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The opportunity came in the spring of 1861. It might have started with something as simple
as a newspaper advertisement placed by one of the emigration agents.  The Canterbury

Association with its Church of England aspirations was long gone.  Immigration was in the
hands of the Provincial Council, strongly supported by the New Zealand government.  The

regulations hadn't changed much and they had just begun to advertise in Ireland.

The Chrysolite, was scheduled to call at Down.  They didn't even have to travel to London or
Plymouth. If they were found suitable a least two thirds of their passage would be paid.  The
girls would probably get a free passage because young women were in demand as domestic

servants and wives.  All they had to do was get accepted and outfit themselves.  

There was one problem.  The printed material which consisted of application forms and a list 
of regulations and requirements stated quite clearly that applicants should be young, 
preferably under thirty, certainly under 50 and Thomas, Sarah and Moses were all over 50.  
Thomas may have been 60 or at least 59.  However, his children were all under 25.  49 
(which sounds so much better than 50) was credible so he understated his age by 10 years.  
His sister Sarah deducted 6 years and wrote hers as 44 and Moses reduced his 46 to 42.  It 
was also clear that farm workers were in demand but who knows what the reaction would be 
towards a catholic priest.  Moses put himself down as a farm worker like the others and then 
added school teacher. There was a problem recording his name which was transcribed as 
Marrs - then crossed out in favour of the more likely Morris. 

Agents have time constraints and New Zealand was not generally oversubscribed.  They were
paid to fill the berths and accustomed seeing the family as a unit.  Thomas and Sarah may 
have been a little over the age limit but they would bring two young women, domestic 
servants and of marriageable age, a child, a young man and they all had farming experience.  
Thomas was able to pay  £17.10  in cash which is more than most.    They were accepted.

For a couple of months they were all extremely busy.  Everything had to be sold including the
precious leasehold land.  Cloth has to be bought and the males provide with half a dozen 



shirts, two coats, and two pairs of trousers, the women had to have shift, gowns and 
petticoats.  Everyone had to have half a dozen pairs of stockings, two pairs of shoes etc; 
There were debts to settle, Goodbyes to be said.  Everyone knew they will probably never 
return to Ireland.  

They were leaving behind friends, neighbours and close family.  Two of Thomas' children; 
Margaret, his eldest, (I wonder if Margaret was a little delicate - perhaps TB) now 20, and 
Thomas, Mary's twin, going on 15 and an independent young man, remained in the care of 
John Fitzpatrick and his family, and with the intention of following on a later boat.  John 
Fitzpatrick was a little over a year younger than Thomas, 58 on his next birthday. Like 
Thomas he was a farmer with land leased from the Earl. He had a wife and ten children. 

The Hughes girls were going with them.  Ann, Rose and Margaret Hughes were young single 
women, in their twenties, close friends of the Fitzpatricks.  Margaret was godmother to Mary 
and Rose had sponsored Charles.  They would be travelling as single women along with 
Sarah, and that would have strengthened Sarah's application.  There was a serious gender 
imbalance in Ireland since the famine - not enough young men.  In New Zealand it was young
women who were in short supply.  The Hughes girls were exactly what the agents were 
looking for.   

There were a good many Irish on the ship - but they were the only ones from Tyrone.
    

The Chrysolite  - State Library of Queensland

The  Chrysolite sailed out of Down on the 18th April 1861.  The voyage took 95 days and 
seemed to be straightforward as voyages go.  There were three births and three deaths;  a 



young man just 17 years old was showing off, swinging down on a rope to touch the sea then 
climbing up again.  It was a feat of strength that he managed successfully the first time but on
his second attempt he was unable to pull himself up and he fell into the sea and drowned.  A 
young woman died of consumption and a new born baby died.  

Officially there was no Catholic priest on board so Moses may have been appreciated among 
the small but significant group of Irish Passengers.

They all arrived safely in Lyttelton on Wednesday, 31 July 1861: Thomas, Sarah and Moses 
with Thomas' children;   Bridget, 21,   John, 19,  Mary 14,  Charles 11 and little Britta 4. The 
Lyttelton Times had already published the passenger list with the occupations and origins of 
the emigrants on the previous Wednesday, the 24 July, for the benefit of prospective 
employers.

