought he was trying to peddle
it, bub he finally got thru that it was a license badge, and he was a guide.

As heWas hard to shake off, finally consented, and he tmmned out to be a jewel.
He took us all over the market, explaining everything, and then into all the
intricate ways and byways of tl’:e surrounding neighborhood. Me said he was 30
years old, unmarried (couldn't afford It), and he kept asking about US polities,
houaing, cars, lixon, watergate, ete. I tried to explain, but dldn't get ac-
ross think, Of course I don't understand it either. We gave him 10 rupees
or 1.2% for the afterncon, and he seemed enraptured.

I made arrangamantl to see him at 9:30 Sunday morning, while Martha vas resting
up, and spent a wonderful three hours, seeing only two Europeans the whole morn-
ing, and millions of Indians, Tried to give him 10 rupeces again, but this time

he wanted $10 (the kid smartened up), so as it was vorth it, gave in.

You would be interested in a little instrument (don't know vhat it's called)
that some of the kids were playing. About the size of a typewriter, and wvith
sort of typewriter keys, the keps depressed onto strings like a piano. Didn't
hear it too clearly, as meantime other kids were keeping time on tin cans. Then
the open palm.

As we were running around loose one nﬁht, went to the Taj Mahak hotel (no con-
nection with the real Taj Mahal 400 miles away), and it was a beautiful old
hotel some 75 years old, and used by the British top brass during their reign.
Some of the chandeliers and furnish ngw were out @f this world, and would have
loved to cart off some of the immense teakwood trunks that mus! have taken
years to decorate.

We were enchanted (at least I was) by Bombay, and it's one of the must return to
citles we have on our list. It's not near uﬁir as 1'd imaglned, but of course
not clean either. But the streets are swept regularly; and it 1s not nearly as
dirty as Philadelphia, which is the filthiest city I'we ever seen.

It's against the Hindu religion to drink, and only recently have hotels and re-
sorts been pernitted to serve drinks to éuropunl. But they sure rust smoke a '
lot, as Bombay is plastered with cigarette ads on billboards, and the side of
busses. The sidewalks have big red splotches on them vhieh look 1ike blood, but
M:':htr:: the betel nut which people chew, then spit, It turns their teeth and
mouth red.

Indians seem to be fairly modest (after Africa), but I sav a woman who lives on
the sidewalk wake up, take off her blouse, and scrateh herself thoroughly be=
fore starting her hard day. Again came up behind an old woman walking in the
street with her rear bare, and her front topless, but she had a sort of anron
on. And a little girl vnlﬁing along nonchalantly, with the face of a 12-year-
old, but topless with long breasts, very flat.

Before sailing, & troupe of dancers came on board, and were wonderful. Their
g P wf:ﬁlll;imt, and “1:1.:" inizrung wi%h one man, who th;;uw aHbrau

abou @8 Across, W a rim curv about three inches. He

! feet gn gho {h‘,tgng didq’au léinﬂ ‘Zﬁ dancogg :goo igg rogt. backwards .‘.’}‘J

ide cross oor. Was entrancing.

g" ﬂnng 4 Tevs, g+ Hope Joelle has you broken in to
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February 27, 1975
Dear Don:

I was sorry to hear about your illness, and hope you are back in the pink by
now, Am due to call in tomorrow, so wily enquire. Am just u p from lunch, and
there's a big tanker off our starboard bow, going from Arabia to no telling
where. It's very deep in the water, so has a full load. I wondered about them
loading so much oil, but a erewmember said that as oil is lighter than water,
it's not about to a!nk and does not hurt if the deck is awash. I can't undere
stand that, but undoubledly it's true.

I always like to stay out and see the ship leave a harbor. We left Bomb ay with
two tups pulling and two pushing us avaLfrom the doek. I would think it simpe
ler for us to just crank up slowly and back out of the pler, as there vas open
water behind and aside us. But probably there are local laws and the ship has
to use the tugs. One port we were late leaving for some reason, add e had a

tug front and another aft, pushing against the side of the ship; but ve were
still against the piler. I presume they were hired to appear at a certain time
and push us, so to earn their money,.{y gosh, they were pushing!

I'm constantly amused at the anties of some of the passengers, and was in line
this morning to get Singapore stamps, and an old lady was rom!ing &f the poor
little Duteh girl because the stamps were so expensive...much more than at
home. She can spend several thousand dollars on a trip like this (and I noticed
she had on a bunch of rings), but has to gripe about a few cents to send a let-
ter halfway around the world. The other day the girl ran out €f stamps, and was
very patiently explaining, vhen some &3d blddy said that was dreadful, and just
wouldn't let up. Another passenger suggested she complain to the captain (in
est), and she said that's exactly what she was going to do. They always offer
0 tal’fe your money, then in port will lick the stamps themselves and post them.
I felt like telling her if she had to have them, to just squat and have them.

Quite a few of the men passengers are vcuini wigs, obviously, and a few look
1like Woolworth specials. One old man has a sickly yellow one, and he has the
sideburns jutting out ewr the earpieces of his glasses. Anotfxer has a Jet blaek
Buster Brown one, but the sideburns are a bit short, so his natural grey side-
burns show. Ineiaontally he runs a lot and I've seen hiw exercising in the vind,
with his hair blowing, so he must have some good double edge tape. Another old
goat with a face like the bottom of a garbags can, has sort of a city slicker
wig that fits like a German WWII helmet.

We went to a sort of off-the~beaten-path place, Marmaczoa (Goa), India, and found
it interesting. The ship laid out quite a ways, so had to go in by our own
boats. Was calm as a tea kettle going in at noon, but the return was rough, and
Martha got sick, I loved the trip and stood sort of outside on the stairs, but
getting off the tender was rough, with it bobbing uphnd down some four feet,

and banging against the landing stage. Some of the feebler ones had a hard time;
but guess everybody made it back, We got to the dock by the skin of our teeth,
but the ship left two hours late, so guess they waited for others, and the
rough sea took longer.

Goa was an old Portuguese colon¥ for some ;gg years, and only in 1962 India sent
in a forece and took it away. It's a small ian state of some 1500 square miles
and mostly rural. Before the Portuguese it was prominently used by the Moslems
to board ship for trips to Mecca, but has declined in the centuries since. We
saw many big, fat ore ships louds.ng iron ore for Japan around us. Sort of motore
ized barges grought the ore, piled in pyramids, out to the ships. From eight to
12 laborers scooped the ore into nets, which were lifted by the ships' cranes,
and into the holds, Ordinarily you see big bucket scoops doing this bu& India,
with her huﬁn population and need to make work, prefers employing mén. There
were also ships bound for the United States, vlth Manganese.

Regards,
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Dear Johni

I don't write many dear john letters, and let me tell you it is a thrill to me
when I get to. They told about a giri tumbler who went to confession, and she
felt so good at getting her sins off her mind, she did cartwheels down the
church aisle. Another girl, waiting to be next, got upto leave and the nriest
enjoined her to stay, askhe was next. "I'm sorry, Father,J can't do it...I'm
not wearing my bloomers."

February 27, 1975

1 just came down off the bridge, which we're free to visit at certain hours of
the day vhile at sea. The ship's doing a little over 20 knots with a tail wind,
and top speed is about 23 knots, which burns a lot of oil. She consumes abZout
half a ton of oil a mile under normal conditions. Of course that's lights, air-
conditioning, cooking and a host of other drains besides running.

The price of oil is a main concern to the shipline. For instance, we took on
none in India, as it's too high therej and will p& into Singapore lov, but that
is about the cheapest oil in the world. The States are fairly low, except for
Hawaii. Japan also has cheap oil for them,

The second officer sald the ship is making a little money, but mostly marking
time to see how things will turn out. They don't make much on these world
cruises; making afreat deal more on short one and two-week cruises. But the
world cruises are apestige thing, and they personally love them.

de parked next to a gorgeous ship, the Royal Viking Soa' out of Oslo, Norway,
on a 97-day world eruise along roughly the same path we're taking. I went on
board her and fell ln love. She's gorgeous, not over a year or two old, but
much smaller than the Rotterdam, holding aaout 350 passengers to our 856. The
lounge had blg over-stuffed swivel chairs, as did some of the public fooms ove
erlooking the sea, and they had an observation deck high up above the bridge.

We are losing a couple of entertainers to that ship, and taking on a girl sing-
er who makes her debut tonight. Ve gain and lose m%ertniners thru the eruise,
as they usually agpear at least once a week, and don't have the repertoire to
last the entire 88 days. Of course it would rot do to repeat. The entertainers
seen to have an 033{ time of it, mingling with the passengers and not having
to work very hard, but the entertainment directors, music director and one of
the groups is ham; at it every day, for they have !c accompany and direct who-
ever is entertaining that night. ! met an assistant on deck a few rinutes ago,
a fine young man from Maryland, and he was muttering that it was like working
in a zoo. I told him that 1t looked fun to be an inmate.

We spent an enjoyable afternoon in Marmagoa (Goa), India, mainly on a srall is-
land which is separated from the mainland by two rivers. A lot of rice is grown
there, and there were piles of salt some three or four feet high in the naddies.
The guide insisted (and repeated it several times) that tley are salt beds in
the dry season, and rice paddies in the wet. It was hard to believe,

We visited a beautiful old Portuguese fort, established in 1612, which had been

a prison as well for political prisoners until 1961, and now houses some 300

eriminals. We didn't go inside, and see a soul around., It was surrounded by &

g::l,; nc;:t about 20 feet deep (no water) and 20 feet wide, with sheer walls on
sidese

It was rather rocky poor country, and picturesque mainly thru the people, anime
als and bulldings. They had some small ferries that would be fun to ride, but
we had not the time. Visited a beautiful new hotel to attract tourisés, with a
magnificent beach stretching for miles, swimming pool, and Indian styl& cot-
tages for 1% to $20 per day. f

Regards,
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February 28, 1975
Dear Maec:

V. a delightful time, and woke up this morning to a gorgeous day. It's
g:rﬂo imagh‘u that hor; it's 10300 o'clock, and you're hugging a pillow at
home (%) at 9330 the previous evening. Theforts are coming faster than ve
can keep up with them. I'm still reading an African book, and haven't even
touched two India and one Ceylon books, although we've been to both. Our visas
have been approved for Red Chinnz so far it's go-go. Some of the passengers
were turned down without explanation, and we have no idea how they picked 'em.
Frobably Jjust wanted so many of us, and Jjust eliminated so many at random.

The different languages sboard are fascinating: American, English, Duteh, Ger=-
wman, Filipino, French, Indoneslan and probably others I haven't run across.
They say the last group into Red China were eating at a restaurant, and one of
the tourists sat on a tack in his chair. The waiter charged him §25 for acu=
puncture.

We've seen some pretty primitive boats, some out of sight of land off the coast
of India, One had some kids in 1t, and vere fishing with small nets on the end
of poles...don't know whet they were catching. Also have seen plenty of rice
paddies with natives bent over working them. Some of the old people have a
permanent stoop and are bent over terribly. That would be a heck of a way to
spend your life, Rice grows only in the south of Indla, while the northerners
are wheat eaters.

| We have Indonesian waiters and room stewards. Sometimes 1t's a little havd to
| gct over what you want, but on the whole they do fine. They have their own

minghroom and cooks, and food. Probably like highly seasoned curry. We just
‘ left the little Indian state of Goa, which until about 1962 was a Portuguese

possession, At some tlme in the dim past there was an invasion there, and the
P&0 English ship line helped to repel the invaders. So ever since they have a
loose contract with the Goanese to use them only on their ships, We had four
cruises on P&0 ships and got well acquainted with some of them.

Last year in Hong Kong we went out to see the wreckage of the old Queen Eliza-
beth...it was Just a rusted heap of wetal sticking a bit out of the water, not
recognizable as a ship, I always wondered what happened to it, Back in 1939
we were at Fort Lauderdale, and th:z were getting up steam in her to sail to
Hong Xong; a man named Chan (I think) had bought her and intended to turn her
into a floating university. Anyway, she sailed and was being refitted in Hong

Kong, when mysteriously, from nine to 18 fires broke out $imultaneously; she
burnt and sunk,

I asked one of the ship officers about it yesterday, and he said Chan had all
the money in the world. It seems the Queen was hoavlly insured, and he recove
ered millions. If he hadn't been so rich and so powerful, he probably wouldn't
have received a dime.

e were in Hong Kong at the hoirg‘ht of the energy crisis last year, and saw two

big, beautiful Orient Overseas Line ships laying at anchor, with noone aboard.

They had salled full of passengers to their home port, and Chan (the owner) had

told all passengers to get home the best way they oou:ld; refunding some of their

woney, of ecourse., Other ships, ineluding ours, seemed to get plenty of fuel, but

ny orticer friend sald Chan was subject to moods, and if he could save a dime,
e. 1 would think it hard to m-!.ntlin a repntation for stab-

ility that way, as obviously none of those passengers would ever step onto one
of his ships again.

Just came down from the promenade deck, leav Martha doing her nalls. 1 ret
gnd wate ini the exerclsess. One gl%'ffoa %‘;ior dgon 25 rgundl per day (about

ve miles) without a pause; anothe: ig man seems to be either running’ or
walking off and on all day. Another older man told me he walked an hour and a
half...didn't count rounds. Regards,
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February 28, 1975
Dear Aunt Gladys:

Will take a few minutes this beautiful morning to type this. Marthads sitting
up on deek doing her nails and enjoying the unending faseination of watching
the ocean, At the moment it's the Indian ocean.

We just left Ceylon, or Sri Lanka since 1972, when she gained total independence
froga Britain, Di th; whole I didn't care m\:ef: for it, and think it would be a
dreary place to live or stay awhile. Can't reall: puﬁ my finger on it; but I
much preferred Bombay., Perhaps I'u.getting blasel

Ceylon is the world center of Buddhism, and changed over from Hindu 600 years
before Christ. The Buddhists (along wi{h Hindus) think life painful. They say
pain comes from desire, so eliminate all desire through right views and be-
liefs. They belleve in reincarnation, and are reborn forever, sometimes with
long gaps between lives. If you do poorly in this life, your next one you may
be a gnat, ant, or insect. It's mainly e religion for men, and try to ignore
women.

We saw many Buddhist priests, who wear bright saffron robes. They only are al-
lowed one, and one meal a day before noon. They have no jewels, no comfort;
although 1 saw one carrying an umbrella. Their heads are nhavo&. It's not nec~
essary to be a priest for life...many yo men just sign up for a one-year
hiteh, They have 10 commandments roughly similar to ours, but worship no god.
They say there may be a divine being, but don't make an 1saua of 1it.

Some have begging bowls, add begging seems to be their only income, along with
offerings from the ra:lt)':rul. We visited a beautiful Buddhist temple, Asokara=
mdya, with wonderful figures of Buddha and other groups. Our shoes vere left
outsidn, and ve had to tip a young man to get them baek, Tnside an old nriest
explained things, speaking good fnglish. They had masses of fragapani pedals
laying at the base of the statues, giving a lovely aroma to the place.

I tried taking some flash pictures, but my flasher didn't work. So ve returned
to the ship for lunch, and as we wanted some pictures,decided to return. Ve
got in a taxi at the pier and told the driver to take us to the temple.,.he
sald it was a great distance and would be $10, which was rdédiculous. Finally
agreed on §7. 1 got my pletures, and the 11ttlo priest gave me a few blossonrs
(again) and asked for a do nation. On the way back we told the taxi driver

we wanted to go to the Fort area to shop...he insisted on taking us some
blocks away to a crummy jewelry store, which made us furious. We piled out
paid him his $7 and refused to enter the Jewelers, then hiked baek to the fort
and did our shopping. I deeply resent being browbeat by taxi drivers that way;
which doesn't happen often.

We wanted to buy some simple souvenirs, but in Colombo you do not dare to look
in a window.,.they're out immediately f\uatl.‘lng you inside. Once inside you fire
tually have to fight them off to get away, By that time I was getting my £il1
of bogger:a also, who won't take "no," they sometimes pester you for blocks.
Wle agquired a guido who insisted on leading us to four jewelry stores, always
promis wonderful bargains, and ve finally bought a couple of trinkets at a
reasonable prices

I wanted to hoof it back to the ship, as we could see it Just a fev bloeks off,
but kept ending up in dead end stroe&l, and the back yard of the municipal po-
lice station, so finally gave up and caught a cab.

1 wanted to come ashore again after resting a bit, as the ship didn't sail for

four hours, but the thought of runn the gauntlet of taxi drivers :z,n'.gu,
beggers, s!an:p salesren and jewelers discouraged me, and 1 dldn't g5 back.

Love,
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February 28, 1975
Dear Jimmy:

We're plugging along...managing to endure it. This noon passed halfway point in
trip in mﬁeage, a little over 16,000 miles; and the ship is running beautifully.
Wonderful weather so far, with a fouch of rain here and there, is all.

We passed up an organized tour in Goa, and took a taxi on our own with another
couple. Usually the tours are excellent, but Goa didn't have all that much to
see. We crowded, six of us (driver and guide), into a little India-made taxi,
and proceeded to see the sights. First of all, we had to go to 0ld Goa, a Portu-
{ueaa settlement centuries old, and toured three enorrous Catholic churches. It
coked to me asAf the Portuguese Catholies were like the Marines. The first thing
they erected upon landing was an officers club, and the second thing was
slit trenches.

But these were enormous' beautiful old churches, gilded with gold. One, the
Church of St. Francis D'Assisi, has his rerains entombed there, and they uncov-
er them to take a look every ten years. Supposed to have broken off a toe sowe
100 years after he was dead, and it bled. After the third church and museur, vas
about getting my £ill of churches, but the rest of the drive was great. The taxi
had to stop and get a tire changea on the way back to the ship, so re made it by
the skin of our teeth. That always adds to the adventure.

We didn't really care for Colombo, Ceylon. It's not a very pretty city, although
the countryside is lush, and we saw some beautiful beaches. It has a fev attrac=
tive old buildings, and a beautiful modern office building going up, sinilar to
the Swmnit buildings. On the whole it's shabby, and renminds me of Manila.

There are five English dailid®s there, and many in native languages. Ve visited a
little print shop, down a back alley off a main street. They had two strange~-
looking hand-fed presses going,and a modern Heidelberg cylinder letterpress. The
young man I talked to said business was good and they had all they could do.

Transportation seems mostly on foot, with lots of little black taxis with yellow
tops, native of nearby Indla. We vere supposed to get air-conditioned buseS...
they were wlth three fans, and ve couldn't get the windows open. But was a nice
day...not too hot, so we didn't suffer. Most buses are ordinary lookin-, but
there are lots of 6ld London double-deckers, very shabby and beat-up. 1t 1ooks
like they just barely keep 'em running. Lots of deliveries seem to be made via
bullock carts. There are also some rickashas running around, dull little one-
passenger black ones. But didn't see one with passenger. Perhapss they use for
small package delivery.

We went into the Petta (7) area, where there are thousande of little shons and
stands, with mostly used Jjunk. 6ur guide said if you are robbed you can vait a
day or two, then go into thk area and buy your articles baeck. Traffic vas not
too bad, but they drive on the left. Of course it's a poor country and not many
can &ford cars. ot as poor as India, but rather poverty stricken; and not the
great hordes of people on the street.

The island is about 38 miles south of India, 140x270 miles (25,000 square miles)
and has about 13 million people. Colombo is‘bout the size of Dallas. Temnerature
averages 80 degrees the year around, as it is near the egquator. There's a moun~
tain in the interior that's 8000 feet high, and it's cooler back there. We saw
some mounted policemen at the pier on the most beautiful horses I've ever seen.

We run into slobs everywhere. On the tour bus we sat up front, and a man across
from us occupled two seats. A lady came up and asked if she could sit there, and

he said "No, where would 1 put oat?" So he ki rornil
she bounced’around on the cxlzowdﬂ gagk selg. e ST Y

Regards,
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March 1, 1975
Dear Ernie and Dorothy:

We're halfway on our trip today, and regret that we'll be going downhill the
rest of the way. It's wonderful, and have enjoyed it all. Seeing some of these
countries certainly makes us appreciate the good ole U.S. of A. Nobody approa-
ches us in our personal freedom and prosperity.

We've just left Colombo, Cu¥1on, and tomorrow are due in Singapore. Singapore
is one of the four cities I've always dreamed of seeing (London, Vienna, Hong
Kong, Singapore), and will just leave Vienna on the list.

We were net at the pier at Colombe with a 13-man native band, ealled Kandy
dancers, with 12 drums and one flute, Vas very interesting, but they wouldn't
play my requests. Later in the day, just before leaving, another troupe came on
board and entertained us with various dances. One was fantastic...2 young man
with what looked like tightl y rodled newspapers, the ends aflame, vhich he
held to his face and chest, and kept putting in fxiu mouth, apparently without
burning him. Then he'd take bits of the embers and swallow them. He should be
one great mass of blisters, but apparently not.

There's considerable upheavel in Ceylon, having just gotten independence from
Britain in 1972. Some 65% are descended from north Indians, and they are fore=
ing out a minority, called Tamils, unless thelr ancestors have been there at
least 175 years. Just taking away their citizenship and telling them to go.

It's a lush, tropical island, very near the equator, but didn't seer much hot-
ter than Texas or Kansas. Tea istheir thing, vith rico, rubber and cocoanut.
Also many gems, and seem to have as many eager jevelers as Rio, Most of the wo-
men we saw wore colorful saris, with a few in skirts and very few in slagks.
Bhe men were about evenly divitlsd wearing pants and shirts, and sarongs, - ith
young men in shorts.

There were lots of big black crows around, about the only birds we noticed be-
sides sea gulls., Understand they are protected, and they probably drive off the
other birds. We had no trouble making ourselves understood, as everyone we con-
tacted spoke English. But street signs were in three languages, English, Sin-
hala and Dravidian, which 1 presume are Indian dialects.

This is the world center of Buddhism, and we saw many temples, as well as street
corner shrines. We were strueck by the faet that their Buddhas were thin, and
some smiling. Our gulde explained that Japan has fat Buddhas, but that ls a far
different sect, Just as Christianity is divided into beliefs and sects.

The country is pretty socialistic, and is dividing up the land, with a 1imit of
50 acres per person; 250 aeres per family., They also have free schools, free red-
deine, and a pound of free rice per person per week, We saw some middle class
apartments &'building, which are going to rent for 510 per month.

We went into an old Duteh Reformed church, pretty run down. The ship made an an=
nouncement that that bellef was hard up, and as thisds a Duteh ship, were get-
ting up a fund to give them...sort of take them under the ship's ving., T kno
they got some money and clothing from passengers.

We saw some immense banyan trees, with dozens of branches, some of which drop to
the ground and take root. One ancient one had peddlers living in the trunk, - ith
a crude dwelling erected there. We encountered some persistent begzers (not as
many as in India), and they're hard to shake off. We were told repeatedly not to
donate and encourage them, But before we left they were beginning to get under
n{ skine..just wouldn't take no and followed us for blocks. But just one or twe
at a time,..not droves.

¥ Love,




s

61

Mareh 1, 1975
Dear Clarence:

1 tried to call in last night, but was told ve had no communication with the
States, so will walt until Monday. I guess when youfre on the other side of the
world atmospheric conditions are fickle. Ho pe everything going fine with you
and doing well at the shop. I

We had a short, interesting visit in Ceylon. We took a bus tour, and were awused
when we took a break at a hotel. We entered a swall jewelry shop just to browse
around, and really got the hard sell. The man had some "antigues" 200 years old,
very precious, and wouldn't let us out of the store without buying something as
we were the rlrst customers of the day. But we surprised him. The antiques vere
probably made in January and buried avhile in damp sand to age 'em.

I don't think television hasheached there yet, so wovies seem very popular, as
there are many signboards advertising them. foey make most of their own now,
which 1s leading to the decline of Hollywoed. Fort Worth Transit wovuld love to
have the business their busses have, most of them packed., But they are very
shabby and beat up. I noticed lots of tires repaired with a bolt and nut and
two washers. Guess they'd have to be tubeless to repair that way., But it seers
to hold. That would never occur to me.

| On our tour we stopped at a beautiful dld hotel near downtown, the Galle Tace Ho-
tel, and had a buffet of little sandwiches and a delicious drink 1'd never had

befores...l made a hog of myself, and was tryihg to think up a disguise vhereby

I could go up and get some more. It was made of papaya, pineapple and bananas,

fairly thick, and wonderful. The hotel had a lawn down to the beach, then &

| beautiful private walled beach; and & large swimming pool under an arbor with

| flowers and vines entwined...was a beautiful scene.

When our gulde left us at the pler, he thanked us from the bosom of his heart.

We were continually besieged with peddlers on the dock, and there vere some reste-
ing under the bow of the ship, in a boat, in the shade. They kept calling me to
"eome over," not realizlng that I could not walk on 25 feet of vater,

A man wanted to capture some gorillas for a zoo, so he hired a guide. The guide
showed up with an immense dog and a gun. The man said he dldn't want to shoot a
gorillas...Just vanted to get him into a cage alive. But the guide said to just
walt and see, So they came onto a big tree with three gorillas up 4it. The guide
shinneyed up the tree, leaving the man holding the gun, The guide shook the
branch until the ti.n': gorilla dropped out, the dog grabbed him in a vital part
and wrestled him into a cage. Same with the second gorilla. Vhile shaking the
branch for the third one, the guide fell to the ground, screamins ashe fell,
"sheot that damn dog."

We saw the ultimate in recycling paper...a sack from ome of the stores made of
two sheets of some goverament document, typed on both sides, and carefully
glued down three edges.

Most of thede tropical countries used to have droves of mosquitoes, which pro-
duced fillaraisis, or elephantitis (which I got during the war). But ve sav no
mosquitoes or flies in Ceylon, and passed a bullding labeled "filaraisis control
center" (never did know how to spell it). Anyway, saw no evidence of elevhantitis
mpt f°§,‘{“12:“°1’ h;lré.ng uero;: the :dideu% ’ :m: a horriblei:‘ﬂ'.. about four
S nor size. I wou uess he passed up treatment to give him a beggin
gimmick, But, boy, that must hurt! p S i

We always feel sorry for some of the sailers when we hit a port. Us passengers

and some of thelr shipmates are on liberty and seeing the sights, vhlle they are
doomed to scrape the sides of the ship, and slop on go @ WO! 1at. i couﬁ see
their hearts wzre not 1n their work. &2 " m G

Regards,
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Mareh 1, 1975
Dear Richard:

Will get one more letter off before hitting Sisgapore in the morning. Just care
up fron a fine lunch, but my feelings were hurt. I made some renark about the
voyage sayin§ my cup runneth over," arnd a woman at the table told me "“and so's
your stomach." Almost made me want to diet. vhile on the subjeect, there's a lot
of fat, smoking doctors aboard.

We're still talking of Ceylon, uhere they've got a eustom we ought to adopt. They
declare a holiday, Poya Day, on the full moon every month, The island 1s very re-
strictive on visiéors, in that they ean't stay over a month, and only then with
e permit. Of course, o n ship, we didn't run up against it. Imegine if you had
a pocket full éffroney you could stay until it ran out.

Singapore is at the tip of the Malay Peninsula, an island about 14 x 26 miles,
connected to the mainland by a causeway. It's alwost all city, very rodern in
appearance from a distance, with about two million inhabitants. They are con-
stantly f£ill in the sea to E:in rore land, and building more faney hotels.
For centuries it was a lalay kingdom, but few people lived there because it was
wainly Jungle and swamps, a'brim witi snakes, tigers and malarial mosquitoes.

Up to not too long ago there were so many tigers they killed a men a day, and on
occasion came into town, Pirates used it as a hidoaw% until 1819, vhen the
British purchased the island from & sultan, for about %ooo As 1t had a fine,
deep natural harboery the British saw possibilitiesy and a man named Rarfles, +ho
worked for the East India Cos did mueh of the develoning. There are no' statues
of him, &nd a grand old hotel bears his nare.

Before vorld War II the British fortified the island heavily, with all the large
guns pointing out to seay an invader coming down the peninnuia vas not consider-
ed, as it was irpassable. But the Japanese came that way, and took over Singaoore
wi!;h little struggle. As the population vas and 1s about 807 Chinese, whom the
Japanese had 1little use for, the occupation was partieularly ervel, and over
100,000 Chinese were massacred. Britain, of course, got it baek after the var.

It {:ecame an independent country in 1963, and is known as the Republiic of Singa=
pore, with a president and representative government.

As it is a natural shorteut between Europe and Asia, particularly since estabe
lishment of the Suez canal, 1t has prospered greatly, and is growing at a great
rate, It is a transshipmené point for all Asia, so has enorrmous varehouses, vith
containers and container ships now coming into their own. It is also nowv one of
the banking centers of the world, taking over since the decline of several othe
ers, like Shanghai, London and Hong Kong.

The Malays, although only a small percent of the population, control the governe

ments Emigration to Singapore was encouraged for a century, but all &t once it

was full, so they are very restrictive now. Many Chinese have been deported, une

i:sg there for several generationsj likewise the Tamils from Ceylen, vho cave in
roves.

As 1t is almost on the equator, it 1s very hot all year, vith fairly uniform teme
peratures all year, Nearly 100 inches of rain yearly rnhs of'ten, but not for
long. Since the swanps have been drained there is little natural vater, so it
has to be tanked over from the mainland, along with most of the food.

Singapore is a very presperous little country, particularly for Asia, vith about
811?80 per capita income. In comparison, India’has §70 and Ceylon $90 per year.
The peninsula preddues nest of the tin and rubber in the world, which is chan-

neled thru Singapore, adding to its income. Due to the hundredshf ships eallin,
here (':{t is theaatﬁ iar;utgport L.\ the w rld‘f goods from all over thg giobc ©
purchased here. We were told that it much cheaper to buy Japanese goods

here than in Japan.
alll!'dl;
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Becky:

We've just cast off, and are sailing out of Singapore, bound for Bangkoek day
after tomorrow, Ve ﬁad a good time there, and found the day and a half far too
short to see and shop all we wanted.

Coming in, and still out @f sight of land, we came upon a fleet of funny little
bests, about 20 to 25 feet long, and 18 of them came chugging up to us very
elose, with one recklessly outtlng agross in front of us. They sounded like
lolquitoos with sere throats, with their one-lung motors. There were rore on the
horizons..with the calm sea &hey looked like flies on a bedsheet to the horizon.
Further in, we passed close by a spall steamer, with four little fishing boats
in perfect formation strung out behind in two's...like a mother duck vith four
ducklings, golng home at sunset, Also a gilant tanker, riding high in the vater,
going back to the big filling station in the sky, Arabia, for a refill.

There were dozens of islands coming in, mostly wooded, and they say part of them
belong to Singapore, and part to the Malay states. Yould hate to sort them out.
As we neared docking at sunpdég,vere amazed that the skyline would equal Chi-
gago's modern one, with several cranes working on new skyserapers. In spite of
being just 70 miles frow the @quator, the evening was very pleasant, not hot.
Days were rather hot, but not extraordinarily so...have seen mueh hotter at home.

At home we have some trouble with English, and some people vant to introduce more
Spanish, But Jjust imagine a2 nation made up of three distinet natiopalities, +ith
Malay the official language, EZnglish used in administpation and business, Brus
the following: Chinese Mandarin, Hokkien, Cantonese, Teochew, Hakka, Wainanesey
(I'm not trying to bore you), Foochow and Shanghainese; PLUS Indian Tamil, Te
Urdu, Malayalam, Punjabi, Gujerati, Hindi and Bengali. And this is in o nakisn of
some two million people! .

We were told the nationalities pretty well keep in their own districts, and sele
dom intermarry...but it looked to us like they pretty well ran together, at least
in the business areas. But we saw dozens of soaring big apartmwent houses, vhich
the governmant is putting up at a great rate, with a flat comnleted every 33
minutes. They have spent a third of the national budget on these in five years,
and have sbout 115,000 flats completed already. We dldn't get a chance to enter
any, but they looked nices..vere said to rent as lov as $12 month for one~bedroom.
The figures don't seem to check, but our guide told us that already half the
population, or some one million are living in flats, They are bullt in /blocks
of 300 flazs, with three or four elevators in each blocke

A uhique feature on the lower income ones, was hunireds of bamboo poles sticking
out from the porches with wash on them. They have sort of a flagpole holderg
but we were wondering how a little housewife could reach the poles out vith e
heavy wet wash on it, As rain 1s frequent, they said it is a sight to ece all the
washings come in when a shower occurs (aidnft see that).

SJ.n%aporo used to have free entry, with liberal policies, but woke up to overpop=
ulation, so stringently keep out emigrants now; and vith a poliey of limiting
births, have a stable pophilation. You can have two ehildren, but after thet are
fined progressively higher funds if you insist on more ehil&ren (and they say it
works). They have 500 schools with & half million students, and education 1s free
the first seven years, with a nominal $2 monthly fee after seven. Much of the
street repair and construction is done by Chinese women coolies, Ve couldn't find
out why...they just said it has always been the custom,

Singspore is exceptionally clean, It used to be known as the cesspool of the Ore
dent, but they started to maeke money, and with prosperity got pride, so had ex=
tenslve clean-up campaigns...now 1z one of cleanest e¢ities in the rorld.

Love, _J
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Mareh 3, 1975
Dear Ida:

I'm & this as we steam away from Singapore...a beautiful and wvonderful nort
uhichy#lngo e we get a chanee to re-visit. I'm tyging, this in rhythm, as our
cabin is d?.nctly under the theater stage, and they're up there busy rehearsing
"No No Nanette®#, which we are to see in a few days. At the moment there's tap
dancing to pilano accompaniment.

We've had a wonderful trip so far with no hitehes. Were a little worried about
Nan who got sick after she had her baby, but we've ecalled in a few times and
she is okay now. She's staying with Jane at the moment, and we're afraid Jane
will get attached to the baby and won't give him up when we get home.

Between India, Ceylon and Singapore never sav so many brass dodads and souven=
irs...now I know where all the old Lino matsdre going. And I thought there was a
brass shortage (but perhaps that's causing it!).

Singapore has freedom of religion, so there are hundreds of churches and temples
to serve the some two millionﬁ population, which is 75% Chinese. They are not
Red Chinese, so worship in the traditional way, vith three main gects: Buddhist,
Confueists and Taolst. In addition there are Protestant churehes, Catholie, Hine
duy, Muslim, and many other minor ones. We visited a beautiful Taoist ternle
very brighf and gaudy, with women worshilppers buying packages of incense ané
burning them in goldsra. 1 felt like a fool going in and takinp flash oictures,
but others were doing so, and the vorshippers didn't seem to mind. It was filled
with beautiful statues, the gulde saying it mailnly appeals to women, vho offer
the ineense and fruit, and then vhen there are done, take the fruit hone,

In the back of the temple was some sort of Chinese restaurant, very attractive
and e¢lean, and I wandered into the kitchen. One of the cooks offered me a tld-
bit, I have no ldea vhat it was, but it was delicious, Our Chinese guide said

the young peo ple are turning away from the traditional Chinese religious to

Christlanity, because 1t's much more liberal and enlightened to the times. They
are exposed &o other things in Singapore schools. Among other things they have
about sbandoned arranged marriagesjthe young people marry who they want to nows.

As Singapore is very prosperous, there is little unemployment and the thriving
industries are feellng no bad tlnes. They have a minor pover shortage and energy
erisis, but it's Just a matter of cost. Their municipal power is fueled on oil.
Their wages are high for Asla, second only to Japan, The one main difference we
noticed was the absence of beggers and persistent salesmen, We about got fed up
with this in India and Ceylon, and I was wishing I had an electric cane, But it
was a rellef to be able to loock a person in the eye and not have him immediately
come up and make a touchj of look in a shop windov without someone coming out and
grabblng you and making a hard sell. Singapore had sowe eagerness, but they are
amateurs compared to the Indians. But you can't help but feel sorry for the noor
hungrit Indians, for they are desperately poor, and they aren't trying to collar
the poor innocent tourist just for the fun of it,

We always have ouf little adventures. As the ship was leavinx,nt noon, ve ‘ere
trying to gét back I1n téme, and Martha wanted some flowers. Singapore grows
and ships orchids by the m!llions, we got a taxl to drlve usto a florist, vhere
we got a dozen for $3. Ms the ship grows its own water (refines from l&l! vater)
one of the stewards told us we should have fresh water for flovers. For-e-ly
flovers had lasted no time at all, So I grabbed a pitcher and headed ashove
a half hour before we vere to sail. A couple of blocks avay saw some men going
into a little concrete bloek house, so went in, and it vas sort of a Japanese
bath house, with several open showers in use by Japanese sailors. There :ere
sore 20 Japanese tollets...they're flat on the floor, not raised at all, Toli‘l
Martha she should have gone for the water.,.would hgoe terested her pore_than
me, She asked if it was true what they always say about Japancse men. But I for-
got to looks

Love,
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Vareh %, 1975
Dear Bill:

It's hot up on deeck today, so am taking refuge in the cool cabin a little nore
eagerly than usuals I'm probably being repetitious, but I don't understand vhy
more people don't choose this way to travel, rather than fly. You sleep in your
own comfortable bed, surrounded by your own things; get up leisurely and have a
good breskfast among friends, go ashore with a mmimm of red tape and sightsee,
come back to a deliclous lunch, and rest and go out again, There's no paeck and
unpacking and living out of a suitease. And 1t's ecstasy to spend a hot day
ashore, come back exhausted, and find a eool ship; have a gool shover, put on
clean clothes, and pop into your own bed for a short rest before dinner.

The ship furnished a delicious birthday cake yesterday, and as we had won three
or four bottles of champagne, broke out one of them; and had a hilarious party.
We offered the Maitre'd a plece of calke, but he refused...sald he knew what was
in it. On a prevbus voyage, on the France, we shared two walters with another
table of six people, and 1%-. obvious they got better service and attention.
Seemed they had some celebration or birthday party almost every day. We caught
on they were faking it, so we started the same game and invented birthdays right
and left, as well as annlversaries, holy days and anything else we could concoct.
But we don't have to do that on the Rotterdam.

Singapore was very interesting. I had always imagined it very similar to Hong
Kong, as it's fairly near, and has similar racial background. But there's 1little
resemblance. I th I prefer Hong Kong, as it's more ?lntur"que and intereste
ing, but liked Singapore very much. In flong Kong there's eating everyvhere, and
rnseaurantn and food galore, but none we found appetizing. Singapore vas simile
arly equipped, but wouldn't hesitate to eat in most of the places, as they vere
clean, and the food looked delicious. They have hawker wagons, which are tiny
portable restaurants on wheels. There are three or four seats or stools, and yon
8it down under the umbrella or awning, point to what you want, and the man cooks
it for youe. We dildn't try any, as we ate on the ship, but were told it wasfood
food, and wost working people ate at them, with favorite ones.

The water was good there (we are warned agalnst it most places), and had a wide
cholee of other places to eat as well. There's Chinese, Indian, Japanese, Luro=
pean, lalay, etes (and that's a big ete.) eating places, with such exotic foods
as roast cockroach and shark fin soupe

We visited a sort of Chinese Disneyland (but with no rides), called Tiger Balm
Gardens. A very colorful park, with hundreds of figures from 18 inches high to
over life size, portraying Chinese fairy tales. Tiger Balm is sort of Chinese
Lydla E, Pinkham, and used by untold million s of them. It made an enorrous
fortune for a man named Aw Boon Pa.r! dead now, but the company is ecarrying on,
It is said he established gardens like thou'!.n several citiles, along vith pala-
tial residences, each equipped with staffs of servants and vives.

Many of the scenes at Tiger Balm were gruesome portrayals of tortures and kille
ings, mostly the Chinese version of hell, I guess. Ve spent only half an hour
there, so did not begin to cover it., The park is free, and costs Tiger Balm some
$2500 per month maint and upkeep; but I imagine 1s worth millions as advere
tisement. Seemed populap with the local dendzens. Would hate to have some of
those rites performed on me...looks 1like they would smart a bit.

