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Like all family stories handed down through the generations,
this document undoubtedly contains a mixture of fact and
myth.

This document was written anomalously in, as it says, 1940.
There are additions of later events to. October, 1945. These
later additions seem to be in the same handwriting as the
original document.

This document was given to M. Paul Hawes by his father,
Orville W. Hawes who probably received it from his mother,
Ida (Conner) Hawes. The question of the author did not come
up until recently. No one alive today knows who wrote it.
Virgil Hawes and Dorothy (Hawes) Friend speculate that it was
written by Ruth Rider (1904-?) or her mother, Clara (Conner)
Rider (1867-1944).

A comparison of letters known to have been written by Ruth
Rider shows a different style of penmanship than is in this.

It seems likely that this document was written by one of the
children (all daughters) of David Conner (1821-1905) and
Margaret (Halterman) Conner (1833-1914). As of the last entry
in 1945, there were three daughters alive:

Martha (Conner) Moore (1871-1954)

Mary (Conner) McCashen (1871-1955)

Ida (Conner) Hawes (1873-1952)

Ida was not particularly literate and had been blind for several
years before her death. Martha had 13 children. Mary had no
children, but raised Ruth Rider.



The most likely candidate for having written this seems to be
Mary (Conner) McCashen. Perhaps someone has an example
of Mary’s handwriting so that it can be compared.

M. Paul Hawes
2009



