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Our Callahan family line goes back to Georgia in the early 1800’s.
Our first known Callahan family ancestor is James Hughes Callahan.
James Hughes Callahan was born in 1812/1814 in Marion or Marietta, Georgia.
He came to Texas a member of the Georgia Battalion in December, 1835. The
Georgia Battalion was comprised of volunteers and came to Texas to help the
Texians in their War of Independence against Mexico.
James Hughes Callahan survived the Goliad Massacre in March, 1836. He was
away on a work detail in Victoria when the Mexicans executed his comrades-inarms.
After the war, James Hughes Callahan settled near Sequin, Texas. He served as
a frontier Texas Ranger from about 1838. He was promoted to Captain around
1839 and organized the Gonzales Minute Men. He continued to serve as a Texas
Ranger Captain through the 1840’s.
Around 1851, James Hughes Callahan moved his family to ranch land near
present day Blanco, Texas.
In 1853, James Hughes Callahan, served as the leader of a team of scouts to
escort a large cattle drive from Texas to California. It is known in history as the
Erskine Cattle Drive.
In 1855, James Hughes Callahan led a large company of Texas Rangers into
Mexico in pursuit of Mexican bandits and Lipan Apache Indians. It is known in
history as “Callahan’s Expedition”. The Texas Rangers crossed the Rio Grande
near Eagle Pass, Texas. The Rangers proceeded a short distance into Mexico
before they were overwhelmed and forced to withdraw. The village of Piedras
Negras, Mexico was destroyed by fire. Captain Callahan was relieved as a Texas
Ranger Captain shortly after Callahan’s Expedition. He was never accused of
any wrong-doing but many believed that his actions were reckless and brash.
Some believed that Captain Callahan’s invasion of Mexico was motivated by
pure greed, to plunder and capture escaped Negro slaves, some of them his own
property.
James Hughes Callahan was killed in a gunfight with the family of a neighbor,
Woodson Blassingame, on April 7, 1856. The feud apparently started over
comments made by Woodson Blassingame about Captain Callahan’s conduct
during “Callahan’s Expedition”. Captain Callahan was hit in the chest by a
shotgun blast fired from the cabin of Woodson Blassingame. A few days later,
Woodson Blassingame and his son, Luther, were murdered by a mob in the town
of San Marcos, Texas.
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Callahan County, Texas was named in honor of Captain James Hughes Callahan
in 1858.
James Sanford Callahan was a son of James Hughes Callahan. He was born in
1844 in Texas. James Sanford Callahan married Sarah “Sally” Elizabeth Neill in
Caldwell County, Texas, in 1866. Their daughter, Willie Katherine Callahan, was
born in 1871 and married John Wesley Phillips around 1890.
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James Hughes Callahan (1812/1814 – 1856)
Date of Birth – September 10, 1812/1814
Place of Birth - Georgia
Father:
Mother:
Spouse – Sarah Medissa Day (1822 – 1856)

Date of Marriage – March 26, 1841/1843
Place of Marriage – Sequin, Guadelupe
Co., Texas
Children:

(1) Wesley Hughes Callahan
(2) James Sanford Callahan
(3) Josiah Ashbury Callahan
(4) Armiseda Catherine Callahan
(5) Mahala Caroline Callahan
(6) William Milford Callahan
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Date of Death: April 7, 1856
Place of Death: Blanco, Texas

Place of Burial: Texas State Cemetery,
Austin, Texas
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Biographical notes for James Hughes Callahan, taken from the Texian Heritage Society
website.

