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N  O  T  I  C  E
This is not an original source
document.  Please do not quote this
document as the source for any
genealogical information on these
families.  Some of the information
may not have been verified for
accuracy.  Commercial use of this
information is strictly prohibited.

FAMILY REUNION - JULY 24 & 25
William Gay Ballantine , sur-

veyor, engineer, Congregational
minister, and fourth president of
Oberlin College in  Oberlin, OH,
was born in Washington, DC in
1848 to the Rev. Elisha Ballantine
(1809-1886) and Betsy Ann
Watkins (1812-1873).  His child-
hood was spent in Cincinnati where
his father was professor of Hebrew
at Lane Theological Seminary.  He
graduated from Marietta College in
1868 at the age of 20 and served
briefly as assistant engineer on the
staff of the Ohio geographical sur-
vey.  In 1872, he graduated from
Union Theological Seminary and
entered upon post-graduate studies
at the University of Leipzig.  He in-
terrupted his studies in 1873 to join
the first American Palestine Expe-
dition.  A year later, he became Pro-
fessor of Natural History and Chem-
istry at Ripon College in Wisconsin.
In 1875 he married Emma Frances
Atwood of Waupun, Wisconsin.
She died in 1919 and was the daugh-
ter of Almon Atwood.  Their chil-
dren were Arthur Atwood
Ballantine, Henry Winthrop
Ballantine, Edward Ballantine
and Mary Frances Ballantine.

From 1876 to 1878 he served
as Professor of Greek at the Univer-
sity of Indiana at Bloomington with
his father, who also taught Greek and
Hebrew Exegesis.  After two years,
he was elected Professor of Old Tes-

tament Language and Literature.  In
1884, he became one of the editors
of the Biblioteca Sacra, contribut-
ing numerous scholarly articles to its
pages.  In 1889 he was named chair-
man of the general faculty, and in
January 1891, the Board of Trust-
ees, on the unanimous recommen-
dation of the faculty, elected him
president over several other distin-
guished nominees.  He resigned this
post on June 22, 1896, subsequently
refusing the trustees’ offer of a pro-
fessorship.

In the fall of 1897, after a year
of study in Greece, he became Pro-
fessor of Bible at the International
Young Men’s Christian Association
Training School in Springfield, Mas-

sachusetts, later known as Spring-
field College.  To his post, he
brought the reputation he had won
for himself at Oberlin, as a gifted
and inspiring teacher who sought to
draw students away from a literal
conception of the Bible to an appre-
ciation of its complexities in light
of modern scientific truth.  This ap-
proach to Biblical instruction engen-
dered controversy among the
YMCA leadership, and brought
about a year-long investigation
which resulted not only in his exon-
eration but in praise of his teaching,
which was found to represent “the
great body of evangelical belief.”

After twenty-three years of
teaching, he retired in 1921 to de-
vote himself to writing.  Among his
other works, his translation of the
New Testament, known as the Riv-
erside New Testament was highly
acclaimed.  He died at the age of 88
in Springfield, Massachusetts on
January 10, 1937.

(See BALLANTINE on page 7)
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In the fall of 1872, I visited my
father’s birthplace, Martha’s Vine-
yard, Mass.  At the foot of Boston, I
took the Old Colony R. R. for New
Bedford; thence by vessel I reached
Martha’s Vineyard, off Vineyard
Sound, a beautiful little island, nine-
teen miles in length, and one and
one-half miles wide.  Here I found
plenty of our Tribe, known as “The
John Tribe,” “The Alexander Tribe,”
&c., &c.  I was told to call on Jo-
seph Huxford for information.  I
did so, and found him a very old
man (about 90 years) who still re-
tained excellent memory.  He lived
in Chappaelask, on the east side of
the river that flows through the is-
land.  From this affable gentleman I
got such information as I sought.  We
first visited Edgartown and found
from the records that about three
centuries ago, one J. S. Huxford
purchased certain building lots,
which purchase was not recorded till
shortly after the close of the Revo-
lutionary War.  Can’t give the exact
date.  We next visited the cemetery
and found on the tombstone the
name of one Hersa Huxford and an
infant child.