We traveled around in a nice 37-passenger lercedes air-conditioned bus. It was
made in Singapore, so must be a licensee. It had the notor up front by the drive
er, with a smaller mwotor in back ehu.sing constantly for the air-conditioner.
The narrow-seated busses aren't mede for vide~seated Americans.

There were tiousands of taxis, English and J. 5 11 ¢ bout the siz
of Toyotas, They drive on the lef thoro?..ilt‘ 11. H maltrmji;:.i& ;ogg;-n o ﬁéﬁ t-
driving. All the cars are clean, as tth say they're washed daily, as’ in ot
places we have seen. egards,
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Mareh %, 1975
Dear Dotty and Gene:

We are still thoroughly enjoying the trip, and resting up today between Singarore
yesterday and Bangkok tomorrow. People are lining the ralls today, to wateh the
fiying fishes, which are about the first we've seen on th is cruilse.

We enjoyed Singapore, a beautiful eity, and have a big vase of orchids as a mo=
mento in our eabin, which cost $3 a stalk and each stalk having many on it. They

w profusely there, and are exported all over the world. Even the highways and
gglevards are lined with them and other flovers. We visited a beautiful botane
ical garden, vhere they have dozens of varieties yowing in vots, all labeled;
and the "soll" is broken briek and charcoal, that's all, It seems that the hunide
ity 1s so high on the little island, then never need to water.

Also some tropical cannon ball thees, with these large balls a little smaller
than bowling balls, hanging from branches. And a queor tree called courourpits,
that has a big trunk, but with thousands of small branches starting at the
ground, up the trunk and along the larger branches. They.used to have +ild mon-
eys in the gardens, but got to be such & problem iot rid of them. Ve noticed a
steady whistle in the gardens...turned out to be Asian crickets (no rise and fall
in the sound).

As Bingapore is very prosperous we saw sorme gorgeous homes that put sowme 6f vans
to shame, All seem to have beautiful lawns, shrubs and trees...and flovers. Ve
rode out several miles to the suburbs, and saw endless beautiful riddle class
houses, although half the population hre in flats. We passed a big floral cloek
on the side of a hill in a park, some 25 or 30 feet across, that was running.
Can imagire what the vendals woulé do to that in the States.

We went out into the country Sundey night, to & beautiful place called the Villa
Saujena, on &-lovely bay overlooking the Atpaits of Jahore. It vas like looking
across & wide river, but we realized that it wes another country escross the
stream - Malaysia., Ve watehed a gorgeous sunset over the vater, and after sore
drinks were served a lMaleyslen dinner, deliclous but different. Some of the
dishes were a little hot with curry, but we found them intriguing, After the meal
watched a program of Javanese and Malaysian dances, and & Malay vedding cererony
was staged. Wwas a beautiful evening to remember. e announcer vas a pretty
Maley girl witk a sort of sing=song, up-and-dovn accent; like she didn't really
know Enilish, but perhaps just learned the words by rote. Some uncout: elod in
the audlence celled out, "I love my wife, but oh you kid." Their drinks vere
served with frangipengl flowers on top.

The Republie of Singepore flag has a half poon (sigrifying it's young), +ith five
stars, standing not for territories or states, but democraey, freedom, peace
gquality and justice. I like thats We saw a large monument erected arter World
Wer 11, which they felt severely here. Of 70,000 British soldiers there in the
war, 2%,000 were killed. The Japanese had a severe occupation, and our guide said
he will never forget it, although only a boy et the time. Constantf fear, hunger
and diseasse., Instead of their usual rice, they had to eat tapioca and sveet po=
tatoes (in limited quantitles), and this resulted in beriberi and many deaths.

We visited a house of Jade, an old beaufiful residence, with over 700 beautiful
figures, wany ancient and priceless. I wanted to visit a cable car ride from the
island of Singapore across to another small island, but hadn't the time. There are
miles of smwall shops, endless numbers of them, with lots of them in twongtory bull-
dings, with the owners liviang above. Pew prices are marked, so you are supposed to
dickers I don't like tolnir don't care for the price, Just leave, But found this
is very effective in br: gi@lg the price down, whether } want to or notéml'or they
often follow you oul the door, chanting lower prices with every step. ve had
thags:ome down to as low as a quarter of original price. That's sometimes hard to
resist.

Love,
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March %, 1975
Dear J.D.3

\

I've anticipated running out of things to write about, but quite the contrary,
am seeing slommany interesting sights that I'm getting behind deseribing them.
There's a rumor on the ship that a man died a day or two ago, We've heard this
on &her cruises, and they sure hush 1t up..enever anything official. But 1
think 1f you go\‘.'ta goy this vould be the ideal time. Anyway, this guy 1s sup=
posed to be refrigerated below, so we're all watching our ice cubes.

Singapore was fairly hilly, not flat as I had pletured it, but the highest
"zountaln" 1s a little over 500 feet. Most of the streets are a little narrow
by our standards, but they had some broad boulevards, three or four lanes :lde
oing each way, separated by a median with orchids and frangipani groving bro-
usely. They have cleaning cmpaiggl all year; with lgrlying for flies and mose
quitoes (and they seem to be eliminated...ve saw none). We heard they hose down
the streets twice a day, but we didn't see it.

As they have so me 100 vehicls accidents a day, they have signs up which say
"Speed thrills but kills.'" Also many street signs warning against littering,
with fines up to 500 Singapore dollars. There are no rickshavs anymore, asfhey
were banned as be. inhumane. But they have hundreds of "trishaws," an ordin-
ary one-speed bidyele with side-car, usually pedaled by an old Chinaman. They
could hold two Aslans, but only one broad-besmed American. Ve saw a fev faney
ones with light, hora and chrome feanders, but most falrly shabby.

Along most of the streets, between the street and curb, are deep drairs, up to
four feet deep and two wide. They are not sewers, but probably for storms, as
there was rarely refuse in them, and seldom any water. 4s there is no curb be-
tween them and the street, 1t could lead to bloodshed if you sturbled into one,
or ran your car off.

Although near the equator, we saw very few air conditioned cars. Some have fairly
large rotating fans mounted on the dashboards. Most streets had FEnglish naves,
but naan{nt.\mas saw them in four languages, English, Malay, Mandarin Chinese, and
Tamil (Indian). lost cars are Japanese or Englilh tno American ones), but the
luxury car seems to be Mercedes. Very few VW's, Traffic 1s heavy on vealdays,

but not as bad as we've seen, and is orderly.

We didn't notlee until it was pointed out, that there are no hippies. It seems
they took a vote on long hair, and came up overvhelmingly “no." So schools have
a rigid hair code, with one day's warning; the next day the teacher will eunt it.
Boys with long hair are picked ll:g by police, and can be held 2% hours without
hi.?e charged. If they're held hours, their hair is cut. We saw a paddy vagon
taking in a youth with rather long hair. They said that this keeps out hippies,

and as post gambling was banned a couple of years agoj the crime rate h
b+ aatouilhingly. p. v ’ BO3 erime rate has drop=

1 feel the same about hipples and excessivel.y long hair as most peovrle, I guess
but I wonder if it is o function of govermment to enforce rules like t?’xat.gpublie

decency 1sfiecessary...but that's go a long way to y
frocaon of ohoics.y going g way toward suppression and against

There are a lot of pieturesque costunes, due to the variety of races. Chinese pa=
Jamasf' Indian seris, Malay 2-piece sari, end sowe Indian men in sort of long diap=
ers, Many of the pretty Chinese gals am’i Malay gals were traipsing along in short

minishirts, end apparent bserib ey
S 1t." PP ly subscribe to the olfi American adage of Jf you got it,

We saw several arny camps, very neat, clean and pretty. The British left two yea

ago for econowic reasons, so the Re ublie °§ Singapore has its own arvﬂ angaren

a la§g¢ on:hror every aﬁle—bodiod y 1s obl e& ge serve tvo years dn the agel

of 16-20, many girls volunteer a%ao.rldmual y as clerks. i
egards,
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Dear Jim:

Just a few lines today, before ve have to go wash our faces and attend a cocktail
party. Given by a coupie and their nlece frem Tyler. And ve have an invite to
another one Saturday, by four people from Abilenes g

Mareh 4, 1975

They had a golf-driving eontest the other day, off thefantail of the ship, I
went along Jjust to phngagraph it, and noone sfwwd up, Jjust the golf pro. He
looked a 1ittle chipped, and was swinging the light piutic talls into the sea
himself. Don't know how they'd judge it. They have daily polf instruction, teeing
off a met into an archery target about ten feet away, in & closed roon.

Two teen-age boys vere talkiné, and one asked the other how he liked sex. Me ree
plied, "Aw, 1t's a pain in the neck!” The asker sald, "You're Just not doing 1t
right." .

We were intrigued by Singapore, a clean, modern citys but very picturesque 'n
spots. We saw a few TV antennas, and our gulde said they get color from the
States; 1 presune taped. Ve saw many movie theaters showing American movies,
some with "superimposed Chinese sub-titles."

We visited an old hotel, the Raffles hotel, narmed after the founder of Singa-
pore, and it looked lit{le changed in 50 years, although I understand the rooms
are alr-gonditioned. It had some nice shops and we bought a few things there.
We were told of another hotel, the Shangri-la, and went over there. It. was fab-
ulous, one of most beautiful Trve ever seen, and 1 got some pictures of it.

We were lured into a place called Change Alley, several blocks along one of the
piers, all under one roof. It's about ten feet wide, and Jammed with humanity.
Hundreds of little shops, selling everything you can imagine (all new): drugs,
clothes, shoes, novelties, books, Jewelry, watches, cameras; you name it. You
didn't auo look a elerk In the eye, or pause to see anything, for they would
pounce on you like a panther with tﬁn old hard sell. But ve enjoyed it. 1 need-
ed a hat (or cap), but all were too swall for my American head, A stand in there
sold plneapple, cut the long way, sliced the shape of a candy bar, and - rapped
in paper--you ate as you walked along. =

1 went to a "thieves market" with a man from the ship Sunday, and it was an ex=
perience. Blocks and bloeks of everything imaginable for sale, in rickety little
stands, from pushcarts, and just spread out on a blanket on the ground. Most of
it was gsed, with some new, I find such places fagelnating, aany here I go, Ve
saw a big r!uh stand, with perhaps 40 dirferent pans of fish, lots of then
dried, and many ground up into meal. But it looked clean and didn't smell bad.

There's lots of construetion going on...magy high-rise buildings, and some med=
lume One curious thing is they use bamboo for seaffolding, sometimes up many
stories, It looks like an endless array of fishing poles Ea l1ittle thieker), and
la:e% to et;}tmr with some sort of vine. Guess it's strong and cheap, but I voudd
not trus .

YWe visited a little Buddha templé and I wandered into a side room and found it
the tollet. Like the Japanese, thay are flush with the ground, and never a trace
of paper. Took a pieture, and as 1 was kneeling dowa in front of it aining my
camera a woman came in. 1 bet she 1s still wondering how.those crazy A’lmericuns
go to the toilet. Or perhaps she thought instead of kneeling to Buddha, I vas
worshipping the john. .

There was a long line of taxis walting at the pier, and ve usually had a fight
with them to use their meter. They want to charge ﬁy the hour, and raan{ stiek
use Sut we bit onee, and were warned later, so. Miate§ on the me ir. fut the
Bsor guys sometimes wait there in line two hours, and 1 can't really blame them,

cause of the cost and scareity of fuel they doA't cruise much anymore... just
wait for a passenger where they let out the last one.
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Dear Linda:

We elimbed out of bed this morning, feeling grateful to be "home' but exhilar-
ated by a wonderful two days in Banikok. As the ecity is some 100 miles from the
nearest deep water, it was originally announced that we would proceed to the
city via launches. But as the ship only has five, it was obvious they ronld have
to have assistance with other boats.

March 7, 1975

But it turned out we came into a small U.S. Navy base, and were transferred into
Bangkok on 19 air-conditioned buses. It vas a three to four hour trip each vay,
and we had to get up at five the first morning and gulp our breakfast, then
(Jjust like the Marines) hurry up and wait. It wasn't funny to some people, vhen
most of the 19 buses pulled into a rest stop half along the way, and those hun- ‘
dreds of women converged onto two rest rooms in a bowling alley. But we're still |
hearing about that, and how some women tried to claw their ways to the front.

A friend and I merely strolled across the street to a filling station, had some
cokes, used the facilitles, and came back. But I'm digressing. We decldea to
stay at a hotel overnight, rather than the long bus trip to the ship, then back
tlixe next morning. Booked 1nto a very lovely hotel, and proceeded to enjoy the
city.

Wednesday night we went to a fabulous hotel called the Dusit Thani for dinner
and a show, Had no reservations, but as we got there early had no problem get-
ting in...later it was full and they turned away many. There was a beautiful
marble dance floor (where the show was performed), then raised platforr all
around the room, about 12 inches high. Then low tables perhaps a foot high, as
the Thai sit on their feet to eat. This was obviously impossible for the fat
tourists, so they made a concession and had a hole under the tables about 18
inches deep for our legs. Was very comfortable, but wish I could have taken
some candids of some of us getting seated. t

The Thai dinner was i'uat, except for one item, extremely hot curried chicken.

They served in six little bowls, then you helped yourself vhat you vanted. The

napkins were folded in a rose afmpc, starched a little, and hated to ruin the

pattern. On entering they gave each lady a rose. Five of us vere seated on each

:idc othlong tables, and as we were there first had wonderful seats for the
oor show.

The show featured beautiful and graceful Thai dances, with five girls and three
men, in fantastic costumes. They furnished a printed propram, describing the
purpose of each dance, plus a graceful girl m.c.

But what I've been leading up to all along was the accompaniment. Two young men
played instruments that sounded sort of like xyloph and r bled them, but
were of m‘:li'ﬁ suspended over what looked to be miniature canoes, perhaps four
feet long. en another man played a bell-sounding instrument, which consisted
of a horseshoe shaped base perhaps three feet across, and he sat in the open
end; and with a stick produced notes by hitting llttie protuberances, cone~
shaped raised from the base, perhaps 20 of them. Then another very pretty girl
kept the rhythm with a pair of little tinkling bells in one hand.

An impressive act was two agile young men doing a mock sword fight the swords-
men having heavy swords, and it was so raalistic one nervous old lady got up and
moved to a safer spot. ﬁut they had a sort of dance while doing it, and many
times struck sparks. It was certainly a memorable evening. Although the hotel is
obvious new, it had one wall painstakingly carved with onderful wood relief fig-
gﬁ,t:it;{g::oﬂd ui:;dt;nh mirrors, :.gg th;y had a gorgeous garden and -ater-
e e I ¥
e e T B B loiggh:eon ough large windows, and iraginatively

Love,
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Mareh 7, 1975
Dear Marvin:

With our calling in every couple of weeks have pretty vell kept in toueh, and
hope everything is okay in youm departwent. Have dropped in on several print
shops in various places, and found them very primitive compared to oursj most
of them similar to what I grew up in as a boy, with the exception that several
had letterpress Heidelbergs.

Singapore was a beautiful, modern citz, not at all vhat I'd imagined, Sections of
it still have the ori, mni Oriental atmosphere, which I suppose is what ve came
to see. But I enjoy it all, the old and new. IE'n obvious they are suffering an
energy crisis too, for buiidingl were not 1it up at night, but the streets all
had rather dimmish street lights, which enabled you to find your way easily
enough, And women were walking around, and children playing in streets as late
as 11 at night, so it apparently 1s a safe ecity.

Rushing by in cabs or buses, we saw many strange and artistic buildings, which

I wish I could have photoiraphod. It's a very prosperous city, so they can af-
ford to give rein to imugination and beauty in some of the new buildings. We
visited a beautiful hotel twice, the Shangri-la, and it vas one of the most beau-
tiful I've ever seen. We have friends we met on another trip, and thought they
were slightly nuts, as their thing was visiting different ho%ols in the ports we
visited. But perhaps they had something, as we've seen gorgeous ones seldom
equalled in the States.

Otis elevators has some first-class competition now, as we see many Mitsub ishi
elevators, escalators and power doors, We had a group of five Filinino boys
since the start of the trip as the main orchestra on the ship. They left us at
Si.n*apore to go homejbut anyway a day or two before they left noticed the drum-
er's drum looked different, with different colors behind the semi-transparency
of the head. It turned out he was packed to go, and those were his clothes.

Tell Howard I was serounging around little shope in Singapore *ith a friend, and
ran onto one with unbelievable wood figures, made of monkey pod wood, from the
Bhilippines. They were from a few inches high to massive ones seven or eight
feet tall...many life size men and women. And a couple of heads, t o feet across
that I would have liked, but they were too expensive. But I bought one three or
four feet tall, for the office, of a Filipino warrior. Debated (and +as terpted)
buying one of a savage maidenj or one of several head hunters, vith fecet on the
bodies, and head raised with one hand, and sword in another. but decided it would
cause %oo much comment in the lobby. éo bought a tame one, I think it's beau=
tiful, and hope you will all agree with me. Should be there in a couple of
months, or long after I get homej as it has to be crated, packed in a container
and shipped by slow boats The friend I was with bought one six feet high, that
weighs over 200 pounds, for his home in Chicago.

There was a very pleturesque harbor I wanted to spend more time at, but paused
only a few minutes, taking pictures of the sampans, bumboats and junks. I don't
really know the dih‘eranee but find them all extremely interesting. There is
not much living on the boats at Singapore, as housing 1s so cheap, good and
plentiful ashore. But fishing is a big in&ustry, and ve saw dogens of 1ittle
boats as we came in, many out of sight of land. .

As we were leaving the harbor, saw an old American LST, dead in the water, vith
three tugs herding it along, perhaps for repairs. It dooked well equipped, not
stripped, so hope it still fma some life and function left. A man my age stood
by the rail by me and almost eried when he saw it. Had spent tvo years as an

officer aboard one during World War II. 1t was designed to haul tanks, he said,
and the nose opened up to let them off and on. They had a very shallo: grn{t

which let them come up onto a beach. He said his never hauled tanks, but al-dst

everything else, including troops and wounded. Vant to look him up sometime =nd
get more of his war story.
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Mareh 7, 1975
Dear Raul:

Will have to finish this in a hurry, as our steward hasl't had a chance to make
up the room yet this morning. That makes for wonderful living...imaglne your
wife would appreciate just leaving the bedroom for a while, then coming back to
find it all made up, everything straightened, bathroom cleaned up, and ne:
washrags and towels. Our steward changes the washrags twice daily, before they
even get used to your face. Sometime during the evening he comes in and turns
down the beds, and turns on little night lights by each. Real homey after a
hard night of entertainment.

We found Bangkok an enchanted ¢ity, not at all what I'd pictured, but ronderful
to visit, and hope we can come bacf: for a more protracted stay. Ters 95% Budd=-
hist aml there are temples everywhere. Some rather shabby and rundovnj others
bri, fxt and shiny, with millions of dollars in gold leaf and plating on walls,
statues and rurnilhings. There are modern parts of the city alsp, and ‘e strol=-
led through one enormous department store, probably two city blocks, on three
levels, that would rival Neiman Marcus in beauty. Part of it was open and one
big store, but part of it was many little stores, individually owned.

We are usually told that merchants can be bargained with, except in the finest
shops. I dislike haggling, and would prefer (and do) to just leave if I don't
find a satisfactory price. Have found this most effective, and yon don't have
to dickers...they often come down drastically in price as you leave, We find oure
selves trying this gimmiek even if we want something, There are silk shops ev-
erywhere (they must have hordes of busy little worms), but ve did not buy any.

The city 1s crawling with cars, and as is the case with many other old cities,
has narrow, crooked streets, so lots of the traffic is a nightmare. The carsére
small, witl!n lots of Toyotas and small English cars. VWefrere told that recently,
with aggressive independence, they have started assembling Japanese cars there,
2’1‘161%16; swall Ford, Chrylior and GM cars. They have native names, so can't

ell which.

The city abounds with taxis, and they have a gimmick we hadn't seen. The hotels
have a desk by the driveway, and you tell the clerk vhere you want togo. He
speaks English (which many &ui drivers don't), and displays a board vith rost
destinations in kok, along with price of taxi there. You pay him, and he
summons a cab immediately, usually air-conditioned; and you do not even have to
speak to the driver. Ve found some places the cabs deliberately try to cheat us
poor tourlsts...this syster eliminates that.

They also have little independent "taxis," vhich resemble Cushman three-wheel:

ers, with a seat in back seating three small people. I rode in one for severa

mil es, and it was fun. But the canopy came down too low, so I had to scroonch

down to see far. Was built for smaller Zasterners. Saw some of ther with seats

parallel to the roadway, holding up to 12 natives. I'1l bet they were well ac-

%ﬁig::d :cfore the ride was over. Gasoline was about 72¢ US, pretty cheap for
ent. ;

We saw many buses, and they were usually “;uckcd, sometimes with men hanging out-
side in the doorways. Looks like they could use men like they have in Japan...
that come up at the stations and push passengers on...the rore the merrier.
There are thousands of Buddhist monks, in their bright saffron robes, and ve
noticed pairs on the back seats of buses. Our guide explained that seat is
thc!ul and they will not sit next to a woman, If a woman is there and monks
show signs of wanting the seat, the woman will move. That's supposed to keep the
ggnl:m:vay aﬁgo;:otompueig:. ul}lt&rgrriu \?:ﬁii 80 m, t:itcd upy ghoro's 211#:'.’“ nlbit

ur eyes o burn. e va sav a Toyota v: nive
orsity‘&r Beulton".gn tho‘viadov. o ¥ "y ’

Regards,
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Mareh 7, 1975
Dear Bill:

wife and I are busiby enjoying the shipboard 1ife, and the frequent intervals
g}, shoreleave. We have seen some wonderful ports, whieh I can tell you more
about when we get homej but one of the highlights of the voyage was the visit to
Bangkok, Thialand (Siam), yesterday and the day before. Above all olse& the
r:gief of not hearing of Vatergate and the railroading the media gave Wixon,.
has been worth the price of admission. I don't know why I thought of it now, as
nobody discusses it.

Thialand is the only Southeast Asia country never colonized by Western povers,
so has a fairly pure culture of its own, about 95% Buddhist, vhich I don't know
anything about, except that it is interesting to wateh. The city abounds vith
temples, and ﬂttle shrines are everyvhere...street corners, by filling stations,
in yards, etc. They seem to be practical people, for I sav one large temnle on
stilts, with a car parking lot underneath.

Bangkok is not a real old city as many go, and was established around canals,
with streets added much later; and roads and railroads fairly recently. Tt's a
city of some three million, and the first impression is that's about.like any
other city. But vhen one goes on a boat ride along the "klongs" or.canals, he
realizes what a teeming life there is there. There are many of these canals
interconnecting like lgrntn, and you can come to what looks like a dead on&,
ake a turn, and there's a new vista of them ahead of you. They say half th
population hve and depend on the khongs, and I believe it. .

We went on a tour of the canals in a small boat holding 12, and it was enchant-
inge, As I grew up in a river town, on the Missouri, I feel an empathy with them;
but back then and there, the river trade was a dead industry, and only a mem=
ory. But theee canals were teeming with life with people swimming in the river,
bathing, washing hair, washing dishesj and the inecredible array of transport
made 1t faseinating to us. We were warned hot to drink the water in Bangkok, so
stuck to bottled water in the hotels and had no problem.

Boys were swimming everyvhere, even out in the middle of the big river, and the
boats were steering around them. One clawored up on our boat for a short ride,
naked as a jaybird., There are numerous rafts of teakwood being towed on the
river, and boys were hitechhiking on them, then diving off. I got the impression
the s went swimming, and the girls went to sehool, for there were lots of ther
in neat blue and white school uniforms.

There were thousands of little native houses built on the water edge on stilts,
usually only a foot or two above the water. I would think a flood rould be a
disaster. The jungle grew right down to the water where not cultivated or occu-
pied by a house. had the feeling you'd have to get out every morning and “irht
back the jungle.

1 went back the next morning for another river ride, gettini up atsix. The seec~
ond time had a long narrow boat all to myself, and enjoyed it hugely. They have
very unique boats I've never seen before. They are powered by a four-cylinder
car motor (or six- or eight-), sitting up high in the rear. Connected to the
transmission is a 1 ntraigl’xt driveshaft from six to 12 feet long, and on the
end of this is a small prop. They seemed extremely fast, and could pop your head
on acceleration. They were noisy, without mufflers, but it didn't seem to bother
us. Lots of them were painted very ecolorfully, Along the canals were endless
stores, and either paddling along or with srall motors were little canoces con-
taining peddlers, serviecing the people who live along the canals.

They sold placts, charcoal, complete meals, hardware, ice (covered vith sawdust),
Erocorieg fruit, ete. Host were gaddled b§ women and their wares looked good...
wouldn't hesitdte to eat them (the adRibI:d ones).
egards,
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Mareh 7, 1975

vear Betsy:

I called in the other day, and David told me you had mentioned the presence of
Dr, Walker on the ship, and to look him up. I think I found him the first day,
for the name seemed familiar, and so I agproaohed him and asked if he was from
Dallasj he told me Fort w:u-c&. and then I remembered I have a good friend who
attends his church, Homer Me@art, and he is always speeking highly of the doe=-
tor. Anyway, we see Dr. Walker and his wife several times a day, as his dining
table is near ours.

I sti1l want to teke that creative writing course at TCU, but these trips keep
interfering. I was smart this time and took ulon{ a portable typewriter, and it
makes all the difference in the world, for I can't think writing by hnn(!. Itve
been writing several letters a day, like thui keeping ecarbons, and vhen I get
home will perhaps consolidate them into a small book, not for publication, but
Jjust for friends and relatives (if I ean find a good printer). This is the 73rd
letter I've written, and instead of getting tired of it, have a hard time break-
ing away to aecqui re the experiences to write about.

We found Bangkok, Thialand (Siam) a fascinating place, and one we want to return
to sometime. 1 had an experience yesterday (truly a heavenly day), that I'm not
apt to forget. I had rented a long narrov boat all to myself for an early rorn-
ing ride on the miles of canals, iarthsénd I had taken a tour the previous day
on a little larger boat, and seen a temple vith a small z00 on the vater's edre.
1 had them stop the boat and fo und it to be a snake ex' ibit, with an alligator
or twoy mapy snakes, and a six-foot python vhi ch was very tame. They wound h im
around my neck and Eook wy pleture. He seemed bored by the vhole bit.

Also _exhibited was a cage with perhaps a dozen large bats. They let me into 1t3
and I took their picture hovering in the eorner (them, not me). The flash didn't
seem to bother them. Then another picture with me ho].&:lng this big monkey., I'm
not usually too great on pictures of myself, with my looks. There were hundreds
of kids along the ecanals, and ve had to wave to them all, finding ourselves the
starees as well as starers.

Martha and I usually like to pat the cute little kids on the hea#t, but we vere
warned not to do so to the Thal kids. Their Buddha religion teaches that the
head is the seat of the soul, and private to the owner, so they would resent us
touching them. Likewise the pointing at anything with ehe feet...they regard
feet as touching dirt and the dirtiest part of the body, so consider it an in-
sult to whoever you're talking to if you point with your feet. So we patted some
of the cutest on the shoulders.

The big river and canals were very muddy, but relatively clean as far as trash
and use are concerned., 1 didn't see any fishing, so presuge it's polluted.
Most huts have large stone or earthenwere jars sitting around, some three feet
high, to store good water in. They cateh rainvater, and of course sore is niped
in. I doubt they could drink out of the river or canals. Lots of the houses had
potted plants hanging, some with dozens of them in rows, on wires. There vere
lots of smells along !ho river vhich I found faseinating: Charcoat making, copra
from cocoanuts, and fish...not rotten, but rather the smell of cooking it or
smoking it. Ferhaps a more fastidious person would refer to them as stinking,
but I enjoyed the smells as much as anpthing. And another strong smell wvas curry
cooking, as it's one of the main dishes around there. It's uaua%ly hot enough to
raise t!\e top of your head, but I found it good if mixed with a Iiberal nortion
of something mild. 4

Women's 1ib seemed to be effective there, for women were working in the streets,

and you could see them up on scaffolding along with the men, working on new

buildings. We saw them building new temples, some very olab&rate, 80 I guess

they have a prosperous religion, We were 3016 xou can hire a nrvgng who 1&0]

inj who will elean, cook, babynit, do yard wo; everything, for %30 a month.
Love,
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Mareh 8, 1975
Dear Harry and Rose:

Martha and I are in ecstasy again...on another cruise to the Orient. This time
around the world in 88 day{. t's nlrnd{ half over, and ve're dreading the end,
except going home to see a new grandson born after we left. But we're coming in
to San 51050 on the Rotterdam, on Wodnuda{ April 2, at 1:00 pim.j and departe
ing the same day at 7:00 that evening, Wou & love to see you if convenient. Aft-
er that we'll ecall at Acapulco, go thru the Panara Canul' and diserbark at New
York. It's a lovely trip so far and a wonderful ship, We're look'ng forwvard te
Hong Kong again, day after tomorrow, We'll be there four days, and two of them
are to be spent on a trip into Red China, to Canton. We have our fingers crossed.

We just left an enchanted city, Bangkok, Thailand (Siam), which we enjoyed thor-

oughly. It's a Buddhist country, and one seces many Buddhiat monks u'oundé mostly

young men. lMost young men sign up for a year or so between the ages of 18 and 21,

supposed to be the most tempting years, and go to boot camp for three months.

They eat one meal a day, about 11:30, and go out into the streets to beg morn-
8. But they do it quletly. never approaching anybody. They have shaved heads
wear bright saffron robes.

One of the righteous busybodies was telling us that Buddhists have only five
dments, as opposed to our ten. I told Martha with her looks thisfal need
worry about only four, as she can forget adultery.

The Buddhists sort of overlook women, but they have af'ew nuns wearing +hite
robess It seems a widow ecan join up }m- a short time until she is over her
griefs..but she has to shave her head. That would be a lot more grief. The reli-
glon seems to be prosperous, as Bangkok is covered with temples, and ‘e sav wore
a'building. They profusely use some sort of gold paint that looks real. We won~
dered what it is, The gold peint wve get at hore 15 a poor imitatien.

e visited the k1n§'s royal palace, a vast collection of buildings within a
walled enclosure. I think he really lives elsevhere, and this 1s used for cere-
monies. But the art work was fantastie, with elaborate colorful statues. some

15 feet high, two or three thrones doused elaborately with gold; and one of these
all a'glitter with thousands of diamonds. As you roved your head you co»ld cateh
their glitter, reflecting lights. One of the throne rooms was perhaps 50x100
feet, with a great vaulted ceiling, and walls covered vith what looked like walle
paper, thousands of faces surrounded by elaborate scrollwork. Eaech was hand
painted, and on close examination you eould see minute differences. It must have
taken several lifetimes to do.

We were initially told we could not enter the throne rooms without a coat and tie
for men, dresses and no bare-heeled shoes for women, So we dressed accordingly,
and found the rules had been relaxed, which pained us, as it was right hot. The
religion is tied elosely to the state, as the king must participate in some of
the rites, and there was a gorgeous temple on the palace grounds, Way up on a
throne or altar was the Emerald Buddha, some three feet high, of a solid piece
of jade. It wears three gold costumes, according to the season, which the king
must put on it with elaborate ceremoniles.

We had to take our shoes off to enter the temple, but it was vell vorth it. The
temples have no pews, but supplicants either sit on their legs, or kneel. That
eliminates us fat Awericans, There was another statue of Buddha vhich we didn't
et to see, of pure gold 5; tons of it. It seems there vas this old mangy looke
g statue kicking around for centurks, with nobody paying much attention to it,
covered with enamel. One daz not too long ago they wanted to move it with a

m& aﬁg in dgingilc grur;d ?"t o{tt' enarel, and saw the glitter of gold
er 0. “ee
from some invagorpge:%ur;s agd. T:ngon fggi.higﬁ D ey AiEgeiest S N4

Love,
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March 8, 1975
Dear Larry:

s you, Rene and the baby doing well. We're still enjoying ourselves
I;:geagg::l;:.:doui réce; hurt from grinning so much, I feel right at home now on
the ship, as 1 just saw one of the Indonesian boys going down the hall with a
bleeding finger, going for the doctor. Our cabin is directly under the theater
stage, and for the last two weeks the entertainers have been pricticing for a
gala Jerformance of "No No Nanette," There's sure a lot of thuiping, tap dancing
and eﬁg dancing in, and we've about decided we're not iomg to like it...espec=
jally when they are ambitious emough to practice until 1:30 in the morning.

We were told that if we rented a car in Bangkok, to let the woman do the driving.
1: sexo.x.na the cops are partial to women driversj a pretty driver last year knocked
a pedestrian a block and a halfe..the cop gave him the ticket for leaving the
scene of an accident. -

We saw some TV antennas in Bangkok, and understand they get tapes fron the US
and dub in Thal monolog. Th.k ve many movie theaters, with gigantic, violen
signs...most of ther out of Hollywood. You buy a tickel for a specific time and
specific seatsesif you don't show up, too bad.

The Thai girls are remarkably pretty, and as labor is cheap, ‘ith the rinidum

ay $5 US per week for five working &nyl, restaurants &hd shops use lots of them.
ou can see some of them bathing in the canals and river, but they are rodest,
lathering up under a sort of sari.

There are not too many labor-saving devices, agthey try to use people instead
and keep full employment. I watehed a gang of coolies unload corn from a truck
into a warehouse. It was in gunny sacks, and they grabbed it with a hook, tear~
ing a hole in the sack. Then an inspector plunged a pointed rod, hollowv, about
the size of a broomstick into each sack elougy inspected the corn, and poured
his sample into a bucket. Watehed ano tfner gang of men unload a barge of sand.
It hurt just to wateh them work that hard under a blazing sun. They loaded a

little sack, threw it over their shoulder, and took it to the end of a conveyor
on shores

1 took along three rolls of film to Bangkok, and kept running out.,.scenes vere
so interesting. Had to buy two more from stands in the temples. Money also evaps
orated in a remarkable way. Coke and Pepsi signs are everywhere, and as we ‘ere
not to dring the water, drank more soft drinks than usual., At meals and in the
hotel room there were Jjugs of water, bottled, which were safejand we drank them.
But one of our friends evidently got some baé vater, for he was deathly sick yes-
terday, with diarrhea and chills and fever.

They seem to utilize some strange things, for we sav some buckets painstakingly
made out of 7U£ and Coke cans, hammer hut, then riveted together. One of the
native boys asked where I was from, and vhen I sald Texas, he replied "Crowboy
bang." Guess that identifies us. You too can have a f!gur. like mine, if
you're not careful. - +

This was the home of the "King and I1," and our guide said the movie was never
permitted to be shown here, for it was disrespectful to shov the kinr dancing
with Anna. The present king, much beloved, was born in Americay and attended
MIT, He has one wife, a famous beauty, but over a hundred years ago the king
had some 30 wives (the amount varies in telling), and he would spend a week
with each. This resulted in 72 children, more or less. But our guidé said thet
;:;mtp{gbg-m,fuég it 1: n:eh better b:lith u;t gno wvife, There 1s a big
ne o e anclent queens Yy her husband, who drovned with
hundreds watching...it was pnnuhnblc’by death to toueh her p:rlon. %
o bfb3 S

We went to a Thai dance at a beautiful hotel, si
10 (from the ship). On introductions, six of -y ro;"g"igggsrgé:n.
.

six of 'us were fro
from Houston. The native group oloudn:!.::g.progrm th
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Mareh 8, 1975
Dear Miteh:

I imagine you and Richard will have gone to Hawaill by the time you get this...
and hope ig is up to expectations, We'll have a short time there, not really
enough to look around, At the moment we are sailing off the coast of South
Vietnam, but not close enough to see it, and entering the South Ghina Sea, I
imagine sea traffic keeps pretty elear of South Vietnan these days. We get to
Hong Kong day after tomorrow.

On our last stop, Bangkok, saw quite afew soldiers around and several army
camps, including some American, But the American presence is subdued, and ve
only saw one yo American in eivvies that might have been a servicerman, There
were more car dealers than in Los Angales, and several had used US arry trucka&
resume surplus out of Vietdlmg..for it and Canvbodia are pretty close here, an
he communists are very active. The government is a surface monarchy, 'ith a
king, but the country is really ruled by a gilit Jjunta, They had a more or
less iu]emco.rul revolution in 1932, and got rid of the absclute monarchy then.
But the king is popular and 1s consulted freguently., They had riots as recently
as 1973 by university students, which were bloodily supressed. We asked our guide
about them, and if he took par::. He saild "Lord noj I'm a lover, not a fighter."

1'g like to have a canddd camera set up vhen some of these American women are
confronted the first time with a Thai toilet. They're about six ineches off the
floor. The Japanese ones are flush with the floor, and we have to yet see one
with any paper provided. s o) e

One little street vendor tried to sell us a Buddha, and told us that by rubbing
his stomach our wishes conld come true...prosperity, travel, ete. We told her
she had better start rubbing it, as we already had vhe vrosperity and travel,.
it seems to be a local custom for gals to walk down the street holding hands...
but not the boys. :

We were told of the man who rbroo-rod his parrakeet a can of beans...s0 he could
have a Thunderbird.

Bangkok was fairly clean, but there were some vacant lots littered with trash,
and occasionally you couid see an old man or woman sorting thru it in search of
some goodie. But suppose not much different from the winos at home sorting thru
trash for something.

There were thousands of shanties built on piles along the canals and rivers, +ith
few painted. They say some 1f midlion live on the canals or alongside them, And
I can believe that. Occasionally you'd see a nice hore, but they were éxeeptions.
But 1t's a way of life they obviously enjoy. There are thousands of boats of eve
ery deseription, with the work boats bare wood (some had eyes painted on them),

% the fun boats and water taxis painted very colorfully. They have srall tugs,
that don't even look like tugs, pulling a string of barges along, with from two
to ten, at a pretty good rate. There were not many bridges over Ehe canals, 80
guess you have to swim for it. Many of the houses have little eleitrig pumps out
over the water on small baleonies, to give them running muddy vater.

We were proud to find we were second in source of income for Thailand, after rice,
with tin, rubber and teak following. There seem to be few flies, and no mosquit=
oes anymore. There are many snakes in the jungle, but the only ones ve saw vere
in a couple of commercial snake pits. I got acquainted with nz.teo, friendly six~
pythone cages they had a "Mojave rattlesnake," non-pddsonous; and a copperhead
raeer, also non-poisonous. I didn't try. There were many dogs and cats, but all
were seruffy looking and many with mange. Occasionally on porches you would see
c&:yined monkeyS.ssnever one running free. Guess you can't trust them not to run
away.

Tell Joyee to enjoy the flight. Reasrily



T e v |
i
: March 8, 1975
Dear Howards

I am glad to hear occasionally that everything is going well at the shop. The
voyage is still marvelous, and we wake up smiling every morning. They're having
baiod alaska again tonigh&, which must ecertainly be our common weakness. Tell
Esther that so far we have 13 bells (I think),and we enjoy looking for unique
ones. The most unique ve've Seen, ve didn't buy. We're sure the shop just found
it laying around some old used oinphnnt lot somewhere and pald a quarter for itj
but it was a wooden elephant bell, about a foot square and six inches thickese
they wanted lomthlni like $100 for it. Ve did int a unique wooden female buf=
falo bell, ghite a blt cheapers Don't know why t's for female buffaloes, but
that's what the tag said,

All the above transpired in Bangkok, where there. are supposed to be codles of
elephants, but we only saw one...about the swallest baby one I've ever seen,
outside a floating market. We both pet him, but as I was out of film at the mo~-
menty did not get a pictures But they say !hey use elephants extensively out in
the beak forests north of where ve were, to handle the immense logs.

