The following item appeared in the:

“History of the Third Ohio Volunteer Cavalry”  
 

                       Toledo, Ohio 1910 – Page 281

                    Roster of Regiment – Company K

Name:   James Ransom Hall, Rank: 2nd lieutenant.  Age:  21.  Date entering service: Sept 4, 1861.  Period of service:  3 years.   Remarks: Promoted from Battalion Sergeant Major, May 21, 1862.  Resigned March 18, 1863.”

* * * * * * * * *

Rev. James Ransom Hall, (Jeremiah, Arad, Samuel, Jeremiah, Benjamin, Edward) - fifth child and third son of Rev. Dr. Jeremiah and Clarissa (Ransom) Hall, was born at Oshtemo, a suburban village near Kalamazoo, Michigan, June 16, 1840, and his mother died June 23, 1840, just one week after his birth.  He married at Kalamazoo, Michigan, on June 17, 1863, Cornelia Ann-"Nellie"- daughter of Oliver and Ann (Woods) Drew, born at Edwardsburg, Michigan, Jan., 27, 1843.  She was graduated on the evening of her marriage, from the Kalamazoo Female Seminary.  James Ransom was married in his soldier uniform, having shortly previous been honorably discharged from service in the 3rd Ohio Volunteer Cavalry.  He died at Cannon Falls, Minnesota, June 25, 1918.  

* * * * * * * * *

The information below was furnished by his son, Frank Drew Hall

My father, James Ransom Hall, had enlisted in the Third Ohio Volunteer Cavalry soon after Fort Sumpter was fired upon.  Prior to the War he had learned the tanner's trade in the little inland village of Peru, in Huron county, and lived in the family of the staunch old proprietor, Deacon Kingsbury, who many years later was sponsor for him when he entered the Baptist ministry.

When but a boy ‑ and in spite of the early training of his father, a Baptist minister for fifty years or more ‑ he had become much attached to the Episcopal church at Granville, where for ten years his father, Dr. Jeremiah Hall, had been president of Denison University. While in training at Monroeville, before the Third Ohio was ordered south, he went to Mansfield and was confirmed as an Epis​copalian by Bishop McIlwain.  Father wore his uniform during the confirmation service.  As a sketch of Father's life will appear later in this biography, his two years as a soldier in the Army of the Cumberland will not be dwelt upon here.  Suffice it to say that after receiving an honorable discharge from the service at Huntsville, Alabama, in the spring of 1863, with the rank of Lieutenant, he went to Kalamazoo, where his sweetheart, Cornelia Ann Drew, was about to graduate from the Young Ladies Seminary in that city, a Baptist school.

My father was born at Oshtemo, a district just west of Kalamazoo, on June 16th 1840.  His cousin, Maria Cahill, lived in Kalamazoo and boarded several young ladies from the Seminary.  It was while a guest at her home before the onset of the War that he made the acquaintance of my mother, and it was at her home that he was entertained while awaiting the wedding day.

Following their marriage at Kalamazoo they began housekeeping at Norwalk, where they remained until sometime after my birth the following year.  Father then decided to purchase land near Waterloo, Iowa, where his uncles, Samuel and Arad Hall, Jr., had recently gone from Massachusetts. The four‑hundred‑ acre farm of Samuel Hall was about three miles northeast of Waterloo, and Arad had settled some four miles north of that city. Father went there some time in the fall of 1864 and selected some lands northeast of Waterloo, but later disposed of it and bought eighty acres twelve miles east of Waverly. Very soon after his arrival at Waterloo his cousin Henry Hall, son of Deacon Samuel Hall, en​listed in the regular army to fight against Indians at Fort Laramie, Wyoming.  Father's name appeared as a witness upon his enlistment papers. Only shortly after leaving Iowa he was sent on an expedition against the Indians.  His body was found after their first engagement, with twenty‑nine Indian arrows in it.  His death was a great shock to the family,

OBITUARY

DEATH CALLS REV. J. RANSOM HALL

(Cannon Falls, Minn., Beacon.)


Rev. James Ransom Hall, the subject of this sketch, died at Cannon Falls, Minnesota, June 25, 1918, from complications incident to old age; having recently celebrated his seventy-eighth birthday.


