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Preface 

 
I have been doing genealogy as a hobby for over 30 years, and fairly recently have started to 

share some of my research in the form of books, in PDF format.  Most of these books are 

“ahnentafel books,” which are ancestor tables, with information on ancestors of six of my eight 

great-grandparents. 

 

In addition, I have been working on some projects involving descendants.    This format is 

perhaps more difficult, since I do not have the same degree of information on certain branches of 

family that diverged from my own branch many years ago.  Luckily, with sites such as 

ancestry.com, familysearch.org, and genealogybank.com, it is possible to find much information 

online.   

 

In the case of the descendants of William and Harriet (Gilson) Pratt, it is apparent that there are 

other descendants that I am not in contact with.  I hope that by sharing what I have, some 

relatives will come forth with more information which will make this book more interesting and 

valuable to future generations. 

 

This book is intended for the personal use of those who are related to, or have a special interest 

in, this family.   Facts cannot be copyrighted, and can be used and shared without restriction.  

However, please do not copy, word for word, the text of this book, unless your copying is not 

shared publicly.  I have included numerous footnotes.  I encourage interested people to look up 

the original sources and put them in their own words, adding to my information where possible 

instead of merely copying it.  If you are not sure if your use of my book is appropriate or not, 

please ask permission.  

 

I encourage questions and comments.  Please direct them to ahgilbertson@yahoo.com  

  

mailto:ahgilbertson@yahoo.com
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Descendants of William Pratt and Harriet Gilson 
 

(1) William PRATT was born 31 Mar 1812 in Quincy, MA.1  He was the 
son of James PRATT and Sarah NEWCOMB.  He died 18 Feb 1867 in 
Quincy, MA.  He was buried in Mt. Wollaston Cemetery, Quincy, MA. 2 

 
William married Harriet GILSON, daughter of Nathaniel GILSON and Mary 
EATON, on 4 Sep 1834 in Boston, MA. Harriet was born 9 Dec 1807 in 

Groton, MA. She died 27 Apr 1866 in Quincy, MA.3  She was buried in Mt. 
Wollaston, Quincy, MA.4  
 
According to census records William was a bootmaker.5  In August 1832, 
William was one of five adult males who were charter members of the 
Evangelical Congregational Church in Quincy.  The births of his children 
are recorded there.  In the church records he and his wife Harriet are 
referred to as "Brother William" and "Sister Harriet."6  
 
Children:  

2.  Harriet Newell PRATT, b. 6 Jun 1835, Quincy, MA; d. 22 Apr 1844, Quincy, MA, of scarlet fever7 

3 Elizabeth Coolidge PRATT, b. 4 Apr 1837; d. 10 May 1908; m. Henry Walter GRAY 

4. Maria Beecher PRATT, b. 18 Nov 1838, Quincy, MA; d. 20 Sep 1840, Quincy, MA 

5. Francis Lowell PRATT, b. 25 Oct 1840; d. 14 Mar 1907; m. Mary Ann BROWN 

6. William Wisner PRATT, b. 27 Jan 1845; d. 14 Jul 1901; m. Annie Frances STANLEY 

7. Harriet Maria PRATT, b. 4 Jul 1847, Quincy, MA; d.12 Mar 1913, Boston, MA; bur. Mt. Wollaston 

Cem.; 8unm. 

  

 
1 Vital Records of Quincy, Massachusetts to 1875 (Online database: NewEnglandAncestors.org, New England 
Historic Genealogical Society, 2005), (Unpublished transcription by Waldo C. Sprague from original records held at 
the Randolph Town Hall, donated from the estate of Mr. Sprague to NEHGS in 1962) 
2 findagrave.com: William Pratt  
3 Quincy, Mass., death records.  According to Wikipedia, Erysipelas is an acute bacterial infection of the skin.   
Today, it would be treated by antibiotics, but in the past it could lead to high fever and sometimes death. 
4 http://www.findagrave.com/cgi-bin/fg.cgi?page=gr&GRid=20506868  
5 1850 and 1860 (p. 162) census. 
6 Church records at the DAR Library.  Note, there is a record of a Harriet (Gilson) Pratt being a member of the Old 
South Church in Boston, joining in 1829 – but this could not be the same Harriet, as she would not have been 
married yet, and was only 17.  However Quincy Church records of 1827 show a Harriet Pratt admitted from the Old 
South Church in Boston. 
7 Ancestry.com: Massachusetts Town and Vital Records, for Quincy, Mass. (original image)  
8 findagrave.com: Harriet Maria Pratt  

http://www.findagrave.com/cgi-bin/fg.cgi?page=gr&GRid=20506823
http://www.findagrave.com/cgi-bin/fg.cgi?page=gr&GRid=20506868
http://www.findagrave.com/cgi-bin/fg.cgi?page=gr&GRid=37898423
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Second Generation 
 