We visited four wonderful hotels in Bangkok, the. President (where we stayed),

a marvelous buffet lunch at the Erawan, the Siam Interecontinental, and and a
fabulous Thal dinner and show at the Dusit Thani., Had a unique light lunch an-
other day, where they hollowed out half a pineapple, eutting out most of the
neat 11 it heaping with bite-size bits of evefy kind of fruit imag~
inableseefor §1¢10s They had sugar cubes that vere like granulated, but tasted
something like brown sugar, and found ourselves eating them like candy. T think
kMartha still has some in her purse.

The ship is good about getting loecal money to us. Usually the first think on
docking, money changers come aboard, and we rush up to change money before going
ashore., They charge a premium, but ihat'l far better than getting by on dollars.
I1t's not too bad getting accustomed to local money. I concentrate on the country
we're in only, and can't usually remember the exchange after ve leave, But for
example, the money in Thailand 1s the baht, worth about 5¢ US. Not exactly, but
near enoughs So when we sav prices, or were quoted prices, I just divided f)y two.
For exauple, if was priced 15p bahﬁ, I just computed 87.56 in my head. Most cure
rencles are like that.

lie found the hotels seem to be gottxninmenopones o n tourist eating and enter-
tainment, for we are told repeatedly different places that the best native

shows in town are at this or that hotel. Same wa¥ with restaurants. lMost of the
hotels seem to be run by natives...at least they're up front. Asia seers to be

awakeni.ng! and sometives 1 wonder vhat they think of us affluent foreignersjand
how long h.{'n be content to be so far behind economically. They're smart, and
there's no flies on the bright-eyed kids growing upe

1 don't imsgine the Thai kids objeet to school buses, for we saw innumerable ones
which were just water taxu!nwith some 20 school kids, dressed in neat uniforms,
on the way to school early the morning. With all f.!':o little houses on the can=
als, each with some sort of porch to the water, there were many little kids play-
ing, with no guard rails. 1 guess they learn to swim before they walk.

Around the city, Thalland is as flat as a board, which lends itself well to the
innumerable canals. But some 50 miles away, on the vay to the ship, were good
size hills. It's the dry season now, so th!nu look dead, except the jungle.
About the only domesticated cattle we saw were water buffalo, lots with kids ride
ing perched on their backs. I guess their main staples are rieo and fish,

Along most streets are hundreds of women selling prepared food. The: t it there
in pots or baskets on the end of poles, vhich 1 *1o8ds," ¥!
with a sort of bent-knee lope. Fhe food Yoakea 23o¢f°.3§ P13 en EL Lo o

eat it.
Regards,
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Mareh 9, 1975
Dear Jack and Mil:

Martha and I are still traipsing over the world, awaiting the arrival at Hong
Kong tomorrow. The ship staysfhere four days, but we'll i:t Just one d"ﬂ Mone
day, to sightsee and shop in Hong Kong as we are golng into Red China the oth-
er hn'oe days. We have a briefing mee 1n later this morning, whieh will go in-
to detalls, We'll have a roug of some 350 peopley divided to 25's, and are
looking forward with great antieipation to the trip.

The ship's performers put on "No No Nanette" last night, and got a standing ova-
tiones.was wonderful. So great, I stayed and saw it twice. We had special pate
riotism as we are acquainted wlth nost of the performers...and as our cabin is
direetly under the stage, had listened several days to the whomp-whomp of their
dancing during rehearsals.

We've had beautiful weather the whole trip, except for five minutes' rain as ve
were leaving the ship in Colombo. Light showers several times while at sea, but
that doesn't count. I had bo ught an umbrella in New York City on the Nova Sco=
tia trip (ah, beautiful memoryl), whieh waghtill a virgin,..never been out of
th: cases, S0 when I opened it on the gangway at Colombo, it turned wrong side
outs

A man listened to his son's preyers every night, and one night the boy prayed
"God bless momma and dadd{onnd auntile, and goodf:;u uncle.” The next day the une
cle died. That night the boy prayed "5od bless momma and daddy, and poodble
auntie." The next day the aunt died. That night the boy prayed "God bless rorma,
and goodbye daddy." So the man went to the offiece next day and locked his door,
and walkked bobh ways...taking no chances. With rellef he went home after vorlk,
and his wife met him sobbing at the door, saying "we've had the most terrible
dayessthe milkman dropped dead right in our kitehen."

We've got a couple eating at the next table to us, we vateh with arazement. They
are dancing fools, and swing their heels anyvhere there's music.,,but the voran
wears a different costume every night (she's only repeated once, lartha sayé),
and we're all wondering if she brought along 88 dresses. They're mostly long
formals. She did say she and her husband always took separate staterooms, as they
necded the room, She must have cne full of dresses.

1 would guess tvwo-thirds of the passengers are widows, and as one of the eaters
at our bable is a widower, he's pretty popular. He says he'll just casually meet
a woman, and later she ualls his cabin and pout asks why he hasn't looked
her ups lMost of the time he doesn't even know who'sbn the line.

1've taken an abundance of pietures, and will probably have to mortgege the old
homestead to get them developed. They have a big board up on the promenade deck
with our route and next stop on it, changed before we get there. gt'u to key

the movie cameras, so I've been tal‘;ing a shot of it for our album. Will save some
wordss 1 bought a flash attachment before leaving for my little Instametie, but
find it too bulky to carry around, plus being delicatej and it misses a erueial
flash occasionallys So have taken to buying flash cubes again to take ashore...
Just use the attachment on board ship.

Last night was "baked alaska night," and they make a real ceremony of it. Tt's
the second time. After everyone has eaten, theg elear off the tables, then all
the lights go out, and the waiters come in with & sparkler on each baked alaska,
1it by the hoadvaitex-, who has a blovtoreh at the head of the esculators, Quite
colorful..sand boy, do Martha and I love them. Looked wistful last night and

asked for seconds, but the waiter disappeared into the kitehen, no doubt to lick
the platter.

Some of the meals are delicious adventures. Ordered steak tartare the oth ht
to find it raw hawburger, mixed vith rav egg, and highly sp. eodf.\.'-s veryesogég

| and my first experience vith it. Regards,
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March 9, 1975
Dear David:

Hope Maxine and the boys are doing okay. We're fine, and enjoying ourselves. Yas
Jjust up on the bridge, which you would enjoy. But J.&'a a gorgeous,_clondlesl day
and they weren't mling any instruments, just eyeballs. It's been remarkable calm
and smooth the last several days, but {‘.oday have some long swells vhich I enjoy,
but are causing some complaint, :

We're dud in Hong Kong tomorpow morning, and the following day, Tuesday, have to
get up at 5300 or 5:30, eat, and cateh a special train for Red China, leaving at
100, It runs for about an hour and a half, then we get off and |pon3 a couple
of hours going thru customs. After the formalities, we walk across a bridge and
board a Chinese train going to Canton. It'sbnly 70 miles from Hong Kong, but we

won't get there until 1:10.

Only about 325 of have been acecepted to go in, with many others turned down for
no reason they know of. There's been lots of red tape and papers to f£ill in...
I imagine our part of it wes peanuts compared to what the ship line had to do.
Among things we have to list as taking is money. (amount and number of bills),
rolls of film, cameras, books, tape recorders and records, jeweldy, watches
fountain pens and penohl radios, sewing machines and ax-hcleu carried on {m-
half of others. They say they may check these things at the border, then again
when we come out.

Then there's glong list of things we can't take, like 18mm. movie cameras, guns,
wireless recelvers and transmisters, drugs (thaé's causing a flurry among- the
women, who are wondering about their drug assortments), lottery tickets, ete.

We have been cautioned not to refer to it as Red China, the bamboo curtain, or
Mainland Chinaj as they are very proud, and ve must aall it the Republie of- -
China. Also, we can change American or Hong Kong dollars on the Chinese train
and at the hotel, into Chinese yuan, worth about 50¢3; but we ean't carry a
Chinese currency out with us...we wust exchange back to Hong Kong or US currency.

1 sometinmes wonder what the world peally thinks of us Americans...all some for=
eigners see sometimes are the old complaining, spoiled people, and the hippiles.
The cream of the erop stays at home and does Gm work,

I thought the ship was on fire twice, as a smelled a pungent wood smoke, with a
slight tang of einnamon. So I asked a ship officer, and he said it vas tndonesian
cigarettes. The cabin boys aren't supposed to smoke on duty, but of course they
sneak one, like people everyvhere. I'll get you some Chinese cilgarettes, as ve
have been told they are plentiful in Canton.

Perhaps you've heard the saying, "if you drink, don't...accidents cause people."

Of course I'll know much more after the trip, but we're scheduled to visit a
people's commune, hospital where they do acupuncture, children's nursery, a mer=
orial park, mudio school, primary school, museum, kindergarten, and ivopy carve
ing factory; plus a city tour and cultux-ai shove Ve stay tvo nights, and I hope
we have some free time to anocop around, but doubt if we'll be allowed to da
muchs.sthey'll show us only what they want us to see., But it's their country,

8o they have that privilege. All the old pgals have been worrying about the tem-
perature, and if the hotel will be heated (as sowe aren't). But they announced
we'll have heat, and to bring raincoats or umbrellas. It can't be very cold, as
it's so near Hong Kong, which is usually hot.

w;.n::i"t gh: br,ﬁty :f on‘J;‘}:'"d on;lday to see Hong Kong£ as 1it's utr’uly rg—
[} ut we ha L
only b:%lng a day mgﬁongialu, :o oﬂ-i‘ﬁie"éi tﬁ: ﬁf;’ 12 gzdcgﬁiazgi;eoigéer.

Regards, L]




80 Mareh 14, 1975
Dear Mac:

Martha and I escaped successfully from China, and it was a trip we'll never for-
¢ot?..mamlo\ul.§ wish more people could take it, as 1t would change thelr minds
about a lot of things. We are in the South China én now, steaming torard Ckinawa
where we'll arrive tomorrow, then a succession of Japanese ports for the next
week, so I won't have much time to write. But I took notes, and a tape &nd a
half of tape recorder, plus 136 pictures, all in China, The uoa&her was foggy
and drippy, although 1t never real rained, so I have some doubts about my pies
tures, The only camera I had vas a Kodak Instamatic, and it 1s rather limited. I
bought & better Japanese camera in Hong Eong, after we came back from China, but
of course that did no good in China.

1111 just skim in this letter, for to cover our visit i1s going to take many pages
and hburs. Let me say in the beginning, that I hete comrunism, that I would not
like to live in China, ond we sav only a crack in the great wall in China. I don't
think many Americans could live happily under their system, after growing up in
free enterprise, but they are indoctrinated from birth, know no other 1life.
One must go back many years, before communism, and see what they hads...to get a
clear picture. Their country was occupied by forelgn powersj Portugal, England,
America, Russiag Japan and others, who stole everything that wasn't nalled down.
They haﬁ no regard for the Chinese people, so they consequently starved by the
millions, had no housing to speal of, and no national identity at all. The girl
babies were sometines killed at birth, or sold isto slavery or prostitution. All
the property not owned by foreigners was owned by a few extremely wealthy land-
owners, who had total disregard for the workers and peasants on thelr land, and
oxplui&od them to the hilt.

de are fed the picture of the people being held down to a common level. We were
told repeatedly, and saw much evidence, that they are trying to 1ift themselves
up to a common 1ev-1. Due to their former exploitatilon, they are determined to
be self-sufficient in food, housing, fuel, machinery and other essentials; and
while this means doing without a great wmany things, they seer willing to do so.

If I was asked to describe the countryside in onw word, I would say " ater.” It's
everywhere. There are not many roads, but lots of pathS; and every little bit of
ground is carefully cultivated. Up to the edge of the raillroad tracks, and to the
walls of buildings. There are odd little shaped plots of rilee or vegetables, all
with ridges of dirt around them, put there by human hands, about two feet "ide
and the same high. Occasionally wider for paths. And then simple sluice gates to
let the water in. As the plots are sometimes different levels, they have many
pumps, from a hand operated one with a biecycle pedal arrangement, to an 8 or 10-
inch pipe with a little electric motor.

All Chinese, witho ut exception, wear the pajama type costume, men and women.
Almost all are blue, from faded grayish blue, to fairly brinlant blue. The sole
diers ueually wear falua pants, but a green jacket and cap with the red star. Ve
had expected to see great hor&esbr soldiers, armed to the teeth, marching mili.
tantly in the streets. On the contrary, we saw quite a few stroiling around, as
on liberty, but not one marching...and not one rifle. The only armed soldiers we
sav Were at the berder (both sides), who had on side arms.

About 32? of us went to China, and it was a very efficiently run tour. Ve visited
a people's commune, a kindergarten, an artistic pottery factory, ancestral teme
ple1 the zoo, a small comrune hospltal a swall machine shop, a store (reserved
strictly for tourists); and an “gcrobatic soiree", which was held in a beautiful
new theater, and had some of the finest acts we've ever seen.

e true we saw only wh they wan >
streots and countrys 9 B gat mﬁ%:.ﬁﬁﬂ::'o?'uﬁﬁﬁ'wﬂ;“ 1185, °fe*tE¥e
free to take as many dtures as vekant and had no impression at any time that
we were guarded, or that our guldes wvere ‘.nything but open.

Regards,
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March 14, 1975
Dear Herb:

Countries are com!.n% fast and furious now, and I'm having a hard time keening up
with notes. We had Hong Kong Monday; China T day, Yednesday and Thursday worn-
ings Hong Kong again;and starting tomorrow will have various Japanese ports for
a week, We visited Hong Kong last year and were much impressed ith it. In fact,
after London, it is my favorite foreign eity.

Have teken hundreds of pictures with m{ 1ittle Instamatic, and hope they willbe
reasonably good. The flash attachment got just before leaving is so/so. It's
a little bulky to earry, sometires a long wait for the 1light, and occasionally
it nisses a flash. So bought some more cubes. But found the hstamatic was no
good on gray or hazy days, so thought I'd buy a better cawera in Hong Konge

I asked the ship photographer vhat would be the best reasonably priced carers,
and he saild a Yashica GIN would be best. So I priced some at various places, and
found a shop that had one for $80, But he wonld have to send up the street }or it,
as it was not in stock. We ended up going back three times, and then he tried to
give mo the hard sell on another make, saying the Yashica was obsolete and not so
good. After we came back from China, we just had three hours (and I had said the
hell with the whole thing) we had met a woman on the Chinatrip who had had a
Yashica for ten years and went into rhapsodies over it.

8o with the ship sailing in a bare two hours (and lunchless) we took the Star
ferry to Victoria, a little two-deck street car and some walking to another lit-
tle shop, who didn't have one in stoek, but he sent up the street and got one in
ten minutes, 1 ended up paying $100 for it, but this guy was honest. By the way,
the first charactef saild he had given rme a price on GSNy vhich obviously vas not
as good a camera, But I finally got 1it, and have yet to take any piectures. But
I'm out of Instamatie film anyway, so will finish up with the Yashica, and the
instruction book says it will take a picture of a candle vithout a flash.

We made it back to the ship 20 minues before sailing. It may seem stupid to buy
& Japanese camera in Hong Kong, when our next stop is Japan. But everyone said
they were cheaper in Hong Kong, and noone knew why. But I overheard a chance re=-
mark which explained 1t...storekeepers in Japan have to pay a terrific tax on
everything they sell, sort of sales tax, that runs the prices skyhigh.

Hong Kong is divided into three parts: Hong Kong island, which 1s about hadf
city (Victoria), and half mountain. Then Kowloon, vwhich is on mainland China,
and 1s very densely populated city. And third, New Territories,.wvhich i1s about
half and half city and country. The first two belong to the Britilh in perpet-
uity, while the New Territories is leased from the Chinese for 99 years, bunning
out Lx some 22 years.

Hong Kong 1s some 987 Chinese, most of them refugees from China. In times of big
upheaval in China, there are ﬁordas of them coming over, but now it is a mere
trickle of some 100 per day. They saild that one-third o" attempted escape from
China succeed; what happens to the two-thirds no one knows. Macao, a small Pore
tuguese colon% perched on the Chinese coast, which we visited last year, has a
treaty with the Chinese to return any refugees.

The New Territories consist of some 300 square miles, and with their lease exnire
ing in 1998, it looks like they would stifle growth and progress there. But quite
the opposite is evident, for the{ are building like madj new freevays going in,
new buildings goins upy and leveling of hills and filling in part of the harbor
::e:sloi)xg;gm p::a;otﬂ wgggn Chinantll d:a whoxtlhtheiizn:; expires.is anybody's

@ ese. DBut perhaps the end to get back the investe
ment f‘or Hong {ong in less than 22 years, ¥ . <

Martha and I rent

ed a car with dri 3
New Territoriess river and had an enjoyable half day roaming the

Regards,




- ;
My wife and I are extremely happy to be allowed to visit youwr country, and found
it to be far above our expectations. There is much mystery and specuiation in
the United States concerning China, and I hope to be able to dispel a few of
the myths, in my small way, on my return.

Ixrratizexthatxaxhriefxiverdayxvisitxean noiybeginx

I found that the Chinese people are wanting the same things in life as the
American peoplep*$hdIh aims are basically identical{ enough food, clothing and
housing to adequately take care of our needs; and a better life for our chil-
dren and RukurExgexerakiwms their children, f:han we have had.

Through hard 'wox-k, industry and brains, you obviously are attaining this goal:;
and we basic_:%ly ar}alldoinghthtta gamgéh %lolur s%hoo%aiagi mhd ;xix g%ylgérﬁé

a e were thoro enchanted w. e cute, br -eyed frien

cﬁ‘ilgren, wheg ‘sg_cfg o{r hearts with their obvidus fgiendriiness and interest.
Your guides spoke often.of the grim past, the sometimes hard present, and the
glorious Pmémee. We have the same thing in the United States. Many of u$ have
had terribly hard times, with depressions and wars. But the present is much
better. And the future 1ooks bright indeed.

We too aré having changes and upheavals, just as you are. We have much soul-
searching, and endless debate on how to improve the lot of the vast mass of
workers in our country. Although good, we feel our schools could be vastly
better, and are always working toward that. In the last ten years ve have ex-
tablished thousands of community colleges, vhereby the very poorest of parents
can send their children, with a hope of a college degree.

I feel sad in one respect...that perhaps those of your countrymen vho saw our
group, and similar groups from other ships, think us representative of Amer-
icans. We are a small minority...aged and retired...with our lives and vork
behind us. The cream of the crop is home, working, and keeping the vheels of
America turning. They are too busy mmxkimgx earning their daily bread, bringing
up their children, and too poor, to take a trip like this. Their time will
éome later,

I was much impressed by the cleanliness of yomr cities and countryside, shde
industry of your people, and the selfliness which is apparent; as you people
work together in harmony to overcome™yBur problems.

I hope there is much more visitation betveen our countries, started by our
President Nixon and your Chairman Mao, which will make us both realize that e,
like all of fthe human-race, have many more things in common than ve have differe




PILMS/CAMERAS

As no color film or slides are for sale in China, you are
advised to take e sifficient supply with you., Use of 16 mm
motion picture cameras are not allowed, However, 8 mm cameras
are accepted, If you desire to take a picture of a person, we
advise you to get permission from that person in advance,

FoOD

Breakfast in China will be an American breakfast, For luanck and
dinner, Chinese food will be served, and from experience, we
can inform you it is delicious.

If you are unable to eat Chinese food, please leave 2 note at
the Front Office early Sunday morning with your name and group
number and we may be able to arrange an alternate dinner,
Again we urge yon to try this:food, It is not spicy. (WNote:
coffee and milk is not served with a Chinese dinner).

CLOTHES 3

Average temperatures during the time of year ¢f your visit are
approximately 17 C or 61° F,

You are advised to take a raincoat and umbrella. and a warn
sweater,.as temperatures during the evening can be considerably
lower than during the Qay,.

ADDITIONAL BAGK

China, with a population of aponroximately 800 miilion peaople,
has always been, and still is, a predominantly agricultural
country, and its rural population accounts for about 86 percent,

or 650 million,+of the total population.

Throughout China's history, there has been ccntinuous records
of famine resulting in millions of deaths over the centuries
among the rursl communities. - .
The land ‘reforms of the late 40's and early 50's configcated

the large holdings of landlords and distributed them among the
peasants., Later these were merged into co-operatives and in 1958
the rural areas of China were divided into ay oximately 2£,000
people's communes varying in size from about 10.000-F0.
They function as multipurpose, self-supporting comminitics en-
gaged, In the production of z\gri’.:ulture, handicrafts, light in-
dustry and other supporting trades. All products are the property
of the commune as a whole, and families share in the proceeds of
the commune cperations.

Visiting a commune during your stay in China veu will discover
that by Western standards life in rural Chins is hard; the average
Chinese peasar family is still poor, but not as poor as he used
to be and Chira's apparent victory over famirne under the new regime
is perbaps as great a human ‘conquest as man's journey to the moon,

And,  again, rerhaps just as exciting as the start of a trip to the
moon is when your trains stops at the L¢ "u border station after
you have passed the British New Territories that lie between the
city of Hong ¥ and the Peoplec's. Republic cf China.
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Mareh 1%, 1975
Dear Homer:

Martha dnd I are thoroughly enjoying our trip, and wonder why more people are not
tnkigﬁ advantago of this way of {u‘e, for 1t 19 thoroughly enjoyable. If heaven
is 1ike thls, I'm willing to work for it. But I'm probably too old to start.

We sailed away from Hong Xong yesterday, wiping salty tears from our eyes. It's
uite an experience, and we hope to come back sometime and spend avhile, The Hong
%ong dollar is worth about 20¢, and that word "about” is a loose terr, for the
exchange rate fluctuates every day, aud in every shop and bank, A lot of peonle
ot upset at that, but I don't worry about it. I translate all prices, cvery-here,
into American doliarl, and if 1t 1s fair for something I want, T pay it.

One of the things that intrigues me is the Star farry, beween Kowloon ‘here our
ship is docked, and Hong Kong island. They are extrenely effisient, and usually
erowded. They ﬁava this long pler, and after you pay your fare go zhru this long
building on the pler, and thru ga{es on either riik';t or left, whichever ferry is
in at the woment. There is one about every five minutes. The erowd surges apoard,
the rawp 1s 1ifted, end she takes off for the mile across. There are probably 10
or 12 boats. The bottom is tourist, and costs about 2¢; the upper deck is first
class for the exhorbitant price of 5¢. They are furnished sbout the same +ith long
wooden benches with reversible backs, but first class i§ far less crovded. I'd
guess the ferries carry about 500 people. They now have a tunnel competing vith
vehicular traffic, but no end of customers for the ferries.

I like to ride the ferries Just for the ride. As ve were crossing yesterday anothe
er boat cut in front of us and it locked like we vere going to ram. Marthe said
perhaps it was the mating season. But we missed. As the crowds are dense, there
are signs warning of pickpockets. I was comlngi back to the shiP the other day with
a friend frow Chienio, vhen he sald "Wy God 've been robbed!" Then 81t his other
poi::een and found his wallet in a front pocl';et. vhere he'd put it on reading the
8 S«

It was foggy during our visit, so couldn't see far. On our departure on the vay
out of the harbor could hear {:he big jets com over on takeoff, sounding like
they were just skimming us, but couldn't see a thing. Of course it vas clear
enough for us to see land and navigate.

As we entered the harbor early in the morning (Menday) the sun was eoring up, and
it was beautiful. BOut low-hanging clowds misted the top of mountains. and ‘e
never did see them clearlyy Two clean-looking efficient tugs guided us to our
berth, while there were many ships at anchor in the roadstead, and many little
Junks were getting out for early morning fishing. Ve savw a few sails last year,
but they're all gone now...nothing but diesels and beautiful-sounding little one=
lungers coming over the water.

On first look Hong Kong is a big modern city, with endless rows of tall buildings
looming up apainst the mountain background. 1 10t of them are up to 40 storks,
and many are fancy American-style hotels.

Everywhere we go another cruise ship i1s a week ahead of us, the Queen Elizabeth I)
and we hear of her vislt. Martha and I considered going on her, as the route is es
sentia%ly the same, but this ship makes about ten more ports, {o we chose her; and
are not sorry.

1 wonder why there is not more smuggling, for we have never, ever, had any restric
tions on o.r coming and going in these ports. On entering tfm US, of course, there
i: uigstom as v:m:;.eag the g 1y,hbu{.m on visits evcrr:haro (mcluémr ve porés) one
ld carry on [} e had a mind to, We'll leave the shi rryin
paoxaees, and retorn ca%iﬂﬁiﬁgor ones, and are never gimﬁa ng, giggarybyguﬁi
or nativé personnel. Of course t. g. know we are passengers.
gards,
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Mareh 15, 1975
Dear Jacks:

We're stand this morning to go ashore in Okinava. It's foggy and drippy
out, and we%gg ﬁ hours late, so vith nothing better to do, will write afew
lines. I tried to call in last night, but there was no radio franspission. It
was near nidnight, which would be 93 ae.me there. Hope you and Dorot'y are en-
Joying your lake cottage nowe

A gal picked up a man on the street, and after certain prelirinaries, they went
to her room nearby. Presently there was the sound ¢ a key in the door, and the
man, panic stricken, sald "who's that?" She saild "My husband." "What'li I do?"
asked the man., "Jump out the window," she replied. "But it's the 13th floor,"
he said. "Now's no time to be superstitiousg jump!”

We enjoyed Hong Kong, and are sorry ve hadn't more time there. It's suprosed to
have the longest shopping pier in the world, and I can believe it. Probably a
quarter-mile-long esplanade, lined both sides with beautiful shops, and repeated
on an upper level. Une coul& spend a day or two there, just looking. Next time
I'm going to leave my money at home on the ship.

1 broke my glasses a month or so ago, and have been doing rerarkable well withe
out them. But in Hong Kong got a new lens for 10, and have them back on. I vas
getting a little squinty, and tired of the fuzziness at a distance. Had another
pair made up, Jjust in case I break 'em againe

When we got off the ship, there were droves of tailors...as bad asthe Rio jewel=-
erse I vas amused, for as scon as the gsngplsnk was in place, this big mob rushe
ed down it to get on the ship, and a big burly crew merbed told ther to "git."
He turned them all sound, and pushed them back, with them screaring at hir.

We wanted to hire ataxi and goby ourselves to the New Territories, so on the
street a man drove up and asked if we needed afuide. We climbed in, and he took
us promptly to a combination tallor/Jewelry store, and disappeared. We ‘ere get-
ting a little peeyed, when another man drove up in a Mercedes, and took us on
our tours He didn t speak much English, but we knew what ve wanted to see, so e
got along fine.

We were met at the pler by the Hong Kong royal police band, who did some marches
and played a few pieces. Some of them wore lkilts and playea bagpipes, ~hich is
a Bpitish trademark now, I guess. Most of the publle transportation is on London
double decker buses, and

ride to the end of the line, but lacked the time. They are the standard faded
red, but now and then you see one decked out in wild colors, advertising some-
thing. We're so used to seeing trarfic driving on the left nov, 2'll probably
get run over in Honolulu.

There were a few /merican cars in Hong Kong, and it seemed strange to see a Buick
or Pontiac with the driver on the right. Sav one big Fleetwood Caddy. Between the

big bulldings I got whiffs of the old snell that made me homesigk for Longon...
diesel fumes, from the buses.

1 guess Hong Kong 1s Britain's last outpost, and they're not about to want indep=

endence, for China would grab it instantly. Most of the population is mede up of
refugees from China, with sowe 100 coming over daily now. But they're living in
huge apartment ho uses now, with very few in packing crates anymore. Apparently
they have caught up pretty well, for we saw some apartments ten years old that
they are razing, and will build better ones in their place.

A lot of the sireets have holes in the street, by the sidewalks, with gigantie
gnarled old trees, which effectively shade the streets. Presume they are banysn
trees, that are kept trimmed back. S

egards,

as usual we got on one and rode quite a ways. We usually
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Mareh 15, 1975
Dear Louise:

We're just in Okdnawa, and waiting to go ashore. It's a cool, rainy day; but ve
can't complain for we have had beautiful weather the vhole trip, “ith Tive minutes
of rain in Ceylon only. I guess they have union dock workers here, for they are
waiting uatil the ship is in position, then a fork lift went over and lifted this
fairly small gangway. Then a big erane care up, jockeyed around avhile, put his
outriggers in posstion, and novw is leisurely on top of the cab fixing a +indshield
wiper, like he had all the time in the world...with 825 passengers canting to get
off c!’n ship and spend moneys %

To got back to Hong Kong, we were sorry to leave, for it is & fascirating place.
There are hundreds of apartment -houses, government owned, and they are pietures-
quely decorated with laundry hanging out of every window and baleony. They ap-
parently are doing a good Job housing the population, mostly refugees from China,
for there are f'ev beggers, and everybody seems busyjend the place looks prosper=
ous. Last year we would just turn around to leave a shop, and they would frantiee-
ally come down on the pricesj but this year don't do it nearly so much, which is
a goud sign.

Most men wear western eclothes, many with suits and ties. Girls wear US style
sleaks, while older women wear Chinese style pajamas., Very few skirts. Quite a
few young women carry babies on thelr backs in slings, Martha and I tried to buy
one, but stores sald they are out., But we got one later (for Naney) in China.
There are many new buildings and gartment houses going up, usually about 20 store
ies, and they use bamboo scaffolding execlusively.

We visited a Buddhist temple, with offerings of apples and oranges, mengoes and
artificial flowers, and Christmas tree lights. They said the fruits rould stay
avhile, then they élke it home and eat it. One of the vorshiprers got three joss
sticks, bowed, then kneeléd down »ith hands ln a praying vositionjthen vith her
hands palms up, touched with her forehead. At the terple they had a miniature or-
ange tree, about three feet high, vith miniature reel oranges groving. They had
another miniature tree trained to gov in. the shape of an aniral, acd had nut arti-
ficial eyes on. Another tree was trained to grow thin, about 3", ithin a frere-
work about four feet square. lt apparently vas not tri.mred, they just teased it
to grow that way.

In a little town in the New Territories they had gangs of women street svéepers,
with big hats about two feet acress, black uniform pajames, and fluoresecent patchel
to warn traffic, We visited an ancient walled village, and as I was getting out

of the car, snapped a picture of a group of 6ld wvomen, Cne of then came running

up to we yelling something...lt turned out she wanted money. I hadn't had time or
opportunity to get Hong Kong dollars, so gave her a quarter, which made her mad.
We noticed women working aslongside men ln eonstruction and street work, usually
wearing hats and hoods te keep off the sun. Guess a white skin is a status symbol
there...the opposite in the United States. 3

They have & cleanlifiess ceuwpsign going on, with signs "Litter - you brought it -
you take it awayl!" We saw some trees in bioem, but would think it's too early for -
that in the spring...still a little chilly. We saw hundreds of Fﬂntinga, mauy
excellent - lots of them junks,and many Chinese men and vomen, haﬁago for bright
colors. 1 saw a painter at worl’s wvith a big crown gurrounding him. ves using his
forefinger, and & brush only for Ghinese characters.

7
Cut in the New Territories we saw meny duck farms for Canton duck, o.hiofum, pigs
ang fish hatcheries. Lots of the gold fish in the States cowe from here, Now and
than{’ squatted down on the sidewallk, 1s a goldfish peddler +ith a few fish, and
the buyers carry them off in a lstt{e plastic bag vith & bit of rater in it.
Hong Kong money 1s different sizes for bills. $1 is a coin, rorth about 20¢ US, I
saw a §500 bill, and it was elmost 5ix8l, enormous.

’
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varch 16, 1975
Dear Homer:
We're still hav. a grand time, and last night went to a dinner party in Okin-
awa with Dr. and lrs. dalker. i} was at the Teahouse of the August Moon, and ve
had to sit on the floor, with our feet under low tables, long rows of us. The
only thing to eat witn was chopstieks, and we did nurpr.’ming]y well. I didn't
see much food left over.

We checked our shoes at the door, and were given two small plastie numberbd
tags.eseone to leave in the ahnea' and one to reelaim them with. We were among the
last out, and Mrs. dalker couldn't find her shoesj someone had taken them. So she
ended up with another paip of black pumps. I wanted to stay behind and see what
the last woman did. The black pumps were too large for Mrs. Walker, so obviously
the one who took her shoes didn't belong to the black pumps. We kidded her a great
deal on the ride back to the ship. Let loose on the town Saturday night and
she steals somebody's shoes, etc.

So I had an inspirationj old tennis shoes are about shot, so I bribed a eabin

boy to take them to her cabin and tell her fAperican Express had found her shoes.

I told him to insist that she take them...that they must be hers. I haven't heard
from them so far today. .

At the party they put on various Okinawvan dances vhile we ate, at & srall stage
at the end of the room. I kept taking pictures vith wmy nev camera, but T don't "
think it was loaded right, so doubt any will come out., Okinawans are sort of a
cross between Japanese and Chinese, so have their own interpretation of classical
danges and musie. Was very beautiful to see, but didn't care for the tunes. I
kept trying to get lartha to go up and see ir they would nlay Rhapsody in Blu e,

We were most impressed with Hong Fong. Talk about interesting! It's got one of
the three most beautiful harb ors in the vorld, and it's enormous. The Quesen
Llizabeth burned and sunk here about 1971, and we took a harbor cruilse by her
last year. But you couldn't even tell 1t was a ship, just some rusted wetal sticke
ing up a couple of feet above the water. They were salvaging  hat they could, and
1 presume even that is gone now. 2

As with most cities now, Hong Kong is glutted with too many cers, most ¢ them
Japanese, with a few British, and a great many small Pords we do not have in the
States. i.n addition to the double-decked London buses, they have thousands of
suall Nissan or Toyota buses, "Public Light Bus 1% Seats," a little bigger than
a Vi b us, all apparently in good shape and fairly new. étreet signs are in both
English and Chinese, but they say it 1s a nightwmare to find a specific address,
as gge{l don't number like we do. All the gas stations I saw were either Caltex
or She.

There are very few rickshavs left, and didn't see anyboedy riding them. Even fewer
tnenlast year. Ve have been warned repeatedly that chcq'n oheng you...l088 you
in some dark alley, then demand more roney. So we didn't try them out. Would have
liked the ride, though. It seems insanity all those men sitting l1dle because of
their reputationjwhen they could be honest and make a i:od living. We got badly
cheated (or they tried) twice on horse-drawn carriages other countries, so ve
don't try to ride them anymore.

Along a country road sav an old lLondon b us, double-deecker, vith the roof taken

off, and they were trimming trees along the roadway. The seats 'ere out, and that
seened an aduirable ideas

I visited a fish market, and saw soweth 1 eouldn't believe. They had big carp
about 18 inches long; eut off the head, then split lengthvays. ¥haso half fish

were laying on the counter with their hearts beating away, out in the open; and
their tails would give an occasional flop.

Regards,
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Jear Rick and Rosemary:

Hope this finds you okay, and Nancy and Saul with y ou. We're on the homevard
pan of the tripy:ov, wilh about a wonth left, and will hate to see it end.

Mareh 164 1975

We spent an interesting day yesterday...Okinawa. There vas a bus tour, but ve
assed it did some searching, and ranted a little Toyota. Vas surprised to
ind them :ghl driving on the z-lght, as Japan drives on the left. But perhaps

they voted locally to stay that way, as it would be real disruption to change

over. About half the cars had right-handed drivers, though.

We drove out to Kadena first, and your mother had no trouble finding your house.
Then over to the east coast where we found Nakagusuku park. Had a lot of trouble
finding it, as all signs were in Japanese.Went by the road up there about three
times, then finally stopped at a florist and he direrted us. Found the old walls
faschnating and beautiful.

The ship doecked in Naha and we didn't get off until noon, whigh left us limited
time. But we then drove back to llaha and Itoman, and 'mnf: to see all the mon u=
ments at Sulcide CLiff3 but they don't ecall it Ihat anymore...it's Reimel monue
ment and Kenji monument. Lots of people had been there, for thers vere great
stacks of flowers on some of the momaments. We got there about elosing, and
bought some half-wilted flowers from an ol¢ woman...not for the graves, but for
gur ogbin;nﬂlso got a couple of interesting Okinawa books you'll probably be. ine
erested .

It was a druxlx dayessnever really rained enough for an umbreila. I got a new
camera in Hong Kong and don't think T loaded it pight, for I took 20 ~iectures in
OUkinaway, and it didn't aet right. So will have to see if they c-me out. My second
loading 1s working better. .

We thought Okinawa was about half Ameriean and half Japanese. There are still a
great many Amerlean bases there, and we talked brilefly to a yarine. He sald a
at many changes have occurred, but didn't elaborate., 3till many Arericans are
re, and many American cars. Was impressed with all the pedestrian overpasses
on Hwye 58 through Naha,

de, along with some 150 other passengers, vhnt to an Okinawan dinner and show at
the Teahouse of the August Moon. It was fun, and as we were with amiable compan=
lons, enjoyed it hugely. Sitting on the floor was hard on your mother's back,
and 3 didn't find it too comfortable, but we managed; and it will be remembered
bng as one-of the highlights of the trips

There is much Ruilding goini on there, with a couple of huge Japanese hotels go=

up, Plus a lot of the highways were torn up, and they're x-idanin! and improve
ing them. I hadn't é&riven for a couple of months, and found it fun. The traffie
was very teme and had no problems. Ve were both amused by all the names on the
Japanese ears: "Toyopet," "Suany," "Excellent," etec.

Don't know if they have changed since you were here, but rost of the teenager
giris we saw were in school uniforms, with skirts halfway down the calf, and mide
die blouses, Different colors for dif'rnrent schools. Boys were wearing sort of
Japanese army-style uniforus.

Our guide went into the héstory of Okinawn" and some characte@ bacl: there was the
first they had ever seen wearing "grasses.

They waited until real dark to turn on car lights, even though the day vas dark
and dismal. I ren el day with parking 1ights, I vonder at some of these nlaces,
for it costs notking to run vith 1lights,

We wanted to visit the "Japanese unierground headquarters,” but could not
find it on any wap, so mnzod “.MW & quarters,” bu
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' March 17, 1975
Dear Bobby and Diane:

Hope you are doing fine in the pizza business, and your nlans work/out. Fo;" some
regsoi ' haven't gathonod, we have missed seelng many pizza placeslately. Ve are
still enjoying the ship, and love the old Rotterdan. e spent a marvelous morn-
ing in Kagoshima, Japanj and after lunch 1 vent up to the theater and saw "Buteh
Cassidy and the éundancn kid." I know it's an oldie, but don't remember seeing it
before, and enjoyed ite

Have been going down ‘to the small gym for a workout daily, but guess I'll have
to q\ut-..g broke the rovi.n* machine, and the attendant showed we & casting to
day that broke in two...don't know me own strenth. Ve've got characters on this
ship, Jjust llke others we've been on. For instance, the food is out of this
v‘rlﬁ but an old gal at the next table brought her ovn peanut butter, and every
day r!xea a peanut butter and jelly sandwich, in addit_ion to ship's food.
One of the Indonesian waiters would "meow" as he came by with a tray of dirty
dishessesl guess to let them know he was eoming. Just as he went by us I meoved
Just 1ike him, and he turned his head baek and ran into a wall. That brought the
house down, and I haven't heard hin since. I get amused at our waiter (he's a
Eg:d one),' for I'11 all but lick the plate, and he''l come over and look at it,
n say "Are you finished sir?" :

We ran into an interesting resteurant in Hong Kong, near the ship dock. It's on a
corner, and all the cooks work on the sidewalk or iust off 1t, vhile the diners
go i.nsigl., and sit at tables. They've got all these interesting crawly things they
are throwiu; into what looks like dirty dishwater, and their coolting utensils are
dirty, they're dirt{, and most are swmoking and dropping ashes into the food. But
the place seems packed with natives, and occasionally a tourist. That would take
courage to eat there. Maybe other ﬁltchena look 1ike that, but you don't see ‘em,
And the "restaurant" 1s dark and dingy, and no paint.