He was born at Kalamazoo, Michigan, June 16, 1840.  His ancestors were among the first Puritan colonists to settle on Massachusetts Bay; and at least one of them - his great-grandfather, Samuel Hall - was a soldier at the battle of Bunker Hill, under the command of Gen. John Stark, of the First New Hampshire Regiment.


Mr. Hall's father, Rev. Jeremiah Hall, was for over fifty years a pioneer Baptist minister and educator, and for ten years was President of Denison University, at Granville, Ohio.


At the outbreak of the Civil War, Mr. Hall, then twenty-one years of age, left his tanner's bench at Norwalk, Ohio, and enlisted in the 3rd Ohio Volunteer Cavalry; and during the two years of his service participated in the cavalry skirmishing before the battle of Shiloh (or Pittsburgh Landing), the siege of Corinth, Mississippi, the battle of Stone River, near Murfreesboro, Tennessee, and minor engagements at Lawrenceburg, Tennessee; Lexington, Kentucky; and Woodbury, Tennessee, in the Army of the Cumberland, under Generals Buell, Rosecrans and Green Clay Smith.  He was invalided home from Huntsville, Alabama, on March 18, 1863, and retired to private life at Norwalk, Ohio.  Since the war, he was for years active in the Grand Army of the Republic, and was Post Commander in several Posts to which he belonged at various times in Ohio, North Dakota and Minnesota.  He was greatly attached to the old "comrades" in Cannon Falls.


He was for many years an active Odd Fellow, and a member of the Masonic Lodge at Cannon Falls, the Royal Arch Chapter at Detroit, Minnesota; and was a 32' member of the Scottish Rite Consistory at Fargo, North Dakota.  A few years ago he was highly honored by the Supreme Council for the Thirty-third Degree, Washington, D.C., when he was invested with the rank of Knight Commander of the Court of Honor, which is bestowed only on a few in each state for meritorious labor in Freemasonry.  He remained to the very last greatly interested in lodge work, though prevented by the infirmities of age from meeting often with his Brethren.


In the fall of 1875 he was ordained a minister of the Baptist church, and held pastorates at Auburn Center, Crawford County, Ohio; Shelby, Geneva, Twinsburg, Attica and Kipton, Ohio; Detroit, Minnesota, and Tower City and Ellendale, North Dakota; the latter being his last settled pastorate.  Since retiring from active pastorate work, he has served as supply pastor at various points in Minnesota and North Dakota.


On June 17, 1863, Mr. Hall, then Lieutenant, was married in the uniform of a soldier to Miss Nellie Drew, who had that day graduated from Kalamazoo Female Seminary.  In June, 1913, Rev. and Mrs. Hall celebrated their "golden wedding" at their home here.  Mrs. Hall still survives him, as do their sons, Frank Drew Hall, of Fargo, North Dakota, and Fletcher Ransom Hall, of Cannon Falls.  In 1879, Mr. and Mrs. Hall adopted a daughter, now Mrs. Ernest J. Handyside, of Litchfield, Ohio.  These were all present Thursday morning when the end came, and his grandson, Lieut. Donald Fletcher Hall, 352d Infantry, National Army, came from Camp Dodge, Iowa, to be present at the funeral obsequies.  Mrs. F. D. Hall, of Fargo, was also with her husband.


During his later years Mr. Hall wrote a number of poems which have appeared in local and religious papers and magazines.  These were privately printed a year ago in a neat volume for distribution among friends and acquaintances.  One of these, entitled "With Mind Stayed on God," is particularly apropos at this time:--




My soul is filled with peace to-day,




Because on God my mind is stayed;




His presence cheers me all the way;




Of what, then, need I be afraid?




No foe against me can prevail,




Nor need I be by fears dismayed,




Though all hosts of sin assail,



`
If in the strength of God arrayed.




His promises He will fulfill;




All needed grace He will supply;




Will make me strong to do hid will,




If I upon His strength rely,




And forward go at His command,



With loving heart and willing mind,




To do the work I've first in hand,




And then aught else to me assigned.

Brief funeral services were held from the family residence on June 27th, conducted by Rev. Willis G. Clark, of Northfield, of whose church Mr. Hall was a member.  At the grave service "Old Glory" which had been spread over his bed as life flickered out, was unfurled; a smaller flag being, at his request, buried in the casket with him.






- F. D. H.