(2) Elizabeth Coolidge PRATT (William PRATT) was born 4 Apr 1837 in Quincy, MA.  She died 10 
May 1908 in Quincy, MA.  The cause of death was stomach cancer.9  She is buried in the Mt. Wollaston 
Cemetery in Quincy. 10 Elizabeth married Henry Walter GRAY 3 Feb 1868 in Quincy, MA.11  He was born 
11 Dec 1843 in Seekonk, MA.  He was the son of Alvah12 GRAY and Elizabeth BROMLEY.  He died 3 May 
1916 in Braintree, MA.13  

According to his obituary, Walter was a grocer in Quincy for many years, and then went into the 
brokerage business in Boston.  In 1891 and 1892 he was elected to the Quincy city council, and in 1896 
was appointed city treasurer of Quincy, serving in that position for 7 years.  In 1905 he made an 
unsuccessful fight for the Republican mayoral nomination.14 

Children: 

8. Arthur Church GRAY, b. 27 Jul 1870, Quincy, MA;15 d. 14 Apr 1886, Quincy, MA16 

9. Edith Pratt GRAY, b. 8 Jul 1874; d. 2 Sep 1958; m. Ernest Vinton FITTS 

 

 

(5) Francis Lowell PRATT (William PRATT) was born 25 Oct 1840 in Quincy, MA.17  He died 14 Mar 1907 

in Pomona, CA.18  He was buried in Pomona Cemetery.19  Francis married Mary Anna BROWN, 21 Sep 

1862 in Boston, MA.20  Mary was born 29 Dec 1832 in Haverhill, NH, the daughter of James R. BROWN 

and Eliza Ann ALDRICH.21  She died 5 Apr 1915 in Pomona, CA.22  She was buried in Pomona Cemetery. 

 
9 Death certificate. 
10 findagrave.com: Elizabeth Pratt Gray  Her death certificate gives the cemetery.  H. Walter Gray is probably 
buried in the same cemetery, but I don’t have proof of that. 
11 Ancestry.com. Massachusetts, Town and Vital Records, 1620-1988  
12 A birth record gives his father’s name as Nash Gray, but his marriage record gives Alvah Gray. 
13 Obituary in Boston Herald. 
14 Ibid. 
15 Ancestry.com. Massachusetts, Town and Vital Records, 1620-1988 
16 Ancestry.com. Massachusetts, Death Records, 1841-1915   He died of diphtheria. 
17 Ancestry.com. Massachusetts, Town and Vital Records, 1620-1988  
18 Death certificate, which is included in his invalid pension file at the National Archives.  The cause of was 
"Valvular Heart Disease," with "Chronic Nephritis" as a contributing cause 
19 findagrave.com: Francis L. Pratt  
20 Ancestry.com. Massachusetts, Marriage Records, 1840-1915  
21 “Mrs. Pratt Died Monday Evening,” Pomona Progress, Apr. 6, 1915.  This source gives both the date and place of 
her birth as well as her parents’ names.  This same information is contained in a typescript document written by 
her grandson, Lowell Clark Pratt.  Both her obituary and Lowell C. Pratt’s document state her middle name as 
“Anna,” not “Ann.” 
22 The obituary above also gives her death date and place.  She died at home, 190 Columbia Street.  The cause of 
death was bronchial pneumonia. 

http://www.findagrave.com/cgi-bin/fg.cgi?page=gr&GRid=89969115
http://www.findagrave.com/cgi-bin/fg.cgi?page=gr&GRid=10441697
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Francis Lowell Pratt received his education in the public schools of Quincy.  During the Civil War he 

served in the 43rd Massachusetts regiment and was stationed in North Carolina.23  He enlisted 

September 20, 1862, at the Old South Church in Boston.  He served until July 30, 1863.24 

In 1864 he came to Cambridge, MA, where he was engaged in the 

hardware business on Harvard Square.25  Earlier he had been a 

bookbinder.26  In 1875 he was elected city messenger by the City Council 

and the Board of Aldermen.  The winning margin in the first election was 

only two votes; for 25 successive years Pratt was elected unanimously.  

One of his first duties, on April 19, 1875, was to escort the City Council to 

Lexington where the Centennial exercises, attended by President Grant, 

were being held.  According to a newspaper article, "He has been 

continually in the whirl of public life.  Almost every public celebration 

finds Frank in its midst, and his experience and natural wit and ingenuity 

have assisted many a down-hearted committee of the City Council or of 

the citizens."27  He arranged most civic celebrations and on such times as 

inauguration day he was "generally the busiest man in the city."  In 1880, Longfellow wrote to him 

accepting an invitation to appear at a public occasion. 

In 1888 he was part of a delegation of city officials to visit Washington, D.C., to inspect an electric street 

car system.  During this visit, they were invited to the White House, and spoke with President Grover 

Cleveland.  Before returning to Massachusetts they also visited Mt. Vernon, as well as Philadelphia. 

Frank Pratt had a rich baritone voice and appeared frequently as a public singer, specializing in quartets.  

