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"Our” startm*f'pomt -was his home
‘Faultice . Cottage, «:Croft Street
Idlejiwhere, on a grey:winter day,-
rain. splashedﬂ’rom the-bill of the

reclined in the long, wet grass.
There .Wwere-.no  fowers-in the

i Zarden,. no . cultivated. patches:.

'matead,@a mlscellan,}t- of - fOSaﬂs
| and anclent stones...n -4

{ 3 NGIENT JEWELLERY'-

conet,. . e - drew s out objects
] tbousandsr of years old. Fn:st cam

1eweliery: once- worne by a-rich
15 Zgyptianawoman at.the time-when
{ deeSi was- a-boy. u“,u;rw-. S
| A " Simpson: talked;* drawmg’
| onwhiszyast: knowledge: of- ancient;
i hlstory.a he. -outlined -the ~woman;:

l rmg- .ot bronze - t.hroughu her.»

ar;b..ocratlc nose, bracelets on her’
| wrists ©and swmgmgyurum -her
fea.s the- r1ngs_W1th their gleaming
pendants:.
nrrie.han et g
-Fromy the‘-cabmeb‘ M!‘L Simpson
Tnext ‘took a number-of: amulets—
¢ models’ of~gods worshipped by the
Egyptians’ and carried .to-ward off
evik sgmrs and bring-good luck.
There- was' Anubis, -God “of Death,
Tyohon¥iwithi'the! all-seeing eye-
and. Orsxm. the King God. .-

| LSTRANGE OBJEGTS‘FML"

Twor stra'we ob;ects-—-an ushabh
anct a cancpic vase took ‘us to an
sr,vpnan funeral. The, - first, a
.nodel oi' an Egypt:.’m slave,
a*ouwht 1S mind .. hew . the
'm;vpuans slauvntered the slaves

o an.infuential man when he died |.

and buried them with him se that
thay ‘would be able fo attend.to his
needs in“the other -world. f‘
The ‘canopic vase reminded us
that the Egvptians preserved their
dead, The orzans of the body were

nlaced in a vase and at the day of |

resurrection, so0 they believed, the
parts of the body became omne.

A tiny Grecian tear bottle came|

from - the - back of .the cabinet.
Grecian mourners held these bottles
to lheir eyes to catch their tears.
When the bottles were full they
werg placed alongside the body..

* LAMP“FROM PALESTINE

One by one Mr. Simpson held in
hig hand the treasures of Faultice
Cottaze—pottery bowls made in
3721 B.C., a beaker made in Peru
pefore tne-arrivai of the-Incas, a
Moorish carvinag from Taledo in
Spain.-. -

Marble from the catacombs took
us back to the turtive meetings of
the early Christians; we held in our

- journey

sione - pehcam inn . the: garden, _and..
a. miniature “Nanoleon* *in- stone~"

b

&

T-Hls colourful mosa:c of- the
: Alhambra at Granada Is-~
;om "of " the : many anc:ent._

7 treasures owned- by Mt. John
™ -simpson, of Faultice Cottage,«

]

hands " a_ .
Palestme—— i
Mr. John Slmpson pante.r and

decorator for 60 vears,
Ley Fleaks in Idle. Asi a young,
man- he became friendiyjwith Mr.
Horsfall Turner, who passed on to
him an enthusiasm for dalving into
the past. First, Mr. Simpson traced-
back his farily history+300 vears
and found his ancestors-had given

Idle; :

He ¢5covered ‘that® im = 1629
Wiliam Simpson, of Idle, bought
half -a ‘seat in Caiverley Church
from. a Robert Harper and that in
1086 John Su:npson ws constable of

A' REGENGY TABLE 2
-UMrs Ssmpson died 13 years ago

and-now Mr. Simpson lives alone
immersed in bygone days.

* He sits in chairs made in the

well; he opens a Jacobean door|
and he works at a Regency!
table.

His windows are of stained g}ass
and were once in a lgcal church,
and the oak cross which leans
against a bedroom window was

Lords of the Manor ‘at Idle to
repair the interior of a church.

Delicate Japanese and Chinese
paintings nang from the walls. A
boomerang and an arrow from
Tanganyika decorate the hall.

In a room upstairs, in shelves
| carved with strange heads, is Mr.
Simpson's library of ancient books.
their pages faded with age. Among
them is a bible printed in 1615 and
a Thesaurus printed in 1644.

their name to Simpsonj Green at .

days of Elizabeth 1 and Crom=|-

made from wood presented by the!-

into the past




