
The image shows Father Time 
with a scythe and an hour 
glass, a skeleton snuffing out 
life and an arrow and a candle 
with a globe base. 
 
Father Time conveys change, 
passage of time, and the end-
ing of another year. The coun-
terpart to this symbol is the 
new year baby which conveys 
new beginning and looking 
towards the future of the new 
year. Also, this figure can be 
thought of as the Grim Reaper 
who conveys death. 
 
The scythe conveys time, 
death, autumn, harvest, death 
of the old year, weapon of 
peasants, passivity, castration, 
the inexorable march of time, 
and renewed hopes for rebirth. 
 
The hour glass conveys the 
transiency of life, time, inver-
sion, evanescence, creation 
and destruction,   perpetual 

inversion of the upper and 
lower worlds, death, and night-
time as opposed to the sundial 
which conveys daytime. 
 
The candle conveys life, espe-
cially, that of an individual, 
hope, learning , festivity, the 
eternal soul, charm against 
evil spirits and Christ as the 
light of the world. The skeleton 
snuffing out the candle con-
veys one’s life ending here on 
earth, and beginning an eter-
nal life that has no beginning 
and no end. Candles and 
torches being snuffed out are 
seen a great deal in Victorian 
cemeteries and many times 
angels are responsible for the 
snuffing out. 
 
The globe or sphere conveys 
the world, intellectual life, 
thought, abstraction, perfec-
tion, unity, God, creative mo-
tion, a celestial or terrestrial 
form, the wheel of life and a 
deity form. 

This is similar to the one above 
but Father time has lost his 
scythe and pointing the soul 
towards heaven. If you have 
visited Christian based Victo-
rian cemeteries, you see lots 
of references to pointing the 
soul towards heaven including 
angels, obelisks and fingers.           

The King’s Chapel Burying 
Ground is located on the Free-
dom Trail in Boston. It is the 
oldest burying ground in Bos-
ton Proper and is the final 
resting place for many colo-
nists, including John Winthrop, 
the Colony's 12 term governor 
and Hezekiah Usher, the col-
ony's first printer. 
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• Scythe conveys 
time and death of 
an old year (2011) 

• Sleeping baby 
conveys resurrec-
tion and eternal 
life 

• Snow conveys 
death, blindness 
and nothingness 

• Hand conveys 
hand of God and 
either points or 
takes the soul to 
heaven 

This wonderful image is from  
King’s Chapel Burying Ground 

(c. 1630 ) in Boston 

Another image from King’s 
Chapel Burying Ground 

(c.1630) in Boston    



Because of the high mortality 
rate of children during the 
mid to late 19th 
Century in the United States, 
parents purchased many 
gravestones showing the 
children sleeping. 
 
The Victorian Christians be-
lieved that death was a 
sleeping or resting place 
before the second coming so 
many children were shown 
sleeping upon their 
graves. Other ways children 
were portrayed were as an-
gels kneeling, sitting 

and sometimes pointing their 
souls to heaven. 
 
This photograph is from the 
book "Final Thoughts: Eternal 
Beauty in Stone"  page 37 by 
John Thomas Grant.  A great 
epitaph accompanies the 
photograph: 
 
Happy the babe who privi-
leged thus by fate, 
to shorter labor and a lighter 
weight, 
received but yesterday the 
gift of breath, 
ordered tomorrow to return 
to death. 1812 

 
 
 

Also, notice the rocks at the 
base of this rather small 
sculpture. When a person 
leaves rocks on or at the 
base of a gravestone, they 
are doing the gesture out of 
respect for the person and to 
remember them. 

If you follow my newsletters, 
this appeared in newsletter 
number four (Nov. 2006). 

The Sleeping Girl is on the 
Lynch plot in Oakland Ceme-
tery - Atlanta, Georgia. 

 In Victorian cemeteries, 
there are many symbols re-
lated to sleeping including 
blankets, pillows, tassels, 
etc. Also, the word cemetery 
means sleeping place. 

 

enza. In many Victorian 
cemeteries the sexton wrote 
down the cause of death in 
the grave records and in 
many cases, it was recorded 
as diphtheria, a highly con-
tagious disease of the upper 
respiratory system because 
it was one of the most com-
mon causes of death among 
children from the mid-
nineteen century to the early 
twentieth. 

This particular kneeling baby 
is found in Mount Auburn 
Cemetery, Cambridge, MA. 
These sculptures are found 
throughout the country with 
wings and without wings like 
this particular one. 

The death of children, during 
the mid-19th century was a 
common thing because vacci-
nations were unavailable for 
smallpox, diphtheria and influ-

s l e e p i n g  b a b y  

P a g e  2  

K n e e l i n g  b a b y  
Oh if a man tried  
To take his time on 
Earth  
And prove before he 
died  
What one man's life 
could be worth  
I wonder what would 
happen  
to this world  
 
On the gravestone of 
Harry Chapin 81) 

N E W  Y E A R  S Y M B O L S  

B a b y  g r a v e s  

The Precious Ones, 2010, John Grant 
Photograph,  Green-Wood Cemetery, Brooklyn, New York 



wich central.  

