
 This particular wreath is on the  

Peters Lot in Historic Oakland 

Cemetery in Atlanta. It is part 

of a wonderful program where 

they are offering fresh, hand-

made wreaths to be placed on 

graves as a token of remem-

brance for your loved ones. 

The wreaths will be placed 

starting the first week of De-

cember and removed in early 

January. No family here, no 

worries! Additional wreaths 

may be ordered and picked up 

at the Visitors Center for your 

home or loved ones.  

 

Prices for the service range 

from $30 to $35.00. If you are 

interested in participating, 

please contact Historic Oak-

land Foundation at 404 688-

2107. Please place order by 

December 15. Proceeds from 

the sale will benefit the ceme-

tery gardens. 

 

A Christmas wreath conveys 

celebration and resurrection. 

 

 

 

The cactus conveys protection, the 

dessert, a waste land, warmth, 

ardent love, and grandeur. 

We believe that the origin of the 

Christmas cactus is pagan but it 

was adapted by the Christians and 

is particularly connected to the 

Nativity.  

The idea of giving a Christmas 

cactus as a gift for Christmas 

because it blooms during this 

time of year has no religious 

symbolism. 

The Christmas cactus was origi-

nally a forest cactus which grew 

in  southeastern Brazil.  They 

grew as an epiphyte which 

means that they gained their 

nutrients from moisture in the air 

and rain. 
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 Cactus conveys  

protection, waste 

land and warmth 

 Doll conveys  the 

soul, an ancestor, 

fertility,  and eter-

nal beauty with  

no feelings 

 Tree conveys 

immortality, the 

life of the cosmos, 

the link between 

the three worlds 

(heaven, earth 

and the under-

world) 

Christmas cactus 

Christmas wreath, Oakland Cemetery, Atlanta 



The work to the right is by 

Katherine Richardson Wire-

man (1878-1966) and is 

called Girl with Christmas 

Gifts, c. 1926, oil on canvas, 

30 x 20 inches , private col-

lection. 

 

Many symbols are related to 

this work. First is the child 

which conveys  the future, 

innocence, purity, beginning, 

dawn, spring, unity with na-

ture, conjunction of the con-

scious and the unconscious, 

a sign of impending  benefi-

cent change, ignorance, in-

gratitude, forgetfulness, and 

the preconscious. 

 

The doll conveys the soul, an 

ancestor, fertility,  and eter-

nal beauty with  no feelings. 

 

Holly conveys a holy tree, mid

-winter, the second half of 

the year, eternal life, domes-

tic happiness, good will, 

prickliness, and Christmas. 

 

The dog conveys flattery, 

contempt, impurity, depravi-

ty, envy, fury, faithfulness, 

obedience and the will.  

 

Another important part of this  

painting are the symbols of 

colors. Red conveys  love, 

courage, creative force, love 

of God, charity, sentiment, 

and loyalty. 

 

Blue conveys the sky, sancti-

fication, piety, intuition, time 

and space, truth, eternity, 

live, calmness and contem-

plation. 

 

Green conveys fertility, life, 

growth, rebirth, immortality, 

spiritual integrity, youth, 

hope, liberty, peace, inexperi-

ence and charity. 

cility, weakness, innocence, 

sacrifice, Christ, God’s love, 

frolic, purity, pure thought, 

and the just man.  

Shepherds convey the con-

ductor of souls to the land of 

the dead, Christ, the priest, a 

protector, bishops of the 

Christian church, guardians 

The painting to the right is a 

Nativity scene by Italian artist 

Duccio di Buoninsegna. 

Angels convey spiritual influ-

ences acting upon earth, 

messenger of God, saintli-

ness and sweetness. 

Lambs convey sweetness, 

forgiveness, meekness,  do-

of ancient wisdom, and the 

moon. 

The color of gold conveys 

solar light, divine intelligence, 

virtue, superiority, pure light, 

heaven, worldly wealth, the 

sun, divinity, the glory of God, 

sacredness, revealed truth, 

marriage, fruitfulness, and 

the glory of faith triumphant. 

This wonderful illustration t o 

the right is by Norman Rock-

well and clearly shows how 

many of us can relate to the  

struggle this man is having  

decorating the Christmas tree. 

The tree conveys immortality, 

the life of the cosmos, the link 

between the three worlds 

(heaven, earth and the under-

world), longevity, fertility, 

mythic ascension, the slow 

process of individuation,    

         N A T I V I T Y    

P a g e  2  

C H R I S T M A S  T R E E  

It Came Upon 
a Midnight 
Clear 
That glorious 
song of old  
From angels 
bending near 
the Earth  
To touch their 
harps of gold  
Edmund 
Hamilton 
Sears (1810-
1876) 
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Girl with Christmas Gifts 

wisdom, universe and eternal 

life. 