Their first experience of New Zealand was the Lyttelton Barracks where they had free 
accommodation for a day or two to recover from the voyage.  It was usual for immigrants, 
especially the younger ones to climb the hill and have a look at Christchurch at the first 
opportunity.  One of the two French Marist priests resident in the colony may have called at 
the barracks. If not Moses would surely have called upon them.  

Fr Chataigner had been in Christchurch since August 1860.  Fr Chervier  arrived in March 
1861 at the Catholic reserve in Barbados Street.  They were the only priests in Canterbury 
and Canterbury included the West Coast.  Their parish was most of the South Island and they 
did not own a horse.  They walked or went by boat and were dependant on the charity of their



parishioners (and non parishioners) for their food and lodgings. Constant travelling on foot 
and endless river crossings were an essential part of their ministry.

Fr Chervier's parish was called Shands Track and all the catholics living between the 
Rangitata and the Hurunui rivers the Canterbury side of the Alps, were his responsibility.  He 
was to become a regular visitor to the Fitzpatrick household. 

The most prominent family in his parish in 1861 was that of Sir Frederick Weld who had just 
bought over 700 acres in North Canterbury and was at that time busy building Brackenfield 
and laying out the grounds.

Sir Frederick Weld and his cousin Sir Charles Clifford came from and old aristocratic English
Catholic family.  As Catholics the English universities were closed to them as was a political 
career in England.  Weld was educated at the French Jesuit school of Stonyhurst (France) and
the University of Fribourg in Switzerland.  He was a prominent member of the Legislative 
Council and for a brief time premier of New Zealand.  

The priests were there in Christchurch because Frederick Weld had assured the Bishop in 
Wellington that there were Catholics in Canterbury able to support a priest. Weld was 
determined that Catholics would not be disadvantaged the way they were in England.  

In 1861when the Stafford Government of which he was a part was defeated. Frederick Weld 
had had time on his hands and a vision for Canterbury.  He had married in 1858 in England 
and returned to NZ in 1860.  His wife,  had given him with two daughters in quick 
succession. They were to have 13 children who were not destined to grow up in New 
Zealand.  

In 1861 when Thomas and family arrived Frederick was busy designing his 16 room 
homestead, landscaping the grounds, breaking in land and establishing gardens in the 
property that he had named Brackenfield.

If Moses had been hoping for work as a priest in Christchurch he would have been 
disappointed.  There was simply no money for a third priest and the church was barely 
established. The bishop was in Wellington. Apart from a very occasional visit, Canterbury 
had been without a priest for seven years when Frs Chataigner and Seon arrived in July 1860.
Not surprisingly their congregations were tiny.  Then the immigrant ship William Miles had 
sailed into Lyttelton with 44 Irish Catholics and the parish of Christchurch began in earnest., 
in August of 1860.  It was the first of many with a significant number of Irish immigrants.

The Provincial Council had allowed a Catholic Reserve of three acres on the edge of town in 
response to a request by Fr Pettijean in 1857 but they had to build on it within three years and
that three years was almost up.  They had to build a church in a fortnight. With the help of 
one Patrick Henley who was unemployed and gave generously of his time, they had put up a 
frame, eight metres by six, and built a chapel with an earthen floor.  It opened in October 
1860 and it cost £75.  Two wings were added to provide living quarters and a parishioner 
added a small sanctuary.  The area was prone to flooding.  The priests were desperately poor 
and at first the two priests did not get on together but Father Seon was replaced after 6 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/University_of_Fribourg
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months by Fr Chervier.  Gold had been discovered in Otago earlier that winter but not yet in 
Canterbury (West Coast).

There were no Catholic schools, no parishes, no money for a third priest and parish work 
required constant travel by boat and along rough paths on foot (the parish did not own a 
horse).  In any case the bishop who might employ Moses and would certainly need to check 
his credentials was in Wellington. Moses may
have checked it out and promptly booked a
passage to Sydney where the head of the
Marist order in the South Pacific was.  He
sailed on 7 August on the Lord Ashley. 

But for Thomas the priorities were different.
He was attracted by the ideas and Catholic
patronage of Sir Frederick Weld in North
Canterbury.

