
 

On the last page of this news-

letter, I ask for ideas of future 

themes. One that came in a 

while ago was suggested by 

Kenneth Cadenhead and that 

was to do a comparison and 

contrast between metaphors 

and symbols. This newsletter 

will just scratch the surface of 

that subject.. Let’s start out by  

defining terms.  According to 

Wikipedia “a metaphor is  a 

literary figure of speech that 

describes a subject by assert-

ing that it is, on some point of 

comparison, the same as an-

other otherwise unrelated 

object.” A symbol  is 

“something that represents an 

idea, a process, or a physical 

entity.” So, how do the two 

interrelate?  

 

Let’s start by looking at some 

common metaphors that we 

know like “my daughter is like 

an angel”, “the dog flew 

across the back yard”, or “sick  

as a dog.” 

Clearly we know that 

most daughters are 

not angels. 

 

The monument to the 

right is of Annie Sarah 

Owen who is buried in 

Oakland Cemetery, 

Atlanta. The little girl 

has turned into a baby 

angel which conveys 

innocence and protec-

tion. The angel writes 

on a tablet and she is 

writing down her good 

deeds so she can have 

eternal life. The tree 

stump conveys life cut 

short. The pile of rocks 

that the stump sits in 

conveys that the little 

girl’s life was built on a 

firm foundation. The Easter lily 

is a symbol of resurrection and 

beauty. The ivy at the bottom 

conveys longevity, immortality, 

friendship and death. 

 

The  butterfly could be thought as 

a metaphor of  the ballerina’s 

career. She starts as a caterpillar, 

trains and becomes a butterfly. 

The image to the right is from 

Castine City Cemetery, Castine, 

Maine. We see the butterfly which 

conveys resurrection because the 

butterfly begins as a caterpillar, 

spins a cocoon, and  be-

comes a butterfly. The flame  

below the butterfly conveys 

transcendence, the Holy 

Spirit, wisdom, the soul, the 

supreme deity, charity, love, 

religious zeal and martyr-

dom. A leaf conveys strength, 

longevity and liberty.  The 

circle that surrounds the 

image conveys perfection. 
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 Pile of rocks con-

vey life was built 

on a firm founda-

tion 

 Acorns convey 

resurrection 

 Broken heart con-

veys sorrow 

 Stork conveys filial 

piety, parental 

affection and 

longevity  

 Cherub conveys 

religion, vigilance 

and “keeper of the 

threshold” 

Castine, Maine 

Oakland Cemetery, Atlanta 



Another wonderful metaphor 

to explore is “his life was an 

oak tree that had just lost its 

leaves”. 

 

This broken oak tree is from 

Mount Warren Cemetery in 

Deer Island, Maine. The 

grave marker is for Captain 

William Warren who died 

September 28, 1850 at the 

age of 39 years, 3 months & 

11 days.  It can mean mortal-

ity versus immortality be-

cause the top of the tree will 

die but the bottom of the tree 

will live.  Also, notice on the 

tree there are a couple of 

acorns which are a symbol of 

resurrection.  Even though 

the broken branch will die, 

the acorns will fall to the 

ground and will become new 

seedlings and eventually new 

trees.  

 

In Waterhouse Symbolism 

Newsletter #2, I showed a 

grave stone weeping willow in 

Oakland Cemetery’s oldest  

Jewish section and one 

branch of the weeping willow 

had snapped which is very 

similar to  this image.  

 

Mount Warren Cemetery 

used to be  a 

church ceme-

tery, but the 

church located 

next door has 

been deconse-

crated in recent 

years and is 

now a private 

residence.  

 

What are some 

other meta-

phors we can 

think of that 

relate to trees? 

George W. Dow, who died 

December 15, 1915 at the 

age of 81 and 2 months.  

Notice, the metaphor on the 

stone “Safe at Home”, which 

has a double entendre. It 

means safe away from the 

unpredictability of the ocean 

but also safe at home with 

Christ where one will have 

This particular grave marker 

is in a cemetery near the 

town of Castine, Maine.  

The marker  is located on the 

top of a brick mausoleum 

and identifies the graves of 

Sarah Blanchard 

(subsequently Mrs. George 

W. Dow), who died at the age 

of 36 and 2 months and 

eternal life.  Also, notice the 

two six  pointed stars which 

convey the emblem of God 

the Father and points to his 

attributes—power, wisdom 

and love.  Also, note the palm 

branches that surround the 

ship and stand for spiritual 

victory over death. 

The painting to the right is by 

Jean Baptiste Greuze and is 

called The Broken Eggs, 1756. 

The painting resides at the 

Metropolitan Museum of Art. 