The glass balls that go on 

Christmas trees convey the 

perfection, and eternity. 

On late 19th century         

Christmas trees, we found 

candles which convey life, 

especially that of an individu-

al, hope, learning, festivity, 

eternal soul and charm 

against evil.   



at Forest Hills called The Citizen Sol-

dier.  

Forest Hills is the home to four memo-

rials by French, the eminent artist best 

known for the Lincoln Memorial in 

Washington, DC. 

Some symbols related to this monu-

ment include: cloaked angel of death 

conveys protection and guidance. 

Roses convey innocence and beauty. 

Youth conveys innocence and creativi-

ty. The sphinx which the young man is 

carving conveys intellect, power, enig-
ma, and triumph over matter.                                             

This zinc marker is located on Cape Cod and has a wonderful 

epitaph: 

 

HERE LIES MY BODY, 

MOULDERING TO CLAY, 

BUT THE SPIRIT HAS 

FLOWN TO THE REALMS 

OF DAY, 

WHERE ALL CAN DWELL 

IN PEACE AND LOVE 

IN THE BEAUTIFUL CITY, 

THE FAIR COURTS ABOVE. 

 

I CONVERSED WITH THE SPIRITS OF THE DEAD FOR 

FORTY YEARS AS WITH THE LIVING  

Auxiliary at Gettysburg Nation-

al Memorial Park. 

 

Archangel Michael has visited 

the Waterhouse Symbolism 

Newsletter before. For those 

who follow my newsletters, it 

is in number 38. That Michael 

is located at Lakeview Ceme-

tery in Cleveland, Ohio. Mi-

chael is the militant angel 

and is viewed as the field 

commander of the Army of 

God. In Renaissance paint-

ing, he is seen as young and 

beautiful, clothed in a daz-

zling coat with a sword, 

spear and shield.  

Another wonderful angel at 

Forest Hills is the one to the 

right which is a memorial to 

Edward Thaw, Jr. (1908-1931). 

 

Thaw died while piloting his 

small plane from Quincy, MA to 

the west coast. His mother 

commissioned Jerome Brush 

to make this granite Art Deco 

portrait of Thaw in his pilot 

gear with the Archangel Mi-

chael at his side. The granite is 

probably from Concord, MA 

 

Jerome Brush also completed 

the Civil War New York State 

 A N O T H E R  A N G E L  

I N T E R E S T I N G  C A P E  C O D  G R A V E S T O N E  
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Time when our 
steps slow to the 
song 
Of falling flakes 
and crackling 
flames  
When silver stars 
are high and still 
Deep in the velvet 
of the night sky 
 

From the  song 
Fallow way by 
Judy Collins 

I had the pleasure of visiting Forest 

Hills Cemetery in Boston two consecu-

tive weekend days in October and 

exploring this Victorian gem. Two im-

portant writers buried here are Eugene 

O’Neil and e.e. Cummings. 

The image to the right is a powerful 

monument by Daniel Chester French 

which memorializes two talented 

brothers—artist Martin and stonecutter  

Joseph Milmore. Both died young, 

there promising careers cut short. 

Martin did complete one masterpiece 

 

   F I N A L  A N G E L   

Cobb Hill Cemetery, Barnstable, MA     

photo by Carol Covill 



 

 

 

 Diane Nesmeyer wrote “a friend is 

questioning the symbol found on Matil-

da Boston’s grave marker.  I have nev-

er seen the symbol before and I can-

not decode the acronym. I O of CS and 

D9.”  The gravestone is from Ashbury 

United Methodist Church Cemetery, 

Jessup, Maryland and Matilda’s birth 

and death dates are 1844 to 1935. 

“Daniel's grave (we believe her hus-

band) has the acronym on his side of 

the marker GUO of OF which is the 

Grand United Order of Odd Fellows. He 

also has the interlocking links on his 

grave although no FLT.” His birth and 

death dates are 1840 to 1925 

Any ideas what Matilda Boston’s 

gravestone means? If someone identi-

fies this gravestone, I will let others 

know the meaning. 
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NOTES FROM THE  EDITOR 

Another Christmas is upon us. I can’t believe 

it . The Christmas season as a whole is full of 

so many wonderful symbols and this newslet-

ter has only spotlighted a small portion. Are 

there particular Christmas symbols that are 

your favorite I haven’t mentioned? 

 

Have an incredible Holiday Season!!! 

 

Take care, 

Richard Waterhouse 
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The mission of Waterhouse Symbolism is to 

research and document symbols locally, 

regionally, nationally and internationally 

leaving a permanent record of their meaning.  

What are your ideas 

for future newsletters? 

 

Waterhouse  
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