Weld planned a town to be called
Brackenbridge, at the heart of which was
going to be a Catholic Church.  Nearby was
Northport on Salt Water Creek where
schooners brought the Kauri timber to build
Brackenfield and would carry the wool and
grain to markets. There was a navigation
Company floated in 1863 to run schooners
between the Peninsula, Kaiapoi and Salt Water creek. Weld was an investor and a director.

A railway was planned which would bring people and prosperity. The first rails were being 
laid and work on a railway tunnel to Lyttleton had just begun. The Bishop (in Wellington) 
had promised that Brackenbridge would be visited by a priest once a month and everyone 
expected that the town when built would be a Catholic centre.  

Meanwhile back in Lyttelton the Fitzpatrick luggage was taken by horse or bullock over the 
steep Evans Pass but they themselves might have walked over the Bridle Track.  They were 
transferred to the Christchurch Barracks in Addington where they were visited by prospective
employers who had already read the passenger list in the Lyttelton Times. The first to be 
offered employment were always the single women.  It was quite possible that Margaret 
Hughes was offered work as a housemaid at Brackenfield. 

John was offered work on the new railway. Gerald Holmes, the railway engineer, was in the 
habit of visiting the Barracks.  He was laying tracks between Ferrymead and Christchurch, 
tracks that would meet the new railway tunnel that he and Dobson had just started building.  
John accepted. Wages of six shillings a day were better than he had ever received in Ireland.  

Thomas, Sarah and young Charles, Bridget and Mary and little Britta were exactly what 
Frederick Weld had in mind for his village, a young Irish Catholic family.  He was just the 



man to give them a start by employing them if they needed work.  There was plenty of work 

available and workers, especially women, were quite hard to come by. All the gardens -  
vegetable plots, flower gardens, trees, lawns were being established that spring.  It was sheep 
country and lambing was about to begin in earnest. Someone had to milk the house cows, 
make butter and bread, manage the pigs and poultry, not to mention cooking for the house 
and the staff.  Land needed to be broken to the plough and the first wheat and oats planted.  A
place like Brackenfield needed to be self sufficient. Frederick Weld was their most likely 
employer.

It is possible that he had an agent down at the barracks. Certainly he was looking for workers 
and settlers and they were in high demand. He had already employed James Garty who was 
to marry Margaret Hughes.

The barracks were always closed to employers on Sunday so the family was able to go to the 
Catholic Reserve and attend Mass.  Everyone at church would have known about 
Brackenfield especially the priest.  Mind you he was French and his English was not yet 
good.

Anyway Thomas and Sarah and young Charles, and four year old Britta as well, made their 
way to Saltwater Creek probably by coastal schooner.   Thomas and Sarah were experienced 
farmers.  They might have spent a year working, long enough to feel the seasons and 
experience the heavy soils and summer droughts of Balcairn.  When the priest came, which 
he did almost every month, they went to Mass in the chapel beside the big  house at 
Brackenfield.  They wrote home to brother John and to daughter Margaret and son, Thomas.



In the autumn of 1862 they saw the first harvest.  Thomas had brought a little money from 
Ireland.  He was not destitute and here in North Canterbury a man could get freehold land at a
reasonable price just by applying.  The land was already surveyed and the runholder had to

s
sell at the going rate when someone applied. Weld may have even been helpful. Almost 
immediately, sometime before April 30 1863 Thomas put in an application to buy land 
including Rural section 3865, 70 acres of freehold land in Mount Grey Downs north of the 
Upper Sefton Road, not so far from Brackenfield.  



Thomas had a dream. With the Welds at Brackenfield the area would become a centre for 
catholics like him and his family would always be able to go to mass and perhaps pick up a 
little casual work. Weld was an English Catholic aristocrat.  He would be the local lord but 
the Fitzpatricks could aspire to country gentry. Thomas was an old man but his eldest son 
would inherit an estate and establish a family. Future generations would accumulate land, 
attend university, serve on the Council, perhaps even be members of Parliament.  They would
be gentry, a leading family - Thomas had a dream and it was important to accumulate land in 
the possession of the eldest son. Primogeniture had been forbidden in Ireland because it was 
the way for a family to become wealthy and powerful.  