Your mother and I usually head for the Suzle Wong distriet in Victorila, for it's
extremely interesting, with sidewalk vendors of every deseription; but mostly
food. They have all parts of animals, with no trace of refrigeration. You, ean
See the long neckbone of geese, with one bill and part of the head. Doesn't look
like any meat remalns. And all kinds of chicken and pig entrails, and chicken
feet, etes Sav some live lobster with claws tied, at least a rooe ACTOSS

One of the most interesting districts is Aberdeen, vhere there are thousands of
Junks. People are born on them, live all their lives, and die on them. I guess
they come on land oecasionally, but probably don't have toy for they are served
small sampans, who sell groceries, frults, hardvare and endless veriety of
supplies to the 3u.nk dvellers. They even have floating service stations who sell
then gas or diesel fuel. Every junk seews complete vith kids crawling around, at
least one dog, a small eage of chickens, and wash on the line, Ls often as not
you see them cruising with a wopan at tﬂe wheel., Sails seer to be a8 thing of the
Past, as we did not see a single one.

We rented a Toyota 2«door "Carina" in Okinawa dey before yesterday, with autos
matie shift, acd it was a little dandy. 4 5 .

There's a long finicular going upthe side of a wmovntain in Heng Kon

z gy but did not
heve tire to ride it this year. ggld you mother last year it ‘\?;s tar; and she
vu'xt upy but refused to come down, so got & ride on a London bus for lhe return.
It's been going up almost 100 years, without an accident, We wanted to go to a
B'ggghxogg h:::acga:;‘,’lbugoittgoe:l yolli‘ hgve to have a pegmit from the Jockey Club,

y for the day ahesd, so we rissed it. ¥ 't just walk’
up to {ha gate and pay admission, for some reascn. p, e T

a’. saw hippies in Hong Ko. but some of the residents have fairly long hair
eSS the welfare hore 1e poos’fom th 3 i
oy Moo B TR, po r the hipples. §Mre are few beggers, and they

__love, -
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Mareh 17, 1975
Dear Ernie and Dorothy:

J a few lines tod as I have to put on a necktie in a fev minutes and go
dg;: to dinner. That.ypsim me, but the food and ecompany is worth it. I guess it's
a gwall world, for we are rast becoming friends with a Fort Worth counle, a mine
ister of the éhrhtian church gonnected wigh TCU, a DD. We spent the morning with
them in Xagoshlma, Japen, and had a hllarious time,

One of the highlights of the tdp has been our visit to Hong Kong. We got only a
day there, plus three hours on our return from China, but we're both enchanted
with it, and hope to return to spend some time. There's not mueh flat land, as
the hﬂis behind it resemble the Boothills behind Los Angeles, with just afew
miles between them and the seajand a great deal of that reelalmod land.

On a ride back into the "eountry," we passed a shipyard (or perhavs I should say
“junicyard") where workers were building a ecouple of Chinese junks. They vere the
sawe shape as they have been for senturles, resembling Christocher Columbus' vese
sels, some 40 feet long, and built of teakwood out of China. But they vere using
power tools, as there was clectricity there, But the working conditions :ere
primitive, just in the dirt und mud beside the bay. These had two rropellers
each, wit;fx bronze or brass fittings.

Also out in the "gouatry" were tiny gardens, some right on the beach, anyvhere
they could wrestle a few feet out of the sea. They usually hed a little cement
wall to keep out the tide, and keep in water they Irrigated Trom little -ater
reservolrs, about 6x6. B\& the patches were so tiny they used buekets, not hose.

In a 1ittle town outside Hong Kong, there were six or eight head of cattle on the
parkway between two lanes of crafz‘le, munching their cuds peacefully, and ignor-
ing the traffic. They say they get thelr fresh vater from China, and there's a
%argec;aig:r main paralleling the rallway, perhaps 34! in dlameter, coming down
rom -

They're busily £11ling in part of the harbor, for new land, and have special
roads and ovarpassas temporarily crected Jus& for the erucfts. They usually level
a hill near the fill, and get a double bonus. Rocks are ringed out in the bay,
where thay want thedr £ili, then they start bringing the dir%. The machinery was
modern, with trucks, convaeyors and modern machines...not coolles asfou'd imagine.

Algo in the little towns near the China border saw several police tanks, or more
1like armored persomnel carrlers. Got a picture of one and they glared a{: MOe.s
expected them to come back, but guess they had more pressing business. Lav-en-
forcemant nust be tough there, for the fuzz to have tanks. :

0ng of the most faseinating things aro the throngs of tiny shons, making every-
thing imaginable. They'll have 3ix or elight people, with machines, in a space
no larger than your living room. Saw stamping mills, lathes, tin shops, vood
shops; and even a tiny print shop with a couple of ancient hand fed presses,
and eouple of banks of hand type. The printer was very nice, and said business
was boomings 1 had gone into one last year, and thigfoar vandered, by pure
chance, into the same one...and he remembored me, Told him T would see him next
time around...I hope!

Some restaurants have girls val}cing around vith trays suspended vaist level, like
cigarette girls, but these girls dispense different kindsh? feod, and accor&in:ﬁ
to the size of the restaurant depends on the number of girls, Heard there is one
establishment with 80. But we saw onl{ six or eight, They give you +hat yo: sel-
ect from their trays, they punch afilcket, and pay asfon leave. That overcomes the
language difficulty, as one ean point in any language.

We've noticed the Indlan Buddhas are thin, the Japanese fat, and the Chinese
like a wanderin, with mustache. Guess they want hﬁnto reserble their particular

race. w’
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Dear Joe:

I'm getting behind in my letters, and this afternoon was no help, Vebre steaming
thru the gapaneu Inland Sea, and 1've been u p on the promenade deck gawkin g
like a tourist, at the dozens of little islands floating by. '‘ost of them rise
precipitately }rom the vater, and you can see them on dowvn the horizon, 1ike
pimpless Most of the small ones are uaishabited, and the ones vith neozie are
sometimes farmed with erazy quilt patterns eclimbing up the hillsides, some of
the farms like zigezag checkerboards. I don't know how they get up there} and
how they are cultivated and watered. But there seems to be little or no flat
land, so guess they have ne choleces

March 18, 1975

The ship is constantly veurinﬁ to miss an island, or one of many little fishing
boats speckling the horizon. Now and then she gives a toot (of warning, T gup~
pose), but the Rotterdam has no priority over even a rowboat, I've been told.

It's a sunshiny day, but cold, and few of us are braving the cpen deek. Now and
then we see a swmoky eity in the distance, but most of the islands seem covered
with serub brush or trees. There are.many places vhere the hillsides.have been
scrapad bare to gt at gravel or dirt or minerals, and this leaves a great gaping
wound. .

There was a woman who went to the dentist, and told him she was scared to death
«+sand had put 1t off as long as she could. "In fact," she sald, "I'd rather
have a baby than have that teoth pulled." "Make up your nihdg" he said, "before
I get the chalr adjusted.” . .

Wa saw some women working in the fields outside of Hong ¥ong, with bHig-brimmed
black hats, and black pleated eloth attached to the rims. Tt sea s they are
known' as “guest People,™ as they've only been around there for sorme 2000 years,
and have somehow kept aparts: The women do all the work, while the men loaf at
home. #here do you go to join up? They are Hakkas, and have a dialect and cuse
toms all their own.

Although the same race, we observed that the Chinese girls in Hong Kong are
much talier and more siender than their sisters 1a Chlna.,.much more attractive;
part of which can be attributed to makeup and better cglothes; but the main Air-
feresnce 1s probably the diet.. In 6hina rlee 1s still the staple diet, +ith meat
‘rarely eaten.

Our trip to China vas something we'll always remember, mafnly because we lifted
a little of the curtain of mystery and had a paek at people who are vary dirfere
ent from us, yet basically Just the same. Diffarent people, making the same
trip, came away with different impressions. For instance, %o us the trip vas ex-
tremely efficiently run, and use was made of every ninute, exeept a half hour
nov and then to rest up in our rooms hefore the next even%. We were kept on the
run, and had no time to gat out on our own, Some.took this to mean they did not
h‘an£ us to wander around, and the simplest way out of arguments was to keep us
busy, with planned events taking up all the time.

I don't know whieh was right, and don't really care. -1t was their eountry,; and !
until very recently we were éhe enemy, In some respects we still are, and a lot |
of these people gateing out on the loose and stirring up the populace would cause
a great deal of trouble. We saw many Chinese, of course, but the only conversas
tions were with our iuidea. Yartha and I reall

y only taixed to two, and on ¢ of
these spoke only lim 3( . |

ted English, so he missed much that we said.

So I'm just getting into the China trip, and it seers strange, but I feel T eould
write a book after only 2} days there. troe got a lot of notes, so will try to
tackle China in the next rgw letters. We went ts a gmall hospihl in a ﬁgg.mg.ge
and were given a demonstration of acupunecture. One of the dumb women as it
w‘g.ugc athlete's foot. 1 interrupted and told her ao, but it was great for

.

Regards, —
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March 19, 1977

Dear Richard:

Hope this finds Helen and the kids thriving and happy. Ve have had a ne' grand=
lofx since leav. and Martha is dying to see him, He'll be three wonths old
when we return. The trip is marvelous, and one takes to this 1ife as if there is
no other. We rerely get any news, or care about it. There is usually a nineo-
graphed news sheet daily, but soon found it full of wars and rumors of warses.
so the heck with it. I can't change anything anyway. Some of the people on b?ard
can't wailt to get off and see the latest stock quotations, as I presume that's
where their money is. But I don't know anything about the market, so don't care.

Surely the highlight of this cruise was the 2j-day trip to China. It was very
well planned, and went smoothly. They were very efficient, and when they said wve
would leave eight o'clock, that's what they meant...and if you weren't there
on the dot, you could stand and wave goodbye. But we were in a group of 23, and
they all sfxowcd up with no hitches. .

We started off by walking a couple of blocks from the ship to the railroad sta-
tion that would take us to the border. Hong Kong runs a train that's pretty
short...ﬁoes to a bridge about three-quarters of an hour away, then you get off,
o thru Hong Kong customs in a long buuding; then out and wnik acrossa bridge

to China. It's over a small river, and halfway across the architecture of the
bridge changose..you're in China at that spot.

The Hong Kong train was very comfortable. The cars were wide and high, and held
only 32 passengers, with half riding backwards. The seats vere +ell padded; I
presume we were in first class, for we saw some cars vith wooden seats. As there
are many hills and wountains, we went thru several tunnels, extremely dark, for
they didn't turn on the lights. There were hawkers on the train, selling sand~
wiches, fruits, ll4uor and soft drinks. We had all declared to the penny the
money we were riniing into China, so most of us didn't dare spend any of it.
But 1t tupned out it didn't matter, as it wasn't mentioned againj and of course
they didn t search us.

After walking across the bridge, about a eity block long, we vere led into ane
other long building...Chinese custors. There we roclaimsa

were just glancod at by customs people. They turned out to be a paper tiger as
far as customs were concerned. On the bridge they had a loudspeaker playing mare
tlal music, and the same occasionally on the China train, but it sounded pretty
good, lomsihing like our marches.

The Chinese train was extremely comfortable, perhaps the nicest I've ever been
on, It was larger, holding 56 people, air-conditioned, very high cellings, aad
lots of lag room. A small shelf by each seat held two painted tea mugs with cov=
ers, and attendants provided us generously with tea, jelly rolls and cookies. Ve
had had a good breakfast, sandwiches provided by the ship, this snackj and about

1 ;go had one of the largest lunches I've ever eaten, so we didn't lose any appe=~
Q. .

The weather was pleasant while we were there, a bit cool, but overeast the +hole
time. I took many pictures, and hope they come out, asit vas too dim for some of
thems The ride into Canton took about an hour and & half, then we got off into
an enormous new rallway station, a beautiful thing, and fed outside to a-row of
busses, which whisked us to the hotel a short distance away before we really had
a chance to look around.

Canton is about as far south as you can get in China, and is sub-troniecal, +hich
means it never snows or freezes, but it gets right cﬂﬂly. Ve sav some -pnim trees
and were told they grow oranges, grapefruit, bananas and other tropicai. fruits,
It's a large city of over three million, and we were told it is virtually a new
eity, as old monnments and landmarks vere destroyed.

Regards,

\
\

our luitcnsesl and they |
B
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Mareh 18, 1975
Dear Aunt Gladys:

We're still enjoying the trip and staying out of trouble. Went to a cocktail

party tonight given by some Abilene people, and met some more Texans, plus a

grcnq Ohio girl who is going to work at Neiman Marcus in Dallas soon. Of course
don't drink, but I make up for it at the hors d'oceuvres.

Dr. and Mrs, Granville Walker and Martha and I are becoming fast friends, and pal-
ling around together. They are delightful people with a good sense of humor, so
we get along famously. He ran out of Japanese money, so I lent him some, and told
him my dear old father always warned me never to lend money to a preacher, or be
caught in a mule trade with one. He told me that someone said you can't trust a
man who makes a living with his mouth. : '

I suppose the highlight of this trip, or any other perhaps, vas our visit to
China. It caugbf us to spend less time in Hong Kong, but was worth it. T've got a
thousand things to tell about it, and it's hard to Lnow vhere to start.

We started by getting two or three lectures before we left, explaining that China
has some 800 million people, one/fourth of the world's population; and the vorld's
longest continual culture. 6ur visit was the worst time of the year, the end of
winter, but we saw endless water in canals and irrigation ditches, vwith new crops
coming in, so it wasn't bad. We visited Canton, some 70 miles from Hong Kong, on
the mouth of the Pearl river, One of China's problems during the centurfes has
been disastrous floods, and they ume rapidly overcoming this problem.

To fully appreciate what we saw, one must realize what existed before the commu-
nists took over. I'm the last person on earth to advocate communism, and would
hate to live uhdér it, or in China now; but under it the Chinese péople have ac=
complished wonders. .

0ld China had no industry, and milllons starved to death in times of famine. They
were exploited by England, Portugal, United States, Japan, Gerrany and other colo-
nial powers..,.and their own war lords; and their country divided up. They still
harbor resentment toward those powers, and particularly now towards Russia. Now
they have their own self-governed, uir-own-d goverment, and are extremely proud
of it. They have lived regimented lives for many cqnturios, and probably would be
lost under a democratic form of government. .

Ubedience and respect 1s drilled into them from the very first words, and it's
been the backbone of their eivilization. Communism seems to be working vell, but
will probably pass, as have many other reigns and national creeds. China hash
habit of swallowing all invaders and altering foreign ideas to suit herself.

We were told repeatedly by our guides, and by everything we read, that the commu=
nists stabilized the country after ntler chaosy it gave them a national pride; and
has managed to feed, clothe and house all the people, as well as slow dowvn the
birth rate. They kept trotting out facts and figures that they had harvested so

m tons of rice, and raised so many hogs, and built so many trucks and tractops,
with an increase in each over peorilods of tlm. Now they are endeavoring to edu=
cate all the children and give free school thru middle school, then some time is
;ﬁ;nttworkmg in the country by all teenagers, and on to either more education or

ustry.

Another thing they are emphasizing is total honesty. They start on the children at

three years of age in nursery schools, and throw slogans at them all their lives.

Former regimes were corrupt, and thilevery was rampant, but it has all but dis

g;a:ag It‘::i w; were tt:lcald no :1pp ~ was uil:wcg...if you left a tip it would sit
e for an hour or two n go into lost found. We saw a_loa d

ound in the hotel and at a many d o I

gavt propagande ?or usy but l”&’oﬂh"ﬁ@.‘"’“‘ RPRRCLEN W S % mxgg@

Love,
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Mareh 18, 1975
Dear Bess:

Martha and I are enjoy happy days, and are now in the midst of ana:& with
Okinawa, Kagoshima, and Miy~ajira behind usj; and Kobe tomorrow, followed by
Yokohama and Tokyo Thursday and Friday. We wanted to run up to Hiroshima today,
but the ship was only in portfive hours, and as it was an hour's ferry ride each
way, would be cutting it close, making connections, sightseeing, ete.

We had a most marvelous visit to China down the linee..two and a half days. Some
325 of us left the ship at Hong Kong and went in train to Canton. Ve were
treated royally, and everyvhere we went crowds gathered to see the crazy Ameri-
cans. I walked %ovards one of these erowds on the street, and as I almed my
camera at them they turned and ran...don't know why. But I got many pictures...
hope they turn out.

The communists have destroyed most of the terples, and left only a fewv as museum
gieoel. They are diserediting Confuecious now, who was just a wise man, but the
hinese have deified him through the centuries and worshipped him, His original
beliefs said nothing of God, but thog altered that. We visited a beautiful tem-
ple, preserved only as a curiosity. Of course the communisgs have banned all re-
ligions; but they say they were jJustified, as the priests and missionaries and
foreign religions treated them rather shabbily down thru the centuries.

They are stressing equality now, and carry it to great longths, apparently. Ve
were told that professional men and leaders make very little more than the come
uon farm laborers...and they stressed that they are not trying to hold everyone
down to a common level...they are trying to 1ift them up to one.

As China has always had endless languages and dialects, it has led to confusion.
The communists are teaching Mandarin Chinese only, and discarding foreibly the
use of other dialects. The written language, ldiograms, is not disturbed, as it
is the same in most oriental languages, even Japanese. For instance, the letter
stand:ua:i for# tree, or man, or house is common in most languages in the Far
Bast, though the spoken word for tfmt particular figure differs widely.

The communists took over in 1949, and immediately started eliminating roroign
interests; and landlords and business owners. They claim they vere behind all
China's problems, and ruthlessly killed, or otherwide eliminated, some 57 of
the population. I’Iany of them just disappeared...probably a lot eseaping to Hong
Kong and other countries. A lot of ther were aggressive and had the brains and
leadérship China needed, but they wouldn't knuckle under to the aims of commu-
nisme To communism, the end justifies any means. "

To give them credit, they have made vast improvements, and need another 10 to
20 years to get where they want, Another thing they have accomplished is total
equality for women. In the old days wemenbere chattels or slaves, and gish
bables were often killed at birth, or sold into prostitution at an early age.
Now you see them working everywhere alongside men, and there seems to be no dife
ference in their treatment. 4

The old China was very dirty, with unlimited prostitution and slavery. Now it is
a relatively clean eit{ with a very law-abiding citizenship. The old China had a
very few extremely rich people, with the power of life or death over the rest of
the population who were poor, !'mngry, unelothed, h d and hooled. Now
all have enough to eat and wear, are housed (some poorly, to be sure), and see
hope of improvement every year. Their standard d&f living is far below ours or
most of the rest of the world, but they are very proud to be self-sufficient, and
are determined to make it on their own.

Everybody wears the same clothes, pajama=type blue (some different shades of blue)
and eats the same food. This seems to give them enormous pride. They ¥now they arO‘
golng without many things, but are proud to be working together for better tomorro

T.nera
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Mareh 19, 1975
vear lda:
It's early in the morning here, and we're entering the harbor at Kobe, Japan.
There's an all-day tour of Kyo%o scheduled, vhere they have hundreds of shrines
and temples. I already have so many pictures of shrines I'm going to have trou=
ble sorting them out when I get home. Martha and I went down there last year,
on the bullet train, but got there after closing hours and didn't see muche

We're on the last part of the trip...Friday ve'll start home...and on_e of the
entertainers last night said "this trip has been all wine, wvomen and song ==
now you'll go back to beer, tv and the old lady."

One of the highlights of the voyage was our trip into China for 2 days. They
kept us humping every minute, and ve never ate so much, of so much variety, in
our lives. We had three enormous meals, building from a mere 12 courses to the
ultimate 2% on our last night, And in that 24, they forgot any rice. Martha and
I called it quits on course #21, and could just wateh helplessly as others got
them down. They had chicken, pork, duck, beef, fish, and even our guilde d’ldn'F
know what was in some of them. They fixed lh!‘lﬂ.p several ways, and one I didn't
really care for was squid. Told the guide we had the same thing at home, baked -
artgum.

I don't imagine the natives ever saw a meal like we ate, let alone consume one.
We split up into small groups and visited a commune, whlch was one of the largest

China, some 69,000 peoples 5 ve visited the commune, a big crowd gathered,
to stare and wave at us. Ve grinned and waved back and *orth. A class of 6 or 7=
ear-olds put on an impromptu speech (in Chinese) and dance for us, as we were

arding our bus. It evidently wasn't planned by the guides, for we drove off in
the middle of ite. And then groups of kids would eclap as we came up, in the come=
mune, It was easy to start 'em waving, but we didn't know how to turn 'em off.

We visited in the commune hospital, after an effusive welcome, and speeches back
and forth by one of the leaders wlth an interpreter. One of Ehe doctors was go-
ing to demonstrate acupuncture zo us, but they saild he was out working in the
fields, so a nurse stuck a needle into her wrist, about an inch. She whirled 1it,
and la!.d when it began to get numb, was working. That particular treatrent vas
supposed to cure indigestion. They sometimes put electrodes on the needles and
give them a slight electrical charge, to increase the etfectiveness.

One of the doctors on the trip told us he had witnessed four eye operations at
the University Hospital (doctors were taken there spocun{), and aeununcture vas
the only anesthetic. He was very impressed with their skill, and the use of this
nev method. He said they used four needles in strategiec places, and the effect
would last up to four hours. Patients were perfectly conseious, but felt no pain.

At the small commune hospital they showed us a small, rather crude pharracy, and

showed us a medical ferdon, vhere they grow most of {hoir ovn herbs, having 370

varieties, in pots, like pot plants anywhere. They had three old dentists' chairs,

:gg aiwcrery ;;ld raak’x:lon.d x=ray machine. But all we saw looked healthy, so pre= |
e works, < g

The commune was like a town, with shops, primitige and small, selling only essen=
tials. About all they ean buy in the way of luxuries are wrist vatehes, food; and
a radio or bivgg]_a with two months' pay each. I understood them to say they can

brtutr thelr own houses, with a family going together on it, but on community prope
erty.

Communes are self-supporting communities, dulininwith agriculture primarilys
:sznp:: m:t:ng:: ’ andmbangiar;t:;, and support 5 t{ﬁos °g"'° ngtéhnl ggod gc
e e o: une, a e .
The communes, with 1agd go o!x’-m irrgﬁgﬁn, Am"%nﬁ“ worl’tsh:vgrgonquared";mim,
which is a greater victory to ‘h. Chinese people than the journey to the moon.
Love,
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Mareh 19, 1975
Dear Bill:

We are having a most interesting trip, and hope I can remerber some of the
places we have been, Ve will have covered some 28 plages ‘hen ‘e finish, and
already it's getting hard to remember where some particular event happened. But
I'm taking lots of pictures, and that ought to help. ¢

W most in visit to China, one vhich ve certainly won't forget!
0: ﬂo;mun:tvo 5?;12& hey h:ve a good sized tractor repair shop, with 130
workers. We didn't see the tractors, but they had 10 or 12 lathes, +ith men and
women operators, two routers, drillsjand they were particularly proud of a heavy
overhead crane &hoy had buu‘; thenselves, as well as a blg automatic grinder.
They east their own iron, and had workmen kneeling on the floor, forning big
molds with black sand, using wood formers. The casts were to be up to tvo feet
across, and they had a hearth furnace they melted the iron in, cold at the time.

They said the workers in the machine shop werec trained there, their own people
off the commune. Workers can request work there, but it is up to a commune com=
mittee to assign them, or others, to any job. ey all take their turns in the
fields, and in time of need thousands of city vorkers are sent to the communes
to help out in harvest, ete. They have no choice at all of vhere they are going,
or when they are going, and will be assigned to different ones each time, But
our guide said they were patriotic about it, and felt they vere helning the
country, and their fellow man, Mainly, they like to eat, and all have to -iteh
in and help.

The workers all seemed to2 work willingly, except when they saw us, at which they
had to stop and gawk. Along the railroad they woull pause and vateh the train
probably the bilg event in their day. Ve noticed they had flickering light: buibs,
but they say they are getting more electricity all the time, fueled by their
own coal and oil deposits. They have no private cars, so use very little oil.

There are not many romds, and I asked a gnide if it were possible to drive from
Canton to Shanghal, He looked like I was erazy to ask such a stunid question,
and said one had to take the train or fly. There are vany dirt raths, ith many
people walking, and thousands of bicyoluf{ vhich 1s, by far, the lenéinrg node

of transportatlon, The bikes are all black, one=speed, nome&imel vith echrome
fenders. They don't have coaster brakes, but have rim brakes. Some of - them
carry fantastic burdens of baskets, gunny sacks of H“ﬁxam I sav one carrying
two 1l5-foot long telephone poles a& a 45-degree angle. Uxtra riders were on some,
usually sidesaddle--which seems to me to be a difficult feat.

There were also many two-wheel carts with hhndles out front, on an axle with

heavy bicycle wheels. The men and women pulled them, never pushed, and it looked
like they had fantastic burdens sometimes, asthey are obviously s!raining. Occa~
slonally one could be seen with two or three persons helping pull it,

Aluost all the work in the fields was done by hand, with occasionally a vater
buffalo, Usually you could see dozens of people working, bending over in the
!ater. and other peoplé carrying baskets suspended on a pole over their shoulder.
dvidently one water buffalo rated one person, as those not working vere grazing
on little raised ridges between the rice pndv!ia' with an attendant holding the
ropg. Saw very few tractors, and a couple up to {he hubs in mud, chugging along.
Don't know what they were doing, asthe Bround obviously didn't need plo-ing.
lNone of the buffalos pulled carts or carried loads, or people astride.

Obviously they have no sex discrimination, for everyvhere men and :omen :ere
working togetherj and women pulling the carts, dirging ditches, and 'orking on
new construction. We saw two or three bulldozers, sittine idle, painted army
green. Lots o)é their truiku ere n%litax-gdv hicles, byt used in eivilian -opk,
uess they ge an asserbly line set up al ?Jus% %u}n em ag out the sawe. 5hey
all belong to the state, anyvay.

Regards,
| (T AT S N
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March 20, 1975
Dear Ruthie - Norbert - Liz:

I went off without your address...otherwise would have written earller. Called in
Tuesday night and Louise gave it to me. Hope it's right...if you don't iot this,
let me know. There wasthis Irishman (our tour director is Irish, and all his
jokes are about Irishmen) who went into a ladies lingerie shop and asked for a
bra for his wife. They asked what king, but he didn't know. He guessed it was
one of those "doggie" bras...that make pointers out of setters.

Anyway, we got to go into China for 2} days, and found it extremely interesting.
Not. many foreigners are allowed in, and ve were evidently curilosities, for crowds
gather to watech us whevever we wcné. The people on the street, and on buses seem=
ed Elum, and when we waved and smiled, they smiled, pointed at us, and waved
back. But I wonder if ordinary people back home, walking or riding buses, don't
look glum too? 1 never really noticed.

A printer wouldn't have much to do there. I never saw a nevspaper, and asked our
guide if they had any. He said they. had several, and perhaps the l’xocol could get
me one..sbut they didn't seem able to. Saw several fences with vhat looked to be
newspapers pasted up, and a few people reading them. They have a paper mill in

Canton, but couldn't visit it, as we vent everywhere as a group.

For some reason, they picked "group leaders" from among us, vith groups of 25.

We got an old boy, who I don't think realizes is on a ship yet. His vife asked
me what I did, and I said “"printer." She said to guess vhat he did, and I'guessed
retired preacher. That was wrong, so 1 guessed retired card sharp. It turns ont
he's a builder, and does the finilhing work on Holiday Inns  and similar vork,
Anyway, vhen we were leaving Canton, he and his vife sat with us on the trainj
and he missed his glasses. ie lookeé in his pockets, his wife's purse, their hand
luggage, and then had the guide accompany him outli&c and down to the baggage car
where tﬁey found his bag..buc no glasses. Then he chewved out his wife on his
return for hiding them her purse, and frantically went thru it again. They
then turned up in the breast pocket of his jacket.

I guess I should feel flattered, but they seemed to piek the most deeripit peo=
ple to make this trip, leaving more able-bodied applicants behind. Several ere
very lame, and had to have special care; one old gal is blind and can't see the
end of her arm. And several were in the first group to go in last year, Perhaps
they billed us as the cream of the erop of degenerate America.

The Chinese are a busy people..swork, work, work everyvhere. Few machines, so
they carry things on their backs, bicycles, small carts or slung on poles. I
wonder if some of the refugees going into ﬁong Kong are not fleeing communism,
but just want a rest, and a taste of loafing on welfare.

There are certainly no hipples therej all men have fairly short haircuts vith
shaved necks. Womens' hair was either braided or pigtaills. Of course there are
no blondes or redheads, and we saw no bald-headed Chinese, It vas sort of a
shock to come back onto the Hong Kon%htrliu and see the attendants with hair
down over their collars, straggely. The women wear no makeup of any kind, and
with their blue pajamas were rather dowdy. The bosom is de-emphadized, and gll
girls and women are straight up and down. I think Chinese women must be flat
anyway, but what they had must have been bound up.

We went into a home in the commune, add talked (through an interpreter) to a
couple of girls who live there. It was primitive b;ircour standards, but quite
coufortable, with clean whiteweshed brick valls, piletures on the walls, electrie
wires running down to bare light bulbs, and a radio and foot-pedal sevin wache
éne. TM d a spall ho gla e iﬁ tea. Everyvhere ve went ve were lorvgd lgrong
1:‘4': o:lod a.ﬁ: mugs, an quantity of grounds in the bottom. Was very good after

Love,
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Dear Nadine and Larry: »

ed to write you before this, but failed to bring along your address.
%:?I.,;oén::mlooune ‘l‘uuau; night, and sh‘ gave it to me. Hope it reaches you. 1
thought of you last night, vhen we went to a concert given on two Steinways by
a pair of extrerely accomplished English pianists. It was their final appears
ance, as they are leaving us in Yokehama. Entertaliners constantly come and go,
for h 1s hard to come upkith something new on this long a trip. We are supposed
to get Jazelle (?) MacKenzle today, for the ride into San Diego.

Mareh 20, 1975

Martha and 1 were privileged to go into China for 2 days, and were aved by all
we saw. We expected a militant, military country, but all the soldiers ve saw
were strolling around, as if on liberty...and no great numbers of them, The only
thing we saw guarded was the border.

We staged in a comfortable old hotel, built in 1961, with 433 rooms...the T\mi
Fang. It is supposed to be Canton's premier and one of only a handful of hotels
capable of handfoing forelgn guesbs. It was barren by our standards, but ve didn't
expect a Hilton or Holiday Inn. There were no radios or television, no cocktail
bar or lounge, newspapers or literature.

All the women were dreading cold weather and unheated rooms, but it was 57 de=
grees on our arrival, and roor temperature went up to 68 by the tire ‘e left, so
was guite comfortable, We stayed in the old wing, because & never scction vas
not supposed to have heating...but it was a beautiful modern building, and I
find it hard to believe they would leave off heating.

We got two American breakfasts: coffee, fried eggs and toass. But lunch and din-
ner were feasts of Chinese food you wouldn't belleve, And all good. Ve sat at
round tables of eight, with six Awericans and two Chinese. The Chinese would
stand up when a_new dilh ceme in, spear some with their chopsticks, and put on-
to our plates. It was all served farily style, and they vouldn't let us clean
our plates before they gave us more. We had our choice of Ch'nese beer or "Pearl
River Orange Julce," so I took the latter. I bet I drank tvo gallons, for & girl
was constantl{ bchind us with a bottle...we'd take a sip and she'd ﬂll the
glass to the ‘brim.

Wie had one obnoxious old goat who insisted on constantly puffing a stinking cigar.
So I jumped him one meal, and he §old me if I didn't 1ike it I could move. Told
hin he was the one who u‘unk...why should I move? I got out a can of deodorant
later and was going to spray him straight in the face on the train, but we didn't
sit hdpway near him, so I was frustrated. As ve were assigned roome with no
change permitted, I wonder who got him?

The hotel furnished, free: cigarétbes, matches, tea, mineral water, soff drinks
beer, frult, set of postcards, and a ;ﬂp. Also’ve vere told 1aundr;'r, hnirdreuix’eg
and medical services were free. We were cautioned not to steal anything out of
the rooms, as it was all strictly accounted for, and they might erbarass us at
the border by asking individually for an ash tray or sorething missing out of

yo ur room., I didn't hear of any trouble that vay.

ve ,av the mst", fabulous stage shov in a big new auditorium near the hotel, I
t'i'on t &hink we've ever seen the equal anyvhere. They had two fluorescentebright
lions" with two men in each that were so natural, and performed such gymnestics
it was unbelievable. Th;!'l bicycle act and balancing, and finally ended up vith
some 15 people on ore bikes...we couldn't count them nh. And tvo magiclans who
roduced flocks of pigeons and goldfish bowls full of live fish, out of thin air,
- gth:r one filled a table vith objects and lanterms of every deseription, taken
ut of & rolled-up newspaper. 1t was a fabulous evening, and crovds of Chinese
B FIe 000t 00" E1,VE MRERSohalBENed 181 120, FEa5"2E fhe 141N 56 T
ﬁgsv.m. P graphér was not perr on the trip, so b}

.
Love,
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Mareh 21, 1975
Dear Bob and Helen:
Martha and I are still at it, and just steaming away from Yokohama tonight., Not
much doing toddght...tried a lousy movie, then a game of Serabble, &nd thought
I'd get a letter off before going to bed. It's tossing quite a bif: tonight, and
they made an announcement we could expect turbulent seas for the next day or
two, and to stow all loose gear. They already have guard cables up throughout
the ship, and seasick bags posted at strategle positions. Sut T vonder +hat
would happed if you didn't get seasick at a strategic position?

We've had magnificent weather throughdut the trip, except it rained last night
in Tokpps..but today was nice with sunshine, a few rain drops and some clouds,
But not cold, Jjust pleasamtly cool. One of @he passengers asked if ve had seen
his first wil‘e which recalled the joke o f . the man vhose wvife thouﬂm,'2 she ras
dying, and tolcl him she didn't mind if he remarried...just not to let /2 rear
her ciothe-. He replied,”Oh that's all right...she's not your size."

We had a fascinating trip into China for 21 days, and are glad they are 1ifting
the 1id a little. They can't care for many travelers, and ve were extremely
lucky to be among the few.

The country was very hilly near the coast out of Hong Kong, and they had ter-
reces up many of the hills, cultivating wherever possible. But it flattened out
after a few miles and was flat as a saucer in Canton and vieinity. This permite
ted extensive irrigating, and we never saw so much. Most of the irrigation was
of rice paddles, but there were odd patches of other vegetables, and I eould
identify cabbages. The rice paddies were odd shaped lots of times, with dividing
lines ridges of dirt some 18 inches high and 18 inches wide, which were used as
paths between the paddies.

There were slightly different levels of irrigation,and ve sav many small elec~
tric pumps on the ends of pipes, pulling the vater upj other times we sav sort
of bieycle pedal arrangsmont but turned by a person's handsjand still other
times saw them simply rriguhng with buckets. The country is 867 rural, so the
vast majority work at feedlng the rest of the ecountry.

There are lots of trees, but few forests. They are dotted every here, ' ith rovs
along paths and the railroad and the fewv roads. Canton had many shaéinp the
streets, llany of them weve p{anted in stralght rows, and vere said to be gur
trees imported from Australia, There were many bamboo trees, and it is -idely
utilized in scaffolding, fencing, piping, ete. I sav some trees uwko eight ine
ches thick...didn't know jt got tnat big. As Canton is sub-tropical, there rere
many palm trees, but didn t see any coconuts.

We didn't see any fences, and as paint is short, most buildings are “aded yellow
or red briek, with red tlle roofs. A few had Chinese corners, but rost vere just
like ours...square. It's a eclean country, with 1little trash, Guess they sort
and use it. There are many piles of bricks piled both in the country and in
town, probably for future use. They're larger than ours. Vith the cheap labor,
ttazg;yrobably clean and save all the old brick, although we could see the old
walls of some buildings standing pertially dismentled now and thens

Along the railway there was embankment work going on with native stone, gangs of
men and women laborously handling and piling them by hand with little or no
tools. The train was neatly painted grnn, but there is ery little other paint
apparent. Guess it's a luxury they still can't afford. The train vas very smooth
with welded rails, and I notleed they had conctete ti®s...first I've ever seen.
There were piles of coal periodically along the line, and sav one old-fashioned

stean eng:lxm1 with a gang of people shoveling coal into its hoppere Our locomo=
tive was a dlesel, tho ugh. £

There were picturés of Mao in the school, factory and corrune ‘e visited, but sav

little or none on the streets. Love,

—
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March 23, 1975
Dear Als

Hope this finds all the presses running well. I've got samples of papers from
alrovar I'11 bring home, if they don't weigh me down, l'ost are poorly printed,
but one from Tokyo is one of the prettiest four-color johs T've ever seen on
newsprint., We're at sea now, on the way to Honmolulu, and two nights and a dey
have been very rough...not side to side, but up and down swells. Today looks
sunshiny and beautiful outj hope the sea calws down.

The Catholic priest aboard told the story of an old Irish widow woman vho had a
dog she was very fond of, and it died. Not wanting to give 1t an ordinary dog
funeral, she approached l’xer priest and said she wanted it to be buried as a per-
son in {:he Catholic cemetery. He sdid it was out & the question, and to go see
the priest in the next parish, as he was having hard times and right be persuad-
ed to bury the dog there for a small fee. But she didn't want that, and kept nag-
ing her own priest. "I'm just a poor widow woman," she said, "and all I've got
15 @300{ do you think the other priest would bury the dog for that?" "¥ny didn't
you tell me," he said, "that that was a Catholic dog?"

We had a most interesting trip into China, and they couldn't have been nicer to
uss Bverybody wo rks there, and I wish we could provide our hippies, dissenters,
winos and lazy bums with a one-way ticket there.

One of the highlights of the trip was a visit to a commune, vhere there are some
16,000 households or 68,000 people. Most tend the rice rieids, but also have a
snall forest, some 80 oo pigs, and grow garden vegetables, some srall bananas,
and peanuts. After all expenses have been, taxes, ete., 1t distributed $150 to
every able-bodied person as 1974 wages. They were very proud of this figure, and
I guess it looks large, if you're used to nothing. Their output has doubled since
the revolution, and they seem to worship progress, wuch as e do.

The only pigs I saw were in a small room in the home we visited, a good-looking
pair. We saw very few dogs, one little pateh of goats, and a few old women herd
ing along a gaggle of geese. There was only one puny iittlo pony »ulling a cart,
1 saw along the road. rything else is pulled by humans., There were a fev 1it-
tle chickens running alone around the commune, but sav no flocks of them., I think
most of their food 1s rice and vegetables. They were all very healthy looking’
peopley but no fat ones.

1 took many pictures, and there were no restrictions, except of the border and

any military posts. We were cautioned in a briefing not to refer to "Red China"

or "Mainland China,™ but just to call it China or the Republic of China, Kwang=

chow igthe Chinese name for Canton, a clty some 28 centuriles old. Vie were sched-

ﬁed to visit an lvory factory, hospital and university, but didn't get around to
el e

Had an interesting visit to the Foshan pottery and poreelain factory, and after
many cups of tea and a short waleomlng speech, they showed us through. It was an
old brick and cement building, or collection of buildings, on two stories,and
we rambled through., Roomshad eight or ten workers, doing ‘:he most 1ntr1ea£s hand
work, They molded the basiec parts of figures, then added such things as heads,
arms, legs and other protuberances latery vi‘h a sort of clayish glue. Then the
figures sa¥ and hardened awhilej and other workers painted them with a rather dull
finish, But after baking they came out bright and sparkling. We had a chance to
buy some in a small shop, and we got a small vase. They, also, were vroud of pro-
duction figures. In 1969 they did 800,000 pleces=-in 1974 1,300,000, They vorked
eight hours a day, six days a week, Periodically they had to go to a commune and
:grkc}nog;: f%.}il, an:} so:;timz; :'l:}ilvo :nl;:ta;:dien, to get a better understand-
TS Ves. wonder ey don ve something...A
begter off if they understood other ang.ntn of soeiat)tr. 8 HOTSHRON. W Jo

Regards,
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March 23, 1975
Dear Cherry and Hap:

Guess you are kept upeto=date on Nancy and Saul. I think we'll have a hard time

getting him away from your mother on our return home. Bobby alvays “as sorething

special to Aunt Gladys, for we stayed with her awhlle when he was very small,

Still having a marvelous time; but at the moment having the worst turbulence of
| the trip...a couple of days out of Japan on the way to Hawail.

