
The Parentage of John Hatton of the Elm 
 

 
 
John Hatton of the Elm was recorded in the list of tenants in the Court Roll of Forthampton 
on 15 October 16491.  He appeared in the lists until the Court Baron of 10 June 1670 where 
his name was written, crossed out, and replaced with that of Eliz. Hatton, widow.  In this last 
Court Baron it was recorded that John Hatton of the Elme had died and that his widow, 
Elizabeth, was admitted as a tenant in his place. 
 
The Forthampton Parish Register for this period has been lost and the Bishops Transcripts for 
1669 and 1670 do not survive.  Fortunately, Bigland records the grave of John Hatton who 
died on 24 August 1669 and his widow, Elizabeth, who died 1 December 16922. 
 
John Hatton, Senior, of Forthampton made his will3 on 13 August 1658 and probate was 
granted at Gloucester in 1670.  From its legacies and those of Phillip Cox als Hayward, 
whose will4 was written in January 1675/76, John can be identified as the husband of 
Elizabeth Cox als Hayward.  Their first known child was baptised at Forthampton, 11 
February 1637/385.  Therefore John and Elizabeth probably married in early 1637 and John 
was probably born between 1610 and 1615. 
 
Traditional naming practices in the seventeenth century dictated that the first four children of 
a couple were named as follows: 

1st son – named for the father’s father 
2nd son – named for the mother’s father 

1st daughter –named for the  mother’s mother 
2nd daughter – named for the father’s mother 

 
The first three children of the couple were named Joan, John and Thomas.  If the family 
followed the tradition for naming children then Elizabeth Hatton’s parents should have been 
named Thomas and Joan.  Her father can be identified as Thomas Hayward of the Lower 
House who wrote a will6 in 1641, leaving a bequest to his daughter, Elizabeth Hatton.  
Thomas’ wife had predeceased him.  However, the burial of “Joane wife of Thomas Hayward 
Senior” was recorded in the Forthampton Bishops Transcripts on 26 March 16367.  Therefore 
Elizabeth’s mother was named Joan. 
 
As the couple appear to have followed traditional naming practices then the eldest son, John, 
would have been named after his paternal grandfather and therefore the father of John Hatton 
of the Elm was named John Hatton. 
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Joan, eldest daughter of John and Elizabeth Hatton died as a child.  Their other daughters 
were, in order, Joan, Anne, Elizabeth and Mary.  However as the four daughters appear to 
have been born during a fifteen year period between the birth of Thomas in about 1641 and 
that of Phillip in about 16568 it is not possible to be certain that Anne was the second named 
daughter and so named for her paternal grandmother.  It is quite possible that five children 
were born in this fifteen year gap and that two died before their father wrote his will in 1658. 
 
John Hatton the Father 
Can the father of John Hatton of the Elm be identified? 
 
The Forthampton Court Baron of 15 October 1649 lists the following people with surname 
Hatton: 
 Johes Hatton de la Elme 
 Sara Hatton vid. 
 Johes Hatton de Downend 
 Eliza. Hatton vid. 
 
These were the only Hattons listed until 15 March 1666/67 when they were joined by Jo: 
Hatton junr de Downend. 
 
Who were the other three Hattons in 1649? 
 
Sarah Hatton, vidua 
The Court Baron of 15 October 1649 recorded the admission, as tenant, of Sarah Hatton, 
widow and relict of John Hatton.  It was recorded that John held his land by copy dated 9 Oct 
[16]13 and that Sarah, and her sons Henry and Samuel where the inheritors of the estate. 
 