He sang in the choir of the Prospect Street Congregational Church.28  He also sang at "fully 2000 

funerals.”29  He was an extremely popular man, as evidenced in many newspaper articles about him. 

According to one article, "Whether in the committee meetings, sessions of the city council, or the daily 

round of his duties, he carries the buoyant, happy spirit with him and makes everyone happy wherever 

he goes.”30  He retired in April 1902.31 

 
23 “Mr. Pratt Honored" article in an unknown Cambridge newspaper, Jan. 1, 1901.  
24 Invalid pension application on file at National Archives. 
25 “Mr. Pratt Honored".  
26 1860 Census. 
27 “Unanimous Vote," article in a Cambridge newspaper, 1901. 
28 “Will Be Missed By A Host," Boston Daily Globe, Apr. 3, 1902. 
29 “Unanimous Vote," 1901. 
30 “Mr. Pratt Honored" Jan. 26, 1901. 
31 Boston Globe, Apr. 16, 1902. 
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In May 1902, he and his wife moved to Pomona, California, to be with their son, Harry S. Pratt.32  He had 

first visited California in 1891.33  After moving to Pomona and his wife returned to Cambridge on several 

extended visits.  On one such visit, in 1904, returning to California they stopped at the Grand Canyon, 

which had only been open to railroad traffic three years earlier.  Mary had first visited California in 1887 

with her son Harry.  She made a total of 27 one way cross-country trips.  

Frank died while taking part in a Longfellow celebration at the Academy of Holy Names.  According to his 

obituary in the Los Angeles Examiner, "It was about 4 o'clock when he began singing a familiar 

composition by Longfellow.  In the middle of the solo he stopped to explain for the benefit of the 

children something in regard to the song.  As he parted his lips to sing again, he gasped and fell over 

backwards and expired a few minutes later.34 

At a memorial service in Cambridge, the mayor and two ex-mayors spoke.  Major General William A. 

Bancroft said: "Frank Pratt is dead.  Patriotic soldier, useful citizen, faithful public servant, 'that gallant 

spirit hath aspired the clouds which too untimely here did scorn the earth,' that tuneful voice which 

thrilled alike the Orient and the Occident of our country, has joined the melody of the Celestial Choir.35  

For many years a large portrait of Francis Lowell Pratt hung in the Cambridge City Hall.  

Children: 

10. Harry Stillman PRATT, b. 22 Aug 1867; d. 28 Dec 1944; m. (1st) Alice Maud CLARK; m. (2nd) 
Virginia (BROADWELL) EMBREE 

11. Grace Anna PRATT, b. 29 May 1869 in Cambridge, MA; d. 11 Oct 1873, Cambridge, MA;36 bur. 
Pomona Cem., Pomona, CA.  

12. Ernest Lawrence PRATT, b. 5 Mar 1872; d. 12 May 1893; unm. 

 

 

6. William Wisner PRATT (William PRATT) was born 27 Jan 1845 in 

Quincy, MA.  He died 14 Jul 1901, in Cambridge, MA.37  He was buried in 

Mt. Wollaston Cemetery, Quincy.38 

 
32 “From Ocean to Ocean," an article in a Cambridge newspaper, containing a letter dated Aug. 28, 1902, "It has 
been our desire and purpose, ever since leaving 'home' in May, to write a letter to your readers." He states that 
the new home is "temporary," but there is no evidence he lived in Massachusetts after that time. 
33 “Mr. Pratt Honored" Jan. 26, 1901. "In 1891 Mr. Pratt visited Mr. Ringe in California."  

34 “Death Called As He Tried To Sing," Los Angeles Examiner, Mar. 14, 1907. 
35 “Memorial Service," Cambridge Tribune, Mar. 30, 1907. 
36 Ancestry.com. Massachusetts, Death Records, 1841-1915 .  She died of pneumonia. 
37 Ancestry.com. Massachusetts, Death Records, 1841-1915  Cause of death was “general paresis.” 
38 findagrave.com: William Wisner Pratt  

http://www.findagrave.com/cgi-bin/fg.cgi?page=gr&GRid=89971553
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William married Annie Frances STANLEY, 28 Jul 1873 in Quincy, MA.39 Annie was born 8 Mar 1845 in 

Attleborough, MA.  She was the daughter of Oliver STANLEY and Emily WHITNEY.  She died in 1926.  She 

was buried in Mt. Wollaston Cemetery, in Quincy.  

William lived in Cambridge for the last 20 years of his life.  According to his obituary, in the Civil War, “he 

enlisted in the 4th Mass. Calvary when he was not quite 18 years old.  He was captured in Florida and 

was sent to Andersonville prison.  That imprisonment was the cause of his long life of almost constant ill 

health….He was in business for himself, in the manufacture of window shades and screens, though for 

several years his poor health has prevented him from engaging in active business….He had been sick and 

had been taken to the Boston Homeopathic Hospital, but later returned to his home where his death 

occurred.”40  According to a brief death notice in the Boston Globe, he died of meningitis. 