We had a fascinating trip into China, and noone was sure we were going until the
last minute, when we left. But they were very gracious to us, and we brought out
many memories. One of the highlights was a visit to a school, with kids from
three to seven. It was small, with only sowe 250 students, and they vere most
engaging. Obviously they had been rehearsing for our viaiE, for rost of them
were garishly made up with lipstick and rouge, and their best clothes. After a
few cups of tea, and a speech by a supervisor, through an interpreter, they put
on a program.

We realized they were probably not typieal kids, and certainly not everday clothes
but at homwe for important visitors we would tro€ out the brightest show-offs, and
dress for the occasion specially. It was a combination sehool and nursery, as it
kept the kids from 7:30 to 5:00 while their folks worked. They didn't use sehool
buses, as the children were from the immedlate neighborhood.

They had a playground similar to ours, and off to the side a srall swirming pool,
where some of the older boys deronstroted swimming, although the day ras ehilly.
They sald they swim every day the year round, to condition them. The. buildings
were rather old and rambled, and probably had not alvays been a school...rerhass
was born as some sort of government building. The' inside walls were *Nhiterashed,
and up_under the eaves in some of the rooms ere openings outside for ventidae
tions It would seem it would get right chilly during vinter, as there was no
ﬁégn of heating, It never freezes or snows there, but does get dovn inte the
S

They had an old shabby piano in the corner, and a teacher accompanied sore of
the children in songs. They had sort of skirtl around it, of ecloth, to dess it
ups It looked exactly like ours, but had a pitch lower tone...very vleasant,
They showed us a class of six-year-olds already learning to work...ubfolding
flat boxes to be used in some Industryj and another group sorting through plastie
pellets for bits of dirt and impurities. They have a strong work ethic in China,
and don't fool around with loafers-~it's sort of a religion vith them. Of course,
they have learned for centurles that if you don't work, you starve.

All the places we toured served great quantities of tea, without sugar or spoons.
So I'd put in a couple of saccharin in mine, then stir with my red pen. Caught
some of the kilds eyeing mes..Iimagine that‘li give 'em something to talk about for
awhile...crazy Auericans! 1 taped part of the speeches, then each of us got &
little kid by the hand to lead us back to the bus, and T played a little of the
tape for mine, He never took his eyes off it until T left, Had probably hever hea:
of a tape recorder. They didn't want us to go--kept elutehing our hands and hug=
ging our necks., Was right touching! We'd have all taken one with us if ve eould.

We sew some kids on the strea\:s| playing, during school hours. But ve were told
education is compulsory, so don't know how come. All adults vear uniforr blue
elothing, but kids evidently are permitted bright colors, so they vere dressed
much as ours. Marriage is encouraged late in China, so tfxey'll have fever cHle
dx-ani and clothes deemphasize sex. There was absolutely no makeup. They probably
get lectures also to limit families. They told us the birthrate vas c-ntrolled
now, somevhere between 800 and 900 nilllon, almost one-fourth of the human race,
China is a big country, but vast majority {ive in the southern half, as the north
is barren, and they have large uninhabited areas.

© Love,
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Mareh 23, 1975
Dear John & Phronzie:

ie! ti11 at it and enjoying the trip, but will be glad to get hore and see
K;:::;': new boy, born sixj:cz we took ofr: Ve call in every couple of ‘eeks, and
keep in touch tl’nat waye. 2

We had a most interesting trip into China, I guess they wanted "F dispel the idea
of & hungry China, for wg wvere never fed so mueh in our lives. We had an enorrvous
lunch, and two big dinners...with 24 courses in one of them. We dropped out on
the 21st. The lunch consisted of, in part: cabbaﬁe goup, rice, shrimp, meatballs,
eggsy fish (and then 1 lost traof:). At the end they served srall dark yellow ban-
anas, delicious, and a bit sweeter then ours. At the beginning and during they
mealy a girl would bring a stearming hot waghrag,and sometimes cool ones. The Chin-
ese sit on chairs, but eat with chopsticks. They gave us forks and spoons. There
was no salt or pepper, but a small 2" dish with a smidgeon of soy sauce. And they
had a dish with what {ookea 1ixe catsup.«.1 took a bite about as large as a pea,
and my tongue burned for a day and a half. They also had vinegar on the table,

Bach of the three blg meals was different, and the first big dlnner consisted of
meat and peanut combination (delicious!), meatballs, potatoes, soup, bamboo shoots
grall pileces of chicken (Just chopped Vi{h bone intaet, not eut on Eho Jjoint like
we do)y fish, shrimp, prawn, broecoli, rice, and oranges...in part. We visited a
coumune and %hey proudly served us tea (as everywhere we went), and locally grown
peanuts in the shell, and small bananas.

Our last big dinner went to a restaurant, and saw virtually the only fluorescent
and neon lights outside, with Chinese letters. There were at least 100 restaurant
employees waiting on the curb for us olapgmg as we got off the buses, and grin-
n at us, They did the same as we 1&?1:. thought at first the men in the -hite
Jackets were at last coming to get us. The only dish ve didn't really care for
was jellyfish, rubbery and tasteless.

They had several centerpleces beautifully done, and one looked like an artificial
red flower, but it was made fror dyed raw potato. We sat at round tables, °ith
two Chinese guldes and six tourists, The Chinese stood up at intervals and helned
us from the platters in the center of the table, family style. Wouldn't l-t us
enpty a plate before they heaped on more. n

We had an exceptionally fine guide part of the time, a young man I would be proud
to have as a son. He was very intelligent and obviously thought in English, for
he could converse in it without pause, while others had to stop and think and
translate their answers. He said he went to the university four years and learned
English and politics. He had been married two years to a school teacher, with no
children. We got his name and address and will write him, We asked him many ques-
tions and he answered without seeming to censor his answers. He said he has to
go into the country pericdically to work inm a comrune, but it doesn't hurt hinm as
.he 1s young and stroni; and the main reason they do that is to give city and vhite
ggllt.ar workers an insight into common workers' lives, Might be a good idea in the
ates.

He sald they were given no choice in college...were told what to do and take. They
can apply for their preference, and if opening, and'they qualify, stand a chance
to get it. Said they give tests, but didn't lgaborntq. Sitting beside this young
man was one of our group, an 014 man, and I overheard him telling the gulde that
America had a degenerate system, and 1like Rome of old, was doomed to go down in
failure, 1 got mad at that and f‘lared up at him. He spoke vith a Cerran accent,
and told me he had spent two years under Hitler. He furtherrore told the g-ide
that Stalin was wonderful and had done so much for the Russian nation, 1 gave him
some 1ip, and he sort of shrugged and sald that wvasthe beauty of ‘verica...ve
2;2%2" dz‘a‘; rﬁeeoﬂggrg:dv:g ctugmu?i.;t t\vho o‘riy;iuu;‘l:y had prospered under our

e trip. e a after that to keep him from
sounding off, and told the guilde -rtorkull’EhA those vere not th:7 sontgentl af |
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March 2%, 1975
Dear Don:

Hope you are doing alright by nmow. Talked to John the other day, and he said
things were goidg well. We had a miserable night last night...there's a storm
somewhere and it ereates long swells. The shlp keeps going up and down length-
wise, and mow and then the propd come out of the water and there's a horrible
lurcfxing. Sure feel sorry for the poor guys below cooking, or working with ma-
chinery. We just left Yokohama, a very clean city. They say they even make the
pigeons fly upside down.

On going into China, we had to fill out in detail what we were bringing in, ine
cluding amount of money and @enominati on of bills. Also radios, cameras, tape
recorders, and fountain pens. Don't know why the todo about pens, for we saw
them for sale there. On the train we put money we wanted exchanged into Chinese
yuan in envelopes, and they brought the yuan back to usj less than we expected
naturally. It seems the US is the only country with inflation. Everywhere we go
Ze are told the dollar is worth so much, then vhen we get there find it worth
@SSe

Anyway, the yuan vas worth about 57¢, and we could exchange it on the train, at
the ho!sl, or a store we went to. Une old woman washrguing with a clerk at {he
hotel, saying why didn't they take real money, lnstead of that local stuff., They
told us to get receipts for all purchases, then vhen we left the country, they:
would be subtracted, and we would have to strike a balance. 1 faithfully g ot
receipts,then they d1an't even glance at them. Told us we could take out no
Chinese money, but broke down andfald we could take some for souvenirs.

OUne old gal lost her currency form on the train back, and they kept nagging her
about 1t, until she finally sald she was siek and tired of discussing it, ‘here-
bg ihey sent a little Chinese nurse to her with some pills...thinking she vas
sick.

China has no tourist trade at all, and we never saw anybody selling anything...
no stalls anywhere, except in cif.iu or towns where there were a few stores sell-
ing necessiti ess On riding around at night, the streetsére dimly 1lit every-
where we went, and stores had a dim bare bulb or two, or a bare fluorescent
fixture. There were little or no signs above stores, and of course no billboards.
At night we saw a tailor shop, liquor store,place selling cloth, and fruit-stand
along with a few places where people were work. in dinm light., Quite a few peo=
ple were on the streets at nighty,walking or on bikes, and the few trucks and
bul:: i:n with parking lights on, flieking on headlights in dim places. Bikes had
no lights. ‘

There were very few traffie lights, and they were not really needed, except for
bikes and people. A few traffie directors, but I doa't know 1f they were police,
as they were not armed. I don't think they have poliee...the army serves that
function. There were few buses for a town that size, probably just novhere to go.
1 sgw one dim 1 ittle novie house, but the guide said there wvere "many."

We rode around in a small bus, holding about 25, and got on in the riddle. They
had larger eity buses, some ’+6 feet long, but hlngod in the middle with sort of
accordion passageway betveen. Our bus, and the train, carried a mop and bucket
and periodically the attendant would mop dewn the floor, while woving. They drive
on the right there, which $Seered strange to us. We sav a few electric streetears.

The hotel had a niece store, where you eould buy a few souvenirs, and I care away
with a beautifully printed China book. They had on display freeze dried tea, and
we tried to buy sowe, but it was for display only...they had none for sa Ve
also visited a "Friendship Store," sgiﬂg for visitors, which vas !grt o‘fh’rgll
departuent storey and carrled so s and what we gonddor xrmeossi n!. e 1o=

are not per&itmd inside ite y are probably better off not knoving vhat
they're nissing. But with our mob of some 325, it was hard to get waited on, so
we didn't buy muche Regards,
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Dear Mac:

We're on the home streteh now, with a long drag between Jepan and Honolulu
sowething like seven days. This is the third day and I'm already horesick for
some sightseeing. We got spoiled in Japan, stopping a different place every day.

o China faseinat but I eertainly wouldn't want to live there. They
hd:drtg‘;r revolution in 1 and in 1958 broke up all rural areas into about
264,000 comrunes, with from 16,000 to 70,000 people each. Cven in the citiss and
towns every aVahabln inch is cultivato&, from the edge of the street or side-
walk to house or factory walls. Some places they had long cocoons of cloth over
plants, winiature hothouses. China hag had couatless centuries of starvation,
and they are very proud now that they have conquered it.

In the couatry they are slowly chiseling away hilk, levelilng them for more
fields, or at least bullding more terraces on them for erops. Tgey carry thc‘
dirt away by hand,with a pair of baskets on a pole over vorkers' shoulders. e
saw a few junks on the Pearl River, with families living in them, but not near
the number found in Hong Kong. Probably fishermen. lM,st soldiers were men, but
there are a few women, with gdcntioal uniforms...the only difference being their
hair.

Everywhere we went we listened to apeeches of welcome, translated into English
by our guides. They kept mentioning the revolutilon, and the glorious days since.
They constantly refared to Mao, and his teachings, and lots of rooms had his pic=
ture on the wall, but we amn'ﬁ see any on the streets, Saw only one propaganda
truck with men and a loudspeaker...but they could have been barking for a movie.

deo visited a "Friendship Store," to buy a few curios and necessities, and a large
croud of Chinese gathered o utside to watch us. T valked over to take their pile=
ture, and they scattered. Pecople are working everyvhere, apperently vwillingly,
except when they saw us, and that was cause for stoppines to gawk. Avericans-and
Europeans vere apparentiy rare. Except for our party of 325, there didn't seer to
be uwore than hailf & dozen guests in the hotel.

The Chinese like ro und doors, for we saw several. Perhaps it has sorme signific-
ance for them. I bought some \’mttaries for my camera flash in the Chinese store,
which ordinarily last for weeks...these didn't last a day. ¢

The vast majority of Chinese live in the country, but from the train and bus ‘e
saw svall towns or communes every mile or so, on one or the other side of the road.
Soue of ‘the houses were straw huts, but the majority were stone, cerent, rlaster
and bricke. Logs of them were sort of faded yellow...don't knowv ir it was paint,

as otherwise they didn't use much péint. Lots of them go barefoot, esrecially

in the country. Others have sandals, and in town the majority wear sort of slip-
on teanls shoes with rubber soles and cloth tops. :

In towns, there wer e occasional piles of coal by the curb, probably used for
scme sort of power generation in adjoining buildings. The ciinate is not too eold,
8o they don't have any heatinmg. Our guide said they had plenty of eoal, but not
much olls lie was very intelligent, and we told him of the many Chinese resau-
rants at hom e, which interested ﬁiﬁ greatly. Ve deseribed the menus of chep suey,
chow mein and egg foo young, and he found it hard to believe...although our Chine
ese dishes resembled those we got in China.

A few of the Chinese vere smoling clgarettes, but they probably can't afford to,
on & yearly income of $1 00 to $150s We queshoned vhether we drove only selected
routes and were shown prepared sites, but I doubt it, We rode for hours and very
few people we passed knew we were differont from the other buses, Afnd I don't

8

really think they cored that much what ® Jousi
ot e e o Mg K T SV e e Horth"ana "thY sthfes.
Regards,
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We found the Tung Fang hotel in Canton very comfortable, and tynical of o'd
hotelséverywhere. Our baggage was colleced from our staterooms ~n the shin the
night before departure, and we found it in our hotel rooms soon after arrival.
The same on leaving...we had to keep out a few things in a hand suitcase, and
put our grips in the hallway the night prior to leaving, and did not see them
again until finding them outside our staterooms after return to the ship.

We were advised to wear casual clothes, but to bring a tie and jacket for the
two dinners. On the train there was some marching music, and then Chinese sing-
song...likewise the hotel lobby. But they both beat rock-and-roll.

The hotel room had a fumigating smell, or perhaps a neculiar incense, vhich ve
soon got used to, and aware of. It had a large bathrub, with a flexible hose you
could hold overhead if you wanted to shower. The toilet was similar to ours, but
a couple ¢ inches lower. It reminded me of those at home...you had to jigg le the
handle to séep the bajl. There were half a dozen American-style elevators, but
with operators. There was a large courtyard, perhaps a city block, surrounded by
the old and new wings of the hotel. It contained a winding, scenic fish pond con-
taining a few goldfish, and a couple of badminton courts. A pair of young men
showed up at daybreak %o play, but were not very good.

Each occupied floor of the hotel had a desk by the elevators, with two or three
attendants. You left your key with them, and picked up upon your return. It was
vast old hotel, with seven stories on the old wingy, and 11 on the new. The per-
sonnel were very pleasant, but spoke little English. I spoke on occasion to some
men strolling thru the gardens and lobby, and they just stared at me...nverhans
they were party officials.

The temperature while we were there vas very pleasant, but cloudy and gloomy
poor for pictures. We were lucky that our large party of 325 was broken up into
groups of 25, each with its individual bus, and ve each went our own way. That
way there were not usually too many people around at the various nlaces we vis-
ited. Most of their buses were ordinary, but saw one large FEuropean type bus...
perhaps imported to see if they couilid copy. They had other rather crude buses
obviously converted from old army trucks.

As bamboo is plentiful and cheap, they used it imaginatively in some fences, and
furniture. All the scaffolding on new buildings wvas of bamboo, similar to Hong
Kong, tied together with some sort of twine. The new bulldings going up looked
old before they were finished, as they waste no effort in making them beautiful.

I tried to gt a picture of people we saw occasionally walking buffalo, who had

on sort of straw raincoats...they looked like walking strawstacks. It was trying
to rain all day, but didn't really get to it. They said all that wvater comes from
rain and rivers...no wells. I'd think they would get chilbains and rheugatism
from working knee-deep in water and mud all day, paddling around in the rice
paddies those chilly morningsj and boy, would 1% be hard on y» ur back!

We passed one little city, some 20 miles from Canton, where apparently they did
nothing but pottery, for we saw endless bikes and carts loaded with jars, some
very large, Our guide said the clay in the area was suitable for pottery, cera-
namics, and cups and saucers, and had been making them for 700 years.

Another town evidently had forging works, for bikes were deliverying chains and
iron goods; some of the chains with links some 3" long. Ve got a kick out of

some of the bike riders...they had on ponchos that almost completely covered them
and the bikes.

They told us that workers on the communes work only two or three hours a day d r-
1n§ slack season, but 12 to 14 during harvest. Sometimes they get three crons of
rice a year. In the fields, you could see people dipping fertilizer out of bliek-

ets with their hands, and broadcasting it.
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Communes are run by a revolutionary council, and my first impulse would be to say
by elders, but they are probably made up of young men, as the various spceches of
welcome made to us by leaders were by and large young men and women. The elders,
who have lived under free enterprise, may not be as patriotic. Teams compete in
the communes, and flaunt their figures. T hey pick a top team for others to emu-
late, and give them wide. publicity. It's a form of competition apnarently highly
successful, and substitutes for the personal enterprise under our system.

The land is so valuable they have few cemeteries; and encourage cremation., But
if one insists on being buried, they will adhere to his wishes. We saw a few from
the train window, usually on the slope of shill...less productive land.

Saw some boats on a good-sized river or two, and one small tug pulling several
barges of coal. Along a few of the canals wvere three-piece boats, some 20 feet
long, with one or two oarsmen standing and propelling vith swaying motion, his
oap going like a fishtail. Saw some with pairs of oars, but facing in the direc-
tion they were going, standing up. We cpossed some narrow bridges, probably nret-
ty old, and had to wait for trucks and other traffif to cross. Evidently the road
had been widened, but not the bridges.

In the commune they had a large pond they referred to as the "fishpond," butsaw
noone fishing in it. I asked the guide if fishing were permitted, and he looked
horrified. Said if permission vere given, it must come thru the council. Probably
it's a fish hatchery, and all contents are community property. A few rowboats were
out beside the road 1n o ne spot, pulling up what looked like seaweed. Turned out
to be watercress, a delicacy in Chinese cooking,

We were told several times the state and communes are building more dams, ponds,
reserve water supplies and electric pumping stations all the time, to keep ahead
on their goal of mope acreage for farming, and more food supplies.

We didn't see any flowers...they probably consider them an unnecessary luxury.

The road from Canton to Fochow was a two-lane macadam, but there were so many bikes,
pedestrians, carts anq a few buses and trucks, progress was slow, and the driver
used his horn incessently. It was misting bu% not really raid, and lots of the
people had umbreilas, identical to ours. eb never saw one taxi, but out in the
country were a few rlckshas (very few), and few pedicabs, probably with old or
disabled people in them.

The commune had a back room with straw on the floor...probably for grandad. The
bigs were in another room. The main living room in the house we visited had a high
vaulted ceiling with skylight on one side, and bamboo furniture made of 8" to 23"
pieces, with cushions...very comfortable. The vater supnly ‘as a cistern flush =ith
the ground, and a bucket for draving up the water. The tvo big good looking nigs
lived in a room do wn the street. They live in family units, just 1like us, and the
one we visited had a man, wife, daughters and old man.

On the train in Hong Kong, one of the passengers, an old man of 83, parked in the
coach and loudly proclaimed his right to smoke cigars anyvhere he pleased. We nut
up with that awhile, then Martha and I got as far away as possible on the Chinese
train. Later we were assigned to the small group of 25, and he was in it, smoking
incessantly. He usually got the rear seat of the bus, and we the front, but at
lunch the second day we sat down, and he came over to join us., I asked if he was

%oing to suck on that stinking cigar during lunch, and he said if I didn't like it
could move. i

So I replied why should I move...I wasn't the one who was stinking up the place.
Other people at the table half-heartedly joined with me, and I told him there seem-
ed to be a slob in every group, and he was ours. But he put out the cigar and didn't
smoke 1t any more during the meal. I heard other peonle squawk about it during the
trip, but they didn't have the guts to jump him. I was disdopointed though... 187s
ed myself with a can of deodorant and was going to spray it right in his face if he
sat by us on the train, but he was far away.
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There are many individual sights and sounds in China that come to mind, like the
half dozen people pulling an old rusty handplow, in mud up to their knees, with
one guy holding it down. And @etting up at the crack of dawvn, with the sound from
thelbalcony of’ the hotel of a platoon of men somewhere near, chanting as they did
their morning workout at a military post. And the sight and sound of the little
Chinese kids singing their song, "Goodbye Foreign Friends."

And poor old gals washing clothes in dirty rice paddies, that would und;aubtedly
leave 'em an Oklahoma red soil color. And of the 36 flagpoles in front of the
hotel, awaiting some state occasion to break out in bunting.

One of our bright women tourists at a question and answer session at the comnune,
asked if they taught the @hildren English., I interrupted to tell her "Yes, just
like they teach your grandchildren Chinese back home!" For once, the shipts cap-
tainz: hotel manager, Holland-America man from New York, and ano%her from Singanore,
got to act Just like the rest of our tourists, and seemed to be enjoying it.

I was glad to get my glassesback, on our return to Hong Kong. There's a little
shop on the piler that advertises eight-hour, servide, and they see» to have done
a good job. I doubt that I could get a lens made bacf( home for $10, in eight hours.

Jﬁ'\?e"r',a day or two at sea, we arrived in Okinawa, in the middle of the day,
which permitted some good pictures of our coming in . The island used to be knovn
as the Gibraltar of the Pacific, and was a main base during the war for the Jap-
anese, until the American forces attacked it in 1945, in what was to be the last
great battle of the war. Over 60,000 American troops landad in the narrov middle
part, and battled three months for supremacy, with 10,000 American boys dying.
The 3apanese lost 110,000, many from suicide.

There were 7,800 Japanese planes destroyed in the great battle, and vas a pecu -
liar fact of history, that when movie makers were looking for ﬁapanese Zeroes

20 years later to make the movie "Tora, Tora, Tora," there was n ot one Zero
left in existence. They had to alter o%her makes to fake the Zero's looks. The
war ended a month after the island was secured by American forces, with the drop-
ping of the atomic bombs on Japan.

Several acres in the southern end of the island are devoted to a memorial to the
Japanese who lost their lives there, and many visitors keep flowers on the mem-
orials and graves, high above the rocks of Suicide Cliff. Some of the Japanese
Jumped off the cliff rather than surrender, and others did so after the surrender,
considering it a disgrace. 0ld women sell flowers those visiting the memorials.

Although voting to return to Japan in 1972, the Okinawa people are not Javanese,
but a mixture of Indonesian, Chinese and }apanese. They are mainly Buddhists,
which brought a Chinese culture; and they have added immortality to Buddhism,
which did not start out that way. So they worship a hapny Buddha, vhile must Bud-
dhists are glum and scorn this life.

The American influence is apparent, for the main city, Naha resembled@ an American
city of 250,000. The whole island has on ly 750,000 peonle. There are many US
bases yet, of the Air Force, Army and Marines; but did not see any Navy of sail-
ors. The United States investment is apparent everyvhere, for the buildings are
now cement and bricks, instead of their original vood and paper. As earthquakes
are common, fire used to be a big hazard, and cities and temples were repeatedly
destroyed, and rebuilt. “

In spite of returning to Japan, they still drive on the right in Okinawa, although
cars are about evenly divided in right and left-hand drive. As soil is limited,

it is highly utilized, with tiny gardens everywhere; and for decoration miniature
trees and shrubs are populat, although ve did not seed any flowers to speak of,
Cherry blossom time brings the on'y profuse exhibit of blossoms and flowersil and
it is a high event of the year. We were too early for them, by about a month.
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Today is _Tuesday #1, and tomorrow Tuesdag #2..,both larch 25, I never underctond
how ¥he International Date Line worked, but did Know that somehvere in the Pa-
cific it existed, and ithas a different day on one side of it from the other side.
Last year on a round trip to the Orient we midsed a day going (like it skipned
from Tuesday to Ihdnaédy), then on the return ve had two Tuesdays. Likewise on
the way east we kept setting the clocks back, th us having 25-hour days, and on
the way home kept setting them forward, having 23-hour days.

This trip, ever since leaving New York, we have been setting clocks forward, and
having many 23-hour days, until now we have gained 18 hours...or where it is 1:00
o'clock noon in Fort WOI‘%h, it is 7:00 the next morning here. Obviously, if we
kept on this way, we would get home a day later than they would be at home...
hence the International Date Line. By means of the extra Tuesday, instead of be-
ing 18 hours ahead, subtract the 18 from 24 hours in the day, and we will be xix
hours later than Fort Worth. So we will have six more 23-hour days on the way
home., ,

The center of the earth as far as time is concerned, is Greenwich, England; and
this has survived since the time Brittanica ruled the waves. A line exactly op=-
posite this was needed somewhere, so the International Date Line was established
in the Pacific, west of Hawaii.

As far as the ship is concerned, they would have made a great saving by sailing
west instead of east. Our trip is 88 days, including the two Tuesdaysj but by
going west, the same trip would have been 86 days, thus 8aving them two days of
groceries, supplies and entertainment. The oil consumption would have been the
same, though, as the mileage would be duplicated.

It has been rather miserable, since leaving Japan. The stabilizers keep it from
rolling from side to side to a great extent, but we have encountered long swekls
which makes the bow go way down, then up. One night ve couldn't sleepn for the
pitehing, and quite a few were seasick. It's a weak sunshiny day out now, but
chilly, and have had to give up my 16 rounds of the deck for the time being, as
it is {:oo unpleasant lurching around. Likewise, they have eliminaé®d some of th e
entertainment, which makes it rather dull around here.

We went to a classical coneert last night, where a newv singer gave forth with
some obscure German and Italian songs. The sole redeeming feature, was when the
accompanist, a nice-looking blond girl, would be moved away from l:he piano by

a roll of the ship. The piano was, of course, anchored, but her stool would scoot
backwards, and she had to fight to meke her’ arms longer. But tired af this, and
left early. A couple of dancing programs had been cancelled. In addition, they
saved a couple ¢ the worsé movies to show now.

A drunk sidled up to the bar and wanted another drink; the bartemder fefused,
saying "you're already blind drunk." The drunk, hovever, wastkhirsty, and said,
2I'm not blind drunk. To prove it, look at thal: one-eyed cat coming in the door."
The bartender said, "That dat's going out the door."

We had an act a while back that was the hit of the ship...a clog dance, where the
fellow did a sort of tap dance on a little table vith wooden shoes; and it was
wonderful. :

There have been several good movies, and don't know why ve haven't seenthem at
home. One was "Mixed Company" with Barbara Harris, and it was hilarious., Another
good show was put o n bytthe Indonesian boys of the crew, called a "Malam Indo-
nesian Show." They were exceptionally good, and included a Malay wedding ceremony.
Three of the boys impersonated girls, and } don't imagine they'll ever live it
down. One was so nervous, he was shaking all thru the show, but the other two -ere
excellent, and did a couple of marvelous native dances. I started out the cruise
lg;hinking the boys were from Pakistan, but they're not...as Indonesia is far from
akistan, and ahother race, rather 1ike Polynesians.
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Our first real taste of Japan was at Kagoshima, vhere we spent too few hours. Ve
were met at the pier by a 12-member girl band, who did very wvell, nlaying American
tunes. Felt sorry for them, for it was chilly wvhen we came in, and they had a
hard time playing with their legs clinched together. The same band saw us off.

It was a beautiful cool, clear day as we steamed into the harbor, excent for a
mountain mist. They have a beautiful mountain, or volecano there, M t. Aso, the
largest active volcano in the world, and it was spectacular in the morning see-
ing the cloud of smoke wreathing fro m the summit. The last eruption vas in
191M, which changed the island £o a peninsula, linking it to the much larger is-
land of Kyushu.

It was told us, that because of the smoke and ashes from the volcano, occupants
of the peninsula wear yellow construction helmets at all times, and even the
school kids consider it a status symbol. .

Most of o ur time there was spent in Iso Park, beautiful with gardens, temples,
shrines, and spectacular scenery. Ponds had swans swimming, and a large natural
appearing area was covered with net to keep in many peacucks and other birds.
There was a gort finicular up a steep hill, and more gardens and Japanese type
bridges were fashioned on top of the hill. From there was a spectacular view of
Kagoshima, Mt. Aso and the busy bay, with ferries going back and forth on their
business.

It was the first visit of a Hedland-America ship, so they had to give us a proper
welcome with a speech from the mayor and president of the chamber of commerce,
and several beautifully attired kimona-clad girls. The captain replied with a
speech in Japanese, which caused gales off discreet laughter. Each of us vas
given a little Japanese doll, but that was shut off when it wvas discovered sev-
eral of the tourists wvere dohbbling back to get tvo and three of them. They also
gave us beautiful plas¢ié leisj so, no doubt, they could tell us from the natives.

As a rule, architecture in Japan is uninspired. Much of it was destroyed in bomb -
ing during the war, and they rebuilt hurriedly vwith vhat material they had, and
with whet they could afford. Occasionally there are oriental ruffled tile roofs,
but most buildings could feel at home in Enid, Oklahoma.

It must be the law in Japan to have mirrors on fenders, for all cars seem to have
them, far forward, and slightly curved, to give a wide angle viev. It's a good
idea, and should be adopted in the States. They drive on the left, vhich ve are
well used to now. Many'filling stations have their pumps on the ceiling, wvith
hoses dangling like dead octopus tenacles. Noticed in one filling station, on

a drizzly day, attendants coming out and sloshed warm water on the windshiegd

and back window, then brushed with long-handled brushes.

Anchored next to the Rotterdam was a huge ferry, disgorging cars and trucks com-
ing from Tokyo. The trip takes some 30 hours, so the ferry has quite a few
staterooms for the stay overnight. It looked like a regular ship, except for

two huge ramps on each side, fore and aft, that were let down by cables, allow-
ing traffic on or off the dock. They were self-sufficient, needing no shore in-
stallation. Another large ferry, a twin of the one nearby, was anchored lifeless
out dn the harbor...no doubt awaiting a busier tourist season. They were white,
except for a gigantic red sun reaching through several decks, then wriggly red
lines representing sun rays. Probably the signature of the ferry line. .

Japan, a country of some 108,000,000, is more prosperous than any other country
we visited, and will no doub% be remembered as chiefly consisting of undnding
miles of factories and smokestacks. The open country we sav was tucked in be-
tween plants and homes, a carefully preserved like a home shrine, or a nrecious
ag en. Jigan consists’of 4,300 islands, all volcanic, vith only 600 of them in-
ablted. Arter cruising thru the inland sea, I vould venture Eo guess there are
more than 4,300, for we saw hundreds...some only a few feet vide.
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As sort of a half-ignored visit, we had Miyajima on our schedule all along, but
noone apparently had been there before from the ship, so many stayed on the ship
rather than take a 25-minute tender ride. But they made a mistake, for we found
one of the most delightful nooks of Japan. We had looked it up and found it only
an hour or se away from Hiroshima, which would have been a most interesting ex-
cursion, but our four hours' stay precluded such a side trip.

Not only was the island delightful and temple gardens picturesque, but we fqund
one of the slickest commercialization projects I have ever seen. ﬁhen wve stevned
off the tender, there seemed to be but one way to go, with barricades gently
herding us in one direction, and civilization seeming to be in that way, ve
went up a little tastefully decorated street, and one of the first business es-
tablishment was a tastefully decorated bank, which cheerfully changed our old
American dollars into yen, knocking off jus% a bit for inflation and a finders
fee.

Then there was an endless arcade of tourists' shaps, all beautifully enticing,
and each just a bit different from its fellows, awakening hope in our breasés
that we wo uld find the ultimate treasure within, some great find whose value
was stupidly overlooked by the shopkeeper. There vas one little restaurant, vith
a tiny fish pond stocked with big gold fish, right out on the sidewalk, and a
miniature tree or two giving it realism. I wondered what the hippies and winos
would do to something like that at home.

But after running the gauntlet of shops, we came upon a besutifully colorful
shrine out in the water about half a block, and framed in countless pictures by
a pair of picturesque stone lanteras. It's hard to describe the beautiful gar=-
dens, ponds wandering around; the enormous rambling collection of shrines linked
tOge%her with boardwalks and upward curved bridges. The shrines have great sig-
nificance to the Japanese, but to us crass westerners they are just things of
beauty and something to photograph endlessly.

There was a finicular up a small mountain in the background, but we had museingiy
wasted so much time in the shops and gardens of the shrine, time was running
short, and we had to cateh the tender back to the ship. As it was anchored in

the midst of an enormous bay, the going and coming was very smooth. One of the
attractions were herds of fat, tame deer, said to be sacred. Ve pet them just
like dogs, and one or two turned out to be real hams when photographed. One kept
wanting to lick my camera, and I had to progress backward rapidly to get him in.
The biggest collection of deer congregated around a booth selling some sort of
deer food. They were broke, of course, but seemed to find plenty of charitable
pigeons in our crowd.

That afternoon, on the way to Kobe, progressed thru the Inland Sea, and it was
one of the most beautiful sights imaginable, similar to all the islands betv een
Seattle and Vancouver. Islands of every size imaginable, from tiny specks, to
ones several miles square, complete with cities and smokestacks. Many wvere ter-
raced right up to the peaks of their hills. The only kind we didn't see were flat
ones. Almost all of Japan is typified by the expression tortured landscape, as it
is volcanic, and very little is flat.

As I was photographing a large group of unifo rmed teenagers, both boys and girls
they were lau§hing vwholeheartedly, and I thought what a cheerful bunch they vere,
when I found I had taken a couple of shots with the lens cover on. Probably made
their day. Ano ther thing striking was a number of shops featured fish gift
packed, sort of wrapped like a Christmas present. Some had assortments from tiny
minnows to fish eight or ten inches long...smoked I presume.

Another thing they do in Japan, is restaurants display on glass shelves in their
¥indowsiiplastic replicas of their dishes offered within, vith prices displayed.

e re ca, e almost works of art, so realistic, The ' =
ere “Bion §5.5§ Slpest 2 s éppetizingsgegl. he prices wvere very reason
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It's been rather a boring stretch between Yokohama and Honolulu, as the weather
has kept us off the decks, and the pitching and tossing eliminated much of the

entertainment. Personally, I think it would have been funnier to have had danc-
ing acts with the ship rolling.

We had a masquerade party late one night, with passengers dressing with imagina-
tion and zest. Martha put some thought and work into a "little girl" costume,
and came out with a bottle of champagne as prize. A group of younger girls went
as characters out of 0z, and others with weird and zany imaginations. Gisele
MacKenzie and her new husband went as bride and groom, with Roman togas made of
ship's bedspreads.

One afternoon they held a vhite elephant sale, and came up v ith more junk than
they had bargained for. Passengers overbought gifts and souvenirs during the trip
and took this opportunity to unload them, through an auction, onto other nass-
engers. 1 stayed through most of it, and they were still going weakly at dinner
time. Sean Meany, the cruise director, was about pooped, and was showing his age.
It must be hadd %o gt up and improvise good humor and jokes off the cuff for

some three hours.

Incidentally, Sean (pronounced "Shawn") is the best cruise director and master

of ceremonies we've seen on these cruises. He has a ready wit for any circumstance
and theknack of drawing the audience to him. If there are any goofups, which
would throw many performers into atizzy, he capitalizes on th em, and one of his
favorite expressions is "I wouldn't 1ik€ to you." Thus, you expect him to lie,

and he does freguently...but you expect it,_and like i%.

We have a large flock of sea gulls following the ship, many since Yokohama, and
their number seems to increase...probably to 100 now. It's fascinating to watch
as they dip and glide over the water, never seeming to flap their wings, and so
effortlessly keeping up with the ship. They endlessly keep a few inches off the
vater, looking for fish...but I imagine the reason we inherited them ¥ds the
trash we throw overboard.

One of the peculiar circumstances of ship life, is the fact you know someone is
on the ship, but you never see them. We run across a gal occasionally, vperhaps
once a week, and don't know where she has been. Separate sittings at meals is

one of the reasons, I presume, but there's all the hours on deck and in the pub-
lic rooms you never seem to meet. Others you see endlessly, perhans a dozen tirves
a day. And then there's the third category, someone you see at a gathering, and
you could swear you've never set eyes on them before. How did they get on the
ship way back there, and you missed them? From experience, it'll be that way on

the day we leave the ship. Perhaps they lack characteristics that make you re-
member them.

A neighbor had a birthday yesterday, and the day before...on the two Tuesdays.
That'll make a conversation piece the rest of his 1ife. But the ship was narrow
minded and furnished only o ne birthday cake.

We've gotten used to having n o porthole, but wish the ship would furnish a neri-
scope. There's no sense of time in these inner cabins...it could be high noon or
three in the morning in the utter darkness when you turn out the light.

The ship's full of fat doctors who smoke, and several I've met are fine fellows.
But one little fellow, who calls himself a doctor, must have one of those $25
mall order diplomas. He fancies himself an egghead, and though I'm about as far
from being a prig as you can imagine (I do put on a clean shirt and tie occasion=-
ally) he shows up at social events wearing a sweatshirt and tennls shoes. Perhaps
he's masquerading as a character.
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One of my first acts on boarding the ship was to reques% a trio to the engine
room, and here, 69 days later, they grant it. It was surorisingly spacious and
clean, trimmed in white and light green paint, Most of it was noisy, like a
pressroom, but air vented from outside kept it reasonable cool.

The engine room has several functions besides propelling the ship. For nnei there'!
heating the ship. This is probably minor, for ships usually stick to the milder
climes for cruises. This can be done, though, by bleeding off steam from one of
several boilers and circulating it through tﬁe ship.

For air-conditionfng there are four boilers, which circulate freon, and this in
turn cool s water, which is piped to cabins and public rooms. The air condition-
ing is very good on this ship, and cabin thermostats give a wide and prompt range
of comfort.

Generating power for lights and other functions requires four big generators,
run by steam turbines. Two or three are usually sufficient to do the job, leav-
ing one or two as back-ups.

Distilling drinking water is also done by boilers, vhich heat sea water, draw

off the steam, and this is good drinking water. The ship's plant is capable of
distilling 60,000 gallons per day, which peak they rarely need to reach. It costs
more than buying water in many cases, but it simplifies a voyage if a ship does
not have to take on water. On one or two cruises, we ran short of ywater and had
to take it easy on its use until we hit a port with good water. It's no hardship
«..they usually just shut it off at night, from 10:00 until 6:00. The pools, show-
ers and toilets use salt water.

Waste disposal is an important function, and toilets are flushed by air nressure.
The waste goes into a small tank and is discharged under water, pumped by hi gh
air pressure, while at sea. At a dock, or near land, the waste goes intb storare
in a large tank...and then is discharged while far at sea., Occasionally, vhen
the ship is unable to discharge this for long periods, they bring up a %ank car
and it's taken off that way.

