LEWIS ROGERS MILLER

1840-1924
Block L, Division West G.A.R.

A native of Cardington, Ohio, Miller was the oldest of thirteen children. His father, George Miller, was a farmer and Lewis followed in the family tradition. On 8 September 1861 he enlisted for a three year term in the 3rd Ohio Volunteer Cavalry. His unit saw considerable action in Georgia, Alabama and Kentucky. He was mustered out in 1865 and returned to his father's farm. That same year he married Sarah Barnes who died within two years. He next was wed to Mary Ella Richardson and they had three children, two of whom died in infancy. After Mary Ella died, he married Emmaline Augusta Waring and three sons were born, including Walter Karl Miller, a noted judge in Ford County. For twenty years Miller farmed and operated a feed and seed business in Cardington, but in 1885, feeling the urge to move to the new lands opening in the west, he traveled by train to western Kansas and determined that Ford County offered the opportunities he was seeking. His family arrived the following year to a ranch Miller had established east of Fort Dodge along the Arkansas River. In Dodge City he and his sons ran Miller and Sons Feed and Seed store on Chestnut street and a home was built on Avenue A.

  From Ford County Hist. Newsletter Feb 1982

Pioneer Profile, L. R. Miller  1840 – 1924 by W. K. Miller

Lewis Rogers Miller was a pioneer who came west from Ohio en the early days. He was not, however, a pioneer that carried a Kentucky rifle, a Sharp's buffalo gun, or even a Bowie knife; and he did not come by wagon train.  He was an unromantic business man, family man, and life-long Methodist; he was a townsman. I tell you this now so if you expect a story about a man who hunted Indians, or buffalo, or Texas cowboys, you just as well discard this and pick up one of Louis L'Amour's tall tales of the imaginary west.
Lewis was the eldest son of George and Rebecca Miller, the eldest of 13' children, and was born en 1840, en Cardington, Ohio. During the Civil War he served en the Union Army, Third Ohio Cavalry, Company M, and on being mustered out in Columbus, Ohio, returned to his father's farm. That. same year, 1865, he married Sarah Jennie Barnes only to lose her to illness two years later. In 1870 Lewis Married Mary Ella Richardson. Mary Ella gave .hem three children of whom two deed in infancy, but their second born, John Richardson Miller lived for over 96 years. (1872 - 1968)

Emmaline Augusta Waring became Lewis third wife in 1878, and gave hem three more sons: Lewis Ralph (1881 - 1976), William Burrows (1883 - 1976), and Walter Karl (1884 - 1959). Emmaline passed away en 1927. With the statistics out of the way, on, with the story of pioneer Lewis Miller and his contribution to the infant Dodge City and Southwest Kansas:
In the interim between 1865 and 1885 Lewis went into the feed and seed business en Cardington as well as operating his farm just a mile outside of town.' He had a partner in the feed and seed business and the two of them studied the propaganda sent out by the U.S. Government and the rail​road companies, urging settlement of western states. The railroad interest was to sell the lands granted them by the government to pay for the western expansion. In the summer of 1885, between planting and harvest, Lewes traveled by train to Kansas to look over the farming area for business opportunity's. The area with the most potential for growing grain and the least competition was Lewes objective and he believed he had found et en Southwest Kansas. He found too that the cowcamp of Dodge City was running out of cows because of the embargo against the Texas longhorn and his hoof and mouth disease. He saw that John Deere's new sod plow was turning the range of the extinct buffalo into grain producing land. To Lewes "this was the place" and he intended to be there to help move the grain on it's way to market.

In late December of 1885, just before the great blizzard of January 1886, the Lewes Miller family arrived en Dodge City by train. At that time John was 13 years old, Ralph was 4, Well was 21, and Karl was just -a few days over 1 year old. (I can imagine the problems Mrs. Miller had with her three youngest sons, but according to information gleaned, half-brother John. was a big help)
The blizzard of 1886 wiped out so many cattle herds that many ranches went bankrupt, opening. up even more land- to the homesteader,-;; which, meant an even greater' "grain growing potential. Lewis established his business in Dodge in due time, but one of the first things the Miller family did was to joln the Methodist' Church. Lewis served as a Sunday School teacher, then for 30 years as Sunday School superintendent. He also served on the Board of Trustees,. directed Christmas programs, and assisted in raising money for church projects. The Miller and Sons Feed and Seed store,-as the business was known as, was located in the second building west of Second Ave. between Front St. and Tin Can Alley, later known as Chestnut St., where the Nevins Hardware store stood until the row of blocks were removed to "beautify the city with parking spaces.