Child:  

13. James Stanley PRATT, b. 24 Jun 1881; d. 14 Dec 1944; m. Florence Inez LUCAS 

  

 
39 Ancestry.com. Massachusetts, Marriage Records, 1840-1915  
40 Cambridge Chronicle, 20 Jul 1901. 
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Third Generation 
 

(9) Edith Pratt GRAY (Elizabeth Coolidge PRATT, William PRATT) was born 8 Jul 1874 in Quincy, MA.41 

She died 2 Sep 1958 in St. Petersburg, FL.42  Edith married Ernest Vinton FITTS, son of Rev. Calvin R. 

FITTS and Helen Frances TRASK, on 14 Sep 1897 in Quincy, MA.43  Ernest was born in 1872 in Slatersville, 

RI.  He died in 1947 and is buried in the Blue Hill Cemetery, Braintree, MA.44 

Ernest was the owner of E. V. Fitts Wholesaler Grocers in Quincy, Mam and was listed on an 1897 city 

directory at 4 Faxon Pl., living with his mother Helen F. Fitts, as well as his brother, Walter M. Fitts.  He is 

listed on 1930 census as grocery merchant in Braintree. 

Children: 

14. Gertrude Virginia FITTS, b. 25 Nov 1900; d. 12 Feb 1984; m. (1st) Robert Samuel CARLSON; 
m. (2nd) George Samuel HOLVEY; m. (3rd) Arthur Fred SMITH; m. (4th) Carlyle D. FISKE 

15. Edith Frances FITTS, b. 20 Nov 1902; d. 10 Jan 1963; m. Henry Cecil GUNNING 

16.  Mildred Pratt FITTS, b. 25 Aug 1906; d. 9 Feb 1994; unm. 

 
 
 

(10) Harry Stillman PRATT (Francis Lowell PRATT, William PRATT) was 

born on 22 Aug 1867 in Cambridge, MA. 45 He died 28 Dec 1944 in 

Pomona, CA.46 He was buried in Pomona  Cemetery.47  Harry married 

Alice Maud CLARK, daughter of John Richardson CLARK and Caroline 

Maria DERBY, 5 May 1892 in Pomona, CA.48  The marriage ended in 

divorce, in 1917.  Alice was born on 4 Sep 1863 in Weston, MA.49  She 

died  5 Sep 1948 in Claremont, CA, and was buried in Oak Park 

Cemetery, Claremont.  

Harry married, second, Virginia (BROADWELL) EMBREE, daughter of 

Norman McAlbin BROADWELL and Nancy Virginia ILES, on 27 Apr 

1918 in Santa Ana, CA.  Virginia was born on 19 Dec 1872 in IL. She 

married, first, Charles F. EMBREE,50 by whom she had one daughter, 

 
41 Ancestry.com. Massachusetts, Birth Records, 1840-1915  
42 Death notice in Boston Herald. 
43 Ancestry.com. Massachusetts, Marriage Records, 1840-1915  
44 https://www.findagrave.com/memorial/230022563/ernest-vinton-fitts . 
45 Ancestry.com. Massachusetts, Birth Records, 1840-1915  
46 “Harry S. Pratt, 77, Father of Enterprise Editor, Dies Dec. 28", Selma (Calif.) Enterprise 
47 findagrave.com: Harry Stillman Pratt  
48 According to typewritten notes by Lowell C. Pratt, they were married at the Orange Ave. House where Lowell C. 
Pratt was born. 
49 “Mrs. Alice Pratt Dies in Claremont,” Selma (Calif.) Enterprise, 9 Sep 1949. 
50 They were married 18 Jan 1898, in Sangamon County, IL. 

https://www.findagrave.com/memorial/230022563/ernest-vinton-fitts
http://www.findagrave.com/cgi-bin/fg.cgi?page=gr&GRid=20487988
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Elinore.  Virginia died 1 Jun 1960 in Los Angeles, CA, and was buried in Pomona Cemetery.51  

After attending the Cambridge public schools and a business college, Harry Pratt was employed by the 

piano manufacturing firm of Ivers and Pond.  There he learned the piano tuner's trade and familiarized 

himself with the manufacturing of pianos.52  In December 1887, at the age of 20, he went to California 

because of ill health.53  He was accompanied by his mother.  On the way, he met his future wife, Alice 

Maud Clark.  Harry worked for three years for Bartlett Brothers, of Los Angeles.  In 1890 he moved to 

Pomona and went into business for himself, tuning and repairing pianos and organs.  For ten years he 

was in charge of the pianos at Pomona College.54  “In November 1899, he bought out the piano business 

of W. B. Ross, formerly the Bassett Music House, the first to start in Pomona…”  He sold the “Pratt Music 

House” in January 1911.55  Beginning in 1918, he also owned and supervised a productive orange ranch 

on the Kingsley tract.  

