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The Chains are symbolic of bonds of love.  The 
family circle broken upon death may be repre-
sented by a fallen chain link (represented near the 
Marsh Urns in Oakland.)  Three chain links with 
initials FLT represent the Independent Order of 
Odd Fellows, a fraternal organization, whose 
watchwords are Friendship, Love and Truth. The 
eye is a symbol of God and the idea is that God is 
all seeing and all knowing. 

Oakland Cemetery, Atlanta, GA (1850) Issue 14, August 1, 2007 

The Turtle Fountain,  Rome, Italy (1600’s) 

 

Questions or comments, contact Richard Waterhouse at 
rwaterhouse@comcast.net or call 404 876-9374 

The urn is a symbol of anointing one’s soul because the 
Greeks were one of the first civilizations who believed in cre-
mation. After the body was burned, the ashes were put in an 
urn and an expensive ointment such as a very fine olive oil 
was poured down into the urn and the pourer was anointing 
the soul of the person who had been cremated. You will also 
notice that the urn is broken at the base and it is on rocks 
which is a symbol of the person’s life who was buried here was 
built on a firm foundation. The reason the urn is shattered is 
because it marks the grave of Robert Ralston Stewart (1791-
1858), who was murdered by his manservant. Because Mr. 
Stewart died such a violent death, the shattered urn symbol-
izes a violent death. 

Thanks to Wynn Montgomery who provided this photo.  

Laurel Hil l  Cemetery, Philadelphia, PA (1835) 

Turtles are the symbol of the  vir-
tues of longevity, patience, dura-
bility, and strength, as well as the 
negative traits of sloth and se-
crecy. 

The hard to find Turtle Fountain in 
Rome is by the Florentine Artist 
Taddeo Landini. Legend has it 
that it was designed by the fa-
mous sculptor Bernini, but the 
fountain was probably restored by 
him in 1658 and the turtles were 
added at that time. Boys or young 
men are the symbol of innocence 
and strength. 
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