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P e t e r
H u x f o r d
Ba l l en t i ne
was born in
the Charles-
ton District,
June 27,
1851, the
fourth child of
John James
and Mary
E l i z a b e t h
( H u x f o r d )
Bal lent ine.
He married
Amarintha
Alice Hux-
ford , his first
cousin, on
December 22, 1870.  She was born
May 14, 1846 in Berkeley County,
the daughter of Peter and Lydia
Ann (Calvitt) Huxford .

Their daughter, Amarintha
Alice Ballentine, died in the South
Carolina State Hospital in Colum-
bia, never having married.  Ruth
(Ballantyne) Elsom, their ancestor,
found information to indicate that
she did not die of mental illness, as
thought, but of meningitis mellitis.
This ailment, treatable now, was
thought to be mental illness then.

Frances Marion Ballentine
also married her first cousin,
Charles Radford Newton, son of
Arthur Braxton  and Sara Estelle
(Huxford) Newton.

Josephus Calvert Ballantyne
was the first to change his name to
this spelling.  From what Ruth
Elsom told me, it was to reflect his

Peter holding Mary Elizabeth, Lucierne
Iris (standing), Amarintha Alice

(Huxford) holding Josephus Calvert
(Calvitt) and Frances Marion.

The Family of Peter
Huxford Ballentine

Scottish heritage.  She said he did
not want people to think that his
family were Irish Potato Famine Im-
migrants.  A little checking would
have shown that the Ballentine fam-
ily was in America 200 years before
the first famine immigrants arrived.
Doubtless, the Calvert spelling of his
middle name was originally Calvitt,
after his grandmother.  He married
Sophia Cornelia Youmans, daugh-
ter of James Francis and Ellen
McTeer (Davis) Youmans.  He left
home one day and was never heard
from again.

Mary Elizabeth Ballentine

married first,
Mr. Murdaugh
and second,
W i l l i a m
Kennighan.

P e t e r
Huxford Bal-
lentine died
April 9, 1893 in
Russel lv i l le ,
Berkeley, South
Carolina and is
buried in the
Wassamassaw
Baptist Cem-
etery in the
Wassamassaw
section of Ber-
keley County.

Amarintha Alice (Huxford) Bal-
lentine died there in July 1913  and
is buried in the Russellville Chris-
tian Cemetery in Russellville.

FAMILY REUNION A
GREAT SUCCESS

Those of you who missed the
22nd Annual Family Reunion
missed out on a lot of fun.  About
100 people attended this year.  There
were a lot of old faces that have not
been seen lately, and a lot of new
faces.  Many family members had
the opportunity to share family in-
formation and pictures with eatch
other.  Holly Loise (Huxford)
Lambert attended for the first time.
She came all the way from Anna,
TX with her mother-in-law, Bonnie,
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(See MINISTER on page 4)

MINISTER OF
WESTFIELD

This information is extracted
from the Journal of Rev. John
Ballantine, Minister of Westfield,
Massachusetts, 1737-1774.

It appears that during this pe-
riod, Rev. Ballantine’s church was
having mixed feeling among them-
selves about change.  In an earlier
issue we saw that in May 1767, when
the “long seats” were taken down
and pews installed, many refused to
come and worship.  When he intro-
duced singing into his services more
problems were created.

January 17, 1768 - Preached.
Sung twice in Forenoon, singers
stood up in ye Gallery, New Tunes,
some disgusted, went out, last sing-
ing.

It would appear that the stand-
ing up while singing or the “new
tunes” upset some in the congrega-
tion to the point that they left the
service.  There are, however, in-
stances of the singing of Psalms dur-
ing other services that caused no
concern.  Many entries follow in his
journal in which Rev. Ballantine
tried to convince church members
and the town council that there was
nothing wrong with singing this way.
He was in for an uphill battle.

January 23, 1768 - Mr.
Stickney, ye Singing Master, came
to ye Town.