Further research developed the
fact that one Joseph Huxford got
ship wrecked and ran his vessel into
Vineyard Sound, and unloaded the
cargo in the ware-house at
Edgartown.  He and his crew took
board at a private boarding-house
kept by a man named Norton, in the
mean time having sent the vessel to
New Bedford for repairs.  The fol-
lowing spring Huxford  married
Miss Hersa Huxford, and built a
house.  He sent his crew back to
England and engaged in the sale of
goods at Edgartown for some six or
seven years.  He was then obliged

to return to England to settle up with
his business partner.

On the voyage to England, the
vessel is supposed to have been lost,
as it never landed and no tidings of
the passengers has ever been re-
ceived.  Huxford  left a wife and two
children, one son and one daughter.
The daughter died and we saw the
tomb-stone above her grave close
behind that of her mother, Hersa
Norton Huxford .

The son grew up to manhood,
married, and from him the entire
“Huxford Tribe” has descended; at
least all the Huxfords that are Ameri-
can born.

I have visited this Island once
since 1872 and could find nothing
different from the above facts.
      Juneau, Wis., June 17th, 1887.
                               J. S. Huxford

GENEALOGY OF THE HUXFORD TRIBE
by J. S. Huxford

This article was submitted by Bruce
Huxford of Pierre, SD.  The author
was his great, great grandfather,
Joseph S. Huxford.  Joseph’s lineage
back to Samuel Huxford is: Joseph
S. - William - Joseph - Samuel.

Annie Mariah Ballentine
was born April 2, 1875, oldest child
of Ellison Judson and
Georgiannah Stroble (Brownlee)
Ballentine.

She first married Theodore
Pinckney Godfrey, who was born
March 25, 1841, son of Benjamin
and Rachel (Hurst) Godfrey.  In the
1900 Census for St. John’s Berke-
ley Parish, South Carolina, they had
three children.  They were Pearl
Godfrey, born January 1895,
Clayton Godfrey, born May 1897
and Harold Godfrey, born March
1889.  After the death of her first
husband, she married a Mr. Dean
and had, at least, two other children,
Louisa  Dean and Harvey Dean.

I have not been able to deter-
mine death, burial or any other in-
formation on this family.  I would
appreciate any help that I can get on
this line.

1999 REUNION
Don’t forget that the reunion

this year will be two days.  We have
reserved the Russellville Christian
Church Social Hall for both days.

The first day, Saturday, July
24th, will be a casual and informal
time for everyone to drop by and
update family histories.    We will
be there with our genealogical re-
search records for anyone to come
by and show pictures or other items
of family interest.  We will be there
from 10:00 am until, at least, 4:00
pm.

The second day, Sunday, will
be the actual reunion and dinner.  If

you can’t make it out on Saturday,
please try to make it Sunday.  We
have some great activities scheduled
for this year, so don’t miss out.

We need to get our young
people more involved in the family
history, too, so encourage them to
come along.  Hope to see you all
there.
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BALENTINE-HOLT
FAMILY REUNION

During the weekend of June
11-13, 1999, Debby and I attended
the Balentine-Holt family reunion
in Denison, Texas.  This reunion is
held biannually, usually in a differ-
ent state.  Last year’s reunion was
held in Alabama and the next one
will be in Tennessee.  These are the
Balentine lines of AL, AR and TN.

It appears that a man named
John Ballentine was born in SC
about 1782 and later migrated to
Wayne County, TN in the 1830’s.
His wife, Sarah, was also born in
SC, as were, at least, their first four
children.  The lines above descended
from this family.  I am working now
trying to find a link between this
John Ballentine and our SC
Ballentines.

We met some folks that are so
friendly and nice that they could not
be considered anything but our cous-
ins.  When we arrived in Dension
on Friday we were treated to coffee,
doughnuts, sandwiches and good
conversation at the home of Gary
and Shantel Balentine, the hosts for
this year’s reunion.  The first topic
of conversation, of course, was the
one “L” Balentines and the two “L”
Ballentines.  I do not believe that
after three days together we ever did
determine which was “correct.”  I
guess both ways are okay.

On Saturday we all met again
at Gary and Shantel’s for coffee.
During the morning they had tours
scheduled with rented vans to
Sherman, antiques shops around
Denison, a craft fair, and the Texoma
Lake dam for lunch.  In the evening
we all met at their church fellowship
building for visiting and a family get
together.  There was plenty of good
food and conversation to be had.