AN APPRECIATION

From G. M. Salzgaber, Commissioner of Pensions, Washington, D. C. 

(A former comrade in the 3rd Ohio Cavalry.)

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR, BUREAU OF PENSIONS


Office of the Commissioner,


W. O. No. 1123161


Cornelia A. Hall,


James R. Hall


A & K, 3rd Ohio Cav.


Mrs. James Ransom Hall,


Cannon Falls, Minn.


Dear Mrs. Hall:


Answering your letter of Aug. 5, 1918, I beg to assure you of my sympathy because of the loss of your husband.  Our sorrow in all these cases, however, is modified by the fact that death is inevitable, and with those who served in the Civil War cannot much longer be postponed.


Your husband had an honorable career, and it was his good fortune to have lived at a time when he could render heroic service for the preservation of our glorious Union.  This ought to be a comforting thought to those who survive him.


The newspaper notice, which you sent me, I will send to Sergeant Tom Crofts, East Toledo, Ohio, who is the secretary of the Regimental Association.








Very truly yours,









G. M. Salzgaber,









Commissioner

CIVIL WAR RECORDS OF JAMES RANSOM HALL





"On Fame's eternal camping ground





Their silent tents are spread,





While glory guards with solemn sound





The bivouac of the dead."


At the outbreak of the Civil War, James Ransom Hall had finished his apprenticeship as a tanner under the kind tutelage of Deacon Kingsbury, at Peru, Ohio, and was working at his bench in the Baker tannery, at Norwalk, Ohio.  After the firing on Fort Sumpter the whole North became a vast recruiting camp, and on Aug. 6, 1861, Lewis Zahm, of Norwalk was commissioned to raise a regiment of volunteer cavalry for the United States service, for three years or during the war.  The terms of the first volunteers called out for three months had expired, they had been discharged, and President Lincoln had issued his famous proclamation asking for 500,000 volunteers for the period of the war.  The young tanner from Norwalk was one of the vast number who responded to the call and formed one of the "500,000 more."  He enlisted on Sept. 4, 1861, when twenty-one years of age, and was the same day appointed 1st Sergeant of Co. A, 3rd Ohio Volunteer Cavalry.  The regiment was mustered into service at Camp Worcester, Monroeville, Ohio, Dec. 11, 1861, by James P. W. Neill, 1st Lieutenant, 18th Inf., U.S.A., Mustering Officer, with Col. Lewis Zahn in command.  After spending some of the winter months in camp at Monroeville, the Regiment was ordered south, and on Jan 13, 1862, the regiment marched its horses and equipment to Shelby, Ohio, where they entrained for Camp Dennison, some twelve miles north of Cincinnati, Ohio arriving there Jan. 17th.  Here they received their full equipment for real warfare.  They left Camp Dennison Feb. 10, 1862, on six steamers on the Ohio River, and reached their destination -- Jeffersonville, Ind., which point they arrived at the following day, and encamped in the mud at Camp Wright.  On March 2, 1862, they changed location to Louisville, Kentucky, a few miles down the river, and encamped near the Blind Asylum, where Camp Jackson was located during the recent World War.


They were now on Southern soil, and soon had a taste of real war.  At Mumfordsville they saw the first evidence of conflict.  On March 11th they reached the vicinity of Mammoth Cave, and many of the men visited it for the first time.  Sergeant Hall was one of twelve hundred horsemen who tethered their horses in the entrance of the cave, and traveled about three miles of its underground passage ways.  On the 17th they camped near Nashville, Tennessee, and were assigned to Gen. T. J. Wood's Sixth Division.  Their first real engagement was at Shiloh, having a skirmish at Lawrenceburg, Tennessee, enroute.  The official report of Brig. Gen. Milo S. Hascall gives the impressions of their first real taste of war: -


