
My two favorite seasons of the 

year are fall and spring      

because fall deals with death 

and spring deals with new life.   

 

A symbol of fall is a leaf which 

conveys happiness,  transitori-

ness, a true fact or idea and 

people coming and going.  

 

A dead leaf conveys sadness 

and death. A green leaf con-

veys nobility and sound judg-

ment.  A yellow leaf conveys 

old age. An oak leaf conveys 

bravery and a branch with 

green leaves conveys friend-

ship, protection and a tavern. 

 

Leaves are the attribute of 

Saint Onuphrius who is the 

patron saint of  weavers and 

jurists.  He is usually portrayed 

as an old hermit dressed only 

in long hair and a loincloth of 

leaves.  He can also be por-

trayed as a hermit with an 

angel bringing him the Eucha-

rist.  

 

 

  

 

 

Pumpkin conveys autumn or 

fall and the two worlds, earthly 

and celestial.  

If you are in Boston before 

December 28, 2014, I highly 

recommend the Jamie Wyeth 

exhibition at the Museum of 

Fine Arts. The first comprehen-

sive retrospective of artist 

Jamie Wyeth (born 1946) ex-

amines his imaginative ap-

proach to realism over the 

course of six decades, from his 

earliest childhood drawings 

through various recurring 

themes inspired by the people, 

places, and objects 

that populate his 

world. 
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 Leaf conveys 

happiness,  tran-

sitoriness, a true 

fact or idea and 

people coming 

and coming 

 Pumpkin conveys 

autumn or fall 

and the two 

worlds, earthly 

and celestial 

 Owl conveys 

watchfulness, 

wisdom or con-

templative soli-

tude 

Hints of fall in Sandwich, MA 

Pumpkin Head  Self  Portrait by Jamie Wyeth 



Waterhouse Symbolism 

Newsletter 97 was  dedicat-

ed to Daniel Chester French 

memorial sculpture. In that 

newsletter, I asked you to tell 

me about other French mon-

uments  throughout the 

country. 

 

Jane Soward Bayne told me 

of this wonderful monument 

to the right which resides at 

Westview Cemetery in Atlanta 

and is in memory of Jesse 

Parker Williams (1842-1913) 

and his wife Cora B. Williams 

(1860-1924). 

Mr. Williams was a well 

known businessman and 

capitalist of the State of 

Georgia and died in Atlanta.  

He is remembered by many 

because in Horry County, 

South Carolina he  started his 

own business without a pen-

ny. He graduated from Uni-

versity of Virginia and en-

tered service in the Confeder-

ate War and was Captain at 

the age of 20. 

 

Keep those great Daniel 

Chester French finds coming. 

This one is not listed on the 

French data base. 

 

From the comparisons of the 
two photos,  you can see 
there almost exactly the 

same. 

If anyone can recognize the 
sculpture  or possibly the 
monument maker so we can 
add it to the research for 
both monuments. If you need 
more pictures of one or both 
of the sculptures, let me 

know. 

 Mike Tanner let me know 
that Atlanta’s Oakland Ceme-
tery’s beloved “Neal Wife and 
Daughter” monument has a 
sister monument in Pitts-

burg’s Allegheny Cemetery. 

I contacted them and Rich 
Boyer, Allegheny Ceme-
tery  Researcher did not have 
any biographical information 
but sent some beautiful pic-

tures of the monument. 

moved to a tiny park along the 

south wall of Peachtree 

(Brookwood) Station, better known 

as Atlanta's Amtrak Station.  

 

In the 1990s it moved again, this 

time to Hardy Ivy Park at the inter-

section of Peachtree, West 

Peachtree, and Baker streets. 

Today it sits  in front of Norfolk 

Southern's Atlanta offices at 1200 

Peachtree Street. It is now main-

tained by Atlanta’s public art com-

mission. 

Ann Boutwell and John So-

ward Bayne let me know 

about another French sculp-

ture in Atlanta.  

After Samuel Spencer, the 

first president of Southern 

Railway, was killed in a Virgin-

ia train collision in 1906, the 

railroad's employees contrib-

uted funds to build a memori-

al. The monument was origi-

nally placed in a small plaza 

in front of Atlanta's Terminal 

Station. When that structure 

was torn down in 1972, it was 
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Success is 
getting up 
just one 
more time 
than you fall 
down. 
 
Anonymous  

 

B E G I N N I N G  O F  F A L L   

Photo by Dinny Addison 



and a guider in the underworld. 

