
Saint Patrick  is the snake 
because he drove the snakes 
out of Ireland. It conveys en-
ergy, sin, evil, force, night, 
subterranean life, fertility, 
power to heal, generative en-
ergy, regeneration, the devil, 
secrecy, hiding, danger, death, 
materialism, slavery, tempta-
tion, fascination, jealously, 
wisdom of the deep,  guardian 
of the springs of life, immortal-
ity,  the superior riches of the 
spirit, great mysteries, forces 
of destruction, seduction of 
strength by matter, the inferior 
within the superior, the evil 
inherit in all worldly things, the 
evil side of nature, the femi-
nine principal, a phallic symbol 
and  the unconscious express-
ing itself suddenly and unex-
pectedly with terrible or fright-
ening results.      

One of my favorite parts of 
spotlighting Saint Patrick’s Day 
is covering Saint Patrick be-
cause so much that we know 
about him is legend and not 
fact. If you have ever been to 
Saint Patrick’s Cathedral in 
Dublin, you can feel that leg-
end as well.  

Because of his legend status, 
there are many symbols con-
nected to him:  shamrock con-
veys the trinity: Father, Son 
and Holy Ghost because of its 
three leaves. It also conveys 
loyalty and emblem of Ireland. 
The color green conveys fertil-
ity, life, growth, rebirth, immor-
tality, spiritual integrity, victory 
over the vicissitudes, victory 
over flesh, youth, hope, spring, 
regeneration of the spirit, 

freshness, innocence, liberty, 
peace, inexperience, sympa-
thy, charity, vegetation, spiri-
tual initiation, expectation, 
obedience, associated with 
water in pagan rites, a femi-
nine color, neutrality, passivity, 
indecision, material decay, 
decay in general,  and decom-
position. 

Another symbol related to 

I have been to Ireland twice 
but have never seen the Blar-
ney Stone. I have been fasci-
nated by the legend of it. It is 
located at Blarney Castle in 
the county of Cork. I have been 
to the county of Cork and the 
charming town of Waterford. 
For those who are not familiar 

with the Blarney stone, it is 
bluestone built into the battle-
ments of Blarney Castle. Leg-
end has it that if you kiss the 
stone, you will have the gift of 
gab (great eloquence or the 
gift of  flattery).  The word 
“blarney” has come to mean 
clever, flattering or coaxing 
talk. 
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• Color green con-
veys fertility, life 
and growth 

• Celtic cross con-
veys Christianity 

• The harp conveys 
a bridge between 
heaven and 
earth , contem-
plation,  joy, 
praise,  and po-
etry 

•  Niobe conveys 
mourning or grief 
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One of the greatest things 
about doing this newsletter is  
the new friends that I have 
gained and the inspirational 
things they have sent me 

One is Kenneth Cadenhead 
who read about my symbol-
ism newsletter in the Associa-
tion for Gravestone Studies 
email newsletter and has 
been a subscriber for couple 
of years. 

In 2002, he wrote a book 

called “ James Cadenhead, 
RSA: Keeping his memory 
Green” which is just a stun-
ning book.  If you are not 
familiar with James Caden-
head, you should be because 
he was an extremely talented 
poet and painter. 

He lived from 1887 to 1927 
and was influenced by Im-
pressionism and the Japa-
nese style. Several of his 
works are now in the City Art 
Center in Edinburgh, Scot-

land. 

That Saint Patrick introduced 
the Celtic cross into Ireland 
by incorporating a circle, 
representing the sun, into the 
Christian cross, thereby unit-
ing a pagan symbol with a 
Christian, serves neatly for 
legend. The sun cross, a 
cross inside a circle, has 
been common in various 
cultures for millennia, and 
indeed it may have served as 
inspiration.     

cle (nimbus) on a Celtic 
cross is a symbol of Irish 
Christianity and the sun & 
eternity. On the three arms at 
the top is the Celtic knot 
which is a symbol of unity 
and since they have open 
circles, the circles are sym-
bols of eternity again. Also, 
knots in the Celtic tradition 
ward off evil spirits. There are 

We have visited this type of 
Celtic Cross because there 
is one very similar  is Oak-
dale Cemetery in Wilming-
ton, North Carolina. The 
animals in the middle of the 
cross are dogs. In the Celtic 
tradition, dogs are 
the symbols of loyalty and 
protective vigilance. The cir-

three which are the symbol of 
the Trinity (Father, Son and 
Holy Ghost.) In the one on 
the left, there are three 
rocks, stones or some other 
objects which is also a sym-
bol of the Trinity. The two 
figures are symbols of 
mother earth because the 
Celtic tradition started out as 
Pagan. 

over death and the triumph 
over of eternal life. They both 
hold books, likely the Bible, 
the closed one suggesting  a 
life guided to completion by 
scripture and the open one 
the spiritual wisdom that 
leads to an eternal life 
heaven word, in the direction 
of her gaze.  The flame above 
the ladies’ heads conveys life.                                               

The Neal monument marks 
the graves of a mother, Molly, 
and daughter, Mary Lizzie. 
The daughter died at the 
young age of twenty-two, and 
the mother, never recovering 
from her grief, five years later. 