Ann (Balentine) Wisely, the origi-
nator of the reunion, spoke and re-
membered those who had departed
since the last reunion.  Everyone in-
troduced themselves and told how
they fit into the family picture.
Some family business issues for the
next reunion were discussed and
then everyone went back to visiting.
I had my computer and records there
and spent a lot of time talking with
others trying to find a common an-
cestor to tie our lines together. That
will take a little more time.

On Sunday we again met at
Gary and Shantel’s home for cof-
fee and doughnuts before getting on
the road for the trip home.  Those
who wanted to stay and attend
church services were invited to at-
tend their service.  Goodbyes were
said and we were on our way back
to Copperas Cove with some fond
memories of our new cousins.  Al-
though these folks had never met us
before they accepted us right into the
family.  They never let us feel the
least bit uncomfortable and did ev-
erything they could to make us feel
like family.  As far as I am con-
cerned, one “L” or two, these folks
are family.  All I need to do now is
document it.

Debby and I thoroughly en-
joyed our time in Denison.  The re-
union will probably be in TN next
year, rather than two years.  I met
some new family and made some
new friends, and, if at all possible, I
plan to be there again.  I only hope
that this time I can stand up and an-
nounce the connection that binds our
families together.

ADDITIONS AND
CORRECTIONS

None Reported

Pictured above are (l-r) Harlock
Huxford Russell and Ida
Elizabeth Russell.  They were two
children of Simon Tyler and Stella
Carrick (Huxford) Russell, Jr.

MINISTER OF
WESTFIELD

This information is extracted
from the Journal of Rev. John
Ballantine, Minister of Westfield,
Massachusetts, 1737-1774.

July 20, 1759 - Examination
Day [Note: Harvard College En-
trance]  - Pynchon examined, and
to my mortification as well as his,
found wanting - put off to the end
of the Vacancy.  I took more pains
with him than ever I had done with
any - he had construed 8 Orations in
Tully - good part of it 3 times - In
Virgil he had gone through the
Ecologues, 3 Eneids, and had got 50
or 60 times at the beginning of ev-
ery Eneid to the 11th - some parts
of it 4 times.  He had gone through
Clark’s introduction.  In Greek he
had gone through Matthew, Mark
and Luke, and entered John.  Read

(See MINISTER on page 4)
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NAVAL ACADEMY APPOINTMENT

Stephen Blake Price, son of
Frank  and Harriet (Hilton) Price ,
has been accepted into the United
States Naval Academy in Annapo-
lis, MD.  He graduated in June from
Northwestern High School in Rock
Hill, SC.  Stephen graduated with
full honors, earning a 4.0 GPA in
the very challenging International
Baccalaureate course of studies.
Only a few high schools in South
Carolina offer these Advanced
Placement courses.  Stephen par-
ticipated in several school clubs and
played varsity soccer for three
years, captaining the team in his
senior year.  He also tried out and
was selected to play for the USA
International team in Europe this
July.  However, he had to turn down

by Frank Price

this opportunity to report to An-
napolis on July 1, 1999.

To be accepted into the Acad-
emy is very difficult with extremely
tough competition.  Over 10,000
applicants are received yearly from
which about 1,100 young men and
women are chosen to attend one of
the most highly respected institu-
tions of learning in the United
States.  Applicants must be aca-
demically, physically and morally
qualified, and must be nominated
by a member of Congress.  Fortu-
nately, two member of Congress
from South Carolina thought
enough of Stephen to nominate
him for the Naval Academy, the
only academy for which he applied.

Stephen was accepted at Au-

burn, Georgia Tech, North Carolina
State, University of South Carolina
and the Naval Academy.  After
Stephen and his father visited An-
napolis last November there was re-
ally no doubt where he was going if
he could gain an appointment.  The
structure and discipline at the acad-
emies are not for everyone.  It is ex-
tremely tough, especially the first
year.

Now that Stephen has received
his appointment he is eagerly antici-
pating beginning his journey to be-
coming a United States Naval Of-
ficer.  Upon graduation from the
Naval Academy he will incur a mini-
mum five year active duty service
obiligation.  We wish him well.

CAN ANYONE IDENTIFY THESE LADIES?

