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In this issue: 
 

• Celtic Cross 
• Latin Cross 
• Dog 

 
 This Celtic cross is from OakDale Cemetery in Wilmington, North Carolina. 
 
The animals in the middle of the cross are dogs. In the Celtic tradition, dogs are 
the symbols of loyalty and protective vigilance. The circle (nimbus) on a Celtic 
cross is a symbol of Irish Christianity and the sun & eternity. On the three arms at 
the top is the Celtic knot which is a symbol of unity and since they have open 
circles, the circles are symbol of eternity again. Also, knots in the Celtic tradition 

ward off evil spirits. There are 
three which are the symbol of 
the Trinity (Father, Son and 
Holy Ghost.) In the one on 
the left, there are three rocks, 
stones or some other objects 
which is also a symbol of the 
Trinity. 
 
The two figures are symbols 
of mother earth because the 
Celtic tradition started out as 
Pagan.    
 
The Serpents with erect 
heads are symbols of human 
wisdom. You will notice that 
both earth goddesses have 
two snakes on each side of 
each figure. Two snakes 
together is a symbol of death. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 



    The part of a Latin 
cross on the left is from Oakland Cemetery 

near the Jasper Newton Smith Mausoleum at the front. The one on the left is 
from Oak Hill Cemetery in Birmingham.  The two crosses are similar because 
they both are Latin Crosses, which is usually the most prevalent in Victorian 
Cemeteries and have a top piece that can be removed. Obviously, the one in 
Oakland is missing. 
 
Please also note that the picture on the right has a Crucifix. I believe that the 
section of Oak Hill Cemetery where I took the picture is an Italian Catholic 
section because many of the monuments have Crucifixes and are written in 
Italian.  

 
This dog funerary monument is in Maple Hill Cemetery in 
Helena, Arkansas. The dog, as mentioned above, is a 
symbol of loyalty and protective vigilance. What are 
fascinating about this monument for Dr. Emile Overton 
Moore, Born October 2, 1854 and murdered February 16, 
1893 are the epitaphs on the monument: 
 
(First side) His errors were the errors of a man and they 
stood out in bold contrast with the time - serving two-faced 
hypocrites who conspired to have him murdered. 
 

(Second side) He is now beyond the reach of blame or praise.  And love will 
hope and faith will trust that he has felt the joy that is felt where there are no 
tears and no graves. Underneath the dog on top is the word WAITING. 
 