79 acres was a good beginning for an Irishman so Thomas built himself a house and set about
breaking in his land, with the help of 14 year old Charles.  His eldest son, John, was working 
on the railway in Christchurch.  When the time was right he would come home to Balcairn 
and lead the family on the 79 acres Thomas had bought.

Then tragedy struck.   John, drowned in the Heathcote River.  No one quite knew how it 
happened

The  Lyttelton Times reported: 

Death by Drowning.-On Saturday afternoon, a man named John Fitzpatrick met his death 
while bathing in the Heathcote near the Ferry. The unfortunate man was employed on the 
Railway works, and bore an excellent character as a steady good workman. He had just 
finished work on the afternoon mentioned and ran down to enjoy a bathe, accompanied by 
two companions. Having undressed, he jumped in, and was not seen again till the following 
morning, when his body was discovered close to the spot where he was lost. It is supposed 
that he must have been sucked in by the soft treacherous mud near the banks of the river.

The funeral was held on 2nd February1863.  Fr Chataigner officiated.  He wrote in the 
register, On the 2nd February the funeral of John Fitzpatrick, 18 years old, who drowned on 
the beach while bathing on the 31 January, son of Thomas Fitzpatrick living at Saltwater 
Creek.

Margaret Hughes married James Garty July 1863.  They were both employed by Weld, he as 
a farm servant and she as a housemaid.   Later James bought some land - RS 7864. There was
as yet no church so they were married in Brackenfield, the home of Mr Weld, possibly in the 
tiny chapel appended to the house.  Frederick Weld, J P attended the wedding and even acted 
as an official witness if not best man.  Bridget  Fitzpatrick was also a witness and we can be 
sure the Fitzpatricks were on the guest list.  Their first child, John Garty was born in April 
1864. Thomas Fitzpatrick was godfather.

Moses returned in 28 July 1864.  Perhaps he hoped that Brackenbridge would be his parish. 
He was 58. He arrived on the steamship Albion from Melborne at the end of July.  

The Fitzpatricks, the Gartys and Frederick Weld were all keen to have their own church.  
They even had a priest in the family. Weld supplied the land over the road and opposite the 
entrance to Brackenfield.  He opened a subscription to raise money to build.   This entitled 



him to apply for the subsidy from the Provincial Government.  We can be sure the 
Fitzpatricks and the Gartys were among the subscribers and that Weld's contribution was 
generous.  

In 1864 the Fitzpatricks were so busy they didn't get round to picking up their mail.  Both 
Moses and Thomas were mentioned in the list of unclaimed mail in Lyttelton.  That mail was 
probably important.  Back in Ireland decisions had been made.

Thomas' brother, John had decided to send out his eldest son, John.  He arrived on 21 January
1865 on the Glenmark, and made his way to Balcairn.  Surely, other members of the family 
would follow.  It was undeniable that there were better opportunities in New Zealand than in 
Ireland.

The church was opened in 1866 and dedicated to the Passion of Christ
The church was estimated to have cost between £450 and £475 to build,  Frederick Weld probably 

having contributed almost all. The church measured 50 feet by 25 feet with a sacristy at the south

west corner. It was constructed of native timber with a shingle roof (replaced in the 1930s), its 14

pews capable of seating 150 people. Few nails were used in its construction.

The church had a rood screen, the only church in Australasia so furnished. It was largely removed 

in the 1930s by Fr Madden who referred to it as “cow bails obstructing the view of the altar”.
Christchurch Catholic Diocese website    http://www.chch.catholic.org.nz/

It was exciting, the building of the church but if Moses dreamt of being the parish priest, the 
idea was not met with enthusiasm by the church authorities.  A parish priest at Brackenbridge
was too great a luxury given the need for priests on the goldfields. Moses left for the 
Coromandel early in 1866.

http://www.chch.catholic.org.nz/


Sir Frederick Weld had little time to enjoy his church or 
to build the Catholic community he had envisaged.  