JAMES HUGHES CALLAHAN
Battle of Coleto Creek-Goliad
Security Gonzales, Caldwell Counties, Seguin Region
Battle of Salado 1842
Capt. Callahan was born 10 Sep 1814 (some say 1812) near Marion (or
Marietta), GA and came to the aid of the Texas struggle for independence
with the Georgia Battalion in 1835, Capt. J.C. Winn's Third Company, which
served at Goliad. He was at the Battle of Coleto Creek and was captured
along with Fannin and his men. Because he was a skilled "mechanic,"
Callahan was among the 20 physicians, nurses, interpreters and mechanics
who escaped death in the massacre through the intervention of Señora
Alvarez and General Francisco Gray. Other sources say he was away on a
work detail in Victoria and escaped the action. Callahan was a co-founder
of Walnut Springs (later Seguin) and lived in CaldwellCo in the 1840s where
he owned a 350-acre farm and ran a store. He married Sarah Melissa Day in
1841 and had at least four children according to census.
Callahan was an active participant in defense of the area as a Ranger and
organized his own company eventually. He led the troop that stopped
horsethieves operating clandestinely out of Jose Navarro's ranch on
Geronimo Creek. He served as a Lieutenant in Capt. James Bird's company
at the Battle of Salado. In the 1850's, he moved to current Blanco in
BlancoCo. He is known for the Callahan Expedition of 1855 in which he
commanded three ranger companies in pursuit of Lipan Apache and
Kickapoo Indians into Piedras Negras Mexico. Capt. Callahan initially was
aided by Mexican authorities in pursuit of the Indians, but later they turned
on him and together with the Indians forced him to retreat. In his retreat, he
burned the town of Piedras Negras and was dismissed from the Ranger
service for the act, although the public generally supported his action.
Capt. Callahan was killed in 1856 in a dispute with the Woodson
Blassingame family. At first buried in the Blanco Cemetery, the bodies of
Capt. and Mrs. Callahan were re-interred in the Texas State Cemetery in
1931. It is believed to be Capt. Callahan and family that were listed in the
1850 census of Caldwell Co: CALAHAN: James H. 36 m GA; Sarah M. 28 f
AL; Wesley 7 m TX; James S. 6 m TX; Josiah A. 3 m TX; Catherine 1 f TX.
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Author John Henry Brown in Indian Wars and Pioneers of Texas writes of
Capt. Callahan:
"This modest but gallant man was a volunteer from Georgia and one
of those who escaped slaughter in the Fannin massacre in March,
1836. He long lived at the exposed frontier village of Seguin and from
1838 to 1855 was in most of the expeditions from that section against
both Indians and Mexicans, frequently serving as commander of a
company or detachment. In March 1842, he commanded a company
in the retreat from San Antonio before the Mexican column of
Vasquez, the writer of this being a subordinate officer under him. He
also commanded a company in the battle of Salado, September 18th,
1842. As senior officer of three small volunteer companies, in 1855 he
pursued a party of Lipan and Kickapoo Indians across the Rio
Grande to their chief encampment near San Fernando, twenty-seven
miles inside of Mexico and there had a bloody fight. He was soon
confronted by overwhelming odds, including large numbers of
Mexican outlaws, and was compelled to retreat, but in doing so
displayed such admirable tact and courage as to not only preserve the
utmost coolness among his followers, but to repulse the frequent
attacks of his pursuers. His wounded, including little B. Eustace
Benton, whose brains were oozing through a bullet-hole in his eye,
were successfully brought away. This heroic youth, now of Pine Bluff,
Ark., was carried for that long distance by Capt. Wm. A. Pitts, of
Austin, who placed the wounded and unconscious boy in his saddle
and rode behind him on the same horse, tenderly holding his little
friend in his arms. This scene with bullets whizzing from a relentless
foe, and the father (Col. Nat. Benton) wrought almost into frenzy by
what he considered the death wound of his only child, involuntarily
recalls the legend of Damon and Pythias. Another youth, Willis, the
son of the Hon. William E. Jones, was left dead on the field. The
enemy expected to greatly cripple Callahan's force while recrossing
the Rio Grande at Eagle Pass, but in this they were disappointed by
the timely action of the United States commander, Capt. Burbank, of
Fort Duncan, on the Texas bank, who turned his guns so as to rake
the western bank and by this ocular demonstration said to the
pursuers: "If you attack my countrymen while they are crossing the
river, I shall pour shot and shell into your ranks." The admonition had
the desired effect and unquestionably saved many lives. It won the
heart of Texas to that gallant officer, who hazarded his commission in
the cause of humanity, as did his second in command, Capt. John G.
Walker, afterwards a Confederate Major General. Capt. Callahan
about this time settled on the Rio Blanco, in Hays County, and soon
afterwards fell a victim to assassination, regretted by all who knew his
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worth and his services to the country. It was the privilege of the
writer, joyfully exercised in the Legislature of 1857-8, to name the
county of Callahan as a tribute to his memory."