It appears that Mr. Stickney
had come to town to open a singing
school.  The journal does not indi-
cate whether this was a coincidence
or, perhaps, influenced by the good
reverend.  But, it appears that he
took advantage of the occurence.

January 26, 1768 - Preached
a Lecture on singing as part of ye
instituted Worship.

It appeared that he tried again

In June 1929 our country was
in a depression.  Money was in short
supply, but the day to day activities
had to continue.  One activity was
the operation of the Berkeley
County Jail by Sheriff C. P. Bal-
lentine.  I was told a story about this
by my uncle, Richard Brownlee
Ballentine, son of Sheriff Ballen-
tine.  He said that if money was not
available, the sheriff was responsible
to pay these expenses and then get
reimbursed by the county.  Ulti-
mately, it was the sheriff ’s
responsiblity to take care of prison-
ers.  Uncle Dick said that the sheriff
had tried everything to get funds for
the care of prisoners but was refused.
It appears from a June 4th letter writ-
ten to Sheriff Ballentine by Gover-
nor John B. Richards that he fi-
nally had to ask the state for finan-
cial assistance.   The governor’s re-
ply was sympathetic, but probably
not very acceptable.  The letter
reads:

Dear Sheriff Ballentine:
I have your letter of June 3rd

stating that the 1929 Berkeley
County Supply bill provides that all
claims for dieting prisoners in the
Berkeley County Jail shall be ap-

THE SHERIFF proved by the Berkeley County
Commissioners and a majority of
the delegation, and that you are hav-
ing difficulty in getting these claims
paid.

Feeding of prisoners in the
Berkeley County Jail is strictly a
County obligation and should be
taken care of out of County funds.
It is out of the question, in a civi-
lized land, to consider for a moment
the question of prisoners starving or
suffering for the necessities of life
while they are in a prison unable to
provide themselves with sustenance.

If Berkeley County cannot, or
will not, provide food for the three
prisoners now in the Berkeley
County Jail, I will suspend the sen-
tence of the prisoner you state has
six days longer to serve and the pris-
oner who has fifteen days more to
serve, the suspension being condi-
tioned on their good behavior and
subject to being revoked at any time,
and I will issue orders transferring
to the South Carolina State Peniten-
tiary the prisoner awaiting trial for
murder at the November, 1929, term
of Berkeley County Court.

Yours very truly,  John G.
Richards, Governor

A copy of this letter was also
provided to Hon. E. J. Ennis, State
Senator, Hon. W. M. Dennis, Mem-
ber of House of Rep., and Hon. C.
B. Davis, Member of House of Rep.

In a letter the previous month,
dated May 18th, Sheriff Ballentine
give us information about the iden-
tity of the man above being held for
murder.  Written on Sheriff of Ber-
keley County letterhead to Gover-
nor John G. Richards, it reads:

Dear Sir,
This is to advise that I have

John Waring for whom a warrant
was issued by Magistrate Harvey
of this place upon my affidavit

(see SHERIFF on page 4)
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There are a couple of correc-
tions to the last issue.  Both errors
were located in the front page article
about Benjamin P. and Mary E.
(Platt) Huxford .  Fortunately, these
were only typos and not real errors.
Thanks to Marion (Fultz) Hughes
and Bob Chapman for bringing
them to my attention.

Benjamin  Robert Huxford,
their fifth child, was born Decem-
ber 9, 1884, not 1844 as stated.  Inez
Cleveland Huxford, their seventh
child, was married October 23,
1910, not 1900 as stated.

Mistakes will be made and I
appreciate those who help me catch
those pesky errors.

from Brimingham.  Both said they
enjoyed it and we hope they will
make their visit an annual event.
James Calvert Ballantyne, Sr., of
Charleston, was there again.  His
son, James Calvert, Jr., of Durham,
North Carolina, and daughter,
Linda (Ballantyne) Bryant , of
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma,  at-
tended with family.  They are also
descendants of John James Ballen-
tine, but through Peter Huxford
Ballentine, brother of Ellison
Judson Ballentine.