But he was soon spending much of his time in 
Wellington.  His frequent absences from Brackenfield 
were to be expected.  Even when he was not at home his 
residence added a touch of class and a strong catholic 
presence in a protestant country.  His presence ensured 
that Brackenfield was included in the itinerary of the 
Governor,  the bishop and of course, the priest. 

But his stay was brief. In 1864 he returned to National 
politics.  The insistence of the British government that 
imperial regiments be paid for by the New Zealand 
government had resulted in the resignation of the 
Whitaker–Fox ministry. Weld, who had deplored 
Governor George Grey's handling of the Waitara issue, 
believed that colonists were being asked to resolve a crisis
caused by imperial ineptitude.  He believed that New 
Zealand politics were 'rather too dirty a game to be 
pleasant', but his sense of duty and his indignation led 
him to form his 'self-reliant ministry' in November 1864.

His government was defeated and he retired from politics 
in January 1866   In April 1867 he left the colony.  He 
was to return only once, for business reasons in 1874.  
His supporters in North Canterbury were genuinely 
disappointed.  He left them with a fine church but a very 
small congregation.  The Gartys may have been out of a 
job.

The advertisment for the sale of his household goods 
appeared in the Press in April 1867. I like to think the 
Fitzpatricks bought the piano.

The town that he planned at Brackenbridge never 
developed.  He had hoped for a railway station but 
although the lines were close enough the stations were at 
Amberley and  Balcairn.  Leithfield and Brackenbridge 
missed

Frederick Weld was Governor of  Western Australia.  
Brackenfield was advertising unsuccessfully for a tenant.  
The advertisements appeared regularly in the Press 
throughout the next decade until the property was sold to 
the Starkey family perhaps in 1878.  



Meanwhile back in Ireland   
John had become a widower 
with the death of his wife.  
Surely there was something 
Thomas could do for his 
nieces and nephews.  He could
sponsor them as immigrants.  

It was time for Thomas and 
Margaret to join the family 
and his niece Rose who was 
suffering from Consumption  
as so many did in Ireland, 
would surely benefit from the 
dry air of Canterbury.  He 
would sponsor her. Thomas 
could bring her. She could live
in Bridget's place at 
Leithfield.  John Leith of 
Leithfield (He was the one 
who named Balcairn) was 
subdividing into quarter acre 
sections in preparation for the 
town that he planned for when
the railway came through.  
Thomas' daughter Bridget 
bought a quarter acre at 
Leithfield part of RS 1545, on 
10 June 1866.  

There were almost too many 
opportunities.  When Margaret
arrived she remained in 
Christchurch.  

Thomas and Rose arrived on 
the Bombay in August 1866 
Rose was able to set up house 
in Leithfield, perhaps on 
Bridget's section. She would 
prepare the way for her father 
and her brothers and sisters.



Thomas may have been a bit of an independent spirit - he may have stayed in town.

Bridget had other things on her mind.  She married Joseph William Cox on 1 October 1867. 
The domestic servant who had come as an assisted immigrant on the Chrysolite in 1861 was 
designated a Lady on her marriage certificate. 

 Cox was the manager of Horsely Downs, a station in the Weka Pass, a good match except for
one thing; he was not a Catholic. Still, he was prepared to swear an oath that he would not 
prevent Bridget from living by her faith and that the children would be brought up Catholic.  
Their first baby was born on 23 August.  Charles and Ann who married on 2nd June were 
godparents.

It seemed like the long delayed marriages so common in Ireland were no longer necessary. 
Charles, now the eldest son, was just 20 when he married Ann Donnelly on 2 June 1868.  It 
was a good match. The Donnellys were a fine Irish family from County Tyrone.  Ann had 
had little education and had been a housemaid, but her father was a doctor.  She had arrived 
in New Zealand just two years before on the John Temperly

To everyone's joy John Fitzpatrick was born on the 8th April 1869.  There was a son and heir.
John was baptised in the Fitzpatrick home on 18 April 1869  by Fr Boibieux, a priest on loan 
from Auckland, acting as curate to Father Chervier, who was now in charge in Christchuch, 
Father Chataigner having been transferred. James Garty husband of Margaret Hughes from 
Tyrone and the Chrysolite and Rose Haegney, a Catholic neighbour,  were the godparents.  