Representing the mother and 
daughter, the statues employ 
classical motifs such as the 
laurel wreath and palm 
branch, both signifying victory 

Celtic Cross in Beechwood  
Cemetery, Centerville, MA 

J A M E S  C A D E N H E A D ’ S                   
C E L T I C  G R A V E  M A R K E R  

C e l t i c  c r o s s ,  c a p e  c o d  

P a g e  2  

N e a l  m a r k e r ,  O a k l a n d  
c e m e t e r y  “May you live a 

long life. Full of 
gladness and 
health, with a 
pocket of full of 
gold as the least of 
your wealth.” 
 
Anonymous 

 

S A I N T  P A T R I C K ’ S  D A Y  

Neal Monument, Oakland 
Cemetery, Atlanta 



the ladies’ heads conveys life.                                                

their legends and the Irish are no ex-
ception to the rule with the wonder-
fully whimsical leprechaun. They con-
vey  good luck because if a man cap-
tures a leprechaun, he can grant the 
captor three wishes if he lets the lep-
rechaun go. 

The leprechauns spend all their time 
busily making shoes and storing away 
all their gold found at the end of a 
rainbow. 

The name leprechaun is derived from 
the leprechaun defined by Patrick  

Deenen as a “pygmy,  a sprite or a 
leprechaun”.    

The Leprechaun originally had differ-
ent appearances in different parts of 
Ireland. For example, in the 19th Cen-
tury, the Leprechaun wore red and not 
green. Samuel Lover, wrote in 1831, 
that the Leprechaun “...quite a beau in 
his dress, notwithstanding, for he 
wears a red-square coat, richly laced 
with gold, and inexpressible of the 
same, crooked hat, shoes and 
buckle.” 

rick’s Day without a green 
beer. Of course, that tradition 
includes having your favorite 
Irish stout with green coloring 
in it. Naturally the green color 
shows through better with 
lighter colored beer but any 
beer will do. Even a jet black 
stout will get a distinctly green 
head if you add a drop of color 
to the glass before pouring.    

 Beer conveys masculinity, the 
drink of the common man, and  
in very ancient times, the drink 
of the gods (later replaced by 
wine.) 

The great thing about Saint 
Patrick’s Day is that it brings 
out the green in everyone. 
What is your favorite green 
outfit? 

It is not a proper Saint Pat-

a harlot. 

The Irish Harp is actually called  
a  Clarsach.  Until the end of 
the Middle Ages, the historical 
Clarsach was the highest 
status musical instrument of 
both Scotland and Ireland, and 
harpers were among the most 
prestigious cultural figures 
amongst Irish and Scottish 
kings and chiefs. In both coun-
tries, the harper enjoyed spe-
cial rights and played a crucial 
part in ceremonial occasions 
such as coronations and po-
etic recitals. 

 The harp conveys a bridge 
between heaven and earth , 
contemplation,  joy, praise, 
poetry, music, worship in 
heaven, sadness, human 
stress, suffering, religious mu-
sic in general, the book of 
Psalms in particular, related to 
heaven, the mystic ladder to 
heaven, longing for love or 
death, soothing of strained 
nerves, related to blindness in 
conjunction with cunning or 
aristocracy, and instrument of 

l e p r e c h a u n  

I R I S H  G R E E N  B E E R  

H a r p  

P a g e  3  I S S U E  5 7  

Dance as if no 
one were watching, 
Sing as if no one 
was listening,  
And live every day 
as if it were your 
last. 
    Anonymous  

       

 

 

 

 

 

Many cultures have fairies as part of 

A modern stereotypical  depiction of a lepre-
chaun  popularized in the 20th Century. 

IRISH HARP 



most famous one is Niobe that I have 
seen in both Oakland Cemetery, At-
lanta and Mount Olive Cemetery, 
Nashville.   Inherited from Classical 
Mythology, Niobe ranted and raved 
about how wonderful her seven daugh-
ters and seven sons were instead of 
worshipping  the goddess Leto. This 
did not set well with Leto and she had 
her two children, Artemis and Apollo 
killed the 14 children. Niobe was so 
upset over the death of her 14 chil-
dren, she cried all the time. Leto 
quickly became tired of hearing Niobe 
cry all the time that she had her turned 
into stone. Supposedly, if you look very 
carefully at a Niobe mourning sculp-
ture, you can see human tear drops at 

 Cori Ander, one of my faithful sub-
scribers, sent me this picture to the 
right. She was wondering if any one 
recognizes the cemetery where this 
sculpture resides. She remembers 
visiting the cemetery  located in Cali-
fornia in the 80s and says that there 
are wild peacocks wandering it and a 
member of the Donner party is buried 
there. 

If you recognize the sculpture and the 
cemetery, please let me know and I 
will forward it to Cori. For your informa-
tion,  my email address is: rwater-
house@comcast.net.  

The mourning woman is very prevalent 
in Victorian cemeteries. Probably the 

the corner of her eyes. 
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EDITOR’S NOTES 

One of my favorite celebrations is Saint    

Patrick’s because it filled with so many sym-

bols including:  the shamrock, snakes, and 

beer.  

Thanks for your continued support of the 

newsletter and I look forward to receiving 

your comments. 

Richard Waterhouse 
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C a n  y o u  n a m e  t h i s  c e m e t e r y ?  

The mission of Waterhouse Symbolism is to 
research and document symbols nationally and 
internationally.  

Do you have ideas for 
future newsletters? 

Do you recognize this cemetery? 

Waterhouse  
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