It was also great to see all the
local family members and those who
came from all over South Carolina
to share some family community.
The following people were recog-
nized: Holly Loise (Huxford)
Lambert, daughter of David
Camilla and Linda Loise (Teague)
Huxford , for traveling the most
miles to be there and Cory Nathan
Campbell, son of McGregor
Heath and Amy Feagin (Grunsky)
Campbell, for being the youngest
family member present.  The eldest
family member present were also
recognized.  Those 90 years and
older were Kathryn Jane (Jones)
Dennis,  daughter of  Caswell
Middleton and Jesse Lynn (Hart)
Jones, and Dorothy Ellen (Hux-
ford) Bobbitt, daughter of Joseph
and Ida Diggs (Wilder) Huxford .
Those 80 year and older were Helen
May (Ballentine) Pfaehler, daugh-
ter of  Enos Elliott and Innis
Lorena (Willson) Ballentine,
Minnie (Jones) Bell, Louise
(Cross) Caison, daughter of Ed-
ward Calvitt and Annie Lee
(Fultz) Cross, and Ida Wilder
(Ballentine) Feagin, daughter of
Charles Packer and Minnie Esther
(Huxford) Ballentine .  A yo-yo

contest was held and the entire gath-
ering was entertained with a puppet
show by Lydia Ann Callaway ,
daughter of Marilyn (Brown)
Callaway, Jessica Reece Roberts
and Stacey Elizabeth Roberts,
daughters of Eddie and Elaine
(Brown) Roberts, and Hannah
Grace Huggins, daughter of Rich-
ard Ervin  and Margaret Susan
(Price) Huggins, Jr.  Thanks girls
for a great show.  The children were
particularly excited when the water-
melon piñata finally burst and the
candy rained down on them.

During the reunion I received
a number of donations for the news-
letter.  I tried to keep them all straight
but may have missed one.  If your
name is not listed with the donations
on page 5, please let me know so
that I can correct the mistake.
Thanks for the donations.  Now I
need some biographical sketches on
your ancestors to use in future issues.
Please try to get them to me as soon

REUNION
(continued from page 1)

SAMUEL WILDER & ELLEN
(CROWDER) HUXFORD, II

This picture was taken on their wedding
day, February 15, 1948.  He is the son of
Thomas Campbell & Elouise (Russell)

Huxford and she is the daughter of
Arthur Lee & Allene Jeanette (Ward)

Huxford.

as possible.
Our thanks goes to Aunt Ellen

(Huxford) Bobbitt  for her help in
coordinating the use of the social
hall with the Russellville Christian
Church.  Also a big thanks goes out
to Elaine (Brown) Roberts,
Marilyn (Brown) Callaway  and
Brenda (Brown) Gunter for their
efforts in making this year’s reunion
happen.  And, thanks to everyone
who attended and contributed to the
reunion basket to help pay the ex-
penses of putting on a reunion.

The food, fellowship and en-
tertainment were great!  Anyone
who missed it this year should start
making plans now for next year.  I
think we are getting bigger and bet-
ter each year and I hope you would
like to be a part of it.

ADDITIONS AND
CORRECTIONS

Know someone not getting our
newsletter?  Send me their name
and address and I will get them
on the mailing list.
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to see what effect his lecture may
have had on his flock.

May 7, 1769 - Sung without
reading the last time.

May 14 1769 - Those that
were offended by the singing stayed
away.

The rest of 1769 finds entries
of singing without reading first and
members walking out.  A subject of
many town meetings during this pe-
riod concerned this issue.  A year
later the problem still had not gone
away.

May 6, 1770 - Read ye last
time of ye singing, occasioned by
many going away.

It appears that Rev. Ballantine

slowly began to win them over.  I
imagine it required some give and
take on both sides. He indicates
some degree of success in the fol-
lowing entry.

May 27, 1772 - Singing Lec-
ture. Mr. Lathrop  preached. Very
well attended. Tunes sung, Dalton,
Landaff , Stevenson. 15th Psalm
Tune, 2 Anthems. The whole service
performed with decency and to gen-
eral satisfaction.