Another tragedy. Margaret who was living in Christchurch died 16 May 1871. She was 30. I 
wonder if she also had TB.

Sponsored by Rose, John was now planning to bring the rest of the family. As Thomas and 
Sarah prepared to meet their brother John after more than a decade they might well be proud 
of their efforts. The land was freehold, his house was solid, the farm was productive.  Thomas
and his family were known and respected.  When a neighbouring child died and an inquest, 
involving a jury had to be held it was held in his house.  He and Charles were active in local 
affairs. They had petitioned the Roads Board for improvements to the Roads.  He was entitled
to vote in the Provincial Council elections.



He had kept the faith. His was the house that the priest came to. While the deaths of Thomas' 
two eldest children was a terrible cross there was a new generation coming.  He, himself had 
not been free to marry until the age of 40 - Charles and Bridget were already married and 
they had healthy children.  Charles and Ann had given little John a sister and a brother, 
Catherine Mary was born on 30 October 1870 and baptised at home. She seemed a sickly 
baby at birth and Charles had thought it best to baptise her, just in case, but the baby rallied 
and Fr Chervier had turned up the next day and provided any missing ceremonies.  Bridget 
had come over from Weka Pass to help and stood godmother. When James was born on 11 
February 1873, Thomas had come to stand Godfather. Again the stalwart Fr Chervier had 
made the journey. Bridget had three little boys.  Charles and Ann always supported Bridget.  
They were godparent to the eldest son, Henry born on 23 August 1868.  Thomas was born on 
21 July 1872 and Joseph on 13 September 1873..

Back in Ireland John was going through the emigration process.  He solved the age problem 
by deducting a mere 20 years and presenting himself as a fifty year old.  He was accepted for 
an assisted passage on the Adamant and arrived on 17 October 1873.  His ten adult children 
were all unmarried.  

When John arrived Thomas was troubled.  Young Thomas had managed to get a young 
housemaid from Galway, Ellen Connelly, pregnant.  He married her on 20 February 1874 - 
she was six to seven months pregnant.  The twins both died in June and July.  It was a rocky 
start. No Fitzpatricks were witnesses at the wedding.  His father, brother and sisters, even his 
twin stayed away.  That would have been Thomas' decision, but when the twins were born at 
least his cousins rallied round; Rose was godmother to little John and Margaret and Hugh to 
little Elizabeth Ellen. 

But Thomas had made friends with a young draper in Lyttelton, Daniel Maher and he made 
his home in Lyttelton, eventually moving to the North Island.  Because Thomas believed in 
primogeniture, younger sons were not well provided for and young Thomas knew that he had 
to fend for himself.
His brother Charles
would inherit the land.

John's eldest son, also
John died in August,
1874 and Rose who had
TB, died on 22
October.  Their father 
John died in 1875.
They were all buried
together in the
graveyard beside the
church in
Brackenbridge.



Some years later Thomas commissioned a memorial stone to his brother and had it erected on
their grave in the Brackenfield cemetery.  Thomas was getting old of course and his memory 
was less than accurate.  Some of the dates on the stone are incorrect.

The stone reads:

GLORIA IN EXCELSIS DEO

ERECTED BY THOMAS FITZPATRICK

IN

MEMORY OF HIS BROTHER

JOHN

NATIVE OF TYRONE IRELAND

WHO DIED OCTOBER 1874

AGED 73

ALSO OF HIS NIECE

ROSEY

WHO DIED OCTOBER 1873

AGED 22

AND OF HIS NEPHEW

JOHN

WHO DIED AUGUST 1874

AGED 25

MAY THEY REST IN PEACE

After the death of both Johns, father and son and Rose his family had less connection with 
Thomas,  Sarah and Charles.  Still the death of 30 year old Margaret in May 1877 was 
another shock.  Margaret had also stayed in town.

Press, Volume XXVII, Issue 3694,    12 May 1877,    Page 2
DEATHS.
Fitzpatrick —At Christchurch, Margaret Fitzpatrick, aged thirty years; the second eldest 
daughter of the late  John Fitzpatrick County Tyrone, Ireland. Home papers please copy.

John's family never really settled around Balcairn.  The stories separate and eventually lose 
touch as they stayed in the city and moved to various parts of New Zealand.  

