
METTA CHRISTINE JENSEN NELSON 
--by Eunice M. Nelson 

In 1856 while Christine Jensen was still 
studying tailoring, her mother and her brother 
Jens immigrated to the U.S.  Christine remained 
another year to finish her training and then 
followed.  She left Denmark April 18, 1857.  
She crossed the plains in the Seventh Handcart 
Company.  While it was forming in Iowa she 
was overjoyed to find her mother.  She crossed 
the plains with her mother and probably her 
brother Jens.  They arrived in the Salt Lake 
Valley on September 13, 1857 and then went on 
to settle in Ephraim.  My mother, Maria Hansen 
Madsen, remembered Christine lived in Ephraim 
during Andrew’s absence on his mission.  My 
mother was then seventeen years old. 

When she was twenty she married Andrew 
Nelson on June 22, 1859 as his second wife.  
The ceremony was performed at the Isaac 
Morley home in Santaquin.  It was a sealing 
ordinance.  Metta Gudkjaersen (Nelson), his first 
wife, was sealed to him on that day also.  Both 
marriages were later sealed in the Salt Lake City 
Endowment House. 

To support herself and two sons while Andrew 
was on a mission Christine knit and crocheted 
articles of clothing from wool yarn and sold 
them.  Her main customers were soldier boys 
from the Field Company of Johnston’s Army  
which was stationed at Shumway, a few miles 
northwest of Ephraim.  This military post was a 
peacemaker between settlers and Indians.  These 
soldier boys received their Army pay from the 
government regularly, and were free spenders.  
In fact, the cash spent by these soldiers was 
nearly all the cash in distribution in Sanpete. 

Most likely Christine carded the wool and 
spun it into yarn before knitting and crocheting it 
into salable articles.  There were gloves, mittens, 
long scarves and socks used by the men.  Also, 
shawls and gloves and mittens for ladies.  Most 
of these articles the soldiers used themselves.  
Some they kept to take home to families or 
friends as gifts from the wilds of Utah. 

The soldiers were lonely and came to the 
settlements to buy vegetables, fruits and just 
looking for companionship.  They came to 
parties and dances regularly.  It was there that 
Christine contacted them to get orders for the 
articles she knitted or crocheted. 

In the fall of 1867 when Andrew Nelson 
returned from his mission a busybody from 
Manti met him in Salt Lake City and told him his 
wife Christine had been associating with the 
soldiers from Shumway.  This made Andrew 
very angry and when he passed through Ephraim 
on his way to Manti he did not stop to see 
Christine and his two sons, Hyrum and James.  
When he did come to see her three weeks later 
he had the orphan girls Camilla and Sophia with 
him.  This made Christine angry.  Their marriage 
broke up at this time.  Later Hyrum lived with 
his father a great deal in Manti, while James 
lived with his mother. 

I do not know where Christine lived after 
separating from the Nelsons.  Christine later 
married Mr. Lovendahl, who was a widower 
with two daughters, Annie and Serena. In later 
years after I became a Nelson, Christine told me 
of the mentally retarded Lovendahl daughter 
whom she cared for after her marriage.  There 
was no mental hospital or training school in Utah 
then.  The girl had to be cared for at home, and 
Christine had a grievous time and much 
heartache trying to make life of value to this girl, 
Annie. 

There were two children born to Christine and 
Mr. Lovendahl:  Selma and Magnus.  They had a 
large farm in Midvale and were well off. 

Mr. Lovendahl, with others, heard of land 
being offered for sale in Mexico.  They invested 
and Mr. Lovendahl mortgaged his holdings to 
help pay for the Mexican land.  It was rumored 
that the price of the Mexico venture was 
$60,000.  It was a loss.  Mexico does not sell 
land to foreigners—it leases it for 99 years. 

 When I saw Christine Lovendahl in 
1909 and after she was a widow visiting her sons 
Hyrum and James in Ferron she was a vivacious 
and spry person and had such a cheerful way of 
visiting with myself and Sophia.  Later when 
Hyrum’s wife Mary passed away Christine came 
to Ferron and was still a lovely older lady with a 
kindly way of speaking. 

She passed away in Midvale, Utah on 
November 27, 1914.  She was buried in the 
South Cottonwood Cemetery, which is now the 
Murray City Cemetery where her second 
husband, Swen Lovendahl, her mother Anna and 
her brother Jens are also buried. 
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METTA CHRISTINE JENSEN NELSON 

NOTES AND STORIES ABOUT CHRISTINA 
 

Christina was a cheerful, gay person who 
loved life.  While crossing the plains a young 
single man fell in love with Christina and 
proposed.  He promised her that if she would 
marry him she would be his only wife.  Her 
mother, looking at the practical side, evidently 
saw some qualities of steadiness and diligence in 
him, but Christina turned him down.  When her 
mother asked why, she said, “I didn’t love him.” 

Later when she was living with her brother 
Jens in Ephraim, Jens picked out a man that he 
thought would be a good bridegroom for 
Christina.  But she rebelled at this, and Jens 
locked her in her room—thinking he would keep 
her there until she changed her mind.  Christina 
acted in her usual high spirited manner, and 
crawled out the window and ran away.  When 
she came back Jens had given up on the idea. 

When Andrew married Christina his first wife, 
Metta, was eleven years older than Christina and 
tended to mother her.  Metta thought in the 
practical vein, as was usual with the pioneers.  
Christina had worked hard at her sewing to save 
her money for some shoes.  Finally she had 
enough and went to the store and bought them, a 
pair of fancy high black shoes.  She hurried 
home with the shoes under her arm and put them 
on.  She excitedly ran to the kitchen to show 
Metta.  Metta looked at them and said, “Those 
will never last very long.  Why didn’t you get a 
pair of stogies like mine?”  Christine replied 
quickly, “Oh, well, I could never dance in 
those.” 

--Selma N. Bromley 
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