The will of John Hatton of the Lane, Forthampton, written on 20 May 1642, was granted 
probate at London on 8 June 16469.  In this will he named “Sarah Hatton my wife” as 
Executor, and left bequests to: 
 Thomas Hatton my eldest Sonn  
 John Hatton one other of my sonns all the residue of yeres yet to come and unxepired in 

twoe ceratine leases the one of a howse in Tewkesburie ...  one other lease of a meadow 
lying in Northwaie in the parish of Ashechurche  

 Henrie Hatton  
 Samuell Hatton my sonne ...  untill he shall come to age  
 Sara Hatton and Shusanna Hatton twoe of my daughters ... untill they shall come to age 
 Ann Hatton my daughter  
 
John added a provision “Item My will is that if any of these my children shall dye before they 
attaine the age of Twentie and one yeares and being unmarried That then their portion soe 
dyeing shalbe equallie devided betweene the rest excepting Thomas Hatton my eldest.”  This 
implies that all his children were under the age of 21 in 1642, and therefore all born after 
1621. 
 
John, son of John and Sarah Hatton, migrated to Maryland, where he died on 3 May 1663.  
His will10 named his brothers and sisters, thereby identifying him as the son of John and 
Sarah, and so he cannot be the husband of Elizabeth Cox als Hayward. 
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Johes Hatton de Downend 
John Hatton of Downend was recorded as a tenant at Forthampton until 1673.  From 15 
March 1666/67 on he was recorded as John Hatton Senior of Downend and joined in the lists 
by John Hatton Junior of Downend.  Therefore John Hatton Senior of Downend cannot have 
been the father of John Hatton of the Elm. 
 
Elizabeth Hatton, vidua 
There were two women who could have been Elizabeth Hatton, widow, in 1649. 
 
1. Elizabeth, widow of William Hatton of Forthampton, yeoman, who made his will on 29 

September 162611.  As there were no bequests in the will to any children, William died 
without issue.  Among other bequests there was one to: 
o “John Hatton and Elizabeth Hatton the sonne & daughter of my brother John Hatton 

of the hill in the pish of Forthampton.” 
2. Elizabeth, widow of John Hatton the elder of Combeshill, Forthampton, who made his 

will on 1 May 1645.  In his will he made bequests to: 
o my sonne-in-law John Terrett of Turley 
o John my sonne 

 
From the two wills it appears that William Hatton and John Hatton of Combeshill were 
brothers.  There was another contemporary John, John Hatton the elder of Forthampton, 
yeoman, whose will12 was dated 1 January 1661/62.  In this will there were bequests to a 
large number of children.  As William Hatton mentions only “the sonne & daughter of my 
brother John Hatton” then his brother John could not have been John Hatton the elder of 
Forthampton, yeoman. 
 
At the Forthampton Court Baron of 28 October 1659 it was reported that Elizabeth Hatton, 
widow, had died and that Elizabeth’s son, John, had been admitted as tenant in her place.  As 
Elizabeth, widow of William Hatton had no children, Elizabeth Hatton, widow, from the 
1649 tenant list was the widow of John Hatton of Combeshill.  
 
John Hatton of Combeshill 
John Hatton of Combeshill was the only John Hatton at Forthampton in the generation prior 
to John Hatton of the Elm who can be shown to have had a son named John. 
 
When was John, son of John Hatton of Combeshill born? 
 
William Hatton and John Hatton were named as sons in the will13 of Alexander Hatton of 
Forthampton, yeoman, dated 8 October 1610.  There was no qualification on inheritance 
based on age and John was granted probate 12 May 1613.  Therefore John was an adult in 
1613. 
 
Alexander Hatton of Forthampton married Elizabeth Fisher at Elmstone Hardwicke 2 
February 1587/8814.  John was the second son, but one of four children.  He could therefore 
have been born 1590 at the earliest or 1592 at the latest.  His son John would have been born 
in the early 1610s. 
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John Hatton, son of John Hatton of Combeshill. 
At the Forthampton Court Baron of 28 October 1659 it was reported that Elizabeth Hatton, 
widow, had died and that Elizabeth’s son, John, had been admitted as tenant in her place. 
 
Therefore John, her son, was born in the early 1610s and was still living in October 1659. 
 