In 1878 I think Brackenfield was finally sold.  The new owner was Starkey. Weld's dream of 
a Catholic centre was dead.  But Thomas was prospering. In 1875 and again in 1877 he 
bought more land. In 1883 he had 79 acres freehold but Charles was farming about twice that.



Charles and Ann continued to have children; Annie Ellen 0n 24 October 1875, Sarah on 14 
October 1877, Agnes on 20 January 1879, Charles 1 May 1881, Thomas 30 August 1884 and 
Emma 20 November 1886.  Bridget, after her three boys, had four girls and another boy.  
Thomas' dream seemed secure.

Balcairn now had a school and as the children turned seven they attended.  

Moses, meanwhile, was on the West Coast in Ahaura where in  October 1878 he subscribed 
to the Christian Brothers schools, which donation was acknowledged in The Tablet.  Moses 
was teaching in a catholic school and ministering to the people of the Greymouth area. He 
occasionally appears in the West Coast Times or the Grey River Argus

• Newspaper Report, 15 Apr 1879. West Coast Times. TUESDAY, APRIL 15, 1879. 

Yesterday morning, William Walker, familiarly known as Old Billy," passed through Marsden in 
charge of a team of three horses and a dray with a full load, bound for Maori Creek. Two hours 
afterwards, Father Fitzpatrick, who was proceeding to hold service at Maori Creek, on reaching the 
ford of the New River found it too high to cross, and in the centre of the river saw the team and dray
of Walker stuck, but there was no sign of the driver. Finding he could be of no service himself, he 
immediately rode back to Marsden, about three miles, and gave the alarm, when Messrs Russell and
Blair proceeded to the spot.....

However in 1880 Moses was recalled to Auckland.  The grateful parishioners presented him with 100
sovereigns.

1879 Thomas subscribed to the Tablet in 1879 which cost 25 shilling a year. Thomas and 
Sarah were getting old.

Sarah died on 24 March 1880 at the age of 69.  As a single woman Sarah has been almost 
invisible in our narrative but she was a presence throughout providing the necessary services 
that sustain life and are taken for granted; cooking, cleaning, milking the cow, managing the 
hens, feeding the pigs. 

Thomas died on 13 February 1984 (Senile

 Decay) and is buried in Brackenfield Catholic Cemetery in Balcairn at 82 years old. 

Sarah and Thomas are both buried in Brackenbridge beside the church that was so important 
to them.  The tombstone was damaged in the 2011 earthquake.  Charles inherited the 
Fitzpatrick  land.



GLORIA IN EXCELSIS DEO

IN MEMORY OF

SARAH  FITZPATRICK

NATIVE OF TYRONE, IRELAND

WHO DIED 24TH MARCH 1880

AGED 59 YEARS

MAY HER SOUL REST IN PEACE

ALSO HER BROTHER

THOMAS FITZPATRICK

R  I  P





Michael OMeeghan SM  Held Firm by Faith Diocese of Christchurch 1887-1987

Mary Catherine Goilter   Sons of France, A forgotten Influence on New Zealand History

D N Hawkins Beyond the Waimakariri  A Regional History

Macdonald Biographical Index - Canterbury Museum

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/History_of_Roman_Catholicism_in_Ireland#Protestant_ascendancy_.2
81691.E2.80.931801.29 

 http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Penal_Laws_(Ireland)

 http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Gordon_Riots

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/List_of_townlands_of_County_Tyrone

http://www.teara.govt.nz/en/biographies/1w10/weld-frederick-aloysius

http://www.chch.catholic.org.nz/?sid=257

http://www.chch.catholic.org.nz/?sid=257
http://www.teara.govt.nz/en/biographies/1w10/weld-frederick-aloysius
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/List_of_townlands_of_County_Tyrone
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Gordon_Riots
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Penal_Laws_(Ireland)
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/History_of_Roman_Catholicism_in_Ireland#Protestant_ascendancy_.281691.E2.80.931801.29
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/History_of_Roman_Catholicism_in_Ireland#Protestant_ascendancy_.281691.E2.80.931801.29

	The church was opened in 1866 and dedicated to the Passion of Christ

