
   

If we think about Thanksgiving, 

we should concentrate on the 

symbolism of the turkey. It 

conveys  arrogance, pride, 

foolishness, lunacy, senseless 

anger, orientation, and vanity. 

 

On the Cape,  we have flocks 

of wild turkeys that wander 

around blocking traffic and 

everything else in their path. 

The latest flock has been 

hanging out near the Heritage 

Museums & Garden in Sand-

wich. 

 

You probably also know the 

story about Benjamin Franklin 

preferring the turkey to the 

eagle and wished that it had 

been the national bird. He 

writes in a letter to his daugh-

ter, “for my own part I wish the 

bald eagle had not been cho-

sen the representative of our 

country. He is a bird of bad 

moral character, He does not 

get his living honestly. You 

may have seen him perched 

on some dead tree near the 

river, where too lazy to fish for 

himself, he watches the labour 

of the fishing hawk 

and when the diligent 

bird has at length tak-

en a fish, and is bear-

ing it to his nest for the 

support of his mate 

and the young ones, 

the bald eagle pursues 

him and takes it from 

him.” 

 

The wreath, which 

reminds us of the 

Christmas season, 

conveys eternity, cele-

bration, mourning, victory,  

resurrection, and memory. 

Different types of wreaths 

meaning different things: ivy 

wreath conveys conviality; oak 

wreath conveys strength, hos-

pitality, and victory on the 

seas; and a willow wreath con-

veys bereavement, death and 

mourning. 

 

The cranberry conveys the divine 

seed present in all lower nature. In 

flower language which is related to 

botanical symbols, it is the cure for 

headaches. 

It was originally called crane berry 

and arrives its name from its pink 

berry and long dropping head. 

The pilgrims changed its name to 

cranberry and found a way to 

sweeten it by adding  maple syrup. 

Through the years, there have 

emerged many cranberry recipes 

specifically used for Thanksgiving 

day celebrations. What is your 

favorite cranberry recipe? 
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 Turkey conveys 

arrogance, pride 

and foolishness 

 Cranberry conveys  

the divine seed 

present in all 

lower nature 

 Cornucopia cov-

eys abundance 

and nourishment 

 Brooms convey  

victory, domi-

nance and insight 

 Skulls and  sickles 

convey death 

Cranberries 

Turkey and Wreath, symbols for 

Cahoon Museum of American 

Art fall fundraiser,                 

November 10, 2012 



Corn or always been a major 

supplement of the Thanksgiv-

ing dinner for centuries. It 

conveys fertility and rebirth. 

 

To the right, the ear of corn 

cut by a sickle being held by 

a hand is the symbol of life 

cut short and mourning or 

death. The hand can also be 

a reference to God and the 

idea that God chooses when 

and where we all die. Even 

though we die here on earth, 

we will have eternal life. Also, 

the epitaphs on this stone 

are pretty remarkable. At the 

top, we see “the Reapers are 

the Angeler” and the bottom, 

we see “as a Shock of Corn 

in His Season.” In other 

words, God decides when it is 

one’s time to go.  

 

Burial Hill (1657-1892) is 

one of the first burial places 

for American Pilgrims. Over-

looking the famous Plymouth 

Rock and Harbor, it is the 

final resting place of William 

Bradford, who served as Gov-

ernor of Plymouth Colony. 

 

Corn or maize was first do-

mesticated by the Meso 

Americans in ancient civiliza-

tions . Beginning in 2500 BC, 

the crop spread throughout 

the Americas and is still a 

very valuable commodity in 

current times. 

 

In the United States, it is the 

most widely grown crop with 

332 metric tons grown annu-

ally.  Approximately forty per-

cent of the corn is grown for 

ethanol. There are basically 

two types of corn: sweet corn 

which is for human consump-

tion and field corn used for 

feeding cattle. Do you have a 

favorite corn Thanksgiving 

recipe?   

Wynn Montgomery sent 

these  two gravestone mark-

ers from Riverside Cemetery 

in Denver, CO. Please help us  

identify them. 

Riverside Cemetery was 

founded in 1876 and is Den-

ver’s oldest operating ceme-

tery and is designated  as a 

national historic district. 

Cornucopia or horn of plenty 

conveys abundance and nour-

ishment and is part of the 

United States Thanksgiving 

celebrations. Usually, the horn  

shaped container is overflow-

ing with produce, flowers, 

nuts, other edibles, or wealth 

in some form. 

The origin of the cornucopia 

begins in Greek Mythology  

and probably involves the 

birth and nurturance of Zeus. 

C O U P L E  U N K N O W N  S Y M B O L S  

P a g e  2  

C O R N U C O P I A  

 
My cooking is 
so bad my kids 
thought 
Thanksgiving 
was to 
commemorate 
Pearl Harbor. 
 
Phyllis Diller 
(1917-2012) 
 
 

T H A N K S G I V I N G   

C O R N   

Burial Hill, Plymouth, MA 

He had to be hidden from  his 

father  in a cave on the island 

of Crete. He was nourished by 

the goat Amalthea with her 

milk. Zeus accidently broke 

one of her horns which be-

came a symbol of divine pow-

er to provide unending nour-

ishment.  

Currently, the cornucopia is 

associate with the book Hun-

ger Games with weapons and 

supplies.  



Minnie holding the four sisters in her 

arms by raising and educating them. 