There are four gigantic boilers to propel the ship. They burn oil at the rate of
half a ton a mile, and generate steam. This s¢eam, in turn, peveoives the propel-
lers via a steam %urbine. Usually only three boiiers are used, with one standing
by. They can run on two, but probably not full speed. The ship has two propellers,
tuming couter to each oiher, with propeller shafts some 30 inches in diameter.

It can limp along at
around 20,5 nautical
cruising speed gulps

Surprisingly few men
matic nowdays. Those
records, do repairs,
ending chore.

Thepe is no sense of

above decks.

less than half speed
miles per hour, with
oil at a great rate,

are needed in engine
in attendance are on
and clean the floors

with one prop. Full speed usually is
top speed something like 22.,5. Above
though, so is avoided.

rooms, as almost all functions are auto-
hand %o watch dials, keep performance
and machinery--a constant and never-

being underwater in the engine room..:you could be in a
generating plant ashore somewhere. Probably there is less piteh down there than

Another side function in the engine room is the stabilizers. All you see below
are a couple of long shafts, parallel to each other, with a large lever turnine

one that is not round but hex shaped. They are governed by a gyro

hidden in a

case no bigger than a talle top; this senses a roll coming, and s%art; the coun-
ter action of the stabilizers, vhich are opposed to each other, sticking out the
side of the ship some 15 feet. They act like alerbns on an airplane, except their
whole surface rotates. Their entire actidn is automatic, and the only thing an
operator has to do is turn them off and on.
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Japan is a fascinating country, and in no other place, perhaps, does the modern
exist compatibtd¥gxeky and in harmony with the very ancient, and the Japanese neo-
ple see no discrépancy in this. Modern glassed-in skyscrapers and western-style
buildings share the same block, sometimes, with old Buddha temples and Shinto
shrines.

The majority of Japanese are Shintos, an offshoot of Buddhism. Where Buddha was
solely preoccupied with death and af;;erlife, and regeneration of 1ife; Shintos
gradually altered their belief to diametrically opposite...they believe only in
this life, and reject death, Good fortune, wealth, sex, h appiness, and anything
that will promote & better time thru this life...they are for, and have various
geds in charge of different departments of earthly enjoyment. It is only in death,
or the approach of death, that Shintos give thought to Buddhism, and they see no
diserepancy in this. So a great many Japanese are both Buddhists and Shintos.

It was told us that with such an earthy religion as Shintoism; Christianity with |
its emphasis on heaven and life after death, down-playing earthly life; didn't |
have much success in Japan. There are a few Christian churches, but a very small
percentage of Japanese belong to them.

Japan has wholeheartedly adopted western dress, with the uniform of theday being
a dark suit, raincoat and briefcase for the men, Women wear tailored suits, with
skirt below the knee; or western style slacks. We asked a guide how to tell the
difference between Chinese and Japanese...she sald the Japanese is the one vith
the camera. The Japanese are in a hurry and impatient, usually a real nervous
character; while the Chinese has a more placid nature, and is more inclined to
take things easy.

There's very little countryside in Japan...they're growing people now instead of
rice. The cities are gowing together with just the width of a street separatine
them in many cases. While there is terrible traffic, particularly during rush
hours, the vast majority go to and from work on efficient trains, For instance,
Osaka has over one million people daily coming in to work from "bedroom towns,"
while Tokyo has three million. The railroads employ college boys during rush
hours as_"pushers,“ and after all the people are jammed into railroad cars that
can get in, the pushers get behind and push more in. They say if they were polite
like the New York subway, not near as many could be carried. So they just stand
like vertical sardines, and don't even have room to read.

I got on a 20-minute ride from Tokyo to Yokohama, about nine at night, and it

was about like that. I had purchased a '"green" ticket, which is first class, and
stood where the sign said "green cars stop here," but found after entering that
it was not first class, and people were really packed in. You didn't have to wor-
ry about bracing yourself...just relax and give with the crowd. They say there is
little pickpocketing, asthe thieves couldn't get away. I don't know how one would
get off one of those tra:l.nshif a great many people didn't get off at your stop.

There's no courtesy, as little kids sit on ts wh -
oL SRl L l’lp. seats while old ladies clutching pack

The cities are enormous, with Kobe some one million, Yokohama three million and
gokyo eleven million, earth's largest. There aren't’many apartment houses, as the
apanese prefer individual houses, and they cram many into one bloek. You see
occaslonal little garden plots in vacant lots and sometimes by houses. There are
very few flowers, and ve were told the Japanese don't care for them...their tem-
porary life reminds them of death; so they prefer trees, hedges and rocks that
have long life. We've been told there is no vacant land in Japan, but that's not
Eﬁgeioig 1;g§§aﬁ;e§:§%§ ci:ult%vated,luntil you:ve seen China. There are many vac-
A ging to people who don't want to
oovered with junk, just like at home. R ik
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Kobe is one of the busiest harbors ve've ever seen, with dozens of shps laying
out in the harbor, waiting to be loaded or urbaded, I presume. From our ship you
colild see giant tankers being built half a mile away, with two on the ways. Last
year they had more tham that...perhaps they're reaching saturation at last. It
seems to be a status symbol of harbors to have a tall tower, similar to the one
at Six Flags, with an observation platform and sometimes a restaurant on top.
And a tall television tower. And each city is seemingly entitled to at least one
revolving restaurant on top of a modern hotel.

The Japanese are busily building overhead freeways, just like ours, with metal
guardrails...but their signs are in Japanese and English., They have quite a few
completed, but you can see more a'building. There are many smokestakks on fac-
tories, but they don't belch smoke anymore. Polution was getting to be such a
problem, people were sickening and plants and trees were refusing to grow, so
they have put a 1limit on polution, with the result factories are closing or mov-
ing away. Those that can comply with the new stringent regulations still have the
smokestacks, but apparently don't use them.

As in the States, thousands of roofs are sprouting color television antennas.

As land is so precious and expensive, a small lot can cost $14 to $15,000, and

a 6x6 foot plot, 36 square feet, costs at least $1000. So they must of necessity
keep houses small. A nice, good-sized house can easily cost $100,000,

Gasoline is now about $1.40 per gallon, and as inflation is much worse here than
in the States, is going up steadily. Inflation in 1974 was 27%, but has slowed
somewhat this year. As Japan has no natural resources, she is at the mercy of
suppliers. She gets soybeans from Ohlo and Texas, makes into soysauce (bug juice),
and ships back to the States in bottles. Fish is imported from Candda and Alaska,
as waters near Japan are either fished out or are poluted. Imported beef from
Australia and New Zealand costs $17 to $20 per pound retail, and a dinner out in
a fancy restaurant, with Kobe beef, can cost from $20 to Bd per person.

But the few meals we've eaten in Japanese restaurants were both delicious and
reasonable...from $1.50 to §4%.00 per person for all ve wanted to eat. The average
white collar worker in Japan earns some $10,000 per year, and laborers about {}1.25
per ho ur. Women are decreed equal under the law, but in reality are far from it.
They have yet to completely overcome centuries of servility. They are strictly
limiting families now to one or two children, mainly because they can't afford
more, and because the government is strongly pushing birth control. Their homes
contain little furniture, asthey sit on the floor to eat of f small tables, then
perhaps throw a mat and sleep in the same space. Instead of decorative furnitnre,
they have paintings or decorative walls they admire.

Most men are paid monthly, and give it all to their wives, who must manage the
funds and make-do with them, however much it is. Couples don't go out together,
but the men go with other men, and women with women. If you make friends with a
Japanese man, for instance, when you visit his home you visit him, and his vife
usually absents herself, A% meals you would eat with him, and she'd eat elsewhere.

Ehey don't usually eat together anyway, in the semi-formal meals westerners ore-
er.

Geishas are becoming rare, as they vere trained from the age of eight, and now=-
adays girls can earn much more money doing other things wvithout the long train-
ing. If you can finé one, the fee is solme 400 for a party; and they sing, dance
and make intelligent conversation only...no hanky panky. Way back vhen a Japanese
girl married, she'd shave her eyebrows and blacken her teeth presumably to make

her less attractive to other men. In my opinion that's probagly what started the
geisha system.

One of the reasons the women dropped the kimona (don't take that ﬁ;ongl) %f&'ﬁ‘s
expense, They can cost hundreds of dollars, and nowadays are rented for veddlips
and rarely worn...our guide said few girls know how to wear them anymore.



Sunrise 5.44 a.m,

Sunset 5.53 p.m.
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Friday’s
program

Celestial bodies not only brighten the night sky, they lend
their names to days of the week. According to ancient
astrological beliefs, each hour was ruled by the sun, the
moon or by one of the other planets.

Astrology has it that the planet Venus named after the god
of love exerted gentle influence over the first hour of
Friday. Ancient Scandinavians, Anglo-Saxons and Germans
all named this day after a goddess allied to the divine Venus.
The Anglo-Saxon goddess was Odin’s wife, Frigga: Friday.

RELIGIOUS SERVICES
Jewish Service at 6.00 p.m.
Catholic Mass at 8.30 a.m.

SHORE EXCURSION NOTICE

The American Express Shore Excursion Office will be
closed during the ship’s stay in Yokohama.

The following tours will depart from the pierside:

8.00 a.m. - Tour 88 - Tokyo—Imperial City

8.00 a.m. - Tour 89 - Hakone Park and Mount Fuji

MEAL HOURS

Breakfast: 7.00 to 9.00 a.m.

Lido Breakfast: 7.00 to 10.30 a.m.
Luncheon: 1.00 to 2.00 p.m. (open sitting).
Lido Luncheon: 1.00 to 2.30 p.m.

Dinner at regular hours and sittings.

EXCHANGE FACILITIES

The Bank of Tokyo in the International Passenger
Terminal Building will be open today from 9.00 a.m.
to 5.00 p.m,

POSTAGE STAMPS
Postage stamps will be available in the Library from
9.00 till 11.00 a.m. and from 3.00 till 5.00 p.m.

VERY IMPORTANT

All passengers are urgently requested to turn in their
] h ission To Land In Transit
For Sightseeing) to the Front Office before departure
time.

Ship can not sail unless all passes are returned to the
Proper Immigration Authorities, Your ion will
be appreciated.

GAY BEACHES AND BUDDHA

One half hour from Yokohama is the resort city of
Kamakura, noted for the mildness of its climate, white
sandy beaches and the famous Daibutsu or Great
Buddha, the most impressive bronze image of its kind
in the world. This majestic and sacred image of Amida
Buddha, the favorite Japanese divinity, is 42 feet high
and weighs 92 tons. This serene figure has sat with legs
crossed and hands touching in a Buddhist sign of stead-
fast faith for 700 years, unscarred by tidal waves which
destroyed and washed away in succession, three wood-
en halls erected to house it. You can climb inside the
figure to shoulder level. Near the Daibutsu, the Hase-
dera Temple contains a 30-foot gilt'image of Kwannon,
the Buddhist goddess of Mercy and enshrined in
Ennroji Temple, is the frightening image of Emma, lord
of the Buddhist hell. Visit Tsurugaoka Hachimangu,
one of Kamakura's most celebrated shrines. You walk
down a long stately avenue shaded with pine and cherry
trees, under a masive stone torii, 32 feet high, to enter
the shrine,

CHAMPAGNE DRAWING
Yesterday's lucky number was 212177,
Congratulations to Mr. Louis Winer.

SOMETHING ABOUT YOKOHAMA

The fifth largest city of Japan and chief port of entry
for eastbound shipping, Yokohama lies twenty miles
southwest of Tokyo on the west side of Tokyo Bay.
More than any other city in Japan, it owes its rise and
progress to foreign trade and occidental influences.
A little more than one hundred years ago it was a
sleepy fishing hamlet of 350 people. Despite one of the
most disastrous earthquakes in history which destroyed
95 percent of the city in 1923, and the recent Allied
bombings of World War II, Yokohama today has a
population of over one million, handles 23 percent of
the nation’s total foreign trade and is the center of an
industrial belt of dockyards, steel mills and heavy
industry plants.

CRUISE HIGHLIGHTS

7.00 a.m. Esjoy early morning coffee, juice and rolls.
Lido.

3.00 p.m. Flower arrangements demonstration by
Miss Alice Wong. Lounge.

3.30 p.m. Japanese folk dance show by Yokohama
International Welcome Association in the
Lounge.

5.45 and 7.30 p.m. Cocktail music in the Ambassador
and the Lounge. The Lido Bar is also open
until 8.15 p.m. for cocktails.

6.00 p.m. Ship sails for Honolulu.

8.00 p.m. Music for your dancing and listening plea-
sure by the Bonafides Quartet. Lounge.

8.00 and \ MOVIE! "The Abdication”.

10.00 p.m Historical drama, starring Peter

(@3%) Finch and Liv Ullmann (103
mins., rated PG), Theater.

9.30 p.am. The Ambassador is now open with music
provided by the Gli Amici Trio.

9.30 p.m. Swing and sway with the jet set to the big
sound of Terry James and his Orchestra in
the Ritz Carlton,

9.45 p.m. Duplicate Bridge players will compete for
Double Master Points. Club Room.

11.00 p.m. to 12.30 a.m. Have a late snack in the Lido.

12.00 Al Foster awaits the flocking of

midnight the Night Owls in their nest in

the Tropic Bar.

Holland America Cruises
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Japan is some 70% mountains and hills, which leaves little land for cultivation
and housghg. They are slowly building more on the side of hil%s, hut.the Aiffi-
cul ty of putting in roads to service relatively few peonle 1s.holdlq9 back
the settlement. Also, the frequency of earthquakes, would, I think, discourage
such courage.

Japanese have taeken avidly to golf, but the game consumes so much valuable land,
courses are scarce and expensive. ﬁrivate clubs cadst some $3000 per year for mem-
bership, and public clubs are few. If a person desires to play over a weekend, he
must geé up at 2:00 in the morning, stand in line for hours, and play a limited
amount when it is his turn. A scene not witnessed anyvhere else ve've been, is
of gigantic wire or rope mesh cages, sometimes encompassing a city block or more,
which are golf driving ranges. The tees are arranged in a semi-circle, and num-
ber, as a guess, from 50 to 100, sometimes on two levels. You see these cages
arising incongruously amidst factories and houses in most Japanese cities.

After hearing for years of Japan's great hunger for lumber, we alwaysthohght she
had no lumber of her own. But most hills are covered with pine and other thees;
presume there are mamg restrictions on using this lumber. We heard the U.S. bomb-
ing during the war ruined a large part of Japan's fofests, and they have never
been the same since. Quite a bit of bamboo is growing, which comes up quickly.

We were told bamboo is not really a tree...it is a member of the asparagus fam-
ily. 1 sometimes wonder who makes these odd definitions. To me, if something
looks like a tree, smells like a tree, and feels like a tree when you kick it...
it sure enough is a tree.

Bamboo in the States is little utilized, except as fishing poles, énd even there
it has been replaced in great part by plastic. But in Oriental countries it has
unending utility as furniture, scaffolding, fences, tree props, decorations and

a host of other uses. We saw several bamboo fences that vere a work of art. Japan
does not seem to use it as scaffolding; but perhaps they do back in the more orim-
itive regions. Most temples and statues are made of cypress, vhich is easy to
work, and lasts for centuries without maintenance.

One of the most interesting places in Japan to visit is Kyoto, not far from Kobe
where the ship stayed just ten hours. It's a city some 1,200 years old, and is
well planned, laid out in a checkerboard fashion...not like most cities that fol-
low winding cowpaths to lay out streets. There are some 1,600 shrines and temnles
there, and they boggle the mind with the thoughts of all the lifetimes of labor
that went into their construction and artwork. Lots have fallen on hard times,
and are not open to the public.

Japanese religion has no formal services as we know them...you just come indiv-
idually when you went. The busy Japanese have found other activities in late
years, so do not support the shiines and temples as formerly. This has put them
in a financial bind, and has forced the priests to seek outside employment as
tegchers or workers in order to survive. Lots of temples have found relief by op-
ening their doors to tourists and getting a steady income from admissions, sales
of trinkets and donations. You can imagine how soul-wrenching it must be to have
a steady stream of foreigners parading through snapping pictures of the holy of
holies...but guess that is the lesser of two evils.

One enormous hall has 1,001 statues of Boddéka Kwannon, and she must have b een

quite a doll...with six arms. Each statud is lifesize, and all are slightly dif-

ferent6 being carved by some 70 sculptors over a period of 100 years. Another

memorable visit was to an ancient palace, with innumferable bare rooms, except

ggi :2;%npaingsgﬁs and ar%wgrk. One of the kings, or 8hoguns, had 10,000 servants,
5 an ey competed to become his mistress., T ) in K

a shggun goz ?ome;ick for snov in July, so ordered therggogigtggrmgﬁgtségw ggtg,

nearby mountain. ey took millions of pieces of 1i - Is

the mountain, giving the illusion of snow. REERCEE LS LT



Sunrise: 7.36 a.m.

Sunset: 7.35 p.m.
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Wednesday'’s
program

Celestial bodies not only brighten the night sky, they lend
their names to days of the week. According to ancient
astrological beliefs, each hour was ruled by the sun, the
moon or by one of the other planets.

Woden is the Anglo-Saxon name for Mercury. This planet,
closest to the sun, was thought to rule the first hour of the
week’s fourth day. From this came the old English word
Wodnes daeg — Wednesday to us.

RELIGIOUS SERVICES in the Theater.
Catholic Mass at 9.30 a.m.
Tenebrae Service at 5.00 p.m.
¢ with Rev. G. Walker.
SHORE EXCURSION NOTICE
The American Express Shore Excursion Office will be

open today from 9.30 to 11.30 a.m. and from 2.30 to
4.30 p.m.

MEAL HOURS
All meals at regular hours and sittings.

IMPORTANT — FROM THE CAPTAIN

Due to late arrival in Honolulu—Thursday evening
10.00 p.m.—caused by adverse weather and sea condi-
tions since Yokohama—attempts will now be made to
extend our stay in Honolulu until Friday midnight.
Definite sailing time from Honolulu will be duely
announced after contacting our agents.

FROM THE CAPTAIN

Re the health situation of our Brazilian passengers who
were hospitalized in Yokohama, we received the follow-
ing telegram: Quote Faria operated acute appendicitis
march 22 takes another three weeks travel fit stop
Maia heart-attack now under quiet rest takes four
weeks to rescover signed Japackline Unquote.

SPECIAL AMERICAN EXPRESS NOTICE

We regret that we must cancel tour 92A "Hawaiian
Dinner Show". Those passengers holding tickets kindly
come into the American Express Office after departure
from Honolulu for your refund.

DUPLICATE WINNERS
Mr, & Mrs, Arthur Ryland, N.S.
Mrs, Lorraine Smith & Mr. Walter Loewenstern, E-W.

CHAMPAGNE DRAWING
Yesterday's lucky number was 188775,
Congratulations to Mr, John Lord.

CRUISE HIGHLIGHTS

7.00 to 9.00 a.m. Enjoy early coffee, juice and rolls in
the Lido.

8.00 a.m. Yoga: Helps you to relax. Sky Room, Bridge
deck, With Mrs. Suzie Adam. Please bring
a towel,

9.00 a.m. The Sports decks are open.

9.00 a.m. Golf nets are open all day for a practice
session. Prom. deck.

9.30 to 10.30 a.m. Trapshooting on Prom. deck aft

(weather permitting).

10.00 a.m. Morni ises with the Th Four
will take place on Prom. deck, starboard
side (near the Ping-Pong tables).

10.00 a.m. French class - "Ici Paris” with Andre Ma-
melle. Smoking Room.

10.00 a.m. North Pacific Grand Slam Shuffleboard

ournament continues on Sun deck.

10.15 a.m. Firedrill for crew only.

10.30 a.m. Novice duplicate bridge game - all are wel-
come. Club Room.

11.00 a.m. Hostess corner. Meet Eloise. She may have
the answers you are looking for. Club Room.

11.00 a.m. What to do in Honolulu. Lecture by Mr.

James Arthur Lyons. Theater,
12.15 p.m. The voice from the bridge.
12.30 p.m. Bob Hull plays your requests in the Lido.

2.00 p.m. NRTA-AARP members meet in the Ritz
Carlton.

2.30 p.m. \ MOVIE! "Tall Blonde Man

== With One Black Shoe”. Comedy,

(@3%) starring Pierre Richard and

=2 Mireille Darc (95 minutes, rated
PG). Theater.

230 p.m. Duplicate bridge game. Club Room.

2.30 p.m. Meet your art instructor Mr. Richard Demp-
sey in the Lounge, starboard side. Bring
your pads and pencils,

3.00 p.m. North Pacific Gin Rummy Tournament
continues. Lido Café, starboard side.

3.00 p.m. Handcraft class with Grace Lumsden - Rice
note paper. Lido Café, port side.

3.30 p.m. Enjoy afternoon tea in the Lounge.

4.00 p.m. Book review. Jeanette Greenspan reviews
"Hawaii” by James Michener, Part 1. Smo-

king Room.

5.45 and 7.30 p.m. Cocktail music in the Ambassador
and the Lounge.

8.00 p.m. Dancing in the Lounge to the music of the
Bonafides Quartet.

8.15 and 10.00 p.m. Showtime, Starring the Thompson
Four with their own magnificent revue. 40
minutes of songs and dances staged by Gino
Thompson and songs to remember with song
stylist Pauline Johnson. Lounge.

9.30 p.m. Swing and sway in the Ritz Carlton to the
music of the Bonafides Quartet.

930 p.m. The Ambassador is now open with music
provided by the Gli Amici Trio.

11.00 p.m. to 12.30 a.m. Have a late snack in the Lido.

12.00 The Night Owls swing along

midnight with Al Foster in the Tropic
Bar.

There will be NGE IN TIME tonight!
Holland America Cruises
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Japan has had a continuous line of emperors for 16Q0 years, to the present day.
He's merely a figurehead now, but seems to be a necessary and respected part of
government. I n one of the old palaces in Kyoto we had to remove our shoes, and
as 1t was a chilly, dreary day, the floor was cold. But this palace had squeek-
ing floors, called "nightingale floors," which were boards loosely held down by
nails in some manner, so walking over them gave a birdcall effect. Ve vere told
this was a warning system to tell of intruders. It was very effective, for you
couldn't step on a board without a telltell effect.

Kyoto has some wide, beautiful boulevards, usually foreign to Japanese cities.
But houses and buildings were cleared during the war to make firebreaks in event
of bombing. Kyoto was spared all but sporadic bombing. They tell a story, that
their city was chosen as one of the first to be bombed by the atomic bomb, by
Truman. But a scientist who had helped develop the Bomb, had been many times to
Kyoto and loved it as one of the shrines of Japan, prevailed on Truman to sub-
stitute Hiroshima instead, and that happened.

A few o0ld street cars are still running in Kyoto, the only ones we saw in Japan
(but we did not see many cities). Many corners were manned (?) by dummy police-
men. I haven't figured that one o ut yet. Perhaps they warned of children on
the way to school. And some corners had traffic watchtowers some 20 feet in the
air, sort of suspended out over the traffic. Probably a policeman could ratch
and control the signals from them.

Traffic is heavy, and jams are unbelievable during rush hours. You never see any-
thing as bad in the States. Of course 99% of the cars are Japanese, but a partic-
ular status symbol is a Mercedes limousine. There are a few English cars, and a
sprinkling of VW's. Ve were amused by some of the names on Japanese cars...never
seen in the States: Bluebird, Violet, Prince, Cedric, Sk¥kine, Liteace, Deluxe
Cherry, Gloria, Galant, Crown, Leone, Laurel, Sunny, Canter, ete.

Another thing peculiarly Japanese, is the presence on tourist buses of a "bsck-
up" girl. An attractive little girl, who never says anything, rides on a jump
seat at the front. At stops where the driver must backup, she jumps out and blows
a whistle continuously while watching his progress. When she stops blowing, he
knows to stop.

Japanese cities are rather plain, cement gray, with little paint. Put they have
clean streets and little or no trash. One of the palaces had a wide,beautifnl
moat all around, which they said was copied from European castle moats. The royal
palace in Tokyo has a moat, also. In one palace, ve vere asked not to take pic-
tures, and the guide came back and read off one couple she thought were taking
pictures with their tape recorder. But one gal hid behind me and snapped a couple,
1 think the only reason for the prohibition was they wanted to sell postcards,

for which I can't blame them.

We saw several examples of paper windows, about Lx8 inches, and it looked to be
about 60# offset. Wondered what would happed if rained upon...as it was not waxed.
The paper was glued to a wooden framework (probably Elmer's glue).

One of the tourists told it was aginst the law to have cemeteries in Japan, but we
saw several, with very crowded tombstones. I wondéred if they were buried standing
up. But they m ake is almost mandatory now to be cremated, because of lack of land.

On the way to Kyoto we passes through Osaka, and the exposition buildings left
over from Expo '#@. They say it was terribly crowded, and one had to stand in line
six or seven hours to see one exhibit., But they were quite happy as the exposi-
tion made money, which is an exceptional feat. In Okinawa we saw much construction
and street improbement going on for another Sealife exposition to be held later
this year...an international world's fair, more or less.

14
1 as Chinese, but our puide %O
wse :r?:th-?:;Snt;:; ;:n?:nfgeb:;f;acc}%e;ascggfse lt;“aers:énefirs ) the;x ’school lddvs unde&
us that Japan had SOfe ™ 2e= . 5,000 of you read the classics.



Sunrise 5.44 a.m.

Sunset 5.53 p.m.
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Friday’s
program

Celestial bodies not only brighten the night sky, they lend
their names to days of the week. According to ancient
astrological beliefs, each hour was ruled by the sun, the
moon or by one of the other planets,

Astrology has it that the planet Venus named after the god
of love exerted gentle influence over the first hour of
Friday. Ancient Scandinavians, Anglo-Saxons and Germans
all named this day after a goddess allied to the divine Venus.
The Anglo-Saxon goddess was Odin's wife, Frigga: Friday.

RELIGIOUS SERVICES
Jewish Service at 6.00 p.m.
Catholic Mass at 8.30 a.m.

SHORE EXCURSION NOTICE

The American Express Shore Excursion Office will be
closed during the ship’s stay in Yokohama.

The following tours will depart from the pierside:

8.00 am. - Tour 88 - Tokyo—Imperial City _ °
8.00 a.m. - Tour 89 - Hakone Park and Mount Fuji

MEAL HOURS

Breakfast: 7.00 to 9.00 a.m,

Lido Breakfast: 7.00 to 10.30 a.m.
Luncheon: 1.00 to 2.00 p.m. (open sitting).
Lido Luncheon: 1.00 to 2.30 p.m.

Dinner at regular hours and sittings.

EXCHANGE FACILITIES

The Bank of Tokyo in the International Passenger
Terminal Building will be open today from 9.00 a.m.
to 5.00 p.m.

POSTAGE STAMPS
Postage stamps will be available in the Library from
9.00 till 11.00 a.m. and from 3.00 till 5.00 p.m.

VERY IMPORTANT

All passengers are urgently requested to turn in their
Japanese shorepasses (Permission To Land In Transit
For Sightseeing) to the Front Office before departure
time.

Ship can not sail unless all passes are returned to the
Proper Immigration Authorities, Your cooperation will
be appreciated.

GAY BEACHES AND BUDDHA

One half hour from Yokohama is the resort city of
Kamakura, noted for the mildness of its climate, white
sandy beaches and the famous Daibutsu or Great
Buddha, the most impressive bronze image of its kind
in the world. This majestic and sacred image of Amida
Buddha, the favorite Japanese divinity, is 42 feet high
and weighs 92 tons. This serene figure has sat with legs
crossed and hands touching in a Buddhist sign of stead-
fast faith for 700 years, unscarred by tidal waves which
destroyed and washed away in succession, three wood-
en halls erected to house it. You can climb inside the
figure to shoulder level. Near the Daibutsu, the Hase-
dera Temple contains a 30-foot gilt image of Kwannon,
the Buddhist goddess of Mercy and enshrined in
Ennroji Temple, is the frightening image of Emma, lord
of the Buddhist hell. Visit Tsurugaoka Hachimangu,
one of Kamakura's most celebrated shrines. You walk
down a long stately avenue shaded with pine and cherry
trees, under a masive stone torii, 32 feet high, to enter
the shrine.

CHAMPAGNE DRAWING
Yesterday's lucky number was 212177.
Congratulations to Mr. Louis Winer.

SOMETHING ABOUT YOKOHAMA

The fifth largest city of Japan and chief port of entry
for eastbound shipping, Yokohama lies twenty miles
southwest of Tokyo on the west side of Tokyo Bay.
More than any other city in Japan, it owes its rise and
progress to foreign trade and occidental influences.
A little more than one hundred years ago it was a
sleepy fishing hamlet of 350 people. Despite one of the
most disastrous earthquakes in history which destroyed
95 percent of the city in 1923, and the recent Allied
bombings of World War II, Yokohama today has a
population of over one million, handles 23 percent of
the nation's total foreign trade and is the center of an
industrial belt of dockyards, steel mills and heavy
industry plants.

CRUISE HIGHLIGHTS

7.00 a.m. Enjoy early morning coffee, juice and rolls.

ido.

3.00 p.m. Flower arrangements demonstration by
Miss Alice Wong. Lounge.

3.30 p.m. Japanese folk dance show by Yokohama
International Welcome Association in the
Lounge.

5.45 and 7.30 p.m. Cocktail music in the Ambassador
and the Lounge. The Lido Bar is also open
until 8.15 p.m, for cocktails.,

6.00 p.m. Ship sails for Honolulu.

8.00 p.m. Music for your dancing and listening plea-
sure by the Bonafides Quartet. Lounge.

8.00 and N MOVIE! "The Abdication”.

10.00 p.m = Historical drama, starring Peter
Finch and Liv Ullmann (103
mins., rated PG). Theater.

9.30 p.m. The Ambassador is now open with music
provided by the Gli Amici Trio.

9.30 p.m. Swing and sway with the jet set to the big
sound of Terry James and his Orchestra in
the Ritz Carlton.

9.45 p.m. Duplicate Bridge players will compete for
Double Master Points. Club Room.

11.00 p.m. to 12.30 a.m. Have a late snack in the Lido.
Al Foster awaits the flocking of
the Night Owls in their nest in
the Tropic Bar.
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Japan is a miracle country, rising from defeat in 1946, with many of her cities
bombed ruins, to the industrial giant she is today. With no natural resources
of her own, and a population considered lagging behind western nations as far
as modernization and progress was concerned, it'shothing short of miraculous
the impact she has had on the rest of the world. And I suspeect, you ain't seen
nothin' yet!

With a country the size of California, and a population five times the size, the
Japanese have long been accustomed to getting along with one another, and to
teamwork/and team spirit, and family and family spirit. So it is natural for them
to slip into adulthood, with a subop#ination to authority necessary for harmon y
in plants and industry. Unio ns have made little inroad on this spirit, with
their basic creed of more money for less work.

Then, with the vast majority being Shintos, with the belief only in the good
things of this life...success, money, hapniness, possessions, good food, wine,
ete., they are not troubled with a nagging conscience that perhavs they are do-
ing wrong. When a man makes 1t£to the top of the heap, they have on 1y respect
for him, and hope to emulate his example themselves.

The western world, on the contrary, is torn asunder by several factors, and is
wavering. Christianity instills doubts that fundamentally the good things of

this life are wrong, and to pursue them are wrong. So the Japanese, alone in the
modern world, seem psychologically geared to poduce and flood the world vith mod-
ern goods. The rest of us, torn by doubts and politics, can stand by and watch.
Of course, this is over-simplification; but the result of seeing, hearing and
reading of Japan.

To return to specifics: As Japanese letters are still pure Greek to us, and

many railroad stations do not have signs in English, it is quite a game to find
your destination, and to know when you have arrived there. Also, taxi drivers do
no t ordinarily speak English. So the ship gave us little slips of paper, with

the location of the ship written in the native language. That's a brilliant idea,
and one we hadn't seen before. We've had several interesting experiences, and wilt
taxi rides in the past...tryging to find the ship, and convey to drivers somehow
where it is located.

Japanese taxis have a unique lever, by the driver, which enables him to open
either or both of the read doors (and no doubt lock them against noepay custom-
ers). The Japanese queue up obediently for taxis, sometimes in a ldme a block
long. This was too long for my impatient nature, so I'd walk a block or tvo in
the direction where the taxis seemed to be born, and get one at the source. I
wonder why they never think of that?

Trains are coming into their own in Japan, with more crowding &ll the time, the
rising price of gasoline, worsening traffic jams, and the lack of parking space.
At the immense stations there is constant arrivai and departure of trains...if
you don't catéh this one, another will be along in a few minutes.

The famed bullet trains are used only on long hauls--getting to as high as 130
miles per hour. We rode one last year, and it was superb! A cushioned, quiet ride,
and the green (first class) cars had wide, soft seats, lots of leg room, and con-
stant vendors up and down the aisles peddling fruit, food, reading matter and
other goodies. It didn't meemétike it would be a hardship to take a trip of many
hours' duration.

The Japanese are a very obedient people, when it comes to rules., Almost every-
where else in the world, when there is no traffic coming, pedestrians take off
and cross against the light. I found myself doing this in Yokohama and Tokyo, and
Japanese were just standing there looking at me.




Sunrise: 6.28 a.m.

Sunset: 64 p.m.

INFORMAL DRESS
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Friday’s
program

Celestial bodies not only brighten the night sky, they lend
their names to days of the week. According to ancient
astrological beliefs, each hour was ruled by the sun, the
moon or by one of the other planets.

Astrology has it that the planet Venus named after the god
of love exerted gentle influence over the first hour of
Friday. Ancient Scandinavians, Anglo-Saxons and Germans
all named this day after a goddess allied to the divine Venus.
The Anglo-Saxon goddess was Odin’s wife, Frigga: Friday.

RELIGIOUS SERVICE in the Theater.
Catholic Mass at 9.30 a.m.

SHORE EXCURSION NOTICE

The American Express Shore Excursion Office will be
closed during the ship's stay in Honolulu,

The following tour will depart from the pierside:

9.00 a.m. - Tour 92 - Honolulu and Waikiki Beach

MEAL HOURS

Breakfast: 7.30 to 9.00 a.m.

Lido Breakfast: 7.30 to 10.30 a.m,
Luncheon: 1.00 to 2.00 p.m. (open sitting).
Lido Luncheon: 1.00 to 2.30 p.m.

Dinner at regular hours and sittings.

DUPLICATE BRIDGE WINNERS
Mrs. M. Loewenstern & Col. E, Alldredge - N.S.
Mr, & Mrs, George Crounse - E.W.

HAWAIIAN FACTS

The name Hawaii is exactly pronounced Hay-wy-ee.
It is not High-wah-yah. Honolulu is Ho-no-lulu, It is
not Hahn-alul The "o" is full and pronounced as in
hoe and the "u” is o

Although the \slands lie in the northern margin of the
tropics, they have a subtropical climate because cool
waters from the Bering Sea drift into the region.

The temperature of the surrounding ocean is about 10°
lower than in other regions of the same latitude.

TRAVELER'S CREED

Travel is many things: It is adventure, it is discovery,
it is education, it is the opening of the heart and mind to
new friendships, new vistas of stirring, lovely things.
The riches brought home by the traveler are in pro-
portion to the stores he takes out with him. Therefore,
let the traveler to the wealth of adventure that is the
‘World take with him something of the peoples he visit-
ed, their cultures and languages, and he will be doubly
rewarded in his search for treasure.

QUOTE FOR THE DAY
All the good maxims have been written.
It only remains to put them into practice.
Blaine Pascal

s.s. "Rotterdam”  Captain A, H. Lagaay, Commander
Worldcruise 1975 G. A. Adriaansens, Hotel Manager
Sean Meaney, Cruise Director

CHAMPAGNE DRAWING
Yesterday's lucky number was 212604.
Congratulations to Mrs. Noel E. M. Taylor

GIN RUMMY TOURNAMENT
Winner: Mr. E. M. Berezin,
Runner-up: Mrs, Bella Gitlin,

SAFETY ABOARD

Do not smoke in bed. Extinguish cigarette butts and
matches and always put them in ashtrays. Do not throw
lighted cigarettes or cigars butts over the side of the
ship - they could blow back and start a fire.

Smoking is not permitted during boat drill, or in the
Theater.

CRUISE HIGHLIGHTS
7.00 a.m. En]oy early morning coffee, juice and rolls,

330 p.m. Bn,oy afternoon tea in the Lounge.

5.45 and 7.30 p.m, Cocktail music in the Ambassador
and the Lounge.

800 pm. Music for your dancing and listening plea-
sure provided by the Bonafides Quartet in
the Lounge.

9.00 p.m. Showtime, The Lucy Lee Hawaiian Show.
Lounge.

9.30 p.m. The Ambassador is now open with music
provided by the Gli Amici Trio.

930 p.m. Swing and sway to the big sound of the
Terry James Orchestra in the Ritz Carlton.

10.00 p.m. OVIE! ”Tall Blonde Man
starring  Pierre

Mireille Darc (rated PG. 95

minutes), Theater,

11.00 p.m. Have a late snack in the Lido.

11.00 p.m. to 12.30 a.m. Barbeque on deck and dancing
under the stars to the music of the Bonafides
Quartet.

12.00 mAdmght Ship sails for San Diego.

12.00 The Night Owls flack around

midnight around Al Foster in their nest the
Tropic Bar.

S,

There will be NQ_CHANGE IN TIME tonight!

Holland America Cruises
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In Japang although most times of the year a cool climate, dir-conditioning is
taking over in stores and stalls, and I noticed the majority of window coolers
were American brands. I can't but think the Japanese could make 'em cheaper, and
perhaps better. There may be patent infringement (or American brands made over
there). But we heard that the use of American goods in Japan was a status symbol
...imported. And we have a good reputation for quality.

One of our last sights before pulling out, was a wildly blooming cherry treé
tucked in a niche between a couple of grim factory walls. Perhaps heat from Ehe
plant made it bloom ahead of time. But I'm sure it's appreciated, as perhaps in
no other place én earth.

Our departure from Yokohama was eased by the same 56-member, excellent band,
playing "Anchors Aweigh," "Till We Meet Again," and other nostalgic tunes...mak-
ing us hope that our return to Japan is soon again, and frequent!

After leaving Japan, our next scheduled stop was a small Hawvaiian island, Kauai,
almost a week later. B ut, due to bad weather and rough seas, ve had to slow
down and detout slightly to miss worse weather. Even at that, the crossing was
unpleasant, with chilly weather, making life on deck undesirable; off and on
rain and gloomy clouds; and worse of all, long swells which caused a lot of sea-
sickness. The bow would go way down, then the stern, and occasionally the prop-
ellers would come out of the water, causing a lurch and vibration.

Not only did the lousy weather make everyone feel grouchy, but much of the enter-
tainment mas curtailed. Dancing was out of the question (though it would have
been interesting), and several singers cancelledperformances, asthey didn't care
to stand up there holding on to something. One of the pianists told us it was
hard to play under those conditions, for, when he took his hands off the keys,
Ege ﬁiano, the bench or his body would move enough that he lost his bearing on

e keys.

Part way on the way to Kawai, it was announced we would miss the island altogeth-
er, but pull into Honolulu a bit early, and leave late. But we got to Honolulu
late also. American Express had to cancel a tour on Kauwai, and a Thursday even-
ing tour of Honolulu.

A friend and I chased out as soon as we cleared customs on Thursday night and
took in a floor show at the Waikiki Hilton, starred by a young fellow named Kim
Barry. There was some pleasant Hawaiian dancing, but too much loud rock and roll
and country western to be very pleasant. I don't think too many people come all
the way to Hawaii to hear cheap imitations of Elvis. But in Hawaii, cheap is not
exactly the right word to use.

The bad weather followed us in, and our one day in Honolulu had intermittent rain
and sunshine, but the temperature was pleasant. Ve took a harbor cruise to Pearl
Harbor, which was enjoyable, and hoped to see some whales which reportedly vere
migrating nearby o n their annual pilgrimage to Antartica. But no whales, altho
we did see a large school of porpoises, and our boat circhéd several times to
give us good camera shots of them.