Winter conveys  old age, death, dor-
mancy hate, darkness, misery, cold-
ness, involute death with the promise 
of rebirth. 

The Sandwich Old Town Cemetery was 
begun in 1687 and has many of the 
early symbols of colonial cemeteries 
like the weeping willow (mourning or 
grief), urn (anointing the soul), cher-
ubs (protectors or guardians) and 
skulls (evil and death). 

 

 

 

 

 

eternal life, divine wisdom, the 
cross, the Church, life, the 
home of the spirits or the gods, 
the feminine, and earth’s fe-
cundity. 
 
Notice the dead tree stump 
(life cut short) and the baby 
lambs at the bottom. They 
convey sweetness, forgiveness, 
meekness, weakness, inno-
cence, sacrifice, temperance, 
Christ, God’s love, frolic, purity, 
pure thought, and the just 
man. 

Another symbol of the new 
year is trees because even 
though they are dormant this 
time of year, they are very 
much alive inside waiting for 
the spring. 
 
Trees convey immortality, the 
life of the cosmos, the link 
between the worlds (heaven, 
earth, and the underworld), 
longevity, fertility, mythic as-
cension, the slow process of 
inviduation, wisdom, universe, 

Purple conveys royalty, noble 
birth, dignity, mourning, wis-
dom, power, spirituality, a reli-
gious color, penitence, subli-
mation, fasting, abstinence, 
love, justice, wisdom, knowl-
edge and imperial power.  
 
Red conveys love, virility, cour-
age, anger, war, divine zeal, 
creative force, imperial power, 
love of God, patriotism, sacri-
fice, revolution, charity, senti-
ment, and sin. 
 
Green conveys fertility, life, 
growth, rebirth, immortality, 
spiritual integrity and youth. 

Fireworks, which we clearly 
see all over the world during 
New Year’s  celebrations, con-
vey fertility, warding  off of evil 
spirits, purification and cele-
bration. 
 
Also, colors are important for 
the image to the right: yellow 
conveys the sun,  fruitfulness, 
beneficence, joy, truth, king-
ship, intuition, magnanimity, 
intellect, cowardice, incon-
stancy, adultery, jealousy, 
death and decay, and sensa-
tionalism. 
 

S N O W ,  L E T  I T  S N O W  

T R E E  

F I R E W O R K S  

P a g e  3  I S S U E  6 7  

The object of a 
new year is 
not that we 
should have a 
new year. It is 
that we should 
have a new 
soul . G.K. 
Chesterton 

 One of the symbols of  January and 
winter in the northeast is  snow which 
conveys  death, blindness, nothing-
ness, purity, chastity, impotence, fri-
gidity, especially in women, and virgin-
ity.  

The image  to the right is a snow day 
at Old Town Cemetery in Sandwich 
which is probably my favorite cemetery 
in the village. The early settlers had it 
right when they chose this spot for 
their eternity because it sits on the 
beautiful Shawme Pond near Sand-

 

 



My interpretation is that the fist is 
definitely the fist of God and I don't 
think Diane’s  interpretation of heaven 
and hell is far off the mark. Grave-
stones prior to the 19th century were 
definitely more doom and gloom than 
the stones of the mid 19th Century. 
The ministers at that point were 
preaching hell and brimstone and if 
you did not change your ways, you 
were going to straight to hell. For that 
reason, the symbols on the stones 
were pretty dismal like skulls, weeping 
willows, and urns.  Any other ideas? 
 
The stone is made of sandstone  and 
the reason is because all of western 
Carroll County in the Taneytown area is 
underlain by sedimentary rock – the 
reddish sandstones and shales. 

The picture to the right comes from 
Diane Nesmeyer. She sends it from 
one of her colleagues.  

According to here colleague, “The 
sandstone is for Peter Erb, born 14 
APR 1738, died 1 MAR 1774. He is 
buried at St. Mary's Lutheran Re-
formed cemetery in Silver Run, Carroll 
County, MD. The wife is buried in the 
same cemetery. She died in 1809 but 
doesn't have the same symbol on her 
stone. There is no other symbol similar 
to this that the group has found in 
Carroll County. The marker is made of 
sandstone and was recently pieced 
together by volunteers. The script is 
German and the cemetery is near York 
County in Pennsylvania”. 
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NOTES FROM THE EDITOR 

I can’t believe we are actually beginning a 

New Year (2012). What a year full of so many 

symbols including over 110 in these newslet-

ters. Can you believe it? Thanks for your con-

tinued support and I look forward providing 

many symbols in the future 

Take care, 

 

Richard Waterhouse 
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M Y S T E R Y  S Y M B O L  O F  T H E  M O N T H  

The mission of Waterhouse Symbolism is to 
research and document symbols locally, regionally, 
nationally and internationally.  

What are your ideas 
for future newsletters? 
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