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A House and Garden |
Wonders

" of

I’I‘ Is just an ordinary lovking house

— upor an Idle street, ordinary, that
~is, except  for a gold painted door. .
Under an archway can be seemn a
garden beyond, but at first glance it
appears an ordinary garden.- Not-until
You .have knocked at-the golden door
and made. the "acquaintance of M., -
John Simpson,’ the owner, lo you see
that Thorpe Cottage, Idle, the house in
question,. i3 entirely unusual and weil -
», worth a visit. 5 g Tt Lk
<= Yeu énier-the hall and find feéarsome .
Chinese pictures upon the wail, one [
no less aperson than”a_Lord. High -
Executioner.”:; Noting  the - frieze, .11 -
Tudor stylé; you 'pass into the lounge:-
. by old “oak Jacobean doors,.and ari
“able to sit-in. Cromwelliah and Tudor-
chairs with a Jagobean_ table...pposits.
“If youtare fend of oldfura.ture and
‘pottery; there j3.plenty of.it-both there
-and- in“ the dining-room,.but if- you -
would rather-see Egyptian.relics M: -
Simpson. has. plenty for. y»u in. his:
.. library, _a.:fascinating . maosium  -ine-
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- .. It_.wouldshe, hard. to mention. ever?”
“individual treasure to be found here.
S~ ~'L saw a small cupboard-which. alone

.. contains enough. to form- the-nucleus .
«.of - an exhibition . of ancient: Eastern
- .- relics, containing as.ii does-the figures -
- of Egyptian gods, a Grecian tear jug; .
- and old implements of a civilisation of
- 4,000 years -ago. . .Une of  the. most
interesting, exhibijts is-a Peruvian-bowl
76,000 years ;old, which;.for: workman-
" ship was, incomparably -superior to a -
.. ~similar. one .made.by. Egyptians 2,000~
'+ years later. . It would seem -that. the.
- Egyptian-is-not the oldest civilisation -
-known, as.is.generally: assumed. .. .
- Mr. Simpson. showed -mne:-.an inlaid
- representation.of the Alhambra.’. Of:
-Moorish workmanship, it.was-a treat
Y. ito the- eye. .He next took-out.a-box
- .ot old- flint and- bronze -weapons,
" -.” together with-mummy cloth containing
"~ human - hair-over 3,000 years old. -~ Of
7. greater”interest even than ihese were

_ copies of “ The  Times,” one _for 7. [

November: 1805, announging the victory*
" at Trafalgar and the death’ of Nelson,
. °. the other dated 22 June, 1313; and con--
7% faining a report of Napoleod's:defeat’.
Lot Waterlooy T < e e

1 was considerably’amnsed:at some
L gf-the:-entries.<imr - an. lcl vpotehook
= 7. whichhe next showed me:; It belonged-
.. to one of the wardens of the-old Idle
“Parish Church-and goes: back to 179%..
- Taded though the writing 1s,.it is still
readable, “Soma" of ~the -entries -are
worth quoting, as followsi—= - = - .
- ““June 22:~Fresh-parson, Is. -
© - .. August Ist.—Wine at Idle, 6s. 9d. -
“ - Dee. 23.—Scouel’ winders -~ menden,
_ 1s. 9d.; Neu almenack, 9d.7 -~ 7o -
““Dec: 9.—Bought a cow-at Bradford of
John Smith, price £5 12s: 6d.~ "= - -
" Nov. 2—Receefed at the comunien at-
Idle; 4s. 9d.; Serples weshin and -men--
den;, amd- bread for comumunien, -3s.
Paid - Thos-- Coulthous - for -fettling:
chapel, 25, 6l w-topn Poe S0 Senptiean S
' Septembper --26:—Thomas---Coultos,-
Britches and hatt, 10s. Gd.; Coit maken,
55. Gd. vs e AT ek e

. By'F. E. EMMOTT....0 ...

|- 1o less than 134 varieties.of plant or -

A WARBEN'S--NOTEBDOK; SES

|- since demolished.: He has.:brafght. (o
~ a-fine:art the fitting.ot”an- ol pillar 4

Later there comes a rather pathetic
eniry, for we find written across the
© page the words, “ My Mother dided,
March 13, 1804, I
. There are many more treasures in
this little library, but after a glance at
them I was compelled to leave them
if I wanted to give enough altention
to the garden, surely one of the most
- marvellous pieces of ground in York-
-shire. - Almost every inch of it contains
_ something “wonderful, ~quaint, beauti-
_Tul, or ancient. : When _ Mr: Simpson
; first” came to-the house, 19 years ago,

< pulled down a walk or two that were in
it ‘and-also a small shed, and resolved

-0 make-a thing. of beauty out-of- it.
He has succeeded. - e e el

- " "_TREASURES OF A GARDEN,

- Al over are objects df.interest. In

one’corner 1s a wooden eagle.standing
Jon t(llze wall, ig the middle is-a small .
. rond.-.over =which ~a plaster pelican,
with_a f£sh in his mouth, I:elzeps an
._Stemai walch,-- At the corner stands
,_Tpe-P_agada;" a shelter,. the wall of
- which is set with, shells. ‘and: stones -
s from .various parts of’the world.” On .
_.9ne ‘side -is  a . shell from  John o'
_-Groats,” angd * opposite- it -one from -
~Land’s"End.” 57, 2~ .55 i
. 7 Mr. Simpson” knows every sione in
his garden, and pointed out an incon-
“Spicuous object which he said was a
- Roman tile, while afterwards he took
- me-round  and_pointed’ out- innumer-
| -~able small ~ faces : cleverly  fixed  in .
.~ crevices. In the wall.” Dolls' faces and -
--.carved Images were there “in - abun- -
_dance,” but “Mr.. Simpson' is° ggod at
“this _kind “of. work, . for'he -also
[ - Speclalises in growing plants in. stone,
-and -showed me a.great-variety of -
" Plants so produced.’ In one little piece
-.0f "earth, ft.. by 2ft., he. was. growing -
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- flower, and it was the same.all over-
~the garden .which is really tropical in =
its richness. " There' is monéy: awaiting. -

the man or woman who can come to it . |
. .on any day in the. vear. and not find:
-~ a flower growing jn-itse.. 3 Bpe e
.. Many:" ornamental ;- 'stodes. -+ a4
- columns:’ came from. the- old- Id]le. We ‘%E'-

levan School, Which: was pulléd. dowr .
)y -ten-.years’ or. so® age.. Others' came s
from _other old .churchey” or«chapels =

]

- or ornamental-stone -on-.to-the: topof.”
“a. wall,_ and has - built--a . complete]
~lerrace by - using.. such:.stones. and-
nlacing a lion and a_ unicorn in-the
Centre.” . 2l 7 - : Taitamey sl s
."There is no doubt-that Mr.-Simpson-
- has achiaved a triumph-in- changing
~ an.-ordinary house; intn-a;: palace- of
- wonders, bnt with ‘all his love of the-
antique "and. the- quaint ‘he has not:
forzotten the need - of- the + modern |
. housewifa. \rs. Simpson’ has “everyt
.. ling-in-the wayv of electric: domestic:
. help. that a woman: eould want. and’
. 170 vears old though the house i3, its-
- Kitehen ~boasts ' an: electric. - sewing -
- machine, an electric - oven. cooker,.
s-and “warter hoiler, "and ‘other such

domestic ufensils, I -eannot help

wishing I lived in such a house. A

“the -garden was a mere-- yard. He {
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