These two ladies were in a group of family pictures that I photographed
years ago.  I have been unable to identify either of them.  Does anyone
recognize them?  The picture on the right is from an old tin-type and was in
very bad condition.  I will have my copies of these pictures at the reunion
on July 24th and 25th if you would like a better look at them.

considerable of it into English as
well as Latin.  He could perform the
tasks prescribed, I make no doubt.
Was told by one of the Examiners
that if he minded his Studies in the
Vacancy there would be no doubt of
his admission at the end of it.

August 1, 1759 - Went to the
Meeting House to see the repairs.
Drove a nail, as they phrase it.

August 28, 1759 - Inferior
Court & Sessions.  A number of the
Principal Justices of the County of
Hamptonshire wrote to his Excel-
lency that if he did not take away
the Commissions he had lately given
to Charles Phelps, Esqr. they would
resign.  The Governor did not see
cause to gratify them.  They refused
acting.

September 6, 1759 - Mr.
Chandler, Minister of Billerica dis-

MINISTER
(Continued from page 3)

(See MINISTER on page 5)



Vol. 3, No. 4 Page 5 July / August 1999

SOUTH CAROLINA
Cross

John Gordon Fultz

ALABAMA
Florence

Jimmy & Barbara (Rikard) Phillips

ARKANSAS
Mansfield

Bruce & Gaile (Balentine) Hainley

MISSOURI
Chesterfield

Anna Mae (Harman) Bowman

OKLAHOMA
Lawton

Paula Balentine

TEXAS
Wichita Falls

Jesse Mac Balentine

Please send donations to:
George H. Ballentine

2714 Phyllis Dr.
Copperas Cove, TX 76522-4311

(254) 542-7259

DONATIONS

If you have access to the
Internet, take a moment and check
out OUR website above.

I created and maintain the site
and am always updating.  There are
pictures and information about dif-
ferent branches of our tree.  I will
add more as time permits, so check
back often.

WE ARE ON THE
INTERNET, TOO!

Webpage:
http://www.n-link.com/~georgeball

Email:
 georgeball@n-link.com

Thanks to all who made donations
since last issue. If you enjoy the
newsletter and have not made a
donation, please consider making
one to keep our newsletter coming.
Donations go only to the costs of
printing and mailing the newsletter.

Bi rths

Deaths

Marriages

None ReportedNone ReportedNone ReportedNone ReportedNone Reported

None ReportedNone ReportedNone ReportedNone ReportedNone Reported

Robbie P. Ballentine, Jr., son of
Bob and Lillian (Keller)
Ballentine of St. Stephen, SC, is
engaged to be married to Krystal
L. Roark , of Moncks Corner, SC.
She is the daughter of Mr. & Mrs.
Darrell E. Roark  of Moncks
Corner.  Krystal  is a graduate of the
University of South Carolina,
College of Pharmacy and is
employed with CVS.  Robbie is a
graduate of the University of South
Carolina, College of Business and
is employed with Keller Builders.
The wedding is planned for
September 4, 1999 at the St. Stephen
Evangelical Church.

Engagement

This photograph of the family
of Edison Webster and Medda
Orene (Proctor) Crawford was
taken in the mid 1940’s.  Pictured
are (l - r): Lenora, Medda, Ed and
Eddie.  The boy in the background
is unknown.

Edison Webster Crawford
was born October 22, 1908, son of
Lanneau Samuel and Lenora
Eliza (Huxford) Crawford .  On
September 1, 1935, he married
Medda Orene Proctor.  She was
born May 17, 1912 in Olanta, South
Carolina.  Their two children, shown
above, are Edison Webster
Crawford, Jr.  and Medda Lenora
Crawford .

Edison died February 24, 1979
and is buried in the Russellville
Christian Church Cemetery in
Russellville, South Carolina.

MINISTER

covered to be guilty of intemperate
drinking.  How do such instances
tend to bring the Ministers into con-
tempt.  How do they hurt religion.
How aggravated are such Sins in
Ministers.  Romans 2, 17-24, Psalms

69-6.  Let not them that wait on thee
O Lord God of hosts be ashamed
for my Sake.  Let not those that Seek
thee be Confounded for my Sake.
O God of Israel.  People should be
careful when they choose to the pas-
toral Office.  Such Instances should
make Ministers humble and watch-
ful.