"April 7th. - Bugles sounded just after midnight, and we moved out at 1:30.  What a night it was!  No one who passed through that experience will ever forget it.  The rain poured down in torrents.  So intense was the darkness that it was impossible for us to see our hands held before our faces.  The thunder was terrific, the lightening flashes blinding in their intensity, revealing for an instant the whole scene of struggling men and horses, and followed by darkness that could be felt; and through it all the constant boom! boom! boom! of the cannon on the gunboats, telling us that the battle was not yet over; that the struggle would be renewed when morning came.  Our progress during the night was necessarily slow, but when day dawned we went forward more rapidly.  As we neared Savannah the sounds of battle could be heard more distinctly.  To the booming of the cannon was added the rattle of musketry, which could be plainly heard.  We reached Savannah about noon, where we found the remainder of the regiment halted by the roadside awaiting orders.  Our infantry was embarked on boats going to the battle-field, while at the landing was a sight never to be forgotten.  Wounded men by scores and hundreds lay side by side on the wet, blood-stained ground, waiting until they could be cared for in the buildings and tents that were being converted to hospitals.  Many had died during the brief passage down the river, and were laid in rows and covered with blankets until they could be buried.  All day long each boat coming down the river brought its load of wounded, and as soon as they were landed the command, "Forward!" would be given and a regiment of boys in blue, with steady step, marched on board and were off to the battle-field.  What a picture of war in all its aspects was presented that day at Savannah!  Men pressing forward with banners flying and drums beating in all the pomp and pride of military display, coming back bearing all the signs of conflict -- bruised and bleeding, dying and dead.  We knew then that Sherman's definition was right when he said, 'War is hell.'  We remained at Savannah helping care for the wounded until the 9th, when the regiment was stationed by companies about three miles apart along the road between Waynesboro and Savannah, to protect the wagon trains and guard the telegraph line.  We were engaged in this work and in picket patrol and scouting duty until April 23rd, when the regiment was united at Savannah."


On April 28th began the movement that culminated in the siege of Corinth, Mississippi with General Halleck in command.  The Third Ohio did its duty in this memorable siege, and after the battle was over and citizens of Corinth came out to stroll over the scenes of carnage, James Ransom Hall was found among the sick and wounded, rescued by Rebel Odd Fellows as a brother, passage secured for him on a Federal gunboat headed for the North, and he was sent to a hospital in Cincinnati.  We cannot say where he rejoined his regiment, but do know that he participated in the Kentucky campaign of the regiment about Bowling Green and Lexington.  While on detached duty with a squad of men about Lexington, he learned that two Rebel officers were quartered in a farm house for the night, and with his men captured them and-contrary to the rules of war - made the officers surrender even their side arms.  From one of them, who later proved to be Col. Basil Duke, John Morgan's right hand man, - he took a pearl-handled revolver before turning them over to his superior officer.  Duke was paroled, but threatened that if he "ever got hold of that little Lieutenant who took his revolver from him, it would go hard with him."  The report of Major Seidel of this incident states:


At one o'clock the same night two citizens living about seven miles from Lexington came in with the following statement: Morgan's forces of about 500 or 600 men were advancing on the Richmond Pike.


I immediately sent out a scouting party of 22 men, under command of Lieutenant Hall, Company K, Third Ohio Cavalry, to procure all possible information.  At about 3 o'clock one corporal and two privates returned with two rebel prisoners in charge, captured about five miles from Lexington on the Richmond Pike.  The balance of the scouting party marched on.  On Questioning said prisoners I became satisfied that a heavy force was coming upon us.  I therefore called out my command immediately and formed in line, when we were attacked by General Morgan's forces of about 3000 strong, and six pieces of artillery pouring in most deadly volleys of musketry and grape on all sides.  My command most manfully and gallantly returned their fire and fought them hand to hand until overpowered by an overwhelming force, when we were compelled to surrender.  Our loss was four killed and twenty-four wounded.  The loss to the enemy I was unable to ascertain, but saw three wagons of killed and wounded leave the battle-ground.  Major Morgan, of General Morgan's command, was mortally wounded.  The scouting party have not been heard from.  As a large rebel force left the scene of action in pursuit, fears are entertained that all have been captured.