According to his obituary in the Pomona Progress Bulletin, "During the years he was a retail merchant 

here Mr. Pratt built up a large business and was widely known in this part of the state.  He was a pioneer 

automobile owner, being one of the first residents of Pomona to own a car.  He made a round trip by 

automobile to the Atlantic coast about twenty years ago….  He was an enthusiastic fisherman, and for 

many years owned a cabin at Big Bear Lake, where he annually entertained a group of his friends."56  In 

the summer of 1922 he and his wife and step-daughter took a cross-country trip, traveling 10,000 miles 

in three months.57  

By 1933 he had begun to suffer from Parkinson's disease.58  He sold the cabin in 1934.  In 1936 financial 

difficulties forced him to sell his ranch.59  In those days there was little that could be done for 

Parkinson's.  His wife, Virginia, cared for him devotedly60 until his death 28 Dec 1944.61  He is buried in 

the Pomona Cemetery.62 

 
51 Virginia Broadwell Pratt (1872-1960) - Find a Grave Memorial   
52 “Harry S. Pratt Dies At Home At Age of 77", Pomona Progress-Bulletin, Dec. 29, 1944.  
53 Ibid. 
54 “Pomona and her Environs", a souvenir edition published Feb. 1898, by the Pomona Progress, p. 39.   According 
to History of Pomona Valley, California, p. 548, by Francis P. Brackett, Pratt moved to Pomona on April 30, 1890. 
55 “Pomona Merchant Sells Business,” Pomona Progress, Jan. 6, 1911. 
56 Obituary in Pomona Progress-Bulletin, Dec. 29, 1944. 
57 “Pomonans Travel 10,000 Miles In Three Months On Cross-Country Tour", Pomona Progress Bulletin, Sept. 22, 
1922. 
58 Lowell C. Pratt, letter to Alice Clark Pratt, dated April 30, 1933. "I am greatly disturbed about Dad's situation." He 
adds that he had received a letter written by Virginia as Harry was unable to write. His obituary (Pomona Progress-
Bulletin, Dec. 29, 1944), merely states that he had "an illness which resulted in his complete invalidism." However, 
a letter from Elinore Taylor dated December 6, 1986, states that "He became ill with Parkinson's disease." 
59 Lowell C. Pratt, letter to Alice Clark Pratt, dated June 11, 1936. "You will be interested to know that Dad has sold 
the grove." "The buyer is a buyer for May Co. and lives in Japan and is leaving tomorrow for Japan, where his wife 
and three children are." "They are coming back to this country next year and want Dad and Virginia to remain on 
the place for a year. Dad is to pay $25 a month rent." 
60 Letter from Lowell C. Pratt to Alice Clark Pratt, dated November 26, 1933. "Dad is failing fast and is really a pitiful 
figure. He is hardly able to walk now and shakes very badly. He can hardly feed himself and it is going to be terrible 

https://www.findagrave.com/memorial/20545178/virginia-pratt
file:///C:/personal/gnrec/HSP/012-Harry%20S%20Pratt%20and%2013-Alice%20Clark%20Pratt/images/hsppomona.jpg
file:///C:/personal/gnrec/HSP/012-Harry%20S%20Pratt%20and%2013-Alice%20Clark%20Pratt/images/hspobit2.jpg


10 
 

His step-daughter Elinore Taylor wrote, “Dad used to talk about his father often.  They were very close, 

and Dad accompanied him on the piano when he sang in concert.  In addition to tuning and repairing 

pianos and organs he also had a large music store which did well.  He had such a congenial personality 

and was a wonderful stepfather to me."63 

Child (by his first wife, Alice): 

17. Lowell Clark PRATT, b. 31 Dec 1894; d. 6 Jun 1979; m. Dorothy Louise NEELY 

 

 

(12) Ernest Lawrence PRATT was born 5 Mar 1872 in Cambridge, MA.64  

He died 12 May 1893 in Pomona, CA.65  He is buried in the Pomona 

Cemetery.66 

Ernest died tragically in an electrical accident, at the age of 21.  An 

obituary67 recounts his short life: 

“Trained and educated in our public schools, he was so quick to advance 

in his classes and studies that at the very early age of 15 he wished to lay 

aside his books, telling his father that he wanted to work, wanted to get 

into business life.  A position as messenger in the Charles River National 

Bank was offered in July ’87, and he quickly accepted it.  From this he 

rose to the position of receiving teller in one year and a half. In the 

Spring of 1890, and while at his desk, he was suddenly taken with a hemorrhage of his lungs, and was 

ordered away by the physicians.  Together with his father he went to Jamaica, through March and April, 

and, returning much benefited, resumed his work.  In the fall, however, fresh attack of the same disease 

came upon him and grave fears were entertained for the future.  His older brother, Harry, having not 

long before purchased a small orange ranch in Pomona, Cal., this was the place selected for him to go.   