One of his last entries concern-
ing this topic indicates that he may
have finally won them over. What
is not evident is how much this “new
way of singing” resembled the early
form that offended so many.

April 21, 1773 - General Fast
in Conn. I preached at Turkey Hills.
The new way of singing opposed
hardly any singing. A Meeting of ye
singers at Bro. Gay’s. It is a pity that
singing in God’s house should be
performed so poorly when there are
a number of good singers in the
place.

This was just one of the many
issues that confronted the early
clergy in the formation of this great
country.  They were community
leaders that people looked to for
guidance, advice and truth.  Rev.
Ballantine understood the impor-
tance of his actions.  He was aware
of the consequences of his decisions.
He gives us a little insight into his
thoughts in deciding what to do in
certain situations.

October 28, 1770 - Preached
at Sheffield, Mr. Church  at
Westfield. Proposed to some of the
Members of the Church to baptise 2
Children of Capt. Ashley’s, one by
his former Wife, one by his present
one, on the right of the present Wife.
Objected that none but the natural
offspring of a professor had a right
to be baptised on the professor’s
own account. 1st Cor. 7—17. If nei-

charging murder, in jail at this place.
Magistrate Morris  of Olar S.C. ar-
rested him and placed him in the
Bamberg jail and I went for him
immediately upon being notified,
paying Magistrate Morris  $15.00
for arresting him and $1.50 jail ex-
penses for the three hours that he was
in the Bamberg jail.  Senator Den-
nis agreed to re-pay this out of the
County Contingent fund.

I am very sorry to note from
the newspapers that you have been
ruled to show cause why you should
not be adjudged in contempt of
court.  I know from experience how
to sympathize with you, and how
embarrassing it is, but we cannot
help what our political enemies may
do against us.  All we can do is fight
and fight believing that RIGHT will
prevail in the end.

Hoping you every success, I
am Very Respectfully, Sheriff for
Berkeley County, S.C.

SHERIFF
(continued from page 2)

(continued from page 2)

MINISTER

ther of the Parents were believers,
the Children were unclean and had
no right to ordinances. The unbeliev-
ers referred to in the text were pa-
gan Idoloters, Quere! Is there not a
difference between a Pagan and one
educated by Christian Parents who
has heard the Gospel? If a believer
Marry an unbeliever the Children in
some sense become the Children of
the believer though not the natural
offspring. Circumcision was pre-
ferred not only in the Children but
on the Servants though the seed of
unbelievers, Gen. 17-12. The Cov-
enant of Grace in the Gospel is no
less extensive than it was in the Jew-
ish Church. The Children were not
baptised.

We see that Rev. Ballantine
made the decision that offended but
a few.

October 30, 1770 - Preached,
baptized ye Children, some of ye
Church having expressed their un-
easiness that it was neglected on ye
Sabbath. Deacon Smith went out
when ye Children were brought for-
ward.

ANNIE ELIZABETH BALLENTINE

Age 15, daughter of Charles Packer and
Minnie Esther (Huxford) Ballentine.
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Thanks to all who made donations
since last issue. If you enjoy the
newsletter and want to keep it
coming, please consider making a
donation. Donations go only to the
costs of printing and mailing the
newsletter.

SOUTH CAROLINA
Bonneau

Ida Wilder (Ballentine) Feagin

Charleston
James C. Ballantyne, Sr.

Cordesville
Gary & LouAnn (Meradith) Savage

Eutawville
Richard & Barbara (Hilton) West

Moncks Corner
Francis & Cathy (Huxford) Wood

St. Stephen
Calvitt & Mildred (Hood) Ballentine
Robbie & Lillian (Keller) Ballentine
Mark & Patty (Dixon) Ballentine

Sumter
Norris & Bobbie Kendrick
NORTH CAROLINA

Boone
Ben & Elizabeth (Russell) Horton

TEXAS
Anna

Holly (Huxford) Lambert

Please send donations to:
George H. Ballentine

2714 Phyllis Dr.
Copperas Cove, TX 76522-4311

(254) 542-7259

DONATION STATUS

BALLENTINES
(l-r) William Wayne, Annie Elizabeth,
Richard Brownlee (back) and Calvitt

Benjamin.