Muster Roll 1841
Callahan's Gonzales County Minute Men
OFFICERS
Captain James H. Callahan
First Lieutenant William P. Kinkennon
Second Lieutenant James M. Day
First Sergeant John R. King
PRIVATES or SPIES
John Baker, William Baker, Tilman Berry, Ira Bisbee, S.A.M. Boyd, Hosea
Marea Cardenas, Joseph D. Clements, William Clinton, S. N. Cockrell, C.C.
Colley, Allen A. Crane, James M. Day, S.J. Denyer, M.G. Dikes, E.N. Farris,
Isaac A. Farris, James Foster, Robert Hall, William A. Hall, Fred W. Happell,
H.C. Henderson, David Henson, Henry B. King, John R. King, W.G. King,
Joseph H. Martin, J.S. Martain, Benjamin McCulloch, Andrew Neill, George
W. Nichols, James W. Nichols, Thomas R. Nichols, L.L. Peck, George W.
Price, James B. Roberts, Jeremiah Roberts, Byrd Smith, Charles A. Smith,
Ezekiel Smith, Paris Smith, Byrd Smyth, Andrew J. Sowell, John Newton
Sowell, W.G. Steffy, Arthur Swift, Sam Tanner, Samuel Towner, Calvin
Turner, John A. Veach
The above is a list of all the names that were on over 30 individual muster rolls
for the company in the Texas Archives. All with precise dates of service were
signed by "James H. Callahan, Captain, Commander of the Company, Gonzales
County Minute Men" and Edmund Bellinger, chief justice, Gonzales County.
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Excerpt from the Blanco Chronicles (author not known):

Captain Callahan Kills a Negro Slave
".... (Captain Callohan) had one great grief in his life after he came to
Blanco, and which went with him to his grave. It was that of killing a Negro
slave he had hired from a man in the lower country. The Negro had the
reputation of being a bad man, and had attempted to run away and get to
Mexico. Mr. Callohan had suspicioned him of prowling around the house at
night, for what purpose he did not know, and decided to keep an eye upon
him. One night he heard someone in an adjoining room, saw him pass a
window and thought he recognized the form of the Negro, and was
following him when he stumbled over a chair and the prowler escaped.
Another time he heard him and followed him out of the house and called
him to a halt; the Negro declared he was going to chop wood, but Mr.
Callohan thought it very strange that he wanted to cut wood at midnight,
and made him go to his bed. The Negro acted more suspiciously and was
watched more closely by the family. A few days after this Mr. Callohan was
working, branding and marking cattle, and he walked down to the spring
near the house (Jim Yancey's place) and met the Negro, told him to do
something, but instead the Negro answered in an abusive manner and
acted is if he was ready for a fight. Mr. Callohan got his gun and the Negro
started to run, but not so quick but that he was shot and fell just across the
branch from the house. He was buried where he fell under those two grape
vines just inside the fence on the west side of the Hinds Branch where Jim
Yancey now lives. The owner of the Negro demanded full pay for his slave.
Mr. Callohan owned a great deal of land here, but most all of Pittsburg and
quite a large tract up the river, but it was very cheap in those days ..."
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Excerpt from the Blanco Chronicles (written by John W. Speer):