The monument, being ceramic, al-

lowed for a full range of colors, making 

it one most vivid gravestones in Mount 

Hope Cemetery.” 

The back side of the monument is 

incredible as well. It shows a compli-

cated overlapping of beautiful ferns 

which convey resurrection Ferns in the 

fall are one of the last ones to hiber-

nate and one of the first ones to 

emerge in the spring, 

                                        

convey victory, dominance, 

insight, wisdom, power to do 

away with worry and trouble, 

servility, witch’s steed. It is also 

the attribute of housewives 

and well meaning fairies. The 

idea or concept of a broom 

placed by a cottage door con-

veys that the woman is not at 

home. 

 

The pagan symbol of the 

broom is included in the list of 

ritual tools in pagan books. 

Representing the element of 

air, they are used in the purifi-

cation of air.  

During my lecture on the sym-

bols of Halloween at the Ca-

hoon Museum, someone 

asked the question of why the 

broom is connected to the 

witch.  

 

From the research I have done, 

brooms have been connected 

to witches and witchcraft for 

many years. The first known 

case is 1453, is, interestingly 

enough, connected through 

folklore to a male witch know 

as Guillaume Edelin. Brooms 

  Charles Paul Gruppe (1860-

1940) is also buried at Mount 

Hope Cemetery. He was a 

premier Tonalist painter  

known for soft brushwork and 

his dark, Dutch inspired pal-

ette. 

 

The palette conveys art and 

his attribute of an artist such 

as Charles Paul Gruppe. 

 

Leaves convey happiness, 

transitoriness, a true fact or 

idea and people coming and 

going. Oak leaves, which you 

see here convey bravery.  

 M I N N I E  S N Y D E R  B U F F              

C L A Y  G R A V E S T O N E  

A  Q U E S T I O N  A B O U T  W I T C H E S  &  B R O O M S  

P a g e  3  I S S U E  7 7  

 
 
Gratitude is the 
inward feeling of 
kindness received.  
 
Thankfulness is the 
natural impulse to 
express that 
feeling.  
 
Thanksgiving is the 
following of that 
impulse. 
 
Henry Van Dyke
(1852-1933) 

Bob Carlson sent me info on the 

gravestone to the right which he re-

ceived from Lynda Skaddan, the great 

niece of Minnie Snyder Buff (1871-

1942). In a new book about 125 most 

unique gravestones in Mount Hope, 

Lynn Selhat  states that “the clay 

gravestone was done by Lynda Skad-

dan, a Philadelphia clay artist. Each of 

the four white ceramic flowers repre-

sent one of the four sisters one of the 

sisters was Lynda Skaddan’s mother. 

The hands convey the idea of Aunt Courtesy of The Friends of Mount Hope 

Cemetery, Rochester, NY 

    A N O T H E R  F A S C I N A T I N G  

G R A V E S T O N E  F R O M            

M o u n t  h o p e  c e m e t e r y  

Courtesy of The Friends of Mount Hope Cemetery, 

Rochester, NY 



Europe,  talks about the gravemarkers 

in  Ouderkirk. He explains that 

“towards the end of the seventeenth 

century, gravestones become more 

elaborate, and it is striking that very 

frequently show detailed representa-

tions of people, thus flouting the Bibli-

cal ban on imagery. Very often the 

particular picture on these graves were 

requested buried beneath them. All 

this outraged the strict Ashkenazim 

who were also horrified by the many 

symbols of death common to Christian 

belief (skulls, sickles, hourglasses, 

putti, and crying children). The literal 

use of such general symbols can most 

likely be explained by the fact that 

Sephardic Jews had lived as Christians 

for around a hundred years and had 

during this time come into contact with 

Christian art”. 

 Rabbi Joshua Segal who wrote the 

incredibly informative book, A Field 

Guide to Visiting a Jewish Cemetery: A 

Spiritual Journey to the Past, Present 

and Future,  sent the picture to the 

right and asks the question “do you 

know anything about the use of death 

heads on Sephardic Jewish monu-

ments in places like Ouderkirk?” Any-

one know the reason for the use of 

death heads? 

Ouderkirk Cemetery, near Amsterdam 

is the same one I  included in a picture 

by  Jacob Van Ruisdael (Dutch, 

1628/9-1682) called The Jewish Cem-

etery, 1655-60 in last month’s news-

letter on All Hallows’ Eve.  The Ceme-

tery is still an active cemetery. You can 

actually go to the cemetery and experi-

ence the hill that Ruisdael shows in 

the painting. Joacham Jacobs, in his 

book Houses of Life: Jewish Cemeter-

ies in  
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NOTES FROM THE  EDITOR 

It is always gratifying how many people send 

in great comments and suggestions every 

month about symbols but also what wonder-

ful cemeteries you all suggest that I visit on 

my symbols pilgrimages.  For example, some-

one suggested Forest Hills Cemetery near 

Boston and another suggested  and Grove 

Street Cemetery in New Haven, CT. They are 

both on my list! 

 

Take care, 

Richard Waterhouse 

 

W A T E R H O U S E  

S Y M B O L I S M  

N E W S L E T T E R # 7 7  

A  J E W I S H  G R A V E S T O N E  

Q U E S T I O N  

The mission of Waterhouse Symbolism is to 

research and document symbols locally, regionally, 

nationally and internationally.  

What are your ideas 

for future newsletters? 

 

Waterhouse  
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