CONTACT ME !!!
I would like to ask that everyone
contact me with any changes to their
address for mailing the newsletter.
If a copy is returned for a bad
address, I have to locate the new
address and mail another one to you.
That is a stamp and newsletter
wasted.  I would also like to request
that everyone with e-mail contact
me, if you haven’t already,  at
georgeball@n-link.com so I will
have a quick way to contact you.

If you have access to the
Internet, take a moment and check
out OUR website above.

I created and maintain the site
and am always updating.  There are
pictures and information about dif-
ferent branches of our tree.  I will
add more as time permits, so check
back often.

WE ARE ON THE
INTERNET, TOO!

Webpage:
http://www.n-link.com/~georgeball

Email:
 georgeball@n-link.com

PERCENTAGES

WILLIAM WAYNE BALLENTINE, Jr.

This picture was probably taken in
1949.  He is the son of William Wayne &

Geneva Stanley (Meares) Ballentine.

An old Scottish custom held that a
casket should be carried out of a
house not through a door, but
through an opening made in the side
of the house and walled up
immediately after the casket’s
departure.  The belief was that a
ghost could reenter a house only
through the opening through which
he had left it.

The following is taken from A
CENTURY OF POPULATION
GROWTH, 1790-1900, originally
published by GPO, 1909.

In 1790, the percent distribu-
tion of the white population of each
nationality as indicated by heads of
families is very interesting.  For the
entire country, the percentages rep-
resented were: English, 83.5%,
Scottish, 6.7%, Irish, 1.6%, Dutch,
2.0%, French, 0.5%, German, 5.6%,
Hebrew, <0.1%, and all others,
about 0.1%.

During the same period the
distribution in South Carolina was
represented by: English, 82.4%,
Scottish, 11.7%, Irish, 2.6%, Dutch,
0.2%, French, 1.3%, German, 1.7%,
Hebrew, 0.1% and all others, 0.1%.

In consulting the information
it becomes clear which nationalities
were the most dominant
slaveholders.  Nationally the per-
centage was 11.8%.  When we look
at individual nationalities, we find:
English & Welsh, 11.3%, Scottish,
16.0%, Irish, 15.3%, Dutch, 27.9%,
French 30.8%, German, 3.7%, He-
brew, 15.5%, and all others 16.4%.

It appears that the largets per-
centage of families holding slaves

(See PERCENTAGES on page 8)
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FAMILY REUNION 1990

THE FAMILY OF
RICHARD

SPENCER WILDER

I have not verified a lot of the
accepted information on our Wilder
line, but I believe that there are some
inconsistencies in the earlier lineage
that needs to be looked into in the
future.  However, I do believe that
the information here is accurate, if
not complete.

Spencer Wilder is thought to
have been born in Virginia, the son
of Jonathan Wilder.  The name of
his mother is not known.  He settled
in Sumter, Sumter, South Carolina
with his wife, Sally Yopp.  They
probably married in Virginia, as her
family was from Lancaster County,
Virginia. They were married about
1789.  Both died in Sumter and are
buried in the Old Hoyt Cemetery
there.

They had, at least, the follow-
ing children.  1) Hulda was born
about about 1790 and married Wil-
liam Mellett .  2) Thomas James
was born about 1794 and married
first, Elizabeth Bradford and sec-
ond, Amanda Adel Diggs in 1837.
3) Roebuck was born about 1800,
married Annie Holland, and died
in 1845.