The beautiful Lee street home, where the family had enjoyed so much in their own circle and with a host 

of friends, was now sold, and the mother and son set out for the land of roses and perpetual sunshine, 

to join the other son whom the mother had attended and established there but a few years before.  

Here he quickly improved, living out of doors on his Indian pony most of the time.  As health and 

 
when he is completely helpless. Virginia waits on him most faithfully and hardly lets him out of her sight. His 
condition is all the worse because he has nothing to occupy his mind but his own infirmities and his financial 
troubles." 
61 “Harry S. Pratt, 77, Father of Enterprise Editor, Dies Dec. 28", Selma Enterprise. 
62 Visit to cemetery in 2007 with photo of gravestone.  findagrave.com: Harry S. Pratt  
63 Letter from Elinore Taylor dated December 6, 1986. 
64 Ancestry.com. Massachusetts, Birth Records, 1840-1915.  An obituary also gives his birth date and place. 
65 Several obituaries give his death date and place. 
66 findagrave.com: Ernest L. Pratt  
67 I have a clipping my grandfather saved, apparently from a Massachusetts newspaper. 

http://www.findagrave.com/cgi-bin/fg.cgi?page=gr&GRid=20487988
http://www.findagrave.com/cgi-bin/fg.cgi?page=gr&GRid=20545104
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strength came back the desire for work came also, and he found employment in the auditor’s office of 

the Southern California railroad in Los Angeles.  Receiving a flattering offer from gentlemen connected 

with the San Antonio Light and Power Co. and People’s bank at Pomona, he returned there February 1 

of this year and took charge of the company’s books. Interested in all his work, and writing to his father 

how much he was so, in this to him, new business, it is feared that he was incautious, or in some way 

made a wrong step – particulars of the accident not as yet having reached here.  And so, going so far to 

save his life he lost it.  It seems more than sad that this young life – so full of hope and courage, 

ambition to do and dare, a great desire for work, a wish to locate in a good town, to grow up with and to 

be one of the people, with a quick, elastic step, meeting every one with a warm hearty grasp of the hand 

and a sunny smile -- should be so abruptly closed.  But he leaves a clean record; the accounts are all 

square, for he worked all one Sunday at the bank, to find an error in cash of a few cents.  He seems to us 

too young to die, in perfect health so far as we know, but in God’s kingdom he will never grow old.”  He 

had been engaged to a woman named Alice. 

 

 

(13) James Stanley PRATT (William Wisner PRATT, William PRATT) was born 24 Jun 188168 in Wollaston, 

MA.69  He died 14 Dec 1944 in Boston, MA.70 James married Florence Inez LUCAS, 19 Nov 1899, in 

Cambridge, MA. 71  She was born in about 1879 in Plymouth, MA, and was the daughter of Hiram B. 

LUCAS and Mary E. BUTLER.72  Florence died 13 Jul 1962 in Winthrop, MA.  

Stanley lived in Winthrop, and at the time of his death, was the New England manager for Gilman, Nicoll 

& Ruthman, a newspaper advertising firm.  Earlier he had been on the advertising staffs of the Boston 

Traveler, The Herald, and The American.  He had also been advertising manager for the Fiske Rubber 

Company.  He was a Mason and was a member of the Boston City Club and the Advertising Club of 

Boston.73  He died in his office, by suicide.74 

Child: 

18. William Brewster PRATT, b. 8 Jun 1914, Watertown, MA;75 d. 25 May 1978;76 m. Beverly 

Bird Burhans; divorced; grad. Williams College, 1935; also attended Harvard College.  According 

to his marriage notice he later attended the American Institute of Baking in Chicago, and was a 

sergeant in the Army; apparently no children. 

 
68 Ancestry.com. Massachusetts, Birth Records, 1840-1915  
69 World War II draft registration card. 
70 Obituary in New York Times. 
71 Ancestry.com. Massachusetts, Marriage Records, 1840-1915  
72 Ibid. 
73 Obituary in New York Times. 
74 A Letter from Lowell C. Pratt. 
75 Ancestry.com. Massachusetts, Town and Vital Records, 1620-1988  
76 Social Security Death Index says May 1978.  However Ancestry.com. U.S., Department of Veterans Affairs BIRLS 
Death File, 1850-2010 gives 25 Mar 1978 as his death date. His last residence was Winthrop, MA.  
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Fourth Generation 
 

14. Gertrude Virginia FITTS (Edith Pratt GRAY, Elizabeth Coolidge PRATT, William PRATT) was born 25 

Nov 1900, in Quincy, MA.  She died 12 Feb 1984, in Hyannis, MA.  She married four times.  Her first 

married, on 22 Feb 1930, was to Robert Samuel CARLSON.  Robert was born 15 Oct 1888 and died 10 

May 1948, in Pawtucket, RI.  At one time he was a land agent in the Panama Canal Zone.  In 1940, he 

and his wife owned a restaurant.   

Gertrude married, second, George Samuel HOLVEY, 15 Apr 1950, in Pinellas Co., FL.  George died 23 July 

1955 in FL, and was buried in Greenwich, RI. 

