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assist him in walking. His fIrst employment after 
leaving the army was teaming, which he followed 
six months, and then began cooperating, which he 
continued until the fall of 1867, in Van Wert. In the 
latter year, he opened a shop of his own in 
Spencerville, where he conducted a good business 
for three years, and later engaged in agricultural 
pursuits, which he still carries on in Jennings 
township, where he owns a fInely-improved farm, 
in connection with which, since 1872, he has run a 
general store, a post office being known as 
Centerville, and has done well.  

Samuel Whyman, a prosperous farmer and 
representative of citizen of Jennings township, 
Van Wert County, was born in Clermont County, 
Ohio, August 8, 1844, and is a son of A. L, and 
Mary (Williams) Whyman-the father a native of 
England, and the mother of Ohio. A. L. Whyman 
was born December 8, 1811, and at the age of 
eighteen, came to the United States, and located at 
Portsmouth, Ohio, Where he pursued his trade of 
cooper. Later, he went to the county of Clermont, 
where he met the lady who became his wife, and in 
the year 1849 became a resident of Van Wert 
county, and purchased 120 acres of government 
land in section No. 28, Jennings  
 township. Upon this land no improvements of  On the 5th Day of December 1868, Mr. Whyman 
 any kind had been made, and when the family  and Sarah E. Nugent, daughter of John and Mary 
 came out the following year, a small,  Nugent, were made man and wife, to which 
 inconvenient one-room cabin to be rented for the  union two children, Mary A. and Sarah E. were 
 accommodation. Mr. Whyman, in due time,  born. Mrs. Whyman died January 26, 1873, and 
 succeeded in preparing more elaborate quarters,  subsequently, Mr. Whyman was united in 
 but for several years the family was almost  marriage with Mrs. Sarah E. Nunneviler, widow 
 isolated, the neighbors being few, and but one  of Joseph Nunneviler, and daughter of Joseph B, 
 house was at that time to be found between our  and Elizabeth (Standring) Smith. By her 
 pioneer's cabin and Spencerville, adtstance .<;!f  previous marriage, Mrs. Whyman had become 
 six miles .. ~'"  the mother of four children, viz: William, 

""ieorge, Oliver L, and Joseph K. By her  
arriage with Mr. Whyman has had five c 'Idren, 

three sons and two daughters: Hannah, Abt-aham 
L., Thomas W. (deceased), Lydia Luc'inda and 
Henry C. Mrs. Whyman's parents we~ natives of 
Pennsylvania and England, and she /was their only 
child. Her mother died in 1810; her father is still 
living, his home being in I;>elaware county, 
Pennsylvania.  

 
A/·r:. and Mary Whyman reared a family 

/{onsisting of the following children: Rebecca,  
I wife of Henry Cary; Samuel, Barbara, deceased / 

wife of C. S. Drake; John, wedded to Eliza  
 /  Book; Mary, deceased; Lucinda, deceased; the  
 {  last two named died within a few hours of each  
 !  other, and were both buried in the same grave;  
 i  the next in order of birth was Mary, and the  
 \  youngest. Lincoln, wedded Eliza Stose, and lives  
 ,  in Defiance. A. L. Whyman has served in all the  

offices of his township, and from a poor cooper ./ 
boy became one of the well-to-do farmers of '?rt/  

 ert county.  /  
/,,/"  

 

Samu~ of his youth and his early manhood with 
his parents on the home place, and assisted his 
father on the farm until February, 1864, when he 
enlisted in company D, Eighty-fIrst Ohio 
volunteer infantry, with which he served until 
March of the following year, when, by reason of 
an accident, he was compelled to leave the service. 
His leg was shattered by the explosion of a 
magazine, necessitating his being taken to a 
hospital at Long Island, New York, where his limb 
received proper treatment. When sufficiently 
recovered, Mr. Whyman returned to his home, but 
for some time thereafter, was compelled to use 
crutches to  

Mr. Whyman experienced many difficulties and 
hardships after returning from the army, and for 
some time he was compelled to struggle almost 
constantly against adverse circumstances, which 
would have discouraged the majority of men. His 
early education was of necessity much limited, but
in spite of this, he is an intelligent man and has 
succeeded well in life, accumulating a goodly 
share of this world's goods and winning for 
himself an excellent reputation among his 
fellow-men. He is a member of the Methodist 
church, to which his family also belong, Mrs. 
Whyman having joined the church when but 
eighteen years of age.  