Thomas James Wilder and
Elizabeth Bradford had nine chil-
dren.  After her death, he married
Amanda Diggs and had another
child.  Our ancestor, Richard Spen-
cer Wilder , was the youngest of his
children by his first wife.  It appears
that he was very fond of his step-
mother as he named a daughter, Ida
Diggs Wilder,  after her.  1) Theresa
Constantia, born December 5,
1814, married John Matthias
James in 1849.  2) Lenora Tobrica,
born in 1820, married Jonathan
Dargen Jones.  3) Susan Eliza-

beth, born 1826, married John
Richardson Logan.  4) Mary
Plowden, born 1828, married first,
James Sanders, and second,
Guignard Richardson.  5) Will-
iam Wingfield .  6) Robert
Bradford , born about 1829.  7)
Thomas James, Jr., born 1830,
married Adelaid Nettles in 1850.  8)
Eugene Augustus, born about
1831, died 1847.  9) Richard Spen-
cer, born about 1832, married Mary
E. Chandler in 1847.  By his sec-
ond wife he had James Diggs
Wilder , born about 1840, married
Sarah Moore Roach in 1869.

Richard Spencer and Mary
E. (Chandler) Wilder lived in Flo-
rence, Florence, South Carolina.
They had five children.  1) Lenora
Elizabeth, born August 31, 1849,
married Stephen Deveaux Russell
in 1866.  He was a brother to Julia
Russell below and Walter Pierre

Russell, who can be traced to our
Russell line today.  2) Joseph
Mellett , born 1850, married Julia
Russell.  3) Sallie Teresa, born
1853, married Henry P. McMillan
in 1867.  4) Winters Rabb, born
1857, married Mary Louise Sexton
in 1878.  This line can be traced to
our Spiers line today.  5) Ida Diggs,
born December 15, 1865, married
Joseph Huxford on February 22,
1880.  He was the son of Peter and
Sarah (Garlington) Huxford .  Ri-
chard Spencer Wilder died in
1881.  Mary E. (Chandler)
Wilder’s  date of death and their
place of burial is not known.  How-
ever, there are, no doubt, buried in
Florence, Florence, South Carolina.

For the family of Joseph and
Ida Diggs (Wilder) Huxford , see
Ballentine Branches, volume 1,
number 1, September 1997, page
five.

HARLEE STAFFORD and SANDRA MARION (SPIERS) FEAGIN, III

He is the son of Harlee Stafford and Ida Wilder (Ballentine) Feagin, Jr.  and she is
the daughter of Marion Jones and Geraldine Myrtle (Johnson) Spiers.
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Accomplishments

Congratulations to Cathy
Ellen (Huxford) Wood .  Cathy
graduated from Charleston Southern
University in May 1998 with a Mas-
ters in Elementary Education.  She
is the daughter of Samuel Wilder
and Ellen (Crowder) Huxford, II,
the wife of Francis Edward
“Brudy” Wood .  Their youngest
daughter, Ashley Jeanette, also
graduated, but from Stratford High
School in June 1998.

This appeared in The News
and Courier, Sunday, April 4, 1971.
Entitled ‘Those Were The Days’ it
was written by C. B. Williams, a
retired state news editor with 43
years experience in Charleston dai-
lies.  He recalls:

On another subject, the
Manson family, and the Chicago
Seven had nothing when it came to
outbursts, on a bank robber defen-
dant whose trial I attended in Mon-
cks Corner.

When court was called to or-
der there one morning, with Judge
William H. Grimball  presiding, I
heard a deputy tell Sheriff   C. P.
Ballentine that the defendant said
he was not coming to court.  He had
been awaiting trial in the jail nearby.

With that the sheriff hurriedly
left the court room and soon we be-
gan hearing screaming and a stream
of profanity.  The prisoner fought the
officers every step of the way.  He
grabbed stair railings and braced his
feet at every opportunity.  One
would have thought that the offic-
ers were half killing him.

Judge Grimball, as soon as
he realized what was happening, qui-
etly stepped from the bench to the
judge’s quarters so as not to start the
trial with a contempt of court cita-
tion.

Order restored, the judge re-
turned to the bench to listen to the
defendant’s lawyer argue that any-
one who raved and ranted as his cli-
ent had should not go on to trial, but
go instead to a psychiatrist.