Gertrude married, third, Arthur Fred SMITH.  Arthur was born 21 Sep 1890, and died 27 Feb 1963 in FL. 

He was buried in Peabody, MA.  He had a daughter by a previous marriage. 

Gertrude married, fourth, Carlyle Darracott FISKE on 14 Jan 1978.  Carlyle was born 14 May 1897, and 

died 19 Nov 1985, in South Yarmouth, MA.  He had a previous marriage. 

According to her obituary, Gertrude was “the former owner of the Little Red Hen Restaurant in 

Providence, R.I., before becoming a tour director for the St. Petersburg Company in Florida.  She was a 

graduate of the Woodard Institute for Girls, Quincy, and the former Framingham Normal School.”77  She 

was buried in Blue Hills Cemetery, Braintree, MA. 78 

 

 

15. Edith Frances FITTS (Edith Pratt GRAY, Elizabeth Coolidge PRATT, William PRATT) was born 20 Nov 

1902,79 probably in Quincy, MA.  She died 10 Jan 1963 in Vancouver, BC, Canada.  Edith married Henry 

Cecil GUNNING 1 Dec 1928.  Henry was born on 9 Sep 1901, in Belfast, Northern Ireland.80  He was the 

son of Samuel GUNNING and Margaret Elizabeth HEWITT.81  He died 24 Jul 1991 in Vancouver, BC, 

Canada.82 

“Henry Gunning moved to Vancouver in 1907, where his father established a hardware business.  After 

completing high school in South Vancouver, he enrolled at UBC in 1918 and graduated with a B.A.Sc. in 

Geology in 1923.  While at university he represented in rugby and soccer, and retained an enthusiastic 

interest in these sports for the remainder of his life.  After summer work as a contract miner in Stewart, 

B.C., Dr. Gunning continued his education at Massachusetts Institute of Technology, earning his Ph.D. in 

1927.  After graduation he began a long and brilliant career with the Geological Survey of Canada. It is 

 
77 Boston Herald, 15 Feb 1984, retrieved via genealogybank.com. 
78 Gertrude Virginia Fitts Fiske (1900-1984) - Find a Grave Memorial 
79 Fitts Familiies (1989), p. 272. 
80 http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Henry_C._Gunning also The Vancouver Sun, 26 Jul 1991 (from Newspapers.com) 
81 Fitts Families, p. 172. 
82 https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Henry_C._Gunning  

https://www.findagrave.com/memorial/149115227/gertrude-virginia-fiske
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Henry_C._Gunning
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Henry_C._Gunning
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difficult to imagine the challenge which he and his colleagues faced while conducting this survey. In the 

words of his son...  ‘They were on their own in a land of rain forests, grizzly bears, and precipitous 

terrain, with little or no infrastructure or population.  Their achievements in mapping these wild and 

rugged territories fill one with humility when contrasted with our comfortable circumstances of today’. 

In 1939, Dr. Gunning began a distinguished academic career at this university as a teacher, researcher, 

Head of the Department of Geology and Geography, and from 1953 to 1959, as Dean of the Faculty of 

Applied Science. … As Dean, Dr. Gunning took tremendous pride in the achievement of his colleagues 

and his students….. In 1959, Dr. Gunning conducted research in Rhodesia and, after returning to 

Vancouver, entered private consulting and was also instrumental in establishing the engineering 

program at the British Columbia Institute of Technology.  In 1956 he was awarded an Honorary Doctor 

of Science Degree at the UBC Spring Convocation. He was also made a Fellow of the Royal Society of 

Canada.  In retirement, Dr. Gunning's energies were directed into charitable activities, his magnificent 

garden, the pursuit of salmon off North Pender Island, and to his large and much loved family. Henry 

Gunning lived a long and most remarkable life.  He found fulfilment in his work, from a deep and 

meaningful involvement with his church, and by cherishing his lifelong contact with the university which 

gave him so much and to which he gave so much in return.  Henry Gunning embodied the phrase ‘a 

scholar and a gentleman.’”83 

Children: 

19.   Donald Fitts GUNNING 

20.   Patricia GUNNING 

 

 

16. Mildred Pratt FITTS (Edith Pratt GRAY, Elizabeth Coolidge PRATT, William PRATT) was born 25 Aug 

1906,84 in Braintree, MA.85  She died 9 Feb 1994, in Brewster, MA., and is buried in the Blue Hill 

Cemetery, Braintree, MA.86  She never married. 