(Continued from page 4)
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FAMILY REUNION 1994

My father and brothers and I
had many hunting exploits.  We
lived in a valley of the Antelope river
which connected with the Platte
river.  Our house was on the edge of
town and we had a plot of five acres.
We usually had two cows and a
riding horse.  In addition to trapping
and hunting we boys of course liked
to hunt for flint arrows.  We had
picked up a rather large collection
of Indian arrows.  These were dis-
covered usually on bare bluffs
around the ridge hills of the valley.
Over the years both our father and
uncle had carefully stored the flint
arrows for us.  Some of these pieces
of flint were rather large, being the
size of a man’s fist.  Most of them
were grooved and had initially been
attached to a heavy stick.  These
clubs had been used as tomahawks
by the warrior braves.  Some of these
relics were several hundred years
old.

In order to plant, cure and store
alfalfa hay for our cows and horse
we cultivated some of the land.
Sometimes we used a team of plow-
ing horses borrowed from my uncle
to break up the virgin sod.  One time
we were plowing near the top of our
hill.  We boys usually followed the
furrow after the plow.  Suddenly the
sod of the fresh turned-over prairie
showed blackened bones many of
them rather large in size.  We
stopped to examine these bones be-
cause they might be those of a deer.
As we looked over the bones care-
fully we began to think we had dis-
covered the remains of an ancient
grave.  The partial skelton seemed
to be a part of an Indian mummy.
Perhaps the grave had been in a bank

THE INDIAN
SKELETON

by Walter Scott Huxford

of clay, and the bones may have been
originally buried at a considerable
depth.  After decades or centuries
the top sandy soil had eroded from
the higher hill and finally the grave
had become shallow.  The probabil-
ity of finding an Indian mummy was
exciting and especially because of
the discovery in our own land.

Very few bones of dead ani-
mals are found on the prairie.  Na-
ture has its own scavengers.  When
a rabbit or a coyote or a deer is killed
their remains will usually disappear
in less than twenty four hours.  There
are many live animals such as rats
and mice which will eat both live
and dead animals.  Most of the flesh
will be devoured in a few short hours
or minutes and sometimes even the
skin and bones.

The plain Indians, therefore,
prepared their dead carefully for
burial.  They wound long pieces of
cloth or bark around the dead body.
Enclosed in this wrapping were
strong spices and bitter herbs which
repelled the mice and insects.  Then (See Skeleton on page 7)

the covered body was carefully dried
by strapping it a travois and hauling
it along with the tribe until a suit-
able time for the mummy to be bur-
ied.  In the forest the Indians would
hoist their corpses in high platforms
by means of trees so as to protect
the bodies from large animals.

The Indian travois was a raw-
hide platform, or net, mounted on
two long wooden poles.  Two ends
of the poles were fastened on each
side of a horse while the other two
ends dragged loose over the ground.
Since the squaws and children had
to move continually, at least during
the warm season, a way had to be
found for carrying their blankets,
clothing, cooking utensils, food, tee-
pees and other things needed for
their simple living.  So a sort of sled
was made to stow the belongings;
and such a sled is called a travois.

Perhaps this Indian body lying
here in our valley had been prepared
for burial and dragged along on a
travois too.  We carefully examined

Calvitt Benjamin Ballentine (1926-1998),  the youngest child of Charles Packer
and Minnie Esther (Huxford) Ballentine.  This photograph was taken at the
Ballentine-Huxford Reunion, July 17, 1994.
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the ancient bones and found only a
few ribs attached to their vertebra
and a part of a leg.  There was no
doubt that the partial skeleton was
that of a human being.  It was small
as though the frame was that of a
woman.  We wanted to have an an-
thropologist see these plowed-up
bones and talk with him about them.
We soon found, however, that the
bones could not be handled by our
hands because they quickly
crumbled away.  Finally, after a few
hours, all bones gradually melted
into a formless shape and it became
dust.

Evidently the skeleton had
been sealed so that oxygen had not
completely deteriorated it.  Now that
the grave was unsealed and opened
the bones returned to dust.  We of-
ten talked about our Indian skeleton.
None of our friends had ever seen
such a grave.  There are many cases,
however, in which ancient em-
balmed bodies turn into dust when
sealed tombs are opened.