Eggs convey immortality, po-

tentiality, creation , the uni-

verse, the mother and sanctu-

ary. The broken egg conveys  

lost innocence. Probably what  

Greuze is conveying in this 

work is that the metaphor of 

the  broken egg relates the 

young woman losing her virgini-

ty. 
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“ 

heartfelt emotions, including love 

(Valentine’s Day); courage (the cow-

ardly lion’s desire in the Wizard of Oz); 

sorrow (a broken heart); and joy (‘my 

heart soars like an eagle,’ a Native 

American phrase now used in New Age 

spiritualism).”  

In cemetery symbolism, a pierced 

heart like the one seen to the right, 

conveys repentance and devotion. A 

flaming heart conveys religious fervor. 

Two hearts together convey unity and 

endurance. 

                                          

book is divided into several sections: Crea-

tion and Cosmos; Plant World; Animal 

World, Human World; and Spirit World. 

 

One example of how he uses visual imag-

es for each symbol is for the egg which 

includes images from:  a manuscript of 

Bagavata-Purana, painting on paper, ca. 

130 C.E, Punjab Hills, India; from the tomb 

of Tutankhamum, 18th dynasty (ca. 1332-

23 B.C.E.), Egypt; and possibly the late 

18th century to mid-19th century, C.E., 

Orong, Easter Island, Polynesia. Other 

examples in Creation and Cosmos include  

breath, star, sun, moon, and crescent. 

While in New York City the first 

week in December, I went to 

one of my favorites bookstores, 

the Strand, and found a won-

derful symbolism book called 

The Book of Symbols: Reflec-

tions on Archetypal Images 

from Taschen.  

 

What I really like about this 

book in relation to other sym-

bol books is that the publisher 

uses many visual images for  

each symbol and organizes the 

book in a captivating way. The 

vigilance, pretension, self-

conceit, chastity, harbinger of 

spring and emblem of the trav-

eler. 

 

The cherub conveys religion, 

vigilance, “keeper of the 

threshold’, executor of God’s 

will, messenger of divine wis-

dom, and a guardian. 

 

Leyendecker designed maga-

zine covers two decades be-

fore Norman Rockwell and 

probably his most famous 

advertisement was for the 

Arrow Collar Man whose 

model was Charles Beach.   

Usually when one thinks of 

Saturday Evening  Post illustra-

tors, they immediately think of  

Norman Rockwell. However, a 

very talented illustrator J. C. 

Leyendecker designed over 

400 magazine covers from 

1896 to 1950. 

 

The magazine cover to the 

right welcomes in the year with  

the stork and a cherub. 

 

The stork conveys filial piety, 

parental affection, longevity, 

birth, domestic peace and 

happiness, obedience, fertility, 
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The supreme 
misfortune is 
when theory 
outstrips 
performance 
 
Leonardo da 
Vinci 
 
  

If you are familiar with Douglas Keis-

ter’s wonderful book “Stories in Stone: 

A Field Guide to Symbolism and Icono-

graphy”, you are familiar with the bro-

ken or pierced heart image to the 

right. 

I took a picture of this heart at San 

Michele Cemetery in Venice, Italy, 

which is an incredible place to find 

symbols on gravestones and monu-

ments. 

 According to Keister “the human 

heart is the symbol for the deepest 

J. C. Leyendecker 
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Laurel Gabel has solved the mystery 

symbol from last month. It stands for: 

Independent Order of Good  

Samaritans and Daughters of Samaria. 

This was an African American  

fraternal-benefit society, but also an 

abstinence or temperance reform  

group. Many  temperance societies 

had a triangle as part of  their ritual 

and regalia.  

Laurel goes onto say that  “The Grand 

United Order of Odd Fellows (GUO of 

OF) identity on Daniel's grave would 

have been an appropriate companion  

lodge”. 

To refresh my information from last 

month, this is the gravestone for Matil-

da Boston (1844-1935).  It is from 

Ashbury United Methodist Church 

Cemetery, Jessup, Maryland. A BIG 

THANK YOU TO LAUREL!!! 
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NOTES FROM THE  EDITOR 

I can’t believe another year is over. It is a 

time for us to reflect on 2012 and look to-

ward 2013. What are symbols related to a 

new year? Some that come to mind are:  ba-

bies = innocence, future and beauty; father 

time = refection, going from one year to an-

other, and old age; and fireworks = change, 

chaos, and loudness. What are some other 

symbols related to the New Year? 

 

Have a wonderful 2013!!! 

 

Take care—Richard Waterhouse 
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The mission of Waterhouse Symbolism is to 

research and document symbols locally, regionally, 

nationally and internationally.  

What are your ideas 

for future newsletters? 
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