According to her obituary, “For several years she worked for her father at E. V. Fitts Wholesaler Grocers 

in Quincy, and later at the Butler Memorial Hospital in Providence, R.I.  She spend two years in Salisbury, 

Southern Rhodesia – now Zimbwabe – and the experience stimulated an interest in Christian Mission 

work.  She later moved to Scarsdale, N.Y., where she became a missionary correspondent for the United 

Church Board for World Ministries.  In 1969 Miss Fitts realized a lifelong ambition and built a retirement 

home on Cape Cod. She continued her life of Christian service with the First Congregational Church of 

 
83  http://members.shaw.ca/reunion58/dean2.htm 

84 Ancestry.com. Massachusetts, Birth Records, 1840-1915  
85 Her obituary states she was born in Braintree, although the birth was recorded in Quincy. 
86 Mildred Pratt Fitts (1906-1994) - Find a Grave Memorial 

http://members.shaw.ca/reunion58/dean2.htm
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Harwich, where she served in many capacities, including chairman of the mission board, treasurer, choir 

member and eulogist.  Miss Fitts was also a pianist and performed throughout her life.”87 

 

 

17. Lowell Clark PRATT (Harry Stillman PRATT, Francis Lowell PRATT, William PRATT) was born 31 Dec 

1894 in Pomona, CA.  He died 6 Jun 1979 in Wheaton, MD.  He was buried in Oak Park Cemetery, 

Claremont, CA.88  Lowell married Dorothy Louise NEELY, daughter of Charles Gracchus NEELY and Lucia 

Hull FISH, on 21 May 1918 in Claremont, Los Angeles, CA.  Dorothy was born 28 Feb 1895 in Evanston, 

Cook, IL. She died 22 May 1974 in Silver Spring, MD.  She was also buried in Oak Park Cemetery.  

Lowell Clark Pratt was a journalist, teacher, and in 1947, 

became the first public relations director at what was then San 

Jose State College (now University).  After graduation from high 

school in 1913 he was hired to cover local news for the Pomona 

Progress, and he continued working there while attending 

Pomona College. In the fall of 1915 he entered the Columbia 

University School of Journalism.  

His education was interrupted by World War I. During the war, 

he served 18 months in the army, including seven months of 

non-combat duty in France. He was a corporal and clerk of 

company B, 160th infantry. Later he was promoted to first 

sergeant.  

After the war, he continued his studies at Columbia, graduating 

in June 1920.  He worked for two months on the Springfield 

(Mass.) Republican before returning to California to accept a 

position as city editor of the Pomona Progress.  In 1923 he 

joined the staff of the Pasadena Star-News.  

In 1926 he bought The Selma (Calif.) Enterprise.  With a young man named Ernest Rapley, he plunged 

into the life of a small town and had to learn facets of newspaper publishing which were new to him, 

such as job printing, advertising, circulation and promotion.  In February 1929 The Enterprise was 

consolidated with the other Selma paper, The Irrigator, and Pratt was co-owner. In June 1929 the 

partners bought the Parlier Progress, and the Fowler Ensign was purchased in the early 30's. The 

commercial printing operation was christened the "Triangle Press."  

 
87 Obituary in Cape Cod Times. 
88 findagrave.com: Lowell Clark Pratt  
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He was placed on the all-American journalism "team" of John H. Casey of the University of Oklahoma as 

editorial writer of the year in 1932.  The newspaper also gained recognition in 1936 when it won a front 

page contest for weeklies, sponsored by the California Newspaper Publishers' Association.  

He was appointed Selma's postmaster in May 1934.  On Christmas mornings he volunteered to deliver 

packages.  He resigned as postmaster in October 1939.  

During World War II, Pratt opposed the relocation of Japanese-Americans to internment camps. He also 

spoke out for their safe return after the war had ended.  The Enterprise was one of the few newspapers 

in the west that stood up for the rights of Japanese-Americans.  Pratt emphasized that Americans of 

Japanese ancestry were law-abiding U.S. citizens and, as such, had constitutional rights.  His editorials 

were a voice of reason during a time of anti-Japanese hysteria.  In August 1943 Pratt testified before a 

committee appointed by the California State Senate.  Pratt felt anti-Japanese sentiment was racially 

motivated and emphasized that the vast majority of Japanese-Americans were loyal. 

In March 1947, with his partner wanting to retire, the Enterprise was sold. In September 1947 Pratt 

became the first director of public relations at San Jose State College.  He also taught journalism classes 

there, until 1956. He retired from San Jose State College in 1965. 

In 1968 he moved to Wheaton, Md., where they could be near their daughter.  He died in 1979. 

Lowell Pratt was an honest, hard-working man who had high ideals and put them into practice. He was 

outgoing, always friendly and interested in people and well-liked by others.  At his memorial service a 

telegram from a former student was read.  It said, in part: "Probably no single person has influenced my 

professional life more than a journalism professor named Lowell Pratt, whom I met in 1947... Lowell 

Pratt was the kind of teacher you never forget: intellectually quiet, patient, disciplined, thoroughly 

professional... As a teacher of writing, Mr. Pratt tried to teach us to be factual, accurate, interesting, and 

concise…" 

Child: 

21. Lucia Alice PRATT, b. 5 Apr 1922; d. 7 Feb 2008, Sterling, VA; m. Kenneth Gordon GILBERTSON 


