Sarah Vernon (b1836 – at least 1901) 
Sarah was christened at St Edwards Church on July 31st 1836. She appeared in the 1841 census as a five-year-old child but by the following census, when she was 14 years of age, was working as a silk piecer. 

In 1858 Sarah married William Stonehewer at St Edwards Church, Leek (32C/3/145). 

In the St Edwards Parish registers for 1858, marriage No. 158 was that of:

William Stonehewer, bachelor, aged 20. He was a Silk-twister of Mill Street, the son of  Moses Stonehewer a dyer. His bride was Sarah Vernon, spinster, aged 21. The bride was  the daughter of John Vernon labourer and lived at Westwood Cottage. 

The name Stonehewer used to be much more common than it is today as, over time, the name has evolved into Stonier or Stanier. Dorothy Alice Collingwood nee Vernon remembers Stonehewers living in Leek when she was there but says that the name was always pronounced ‘Stonier’.

The groom left his ‘mark’ but, perhaps unexpectedly, Sarah signed the register. The witnesses were Mary Ann Stonehewer and Thomas Malkin. The Stonehewers were clearly not a literate family as Mary Ann also left only her ‘mark’.

Sarah and her family were located in Union Street in the 1861 Census:

1861 Census for 107 Union Street Leek       RG9/1946 

William Stonehewer

Head
Mar
23 
Silk twister
Staffordshire Leek 

Sarah Stonehewer 

Wife
Mar
24 
Silk winder
Staffordshire Leek 

George Stonehewer 

Son 
Un
  2 
Silk twister’s helper & scholar
Hannah Stonehewer 

Daur 

  8m 


Staffordshire Leek

It is quite horrifying that at the age of just two, George Stonehewer was described as a ‘Silk Twister’s helper’. 

In 1862 the Christening of another of Sarah’s children, Mary Ellen Stonehewer, took place at St Edwards Church, Leek. It revealed that the couple had moved to New Street, Leek:

Christening No. 2699. October 10th 1862.

Mary Ellen, daughter of William and Sarah Stonehewer of New Street, Leek. The father’s occupation was, (silk) Twister.

The couple was next located in the 1871 Census living in one of the Courts off Mill Street, Leek:

1871 Census for 4, Court 9, Mill Street

William Stonehewer

Head
Mar
32 
Silk Twister
Staffordshire Leek 

Sarah Stonehewer 

Wife
Mar
34 


Staffordshire Leek 

Hannah Stonehewer 

Daur 

10 
Silk winder & scholar










Staffordshire Leek

Mary E. Stonehewer

Daur

  8
Silk winder & scholar










Staffordshire Leek

George Henry Stonehewer 
Son 
Un
12 
Silk twister’s helper & scholar








Staffordshire Leek 

Charles Stonehewer 

Son 
Un
  6 
Scholar
Staffordshire Leek

Joshua Stonehewer 
 
Son 

  5m 
Scholar
Staffordshire Leek 

Next door to the Stonehewer family lived James Brindley a miller, aged 38 and born in Leek. Was this man a relative of the famous canal engineer?

William and Sarah were still at the same address in 1881: 

1881 Census for 4, Court 9 Mill St Leek & Lowe     PRO Ref RG11/2739  F84 p6

William Stonehewer

Head
M
43 
Silk Twister
Stafford, Leek 

Sarah Stonehewer 

Wife
M
44 


Stafford, Leek 

George Henry Stonehewer 
Son 
U
22 
Cab Driver
Stafford, Leek 

Hannah Stonehewer 

Daur 
U
20 
Silk Spooler
Stafford, Leek

Charles Stonehewer 

Son 
U
16 
Silk Twisters Helper
Stafford,  

                                                                                                                            Leek


Joshua Stonehewer 
 
Son 

10 
Silk Twisters Helper Scholar










Stafford, Leek 

Sarah Elizabeth Stonehewer 
Daur 
 
  5
Scholar 
Stafford, Leek 

Harriet Stonehewer 
 
Daur 

  3 


Stafford, Leek

The couple was still at the same address in 1891.

1891 Census for 4, Court 9 Mill Street, Leek
William Stonehewer

Head
M
52 
Silk Twister
Staffordshire Leek 

Sarah Stonehewer 

Wife
M
54 


Staffordshire Leek 

Hannah Stonehewer 

Daur 
U
30 
Silk Spooler
Staffordshire Leek

Charles Stonehewer 

Son 
U
26 
Silk Picker
Staffordshire Leek

Joshua Stonehewer 
 
Son 

20 
Silk Picker
Staffordshire Leek 

Sarah E. Stonehewer 

Daur 
 
15
Silk Picker 
Staffordshire Leek 

Harriet Stonehewer 
 
Daur 

13 
? box maker
Staffordshire Leek

Nellie Pickering
     
Grandaughter
  6
Scholar
Staffordshire Leek

Mary Ellen Stonehewer had disappeared from the family home between 1871 and 1881 and it was later discovered that she had married Abraham Pickering in 1879. Nellie (above) was obviously Mary-Ellen’s daughter.

Ten years later Sarah Stonehewer, now a widow was still living in the house that she had been living in for at least 30 years.

1901 Census for 4, Court 9 Mill Street, Leek

Sarah Stonehewer

Head
Wid
64 


Staffordshire Leek 

Hannah Stonehewer 

Daur 
Single
40 
Silk Spooler
Staffordshire Leek 

Charles Stonehewer 

Son 
Single
36 
Silk Twisters 
Staffordshire Leek

Sarah E. Stonehewer 

Daur 
Single 
25
Silk cleaner 
Staffordshire Leek

Harriet Stonehewer 
 
Daur
Single
23
Silk machinist
Staffordshire Leek

William Stonehewer had died on the 22nd April 1895 aged 57. He was buried in Leek cemetery (No 8831) on 25th April in grave number 4695 (although it is not yet known whether there is a monumental inscription.) His address was given as 4 Court No 9 Mill Street and his occupation, Silk Twister. 

Sarah outlived her husband by sixteen years, dying on March 1st 1911 aged 74. She was buried (No 13332) in the same grave as William on 5th March. Her address was still the same as it had been since the 1871 Census.    

Sarah and William had produced at least seven children George Henry 1859, Hannah 1861, Mary Ellen 1862, Charles 1865, Joshua 1866, Sarah Elizabeth 1876 and Harriet 1878. It seems surprising that there should be a ten-year gap between Joshua in 1866 and Sarah Elizabeth in 1876. It seems more likely that other children were born but failed to survive the rigours of life in a small house in Mill Street. There were in fact about seven other children whose births have been located and who could possibly have been born to Sarah. Given that Sarah’s known childbearing years stretched from 1859 to 1878 a figure of fourteen children sounds more likely than seven.     

It is interesting that so many of Sarah’s children remained at home well beyond the age at which most people married. Hannah when aged 40 and Charles 36 were both still living at home with their mother. 