The fall months were spent by the Third Ohio in Tennessee.  On Oct. 30th General Buell had been succeeded by General Rosecrans, and the army became known as the "Army of the Cumberland."  Minor skirmishes and scout duty kept the cavalry busy until nearly Christmas time, and on Dec. 29th they moved toward Murfreesboro and came in contact with the enemy in force.  The cavalry skirmished with the enemy all day of the 30th, and the battle of Stone River was on.  This was the most important engagement in which the regiment had participated up to that time.  They fought all day the 31st and on January 1st, the brigade with their wagon trains started for Nashville.  On the 3rd they were again attacked by Gen. Joe Wheeler near LaVergne, who was again repulsed with loss.  The losses of the brigade, - the First, Third and Fourth Ohio Regiments, at Stone's River were - killed, 18; wounded, 44; missing, 59; total, 121.  This was the first battle in the West where cavalry were used in large numbers.  Col. J. W. Paramore, in making his report of the action about LaVergne on Dec. 31st, said: "The result is greatly attributable to the coolness and bravery of Captains McClelland, Wood and Colver and their Lieutenants.  It was also this portion of the regiment which repulsed the attack of the enemy on the rear of our train the next day near LaVergne as we were proceeding to Nashville, and brought safely into Nashville two pieces of cannon, three caissons full of ammunition, and a wagon loaded with new carbines and ammunition, which had been abandoned by the enemy's teamsters."


In his report of the cavalry action at Bradyville, Tenn., March 1st, 1863, Col. Paramore cites the name of J. R. Hall, commanding Co. K., as one of those officers "who behaved with such determined bravery."


On March 18, 1863, Lieut. Hall resigned and was invalided home.

MASONIC HISTORY OF JAMES RANSOM HALL

JAMES RANSOM HALL, residence, Hawley, Clay County, Minnesota.  

Occupation, Minister of the Gospel in the Baptist Church.  

Born June 16,1840, in the county of Kalamazoo, Michigan.

Initiated Entered Apprentice, June 7, 1900, In Ellendale Lodge, No. 13, at Ellendale, in the State of North Dakota.

Passed as a Fellow Craft, July 5, 1900, In Ellendale Lodge, No. 13, at Ellendale, in the State of North Dakota.

Raised to the Sublime Degree of a Master Mason, Aug. 2, 1900, in Ellendale Lodge, No. 13, at Ellendale, in the State of North Dakota.

Exalted as a Royal Arch Mason, Sept. 11, 1902, in Detroit Chapter, No. 62, R.A.M., at Detroit, in the State of Minnesota.

Received as a Perfect Elu, Aug. 23, 1900, by order of Sovereign Grand Inspector General Rufus E. Fleming, of North Dakota, at Ellendale, in the State of North Dakota.

Made Knight Rose Croix, of Pelican Chapter, Fargo, North Dakota, at Ellendale, in the State of North Dakota, Aug. 23, 1900, by order of S.G.I.G. Rufus E. Fleming, for North Dakota.

Made knight Kadosh, Fargo Council of Kadosh, at Ellendale, in the State of North Dakota, by order of S.G.I.G. Rufus E. Fleming, for North Dakota, Aug. 24, 1900.

Consecrated as Master of the Royal Secret, 32', Dakota Consistory, No. 1, Fargo, N.D., at Ellendale, in the State of North Dakota, by order of S.G.I.G. Rufus E. Fleming, for North Dakota, Aug. 24, 1900.

Selected as Knight Commander of the Court of Honor by the Supreme Council of the Scottish Rite of Freemasonry, S.J., at its bi-ennial session at the city of Washington, D. C., Oct. 19, 1905.

Masonic Offices Held.

Worshipful Master, Hawley Lodge, U. D., at Hawley, in the State of Minnesota.

Worshipful Master, Hawley Lodge, No. 256, at Hawley, in the State of Minnesota, from its 

Constitution, Feb. 24, 1904, to December, 1905.

District Deputy Grand Master for the Fourth District of Minnesota for the year 1905.

Orator in Pelican Chapter, Rose Croix, Fargo, North Dakota, 1905.

Dignities and Honoraria.

Delegate from Hawley Lodge, No. 256, to Grand Lodge at St. Paul, Jan. 18-19, 1905.

Notes and Remarks.


While by order of Rufus E. Fleming, S.G.I.G., for North Dakota, the Scottish Rite Degrees were communicated to me at Ellendale, North Dakota, my affiliation has from the first been with the Scottish Rite Bodies at Fargo, North Dakota.  Deputy Inspector General George H. Keyes and Brother Hodge, of Ellendale, together with my son, Frank D. Hall, then orator in Pelican Chapter, Rose Croix, Fargo, North Dakota, communicated the Degrees to me, from the Fourth to the Thirty-second, at the office of Brother Keyes, in Ellendale; and my son Frank D. Hall made me a Knight Rose Croix.

James Ransom Hall, 32' K.C.