A Santa Fe rail spur used to run along the north side of Front St. to serve .the business houses of which the Miller store was one. This was before the days of the grain elevators and their mechanized systems. The grain mover then was the scoop shovel and the "sons" of Miller and Sons provided the power to operate the shovels. The system of moving the grain was simplicity itself, but it took we-11 developed biceps and callouses. When farmers brought their grain in, the bags were unloaded from their wagons at the north door of .the store. The grain was all bagged in burlap sacks in those days and after the sack was weighed, it was emptied and the bag returned to the farmer. The grain then had <to be-moved from one end of, the building to the other,, then . shoveled into the -box car. That took a., lot ,of shoveling, no :wonder the ,Miller boys were such-good football and baseball players. (If you, ever wondered why Chestnut Street.was so narrow,-.it was.:-because it was made from an alley) Since most of the• grain came in in the Fall- it meant after school work for the Miller boys. In the years of a bumper crop this work of shoveling went on into the winter and early spring. Most of the grain shipped out of Dodge by Lewis went to his partner in Cardington Ohio, where it was stored to await the best possible price.

A few horse powered thrashing machines had found their way into Southwest Kansas

by the 1880's which were really only chaff removing machines, but most thrashing was done on- a thrashing floor. A frail was used to beat the grain from the heads of the bundles, then the chaff and grain was tossed into the air so, the wind could carry off the chaff, letting the grain fall to the floor. The grain was then bagged. It was a long, slow trip to bring his grain to town, so farmers southwest of Dodge were glad to see track being laid from Dodge to Montezuma.

By 1888 Asa Soule's new railroad the Dodge City, Montezuma and Trinidad was in use, being operated by the Rock Island Line, and Lewis Miller made good use 'of this method of bringing the grain into Dodge. Lewis was one of the backers of the new road and when it began operating box cars of grain bags began coming in from Montezuma. There was one problem, however; the farmers in the area of Ensign complained that it was as far to Montezuma as it was to Dodge. Lewis solved the problem in a unique way.

There was no siding at Ensign and no money to build one, so the farmers were notified that they were to have their grain at a certain place at a certain time. A box car was coupled to the train as the last car and when the train reached that certain place the train stopped, the box car was uncoupled, the brake set, then the train continued on to Montezuma. At Montezuma the train was turned on the "wye" and after dropping and picking up cars, headed back to Dodge. In the mean time the farmers had loaded their tagged bags of grain aboard the box car. When the train returned the engine pushed the box car. back to Dodge'. The car was then switched onto the Front street siding 'and spotted at the south door off the Miller and Sons Feed and Seed store. When the farmers came to town on Saturday they would go to the store first to pick up their money, and their empty bags, before doing their shopping. This system worked quite well until 1892 when the rail road ceased operation. (In 1894, 1895 the track was taken up and salvaged. There was some controversy about the railroad ties, It has been said that several farms were fenced with D. C. M. & T. ties)

Lewis built his home at 905 Avenue A; a home of unusual style and room arrangement, but one that lent itself well to the musical Miller family. Many a recital has been held in the large living room, for the three younger Miller boys were all talented musicians. Originally the house was one story, but a second story was added to gain more bedrooms as the boys grew. The long porch was another feature of the house that was well used by the boys as well as by friends that often stopped in for a visit. In warm summer weather recitals were held on the lawn, the porch being a sort of stage as well as a place to serve refreshments. Mrs. Miller was the inspiration for the development of the boys talents, for there is no record that Lewis knew one note from another.  The three Miller boys, as young men, played in the Dodge City Cowboy Band lending their "mellow" brass to many a parade in the Southwest area.

Lewis was proud of his sons for each distinguished himself in his own field, and though he did not live long enough to see each reach his peak he surely knew he had started them on their way. His spiritual inspiration and fatherly guidance was without a doubt a basis for their success. John was a well known horse breeder and rancher. Ralph was known for his mechanics and inventions and during World War II supervised aircraft engine maintenance at the Dodge City Air Base. Will went west to San Diego to become a bank president. Karl took up law, and after a bout with the great San Francisco earthquake in 1906, became a jurist of some note. Karl was also known for his after dinner speeches and chorus direction, directing the Messiah for many years.
Lewis established a'' 'ranch 'the 1890's east of Fort Dodge ranging cattle north of the Arkansas River when that was still open range. The ranch was short lived as a cattle ranch because of the Homestead Act, but land purchased along the river established an excellent stock and wheat farm. This farm passed on to his sons at his death.

Lewis Rogers Miller passed away while vacationing with Mrs. Miller at his son' home in San Diego in 1924. Mrs, Miller passed away three years later and both .are interred at Maple Grove Cemetery. From Cowcamp to City; Lewis did his part.