 Jacob asked if anything has come 

to light since, other than the owl 

being a symbol of the afterlife. It 

seems odd to him that Ohio would 

adopt the owl to mark it's dead 

who served in the Ohio Fifth, given 

that the owl is not used in any 

other Civil War memorials. 

If any of my civil war experts have 

any other information to add 

about the owl on this marker, let me 

know. 

we all we so pleased to finally 

get to visit Mount Au-

burn!  Beautiful in every way!”   

 

Arthur M. Schlesinger, Jr. 

(1917-2017) was an American 

historian, social critic, and 

public intellectual. A specialist 

in American history, much of 

Schlesinger's work explored 

the history of 20th-century 

American liberalism. In particu-

lar, his work focused on lead-

ers such as Harry Truman, 

Franklin D. Roosevelt, John F. 

Kennedy and Robert F. Kenne-

dy. 

Former Atlanta Oakland Ceme-

tery President and Interim Di-

rector Libba Grace sent me the 

following note and picture: 

“May B. Hollis, John King, cur-

rent board chair, Dustin Horns-

by and I visited Mount Auburn 

in early May.  We flew up one 

day and came back late the 

next afternoon--a quick trip, 

but we arranged ahead with 

Dave Barnett and he was so 

kind to spend the better part of 

a day with us.  Needless to say 

and it was inverted by mis-

take; second--perhaps the 

person who's stone this is 

on was the person who con-

ducted the ceremonies 

known as the Master of the 

Lodge and therefore always 

saw the symbol upside 

down. The symbol was then 

shown upside down to 

acknowledge his position.” 

 

If you continue to have ide-

as of why it is upside down, 

let me know. 

For Waterhouse Symbolism 

Newsletter 97,  Luann Sew-

ell Waters sent me  this 

photo (right) from 

the  Clarkesville Cemetery 

in Clarksville, TX. 

 

In a recent email, she ex-

plains that “  I recently 

heard from a friend, who is 

a Mason and there are two 

possible explanations of the 

upside down square and 

compass.  The first, per-

haps the carver wasn't fa-

miliar with the symbol  
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The world is a 
book, and those 
who do not 
travel, read only 
a page. 
 
Saint Augustine 

 Jacob Dirr sent me an email in re-

sponse to my newsletter issue 59 in 

relation to  Civil War symbology of the 

owl to the right.  

I explained that  in funerary art, the 

owl conveys watchfulness, wisdom or 

contemplative solitude. In different 

cultures, the owl was part of the burial 

process. In prehistoric European 

times, the owl bones were buried with 

the dead and with the Northwestern 

Native American Culture, the imagery 

of the owl was thought of a protector 
Gettysburg National Military 

Park 

Clarkesville Cemetery, Clarkesville, TX 

Arthur M. Schlesinger , Jr. grave 



and symbols on the gravestones them-

selves.  

It is an extraordinary place to visit - who 

knows what stories lie be-

neath your feet?  

Participants are encouraged 

to ask questions at the end of 

the tour. The tour will start at 

the Sandwich Glass Museum 

at 129 Main Street, Sand-

wich and make its way to the 

Old Town Cemetery, located 

on Grove Street, not too far 

from Town Hall Square. The 

tour lasts about 1 hour. The 

tour is FREE although dona-

tions are welcome. Wear 

Join the Sandwich Glass Museum for a 

twilight walking tour of Sandwich’s Old 

Town Cemetery by Richard Waterhouse 

and Caleb Brown on Sunday, September 

28 at 5 pm.  

The Cemetery which dates back to 1663 

is located on the banks of Shawme Pond, 

captures the lives and stories of some of 

Sandwich’s earliest and influential resi-

dents. The tour will chronicle the evolu-

tion of the cemetery in relation to the 

village of Sandwich with emphasis on 

the history of the Town.  

The focus will concentrate on the fasci-

nating famous and not-so-famous resi-

dents of the times who are remembered 

there as well as the relevance of epitaphs 

comfortable shoes and bring a flashlight! 

  

108 Main Street 

Sandwich, MA  02563 

 

 

 

 

 

NOTES FROM THE EDITOR 

Wow! I love putting together a newsletter 

where you all participate and give me ideas, 

questions and comments for the topics. This 

one clearly has lots of questions and I hope 

that you all will respond back with many   

answers! 

 

Take care, 

Richard Waterhouse 
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The mission of Waterhouse Symbolism is 

to research and document symbols 

locally, regionally, nationally and 

internationally and to share that 

knowledge through this newsletter, blogs 

and other avenues.  

What are your ideas 

for future newsletters? 

Old Town Cemetery, Sandwich, MA 
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