Captain Callahan is Killed by the
Blassengames
...As this will be devoted to the saddest and darkest days of Blanco County
in which Captain James H. Callahan's name is coupled, it is well to give an
outline of the man and his character. Captain Callahan was a native of
Georgia. Just when he came to Texas is not known to this writer, but in the
days of the Republic he came to Seguin, a young man full of noble,
generous, brave, and impulsive nature. At that time, Seguin was an outside
settlement subject to the monthly visits of the hostile Indians, also thieving
Mexicans and renegade white men. Every full moon admonished the
scattered settlers to keep a sharp lookout for their horses and their scalps
as well. Callahan joined the first scout and was with the McCulloughs,
Captain Hays, and other brave men and soon distinguished himself as a
good Ranger and leader.
While Callahan was (away) in the service, he related that he had hired a
young Blassengame to work on his farm. Upon his return he and young
Blassengame disagreed and Blassengame was discharged, which created
a bad feeling between the families, causing the elder Blassengame to make
some unjust and damaging remarks about Callahan's family in the hearing
of two of the neighbors, Uncle Clem Hinds and W.S. Johnson. Hinds
thought best not to tell Callahan, but Mr, Johnson, unfortunately for all
concerned, came to a different conclusion and told Callahan what
Blassengame had said. Callahan was very much incensed, and went to
consult his best friend, Uncle Clem Hinds. Uncle Clem said, "Yes, Captain
Blassengame said in my hearing just what Johnson told you, but I did not
intend to tell you."
Callahan said, "Well, Clem, you and Johnson must go with me to see
Blassengame about this." They went, Callahan, Hinds, and Johnson. On the
way, the matter was discussed among the three, and it was agreed that the
trouble should be talked over with Blassengame in a friendly way. They
rode up to the fence, some twenty feet in front of the door, and hailed. Mrs.
Blassengame answered the call, and Captain Callahan asked, "Is Mr.
Blassengame home?"
She answered, "Yes."
"Tell him I want to see him'"
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The answer came immediately from two double guns through a crack in the
log house. Callahan and Johnson both fell. Callahan died instantly, having
received a whole load of buckshot in his chest. Johnson died in a few
minutes. Hinds was wounded severely in the neck, face, and right arm, but
he clung to his horse which ran back to Callahan's house, where he was
lifted off and carried into the house bleeding and faint.
John M. Watson and Bob Page were soon on the ground and the whole
neighborhood gathered to this sad and untimely funeral. A warrant was
sued out and the two Blassengames were arrested by John M. Watson
alone. At first the Blassengames were disposed to fight, and if Watson had
taken a posse with him, the Blassengames would no doubt have fought to
the bitterend, "sold out as dearly as possible." But the coolness of the
officer and the confidence in his assurance that they have a fair trial at law
induced them to surrender. They were taken under strong guard before the
Justice of the Peace, George Lang, of Little Blanco. While this was going
on, excitement was intense. The news had gone to Seguin, Prairie Lee, and
San Marcos and many of the relatives and old comrades of Captain
Callahan gathered in the neighborhood in a high state of excitement. Two
men murdered in the most unfair and cowardly manner and the kind
hearted, hospitable, and peace loving Hinds supposedly mortlly wounded.
Watson, who as special officer had made the arrest, was called to Lockhart
on important business. He had fears and told Esquire Lang privately that
the friends of the murdered men were so excited that he feared for the
safety of the prisoners, there being no jail here at this time.
About midnight , the guard was overrun and thrust aside by a large party of
armed men supposed to be about one hundred strong, and the
Blassengames were immediately shot to death. Their bodies were taken
home and buried near their home. Callahan and Johnson were buried at the
burying ground now known as the Blanco Cemetery. They were the first to
be laid to rest in that silent city of the dead.
The trouble, however, did not end there. Hinds recovered but was crippled
for life. Mrs. Callahan soon died from shock and grief. A large number of
persons were indicted for the murder of the Blassengames. Thus ended
one of the darkest pages in the county's history.
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Excerpt from the Blanco Chronicles:

A Letter Written by the Blassengames (their
account of the shooting incident)
The State of Texas
Comal County, April 8, 1856
Friends and Fellow Citizens of San Marcos and String Town:
This is to inform you of an awful affair which took place on the 7th inst. In
the afternoon , about three o'clock, at the house of Woodson Blassengame.
I, Calvin Blassengame, was on the 7th inst., about one o'clock, at the house
of J.H. Callahan, and very unexpected to me, he commenced making many
threats against W. Blassengame; said he had slandered him, and he would
have satisfaction or lose his life. I tried to pacify him - told him he was
wrong; W. Blassengame had not said anything disrespectable of him. But
all I could say did not satisfy him the least. He then told me, as I was going
to the house of W. Blassengame, to say to W. Blassengame , he wanted
him to meet him on half-way ground between their houses, distance being
one mile. J.H. Callahan said if Blassengame did not meet him, he would
attack him at his own house; and said two men were coming that evening,
or next morning, to go with him. I left Callahan's house quick; returned to
Blassengame's. In about two hours, Clem Hinds, Mallheel Johnson and
Thomas Johnson, all rode up to the house of Blassengame. The row
quickly commenced; fire after fire was heard. Blassengame was shot at
several times; several balls were shot into the house amongst mother and
the little children; one ball very near hitting mother. J.H. Callahan was
killed, and Mallheel Johnson was killed; C. Hinds severely wounded.
Thomas Johnson made his escape unhurt.
Now, dear friends, from what has been said you know our condition. We
want some of our friends to come to our relief, as quick as possible. We are
rather unacquainted with the laws. We want advice from our friends. We
intend to stand our trial, be it as it may. We shall probably have to go to jail,
or give bail. If we have to go to jail, we want some of you to come and go
with us. We fear we would be murdered on the way. We want some of you
who can, to be certain to come as quick as possible.
Calvin Blassengame,
Woodson Blassengame,
In distress
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Excerpt from the Blanco Chronicles:

Description of the Mob Slaying of the
Blassengames (written by L.W. Kemp)
Blassengame and wife, and son, Calvin, were afterwards we learn arrested
and placed under guard of two companies of fourteen men each. In this
situation and before any examination of the prisoners before a magistrate's
court had taken place, some fifty or one hundred men appeared before the
guard, about twelve o'clock on Sunday night (April 13), and asked them if
they would surrender the prisoners without resistance, if satisfied that
there were enough present to overpower them in a fight. Our informant
says that the guard was at first inclined to fight, but seeing the great
disparity in numbers, concluded to retreat. All the guard then left the
ground save two. The way to the prisoners was no sooner open than the
mob rushed into the house, put out the lights, dragged out by their heels
the old man and his son locked in each others arms. According to the
testimony of neighbors in the vicinity, there were probably some forty or
fifty shots fired at old man Blassengame. He was found dead some twenty
yards from the house. The dead body of the son lay at some fifty paces
from the father. Both were pierced with many wounds. During the whole
awful scene, the old lady was a spectator, rendering the air with her cries of
distress. She states, we learn, that she was, at one time, seized, choked,
and threatened, and that her life depended upon her silence.
The verdict of the jury, upon the bodies of the deceased, was that they
came to their death by being shot by a company of men unknown to the
jury.
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James Sanford Callahan (1844 – after 1917)

Date of Birth – July 5, 1844
Place of Birth - Texas
Father: James Hughes Callahan
Mother: Sarah Medissa Day
Spouse – Sarah “Sally” Elizabeth Neill

Date of Death: After November, 1917
Place of Death:

Place of Burial:

Date of Marriage – January 24, 1866
Place of Marriage – Caldwell County,
Texas
Children:

(1)
(2)
(3)
(4)
(5)
(6)
(7)
(8)

Harriett E, Callahan
Mary Rue Callahan
Willie Katherine Callahan
Anna Bolden Callahan
Headley Hughes Callahan
Mollie Caloma Callahan
James Sanford Callahan, Jr.
Carrie Mae Callahan
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Willie Katherine Callahan (1871 – 1950)

Willie Katherine (Callahan) Phillips with daughter
(not sure which daughter)

Date of Birth – September 30, 1871
Place of Birth - Texas
Father: James Sanford Callahan
Mother: Sarah “Sally” Elizabeth Neill
Spouse – John Wesley Phillips
(1868 – 1939)

Date of Death: January 18, 1950
Place of Death: Comanche County,
Texas
Place of Burial: White Point Cemetery,
Comanche Co., Texas

Date of Marriage – 1889/1890
Place of Marriage – Chickasaw Nation,
Indian Territory
Children:

(1)
(2)
(3)
(4)
(5)
(6)
(7)

Lizzie Mae Phillips
James Hubert Phillips
Otho Benjamin Phillips
Walter Lee Phillips
Annie Phillips
Bertha Phillips
Marvin L. Phillips
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Willie Katherine (Callahan) Phillips and sister
Mae (Callahan) Christopher

57