One of the delightful spots of Honolulu is the Ala Moana shopping center, one of
the largest in the world, with some 155 shops. It is beautifully situated, and
decorated...but being good Friday all the residents and all the tourists congre-
gated in that one spot, and made it difficuly to get around and see anything.

Last year we wanted to visit the Arizona monument at Pearl Harbor, which is reach-
ed after a bus ride, then a walk of a couple of blocks, and a free ferry ride
courtesy of the Navy. Our first attempt found it closed...for it was Monday! Our
second attempt found it closed for painting...and this time, ve got there just
after it closed...because of lousy weather!




Sunrise: 6.28 a.m.

Sunset: 644 p.m.

INFORMAL DRESS
MARCH 28, 1975

Friday’s
program

Celestial bodies not only brighten the night sky, they lend
their names to days of the week. According to ancient
astrological beliefs, each hour was ruled by the sun, the
moon or by one of the other planets.

Astrology has it that the planet Venus named after the god
of love exerted gentle influence over the first hour of
Friday. Ancient Scandinavians, Anglo-Saxons and Germans
all named this day after a goddess allied to the divine Venus.
The Anglo-Saxon goddess was Odin's wife, Frigga: Friday.

RELIGIOUS SERVICE in the Theater.
Catholic Mass at 9.30 a.m.

SHORE EXCURSION NOTICE

The American Express Shore Excursion Office will be
closed during the ship's stay in Honolulu,

The following tour will depart from the pierside:

9.00 a.m. - Tour 92 - Honolulu and Waikiki Beach

MEAL HOURS

Breakfast: 7.30 to 9.00 a.m.

Lido Breakfast: 7.30 to 10.30 a.m.
Luncheon: 1.00 to 2.00 p.m. (open sitting).
Lido Luncheon: 1.00 to 2.30 p.m.

Dinner at regular hours and sittings.

DlIPLlCATE BRIDGE WINNERS
Mrs. M. Loewenstern & Col. E, Alldredge - N.S.
Mr. & Mrs. George Crounse - E'W.

HAWAIIAN FACTS

The name Hawaii is exactly pronounced Hay-wy-ee.
It is not High-wah-yah. Honolulu is Ho-no-lulu, It is
not Hahn- alula The "o" is full and pronounced as in
hoe and the "u"” is oo

Although the islands lie in the nosthern margin of the
tropics, they have a subtropical climate because cool
waters from the Bering Sea drift into the region.

The temperature of the surrounding ocean is about 10°
lower than in other regions of the same latitude.

TRAVELER'S CREED

Travel is many things: It is adventure, it is discovery,
it is education, it is the opening of the heart and mind to
new friendships, new vistas of stirring, lovely things.
The riches brought home by the traveler are in pro-
portion to the stores he takes out with him. Therefore,
let the traveler to the wealth of adventure that is the
World take with him something of the peoples he visit-
ed, their cultures and languages, and he will be doubly
rewarded in his search for treasure.

QUOTE FOR THE DAY
All the good maxims have been written,
It only remains to put them into practice.
Blaine Pascal

s. "Rotterdam”  Captain A. H. Lagaay, Commander
Worldcruise 1975 G. A. Adriaansens, Hotel Manager
Sean Meaney, Cruise Director

CHAMPAGNE DRAWING
Yesterday's lucky number was 212604.
Congratulations to Mrs. Noel E. M. Taylor.

GIN RUMMY TOURNAMENT
Winner: Mr. E. M. Berezin.
Runner-up: Mrs, Bella Gitlin.

SAFETY ABOARD

Do not smoke in bed. Extinguish cigarette butts and
matches and always put them in ashtrays. Do not throw
lighted cigarettes or cigars butts over the side of the
ship - they could blow back and start a fire.

Smoking is not permitted during boat drill, or in the
Theater.

CRUISE HIGHLIGHTS
7.00 a.m. Enjoy early morning coffee, juice and rolls.
Lido.

3.30 p.m. Enjoy afternoon tea in the Lounge.

5.45 and 7.30 p.m. Cocktail music in the Ambassador
and the Lounge.

8.00 pam. Music for your dancing and listening plea-
sure provided by the Bonafides Quartet in
the Lounge.

9.00 p.m. Showtime, The Lucy Lee Hawaiian Show.

ounge.

9.30 p.m. The Ambassador is now open with music
provided by the Gli Amici Trio.

9.30 p.m. Swing and sway to the big sound of the
Terry James Orchestra in the Ritz Carlton.

10.00 p.m. N MOVIE! "Tall Blonde Man
@w With One Black Slizoe'l’]. C:med);
starring  Pierre ichard an
=2/ Mircille Dare (rated PG. 95
minutes), Theater,
11.00 p.m. Have a late snack in the Lido,
11,00 p.m. to 12.30 a.m, Barbeque on deck and dancing
under the stars to the music of the Bonafides

Quartet.
12.00 midnight Ship sails for San Diego.
12.00 The Night Owls flack around
midnight Y around Al Foster in their nest the
Tropic Bar.

There will be NO CHANGE IN TIME tonight!

a} Holland America Cruises
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one evening in Honolulu, we were determined to attend a gequine
giignJgiZu so made %eservations %or Friday night at the Hilton Hawaiian Village
for their ﬂightly Juau. We were told it ordinarily was held out-of-doors, bnt
inside a hall if weather was bad.

We were disappointed somewhat in this, alsoj for it.was held in a large somewhat
bare hall, with rows of long dining tables and folding chairs, reminiscent of
many Lions club or civie banquets. There were probably two thousand people Phere,
and” we were perhaps half a city block away from the stape. The program wasn't

too bad, except perhaps for being too loud and brassy. Binoculars yould have been
a help. Food was brought in a wooden tray, some two inches high, with five hql-
lows holding different dishes. It was good, and consisted of pork, steak, chick-
en, yams, taro, pad, fish, potato salad, and side dishes of bananas, vatermelon,
and pineapple for dessert.

A very wonderful part of the program was a young man with a ukulele, Eddie Bush,
and he was trul vy a master. He opened with "Malaguena" and played many beaugi-
ful pieces including "Holiday for Strings" and "Dr. Zhivago." He was introduced
as one of the few people in the world who are virtuosos on the ukulele, and he
truly was. And he brought the house down.

Hawaii's climate and the easysagoing disposition of her people make it truly a
paradise, but growth and "progress" are rapidly making it resemble the mainland
states more and more. And her people are lamenting this fact. Freeways and high
buildings and more hordes of tourisss have created a viedoumgcitecle, and is mal-
ing it less a paradise every year.

The bad weather is followiing us out of Hawaii, and at present is raining and too
chilly up on deck to be pleasant. The ship is lurching slightly, but not too bad.
But on the whole we have had remarkably good weather, and have little cause for
complaint. Due to our leaving Honolulu some six hours later than originally sched-
uled, there is little chance of getting to San Diego on time...which will cause
compiications. For one thing, the poor American Express people will have to can-
cel tours, and I feel sorry for them whah that happens, as great numbers of the
passengers lament to them individually. These cancellations are not theie fault,
and mmxdmE¥X cause financial loss to them, but they take a lot of guff from irate
old ladies just the same.

On these cruises, sometimes the ship line schedules shore excursions, but more
often‘they delegate that to experienced tour companies...American Express, Cooks,
etc. Work on the shore excursio ns has to start sometimes a year aheadj a great
many peopde have already signed up for the '76 World Cruise. Obviously to do that
they have to make arrangements with the various perts of call and see if transnor-
tation will be available, meals and housing on tap, and that there will not be
other interfering things occuring.

Details included buses and drivers, guides, reservations and untold thousands of
nitty gyitty details. Plus, what's the economy going to do in the meantime, for a
firm price must be set. Not the least of details is the mass of orinting to be
done far ahead, of brochures, advertisements, programs and books...and tickets, and
Dasses and badges. So some great expense has gone into shore excursiong long be-
fore it is ever consummated, and 1 imagine dozens and even hundreds of peonle ave
involved in a change or cancellation.

American Express has 13 people on board; too many most o f the time. But some-
times they schedule overland trips of several days!' duration, broken into fairly
small groups, &nd that calls for many people. They are nice, personable young men
on the mos@ part, and two or three of the attractive young girls among the pass-
engers avail themselves of thei r company. To my knowledge, there is not °Be.
single youn% man passenger, so American ufpfess, entertainmént staff and ship's
officers valiantly try to éntertain the girls.




Sunrise: 6.28 a.m.

Sunset: 644 p.m.
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Friday’s
program

Celestial bodies not only brighten the night sky, they lend
their names to days of the week. According to ancient
astrological beliefs, each hour was ruled by the sun, the
moon or by one of the other planets.

Astrology has it that the planet Venus named after the god
of love exerted gentle influence over the first hour of
Friday. Ancient Scandinavians, Anglo-Saxons and Germans
all named this day after a goddess allied to the divine Venus
The Anglo-Saxon goddess was Odin’s wife, Frigga: Friday.

RELIGIOUS SERVICE in the Theater.
Catholic Mass at 9.30 a.m.

%

SHORE EXCURSION NOTICE

The American Express Shore Excursion Office will be
closed during the ship's stay in Honolulu,

The following tour will depart from the pierside:

9.00 a.m. - Tour 92 - Honolulu and Waikiki Beach

MEAL HOURS
Breakfast: 7.30 to 9.00 a.m.
Lido Breakfast: 7.30 to 10.30 a.m.
Luncheon: 1.00 to 2.00 p.m. (open sitting).
Lido Luncheon: 1.00 to 2.30 p.m.

inner at regular hours and sittings.

DUPLICATE BRIDGE WINNERS
Mrs. M. Loewenstern & Col. E, Alldredge - N.S.
Mr. & Mrs. George Crounse - E-W.

HAWAIIAN FACTS

The name Hawaii is exactly pronounced Hay-wy-ee.
It is not High-wah-yah. Honolulu is Ho-no-lulu, It is
not Hahn-alu he "0" is full and pronounced as in
hoe and the "u" is

Although the xslands lie in the northern margin of the
tropics, they have a subtropical climate because cool
waters from the Bering Sea drift into the region.

The temperature of the surrounding ocean is about 10°
lower than in other regions of the same latitude.

TRAVELER’S CREED

Travel is many things: It is adventure, it is discovery,
it is education, it is the opening of the heart and mind to
new friendships, new vistas of stirring, lovely things,
The riches brought home by the traveler are in pro-
portion to the stores he takes out with him. Therefore,
let the traveler to the wealth of adventure that is the
World take with him something of the peoples he visit-
ed, their cultures and languages, and he will be doubly
rewarded in his search for treasure.

QUOTE FOR THE DAY
All the good maxims have been written.
It only remains to put them into practice.
Blaine Pascal

s, "Rotterdam”  Captain A. H. Lagaay, Commander

Worldcruise 1975 G. A. Adriaansens, Hotel Manager
Sean Meaney, Cruise Director

CHAMPAGNE DRAWING
Yesterday's lucky number was 212604.
Congratulations to Mrs. Noel E. M. Taylor.

GIN RUMMY TOURNAMENT
Winner: Mr. E. M. Berezin,
Runner-up: Mrs. Bella Gitlin,

SAFETY ABOARD

Do not smoke in bed. Extinguish cigarette butts and
matches and always put them in ashtrays. Do not throw
lighted cigarettes or cigars butts over the side of the
ship - they could blow back and start a fire.

Smoking is not permitted during boat drill, or in the
Theater.

CRUISE HIGHLIGHTS
7.00 a.m. Enjoy early morning coffee, juice and rolls.
Lido.
330 p.m. Enjoy afternoon tea in the Lounge.
5.45 and 7.30 p.m. Cocktail music in the Ambassador
and the Lounge
8.00 p.m. Music for your dancing and listening plea-
sure provided by the Bonafides Quartet in
the Lounge,
9.00 p.m. Showtime, The Lucy Lee Hawaiian Show.
ounge.
9.30 p.m. The Ambassador is now open with music
9.30 p.m. Swing and sway to the big sound of the
erry James Orchestra in the Ritz Carlton,
With One Black Shoe”, Comedy,
@ starring Pierre Richard and
= 0
minutes). Theater,
11.00 p.m. Have a late snack in the Lido.
under the stars to the music of the Bonafides
Quartet,
12.00 ¢ The Night Owls flack around
midnight 2 around Al Foster in their nest the

provided by the Gli Amici Trio,
10.00 p.m. \ MOVIE! "Tall Blonde Man
Mireille Darc (rated PG. 95
11.00 p.m. to 12.30 a.m, Barbeque on deck and dancing
12.00 midnight Ship sails for San Diego.
O, Tropic Bar.

There will be NO CHANGE IN TIME tonight!
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Boredom seems to be setting in. With the long stretch from Yokoh ama to Honglulu
and just a short time ashore there, the four and a half days to San Diggo will
seem endless. To top it off, our favorite master of ceremonies, Sean Meany, has
run out of jokes. 1 guesshe's used to short cruises, where he.can use the same
onesbver and over. If we have time in San Diego, should get him a new joke book.

W ave a stowaway on board! Heard just a rumor, but discounted it, after our
ggpgrture from Hozolulu. But visited the bridge this afternoon, and one of the
officers confirmed it. Said it was a girl of 23, who apparently wanted.to‘vet
back to the mainland, and took this means. I asked what they usually did in.a .
case like that, but he sidestepped the question. I guess in this day and age they
couldn't throw a person in the brig (if they have one), and especially not a'
girl. But he said a "friend" paid her way, and there's no problem nov, As it's
just passage from state to state, there's no immigration problem either.

The officer said they used to put stowaways to work, after they were caught...
but unions forbid that now. If stowaways joined the union, perhaps it quld be
legal. Usually they get in touch with immigration authori%ies, who confine them
on arrival. Then they are shipped back to the country of origin on the first av-
ailable transport.

The problem in stowing away would be sleeping. As room stewards knov exactly who

is in each cabin, an added person anywhere would be immediately noticed. And clean-
up crews work at night in public rooms, so noone could sleep there. Most of the
lifeboats can be seen into from ahove, and anyone getting in or out of them would
be caught. Meals would be no problem, as the Lido is cafeteria style with break-
fast and luncheon, and a midnight buffet from 11 to 12:30.

We had Gisele lMcKenzie aboard for a week, from Japan to Hawaii. She gave tvo con-
certs, and was great. She was on her honeymoon, with her second husband, stall
goodlooking fellow. They were very friendly around the ship’ vhich made her a
great favorite with the passengers. Wasfalking to a man who's known her for 30
years, since she was 20 years odd, and he said she's always been a lovely ver-
son. Her first husband was her manager, and that seldom works out.

To replace Gisele we have Helen O'Connell, which name seems vaguely familiar, al-
though T can't place her. She gives her first concert tonight, and after that's
scrabble, for the movie has Barpra Steisand.

We have had a succession of concert pianists, with a comert by a young lady this
afternoon. She was a fine musician, but the classical music is a bit over my
head. I stayed for awhile, but as it is fairly calm out, saw that the piano would
not be sliding away from her, so left early, Maybe I haven't been around, but the
classical musicians on this ship have a person sitting beside them to turn the
sheet music...the first time I've ever seen that.

The ship is making a fairly steady 20 knots, about her top speed, and there is
som e doubt that we'll get into San Diego in time. Ve are bucking a 30-mile head-
wind, which is also slowing us down some. We vere hoping for some main today, so
we could catch some for our flowers, but nary a drop so far. Some friends nut out
buckets yesterday, and on their return someone had stolen them, water and all.

We already have cruise brochures for the World Cruise next year, and they say some
people have already signed up for it. Many people make them every year, and one
couple is on their 13th one now. I think they're great, but wouldn't want to do the
same thin% every year...much prefer variety, with different ships and different
ports. But anyway, next year they're scheduied to go to Egype and Israel, then thru
the Suez Canal. But one of the officers on the bridge said it looks now iike the
Euez won't be oppn, at least to pleasure cruises. He said the Americans are paying
0 clear 1t, then thebnly ones using it will be Russians. That figures!




Sunrise: 6.19 a.m.

Sunset: 6.23 p.m.
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Saturday’s
program

Celestial bodies not only brighten the night sky, they lend
their names to days of the week. According to ancient
astrological beliefs, each hour was ruled by the sun, the
moon or by one of the other planets.

Saturday, the seventh day's first hour was thought by the
ancients to be in the thraldom of the planet Saturn.
Saturn’s day conveniently contracts to our Saturday.

RELIGIOUS SERVICE in the Theater.
Catholic Mass at 5.30 p.m.

SHORE EXCURSION NOTICE

The American Express Shore Excursion Office will be

open today from 9.30 to 11.30 a.m, and from 230 to
0 p.m.

WINNERS OF JACKPOT DUPLICATE GAME
Mr. & Mrs. George Spamer - N.S,
Mrs. M. Froitzheim & Mr. W. Loewenstern - E,W.

CRUISE WORD GAME no. 7 - "Rio de Janeiro”
Can you find 19 or more common English words in
"'Rio de Janeiro”? They must have five letters (no more,
no less!). No plurals, no proper names. Have fun.
Answers tomorrow.

CHAMPAGNE DRAWING
Yesterday's lucky number was 183913,
Congratulations to Mrs. Nelda Rohracker.

CRUISE HIGHLIGHTS

7.00 to 9.00 a.m. Enjoy early coffee, juice and rolls in
the Lido.

8.00 a.m. Yoga: Helps you to relax. Sky Roam, Bridge
deck, With Mrs, Suzie Adam. Please bring
a towel.

9.00 a.m. The Sports decks are open.

9.00 a.m. Golf nets are open all day for a practlce
session, Prom. deck.

9.30 to 10.30 a.m. Trapshooting on Prom. deck aft

(weather permitting).

with the Th Four

will take place on Prom. deck, starboard

side (near the Ping-Pong tables).

10.00 a.m. French class - "Ici Paris” with Andre Ma-
melle. Smoking Room.

10.00 a.m. North Pacific Grand Slam Shuffleboard
Tournament final on Sun deck.

10.00 a.m. Jewish study hour with Rabbi Rudin in the
Ambassador

10.00 a.m.

10.15 a.m.

11.00 a.m. Hostess corner. Meet Eloise. She may have
the answers you are looking for. Club Room.

11.00 a.m. The Sea Beneath Us. Part I. Lecture by Mr.
James Arthur Lyons, Theater.

12.00 noon Complimentary dance class with Ray and
Lisa. (Private lessons by appointment.)
Lounge,

12.15 p.m. The voice from the bridge.

12.30 p.m. Bob Hull plays your requests in the Lido.

230 p.m. Duplicate bridge game. Club Room.

230 p.m. Meet your art instructor Mr. Richard Demp-
sey in the Lounge, starboard side. Bring
your pads and pencils.

230 p.m. The Captain’s Bridge Championship - for
duplicate players. Special prizes. Club
Room.

245 and MOVIE! "The Day Of The

9.30 p.m. == Jackal”. Suspence drama, strraing
, (@3%) Edward Fox and Alan Badel
=== (141 mins., rated PG). Theater.
3.00 p.m. 1975 World Cruise Gin Rummy Tourna-
ment - please sign up today. Lido Cafe,
starboard side.

3.00 p.m. Handcraft class with Grace Lumsden - Rice
note paper. Lido Café, port side.

3.30 p.m. Enjoy afternoon tea in the Lounge.

400 p.m. Book review. Jeanette Greenspan reviews
"The Conoisseur” by Evan Connell, Smo-

king Room,

5.45 and 7.30 p.m. Cocktail music in the Ambassador
and the Lounge.

6.30 and 8.15 p.m. A Hawaiian Style Dinner will be
served by candelelight in both

8.00 p.m. Dancing in the Lounge to the music of the
Terry James Orchestra,

8.15 and 10.00 p.m, Showtime. The Teddy G
show, Teddy is one of the hotest singing
personalities the limelight in the last 10
years. Lounge.

9.30 p.m. Swing and sway to the music of the Bona-
fides Quartet in the Ritz Carlton.

9.30 p.m. The Ambassador is now open with music
provided by the Gli Amici Trio.

11.00 p.m. to 12.30 a.m. Have a late snack in the Lido.

12.00 N - The Night Owls flock around Al

ey

irill for all H foll. i by

10.30 a.m. Bridge for beginners. Lesson 4 with Mr.
Milton Bronston, our Travel-with-Goren
expert. Ritz Carlton.

11.00 a.m. Boatdrill ONLY for those passengers who
boarded the ship at Honolulu, Please assem-
ble at boatstation 9 on Boat deck/starboard
side and bring lifebelt with you.

I Foster in the Tropic Bar.

Tonight the clocks will be set FORWARD 60 minutes!

2 Holland America Cruises
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April 5, 1975
In some ways, the visit to San Diego was a fiasco. Ve were over four hours late,
dué to lousy weather, and leaving Honolulu later than scheduled. A great crovd
was waiting for us, including a Navy band. Evidently a large shio calling was
a novelty, for hundreds of people were surging to get on the §hip% with their
tempers frayed by the long wait, at the same time we vere trying to get off the
ship. There was little attempt at crowd control by officers present, and it was
as close to a mob as I've ever seen. \

We were met by friends, tired by the long wait, and they took us on a short tow
of the Marine Base, where I spent many happy (?) months during the war (and be-
fore). Aside from some new buildings it hadn't changed much, and the boots wvere
still doing their thing out o n the paradé ground. We brought our friends back
on board for a toCur of the ship, and dinner in the Lido. There vas still a
mob clamoring to get aboard, but we waded thru, waving our permits, and had no
trouble. Any piece of white paper would have done.

I heard a definition of a rooster...adult male hen-person. Helen 0'Gonnell didn't
go over at all, at her twodperformances. She's an attractive woman of 50 or so,
and spent her youth with name-bands. But she doesn't have the talent or nerson-
ality to carry on a show by herself. Her second performance was embarrassing, for
people left in the middle of itj; then she asked if there were any requests, and
some woman shouted "no!" And as she was giving en encore, as most performers do,
most of the audience got up and left right before her...as a movie was scheduled
to start then. I felt sorry for her, but she lacks the talent.

A friend and I had a thrill, coming into San Biego. I had noticed some nasseng-
ers on the bridge at other ports, so he and I went up there and stayed all thru
the process of coming in. The civilian pilot came aboard and gave the commands
instead of the captain or officers. San Diego is a beautiful place to enter, as
you curve around the island for several miles, and the view was interesting. The
Navy is prominent there, and we got many good pictures...exeeptf my film jammed
and I'm sure I ruined a few shots. Won't know until I cet the roll developed.

We were scheduled to leave at 11:00, and I waited until midnight, but we hadn't
left then, so gave up and went to bed. Got away about 2:00, as they were bumily
pumping on oil. I understand it is one of the cheapest ports to take on oil, so
they were filling it up. As the ship uses a half ton of oil per mile, the price
is a big factor. One of the officers was telling us they sort of shop for oilj
for instance india charges some three times the rate of other ports, and Hawaii
is very expensive...so they get it vhere the price is more reasonable. I'm not
sure, but I think he said they could carry enough for almost the whole cruise,
but don't take a chance, and never go below % full.

It was a nice day in San Diego, the first decent weather ve'd seen for over tvo
weeks. And the trip to Cabo San Lucas, lMexico, produced better weather, as w e
were heading south.

Had always heard of Baja California without knoving vhere it was, or vhat it was.
It's a long peninsula going south from Tijuana for some 800 miles, and is separ-
ated by a long inlandéea, the Sea of Cortez, from mainland Mexico for 700 mides
of its length. It is largely arid and undeveloped, due to desert conditions, high
rugged mountains and hardly any rainfall all year...only two or three inches.
Cabo San Lucas is the extreme southern end of the peninsula, a small villape of
probably 500 people, and three beautiful hotels. Until very recently the only wvay
to get there was by sea or air, asthere was no road. But now there's a road all
the way from Tijuana, and they hope for more tourists.

About the only attraction is vonderful fishing...some say the finest fishing in

the world. We saw immense schools of fish from the deck S
engers said they saw three whales, but we missed the Sigﬁtyerhaps&arpon. S




Sunrise: 6.52 a.m.

Sunset: 7.10 p.m.
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Day 76

Wednesday’s
program

Celestial bodies not only brighten the night sky, they lend
their names to days of the week. According to ancient
astrological beliefs, each hour was ruled by the sun, the
moon or by one of the other planets.

Woden is the Anglo-Saxon name for Mercury. This planet,
closest to the sun, was thought to rule the first hour of the
week'’s fourth day. From this came the old English word
Wodnes daeg — Wednesday to us.

TO ALL OUR GUESTS WHO LEAVE US TODAY
We wish you a safe return to your homes and Happy
Landing! We don't say goodbye - it's "Till we meet
again!"

ARRANGEMENTS AT SAN DIEGO

The s.s. "Rotterdam” is expected to dock at San Diego
at approximately 4.00 p.m. As soon as the ship has been
cleared by the local authorities passengers may proceed
ashore,

Ship sails for Mexico at 9.00 p.m. approximately,
Definite time of sailing will be announced on arrival.

ATTENTION PASSENGERS DISEMBARKING IN
SAN DIEGO

Passengers disembarking in San Diego are requested
to have their baggage ready for removal from their
cabins at 9,00 a.m. this morning.

‘WARNING - Plants, Flowers and Fruit

‘We herewith inform you that the Californian Agricul-
ture Department prohibits possession in your stateroom
of any fruit, Hawaiian plants and/or cutflowers. These
authorities are very strict; they will make spot checks
and consequently we must ask you to remove all such
items from your cabin today in order to enable us to
get rid of them well in time before arrival at San Diego.

SHORE EXCURSION NOTICE

The American Express Shore Excursion Office will be
open today from 9.30 to 11.30 a.m. only.

‘We regret that we find it necessary to cancel Tour 93 -
San Diego and the Zoo, and Tour 94 - La Jolla - Jewel
of the Pacific.

All passengers holding tickets for these tours are
requested to contact the American Express Office for
refund.

DUPLICATE BRIDGE WINNERS
Mrs. O. Lamey & Mrs. E. Engelman
Mr, & Mss. Herman Klumpes

DUPLICATE WINNERS OF JACKPOT GAME
Mr. R. Cutino & Mr. Bob Hull - N..S.

Mrs. I. Herzstein & Mrs. M. Loewenstern - E-W.
Mr. & Mrs. M. Henlein - N.S.

Mrs. G. Scannell & Mrs, A, Hartman - E-W.

CHAMPAGNE DRAWING
Yesterday's lucky number was 186845,
Congratulations to Mrs, Abram M. Skier.

THOUGHT FOR THE DAY

And however you like your very best dream and all

the dreams that are passing life - if we understand it

the right way - life comes and surpasses all of them.
Mrs. Von Arps-Aubert

RELIGIOUS SERVICE in the Theater.
Catholic Mass at 9.30 a.m.

CRUISE HIGHLIGHTS
7.00 to 9.00 a.m. Early coffee, juice and rolls, Lido.
8.00 a.m. Yoga: Helps you to relax. Sky Room, Bridge
deck. With Mrs. Suzie Adam. Please bring
a towel.
9.00 a.m. The Sports decks are open.
9.00 a.m. Golf nets are open all day for a practice
session. Prom. deck.
9.30 to 10.30 a.m. Trapshooting on Prom. deck aft
(weather permitting).
with the Th Four

10.00 a.m.
on Prom. deck.
10.00 a.m. French class - "Ici Paris” with Andre Ma-
melle. Smoking Room.
10.00 a.m. International shuffleboard tournament., Sun
deck.
10.30 a.m. Farewell duplicate bridge game for players
leaving us at San Diego. Club Room.
11.00 a.m. Hostess corner. Meet Eloise. She may have
the answers you are looking for. Club Room.
12.15 p.m. The voice from the bridge.
1230 p.m. Bob Hull plays your requests in the Lido.
3.30 p.m. Enjoy afternoon tea in the Lounge.
4.00 p.m. A yacht regatta will welcome the s.s. "Rot-
terdam” to San Diego Harbour. On arrival
at the pier a U.S. Navy Band will play a
salute and a carnation, the city's flower,
will be presented to each passenger as they
leave the ship.
5.45 and 7.30 p.m. Cocktail music in the Ambassador
and the Lounge.
8.00 p.m. Music for your dancing and listening plea-
sure. Lounge,
8.15 and N MOVIE! "Mr. Ricco”, Suspense
10.00 p.m. =) drama, starring Dean Martin and
Eugene Roche (98 minutes, rated
PG). Theater.
9.00 p.m. (approx.) Ship sails for Mexico.
9.30 p.m. The Ambassador is now open with music
provided by the Gli Amici Trio.
9.30 p.m. Swing and sway to the music of the Terry
James orchestra in the Ritz Carlton.
11.00 p.m. to 12.30 a.m, Have a late snack in the Lido.
12.00 v The Owls are all at sea again
midnight with Al Foster in the Tropic Bar.

There will be NI HANGE IN TIME tonight!
Holland America Cruises
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Cabo San Lucas was hardly a tourist's dream; noone on the shin knev anything
about it, or had been there. It's a dusty little village, poverty stricken ex-
cept for three beautiful hotels. Downtown donsists of a few grocery, drygoods

and odds-and-ends stores, and a bank. We came in at siesta time, and most of
these were closed, but opened later. It was supposed to be a fishing villare, but
there was little evidence of that. Usually fishing villages have many boats eith-
er beached or in yards, and vith nets and lines in evidence everyvhere. Every
yvard had the skeleton of a long-deceased car.

A few (perhaps five) luxury yachts were in the harbor, probably down from San
Diego, and not many more fishing vessels down to and including skiffs. It is sup-
posed to be the best fishing left in the world...but perhaps it's out of season.
The Bea of Cortez is a large body of water, about 700 miles long and up to 150
miles across at its widest point. It is fed at its upper end by the Colorado riv-
er, which I imagine is far smaller than mxsmax it used to be, asthey're taking
more and more water all the time to supply Arizongand California.

One of the hotéks was built on the side of a rocky mountain, out of native stone,
and td blend into the hillside. It's a beautiful place, and must have cost a mint.
One of the passengers said it and a companion hotel had gone broke a couple of
weeks ago, and the Mexican landowner repossessed them. Rates were from $25 to $35
per person per day, including meals. There's a newly opened highway down from
Tijuana now, brand new, so for the first ime you can drive the 800 miles. But
sections are still rough, so it would probably be a rugged trip. A ferry comes
from the mainland twice a week, and there's a feeder airline.

Aside from the fishing, it would be a rough place to eke out a living, as it's
rough, barren country. Below the hotel, reached by some steep stairs, is one of
the most beautiful beaches I've ever seen. It comes up to perhaps 15 or 20 feet
above sea level, with a sharp incline down to the water. There were perhaps a
dozen people, mostly passengers, laying on the beach, andbne of them said he
trie& the swimming, but there was a strong undertow. The surf wvas beautiful.

At the other end of the beach was another beautiful little hotel, built to blend
into the hill backing it, and the beach. It had a unique raised swimming pool
with a circular bar under a large straw awning, overlooking the beach and sea.

As we are back on schedule again, we arrived on time at Manzanillo, Mexico yes-
terday. American Express had a tour, but as it only embraced a couple of churhes
and a hotel or two, passed it up to stroll thru the town of some 30,000 people.
Again, it was a ci\’:y built around a bay, with high hills on three sides, mostly
rock with little vegetation. We had to anchor out a ways, and ride in for ten

or fifteen minutes to the dock. It was smooth on the way in, but by late after-
noon a swell developed and there was moaning and groaning over the boat pitching.
But I enjoyed it, and went an extra time just for the ride. Was going again, but
after dinner ran out of time.

The little town resembles Spanish villages, but as it was Saturday afternoon had
pretty well closed up, and few businesses were open. Ve couldn't get any pesos,
but merchants seemed happy to take American dollars. Streets were built up to
precipitous hillsides, then steep stairs wouhd up to houses ahlove, perched with
flimsy poles holding some into the rock. It must have been quite a project to
pour the cement and rock staircases that wound up dozens of hillsides. And I
doubt that one would move frequently, if he had to _carry all the furniture and
g:rnis}éings up and down the hill on his back, for 1 could see no other way to get
up there.

There is a developing tourist trade there, as the weather is hot the year round,
and large hotels were evident on the other side of the bay, wvhich we didn't visit.
Several fairly large ships were at the piers, which 1ndica£es they have a devel-
fg%éé nggggg ?fegtsgg}gggst.tg‘eisgg§g is good out of there, and they had a fairly

-




Sunrise: 6.33 a.m.

Sunset: 6.34 p.m.
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Thursday’s
program

Celestial bodies not only brighten the night sky, they lend
their names to days of the week. According to ancient
astrological beliefs, each hour was ruled by the sun, the
moon or by one of the other planets.

When we come to the fifth day, Jupiter the god of thunder
gains the ascendency of the first hour. The old English
equivalent for the thunder god — taken from the Scandina-
vians was Thor — which gradually developed into Thursday.

RELIGIOUS SERVICE in the Theater.
Catholic Mass at 9.30 a.m.

SHORE EXCURSION NOTICE

The American Express Shore Excursion Office will be
open today from 9.30 to 11.30 a.m. and from 2.30 to
4.30 p.m.

CRUISE WORD GAME no. 9 - "Bridgetown”
Can you find 40 or more common English words in
"Bridgetown"? They must have five letters (no more,

no less)! No plurals, no proper names. Have fun.
Answers tomorrow.
LADIES!

Our Beauty Parlor is open daily from 9.00 a.m. to
12.00 noon and from 2.00 to 7.00 p.m.

Leonora and her team of stylists are here to assist you
with everything you require, including manicure, etc.
Also open in port.

GENTLEMEN!

A fully equipped gents hair stylist is available on Upper
Promenade deck. Open from 9.00 a.m. to 12.00 noon
daily, but any other time by appointment, Our gents’
stylist, Willem, will be pleased to accomodate you.

CHAMPAGNE DRAWING
Yesterday's lucky number was 212840,
Congratulations to Mrs, Francis Burns.

QUOTE FOR THE DAY
Great Spirit, help me never to judge another until I
have walked two weeks in his moccassins.

Sioux Indian Prayer

CRUISE HIGHLIGHTS

7.00 to 9.00 a.m. Enjoy early coffee, juice and rolls in
the Lido.

8.00 a.m. Yoga: Helps you to relax, Sky Room, Bridge

deck, With Mrs. Suzie Adam. Please bring

a towel.

9.00 a.m. The Sports decks are open.

9.00 a.m. Golf nets are open all day for a practice
session, Prom. deck,

9.30 to 10.30 a.m. Trapshooting on Prom. deck aft
(wealher permitting).

10.00 a.m. with the Thompson Four

on Prom. deck.

s.s. "Rotterdam”  Captain AH. Lagaay Commande:
Worldcruise 1975 G. A, Adriaansens, Hotel Manager
Sean Meaney, Cruise Director

10.00 a.m. French class - "Ici Paris” with Andre Ma-

melle, Smoking Room.

10.00 a.m. Shuffleboard, Sun deck.

10.00 a.m. Jewish Memorial Yizkor Service with Rabbi

Rudin. Ambassador.

10.15 a.m. Boatdrill for crewmembers of boats 2 and 4.
10.30 a.m. Bridge for beginners. Lesson 7. Ritz Carl-

ton.

11.00 a.m. Mexico: our three ports. Lecture by Mr.

James Arthur Lyons. Theater,

11.00 a.m. Hostess corner. Meet Eloise. She may have

the answers you are looking for. Club Room.

12.00 noon Complimentary dance class with Ray and

Lisa. (Private lessons by appointment.)
Lounge.

12.15 p.m. The voice from the bridge.

12.30 p.m. Bob Hull plays your requests in the Lido.
2.30 p.m. Duplicate bridge game. Club Room.
230 pm. Mzet your art instructor Mr.

mpsey. Lounge, starboard side.
3.00 pm. Handcra& class with Grace Lumsden -
finish rice notepaper. Lido Café, port side.
3.00 p.m. Gin Rummy. Lido Café, starboard side aft.

3.00 and \y MOVIE! "Island At The Top Of
9.30 p.m, =}) The World”. Adventure drama,
(@3%] starring David Hartman and

Donald Sinden (98 minutes, rated
PG). Theater.

3.30 p.m. Enjoy afternoon tea in the Lounge.

4.00 p.m. Book review. Jeanette Greenspan reviews
"Crown of Mexico™ by Joan Haslip. Smo-
king Room,

5.45 and 7.30 p.m. Cocktail music in the Ambassador
and the Lounge.

8.00 p.m. Dancing in the Lounge to the music of the
Terry James Orchestra.

8.15 and 10.00 p.m. Showtime. Helen O'Connell, that
super recording star, sings her farewell as
she bids us au revoir in Acapulco with the
sensational Thompson Four. Lounge.

9.30 p.m. Swmg and sway to the music of the Bona-
fides Quartet in the Ritz Carlton.

9.30 p.m. The Ambassador is now open with music
provided by the Gli Amici Trio.

11.00 p.m. to 12.30 a.m. Have a late snack in the Lido.

12.00 The Night Owls are merry to-

midnight ’W"‘

night in the Tropic Bar where Al
There will be NO CHANGE IN TIME tonight!

Richard

Foster plays for them.

; Holland America Cruises
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As we were in Manzanillo, Mexico, only six hours, didn't ret to see any of the
surrounding country, but as in Cabo San Lucas, the hills and mountains were bar-
ren, except for brush and a few trees. Tropical growth of cocoanuts and occasional
wildly bloomdng flowers were evidence that, if they could get the water, it would
be fertile country, between the rocky hills. We were told that there vere some
30,000 people there, but as the ship's figures have been wildly inaecurate be-
fore, 1 imagine there were double that.

Acapulco was a booming resort town, cireling a beautiful bay. As they have not
dredged out deep enough for ships %o com e into a pler, we had to anchor out in
the middle of the bay, and come in by temders, a five-minute ride. VWe saw no oth-
er ships, so they proéably have no sea commerce. There were hundreds of beauti-
ful char%er fishing yachts, and a sizeable native fishing fleet. April is a 1lit-
tle out of season, so there were not as many tourists as usual.

We had an interesting day there, during our visit of 12 hours. We got in at noon
and had our last American Express tour scheduled. They showed us mostly beautifui
and elaborate hotels, and the fanciest and perhaps most elaborate, made in the
style of a Mayan pyramid, with every outddde room having a balcony, was the Prin-
cess. But they made some enemies for life, for our bus let us out in the driveway
to get a quick look around, and two guards refused to let any of us in. One Wo-
man was determined, and they grabbed her and refused to let her in. T took off
around the back way and wen®é in anyway. There were many passengers sitting around
inside, having come by taxis. One of the billboards sald there was a Printing
Industries of America convention there.

So most of the passengers on the bus were furious, and when the guide started to
tell us about the hotel, we all shouted we didn't want to hear about it. That was
very poor public relations on the part of the hotel, for there are many influen-
tial people on the tour, and most of them have big mouths.

Another highlight was the high divers, which is stared once an hour at the back
of a small hotel. They have a successive series of balconies averlooking the sea,
and these high cliffs go down to form a small inlet, perhaps 20 feet across. The
diver posed awhile, then made a perfect dive 136 feet into 15 feet of water. He
had to jump out a ways, for the cliff was not straight down, but anpled slightly.
We kidded each other about volunteering to jump, and I doubt any of us would ,
;ve; for a fortune. Hit the water wrong from that height and you vould break your
ack.

One of the Mexican tour guides mentioned a bull fight, so I asked him privately
about 1t, and he said if a group was interested after the tour, he could arrange
a visit, as there was to be a bullfight Sunday night, from 5:30 to 7:00. So about
a dozen of us went, and found it very interesting. Martha and I had not been to
one before...somehow always missed the right day in our travels. They had a ring,
which held some 20,000 people, and the sides were very steep, vhich gave a good
view from every seat. It was only about a third full, or perhaps a quarter. But
guess it is slightly out of season there.