Was he John Hatton of the Elm, or was he John Hatton of Downend, or John Hatton of the 
Lane or was he John Hatton the elder of Forthampton? 
 
John Hatton of the Elm  
John Hatton of the Elm was married in about 1637 and therefore probably born between 1612 
and 1615.  He died in 1669 so was alive in October 1659. 
 
He could be the son of John and Elizabeth of Combeshill. 
 
John Hatton of Downend 
John Hatton, Senior, of Downend was the father of John Hatton, Junior, of Downend.  John 
Junior was first mentioned in the Court Rolls on 21 October 1653.  As John Junior was an 
adult in 1653 his birth must date to the early 1630s.  His father would therefore have been 
born in about 1610. 
 
John Hatton, senior, of Downsend, was recorded as a tenant at Forthampton 14 June 1673 but 
was missing from the next surviving list from 16 May 1677.  Therefore he died between 
those dates and was alive in October 1659. 
 
John Hatton of Downend was, therefore, of the right age to be the son of John Hatton of 
Combeshill and was still alive when John’s widow, Elizabeth, died in 1659. 
 
However, in the will of John Hatton of Combeshill15 there was a specific bequest “unto the 
children of John Hatton of Donnend which are now living.” 
 
Therefore John Hatton of Downend was a different person to John Hatton, the son of John 
Hatton of Combeshill. 
 
John Hatton the Elder of Forthampton 
As noted above, John Hatton the elder of Forthampton, yeoman, left a will16 which was dated 
1 January 1661/62 and probate was granted 17 May 1662.  In this will there were bequests to 
eight children, Richard, Thomas, Philip, Anne, John, Mary, Elisabeth & William. 
 
In his will John requested that his “goods cattels & chattels to be devided into Eleaven parts 
within two yeares after my decces my fower younger children to be maintained untill it be 
devoided.”  This suggests that the four youngest children were under age, and therefore born 
in or after 1642.  If so the four eldest were born before 1642. 
 
The baptism of several of these children can be found at Longdon in Worcestershire.17  On 25 
August 1617 John Hatton married Margery Batchelor at Longdon.  They had children, John 
(1620-1633), Richard (1622), Thomas and Phillip (1624) and Anne (1628).  Margery Hatton 
was buried at Longdon in 1633.  The four younger children, John, Mary, Elisabeth and 
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William were born to a second wife.  The only child baptised at Longdon was John, son of 
John and Mary Hatton, in 1642. 
 
To have married in 1617 John Hatton would have been born in the mid 1590s.  He was, 
therefore, too old to be the son of John Hatton of Combeshill. 
 
John Hatton of the Lane 
As noted above, the will of John Hatton of the Lane, Forthampton, written on 20 May 1642, 
was granted probate at London on 8 June 164618.  In his will he named four sons, Thomas, 
John, Henry and Samuel and three daughters, Sarah, Susanna and Anne. 
 
The baptism of the third son can be found in the Bishops Transcripts of Forthampton19: 
8 April 1637 - Henry the sonne of John Hatton and Sarah his wife was baptized. 
 
The two eldest sons were left legacies in the will of Henry Hatton of Chaceley, written 6 
November 1630.20  “I give unto the two sonnes of John Hatton my eldest sonne Fifteene 
poundes dew from John my sone unto Thomas and John equallie to bee divided.”  John, son 
of Henry Hatton was baptised at Forthampton on 18 May 160221. 
 
Therefore John Hatton of the Lane cannot be the son of John Hatton of Combeshill. 
 
Conclusion 
John Hatton of the Elm was the son of John Hatton of Combeshill. 
 
John’s mother was named Elizabeth, suggesting that John Hatton and Elizabeth Cox als 
Hayward may have had a daughter named Elizabeth, born between the eldest surviving 
daughters of the 1658 will.  This Elizabeth would have died as a child, after the birth of her 
sister Anne and before the birth of her sister Elizabeth. 
 
William Good 
@ May 2012 
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