One couldn’t help but suspect
that the rampage had been planned
carefully to delay the trial.  What-
ever the case, the trial proceeded.  By
the way, the lawyer was an import,
not a Moncks Corner man.

A RUCKUS IN
COURT

Frances Ballentine, member

Deaths

THE GALLOWAYS
John William Galloway, son of John
Durant and Ada Bell (Cox) Galloway

and Cecil Agnes Ballentine, daughter of
Charles Packer and Minnie Esther

(Huxford) Ballentine, married
December 24, 1924.

Calvitt Benjamin Ballentine,
Sr., 72, died August 11, 1998 in a
Moncks Corner hospital.  He was a
retired electronics technician with
the Charleston Naval Shipyard.  He
was born on April 17, 1926 in St.
Stephen, South Carolina, youngest
child of Charles Packer and
Minnie Esther (Huxford) Ballen-
tine.

He was an Army veteran of
World War II, serving with the 101st

Airborne Division.  He was a ma-
son, a member of the Scottish Rite
and a Shriner.  A member of the
Betaw Christian Church, he was laid
to rest on August 13th at the Sunset
Memorial Cemetery in St. Stephen,
South Carolina.

He is survived by his wife,
Mildred (Hood) Ballentine, four
sons, C. B. Ballentine, Jr., of
Florida, Charley Gadsen Ballen-
tine, Robbie Packer Ballentine,
Mark Emmet Ballentine,  all of St.
Stephen, three sisters, Georgia B.
Blume of Columbia, Ida B.  Feagin
of Bonneau, and Annie B.
Beckham of Moncks Corner, and
six grandchildren.

of the Charleston Lowcountry Rose
Society, earned eight blue ribbons,
including several best of the show
awards, at Charleston’s eighth an-
nual rose show held in May.
Frances’ three floribunda sprays of
Little Darling won best of show in
its class.  Frances has served as so-
ciety president, board director and
rose show chair, as well as president
of the South Carolina Rose Society
and is an American Rose Society
certified consulting rosarian.

Born Frances Mary Gasson,
she is the daughter of Louis John
and Mary Frances (Bagdonis)
Gasson, and wife of John Willson
Ballentine of Summerville.

IN GENEALOGY, A
STEP BACKWARD IS

CONSIDERED
MAKING PROGRESS.
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George H. Ballentine
Editor

2714 Phyllis Dr.
Copperas Cove, TX 76522-4311

The family of William
Ballantyne of Boston

The family of Peter Oscar
Huxford

Rev. Ballantine, Minister of
Westfield

... and much more

Thanks to TRIVIA TA, A
Compendium of Useless
Information, compiled by
Timothy T. Fullerton, 1975, for
trivia facts included in this issue.

were the French.  This is accounted
for by the fact that the number of
French families at that time was
small.  The large proportion of such
families were located in South Caro-
lina, the state in which the average
number of slaves per family was
highest.  The French were followed
closely by the old Dutch of New
York.  The smallest proportion is
shown by the Germans.  Even at this
early period, they were obviously
opposed to slave ownership.

Had the proportion of slaves
for the entire white population in
1790 been the same as it was for the
German element, the total number
of slaves at the First Census would
have been 52,520, instead of ap-
proximately 700,000.

PERCENTAGES
(continued from page 5)

AMERICA’S
FAVORITE HYMNS

Of the estimated 400,000
Christian hymns that have been pub-
lished, fewer than 500 are in com-
mon use, and only 150 of them are
well known by churchgoers.  To de-
termine their popularity in this coun-
try, a poll was made which disclosed
that four hymns alone constituted the
first choice of 20,384 of the 30,000
churchgoers questioned. And the
relative popularity of these four out-
standing favorites is shown by the
following figures:  For every 100
persons whose first choice was
Abide With Me, which was the hymn
that led, 75 preferred Nearer My
God to Thee, 57 preferred Lead,
Kindly Light and 47 preferred Rock
of Ages.

Coming Soon!Coming Soon!Coming Soon!Coming Soon!Coming Soon!