Thepe were four bulls that night, with two matadors. One took the first and third
bulls, the other the second and fourth. The bulls are raised out in the hills and
are supposed to never see a man an foot until they get in the ring. They have no

training at all for the bulls. All four vere big black ones, with mean horns curv-
ing forward.

The bull enters the rin% with a couple of little darts in his shoulder, vhich
probably make him mad. Then he's teased by pleadores, assistants with capes, who
dash back to cover when the bull comes for them. The matador is the star of the
show, and he masterfully dangles the cape in front of the bull, and neatly steps
aside when the bull rushes in. Two picadores come in on heavily padded horses,
with lances, and they try to sink a lance deeply into the bull, weakening him.




Sunrise: 6.46 a.m.

Sunset: 6.50 p.m.
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Sunday’s
program

Celestial bodies not only brighten the night sky, they lend
their names to days of the week. According to ancient
astrological beliefs, each hour was ruled by the sun, the
moon or by one of the other planets.

The first hour of Sunday was supposed to be ruled by the
sun — hence the name.

HAPPY BASTER

RELIGIOUS SERVICES

Catholic Mass at 9.45 a.m. Theater.
Protestant Service at 11.00 a.m, Theater.
Christian Science Service at 11.00 a.m.

W
g Library.

CRUISE WORD GAME no. 7

Answers to yesterday's word game - "Rio de Janeiro”.
radio - redan - rider - rodeo - rondo - oared - order
diner - donor - drain - drone - eider - ender - erode
erred - adore - aired - anode - ardor

FROM THE NEWSSTAND

‘We have just received an excellent selection of Mexi-
can postcards, both views and primitives, Also offered
are books of Mexican museums, native arts, costumes
and dances. Ideal souvenirs of your visit to this colorful
country!

MASSAGE AND HOTROOM

To help you reduce all those extra pounds gained on
the cruise.....!

Both for ladies and gentlemen, Make an appointment
with the masseur at the Indoor Pool, D-deck. Use ele-
vator 3 or 5, or phone 020,

Massage $ 5.00. Coupons for five massages at reduced
rate of $ 20.00 only.

AROUND THE WORLD CRUISE MERCURY 1975
We still have a few of these beautiful books available,
and those passengers wishing to have an extra copy are
welcome to ask for them at the Front Office desk.

WINNERS OF THE NORTH PACIFIC
SHUFFLEBOARD TOURNAMENT

Mrs. Suzie Adams and Mr., Christof Schuffpler.
Runners-up: Mr. Herman Klumpass and

Mr. Maurice Brown,

CHAMPAGNE DRAWING
Yesterday's lucky number was 196089.
Congratulations to Mr, Stanley M. Swartley.

QUOTE FOR THE DAY
Diseases may be cured, but not destiny.
Chinese proverb

SHORE EXCURSION NOTICE
The American Express Shore Excursion Office will be
open today from 2.30 to 4.30 p.m. only.

CRUISE HIGHLIGHTS

7.00 to 9.00 a.m. Enjoy early coffee, juice and rolls in
the Lido.

8.00 a.m. Yoga: Helps you to relax. Sky Room, Bridge
deck. With Mrs. Suzie Adam. Please bring
a towel.

9.00 a.m. The Sports decks are open.

9.00 a.m. Golf nets are open all day for a practice
session. Prom. deck.

9.30 to 10.30 a.m, Trapshooting on Prom. deck aft
(weather permitting).

10.00 a.m. Shuffleboard on Sun deck.

11.00 a.m. Hostess corner. Meet Eloise. She may have
the answers you are looking for. Club Room.

12,15 p.m. The voice from the bridge.

12.30 pam. Bob Hull plays your requests in the Lido.

2.30 p.m. Duplicate bridge game. Club Room.

3.00 p.m. 1975 World Cruise Gin Rummy Tourna-
ment, Lido Café, starboard side aft.

3.30 p.m. Enjoy afternoon tea in the Lounge.

4.00 p.m. Concert. Special piano recital by internatio-
nal concert pianist Claude-France Journés.
Theater.

5.45 and 7.30 p.m. Cocktail music in the Ambassador
and the Lounge.

6.30 and 8.15 p.m. A special Easter Dinner will be
served in both Diningrooms.

8.00 p.m. Dancing in the Lounge.

8.15 and 10.00 p.m, Showtime. Special Easter show.
‘We proudly present one of America's all
time great recording stars Helen O'Connell
and that super marionette Rex Castle and
his little people, Lounge.

9.30 p.m. The Ambassador is now open with music
provided by the Gli Amici Trio.

11.00 p.m. Special Easter Showbuffet, "A picture in
food"” to tempt both your eye and your
appetite. Camera fans are invited to record
this masterpiece before it disappears. Club
Room,

12.00 The Night Owls are it again

midnight 1, with Al Foster in the Tropic

Bar.

Tonight the clocks will be set FORWARD 60 minutes!

42 Holland America Cruises
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ile felt sorry for the horses, for they meekly stood there asthef bull tried to
gore them. They must have been wonderfully trained, for an ordinary horse would
go wild under those circumstances. They were blindfolded, but couldn't help but
know what was going on with their hearing and smell. Onee a bull knocked a horse
and rider do wn, but was diverted by other picadores from goring. After being
lanced, the matador plays the cape awhile, sometimes even going onto a knee as
the bull rushes the cape inches from his body.

About six lances, called banderillas, are plunged deeply into the bull's shoulder,
by helpers called banderilleros. They are put in two at a time, with the matador
playing with the bull between banderillas. If the lances miss, or are not in
deep, the chance is not repeated. The bloody banderilleros are sold after the
figh%, and the better the fight, the more demand for them.

A1l this time the bull is not given an instant's rest, and with his wounds and
loss of blood, is beginning to stumble and slow down. So the matador rets a
sword and after preliminary display, tries to plunge it deep into the bull's
neck, getting it as close to the bull's heart as possible. A perfect thrust is
not always attained, so they tried again, or plunged it deeper after theinitial
thrust. So after a few more weakened rushes, the bull keels over, a man rushes
over the sticks a dagger into the base of the skull. If it was a good fight, the
matador is awarded an ear, and is given flowers. Meantime, a chain is put around
the bull's neck, a pair of mudes come out, and he is dragged from the ring.

The bull is sold to butchers. All four bulls were good on the night of our visit,
and the matador was awarded an ear in one of the fights. The matador was gored in
his shoulder, which wes bleeding, but it didn't seem to bother him, and he went
into the ring a second time after the wound occurred.

All in all, I didn't care for the bullfight. It's extreme cruelty inflicted on
the bulls, as they must be in agony from the darts, lances and swvord wounds. Ard
sometimes the horses are wounded or killed. It's bloody as well, and I've rever
cared for that. Have always been curious to see one, so having seen it, don't
care if I ever go again.

Acapulco is a city about the size of Fort VWorth, but spread out on narrow flat
portions of land around the circle of bay, with hills rising steeply on all
sides. More and more homes are being built on the hills, and many have climbed
over to the other side of the hills in an urban sprawl. Another smaller bay is
reached after a spectacular climb over the mountains, but it is reserved for
hotels, beaches and residences. We were told all beaches in Mexico were publie
proper%y, and in some cases where fancy hotels establish and maintain beautiful
beaches for their guests, they sometimes build another one nearby for the public,
with facilities, to entice the public off their more exclusive beaches.

A "gypsy market" was near the landing place, with every imaginable thing for sale
they thought a tourist might want. Hundreds of little booths, under tents and
sheds. We have all the goodies we want, so strolled through fust out of curiosity.
One has to bargain, and they'll come down half on their price if you just walk
away. Probably triple the price to begin with, vhen they see us coming.

Tourism is the number one industry in Acapulco, with cocoanuts second. Copra, made
from dried cocoanut, is a big industry...and ishsed in margapine, food, and a ‘ost
of other praducts throughout the world. Several enormous hotels have closed there,
outdated by the newer, fancier ones. It seems too bad they couldn't go in and re-
model and rebulld, rather than have theee immense blocks of buildings just stand
vacant, and get smashed up by vandals and become eyesores. We saw no American hip=-
pies at all...heard that several years ago the Mexican government benned them,

as they're parasites, they either go back home or languish years in jail. |




Sunrise 5.44 a.m.

Sunset 5.53 p.m.
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Thursday’s
program

Celestial bodies not only brighten the night sky, they lend
their names to days of the week. According to ancient
astrological beliefs, each hour was ruled by the sun, the
moon or by one of the other planets.

When we come to the fifth day, Jupiter the god of thunder
gains the ascendency of the first hour. The old English
equivalent for the thunder god — taken from the Scandina-
vians was Thor — which gradually developed into Thursday.

RELIGIOUS SERVICE in the Theater.
Catholic Mass at 9.30 a.m.

%

ARRANGEMENTS AT YOKOHAMA

The s.s. "Rotterdam” is expected to dock at Yokohama
at approximately 2.00 p.m. As soon as the ship has been
cleared by local authorities passengers may proceed
ashore, carrying their Japanese landing cards with

them.
Ship sails for Honolulu at 6.00 p.m. tomorrow Friday 21

SHORE EXCURSION NOTICE

The American Express Shore Excursion Office will be
open today from 9.30 to 11.30 a.m. only.

The following tours will depart from the pierside:

2.30 p.m. - Tour 86 - Kamakura and the Daibutsu
230 p.m. - Tour 90 - Tokyo—]Japanese Capital

WELCOME ARRANGEMENTS AT YOKOHAMA
The Yokohama Fire Brigade Brass Band will give a
welcome performance on the quay during the vessel's
berthing manouever, weather permitting.

A representative of the Mayor of Yokohama City and
officials of the Yokohama International Welcome
Association, accompanied by "Miss Yokohama", wiil
visit the ship immediately upon berthing to extend a
welcome to our officers and passengers. "Miss
Yokohama” will present bouquets and souvenirs to
the Captain, Hotel Manager and Cruise Director and
a small souvenir will be distributed to each of the
passengers,

SIGHTSEEING IN YOKOHAMA

There are a great many interesting things to see and
do in the city and chief among them is a visit to the
Sankeien Garden, 47 acres of lovely trees and plants.
Notice the three-storied pagoda, 82 feet high and over
500 years old. Close by is the Hasseiden, or Hall of
Eight Sages, a hexangular-shaped building which hous-
es the image of Gautama, Confucius, Socrates, Christ,
Prince Shotoku, and Saints Kobo, Shinran and Nichi-
ren. A large mirror placed among these images sym-
bolizes the Universe. Nogeyama Fark, the largest park
in Yokohama, contains a wonderful example of Japa-
nese land-scape gardening and a zoo. Also visit the
Sonjiji Temple, one of the greatest Buddhist monasteries
in Japan; the famed Iseyama Daijingu, a Shinto shrine;
and the Gaijin Bochi (Foreigner's Cemetery). The sou-
venir shops in Motomachi and Isezaki-cho are the best
spots to do your shopping.

s "Rotterdam” _ Captain A. H. Lagaay, Commander

Worldcruise 1975 G. A. Adriaansens, Hotel Manager
Sean Meaney,

Cruise Director

CHAMPAGNE DRAWING
Yesterday's lucky number was 117644.
Congratulations to Mr. W. G. Stackler.

MEAL HOURS

Breakfast at regular hours

Lido Breakfast at regular hours

Luncheon: 12.30 to 2.00 p.m. (open sitting),
Lido Luncheon: 12.30 to 2.30 p.m.

Dinner at regular hours and sittings.

CRUISE HIGHLIGHTS
The Ritz Carlton and the Tropic Bar
will be closed in port.

7.00 to 9.00 a.m. Enjoy early coffee, juice and rolls in
the Lido.

8.00 a.m. Yoga: Helps you to relax. Sky Room, Bridge
deck. With Mrs. Suzie Adam. Please bring
a towel.

9.00 a.m. The Sports decks are open.

9.00 a.m. Golf nets are open all day for a practice
session, Prom. deck.

9.30 to 10.30 a.m. Trapshooting on Prom. deck aft
(weather permitting).

10.00 a.m. Shuffleboard. Sun deck.

10.00 a.m. Novice Duplicate Bridge Game. Prizes o
winners. All are welcome. Club Room.

1030 am. Yokohama and Tokyo, Lecture by Mr.
James Arthur Lyons. Theater.

2.00 p.m. Welcome reception by the Yokohama
Municipal Office with Miss Yokohama.
Lounge.

3.30 p.m. Enjoy afternoon tea in the Lounge.

5.45 and 7.30 p.m. Cocktail music in the Ambassador
and the Lounge. The Lido Bar is also open
until 8.15 p.m. for cocktails.

8.00 p.m. Music for your dancing and listening plea-
sure provided by the Terry James Orches-
tra. Lounge.

9.45 pm.

9.30 p.m. The Ambassador is now open with music
provided by the Gli Amici Trio.

\ MOVIE! "The Optimists”, Com-

=¥ edy drama, starring Peter Sellers

@ and Donna Mullane (110 mins.,
== rated PG). Theater.

11.00 p.m, to 12,30 a.m. Have a late snack in the Lido.

12.00 1 The Ambassador is the new nest

midnight 1, for the Night Owls in port.

Holland America Cruises
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Our trip is nearing to a close, and while glad to get home, can't help having re-
grets at leaving this beautifui ship and the friends we've madeAboard her. There
will be many tearful farewells, with promises to get in touch...but they are
rarely kept, we have found.

One of the things we've been looking fowward to is transversing the Panama Canal.

We were not supposed to stop in Panama City, except to let off a coupte of tours,

but we came in about three hours early, and went sightseeing about 9:30 Vednesday

night. I had always thought of Panama as a ragged banana republic, but except for

the signs in Spanish, it could be most any moderate size American city...about the
size of Fort Worth.

About the onl y place open that late at night was the El Panama Hotel, formerly
the Hilton Inn, and it was a nice enough hotel, but no”thing spectacular. We went
there with two other couples, and after browsing through a drugstore and a gamb-
ling casino, the rest voted to return to the ship. I walked down the street.a few
blocks, but except for another small hotel and a McDonald's, there was nothing
open.

The gambling casinofwas interesting, as it was the first professional one I remem-
ber being in. The walls were lined with slot machines, probably 75 to 100 of them.
And plenty of takers pulling the handles. One man had a handful of wrapped coins,
and was playing two machines at once. The blackjack interested me, so I invested
#10 in chips, and they lasted about half an hour. They used about four decks of
cards, shuffied together, cut by a player, and placed in a dispenser; and the
dealer removed them one at a time. There were about eight tables, with a dealer
and a watcher at each, and about every 15 minutes the dealer wonld go on to the
next table, thus rotating to every table about every two hours. I guess this elim-
inates fraud between a dealer and a player, as no player seemed to leave vhen the
dealers changed.

They had $1 and $5 chips, and one man, vho looked to be a laborer, was betting

as high as $50 on each phay...and winning. It looked like he had as much as $500
in chips, and periodically they would pay him off with several $20's. But the rest
of us bet from $2 to $5 on each play. It seemed funny, but I was way ahead, and
when they changed dealers, lost it all. The new dealer doesn't reshufflg...he

j§St wegt thru the four decks of cards in the dispenser, shuffling only when run-
ning out.

We all got up early Thursday morning to see us thru the canal, and by the time we
got on deck we were in the first lock. Two excursion parties got off the ship

at 6:00, one to fly and visit the San Blas islands lying off the coast, where
there lived very primitive tribes of Indians, and thef other party did some sight-
seeing and went across the Isthmus by train. There were about 25 members in each

party, and we picked them up at the other end at Cristobal, vhere they came out
in tenders.

The Panama Canal was built by the United States between 1904 and 191%, and ceded
to the US forever by the Republic of Panama. There has been some bickering since,
but we seem to be hoZlding onto it firmly, and operating it more efficiently than
anyone else could. As usual, we get blamed for everything, but if it wasn't for us,
the Panamanians would still'be living in a jungle or poverty, instead of the mod-
ern, prosperous country they have. Most of their economy hinges on the canal, and
the enormous amounts of money it generates.

The canah makes enough to be self-sufficient, costing the American taxpayer noth-
}ng. Some 38 to ko'shlps go_thru daily, around the clock, and pay an average of
$10,000 for the prlvile%e. It cost our large ship ab out $20,0003 while our old
lovely "Canberra" pays $23,600 every time she goes thru.




Sunrise: 6.23 a.m.

Sunset: 6.28 p.m.
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Day 81

Monday’s
program

Celestial bodies not only brighten the night sky, they lend
their names to days of the week. According to ancient
astrological beliefs, each hour was ruled by the sun, the
moon or by one of the other planets.

Monday'’s first hour was thought to be under the influence
of the moon — the earth’s satellite — so we have Monday.

RELIGIOUS SERVICE in the Theater,
Catholic Mass at 9.30 a.m.

SHORE EXCURSION NOTICE

The American Express Shore Excursion Office will be
open today from 9.30 to 11.30 a.m. and from 2.30 to
430 p.m.

MASSAGE AND HOTROOM

To help you reduce all those extra pounds gained on
the cruise ..... !

Both for ladies and gentlemen. Make an appointment
with the masseur at the Indoor Pool, D-deck. Use ele-
vator 3 or 5, or phone 020,

Massage $ 5.00. Coupons for five massages at reduced
rate of $ 20.00 only.

GOLF PITCHING CONTEST WINNERS
Men: Mr. David Shore & Mr. W. G. Stackler,
Ladies: Mrs. Sophie Trout.

CHAMPAGNE DRAWING
Yesterday's lucky number was 190231,
Congratulations to Mr. John L. Aab.

THOUGHT FOR THE DAY

‘We are travelers in the wilderness of this world, and

the best we find in our travels is an honest friend.
Robert Louis Stevenson

CRUISE HIGLIGHTS

7.00 to 9.00 a.m. Enjoy early coffee, juice and rolls in
the Lido.

8.00 a.m. Yoga: Helps you to relax. Sky Room, Bridge
deck. With Mrs. Suzie Adam. Please bring

a towel.
9.00 a.m. The Sports decks are open.
9.00 a.m. Golf nets are open all day for a practice
session. Prom. deck.
9.30 to 10.30 a.m., Trapshooting on Prom. deck aft
(weather permitting) .
with the Thomp Four
will take place on Prom. deck, starboard
side (near the Ping-Pong tables).
10.00 a.m. French class - "Ici Paris” with Andre Ma-
melle, Smoking Room.
10.00 a.m. Shuffleboard on Sun deck.

10.00 a.m.

s.5. "Rotterdam”  Captain A. H. Lagaay, Commander
Hotel Manager

Cruise Director

Worldcruise 1975 G. A. Adriaansens,
Sean Meaney,

10.30 a.m. Bridge for beginners. Lesson 8 with your
Travel-with-Goren expert Mr. Milton Bron-
ston. Club Room.

11.00 a.m. Hostess corner. Meet Eloise. She may have
the answers you are looking for. Club

Room.

11.00 a.m. Boatdrill ONLY for those passengers who
boarded our ship in Manzanillo and Aca-
pulco, Please assemble at Boatstation 9 on
Boat deck, starboard side and bring lifebelt
with you.

11.30 a.m. Complimentary dance class with Ray & Lisa
in the Lounge. (Private lessons by appoint-
ment. )

12.15 p.m. The voice from the bridge.

12.30 p.m. Bob Hull plays your requests in the Lido.

2.30 p.m. Duplicate bridge game, Club Room.

2.30 p.m. Meet your art instructor Mr. Richard Demp-
sey in the Lounge, starboard side. Bring
your pads and pencils.

3.00 p.m. Gin Rummy. Lido Café, starboard side.

3.30 p.m. Enjoy afternoon tea in the Lounge.

330 and \, MOVIE! "Plaza Suite". Comedy,
9.30 p.m. =)} starring Walter Matthau and
(@3%] Maureen Stapleton (115 minutes,

rated PG). Theater.

4.00 p.m. Book review. Jeanette Greenspan reviews
"Carrying the Fire” by Michael Collins.
Smoking Room.

5.30 p.m. Members of the Masonic Lodge, wives and
widows and members of the Eastern Star
are cordially invited to a Cocktail Party in
the Ritz Carlton.

5.45 and 7.30 p.n. Cocktail music in the Ambassador
and the Lounge.

630 and 8.15 p.m. A special Mexican Style Dinner
will be served in our Diningrooms,

8.15 and 10.00 p.m. Showtime. Starring Ellen Sutton
with songs to remember, Rex Castle and his
little people, and our super dance team Ray
and Lisa, Lounge,

9.30 p.m. Swing and sway in the Ritz Carlton to the

music of the Bonafides Quartet.

The Ambassador is now open with music

provided by the Gli Amici Trio.

11.00 p.m. to 12,30 a.m. Have a late snack in the Lido.

12.00 The Night Owls are kicking up

midnight 1 their heels tonight in their nest

with Al Foster providing the
music. Tropic Bar,

9.30 p.m.

Tonight the clocks will be set FORWARD 30 minutes!

2 Holland America Cruises
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lost ships in the world are built with the Panama and Suez canals in minds and
except for the new gigantic tankers who go 'round the horn, almost all the ships
fit the canal, within its 110 feet wide, 1,000 feet long locks. A ship officer
told us the "France," the largest existing ship in the world, was planned to go
within those dimensions, and someone blundered in their measurements, so it got
three feet too wide, and couldn't use the canal, Of course, I imagine some of
the new tankers are longer and wider now...she wasthe largest crulse ship.

The canah cuts across the narrowest part of the continent, some 50 miles, and is
no t at all straight...it meanders in several places. At the time of construc-
tion the technology and equipment didn't exist to make a sea-level canal, which
would be more ideal; and vhile possible today it would be difficult. The main
difficulty would be sea tides. On the Pacific side the tides vary as much as 22
feet, while on the Atlantic only two or three feet...so this would send a great
surge of water thro_ugh a sea-level cut that would be hard to control.

One of the entertainers said he was one of 12 kids, and it was the fault of the
whistle. A train came by their house every morning just before daylight, and
whistd@d, waking his dad up. It was too late to go back to sleep, and too early
to go to work.

A ship is brought up to the first lock by a couple of tugs, and lines are brought
on from mxmefxiw "mules,'" small electric locomotives who accompany us through

the locks. We had two on each side in front, and one on each side in the rear.

1t looked like the front two did the pulling, while the other four kept us cent-
ered in the locks, which at times had a meager few feet clearance. As we got
entirely in the lock, with the four "miles" acting as brakes, the gigantic doors
were closed behind us, water came bubbling from below, and wve rose slowly. Then
when our highest levei matched the lowest level of the next lock, the large doors
opened in front, and the "mules" took us into the next lock, which were gigantic
boxes or resembled bathtubs.

With three locks we entered one of the largest man-made lakes in the vorld, Gatun
lake] 85 feet above sea level, and part of the time were escorted thru cuts by
the "mules," tugs and on our own power. All the ater used comes from Gatun lake
and one or two smaller ones, runoff from rain. There are no pumps, so fresh
water is run down thru the locks into the oceans, with each ship using some 52
million gallons of water. Smaller ships sometimes gang up and go into a lock to-
gether.

A ship has to give 48 hours' notice before its arrival and make an appointment for
transit. And usually sit awhile until its turn. The canal puts a pilob on board
who is in complete charge vhile in the canal, and we had some 12 laborers to hand-
le the lines ad d cables. As in most government projects, it looked like tvo did
the work and ten watched. But ve couldn't criticize the efficiency of the canal,
for we got thru in less than six hours, while they said eight hours was average.

In the dry season they have a problem with a water shortage, but still operate and
put restrictions on how deep a ship sits in thewater, forcing some to limilt their
cargoes. That, and the high fee seems a pretty price to pay for transit, but the
canal saves some 22 days and 8,000 miles of cruising round the Horn, which we
were told would co st them ten times as much as the canal fees.

One of the entertainers, from the Carlibbean, sang a cute song which told a story
of a young man who fell in love with a girl, but his father told him he couldn't
marry her, as "she's your sister, but your mother don't know." And the same with
a second girl. So the young man went to his mother and asked what to do. She said,
"marry the girl...your father's not your father, but he don't know."

And a drunk went duck hunting with a retreiver dog...after he shot a duck the dog |

ran out on the top of the water and brought it back. So he got a gflﬁ to%g §%Tige
and took him hunting. The thing was repeated, an e as'e I

F?gggg 3hg%tggsiﬁought. "T think that stupid dog can't swim," was the ansver.
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Sunrise: 6.28 a.m.

Sunset: 644 p.m.
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Friday’s
program

Celestial bodies not only brighten the night sky, they lend
their names to days of the week. According to ancient
astrological beliefs, each hour was ruled by the sun, the
moon or by one of the other planets.

Astrology has it that the planet Venus named after the god
of love exerted gentle influence over the first hour of
Friday. Ancient Scandinavians, Anglo-Saxons and Germans
all named this day after a goddess allied to the divine Venus.
The Anglo-Saxon goddess was Odin’s wife, Frigga: Friday.

RELIGIOUS SERVICE in the Theater.
Catholic Mass at 9.30 a.m.

SHORE EXCURSION NOTICE

The American Express Shore Excursion Office will be
closed during the ship’s stay in Honolulu,

The following tour will depart from the pierside:

9.00 am. - Tour 92 - Honolulu and Waikiki Beach

MEAL HOURS

Breakfast: 7.30 to 9.00 a.m.

Lido Breakfast: 7.30 to 10.30 a.m.
Luncheon: 1.00 to 2.00 p.m. (open sitting).
Lido Luncheon: 1.00 to 2.30 p.m.

Dinner at regular hours and sittings.

DUPLICATE BRIDGE WINNERS
Mirs. M. Loewenstern & Col. E, Alldredge - N.S.
Mr. & Mzs. George Crounse - E.W.

HAWAIIAN FACTS

The name Hawaii is exactly pronounced Hay-wy-ee.
It is not High-wah-yah. Honolulu is Ho-no-lulu, It is
not Hahn-alula. The "o" is full and pronounced as in
hoe and the "u" is oo.

Although the islands lie in the northern margin of the
tropics, they have a subtropical climate because cool
waters from the Bering Sea drift into the region.

The temperature of the surrounding ocean is about 10°
lower than in other regions of the same latitude.

TRAVELER'S CREED

Travel is many things: It is adventure, it is discovery,
it is education, it is the opening of the heart and mind to
new friendships, new vistas of stirring, lovely things.
The riches brought home by the traveler are in pro-
portion to the stores he takes out with him. Therefore,
let the traveler to the wealth of adventure that is the
‘World take with him something of the peoples he visit-
ed, their cultures and languages, and he will be doubly
rewarded in his search for treasure.

QUOTE FOR THE DAY
All the good maxims have been written.
It only remains to put them into practice.
Blaine Pascal

s.s. "Rotterdam”  Captain A. H. Lagaay, Commander

Worldcruise 1975 G. A. Adriaansens, Hotel Manager
Sean Meaney, Cruise Director

CHAMPAGNE DRAWING
Yesterday's lucky number was 212604.
Congratulations to Mrs. Noel E. M. Taylor.

GIN RUMMY TOURNAMENT
Winner: Mr. E. M. Berezin.
Runner-up: Mrs. Bella Gitlin,

SAFETY ABOARD

Do not smoke in bed. Extinguish cigarette butts and
matches and always put them in ashtrays. Do not throw
lighted cigarettes or cigars butts over the side of the
ship - they could blow back and start a fire,

Smoking is not permitted during boat drill, or in the
Theater.

CRUISE HIGHLIGHTS

7.00 a.m. Enjoy early morning coffee, juice and rolls.

ido.

330 p.m. Enjoy afternoon tea in the Lounge.

5.45 and 7.30 p.m. Cocktail music in the Ambassador
and the Lounge.

8.00 p.m. Music for your dancing and listening plea-
sure provided by the Bonafides Quartet in
the Lounge.

9.00 p.m. Showtime, The Lucy Lee Hawaiian Show.
Lounge.

9.30 p.m. The Ambassador is now open with music
provided by the Gli Amici Trio.

930 p.m. Swing and sway to the big sound of the
Terry James Orchestra in the Ritz Carlton.

10.00 p.m, \ MOVIE! ”Tall Blonde Man
@. With One Black Shoe”, Comedy,
starring Pierre Richard and
==/ Mircille Darc (rated PG. 95
minutes). Theater,
11.00 p.m. Have a late snack in the Lido,
11.00 p.m. to 12.30 a.m. Barbeque on deck and dancing
under the stars to the music of the Bonafides

Quartet.
12.00 midnight Ship sails for San Diego.
12.00 \ The Night Owls flack around
midnight 1 around Al Foster in their nest the

Tropic Bar.

There will be NO CHANGE IN TIME tonight!

@ Holland America Cruises
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March 27, 1975
Returning to Yokohama vas like a return home in some respects...it seemed fam-
iliar, and a place easy to navigate. It is some 20 miles from Tokyo, a 20-minute
train ride. We were approached bya taxi driver to drive us there for a mere $28,
but it didn't take much thought to turn him down.

Last year one of the highlights of the voyage was a visit to the Kokusail theater
in Tokyo, where some 200 beautiful girls put on a fantastic stage show, some-
thing on the order of the Rockettes at Radio City Music Hall in New York. But
this was a much more spectacular performance and lasted much longer. As Martha
was incapaciated and didn't feel up to it, I got on the Tokyo train on the aft-
ernoon of arrival, determined to see the show on our one night there. Another
couple from the sﬁip wanted to see the show also, so we went to the Imperial
hotel, near the train station, to see how to get to the theater.

At the information desk we were told the Kokusai theater was a long distance off,
but there was a similar (and as good) a show across the street, with some 150
girl performers. So we killed time in the beautiful Imperial, admiringé the many
beautifully costumed Japanese girls in kimonas in the lobby. I suspect they hire
most of them to lend color, as few kimonas are seen in the rest of Japan.

The show turned out to be a Japanese version of "Brigadoon," with a gorgeously-
colored stage and costumes...but no action. For a small fee we were given little
hand-held receiving sets with an ear piece, that translated the action into Eng-
lish. But as this was our only night in Toﬁyo, felt it was wasted on Brigadoon,

so we stomped out. A young man who spoke English kindly telenhoned the Kokusai
and found we were too late to see a performance; but if we had gotten there first,
would have seen it. So that was $6 wasted! . I #&ft the other couple, and went

to a little theater down the street, sort of tame strip show, with action that
escaped me...so returned to the ship early. It was a drizzly evening, but not
cold, and I was glad to have brought an umbrella.

On our arrival at Yokohama, a large band met us, 56 members, disconcertedly play-
ing under a balcony at the pder, to keep out of the drizzle. They must have
thought us Australians, for they played "Waltzing Matilda" as their opening num~
ber, and followed with other numbers including "fhe Saints Go Marching In." Very
gooé. Beautifully decorating the pier, also, vere Miss Yokohama and Miss Tokyo,
who came aboard, and after a short weicoming ceremony, posed for nictures. I got
a couple of dandies (if my lens cap wasn't on?). They passed out gifts to the

p;:sengers present, and as usual, some made hogs of themselves and got tvo or
ee.

We teamed up with Dr. and Mrs. Walker to hire a car and driver to gp end our full
day on a trip to a little mountain village near Fuji. At daybreak, Fuji neeked
through and I got a picture, but she hid all day in the fog, until our departure,
when she posed a few minutes with the sun going down behind her.

Dr, Walker came through the dining room, looking for his "first wife," and Martha
told the story of the dying wife, who called her husband to her death bed, and
asked one wish. She said it was all right if he remarried, but to please not let

No. % wear her clothes. He said "that's all right, dear; she's not your size any-
way.

On the way, many miles of industrial and housing, we came to some beautiful foot-
hills, and resorts. One had sulphur springs bubbiing up, afid a spectacular fini-
cular ride up the mountain. But we lacked the time to take; and anyway, fog was
creeping in., We came to a gorgeous lake, with an old emperor's summer palace on
one shore, and a sure-enough Dutech windmill turning beside it. The palace was pic-
tured on one of Japan's banknotes. We ate lunch at a little village, delicious and
very reasonable priced at some {i+ per person. I used a lot of film laking pictures
of the ferry boats, speed boats, mountains and unique village.
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The last day aboard ship, and filled with regrets. There are so many things we
could have done, and didn't take advantage of...and every day e meet wvonderful
people that have been aboard all along, but we never made the effort to get to
know them back when we had time to cultivate friendships. There are alwvays reso-
lutions that we'll do different the next cruise, but we probably won't.

Attended a resume of the trip yesterday by the port lecturer. He made some 80
slides so far, and showed them. Brazil and Africe seem such a long time ago now,
they seem like another cruise. But we've seen so much, in such a short length of
time, it'shard to assimilate. Will probably come into focus with time, and vhen
we get our pictures back. But he pointed out our lives and attitudes will never
be the same after this world cruise; for instance, if we see some thing in the
paper about a riot in Bombay, we can picture it, and the people there, and the
conditions...for we have been there. We now realize personally that two-thirds
of the human race is still living on dirt floors with barely enough to eat, and
that should color our beliefs and attitudes.

We saw a marvelous show last night with a marionette artist named Rex Castle,
about the third one he's put on. He has one of his puppets ouffing on a real
cigarette and playing a rinky-tink pianoj; and another vampish gal who actually
picked up a glass of wine and drank it, without spilling a drop.

His wife, Ellen Sutton, a 300-pounder, sat in the background his first act, and
1 was prepared to dislike her. But she turned jout to be a great singer on the
order of Sophie Tucker, and she made a great hit with us. Said shehad dieted
once to 139 pounds, but lost her voice, so to heck with it.

A tall Texan went to Paris, and into a bar. As he was looking around, a little
gal asked if he wanted to dance. He said "T ain't no Fred Astaire, but I'll give
it a try." Then she asked if he wanted a drink, and he said "I ain't no Dean Mar-
tin, but I'll have one." And when she asked him to her room, he said "I ain't no
Frank Sinatra, but let's go." The natural course of events followed, and after=-
ward she“said "How about fifty dollars?" He said, "I ain't no gigelo, but I'll
take it.

The ship personnel vere somewhat eeluctant to let us take a kitehen tour, but
after we saw another passenger go to the kitchen during a meal, we put on a 1it-
tle pressure...and they have us a brief tour yesterday. The kitchems are the full
width of the ship, a deck under the dining halls, and are reached by a pair of
down esculators on one side, and up esculators on the other side. It would seem
quite tricky to balance the heavy trays of food and &ink up the esenlators, but
guess they get enough practice. All the cooking is done by electric ovens and
grills...and it must be quite a problem to guess how much of something to cook

up to keep ahead of the diners, yet not overcook and have to throw it out. But
our guide said they can pretty well guess from the first sitting how much demand
there is for certain dishes, and they can taper off or accelerate cooking to meet
our tastes.

A fellow told me an Aggie had a wood lot in East Texas, and vhen a city slicker
salesman came thru with a chain saw, the Aggie believed the sales pitch that he
could triple his wood cutting with a chain saw, and so bought one., A couple of
weeks later he took it to the city and said it didn't up his production at all...
in fact, was slowee than his old hand saw. The salesman couldn't umlerstand that,
so tdooﬂ it into a back room and cranked it up. It started perfectly, and the
Aggie stuck his head around the partition and said "What's that noise?"

And the only pair vho can live as cheaply as one nowadays are a mule and a soarrow;
Eyeryogf ig ;usy §ackingdtoda o0 sOT hi%f of usé ?s over 3001 assenggrs a{e get-
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Sunrise: 6.28 a.m.

Sunset: 644 p.m.

INFORMAL DRESS

MARCH 28, 1975

Friday’s
program

Celestial bodies not only brighten the night sky, they lend
their names to days of the week. According to ancient
astrological beliefs, each hour was ruled by the sun, the
moon or by one of the other planets.

Astrology has it that the planet Venus named after the god
of love exerted gentle influence over the first hour of
Friday. Ancient Scandinavians, Anglo-Saxons and Germans
all named this day after a goddess allied to the divine Venus.
The Anglo-Saxon goddess was Odin’s wife, Frigga: Friday.

RELIGIOUS SERVICE in the Theater.
Catholic Mass at 9.30 a.m.

SHORE EXCURSION NOTICE

The American Express Shore Excursion Office will be
closed during the ship’s stay in Honolulu.

The following tour will depart from the pierside:

9.00 a.m. - Tour 92 - Honolulu and Waikiki Beach

MEAL HOURS

Breakfast: 7.30 to 9.00 a.m.

Lido Breakfast: 7.30 to 10.30 a.m.
Luncheon: 1.00 to 2.00 p.m. (open sitting).
Lido Luncheon: 1.00 to 2.30 p.m.

Dinner at regular hours and sittings.

DUPLICATE BRIDGE WINNERS
Mrs. M. Loewenstern & Col. E, Alldredge - N.S.
Mr. & Mrs, George Crounse - E-W.

HAWAIIAN FACTS

The name Hawaii is exactly pronounced Hay-wy-ee.
It is not High-wah-yah. Honolulu is Ho-no-lulu, It is
not Hahn-alula. The "o" is full and pronounced as in
hoe and the ""u" is oo.

Although the islands lie in the northern margin of the
tropics, they have a subtropical climate because cool
waters from the-Bering Sea drift into the region.

The temperature of the surrounding ocean is about 10°
lower than in other regions of the same latitude.

TRAVELER'S CREED

Travel is many things: It is adventure, it is discovery,
it is education, it is the opening of the heart and mind to
new friendships, new vistas of stirring, lovely things.
The riches brought home by the traveler are in pro-
portion to the stores he takes out with him. Therefore,
let the traveler to the wealth of adventure that is the
‘World take with him something of the peoples he visit-
ed, their cultures and languages, and he will be doubly
rewarded in his search for treasure.

QUOTE FOR THE DAY
All the good maxims have been written,
It only remains to put them into practice.
Blaine Pascal

s.s. "Rotterdam”  Captain A, H. Lagaay, Commander

‘Worldcruise 1975 G. A. Adriaansens, Hotel Manager
Sean Meaney, Cruise Director

CHAMPAGNE DRAWING
Yesterday's lucky number was 212604
Congratulations to Mrs. Noel E. M. Taylor.

GIN RUMMY TOURNAMENT
Winner: Mr, E. M. Berezin,
Runner-up: Mrs, Bella Gitlin,

SAFETY ABOARD

Do not smoke in bed. Extinguish cigarette butts and
matches and always put them in ashtrays. Do not throw
lighted cigarettes or cigars butts over the side of the
ship - they could blow back and start a fire.

Smoking is not permitted during boat drill, or in the
Theater.

CRUISE HIGHLIGHTS

7.00 a.m. Enjoy early morning coffee, juice and rolls.

Lido.

330 p.m. Enjoy afternoon tea in the Lounge.

5.45 and 7.30 p.m, Cocktail music in the Ambassador
and the Lounge.

8.00 p.m. Music for your dancing and listening plea-
sure provided by the Bonafides Quartet in
the Lounge.

9.00 p.m. Showtime, The Lucy Lee Hawaiian Show.

ounge.

9.30 p.m. The Ambassador is now open with music
provided by the Gli Amici Trio.

9.30 p.m. Swing and sway to the big sound of the
Terry James Orchestra in the Ritz Carlton.

10.00 p.m. N MOVIE! “Tall Blonde Man
=) With One Black Shoe”. Comedy,
@ starring Pierre Richard and

Mireille Darc (rated PG. 95
minutes). Theater,
11.00 p.m. Have a late snack in the Lido,
11.00 p.m. to 12.30 a.m, Barbeque on deck and dancing
under the stars to the music of the Bonafides

Quartet.
12.00 midnight Ship sails for San Diego.
12.00 The Night Owls flack around
midnight IGA, around Al Foster in their nest the
W“ Tropic Bar.

There will be NO CHANGE IN TIME tonight!
P

Holland America Cruises