In our home we often looked
at and handled our arrow collection.
My father and mother took our col-
lection with them when they went
to Hot Springs, South Dakota to
seek a new home.  We planned to
have our youngest brother take care
of our assembly of arrows and toma-
hawk heads, but alas these too now
are only a memory.  One night a
burglar broke into their house and
so liked our arrow collection that he
took it; so it too has gone.  How-
ever my brothers and I often talk
about the exploits of the Indians and
once in a while we visit the Pine
Ridge Indian Reservation near Hot
Springs, South Dakota.     W. S. H.

SKELETON
(Continued from page 6)

Thanks to Bruce Huxford, Pierre, SD,

for this story.  He did not know the
date of the story, but he did know that
Walter Scott Huxford died in 1958.
He was the oldest of three boys.  He
went on to earn his Doctorate and
taught Physics at Northwestern
University in Chicago.  He is credited
with inventing the infared radio tube.
His parents, Herbert and Cora Mae
(Scott) Huxford were married in
1891.  The town that he speaks of in
the story is Neligh, NE.

William Gay Ballantine  was
the great grandson of Rev. John
Ballantine, Minister of Westfield,
and Mary “Molly” Gay .

Thanks to Mr. Roland M.
Baumann, Archivist at the Oberlin
College Archives in Oberlin, Ohio
for this account of his life.

BALLANTINE

I ran across this poem the other day on the World Wide Web and thought I
would share it with the family.  There are a number of us in the family who
choose family research as a hobby and this may help you understand why
we are the way we are sometimes.

THE ELUSIVE ANCESTOR

I went searching for an ancestor, I cannot find him still.
He moved around from place to place and did not leave a will.
He married where a courthouse burned, he mended all his fences.
He avoided any man who came to take the U.S. Census.

He always kept his luggage packed, this man who had no fame,
And every 20 years or so, this rascal changed his name.
His parents came from Europe. They should be on some list
Of passengers to the U.S.A., but somehow they got missed.

And no one else in this world is searching for this man.
So, I play geneasolitaire to find him if I can.
I’m told he’s buried in a plot, with tombstone he was blessed;
But the weather took engraving, and some vandals took the rest.

He died before the county clerks decided to keep records.
No family Bible has emerged, in spite of all my efforts.
To top it off, this ancestor who caused me many groans,
Just to give me one more pain, betrothed a girl named JONES!
                                                                                ---  Author Unknown

GROUP AND COUPLES PHOTOGRAPHS
Please don’t forget about the

photographer that will be at the re-
union to make group pictures.  I will
have the Picture Request Forms with
me on Sunday. They will make a
large group photograph and each
other group or couple will have to
make their own arrangements to

have other photographs made.
The cost for a group picture

(14” x 8”) is $20.00 for the first copy
and $17.00 for each additional copy.
For the couples, a set of two 5x7’s
and two wallet prints is $20.00.  Pic-
tures will be shipped about 3 weeks
after the shooting.

(Continued from page 1)
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If you know of someone who is
not receiving our newsletter,
please send me their address and
I will get them on the mailing list.
They will receive the newsletter
and be guaranteed of family
reunion notification.

I would like to challenge ev-
eryone who receives our newsletter
to bring some item of family inter-
est to the family reunion on July 24th
and 25th. This can be a story, a pic-
ture, a letter, an old document or
anything unique that others in the
family may not have seen and you
want to share with them.

I have been asking family
members to contribute stories and
pictures to the newsletter to keep it
dynamic and interesting.  To be hon-
est, I have not gotten a very good
response.  Some folks are contrib-
uting, but I need more to chip in.  I
thank the ones who have helped and
challenge the others to make a con-

A  FRIENDLY CHALLENGE TO IMPROVE
OUR FAMILY NEWSLETTER

tribution to our family history
project.  All material brought on that
Saturday will be considered for fu-
ture issues of our newsletter,
Ballentine Branches.  Without your
help and input, I do not see how I
can continue publishing our news-
letter.

It takes a lot of article material
to create each issue and I am run-
ning out.  I have volumes of names,
dates and places, but I need your sto-
ries to make the difference.  Take a
moment and write a story about your
favorite ancestor or family member
and bring it with you to the reunion.
Together we can continue to enjoy
our newsletter for years to come.


